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PREFACE 


TO  TBB  SBCOND   TOLUME  OP  THB  BBAUTIBS   OP   IRELAND. 


On  completing  the  second  volume  of  the  Beauties  of 
Ireland^  I  have  to  perform  the  pleasing  duty  of  repeating 
my  former  acknowledgment  of  literary  obligations  to 
GoiX>KBL  EteRVBY  DE  MoNTMORBNCY,  from  whose  ex- 
tensive topographical  and  genealogical  collections  I  have 
derived  much  original  and  curious  information. 

W.  Shaw  Mason^  Esq.  has  been  unremitting  in  his 
efforts  to  serve  this  publication.  The  ability  of  Mr.  Mason 
to  afford  valuable  intelligence  on  subjects  relating  to  the 
Statistics  of  Ireland,  will  be  readily  appreciated  by  those 
who  have  inspected  his  **  Statistical  Returns  for  the  Barony 
of  RaflnriBy^  in  the  county  of  Carlow/'  printed  by  order  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  as  a  specimen  of  a  work,  that, 
when  completed,  cannot  fail  to  prove  of  great  national 
importance. 

To  Shbffebld  Gracb,  Esq.  I  am  indebted  for  an 
undeviating  politeness  of  attentions,  highly  conducive  to 
the  advancement  of  my  undertaking* 

The  honour  of  several  communications  from  other 
persons,  whose  names  are  likewise  calculated  to  reflect  credit 
o»  the  work  to  which  they  have  contributed  intelligence, 
eball  be  duly  acknowledged  in  pages  prefatory  to  the  con- 
ehidi&g  vofcvne. — ^And  here  let  me  i  smark  that,  without  the 
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advantage  of  such  communications,  it  is  scarcely  possible 
for  a  topographical  work  to  be  performed  in  a  manner 
bearing  any  resemblance  of  a  satisfactory  character.  The 
mere  tourist  writes  an  account  of 'whdt  he  sees,  and  his 
merit  depends  on  the  fidelity  and  spirit  of  the  portraiture. 
But  the  present  work  is  obviously  of  a  different^  and  more 
comprehensive,  kind.  Its  objects  are  not  confined  to  a 
description  of  the  country,  with  notices  respecting  the 
manners  of  the  people.  It  aims  at  presenting^  a  compendium 
of  county  and  local  history.  To  collect  the  intelligence 
that  public  sources  may  supply,  coneerniifg  the  history  of 
particutar  places,  is  one  of  the  first  duties  of  my  under- 
taking, and  is  readily  performed.  But  the  most*  valuable 
funds  of  infoimation  on  such  subjects,  caii  be  derived  only 
from  the  possessors  of  estates,  or  persons  long  resident  at 
the  rei^ctive  places  which  it  is  desirable  to  notide.  Thus, 
the  local  examination  that  would  prove  quite  adequate  to 
the  purpose  of  the  tourist,  is  by  no  means  suffioiebt  for  the 
satisfactory  execution  of  the  task  in  which  1 6xn.  engaged. 

I  profit  by  the  (q>porUuiity  of  dwefling  iq[Km  this  cir- 
cumstance, as  most  parts  of  Ireland  are  new  to  topogi^pUcal 
inquiry,  and  many  pertcms,  capable  of  affording  the  io- 
formation  required^  withhold  such  intelligence,  not  from  a 
deficiency  in  literary  liberality  of  manners,  but  from  an 
erroneous  impression  respecting  the  nature  of  the  work  to 
which  their  commanications  would  he  of  importance. 

As  I  am  now  arranging  my  collections  for  Oonnattght 
and  Ulster,  I  shall  deem  myself  mndb  honoured  and  favoured 
if  the  above  remarks  procure  me  any  additional  correspon- 
dents on  the  topography  of  those  provinces. 

Some  casual  errors  are  scarcely  to  be  avoided,  in  a  work 
treating  on  subjects  so  multifarious  as  thosci  eikibraced  by 
these  volumes.  One  or  two  typographical  mistdces,  in 
regard  to  figures,  have  been  discovered  in  the  parts  already 
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published.  It  appears,  also^  thatj  in  foUowing  the  authorities 
of  Walker  and  Ryan^  I  have  mis-stated  the  birth-place  of 
Turlough  O'Carolan.  My  authorities  assert  that  the  bard 
was  bom  in  the  small  town  of  Nobber;  but  it  is  said,  in 
some  papers  published  by  the  Ibemo-Geltic  Society,  under 
the  name  of  their  Transactions,  that  he  was,  in  fact,  a 
native  of  Newton,  distant  from  Nobber  about  three  miles 
and  a  half. 

It  is  an  advantage  of  a  work  published  in  progressive 
parts,  that  time  is  allowed,  before  its  completion,  for  a 
discovery  of  the  errors  peculiarly  unavoidable  in  topo- 
graphical labours.  A  notice  of  every  inaccuracy  that  can 
be  detected  shall  be  carefully  inserted  in  the  final  volume ; 
since  it  is  my  anxious  desire  to  render  this  work  as  correct, 
as  it  is,  I  trust,  in  every  respect  impartial. 

J.  N.  BREWER. 

PiLLERToN  House,  Wabwic&shire, 

March  30,  1826. 
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VOLUME  THE  SECOND. 


The  conclusion  of  the  Intboductiom^  comprising  Remarks  on 
the  History^  Antiqaities,  and  present  state  of  Ireland^  in  collective 
points  of  view  (which  part  of  the  work  was  commenced  in  the  first 
Tohime,  and  is  continned  in  the  present)  will  be  given  in  volume 
third. 

A  general  and  copioos  Index  will  be  given  in  the  last  volume, 
together  with  Directions  to  the  Binder  for  arranging  the  Intro- 
di|Ction^  and  placing  the  Engravings. 

She  Illustrations  which  accompany  the  second  volume  are : 

1.  Thmehineh,  Seat  of  the  tote  H«nry  Gratlan,  Esq Co.  Wickkw. 

S.  Balynastni^  Seat  of  Sir  Thomas  Eanondey  Bart  ..  Co.  Wea^fMU 

a.  Mount  Bellewy  Seat  of  Chr.  Dillon  Bellew,  Esq Co.  Gdwmf. 

4.  RovCasde Co.  Kerry. 

5.  MoDOt  Caahel, Co.  T^permjf. 

6b  Swordi  Castle, Co.  IhMm. 

7.  Abbey  of  Mnltifemany Co^WeHmeath, 

S.  Edgeworth-TowB,  Seatof  LorellEdgeworth^Esq. ...  Co.  Limgf&rd. 

9.  Caffickfergus, C^.iiti<rtM. 

10.  PanoostownCasde,  SeatoftiieEarioflUNse, Kmg^o  Cotmi^. 

11.  Ruins  of  Clonmacnois, JMMo. 

Ig.  Antiqalties  discovered  at  Cashel,  in  1834, .' Co.  Tifperwry. 


'••  It  is  requested  that  all  Commnnieations,  relating  to  the  Uteraiy 
ol>iects  of  this  work,  any  be  addressed  to  the  An^r,  PiUerton 
House,  Warwickshire ;  or  sent  to  the  care  of  the  Pubttshers, 
Messrs.  Shbrwood  and  Co.  Paternoster  Row,  London. 
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COUNTY  OF  CARLOW. 

This  small  and  inland  county  was  made  shire-gronnd  by  King 
John,  under  the  name  of  Catherlongh,  or  Caterlogh .  Its  greatest 
lengthy  as  oompnted  by  Dr.  Beaufort^  is  twtoty-six  miles^  and  its 
extreme  width  twenty-three  miles.  On  the  east  and  north-east 
its  bonndaries  meet  Wexford  and  Wicldow.  Kilkenny  adjoins 
its  borders  on  the  west.  On  the  north  and  north-west  lie  Kil- 
dare  and  the  Qaeen*B  County.  This  district  comprehends  the 
artient  territories  of  "  Hy  Cavanagh  and  Hy  Drone/'  bang  the 
aordiem  part  of  the  principality  of  Hy  Kinsdagh.  Its  most 
sntient  fiunilies  are  the  Mac  Moroagfa-Kavanaghs ;  theO'Ryans; 
the  0'Nolans>  and  the  O'Mores^  also  the  Walls,  orDovalsj 
the  St.  Anbins;  De  La  Fraynes;  De  Berminghams  $  De  Carews; 
Landys;  or  De  La  Landes }  the  Graces  j  and  the  Botlers.  Since 
the  time  of  Qneen  Elizabeth  the  following,  amongst  other  families, 
hafe  likewise  obtuned  property  and  inflnence  in  this  county : 
The  Bagnals;  Eustaces;  Burtons }  O'Briens  of  Thomond;  Pon* 
sonbys)  Hamiltons)  Cokes;  Bernards;  Vigors';  Vicars*;  Bur* 
detts;  BunburysjBeresfords;  Broens;  Bagots;  andBrownes. 
Mr.  Wakefield  notices  anMtogst  th#,  prindpal  proprietors  of 
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landed  estates,  at  the  present  time,  the  families  of  Kayanagh; 
Broen ;  Borton ;  and  Rochfolrt. 

This  connty,  after  the  Strongbonian  settlement,  became  a 
palatinate  in  the  fiunily  of  the  earl  marshal.    After  the  death  of 
William  the  Marshal,  ^ax\  of  Pembroke,  and  of  his  five  sons 
sncoessive  earls,  Gariow  feQ  to  the  shore  of  his  daoghter,  the 
wife  of  Hogh  le  Bigot,  Earl  of  Norfolk;  who,  in  her  right,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  dignity  of  Earl  Marshal  of  England.    This  earl, 
residing  in  the  latter  country,    confided  the  seneschalship,  or 
stewardship,  of  Cai4Qr,.as  did  in  Khe  maBoerthe  Lord  De  Carew, 
Baron  of  Idrone,  the  snperintendance  of  his  estate  in  this  connty, 
to  Donald-Mac  Art  Kavanagh,  one  of  the  antient  proprietors  of 
the  soil,  and  a  vassal  of  those  noblemen.    Instead  of  executing 
these  trnstSt  wifh.fiddity,  D^nrid«Mac  Art  s«zpd  the  first  fayour- 
able  opportunity  of  shaking  off  his  alliance  to  his  employers,  and, 
assuming  the  title  of  Mac  Morough,  claimed  the  sovereignty  of  this 
entire  quarter  of  Leiaster,  foundnig  his  pretensions  upon  his'de- 
9ceR(  from  Ponald  I^avans^h,.  who  had  borne  the  same  title,  anct 
was  the  il^gitimate  soaof  Decmod  Macmorpugh,  last  King  of  I^** 
stei;.    Froisard  gives  a  lively^  and  not  uwnteresting^  character  o£ 
this  turbulent  chieftain^  concerning  whose  descendants  fion^ 
further  particulars  occpr  in  our  de9i;riptisfi  of  Borrk,  the  mosti 
distinipished  seat  in  this  districts    In  tbe.present  place  it  m^j* 
bQ  sufficient  to  observe  that  the  troubles  ocoasion^d  b^  Donald'^ 
t^sppiption  o(  IqcA  s$k¥ereigi»ty,  fioicmi  &pprom^l»ept  featnfr^  m^  t}^ 
history  of  the  county  of  Gariow.. 

The^neral  aspect  of  this  county  is  agi^e^Ie,  but  partakes 
less  of  the  sublime  and.  Ughly-captivating  than  is.  witnessed  in 
mimy  other  parts  of  Ireland.  In  compensation  of  this  deficiency 
tberQ  are  few  harsh  effects  of  ccmtrast;  and  the  Epgli^sh  traveller 
is  often  reminded  of  the  equable  but  g^eful  see^y  ta  which  h^ 
is  accustomed  in  the  midlapd  districts  of  his  native  country*, 
The  ehief  elevations  appro<|e)king  towards  the  chaijacter  of  ^loua^ 
tainsr,  rise  on  t|ie  west^  side  of  the  river  Bacrpw,  and  in  the 
southern  partof  the  countj,  o*^,the.bordqrs,pf  lypxCivd,  'this  lat- 
ter range  conunences,.  on  the  north  with  the  rocky  acdiyitie/B  of 
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Moant-Leinster,  and  terminates  in  the  Blackstairs  mmintains^ 
predpitOHS  ii^  MOiftt  and  of  a  stible  hue.  The  interior  of  the 
MMly  i»  eitker  flftt  6t  gMify  uiidttlatiiig>  and  the  boSI  of  a'  eid- 
careova  and  rich  nature.  The  navigable  river  Barrov  fibww 
throogirthe  county  from  north  to  aonth ;  and  the  Slaney  crosses 
UtowaNbthreastj  both  H vers  adding  at  (mte  to  the  fertility 
and  beanty  of  contignons  districts. 

The  comity  ia  divided  into  five  baroniea^  named  Rimlly; 
Caikethghy  or  Carlo w;  Jdrone;  Forth;  and  St.  Jflutltn\  or 
MoliQ*8.  These  are  again  subdivided  into  fifty  parishes^  the 
whole  of  wUch  are  in  the  diocess  of  Leighlin. 

The  <^aiitity  of  cultivated-  and  uncultivated-  laud  is  thus 
stated  in  Mr.  Wakefield's  Account  ef  Ireland.  Cultivated  land, 
183,516  acres;  mmculthated  land,  (mountain  md-  bog>  1^,817 
acres.  Total  number  of  acres  135,733.  Much  barley»  of  an 
eiceUeat;  qnalityi  is  grown  in  this  county,  together  with  eensr*- 
derable  quantities  of  other  grain.  Large  tmets  of  rich  pasture-^ 
land  are  occupied  as  daury-iurms#  and  Hhe^  butler  of  Garlow  has  the 
rq>otation  of  being  the  best  that  is  sent  to  the  Dublin  m^rket^ 
**  The  Dairies/*  observes  the  writer  last  quoted,  **  consist  of  from 
twenty  to  fifty  cows;  and,  during  the  8easoB>  produce  liewf.  of 
hotter  per  cow.*'  Great  care  is  taken:  in  the  breed  ef  ctttftle>  and* 
the  dairiea  arerfrfqueDtly  let  to  persons  who*agi^e  te  give  acern 
taia.aaiii  p»  wmum,  for  what  may  he  tenned  the  usufruct  of  each: 
caw.  The  butter  is  usually  s^mt  to  Dublin  by  means  of  ttfe.eaaiRlr 
and  lariflE^  quantities  are  tbenca  forwarded  to^  liondon..  The  team 
are  frfqaeptiy  largs*  and  are  oftea  stooked  witL  fine  flookd  el 
long-wooHed  sbeep>  many  of  whkh  are  fattened  for  market. 

This  county  contuns'  nomerous  seats  of  gentry,  seveniV  of 
which  are  higUy  embellished*    The  principal  subjects  of  anti** 
qnarian  gratificatioB  consist  in  vestiges  of  ecdsaiastksal  and  mill-*  • 
tary  stvnctnres>  net  often  on  an  extensiv^e  sCtafe. 
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Population  or  run  Co^kty  of  Caelow, 
to  the  returns  made  under  an  act  of  Ptflianeni 


u  1813. 


Bannlet,  Hdf  Baronies,  or  Futohci. 


Number  of 
Hottscsi. 


Carlow, 2,03« 

1,631 

3,147 
1,099 
1,517 
2,674 


Forth,    

Idrone  East,  . 
Idrone  West,. 
St.  MuUin's,  < 
Rathvilly,  .. 


Orou 
FopalaUon. 


I 


13,006 
9,578 

17,579 
6,190 
8,688 

15,525 


Total- 


13,090      69,566 


According  to  the  returns  made  in  the  year  1831,  the  nnmbcr 
of  booses  was  13,854  j  and  the  nnmber  of  inhabitants,  81,387. 
Thus,  according  to  those  retams,  the  increase  of  inhabitants  be- 
tween the  yews  1813  and  1831,  wonld  appear  to  have  amounted 

to  11,731. 

Carlow, 

The  assize  town  of  this  county,  is  a  neat,  and,  in  many  parts, 
a  wdl-boilt  town,  of  considerable  extent,  agreeably  and  eligibly 
sknated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Barrow*  The  surrounding 
conntry  wears  a  cheerful  aspect  of  cultivation,  and  the  town  is 
sheltered,  in  several  directions,  by  lovely  ranges  of  hills,  so 
soft  in  diaracter,  and  of  so  gentle  an  ascent,  that  they  are  often 
cohivated  to  the  summit,  whilsttheir  sides  are  enHvened  with  farm- 
dweUings,  scattered  over  the  scene  in  picturesque  irregularity. 

Many  historical  events  relating  to  this  town  arc  closely  con- 
nected  with  the  annals  of  its  antient  castle;  but  some  few  notices, 
of  more  gencM  application,  may  be  inserted  in  the  present  page. 
As  a  proof  of  the  rising  importance  of  Carlow  in  the  fourteenth 

•  The  anaezed  vi«w  of  C«iow  it  Uken  flpom  the  road  to  Leiahlin 
bridge,  at  the  distance  of  about  one  quarter  of  a  mUe  firom  the  town. 
From  this  point  of  prospect  are  seen  the  bridge,  the  church,  and  the  re- 
mains  of  the  castle. 
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eentary,  it  mut  be  nendoned  thai  Lionel  Dtike  ot  Clarence, 
•econd  son  of  Bdward  III.  and  Lord  Lientenant  of  Ireland  in 
1861,  mmoTed  the  exdMqner  to  this  place,  and  contrilmted  the 
•nm  of  j£9O0.  towards  the  charge  of  encompassing  the  town  with 
n  sfcrong  wtJl.  In  the  year  1577^  Carlow  was  bnmt,  after  a 
siege  of  considerable  doratioa,  by  Rpry-Oge  0*More,  then  in 
rebdlion  against  Qneen  Elisabeth.  It  was,  probably,  in  a  great 
part  owing  to  the  injuries  then  committed  on  its  fortifications, 
Aat  the  town  snbmitted,  withont  an  attempt  at  resistance,  to 
Ofiver  Cromwell,  in  the  seventeenth  century,  who  placed  there  a 
garrison  of  700  men.  In  the  year  1649,  however.  Sir  Pfeitrick 
Wemys,  of  I>eansfOTt,  in  the  connty  of  Kilkenny,  en  officer  in  the 
army  of  the  Dnke  of  Ormonde,  was  sent  to  its  relief.  The  gar« 
risen  fled  on  his  approach,  but  not  nntil  they  had  set  fire  to  se^ 
vcral  parts  of  the  town.  On  the  95th  of  May,  in  the  calamitous 
year  1798,  this. place  was  assailed  by  an  nndisdplined,  forlorn, 
and  hopeless  body  of  insargents,  the  greater  number  of  whom 
were  in  a  state  of  intoxication.  These  miseraUe  assailants  were; 
ef  coarse,  easily  repulsed  and  put  to  flight;  and  a  lamentable 
scene  of  carnage  immediately  commenced.  Many  were  shot  firom 
the  windows.  Others  took  shelter  in  the  houses  forming  Tnllow 
Street;  on  which  (writes  Sir  Richard  Musgrave,  with  a  vulgarity 
of  language  and  coarseness  of  feeling,  happily  unpractised  by 
other  historians)  **  the  soldiers  set  fire*'  to  the  houses,  ''  to 
wmke  ikem  boliT  We  forbear  to  follow  further  the  various  dis^ 
gttsting  accounts  of  this  day's  transactions,  but  must  observe  that 
about  417  bodies  veere  subsequently  **  buried  in  three  gravd-pits^ 
and  covered  with  quick  lime,  at  the  other  side  of  the  Graigue 
bridge.** 

The  CaUie  of  Carlow  was  a  fortress  of  AngIo-N<Mrman  origin, 
and  evidently  erected  in  an  age  quickly  succeeding  the  entrancti 
of  Strongbow,  but  its  precise  date,  and  the  name  of  its  founder, 
are  equally  unknown ;  some  writers  ascribing  its  foundation  to 
King  John,  and  others  to  the  Lord  Justice  Lacey,  to  Isabel, 
dsnghter  of  Strongbow,  or  to  Hugh  Bigot,  fourth  Earl  of  Norfolk, 
who  married  Mand  her  eldest  daughter  and  co-heir,  and.  became 


•g«Wl;  !GbmM>  i^hlb  iEarl  f>f  KiUm>  iaai  ^k  kgathv Jwmm 
fita-sGfsr^4iA>r  i¥lnidi4!h«f  n^ere  tnhtiiinifld  byimjttof  ihePaidk* 

OQ  i<^  4rM^«  £Mie  of  Gwrlow.  IVe  jktre  nhetudy  9MeA  ika^ 
I^Ty^Og^  O'Mere  \mwi  tbe  loirv  pf  CMow  io  HT7$  AQift 
iiuwt  be  9Ai9d,  that  be»  v^fe  (be  »wb9»  time,  cupftanMl  its  prttsctfng 
fertretfs.*  {n  |b«  mil  wir  of  tbe  fievietitee»(h  ceotiiry  tbe  ctettt 
wm  akmiatdy  pow^sfid  by  tbe  tw4>  cbitf  AMHtenlikig  pmrties^ 
bvt  did  pot^  tat  tbat  ^ce,  foiw  die  setene  of  any  very  important  «Mli^ 
tvry  treneafBlioiMj  %iifl  bee  aince>  until  Itttely,  reieiilnad  io  aajeitlf 
politnde,  free  (tfofsi  «xiy  oSorte  fowerde  inbabiutioii. 

ThifB  iMnble  pile  wae  conslTDObed  on  a  eligbt  winfmc^,  1909 
thewfisf;  side  of  tbe  town,  oyerbeofiBg  ttus  river  Beireir.  it 
WIS  9^  a  square  fertile  flanked  ivytb  a  cbrcoJbur  tower  at  eacb  asf^eu 
Tbe  floors  were  rei^aricably  low  and  narrow,  and  tbe  apertaree  ^ 
the  adjnuai<Hi  <^  light  copeieted  cluefly,  or  entirely,  of  loop-^beke. 
From  tbe  grendenr  of  its  proportioned  and  the  favonndU*  eharae'* 
ter  of  its  eitnation,  wbieh  allowed  a  free  Tiew  of  Its  maaey  towom 
and  rogged  sides  from  tbe  Tarioua  roads  wbieb  kad  to  tbe  toirn» 
this  august  pile  constitntiBd  a  featare  of  peculiar  magntficenoe  in 
tbe  arcbitectural  display  of  Carlow.  But  folly  and  presomption 
bare  recently  deprived  tbe  pictorial  examiner,  and  tbe  antiqaary, 
of  a<i  objept  so  well  ealcnlated  for  tbdr  gratification.'-^l^e  manor 

o  A  tomb  liaB  been  recently  disGovered,  of  good  workmanship,  the  top 
of  which  present!  a  recumbent  figure,  clothed  in  armour;  and  round  the 
e4cs  the  fallowing  ins^iptisa  Appears^  in  gocbic-  dMracters.  ^*  Hie 
Jacet  BoberUi9  Hartpole  CoastabuUriits  4e  Catherlagh  eeptaagmiaHoa 
interuit  3  Octobris  1594."  Sir  Robert  Hartpole,  constable  of  the  Castie 
of  Carlow,  was  settled  at  Shrule  in  the  Queen's  County,  of  which  county 
he  was  governor.  Tradition  represents  him  as  a  sanguinary,  as  well 
as  a  very  vigilant  ofEcer,  In  repressing  popular  commotions.  In  the 
Lord  Depoty's  slate  Utters  1m  la  raeonmended  to  the  Qaeen,  ai  eatkled 
to  bar  ofp^fiifil  favour  an^  prief  ely  reward* 


[LSIKtTBB.]  VOmn  or  OMMW. 


lA  oonseqiie&oe  of  an  nnredeemed  iDort^iige>  ffom  a:  hH^  Batl  4lf 
1(kMn»Q«l«o<lie  Amilf  of  m  Mr.  H«ttdteMi>  lik  LonNMd^'ft  law 
igiutj  wh#  tte  tin  frernit  ^proprMors.  Bytbfa  flitniiy  a  iMH 
•I  the  casth  «raa  graiited>  ih  the  fear  1814,  to  a  physidaa,  toined 
Middlefcaii,  who  had  formed  the  f^rcject  of  eMkblishitag  in  CaorioV 
ft  mutkmdB  8di^  far  the  reeep«kHk  of  hiimtics,  attd  "who  ^peMiljr 
Moaneaced  o|>eniiloii8,  with  a  view  of  renderifig  the  baiMiiig 
amenable  to  his  piupose.  Aa  the  loc^-holes  in  the  walb  were 
•ot  aaffioMit  to  gnre  the  reiuMte  light  aAd  TidntilMtoii,  ittrd  as 
thA  tiwckneaa  of  the  wtdia  oofttracted  vndetirlibly  the  spabe  of  th^ 
lOMM,  this  perton*  eonUini;  in  hift  own  ttkiU,  hAdcj^took  to  tnr^ 
Ivge  the  wiadowa  and  dimiaiah  the  tihidnieM  of  the  wi^,  wl^ 
oat  odUiag  prateaioaal  knowledge  to  hl^  afiidiBtaaee.  Fc^  tfa« 
latter  ol^eet  he  laboored  by  a  prooeas  rilher  ttiiW  in  pncttee^ 
BMiielyj  thht  of  blaatiilg  the  waUa  with  giinpowder.  He  had  not 
pw^codcd  iar  in  his  ^mpf^enUm^  wlvdn  tde  pi]«>  Wl^h  had  fbr 
ao  natty  %Bt  dfetided  tba  eflbtts  of  th«  hatteAi%  ttiA,  gelded 
to  tUa  more  leatfal  aabdepf  aaaaattv  add  hioi^  tbnn  ohe  liklf  of 
the  castle  fell  to  the  ground !  Only  the  western  aide;  eottlpHsliag 
tvw  of  the  aagidar  tawttn^  ie  mnw  romatnlag^* 

A  btrg^  and  ootaouNlioHA  hooae,  for  the  iiib  df  iM^  ^f  embr, 
wao  Mk  by  Sir  John  VilMers,  in  th^  vidbity  of  thh  ^iasUe. 


•  This  tremendoDs  dowafiUl  «M»nM  at  tba  hint  Of  hUn  hi  tha  norrfw 
lng«  a  time  at  which  the  workmen  had  gaspended  their  lahoar^  and  happily 
no  life  was  lost.  The  huge  masses  of  rain  incumber  the  whole  of  .the 
Bonnt,  except  the  west  side,  and  mix  with  cottages  at  Its  basei  which' 
an  Ihfttlar  in  itKe  to  many  of  iheie  ponderous  fragments.  A  man  who 
was  «  wiUMSf  of  tMs  aaahaiU  accident,  tfevtHbed  th^  ti]^eiac)«  to  M 
present  writer  in  very  lively  terms,  and  obibrvad  ilMt  tha  AM|F*fall  i^Hi 
■o  slaw  In  operation  that  a  perioa  had  safficlQai  time  to  aacaVe  firoto  the 
aphere  of  destruction  (as  was  the  case  with  himself)  after  viewing 
Ae  portentous  and  amazing  nodding  of  the  towen.  The  unmenae  pile 
gradaally  dispattetf  into  vast  massed,  which  broke  with  difficulty  into 
fragftaM  leM  iMitMy.  ttaay  ^^iit  ^ieaes  tit  fh6  riklii  rofted  to  the 
vwy  4aara  of  laaiil  kauiUd  oKMai^  an  iha  dp|totit«l  tltfa  Of  d  roa^  iil  ttar 
haia«fthecasUa4Mi«al»  .       ■  .    ».i  • 


•  BSAOTIBS  or  tBaSiAIW. 

tiie  same  aeigliboErhood  may  idso  be  teen  Ike  nwie  of  a  cba|)4^ 
fledicated  to  St.  MicbaeL 

The  PmochUU  Ckur^fk  is  a  plmn  biifc  spacioBft  boiMiiig,  iMfriag 
at  the  west  end  a  square  tower  of  alone*  samoimtecl  by  a  epire 
of  heavy  and  unpleasing  proportions.  The  interior  ooataue 
several  sepulchral  monaments,  bnt  not  any  that  would  appear  to 
be  of  public  interest.  The  Roman  Catholic  chapel  is  a  large  aai 
respectable  structure.  There  are  meeting-honaes  for  Metfaodtala 
and  Quakers. 

In  this  town  is  a  College,  for  the  education  of  yoath  of  the 
R<Mnan  Catholic  persuasion,  founded  by  the  late  Ur.  O'Keeib* 
R«  C.  Bishop  of  Leighlin,  and  other  divines  of  the  sane  chorcii; 
The  foundation  is  designed  for  the  tuition  of  100  boys,  fifty  of 
whom  are  educated  for  the  priesthood.  The  buildings  are  very 
spadooa*  but  not  of  an  ornamental  character,  with  the  exceptioD 
of  the  chapel,  which  is  a  neat  and  weU-preaerved  slructuro^ 
having  a  contigooua  burial  ground.  About  seven  acres  of  laml 
are  attached  to  this  scholastic  iostitntion.  The  bnildinge  are 
secluded  and  weU-placed^  the  coUage-preciacta  being  earroanded 
with  high  walls. 

The  Couri'katue,  in  which  the  county  aasixes  are  held,  was 
built,  subsequent  to  the  troubles  of  1798,  on  the  site  of  a  former 
gaol.  Hiis  is  a  mean  building,  as  regards  its  architectural  cha- 
racter, but  is  commodious,  and  comprises  a  good  ball-room* 
Among  recent  inatitotions,  creditable  to  the  taste  and  the  huma* 
nity  of  the  inhabitants,  must  be  noticed  a  readiog-room  and  a  dis- 
pensary. 

Carlow  was  incorporated  by  King  James  I,  and  is  governed 
by  a  sovereign  and  two  Serjeants.  This  town  returns  one  member 
to  the  imperial  parliament. 

Oak  Pabk  (formerly  called  PofneetownJ,  the  seat  of  Henry 
Bruen,  Esq.  representative  of  this  county  in  parliament,  is  situated 
at  a  short  distance  from  Carlow,  towards  the  north.  The  honse, 
which  is  a  spacious  building  with  wings,  is  handsome  and  con- 
venient. The  grounds  are  flat,  bnt  enriched  with  extensivo  woodo 
of  full-grown  oak.    The  family  of  Coke  was  seated  at  Paynestown 
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Ami^  iMiiy'giMrafttMM.  TlM>nMsCake^  Esq.  dying  without  le- 
gitipiate  maleiflsiie,  his  estates  pmed  to  tbe  late  Bail  of  KenmaiOj 
by  whom  this  place  was  sold  to  the  lather  of  the  present  owner. 
A  anall  friary  of  Frandseans^  not  noticed  by  Archdall^  was 
iwaded  here  by  the  fiunily  of  Coke.  The  convent  stood  in  the 
vicinity  of  tlie  mansion,  bnt  was  levelled  with  the  groond  by  the 
ifst  possessor  of  this  estate  of  the  name  of  Bmen. 

BnowNs  HiLi*>  the  seat  of  WilUam  Browne^  Esq.  is  distant 
frooi  Carlow  one  mile  and  a  quarter,  towards  the  east,  and  was 
bailt  by  the  late  Robert  Browne,  Esq.  after  the  plan  of  Mr. 
Peters^  archsteet.  The  demesne-lands  are  wdl  laid  ont  and 
phmted.  Browno-hill  and  the  contigoons  seat,  termed  Viewmonnt^ 
oocnpy  the  site  of  a  former  monastery,  called  St.  Kieran's  Abbey, 
three  towers  of  which  building  were  standing  about  seventy  years 
since.  The  latest  ronains  were,  however,  taken  down  by  the 
hmlj  of  Bromne,  and  the  materials  used  in  erecting  Viewmoant- 
hoose  and  the  park  wall  at  Browne-hiU.  At  the  period  of  the 
s«|^reesion,  an  ancestor  of  the  Earl  of  Thomond  obtained  a  grant 
of  St.  Kieran*8  Abbey,  and  the  lands  attached  to  that  religious 
house.  The  line  of  the  Browne  fiunily  settled  at  this  place  derives 
from  the  house  of  Rokewood  HaD,  Abbess  Roding,  and  Weald 
Hall,  in  Essex.  In  the  year  1650,  Robert,  second  son  of  John 
Browne,  of  l^^ckham  and  Abbess-Roding,  Esq.  passed  into  Ire- 
land, and  his  descendant,  the  late  Robert  Browne^  Esq.  purchased 
the  estates  in  this  county,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  present 
proprietor.* 

VinwxouNT,  noticed  above  as  a  seat  contiguous  to  Browne- 
Mil,  is  also  the  property  of  Mr.  Browne,  bnt  is  in  the  occu- 
pation of  '  Bennet,  iEsq.  This  seat,  as  the  name  indi- 
cates, commands  an  admirable  prospect  over  the  surrounding 
cenntry.  Here  resided,  very  generally  respected  and  beloved 
mtfl  the  fatal  year  1798,  Sir  Edward  CrosUe,  Bart,  unhap- 
pily the  netim,  at  that  period,  of  the  intolerance  and  sus- 

*  Vi^  Geneal.  Memi.  of  the  family   of  Montmorency,  by  Colsasi 
Bsrvoy  De  MoataioreDcy.  1  Vol.  4to.    Parit  ISlT,  p.  319.  iv. 


^ 
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the  innds  of  sfibordinlfte  famnoiientB  •£  ^ttm,  ^  msoA  wMi 
toief  «iitDont7.  ^ 

la  the  vkinity  «f  ViewmoDDt  is  OM  ol  Ae  laij^t  Cfewiifedis 
t*  bs  SMA  in  Ifdand,  whick  is  described  in  ilie  lollofwlng.  IrnMrdS 
tiy  th^  lats  Mr.  Beailford,  in  the  work  t^n  Irish  Antiquities,  ^H^ 
lished  under  the  name  of  Grose.  **  It  eonslsts  of  ta  imiiSttiP^ 
todc^stehe^  raised  on  ili  edge  ftoxh  its  jntivfe  bed,  and  ssffiklrted 
eo  the  easft  by  three  piUbrs.  At  a  distaitte  u  smether  piUer^ 
by  itself,  nearty  roand,  slid  kv%  Utt  high.  Tlie  diMnikNti 
ctf  the  supporters  and  cofUriasg^stones  are  ss  folhm : 

ft.       in. 
Height  of  the  thre^  ^supporters 5        8 

Thickness  of  the  npper  end  of  the  cover-*  •  ' 

ing  8ton^ 4        6 

Breadth  of  the  same »   IS       ^ 

Length  of  thb  slope  inside Id       O 

f^efigthofthe^mtMd^ 5M      10^'f 

Cloughgbrnan,  the  estate  of  J.  S.  Rocbfortj  Esq.  situated  on 
the  borders  of  the  river  Barrow,  is  a  domain  abounding  in  natural 
charms,  and  further  enriched  by  some  noble  vestiges  of  antiqnil^. 
The  lucid  course  of  the  Barrow  is  here  adorned  with  several  well- 
wooded  islets  J  and  the  mountains  of  the  Queen's  County^,  a 
lovely  range  of  elevations,  clothed  with  wood  to  a  considerable 
height,  terminate  the  demesne  towards  the  west.  The  grounds 
attached  to  the  mansion  are  finally  diversified  by  inequalities  of 
surface,  and  ornamented  with  thriving  plantations^  and  much  tim- 
ber, often  of  a  venerable  growth»  The  bouse  is  of  modern 
erection,  and  is  a  plain  building,  respectable  in  character,  and  ex- 

*  Far  pardcttlart  retpectieg  ^Ae  fate  ef  thi  gettOeiimu  (a  bitb  tiiai 
baa  loagsiiiee  afforded  tdaoBe  of  UmenUtioB  to  ail  partite),  aaS  *^  Aa 
Accoant  and  impartial  Narration  of  tbe  AppreliaBBioD,  ^<s.  of  Sir  Bdward 
Crosbie,  Bart,  published  in  Jostice  to  his  Memory  by  his  Family.''  Printed 
aiCBaib,  aad  reprinted  at  Dablia* 

f  Grose,  vdl.  i.  article  Fa|^  Antlqs.  in  trhtclk  wsrkls  an  eagrAYhl|f, 
but  not  after  a  correct  drawing,  of  this  remarkable  cromlech. . 
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tmtmkf  JwifBiaw^  bnfc  icnctlgr  iHMifcir  of  ite  aiittBAnlioii  a 
demesne  of  such  distingaUhei  tal&Mky« 

CtoHijligwirtm  mt^Btk  l«tmifc  iMale  of  the  iMvie^of  OraMode, 
••d «iw pwtfliMfld «f  thiil>ii)f0  of  Otmoode bf  Ck0 firent  isrimd^ 
ialhor irfiho f»«Mil p»opriotar«  aboottbe yew  WBO.  Vtnm  tMl 
doMOlne  the  Opo  Gods  ol  Armo,  Mtnelf,  Rkiiurd;  eon  nf  tkefini 
D«h»|rfOiiooMk»  aadClMRl^tiietetddMViitotLer^tooktlMitle 
of Bo9#D  UikelMhpeen^B.  TherenMiis of iiiedeKtteiciMftle 
•n  stitt  etwdiag,  neur  tfie  iiKiderti  jrteideiMe  of  Mr.  ICbckfiRHl^ 
wUob  U  appiiNMhed  4lmegh  tfie  of  4]ie  flMfient  etttrnttM  iptf  ^ 
inqra.  Tjbe  niiiM  of  tbe-icttSUe  lore  oveigravtt  iitkh  hry^  aedcoii^ 
etitate  ooe  of  tht  moift  pktavoqoe  okjjee^  in  Mm  ooaiitf .  A 
decayed  church,  elfOy  mglee  tte  peaoiro  heaittks  with  dbe  mix 
Marooi chw»8  of  tiioeeoiienr  on  tUU favHoMd  apot«  The  Casde 
of  Glovfhgiooaa  was  tetoi  U  tiia  yesr  1  sm,  by  Sir  Betar  CareiT 
fcooi  tiir  GdtMmd  Batler,  who  Was  thea  in  rabeUion  a§aintt 
<tMii  SHxobolk  latfieyoarlM^^tbiofnrtresswasbttiegodbt 
thelrieh^faiitimrelMfMbyGoWadfiirPMridcWcvys*  J/berU, 
m  14^40,  previoQB  to  the  battle  of  Ralh«b«s,  the  Manitioss  of 
Onpoode,  thea  pro^elor  of  this  naoor,  ajseembled  and  ians«> 
tsted  the  united  Protestant  and  Cathoiic  royalst  army. 

In  a  font  of  the  river  Banow,  at  the  distance  Of  4bo«t  onO 
f  aartcr  of  a  mile  from  the  csstie  of  Gknighgpensn,  there  were 
lomd,  in  the  year  1819»  sovoral  relios  of  a  Very  remote  age,  eo*^ 
sistiag  of  braaen  swords,  diiefly  broken  or  miiofc  bedt;  arrows 
heads ;  a  scall,  and  olher  human  bones.* 

BMUMMmT,  the  residence  of  tiie  ismily  of  Vigors,  is  sitnatwl 
on  sloping  groand  upon  the  bank  of  the  river  Barrow.  Thte 
deflMsne^  which  comprises  a  deli|^iil  walk  along  the  borders  d 
the  rlvttr,  is  highly  adorned  with  thriving  plantations* 

*  MS.  infonnation  of  J.  6.  Rochfori  Esq.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
tke  workmen  who  discovered  these  antiqaities  had  privately  disposed  of 
aaarly  the  whole,  before  the  elrcamstaacewas  kaewnto  Mr.  Rochfbrt. 
Ose  eadre  sword,  aad  two  broken  swords,  were  obtained  by  thatgoatle^ 
naa,  and  are  now  in  his  poiiession.  They  are  sharp-minted  aM  twit 
edged,  the  brass,  of  which  they  are  chiefly  composed,  appearii^  to  be 
alloyed  with  tin. 
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QAnunvjmmv,  dUsteat-from  Girloir  four  nibi^  it  tke  aalkml 
aansion  of  Sir  Richard  Botler^  Bart. 

Boasis  Castlb,  the  superb  aeat  of  Thonaa  KafaMgh>  Esq. 
Is  distaAt  from  the  town  of  Oftrlow  about  twelve  miles,  towaria 
the  sooth .  This  is,  in  every  respect,  the  finest  and  most  inteiest* 
ing  residence  in  the  connty  of  Garlow.  The  estate  of  Borria 
would  appear  to  be  formed  by  the  hand  of  nature  for  the  site  of 
a  baronial  mansion.  The  extensive  demesne  abooads  in  ineqoa^ 
lities  of  surfiBu^,  and  is  ridily  wooded.  The  river  Barrow  flows 
along  its  borders,  and  a  mountain-stream  penetrates  the  interior^ 
rolling  over  a  bed  of  broken  rocks.  The  Black^stairs  mountsins, 
which  terminate  tiie  prospect  towards  the  so«th«east,  form  a 
IwQttdary,  in  that  direction,  of  unusual  grandeur. 

The  hou8e>  originally  a  large  aad  square  but  nnomameated 
buUdiDg,  was  erected  by  the  grandfctJier  of  the  present  propria^ 
tor,  and  the  chief  architectural  alterations  were  csrvied  into  effiset 
by  the  late  Walter  Kavanagh,  Esq.,  his  elder  brother,  thearcU^ 
tacts  employed  being  the  Messrs.  Morrison.    By  those  gentle* 
men  it  was  correctly  perceived  that  a  mansion  of  modern  foataras 
would  bear  no  affinity. of  character  to  the  bold,  august,  and  pic- 
turesque scenery  of  tlus  demesne.    They  adopted,  therefore,  aa 
the  model  of  their  improvements,  the  English  baronial  mansion 
of  .the  sixteenth  ceatnry,  turrettedand  rich  in  detail,  examples 
of  which  style  maybe  seen  at  Hatfidd  and  Burleigh.    Without 
dispnting  the  judgment  of  these  tasteful  aad  able  arclatects,  it 
may,  perhaps,  be  doubtful  whether,  considering  the  prevailing 
tone  of  the  surrounding  scenery,  and  the  high  antiquity  of  the 
fomily  .  seated  through  almost   countless  generations   on  this 
demesne^  a  model  of  a  date  still  more  remote  might  not  have  been 
selected,  with  an  increased  degree  of  effect  in  oongruity  of  keep- 
ing.   The  abode  of  the  Kavanaghs,  placed  amidst  the  natural 
grandeur  of  Borria,  must  have  appeared  congenial  to  the  family 
and  the  country,  if  castellated  in  the  magnificent  taste  of  the 
third  Edward.    StiU,  the  building,  as  altered  after  the  designs  of 
the  Messrs.  Morrison,  is  so  very  splendid  a  specimen  of  the 
order  of  mansions  which  it  is.  intended  to  represent,  that  few 
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•pedators  wiU  fail  to  rest  contentlBd  with  the  effiMtt  of  the  ardn^ 
tocts.  GoDTeoienoe,  in  this  noble  resideace,  is  carefblly  Ueaded 
with  ornameat;  and,  contrary  to  the  perrerse  costom  in  many 
toorated  direUiags,  it  may  be  safely  affirmed  that  the  gemns  of 
the  bnilder  is  most  forcibly  displayed  in  the  interior.  The  pria« 
cipal  apaitments  are  spadoas,  appropriate^  and  chastely,  althoagh 
suBpt8oiisly>  adorned. 

The  demeane  of  Borris  has  constitated,  for  nnmerons  sac-' 
eesalf  e  ages,  the  chief  residence  of  the  senior  representativesr 
ef  the  posterity  of  Donald  Kavanagb,  natoral  son  of  D^r- 
mod  Mac-moioogh,  the  last  King  of  Lobster.*  The  descendants* 
of  that  distingnlshed  personage  have  performed  prominent  porta* 
in  tiie  aftdrs  of  Ireland,  at  many  eventfal  jmctores.  Owing  to* 
tte  troubled  state  of  the  ooontry,  and  the  antient  daims  of  this 
potent  race,  we  chiefly,  nntil  recent  more  settled  and  pacific  ages, 
rooegnise  the  name  in  oonjonction  with  scenes  of  tnrbnloiee,  bnt 
aro  oton  constrained  to  admire  instances  of  indiridaal  heroism. 
Happily,  for  several  geaeralionB,  the  sameardoaroffiuaily  feeing 
has  iieen  emjdoyed  in  genuine  patriotism,  and  snch  acts  of  local 
beneficence  as  ftJl  moro  pecnliarly  within  the  sphero  of  the 
topographer's  consideration  • 

We  f^Nrhcar  from  following  the  varied  fortunes  td  this  very  an« 
tisnt  and  illostrioos  fomily  through  the  centuries  briefly  socceed- 
mg  the  introdnctiott  of  the  Anglo-Normans  by  King  Demod,  and 
observe  that,  on  tiie  4lii  of  NovemW,  1650i  Charies,  or  CaUr, 
Mae  Art  Macmoroagh  Kavantgh,  of  Polmonty,  chief  of  the  name, ' 
in  the  great  eoondl-cfaamber  of  Dublin,  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
load  lieutenant.  Sir  Anthony  St.  Leger,  and  othier  offidal  and  dis- 
tiuguiahed  peiaons,  snbmitled  himself,  and  pubfidy  renounced* 
the  title  and  dignity  of  Mao  Mouovoh,  as  borne  by  his  ancestors. 
Upon  wliieh  occasion,  as  was  usual  in  those  times,  he  ''  parted 

*  The  rssder  will  recollect  that  in  our  notice  of  Fsnu  (C^untjf  of  fTejr- 
/M)  we  iHiTe  preieoted  tome  remerkf  of  tbe  Chevalier  Do  Montmorencyy 
■Wwiny  thet  In  Ireland*  firOm  the  earlleet  periode  down  to  a  date  to  recent 
•i  the  rixtoonlh  cenViryv  lllegitlnacy  was*  for  ntany  polMeal  reaio^i, 
sot  viewod  fat  a  hnmlllatinf  light. 
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viMii  a  ^r(i«l  oi  bit  estate^'*  Four  years  dttUBCk^wnt  to 
MtimdoA,  this  eliieftasn  was  cteslied  by  Qaeen  Mssj  a  peei 
Hliay  by  tbe  title  of  Baron  of  Balygan,  m  tke  ooonty  of  Wexl 

Notwithstanding  tbia  iocreaaiag  aauiy  between  the  ^dti 
and.  the  Engliih  goivanamenty  we  find  di^Brent  laenibersofi 
aept  ea^paged  ia  anlntioaA-  stro^^es  im  pewer  at  varioits  su 
qnent  periods.  In  the  year  1559^  Hugh  Mao  Mero«|^  dai 
the  diaeaided  chieftaiasiiip^  and  r^aived  to  arma  in  sapp^ 
fan  prtitensioni .  The  aaaumption  of  Idiia  title  had  new  a 
ta  be  merely  a  aabject  of  oontention  between  rhralindividiiala 
tfas:fauid  elgorarnnient  interfered  to^  crnah  so  aefionaan  eff( 
iadependeneet.  SSr  Nadielas  BageMl^  bKigbt>«iafli«hBl,i  mn 
a  body  of  troopa  againtt  the  aapiciag  Hngh;  and.  a  deap 
oonflidt  tttsned,  which^  we  aae  told;,  was  **  so*  weU  feagbt  oi 
aides^  tiiat  the  loss,  aa  wdi  as  tbe  victoay^  is  nneertain/' 

DoiMdd<4BpaniBgh  fdk»  Spamnf*^  was  a  turinilent  per& 
of  tbe  aept  el  Kavanagb,  in.  the  latter  part  e£  the  siisteentl 
tnry.*  In  tbe  yess  lfiM>  this  DoDaUi^  in^  eoi^nBetion 
Pbeagb  Mao  Hn^  0*Byme  (often  noticed  ia  omr  descr 
of  the  County  of  Wieklow)  ravaged  the  entiae  country 
Wicklow  to  the  gates  of  Dublin.  His-  aggressions  remain 
some  time  nnaiFeaged^  bnt>  m  the  year  1600^.  Ssr  Oliver  Lai 
the  British  general,  invaded  the  landa  of  Donaidi-Spania^ 
liade  a^  pray  of  1000  eowsv  500  garM>na.  (smatt  horses)^ 
fpneat  ttere  of  sheep.  This- dating  topardl  died  at  his  caa 
CkNUHotin,  ill  the  yesv  ISAt,  at  168%,  txid  waa  snoceec 
thd  family  domain  by  hia  son.  Sir  Morgan  Kavanagh  ef  Bor 

Bonaa  Castle>  in  the  year  1642,  Was  garrisoned  by  the  i 
mentariana}  and  the.  bnilding  then;  esperiencing  a  siege  I 
Iriah,  Sir  Charles  Coote,  with  some  difficolty,  threw  in  I 
reinforcem^l  crfmen  and  provisions.  Aftev  liie  reaCoral 
King  Charles  II.  Bryan  Kavanagb,  Esq.  was  suffered  to  ren 

.  *  The  opiftnst  of  ^uniagh  waa  foDqaeaAly  «p]»Uftd  by  the  al 
not  became  tha  peraoe  w  tertaed  was  born  or  bi^dtaSpain,  bat 
coontoC  hte  SaYla^  a  yellow  or  aaUow  connplexiony  reseoiUing^, 
supposed,  that  of  the  Spanish  people. 
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0f  ^.  Mol]ii*6>  and  ^ow  form  IM  iolieritwMe  oi  tbs  repeeBOitatiirs: 
of  ti^  diatiiif oifthed  fwnUy;  TbooM  Kavanagh^  Esq.  bvothcE-in- 
Ulv»  «id  Hmternftl  coBaut-garmanv  of  the  late  piaitpiiBis>  and  •( 
Um^  pviMeal  eat U  ef  OemoMde. 

Ilarii^  tlt^uiiMrrMlioxi.  ia  1798>  tbia  part  of  tba  ooantry  waa- 
^vyoaciA  lo  nunsr  ♦f  tki*«M  csotaasea  wUeb  mast  be  expected  te*  Btai'ii 
U^  aaaak  <tf  ^lioaa  eoftUnltieo.  At  tbat  time  the  hone  «£  Beivie 
W(93  plaeed  in  a^  alata  oi  dctfeace^  aad  aoaceaafiilly  wlfehstoad  a  la* 
BNiUiiaiia  liUack luid.a  fonMlsU^e  (torn ike iuBiii|;e»t party > 

KaiiiiYatowJr^  or  Kjuabtstowm^  it  distant  from  Carlow  aiboat 
fim  mUoi  taraoda  tke  toMh-eaat.    The  mora  antknt  naoie  of 

*  The  events  connected  with  theattack  •£  Borrb  CaiUe  are  thus  ilated 
in  Mr.  Hay's  Hist,  of  the  Insurrection  of  179<i.  '<  As  the  insurgents  had 
not  a  sufficiency  of  gunpowder  to  uodertake  any  new  attack,  they  remain- 
edinactiye  in  their  several^  encampments  for  some  days{  but  in  order  to 
oNala  •  tappiy  o#  that  artich»,  it  was  resolved' to  make  an  attack  on 
BdrriSythe  saatof  WallasMavanagh,  Esq.  intlie  county  of  Carlow,  whore, 
U  wj^.tnpgosed,  lay  a  guf  fit  quantity  of  anna  aad  aroauiaiilaii.  A  datad* 
meat  accordingly  proceeded  from  the  camp  on  Vlnagar-hill  to  tiiat  oa 
Lacken-hill,  where,  receiving  reinforcement,  the  united  party  moved 
forward  (o  the  attack  of  Borris,  where  they  arrived  after  a  night's  march, 
ewly  on  the  morning  of  the  T9th.  The  cavalry  stationed  there  fled  on  the 
■pptfaarft  of  the  hMuiyenti,  but  ■  party  of  the  Donegall  militia,  who  hatf 
tak«a.«p  Aeir  qaaotars.  ia,  the.  haose,  deleaded  It  with  great  bravely, 
lyapiog  up  a  coastanA  ftca  fram  the  i^pftfr  wiodowa,  aad  lotiag  batioao 
■an  in  the  course  of  the  contest.  The  cannon  the  insurgents  had  brought 
i|itii  them  were  top  small  to  have  any  eifect  on  the  castle,  as  the  oaly  ball 
^jjffhang^  ^3  09*  of  them,  rebounded  from  the  wsJU,  andi  an  attack  by. 
maykatiy  wan  of  coBi)se  considered  ineffeetnal.  As  no  bopat  then  remain- 
ed o£  taklBf  the  aiaaMon  by  asMolt  or  battery^  oooi&deitng.tiia  ■ttengih' 
9f^  tJMrkanai  of  tH  walii»  aad  tbat  the  lower  wiadowa  wore  ako  lately 
ba|lt  ai^wiiii  scroag  maaon^work,  tbe  anailaataaBt  the  oatariofllaM  on  flioy 
i^  bfipaa  of  £dccwc  the  gftjomm  to  dislodge  tbenMol vea  for  their  pnotaatloa  f 
bal  tl^a  BWMBavia  praying  iBoffectualy,  aad. the  iamrgeaaibaBiai^  axpanf 
de(i  al^ thalv  aanaapittaaia aialesa ofiovti*  aadibaviiig.banft Haaa haaiM. 
ia  the  Yiyi|iD^»  roiavpodi  to  tbe  savaral  egwampiaaitt  ttoipt  Wriilcb  thay.  ftsd 
beaadetaf^bqd  ia  tha  county  o£Wo«tard«"-^miUof  tbo  Ia»aiiiactkiB»  &fi« 
p.p.  190^191. 
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this  pUee  is  CUf'nma^ur^iikiai^na»m4)fn,  tke  clitirch  x>f  the  pi 
mourning  Munster  women ;  allnsive  to  a  sangainary  battle  fou) 
here,  in,  or  aboot>  the  year  478,  in  which  the  Momonian  warri( 
were  defeated  and  slaughtered  by  the  Lagenians.  We  are  t 
by  the  Irish  annalists  that  this  battle  was  fought  between  i 
men  of  Leinster,  headed  by  Lnghaidh,  the  monarch,  grandi 
of  King  Niall  of  the  nine  hostages,  and  Eocha,  King  of  Munsl 
and  his  forces.'— At  Kellysto wh  are  the  remains  of  a  pillar-toiK 
standing  in  an  elevated  situation.  This  stroctore  is  formed 
the  grit  stone  of  the  country,  and  measures  internally  tw< 
feet  diameter.  Near  the  tower  are  the  ruins  of  a  church  \  and  I 
fabrics  were  dedicated  to  St.  Patrick,  who  has  the  credit  of  hai 
been  their  founder.  The  church  is,  likewise^  built  of  grit-st 
and  the  arches  are  plain  and  semi- circular.  Here  is  the  i 
of  sepulture  of  the  Mac  Cumins,  or  Cummins,  a  subordinate  s 
formerly  seated  in  this  part  of  the  country.  The  tombstone 
persons  of  this  name  are  numerous,  but  the  most  antient  ins( 
tion  now  remaining  is  to ''  Hugo  Mac  Cummins,  A.D.MDCI1 
The  antient  baptismal  font  still  remains  in  this  ruined  cbi 
and  is  rudely  cut  from  a  single  stone,  in  the  shape  of  an  il 
signed  vase. 

TuLLow,  TuLLAOH,  or  TuLLYOPHEUM^  a  Small  town,  ft 
on  the  river  Slaney,  near  the  eastern  borders  of  the  county, 
sents  the  remains  of  a  monastic  building  and  a  castle.  Con 
ing  the  religious  house  at  this  place  little  is  now  known,  e 

*  The  following  remarkt  may  be  niefal,  in  conToyiag  to  the  E 
reader  inlelligence  concerning  the  derivation  of  the  names  of  seyera 
aeptf*— St.  Cumineua,  bishop  and  abbot  of  JBndrom  (Antrim)  died 
668.  Another  sainted  penonege  of  thia  name  (fonnder  of  the  moi 
of  Kilcnimin,  in  the  modem  barony  of  Clonliih  in  the  King's  C 
formerly  called  Diaert»Cnimin)  died  A.D.  068.  No  doqbt  the  i 
which  we  have  alluded  above,- bearing  a  peculiar  veneration  to  one  t 
of  those  saints  chose  him  for  their  patron,  and  adopted  to  his  hon< 
luune  of  Mac  Comln,  or  rather  Mac-giola-Cnimin,  the  eon  of  Um  i 
of  Cnlmin$  which,  like  the  Mac«giola- Patrick  of  the  dynasts  of  i 
and  others,  continued  to  be  the  hereditary  snma^  of  that  particQii 
M6Sk  of  Chev.  De  Montmorency. 
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f^nt  its  inmates  followed  the  rale  of  St.  Augustine^  and  that  theirpos- 
Mssions  were  granted,  at  rome  time  sabsequebt  to  the  dissolution, 
to  Thomas  Earl  of  Ormonde.*  The  Castle  of  TuUow  was  erected 
late  in  the  twelfth  centnry,  by  order  of  the- Anglo-Norman  gotlirn- 
mentj  nnder  the  inspection  of  Hugh  De  Lacy,  Earl  of  Mcath. 
This  fortress  was  held  by  Colonel  Bntler,  in  1650,  against  Oliver 
Cromwell ;  bnt,  after  a  valiant  resistance,  was  taken  by  the  par- 
liament forces  mider  Colonels  Hewson  and  Reynolds.  As  was 
osoal  in  the  ferocious  wars  of  the  seventeenth  centnry,  the  re« 
dvction  of  the  castle  was  followed  by  the  inflictjon  of  detestable 
cmelties  ^n  the  snbdned  garrison. — ^A  monastic  establishment 
exists  here,  founded  within  the  last  thirty  yeai^. 

The  following  seats  are  conspicuous  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
town  of  Tallow. — AdrUtan,  the  residence  of  Mr.  Finlay.  Mount' 
wolletlep,  the  handsome  seat  of  Sir  Richard  WoUesIey,  Bart ; 
a<jQoining  which  is  Covf/miorf,  formerly  a  seat  of  the  Kavanaghs, 
now  of  the  family  of  Eustace. — Raihrush^  a  manor  belonging  to 
Tisconnt  Frankfort  de  Montmorency,  is  distant  from  TuUow  three 
miles ;  and,  within  one  mile  of  that  demesn'e,  is  Balynunnery, 
the  seat  of  Mr.  Swift,  f    Some  ruins  of  Cattle- Grace  are  still  to 

*  Theobald,  the  grandson  and  heir  of  Sir  Edmund  Qatler,  of  Rosera 
and  Clonghrenan  Castles,  wai  created,  in  1603,  FUeount  TuUe^pkeUm, 
The  tillee  of  Ormoade  and  Ossory  were  likewlte  aecnred  to  him,  but  fait 
lerdihip  dyl»g  in  1615,  witbont  iisne  by  his  wife,  the  Lady  Elizabeth 
Batler,  only  child  of  Thomas,  tenth  Earl  of  Ormonde,  K.  G.  his  line  be- 
came oztlnct.  Richard,  the  fifth  son  of  the  first  Dnheiof  Ormonde,  was 
in  1690,  created  Baron  of  CloogfareMui,  Yisootat  Tallow  and  Earl  of 
Ama,  bat  died  withoat  issae  male  in  1685.  These  titles  were  in  1693, 
again  nevivod  in  tho  person  of  Charles,  the  second  and  youngest  son  of  tho 
josUy  celebrated  Thomas  Earl  of  Ossory,  and  brother  of  the  anfortanate 
Dake  of  Ormonde,  who  was  attainted  in  1716.  This  Earl  of  Arran  alsd 
died  withont  issne  a»ale  in  1758,  when  these  titles  became  a  second  time 
extiact. 
,  t  This  Boat  woiUd  appear,  from  its  name,  to  have  been  origiimtly  a 
copveni  of  anas.  It  is  not  improbable  that  this  is  the  place  called  by  Dr. 
O'Halloraa  Kitliadan  (the  dowry-chnrch)  and  which  was  oafcnown  id 
the  anther  of  the  Moaastlcon.    The  foundation  is  said  to  ha«e  been  ttad«' 

vot.  h.  c 
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1|}Q  floeoj  w]nfAL  building  ym,  ftrobidilyj  founded  by  th«  6rac» 
fan^Uyj  who  wer^  among  tke  ewrUest  landed  proprietocf  io  tbif 
comity.  This  antient  structitre^  and  a  coasiderable  estate  aroiiiid> 
it,  hayQ  been,  however^  for  a  very  long  period  in  the  posaeasion  o£' 
the  EarU  of  OrIno^d^.  In  the  years  1268  and  127^>  ve  find 
tiro  peraoi^  named  William  le  Gras  governors  of  Carlow  for  the 
Roger  Bigots,  the  fourth  and  fifth  Earls  of  Norfolk,  lords  palatine. 
Leiohlin,  usually  termed  Old  Lbiohlin,  now  a  small  Til- 
lage, was  formerly  a  place  of  considerable  importance,  and  i» 
still  an  episcopal  see,  but  united  to  the  diocess  of  Ferns.  A 
monastery  was  establiabed  here,  early  in  the  7th  centory,  by 
St.  Gobban,  which  was  surrendered,  according  to  Archdall,  by 
tj/ie.  founder  to  St.  Laserian,  first  bishop  of  Leighlin }  who  *^  at  one 
time  had  1500  monks  under  his  jurisdiction.'*  Here  was,  also,  a 
Priory,  dedicated  to  St.  Stephen;  which,  as  we  are  told  by  the 
annalist  TbadyDowling,  ''was  founded  by  Burchard,  a  Nov- 
wegiiV^  <^ptain/'*  This  foundation  was  dissolved  in  1432,  by 
consent  of  Pope  Eugene  IV.  and  its  estates  were  annexed  to  the 
de^n^ry  of  Leighlin. 

hy  St.  Kteran,  before  the  arrival  of  St.  Patrick^  and  the  nunoery  to  hav» 
been  the  oldest  ia  the  islaad.    MSS.  of  the  Cfaev.  De  Moatmoreacy. 

•  DdwUaf  I  the.  friar  aad  aoDalist,  adds  further  that,  io  bis  time,  the 
tomb  of  tbia  Barchard,  or  Boachard,  was  remaiainE,  with  his  efflgles  re« 
poiiaf  upon  it»  and  an  inscription  in  iiatin,  of  which  that  writer  preservea 
a  copyt  It  woald  appear  to  be  extremely  probable  that  the  whole  of  the 
pmrticalan  presented  by  Dowlin^,  respectioj^  **  Barchard,  the  son  of  Goi- 
m•a4l^9"  are  faoaded  In  error,  proceeding  fb'om  misinterpreted  tradition. 
It  must  be  neaiiy  ettperflaoae  to  obserye  that  the  monument  to  which  he 
ajlades»  if  ornamented  wkh  the  eflgies  of  the  deceased  person  whom  It 
was  deslgaed  to  commemoFate,  could  not,  nccordtof  to  all  rational  eon* 
claiion,  be  of  greater  antiquity  than  the  latter  part  of  the  twelfth  century. 
The  CheyalierDa  Montmorency,  in  some  learned  and  ingenious  MS.  remarhs 
npoa  tfie  salgect,  is  of  opinion  that  the  tomb  In  question  **  had  been  raised 
in  honour  of  an  Anglo-Norman  chief,  named  Bouchard,  seated  at  Wezfbrd, 
whkb  place  by  the  Iriab  was  called  Lwgh  Oormondf  according  to  which 
hypothesis  the  ^ascription  preserved  by  Dowling  may  be  thus  translated: 
*\  Here  lieth  interred  the  ducal  fouader  of  Lelghlin. 
"  BeboM*  Baachard  of  Gornaad  (Wexford)  a  man  grateful  to  the  chnrdu'* 
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The  ecdesiastieal  iaititiitioos  of  LttgUitl  speedSf  led  to  tlie 
ibrmation  of  a  popttlooi  town;  butvarioiis  calamities,  luiaiDg' 
from  intestine  warfiare,  interfered  with  the  prosperity  of  the  in« 
bkbilaBita.  AriKmgst  theee  it  may  be  notiOed  that  the  town  was 
attacked  and  wasted^  by  tho  people  of  Ossory,  in  the  year  979y 
and  wag  destroyed  by  fire  ia  1060.  Many  adrantages  were  bb« 
lainod  for  the  inhabitants  by  the  exertions  of  Bishop  Herlewia. 
In  1216,  this  prelate,  writes  Dr.  Ledwich,  «'  had  the  town  in^ 
eorporaled,  and  obtained  for  the  burgesses  privileges  similar  to 
those  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  Bristol,  with  liberties  extending 
Iboot  a  mUe  and  a  half  roond  tlie  town.  Large  stones  defiod 
the  extent  of  these  liberties,  and  on  them  were  these  words; 
^  Termlana  Bargeat.  Lechlinen.  luc  lapis  est.*'  One  of  these 
stones  stands  near  Ldghlin  bridge,  another  near  Wells>  and  m 
third  in  the  tnoantttns." 

in  1889,  the  town  was  agidn  destroyed  in  party  warfare;  hat 
was  so  f&t  recovered  in  the  year  1400,  as  to  possess  eigfaty-six 
bnrgage  tenements.  Amongst  its  bnildings,  at  the  same  time, 
are  mentioned  an  episcopal  palace,  a  deaaery-honse,  and  a  mo- 
nastery. The  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  river  Barrow,  in  the 
fourteenth  centnry,*  by  giving  a  new  direction  to  the  great  south- 
ern road,  obviously  accelerated  the  decay  of  this  town,  whick 
now  retains  no  vestige  of  its  former  importance,  eaeeept  the 
cathedral. 

The  Cathedral  Church  of  Leighlxn  is  a  small,  bnt  decent, 
stmctnre,  of  cruciform  arrangement,  and  in  the  pointed  style* 
We  are  told  by  Ware  that  the  antient  cathedral  having  been  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  the  whole  was  rebuilt  by  Bishop  Donat,  who  died 
in  1185.  This  stracture  falling  to  decay,  the  choir  was  again 
le-edified  by  bishop  Saunders,  who  was  advanced  to  this  see  in 
1587.  The  work  of  the  latter  pndate  constitutes  the  chief  part 
of  the  present  cathedral,  which  also  acts  as  the  parochid  chnrck/ 
Several  bishops  were  here  interred,  but  without  existing  mona- 

•  See  article  Leig^Hn  Bridge. 
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ments.*  At  a  small  distance  from  the  church  is  a  welU  dedicated 
to  St.  Laserian,  now  shaded  by  trees  ^  in  the  vicinity  of  which  is 
a  stone  cross,  of  mde  workmanship. 

Leighlin  was  constituted  an  episcopal  see  about  the  year  632. 
\^  St.  LaseriBB,  otherwise  called  Molissa,  who  was  consecrated 
a  bishop  by  Pope  Honorias,  and  appointed  by  that  pontiff  legate 
<>f  Ireland:  The  interests  of  the  see  experienced  great  injury  from 
the  frequent  wars  which  hariissed  this  district,  but  these  evils 
were  as  coastaiitly  repaired  by  the  active  ex^tions  of  several  spi- 
rited and  able  prelates,  until  the  latter  years  of  the!  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, at  which  time  bishop  Daniel  Karanagh  (wh6  succeeded  to  this 
see  in  1567>  and  died  in  1567,)  by  granting  long  leases,  and  other 
unjustifiable  acts;  committed  irremediable  damage  ou  the  episcopal 
property.  In  the  year  1600,  after  a  vacajicy  of  nearly  three 
years,  this  see  was  united  to  the  bishopric*  of  Ferns ;  which  unioft- 
has  ever  since  subsisted.  For  a  list  of  the  prelates  who  sat  at 
Lfeighlin  we  refer  to  the  '*  History  of  the  Bishops  of  Ireland"  by 
Sit  James  Ware,  -  An  ennmeratibn  of  the  bishops  who  have  held 
this  sed  in  conjunction  with  Ferus^  is  presented  in  our  account 
of  the  latter  place. 

The  diocess  of  Leighlin,  according  to  Dr.  Beaufort, ''  is  of  a  very 
irregular  form ;  in  some  places  but  six,  and  in  none  above  thirteen 
miles  broad,  though  it  is  thirty-nine  miles  long,  from  north  to 
south.'*  It  comprises  eighty-nine  parishes  ;  seven  of  which  are 
in  the  county  of  Wicklow  ;  forty- nine  in  Garlow  ;  twenty-seven 
in  the  Queen*s  County ;  and  six  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny. 

*  There  are,  however,  in  Uiib  reclu^  cathedral  church,  numerouB 
sepalcbiml  inscriptions  to  members  of  several  families  Ien|f  seated  ia 
neighboarlng  districts,  incladin|p  the  distinguished  family  of  Kavanagh. 
The  most  antlent  inscription  is  to — Kavmnagh,  daughter  to  Maurice^  son 
of  Donate  who  died  A.  D.  1500.  On  the  tomb  of  Hary^  wife  of  Richer  4 
Figortf  who  died  A.D.  1703*4,  are  the  following  lines: 

-!  •      " 

Tbou  dnst  and  cUy«  tell  me  I  say, 

Where  is  thy  beauty  fled? 
Was  it  in  vain  ?  or  doth  it  gain 

The  favour  of  the  dead  ? 
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Tke  Chapter  18  composed  of  a  dean;  preceetor;  chancellor; 
treararerj  archdeaooii ;  and  fonr  prebendaries.  • 

Luohlin-Bbioob  is  the  name  given  to  a  small  post  and  fair 
town,  distant  about  two  miles  from  Old  Leigblin,  and  sitvated  on 
the  banks  of  the  riTer  Barrow.  The  origin  of  a  settlement  at  this 
place  may  be  traced  to  the  twelfth  century. — ^Abont  the  yeair  1181, 
a  castle  was  erected  here  by  John  de  Clahol,  or  de  Claville,  with' 
the  sanction  of  Earl  Hugh  de  Lacy.  The  remains  of  this  building, 
chiefly  consisting  of  a  square. tower,  richly  clothed  with  hryj  are 
still  to  be  seen^  in  the  immediate  yictnity  of  the  bridge.  This ' 
was  osually  termed  the  Black  Castie,  A  second  fortress  was  built 
at  '<  New  Leighlin*',  in  the  year  1408,  by  Gerald,  fifth  Earl  of 
Kildare>  on  which  the  founder  bestowed  the  appellation  of  fFMie 
Casiie,  in  contradistinction  to  the  name  of  the  structure  erected 
by  De  ClaTiUe. — In  1577>  "  the  castle  of  Leigblia'*  was  taken  by 
Rory-Oge  O'More^  the  turbulent  dynast  of  Leix^  who,  at  the 
same  time^  destroyed  the  town  by  fire.  The  same  fortress  was^ 
again  taken  by  Colonel  Hew8on,for  Oliver  Cromwell,  in  1649. 

A  monaiterp  for  Carmelite  friars  was  founded  on  a  spot  near 
the  Black  Castle^  upon  the  east  bank  of  the  Barrow,  by  De  Carew, 
haron  of  Idrone^  towards  the  dose  of  the  reign  of  Henry  III.- 
After  the  suppression  of  religions  houses  this  monastery,  then  in  ^ 
the  hands  of  the  government,  was  occasionally  occufHed  by  Sir 
Edward  Bellinghamt  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  who,  in  the  year  • 
1S47>  snrroonded  the  abbey  with  a  wall,  and  built  here  a  fort. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  Sir  Edward  Bellingham  estaUished  at 
tins  place  (as  likewise  at  Abbey-Leix)  harrat,  or  studs  of  horses, 
of  an  improved  and  better  breed  than  had  before  been  known  in 
Ireland,  for  the  use  of  his  own  household,  and  for  the  pubUc- 
service. 

The  most  ctfHons  vestige  of  antiquity  in  this  ndghbourhood^ 
consuts  in  a  RatK  exhibiting  the  extensive  remains  of  an  earths- 
work,  formerly  a  place  of  inhabitation.  Some  funeral  urns  have 
been  found  here,  composed  of  earthen  ^"«'  ""^  containing, 
nothing  more  than  a  small  portion  of  dust. 

The  ^nV^tf  of  Leigblin,  comprising  ten  aiches,  was  built  by 
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MtvUipe  Jftkit J  a  eotton  of  the  cuthediel  of  Kildare>  about  the  yeai 
1390.  Acharch,  receatly  erected^  oocupiestlieaiteoftlieabbaj 
This  is  «  siaall  «nd  plain  buUdiBg^  ia  aoaM  degree  imitative  af  th 
pointed  alyle  of  ardutectare. 

At  DuNLSQCNBY,  naar  the  village  of  £A$iMir#-4fM[ftf»  (whei 
a.9ton^*bridge  19  GOQfitracted  over  the  rWer  Bairow)  is  the  aatiei 
80at  pf  the  Bagenaltf  which  very  re^ctable  family  fint  sefctied  i 
thia  connfiy  ahortly  after  the  year  i&6S>  the  date  of  a  wei)*£(>«c^ 
battle  tetweeo.  the  foroee  of  goverament^  uader  the  oommai 
of  Sir  Nicholas  Bagenal^  kaighi-iDar8hal>  and  the  followen 
Hugh  MaC'Moroagh  Kavanagh. — ^The  late  proprietor^  Beauchas 
Bagenal^  Esq.  M.P.  beqaeathed  this  demesne  to  --•—  Ryaoj  £( 
the  present  owner  of  the  estate^  who>  as  we  are  inforiaed^  is  t 
Iteeal  male  repreientative  of  the  chief  of  the  O'Ryaos^  topar< 
of  Idrone  (in  which  barooy  Danleckney  is  situated)  at  the  peri 
of  the  Aoglo- Norman,  invasion. 

.-  WsLLSi  nominally  a  fair  town«  bat«  in  reality^  a  small  1 
hnjnblo  village^  in  the  barony  of  Idrone^  c<mtaiiied  a  monat 
edifioei  of  which  considerable  traces  remain.  There  exists  a  t 
d}tio«  that  Wdb  was  formerly  eodowed  with  borough  franchia 
and  was  the  assice  town  of  this  county.  Here  is  one  of  the  st 
minerial  crosoes  of  the  .17th  centnry, 

BuEvoM  H^iiLi  the  handsome  seat  of  the  Burton  family 
situated  on.  the  banks  of  a  samli  river>  which  forma  the  lin 
boundary  between  the  counties  of  Carlow  and  Kildare. 
mansion  occupies  a.  pleasmg  eminence,  and  is  approached  tbrc 
a,  long  and  wide  avenne  of  wdl-grown  trees^  flanl^ed  with  < 
woods,  cot  into  nnmerDqa  vistas.  The  park  in  the  rear  compi 
two  hundrod  acres  of  land,  enclosed  by  walls,  and  ia  ornai 
tally  planted. 
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COUNTY  OF  KILDARE. 

This'^  midhnd  comity  of  Leinster*'  is  conttgiioas,  on  the  west, 
to  the  King's  and  Queen's  Connties,  ircm  the  latter  of  which  die* 
tricCs  it  is  chiefly  separated  by  the  river  Barro^.  On  the  north 
lies  Meath,  the  Une  of  division  between  Kildare  and  that  diittiot 
ben^  partly  iMrmed  by  the  Blackwater.  On  the  east  are  the 
covntieB  of  Doblin  and  Wicklow.  Its  sonthern  ertremity  unites 
with  the  borders  of  Carlow.  The  greatest  lengthy  as  stated  by 
Mr.  Rawson,  in  his  "Statisdcal  SQrv«y/*is  aboaKthirty-twonfles, 
and  the  extreme  breadth  twenty-one  miles.  The  number  of  Bare- 
aies  and  half-baronies  is  foorteen  y  and  the  naines  by  which  Iffaiey 
are  distingntthed  are  as  follow :  Carbuiy ;  CMne  ;  C^midl  $  EMt 
Ophmieg  ;  EaH  Narragh  and  SMan  ;  IbeaO^  and  OughMritkg  / 
KUcMem  ;  KUkea  and  Moane ;  North  Ntua  /  Norik  SMi  ;  Shuik 
Nmu;  SeuikSmlt;  fFM  Opkaleif ;  fFkH  NmragA  ustd  RMtm. 
These  baronies  are  snbdiTided  into  113  parishes/ 57  of  Whieh 
are  nnder  the  see  of  Doblin,  and  66  nnder  that  of  Kildare. 

Nearly  one  fifth  part  of  this  eonnty  is  occupied  by  b6g,  iaela* 
ding  a  considerable  portion  of  the  great  chain  of  morasses  termed 
tike  Bbg  of  Allen.  In  other  parts  the  country  has  a  snrlkee  sUgfatly 
nndofeiitfaig,  bat  in  no  instmce  dees  it  assitme  a  raonntainotts  eha- 
ricter.  The  natoral  soil  is  a  stron^g  and  prodootiv^  clay,  and 
there  is  voch  rich  pktstnre-gt^nttd.  TWa  district  is  abMdaaMy 
watered!  The  river  Bafro>i^,  wfal^  passes  tiironglirmere  than 
twenty  milea  oii  the  sonth  and  west>  is  navigable  from  Ifenasle- 
revm,  where  It  meets  the  Grand  Canal. 

The  liiffey  winds  through  the  north-eastern  pavt8>:  and*  the 
Boyne  rises  in  ilie  Bog  of  Allen.  The  minor  streauf  are  very 
nanMrona;  and  die  Grand  Canal  poietrates  the  dreary  ^ain^of 
Alien,  ooaiariinieating  its  advantages  to- the  oentnJ  parte^  of  the 
cMnty.  •.!..:.. 

Pew  minerdtf.have  been  discovered  in  this  diatriet.    Ccffgir 
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18  found  ia  the  Mniry,  or  Red^  Hills  near  Kildare ;  and  th^  ooanCy 
contains  marbles  of  different  colours^  which  are  susceptible  of  a 
high  polish.    There  are  several  mannfactories  of  cotton,  and  oner 
establishment  for  the  mennfacture  of  woollen  cldth  ;  bot  the  chief 
reliance  of  the  inhabitants  is  on  agricoltore  and  grazing.    The 
farms  are  often  large,  bnt  the  mod^  of  hasbandry  are,  in  too  ittftny 
instaneis,  by  no  means  eoiispienoos  for  excellence.    A  c<Mri^t'' 
ide^ofthe  aspect  of  an  ordinary  farming  establishment  in'tlds- 
coonty,  may  be  aeqaired  from  the  following  remarks  byMr^. 
Utawson.      *'  The  .fermThonses  in  general  consist    of    a  long 
thatched  building  of  One  stofj,  containing  a  large  kitchen,  and* 
fire-place  in  the  centre^  and  lodgittg  rooms  at  either  eddv  .The 
front-door  looks  to  the  ba^ns- and  stld>le8  atthe  light,  behindf 
which  is  the  haggaid^  and  on  the  left  side  are  placed  the  cow  and 
bullock  houses.    In  the  centre  of  the  hout  yard  are  the  danghiUs  y: 
.  and  the  pig-tronghs  are  near  to  the  front  door.    The  tenant  coar : 
stantly  execntes  all  boildings  and  repairs."    The  fields  into  which^ 
the  farms/are  divided  are  usually  small,  and  in  the  uplands  are' 
sometimes  divided  by  quick-set  hedges,  bat  more  frequently  bf 
dykes,  mounds  of  earth,  or  walls. 

The  poor,   except  on  certain  favoured  spots,  inhabit  cabins^ 
of  tiie  most  wretched  description ;   but  the  condition  of  this  nu- 
merous class,  in  regard  to  an  honest  emulation  in  dress  and  per-  « 
sonal  appearance,  was  much  improved  when  Mr.  Rawson  printed 
his  remarks  on  this  county,  and  continues  to  experience  a  progres-  . 
siveamelioration.  That  writer  presents  the  following  observatioaa  - 
on  the  stateof  the  peasantry  in  this  county.—'^  Oatmeal,  potatoes,  - 
eggs,  herrings,  with  some  milk  and  butter,  constitute  the  food 
of  the  lower  orders  -,  their  fuel  is  turf  $  their  clotlung  a  h<NDae-  • 
made  frize  coat,  cotton  waistcoat>  and  corderoy  breeches,  yarn  r 
stockings  and  brogues  for  every  day  :   for  the  unmarried,  white 
stockings  and  shoes  for  Sundays  and  holydays.    Even  in  the  dog- 
dayS)  Pat  sweats  under  a  heavy  frize  coat,  and  if  he  had  three  * 
coats,  &c.  he.  would  m.ount  them  all. — ^The  appeai^ance  of  ther 
women  is  much  bettered  ;   within  these  twenty  years  they  were  . 
ragged  und  bai'efoot  -,  even  on  Sunday,  if  a  girl  appeared  so  well 
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fh cased  a^tobave  •faoesuid  wbite  stockings^  sbewas  poioted 
at ;  now  DO  eovntiy  girl  is  seen  without  them.*' 

The  Engiith  huignage  is  very  generally  spoken.  In  notidng' 
thJemannerB  of  the  inhahitants,  the  acthor  last  cited  observes^ 
that  *'  the  cnstoms  of  gossipred  and  fosterage  are  in  the  greatest 
Horoe.  Gossips  will  fight  nost  ftertely  for  each  other  3  in  aU  con- 
VCTsatioaa  they  call  each  other  by  the  endearing  name  *,  not  toi 
have  goaaipa  to  stand  for  children^  when  baptized^  wonld  cast 
BMh  reflection  on  the  parents.*' 

That  this  d&trict  was  amply  populated  at  a  very  remote  date, 
is  proved  by  the  great  nnmber  of  raths,  or  earthworks,  still  to 
he  seen.  In  after-times,  daring  the  wars  of  the  pale,  and  the 
contentions  bet^veen  powerful  families  of  English  descent,  Kil- 
dare  was  often  the  scene  of  sanguinary  encounters  }  and  the  re* 
Buans  of  military  and  ecclesiastical  structures,  connected  with  the 
history  of  those  periods,  enrich  several  parts  of  the  county. 

Ptolemy  places  the  Cauci  in  this  tract  of  country.  In  regard 
to  its  occupants  at  periods  less  remote,  we  may  observe  that 
Kildare  comprised  a  portion  of  the  antient  Faiige,  or  Offaly ; 
eqiedaliy  in  its  sooth  and  south-west  parts.  The  north  and  north- 
east divisiona  belonged  to  Hy-Caalan,  and  to  Meath.  The  an- 
tient proprietors  of  the  first  were  0*Conor-Failge  -,  O'More ;  and 
O'Donne ;  and  of  the  last-mentioned  division  a  branch  of  the 
CKellys ;  0*Callan,  Lord  of  Naas ;  and  0*Melaghlin.  On  the 
arrival  of  the  Anglo-Normans,  £arl  Strongbow,  in  right  of  his 
wife,  became  lord  paramount, .  or  palatine^  of  Kildare ;  which 
dignity,  after  Strongbow *s  death,  descended  to  his  son-in-law, 
William  the  marshal.  Earl  of  Pembrolce.  This  latter  nobleman 
subdivided  the  freehpld  of  this  county  amongst  his  relations  and 
knights,  without  encroaching,  however,  on  those  parts  of  O' 
Melagfalin*s  territory  which  Henry  II.  had  bestowed  on  De 
Lscy.  To  'William  Fitzgerald  be  granted  0'CalIan*s  lordship 
of  Naas,  driving  the  old  proprietor  into  Ulster.  The  remainder 
of  the  county  he  divided  between  De  Hereford  -,  Myler  Fitzheary; 
De  Pbepo;  De  Pippard>   D^Aogelo  (otherwise  Nangle^)  and 
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Pe  Bermiiigliam.  Some  particslars  conoerniag  thd  tetheK  tMBt^* 
missions,  and  th^  descent  iA,  property  in  tbis  ocNuity^  will  most 
desirably  be  given  in  onr  notioe  of  respective  towns  and  eatates* 

In  tike  ttBlu^py  intestine  wars  of  the  ITth  centary,  and  ia  tlie 
troubles  of  the  year  1798,  Kildsre  largely  participated. 

AltfaoQgb  in  many  parts  flat,  and  greatly  dis^fvred  by  so  wide 
an  extent  of  bog  aa  that  which  pervades  its  western  divisions,  tile 
eastern  and  middle  districts  of  this  connty  are  pleasant,  and  are 
ornamented  with  namerons  seats  of  nobility  and  gentry.  Hia 
Grace  the  Dnke  of  Leinster  is  the  prindpal  landed  proprietor. 
Among  other  possessors  of  considerable  estates,  may  be  bma- 
tioned  the  Marquess  of  Drogheda ;  the  Earl  of  Aldb<Hvagh ;  the 
Earl  of  Mayo  ^  Lord  Cloncnrry ;  Sir  Gerald  Aylmer,  Bart  $  and 
Robert  La  Tonche,  Esq. 


Population  or  the  County  of  Kiloarb. 

The  number  of  houses  and  inhabitants,  according  to  the  re- 
turns made  in  obedience  to  the  act  of  1812,  was  as  follows ; 


Baronies,  Half  Baronies,  or  Barbhes. 


Carbury,    ...«•.••« 

ClaiQe, 

Connell,  Great,     

Ikeathy  and  Ooghterany,     . .  • 

KlUcnllen>     

Naas,  North,     

Naas,  South,     

Mooae  and  Kilkea, 

Narragh  and  Rheban,  West,    • 
Narragh  and  Rheban,  East,     . 

Ophaley,  East,      

Opbaley,  West^    

Salt,  North, «.. 

Salt,  South, 

Total.  . . 


Number  of 
Honacs. 


1,47« 

1,054 

1,029 

950 

520 

1,040 

654 

1,483 

1,051 

1,089 

1,144 

l,5iS2 

995 

561 


Oron 
Popalatlon. 


lAfifiA 


8,940 
6,470 
6,216 
5,016 
2,778 
6,048 
3,753 

9,077 
5,622 
6,318 
6,253 
7,674 
6»903 
3,465 
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Actordiiig  to  die  retorns  obtainod  in  the  year  ISSHi,  tke  told 
Bttiaber  of  hpoqes  in  tbts  connty  wbi^  at  tbat  time^  15^875;  a^d 
thft  total  nsmber  of  inhabitaiits  101^715,  Tbm>  on  tbe  aatkoii^ 
of  thete  relnrns^  tbe  increaae  of  inbabitants  between  tbe  two 
aboYe-Damed  perioda^  mast  be  stated  as  16^583. 

KILDARE, 

Now  a  sttaU  and  poor  town^  possesBing  few  attractions  for  tlitf 
timveller  not  imbued  with  a  Iovb  of  antiqoarian  inqmry>  is  boldly 
seated  on  elevated  groand ;  and  its  ecclesiastical  rains,  amoalgst^ 
wbicb  a  ronnd  tower  rises  ia  aspiring  grandear,  indicate  to  thd 
i^proacfain^  visiter  a  degree  of  importaaoe,  for  the  reality  of  whnis 
be  seeks  in  vain  on  a  closer  inspection.  Tbe  domestie  bniUfaigtf 
are  chiefly  of  a  faamble  description  ;  tbe  town  baa  little  trade ; 
and  the  whole  interest  of  t&e  place  dependB  on  the  feUes  of  pae€ 
ages,  and  tbe  historical  events  conneeted  with  Chose  resttgesr. 

The  repntationirf  St,  Brigid,  and- the  religteoa  taslitaliona: 
established  by  that  celebrated  saint,  first  raised  Kildare  to  its  an«« 
tient  emiaenoe  in  the  list  of  dtieB.  St.  Brigid,  whoee  birtk  ia 
placed  in  the  year  463,  is  said  to  have  been  the  itte|(Mnate 
danghter  of  an  Irish  chieftain,  and  to  hate  received  the  veH^  in 
the  fourteenth  year  ofiier  age,  froat  the  hands  of  St.  Patrick' hita* 
selfj  at  firom  one  of  his  imaiediate  diaeiplse.  She  founded  here 
a  nunnery;  aadthe  fonndatioB  of  an  abbey  Speedily' sliedeedod. 
A  bishopric  was  shortly  after  ejected,  and  ether  religioBs.  fioNlii«- 
datieqa  snbseqaeiitly  took  plteet  Before  entering  on  a  distjnct- 
notice  of  these  inatitationsy  it  may  be  desiraUa'teprelbent  a  brief 
sarvey  of  the  anads  of  the  town  which  arose  nnder  their  anspioes. 

The  existence  of  tevered  aad  distuHoished  monaatie  inetita*' 
tions,  and  the  drcamstance  of  this  place  being  constituted  tbe 
uerf  a  ikkap,  aataraUy  led  to  the  eeeatmclioA  of  a  popalous 
town.  Bet  the  rieb  oflferings  made  by  the  pious  to  altars  of  cele* 
brity,  and  the  valuable  articles  of  personal  property  reposited, 
on  the  appearance  of  public  danger,  in  sacred  buildings  of  high 
repute,  uniformly  exposed  the  inhabitants  of  sack  a  town  to  evils 
more  than  commensurate  with  their  advantages,  ia  ages  whan  the^ 
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8Word  W9iM  too  potent  for  the  law.  These  penaltiei  were  fstally 
expferieoced  by  the  town  of  Kildare,  in  instances  so  reiterated 
imd  simfiar,  as  scarcely  to  demand  individual  notice^  in  any  other 
ttMm  a  work  of  elaborate  topography.  The  borrors  of  conflagra-' 
tion,  after  acts  of  rapine  and  murder,  inflicted  by  tbe  Danes^ 
were  so  often  repeated  throughout  the  9th«  the  10th,  and  the 
early  part  of  the  llth  centuries,  that  humanity  sickens  over 
thfe  recital. *  Whilst  the  tenure  was  so  precarious,  it  wilt  be 
readily  supposed  that  little  provision  for  durability  was  made  tr 
constracting  domestic  buildings.  To  that  cause,  if  the  habits  of 
the  tnnes  do  not  in  themselves  afford  a  sufficient  explanation  of 
the  circumstance,  may  be  attributed  the  frequent  destruction  of 
Ibe  lown  by  accidental  fire,  in  the  above  disastrous  ages. 

Shortly  after  the  entry  of  the  English^  in  the  12th  century, 
Kildare  received  the  important  addition  of  a  castle,  under  the 
protection  of  which  building  the  town,  for  some  time,  attained  a 
greater  dq;ree  of  security  than  it  had  before  experienced.  A  new 
monastery  was  likewise  founded  by  the  Norman  lords  into  whose 
possession  the  town  now  passed ;  and,  whilst  the  place  assumed 
a  warlike  character,  it  maintained  its  antient  reputation  fbr  sanc- 
tity of  religious  institutions.  Long  periods  of  tranquillity  were 
iiot>  however,  permitted,  even  to  the  powerful,  whilst  the 
country  was  divided  into  various  rival  interests,  and  the  sceptre 
swayed  with. a  weak  or  careless  hand.  In  1294,  the  town  and 
oastle  were  reduced  by  the  Irish,  under  Calbhach  0*€onor ;  but* 
the  prosperity  of  the  place  soon  revived }  and,  in  the  year  1309,' 
a  parliament  was  held  here.  So  great  were  the  severities  inflicted 
duriilg  the  disturbances  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  that  the  town 
was  in  a  state  of  r^in  in  the  year  1600,  and  destitute  of  inhabi- 

.    *  If  annals  usually  accepted  as  authority »  be«  as  we  bellsTe,  en  (hied 
to  coDfideoce*  in  regard  to  (be  dates  of  sach  occurrences,  Kildare  was  not' 

free  for  one  age*  between  th^  years  8S3,  and  1016,  from  tbe  predatory 
visitatiens  of  the  Danes,  whose  raTages  equally  inTolved  in  ruin  the  no- 
nmsteries  and  the  town.  How  can  we  suppose  Ihat  the  lofty  and  well  ex- 
eculed  round  tower,  at  this  place,  was  erected  by  this  marauding  people 
between  the  same  years  ? 


I 
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tettCs.  ISidape  nevo*  entmly  recovered  from  the  caLmities  of 
Ikal  era ;  bot  the  castle  was  rqiaired,  aad  garrisoned,  in  the  wtL 
wars  of  the  17th  century,  at  which  time  this  pUuae  again 
became  the  scene  of  military  contest.  It  was  not,  as  we  believe^ 
at  any  period  the  assi2e  town  of  the  connfy.  It  is  supposed  that 
the  present  town  occupies  a  site  more  towards  the  east,  than  an« 
tient  Kiidare.  .This  town  was  constitnted  a  boroogh  in.  the  reigil 
of  JaoMs  I ;  and  is  governed  by  a  sovereign,  two  portrieves,  and 
a  town  clerk.  Kildiareis  still  the  see  of  a  bishop,  and  gives  the 
title  of  Marquess  and  Earl  to  hb  Grace  the  Duke  of  Leinster. 

The  Nunneri/i  estabHslMd  here  by  St^  Brigid,  is  said  to  have 
been  foonded  before  the  year  484,  and  the  foundation  of  the 
jiUey  took  phce  nearly  at  the  same  time.  The  inmates  of  both 
were  placed  under  the  same  roof,  but  were ''  aeparatfad^**  writes 
Archdall,  ''  by  waUs.  The  nuns  and  monks  had  bat  onechurdi, 
in  common,  which  they  entered  at  different  d^orji.  St.  Brigid 
preaided  as  well  over  the  monks  as  the  nuns  $  and,  strange  to 
Idl !  tlie  abbot  of  this  house  was  subject  to  the  abbess  for  se- 
veral years  after  the  death  of  the  celebrated  founder,  which  hsp- 
pened  in  the  year  5^>  on  the  first  of  February,  when  her  feast 
is  celebrated.  She  was  interred  here,  but  her  remains  were  afters- 
wards  removed  to  the  cathedral  church  of  Down.*** 

The  nuns  of  this  convent  were  celebrated  as  the  guardians  of 
an  htgxtingnkkable  fire,  so  termed,  observes  the  fabulous  Giral- 
dus  C^mbrefnsis,  writing  in  the  12th  century,  *'  because  the 
nuns  and  religious  women  are  so  careful  and  diligent  in  supplying 
and  recruiting  it  with  fuel,  that,  from  the  time  of  St.  Brigid,  it 
hath  remained  always,  unextinguished,  through  so  many  succes- 
sions of  years ;  and,  though  so  vast  a  quantity  of  wood  l^th 
been  in  such  a  length  of  time  consumed  in  it,  yet  the  ashes  have 
never  increased !  *  *  This  fire  was»  however,  extinguished  by  order 
of  Henry  de  Loondres,  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  in  the  year  12^0. 
When  the  influence  of  that  prelate  ceased  to  operate,  the  fire  was 

*  Mon.  Htb.  p.  323.— It  will  be  ^collected  that  monkg and  nunt  were 
aot  permitted  to  iahabit  baildinfs  imniediately  conti^oat,  In  any  oikcr 
tkan  coavehtt  ander  the  r'ltleB  of  St.  Brii^id  or  8t«  Gilberi. 


agaiii  kindled,  and  it  continued  in  reinrte  until  tiia  mxppnMoA 
of  monasterieft  in  tbe  time  of  Henry  VIII.  **  Perhaps,"  write* 
Sir  James  Ware,  '*  the  archbishop  pat  oat  this  fire,  becanse  the 
CBStom  not  being  nsed  in  otheir  places,  it  might  seem  to  have  tefcen 
Its  original  from  an  imitatioii  of  the  Vestal  Viigina,  wham  Nvma 
Pompiliaa  first  instituted,  and  dedieatod  to  the  holy  mysteries  of 
V^irta,  lortheprceer?ationof  aperpetaalfire.'*  That  the  cnstoai 
hod  a  pagan  original  is  anqaestionid>le.  Vestiges  of  the  aderation 
of  the  element  of  fire,  amongst  the  antient  Irish,  (as  we  hanre  efSc** 
pUdaed  more  fally  in  onr  introdoetory  pages)  are  tltlft  peie^ptibM 
in  the  festival  of  BelteU^  in  which  a  rdic  of  ceremonials  is  pre- 
served leng  after  the  primitive  incitement  and  design  are  forgotten « 
In  adapting  thia  sacred  ensitom  of  heathen  tines  to  Christian  agei^ 
wa  are  told,  by  Ware,  that  the  snocessors  of  St.  Brigid  **  pre^ 
tended  timt  the  fire  was  preserved  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  and 
itirangere.**  A  small  part  of  the  Chapel  of  St.  Brigid  (locally 
termed  the  Fire  H^me)  in  which  this  ceasdess  fire  was  maintained^ 
is  still  existing  near  the  pillar  tower.  It  was  a  Ibw  and  narrow 
cell  of  stone,  of  considerable,  bntnnknown,  antiqisitty. 

The  religioas  honse  fonnded  by  St.  Brigid  was  doomed,  aa 
we- have  already  saggested,  to  experienfce  nnmerons  acts  of  rapine 
from  the  Danes,  attended  with  circnmstances  of  inoat  barbarona 
atredty.  It  also  sniered,  in  early  ages,  from  the  repeated 
assaolts  of  native  hands.  Bat  the  Ugh  reputation  of  its  inmates> 
and  the  eonseqaent  benefiictions  of  many  afflnent  and  distisgaished 
Individaals,  enabled  it  to  revive^  often  with  added  lostre,  firom 
these  calamities  $  mid,  amidst  all  its  vicissitadea  of  fortune,  it 
remained  in  great  public  esteem  until  the  dissolution  in  the 
I6th  century*. 

Some  copioua  materials  topwards  the  history  ^  tiiis  monastery 
have  been  collected  by  Mr.  Aithdail,  amongst  which  are  the 
following  entries,  under  the  annals  of  respective  years.  A.D. 
590,  died  St.  Naitfafhdch,  who  was  the  first  abbot  of  Kil* 
dare,  and  is  said  to  have  been  coachman  to  St.  Brigid!  A.D. 
j^,  died  St.  Blatha,  or  Flora,  cook  to  St.  Briigid !  A.D.  638^ 
{'  Aid  Dubh,  or  Bhick.  Hugh,  King  of  Leinater,  abcKcaled  his 


[lKINSTBR.]  county  OV  KU'PAilK*  31 

thnme^  ^d  took  on  him  the  Avg^iatiBO  habit  ui  this  Abbey. '  l{« 
was  afterwafds  chosen  abbot  and  biabop  of  Kildare/*  A.  P,  907i 
"  In  tbiB  year  Cormac^  the  learned  ArchbiBbop  of  Gaahel^  aa4 
King,  of  Mnnsteiij  did  beqneath  his  horse  to  this  abbey ji  with  il» 
splendid  famitare>  one  ounce  of  gold^  and  an  embroidered  vest-* 
meat/'  A.  D.  1135>  ''  In  this  year  Diarmoid  M'Mnrrogh,  King 
of  Ldnster^  forciUy  took  the  abbesa  ont  of  her  cbister^  and  at  tfift 
same  time  compelled  her  to  marry  one  of  his  own  people*  It  im 
said  no  less  a  number  than  170  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  abbey* 
were  destroyed^  duriog  the  commissioi^  of  this  anpreeedented* 
act'*  In  the  34th  year  of  King  Henry  VIIL  the  baildinga  and 
estates  of  this  institution  were  granted  to  Anthony  Deeringe^  «l 
the  annnal  rent  of  ^3  :  10 :  8.  Irish  money. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  town  stood  a  monastery  for  friars  of 
the  Franciscan  order^  commonly  called  Gr^  Abb^f^  TUs  reli^ 
gions  house>  according  to  Archdall^  was  partly  erected  in  tke  year 
\W0,  by  Lord  William  de  Vescy,  the  boildingfi  being  eaittpl6tedk^ 
by  Gerald  Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Offiftky,  The  latter  nobleman  was 
bnried  here  in  1286.  The  interment  of  the  following  distingnirtiei 
persona  in  the  church  of  this  hvsvfj^  is.  also  noticed  by  Mr  Arch^ 
dall.  Peter,  Lord  de  BermiDghai9»  1399'  John  Fitz-Tbenasi 
first  Earl  of  Kildare,  1316.*  Thomas  Fit9-John,  aecoi^  Sail 
of  Kildare,  1328.— Richard,  third  Earl  of  Kildare,  IdSP.'-'ClenU^ 
Earl  of  Kildare,  1410.->-0n  the  diss^lntjlpn  <tf  retif^ona  honiea  Ihia 
monastery,  and  its  appurtenances,  weya  granjfced  »» cf^ike,  tQg<^ 
ther  with  the  honse  of  the  White  Friars,  to  |>anid  Sntton,  at 
th^  annual^  rei^t  of  2«.  Sif .  Iriak  money. 

A  monastery  far  Carmelkes,  qf^  IfH^e  Friart,  was  fonanded 
here  by  the  de.Vescy  family,  in  the  year  1S90*  Fewrecoirdsnctt 
preeerved  concerning  tiiis  friary. 

The  Caikedrai  of  Kildare  haf  long  been  in  a  rainaiia  atafe^,. 
with  the  exception  of  the  choir,  which  is  of  smaU  dimenaion> 
and  is  destitote  of  nrchitectnral  intereat*  We  are  told  by  Mr« 
Harris,  under  the  article  ''  Bishops  of  Kildare,"  in  the  works  of 

*  For  some  doubts  as  to  the  correctneu  of  Mr.  Arcbdall,  io  regard  to 
tie  totment  of  this  earl,  see  oar  accoant  of  Maynooth* 
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Sir  J.  Ware,  enlai^  by  that  writer,  that  this  cathedral  waft  re^ 
paired  and  adorned,  **  at  no  small  charge/*  by  Ralph  of  Bristol, 
who  sat  in  this  see  from  1223  to  1232.  According  to  the  sam^ 
authority,  the  buildings  again  fell  to  decay  in  the  reigpi  of  Henry 
VII.  at  which  time  they  were  repaired,  under  the  auspices  of 
Bishop  Lane.  The  progress  of  their  subsequent  dilapidation  is 
Bot  accurately  stated,  but  it  appears  that  the  final  blow  of  ruin 
was  inflicted  during  the  civil  wars  of  the  17th  century.  The 
walls  of  the  nave  are  still  standing,  and  exhibit  arches,  and  other 
traces  of  architecture,  in  a  simple  and  unornamented  modiii- 
tMtion  of  the  pointed  style.  The  north  side  of  the  tower,  which 
nose  between  the  nave  and  choir,  is  levelled  with  the  ground,  and 
is  said  to  have  been  beaten  down  by  a  battery,  placed  against  it 
in  the  rebellion  of  1641.  The  south  transept  yet  remains;  but 
in  a  state  of  ruin.  The  choir,  which,  as  we  b^ore  remariced, 
affords  no  gratification  in  an  architectural  point  of  view,  has  been 
much  altered  at  different  times,  and  acts  as  the  parochial  church. 

Within  the  walls  of  this  structure  is  the  sepulchral  vault  of 
the  Earls  of  Kildare,  but  these  illustrious  dead  are  now  desti- 
tute of  any  monumental  record.  The  late  respected  William- 
Robert,  Duke  of  Leinster  and  Marquess  of  Kildare,  father  of 
the  present  duke,  was  interred  here,  with  much  funeral  pomp, 
in  October,- 1805. 

In  the  church-yard  is  the  lofty  pedestal  of  a  stone  cross,  the 
ahaft  of  which,  as  we  are  told  by  Harris,  was  converted  into  a 
stop,  leading  to  die  communion  table.  Immured  in  the  walls 
are  numerous  fragments  of  sculptured  monuments,  chiefly  of 
marUe,  removed  from  the  interior  of  the  church.  These  comprise 
seme  pieces  deserving  to  be  noticed  for  merit  of  execution, 
amongst  which  may  be  mentioned  the  following  subjects  : — Christ 
represented  on  the  croes,  angels  embracing  him  ^  Christ  rising 
from  the  tomb,  which  a  soldier  guards  $  Justice  trampling  on 
the  devil,  who  vainly  strives  to  turn  the  balance  of  the  scales. 
At  the  distance  of  about  thirty  yards  from  the  west  end  of  the 
cathedral,  and  in  the  contiguity  of  St.  Brigid*s  Chapel  (or  the 
Fire-house)  stands  a  stately  object,  one  of  the  finest  pillar  •towers 
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ID  IrelaBd.  This  roand  towar  is  said  t6  be  132  feet  in  height^ 
tboB  exceeding,  iq  elevatioiu  by.  three  feet,  Tirajan's  cdlomn  at 
Rome.  The  ei^traocQ  is  by  a  circular  Arch,  fsorteen  feet  from  the 
ground.    At  the  U^  ia  now  seen  a.''  i^othic"  battiement.*^ 

The  bishopric  of  Klidare  is  said  to  have  been  fonnded^  with 
the  assistance  of  St.  Brigid,  by  St.  Conloeth,  who  became  the 
first  bishop.  Sc.*  Conlosth  died  on  the  third  of  May,  519  i  and, 
aooording  to  hie  biognq>bers;  was  -  buried  near  the  high  altar  of 
hfs  own  church;  but  hiB  bones, '881  years  afterwards,  were 
'^  translated  into  a  siWer  gilded  shrine,  adorned  with  precious 
stones.** 

Concerning  the  annals  of  this  diocess,  for  many  ages  after 
the  death  of  St.  Conioeth,  no  researches,  hitherto  made,  have 
discovered  any  inore  useful  intelligence  than  fugitive  hints,  which, 
however  keenly  pursued,  yield  no  information  of  solid  value, 
IB  the  esteem  of  the  ecclesiastical  antiquary.  We  present  a  list 
of  the  prelates  who  have  fiUed  the  see  of  Kildare,  from  the  latter 

part  of  the  tweRth  century  to  the  present  time  : 

...    . .       •  ■    -  •      ■ ' '   . 

Bishops  op  Kildare. 

Ob. 
Malachy  0*Bim: ......;.;.:,:; 1176 

Sdcc. 

Nehemiflh   ;.....:.......:::.. 1 177 

Cornelias >fac  Gelan,  often  called  Cornelius 

of  Cloncurry    ....v 1206 

• 
*  Tbb  battlement  we  ascertain  to  be  a  modern  additions  from  tbe  fol- 
lowing pauage  in  Ware's  worlLS  enlarged  by  Harris,  volii.  p.lS8«  ^*  Tbe 
lower  of  Kildare  tiaviog  been  pointed  and  repaired  within  these  few  years, 
bad  then  a  regular  neat  battlement  raised  on  it,  which  before  was  only  an 
irregalar  broken  wall,  as  appears  by  the  scheme  given  thereof  by  Sir  Tbo* 
WMM  Molynenz,  an4  which  I  myself  ? ery  well  rpm^mber.*'  From  this  re- 
mark we  are  authorized  in  believing  that  considerable  freedoms  have  been 
taken,  at  various  times,  in  making  additions  to  many  of  these  curious 
fabrics;  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  such  improvements  involve  those 
decorative  particulars  in  the  pointed  style,  and  sculptural  ornaments,' 
which  are ,  in  some  instances,  to  be  witnessed. 
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Succ. 

Ralph  of  Bristol* 12^ 

/oho  of  IWolon    12S3 

Simoa  of  Kilkenny 1958 

i 

See  Vacantfor  seven  years, 

Nicholas  Cusack. •.....•  1279 

Walter  le  Vcdc 1299 

Richard  Hulot    ]a34 

Thomas  Giffard )353 

See  Vacant  about  one  year. 

Robert  of  Aketon  f   .' 13G6 

Henry  of  Wessenberch 1401 

John  Madock 1405 

William   1432 

Geoffiry  Hereford    1449 

Richard  Lang 1464 

David 1474 

James  Wale   1475 

William  Barret  fdate  ofsucc.  unknown) 

Edmnnd  Lane  X 1482 

Thomas  Dillon 1 523 

Walter  Wellesley  1531 

WilliamMiagh  1540 

*  Thii  prelate  is  taM  by  Harris,  to  '**  have  been  at  great  expense  in 
repairiof  and  beautifylnf  his  cathedral." 

+  A  considerable  degree  of  obscurity  prevails  in  the  diocesan  annals 
at  this  period.  Robert  of  Aketon  is  said  to  have  been  succeeded  by  a 
bishop  George,  who  died  in  1401.  Between  Henry  of  Wessenberch  and 
the  ensoing  prelate  in  our  list,  it  is  also  said  there  occurred  a  bishop  Tho- 
mas, who  died  in  1405. 

X  This  bishop,  as  is  observed  by  Ware  and  Harris,  '*  fonnded  a  College 
at  Kildare,  in  which  the  dean  and  chapter  might  live  after  a  collegiate 
faianner.  It  is  recorded  in  the  registry  of  Archbishop  Alan,  that  Lane  sat 
in  this  see  upwards  of  forty  years.  From  whence  it  is  evident  that  Wale 
and  Barret  were,-  for  a  long  time,  bishops  without  a  see.  For  though  a 
bishop  resigns,  yet  he  holds  the  title.*' 
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89e  l^aemu  mte  fear  ami  seven  momiie. 

8ucc. 
Thomas  Lancaster «     l^isp 

Thomas  Leverons  *    1554 

» 

See  f^acant  one  fear  and  five  months. 

Alexander  Craik  f 15G0 

RobertDaly  ^ 1564 

DanielNeylan    1583 

William  Pilsworth 1604 

Robert  Usher  X ^ 1^5 

William  Oolbonrn 1644 

Thomas  Price 1660 

Ambrose  Jones 1667 

Anthony  Dopping 1678 

William  Moreton    1681 

Wdbore  EUis 1705 

Charles  Cobb 173 1 

Geoi^e  Stone 1743 

Thomas  Fletcher 1,745 

Richard  Robinson 1761 

Charles  Jackson 1765 

George  L.  Jones « 1790 

Charles  Lindsay 1804 

The  bishopric  of  Kildare  extends  to  the  length  of  tlurty-six 
miles^  and  is,  in  its  broadest  part,  twenty-three  miles  in  width. 
The  number  of  parishes  within  its  limits  are  eighty-one :  namely, 

*  Biiiiop  Leyerooi  was  tlvutt  firom  bis  tee  by  tbe  contentions  of  violent 
IMities  (as  also  bad  been  bis  predecessor)  and  supported  himself  for  some 
time  by  keepln|^  a  scbool  at  Limerick.  He  died  at  Naas,  In  tbe  80tb  year 
4»f  Ills  age. 

f  TUs  prelate  will  long  be  unpleasantly  remembered  for  tbe  Irrepa* 
nble  li^orles  be  committed  towards  tbe  antlent  see  of  Kildare,  by  ez- 
«luuig;ing  the  principal  estates  of  the  bishopric,  with  Patrick  Sarsfleld,  for 
some  tithes  of  small  Talae.  Further  alienations  of  the  episcopal  property 
veremade  by  William  Pilsworth,  promoted  to  this  see  in  1(K>4. 

t  Son  of  Henry  Usher,  primate  of  all  Ireland, 

d2 
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fifty-six  in  theroanty  of  Kildare  jf  eighteeiiiii  Oie  Khg'a  Couiity ; 
and  seven  in'  the  Qaeen's  County. 

The  chapter  consists  of  a  dean'j  precentor;  chancellor; 
treasur^^  and  four  canons. '  The  archdeacon  Is  not  a  member 
of  the  chapter^  but  has  a  seat  in  the  choir^  and  a  voice  in  the 
election  of  the  dean  only ;  as  have^  also^  the  seven  prabendaries 
of  this  cathedral.'  *  The  Bishop  of  Kildare,  who  has  not  any  epis« 
copal  residence/ -holds 'the*  deanery  of '  Gfarist  Chnrch,  DnUin, 
tn  commendam  with  bis  bishopric ;  which  onion  has  prevailed  since 
the  year  1681.  He  also  ranks  as  second,  amongst  the  suffragans, 
to  the  Bishop  of  Meath  ;*  the  rest  taking  their  seats  according  to 
the  date  of  ordination.* 

As  a  native  of  this*  town;  may  be  mentioned  David  0*Buge, 
provincial  of  the  Carmelite  brder  In  Ireland,  who  died,  and  was 
interred  at  Kildare,  id  the  monastery  of  his  own  order,  where 
he  had  formerly '  been  a  friar.  He  was  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished scholarb'of  bis  fiera,  and  is  thus  described  by  Bale,  after 
the  epistles  of  JdHn  Bloxam: '  "^  0*Bnge  was  a  philosopher,  rhe-> 
torician,  and  divibe ;  and  the  most  learned  in  all  that  country*' 
(Ireland),  **  both  in  the  civil  and  canon  laws  ;  and  as  snch  was 
by  many  called  the' lamp,  tlie  mirror,  and  the  omaipent  of  all 
the  Irish  nation'.'*  'A  list  of  his 'works  is  given  in  Sir  James  Ware's 
"  Writers  of  frelaiid."  He  flourished  in  the  early  part  of  the 
fourteenth  century. 

*  This  practice  *'  obtained  in  several  ParliameDts,  viz.  in  thoie  of  the 
tvrenty-ieventh  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  eleveoth  of  Jamee  the  first.  It 
was  controverted  before  the  Privy  Council,  March  the  15th,  1639.  But 
the  Lords-justices,  and  Council  did  not  think  proper  to  acyudge  tho  ri^ht, 
in  regard  the  Parliament  was  to  assemble  the  day  following,  and  that  they 
bad  DOC  time  Xo  enter  into  the  merits  on  either  side.  Yet,  to  avoid  the 
scandal  and  disturbance  which  might  arise  from  a  contention  in  the  house  ^ 
they  made  ai;  interim  order,  that  the  Bishop  of  Kildare,  without  prejudice 
to  the  rights  of  the  other  Bishops,  should  be  continued  in  the  possession  of 
precedence  next  after  the  Bishop  of  Meath,  and  before  all  other  Bishopa, 
although  consecrated  before  him  ;  and  that  he  should  take  place  accord* 
inflyt  until  the  same  be  evicted  from  him  upon  the  ditcuision  of  the  right.'* 
Ware's  Bishops,  p.  380. 
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In  filie  vidiiity  of  Ktldare  is  tXe  Curragk,  a  fine  ttDdabting 
•dowDj  eompreiiendiiig  nearly  five  tiionsand  acres  of  laniL  This 
.phun  has  been  long  celebniled  as  the  principal  race*groand  of 
IralaMi,  and  is  said,  in  elasticity  of  tnrf,  and  other  drounstances 
&TOorable  to  racing,  to  be  al  least  eqnal  to  the  plains  of  New^ 
market.  The  gifl  from  gotremment  of  two  annual  plates  of  100/. 
each  was  proonred  through  the  suggestion  of  Sir  William  Temple, 
with  a  view  of  improving  the  breed  of  Irish  horses. 

His  Mi^esty,  King  George  IV.  attended  a  '*  Curragh-meet- 
ing*'  in  the  year  1891 ;— an  event  that  will  long  be  remembered^ 
with  much  pride  and  gratification,  in  the  annals  of  the  Irish  turf. 

On  this  plain  are  still  to  be  seen  numerous  earthen  works, 
'  moat  of  which  appear  to  have  been  sepulchral.    Engravings  of 
several  of  these  vestiges  are  inserted  in  the  fourth  volume  of 
Chsnfi^'s  edition  of  the  Britannia ;  in  which  work  it  is  observed  that 
*'  on  the  longridgeof  the  Curragh  is  achain  of  fourteen  small  raths, 
or  drcnlar  intrenchments,  without  any  ramparts,  in  a  line  nearly 
east  and  west^  and  about  three  miles  in  length.*'*    Many  fan- 
tastic traditions,  or  l^ends,  have  long  prevailed  concerning  a 
stapendoos  heathen  monument,  or  "  round  row  of  huge  stones,** 
which  once  eodsted  on  this  plain.    From  the  writings  of  Giraldus 
it  woald  even  appear  that  some  relics  of  the  structure  were  to  be 
seen,  in  the  twelfth  century.    The  assertion  of  such  a  tiaveller 
is,  however,  of  little  account.    Whatever  may  have  been  the 
iiact  when  Oiraldns  wrote,  not  the  slightest  traces  of  such  a  work 

*  la  tlw  Mine  work  il  is  observed,  tbat,  on  the,  western  eztremltj  of 
tUt  rid|pe,  is  a  Urge  circular  dun,  or  rath,  near  which  is  a  tmall  tnmnloSy 
with  a  cavity  at  top.  **  This,**  continues  the  writer  *'  seems  to  have  been 
what  the  Irish  denominated  a  cvd,  or  kitchen,  being  the  place  where  they 
dressed  their  victnals,  which  was  done  by  lighting  a  fire  in  the  cavity,  round 
%kich  was  a  annher  of  stakes,  suspending  on  the  top  the  skin  of  a  cowy 
or  sen*  other  aainal,  filled  with  water,  in  which  was  put  the  flesh  to  he 
hoiJed,  after  the  manner  of  the  antient  Scots.  A  number  of  these  hollow» 
or  crater  mounds,  are  found  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom.  They  are 
denominated  by  the  Irish  euci  (pronounced  koocky)  or  kitchcus  |  but  by 
the  Eagtisb  settlers  bramdrtts^  or  fire-hearths.*'  Britannia,  &c.  edited  by 
iSosghi  voUiv.  p.  S38. 
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ve  DOW  to  be  cBscovered.    Many  towers,  formiftg  the  %arA  re- 
mains  of  defensible  dwellings,  chiefly  boilt  by  tlie  Fttigenlds, 
are  spread  over  this  part  of  the  conntry.    After  mwiog  these, 
the  eye  is  agreeably  relieved  by  the  nnmeroas  vil1as>  and  sporting 
4odges^  raised  in  modern  times,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Corraghj 
by  noblemen  and  gentry  attached  to  the  pleasures  of  the  turf. 

Several  military  conflicts  have  taken  place  on  the  Carragh  c 
Kildare.  One  of  the  most  distingushed  occoired  in  1^4, 
•which  time  Richard  Marshal,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  and  Earl-Pa\ 
tine  of  Leinster,  then  in  rebellion,  was  slain  in  Inttle  by  t 
\^eroy.  Lord  Geofirey  de  Montemarisco^  aided  by  Htxgen 
De  Lacy,  and  De  Bnrgh. 

MoNASTERKVAN  is  a  Bcatj  bat  not  large,  town,  situated  on 
river  Barrow,  and  likewise  on  the  Grand  Canal,  at  the  dist 
of  thirty  miles  from  the  Irish  metropolis ;  thns  appearing  to  oo 
a  beneficial  site  for  traffic  on  the  great  water-line  of  thorough 
from  Dublin  to  the  sonth  of  Ireland.  There  are  in  this  ndghl 
-hood  several  docks  and  storehoaseSi  with  other  preparatioi 
commercial  interdiange  \  bat,  with  the  exception  of  a  ivl 
distillery  of  some  importance,  the  chief  trading  profits  of  N 
terevan  are  derived  from  the  outlay  of  travellers  at  its  nm 
inns.  Over  the  river  Barrow,  which  is  here  a  shallow  c 
is  a  bridge  of  five  archesj  called  the  Pau  Bridge ;  ant 
are,  also,  three  bridges  thrown  over  the  Grand  Canal,  i 
several  cats  from  that  navigable  water. 

The  antient  importance  of  this  town  was  derived  from 
uastic  foundation ;  and  the  mansion  raised  on  the  site 
stmcture  is,  at  present,  the  chief  ornament  of  the  pla< 
abbey  of  Mouasterevan  is  said  to  have  been  founded  by  St 
but  the  antient  foundation  having  fallen  into  decay^  the 
0*Dempsey  and  O'Conor  refoonded  this  religiovis  insti 
the  latter  part  of  the  twelfth  centary.  When  the  mon; 
this  country  were  dissolved,  the  abbey  and  manor  of  Moi 
were  granted  to  George,  Lord  Andley,  by  whom  tbey  vi^< 
assigned  to  Adam  Loftas,  Viscount  Ely.  The  estate  sni 
passed,  by  a  marriage,   into  the  Moore  family^   eonobL 
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•and  now  r^vestated  by  Charles  Moore>  Marqaesa  of  Dr^efUu 
On  the  site  of  the  monastic  baildings  a  spacious  mansion  has  been 
.Greeted  by  this  noble  lamlly,  which  is  denominated  fifoore  Ahbeg. 
Tho  honse  was  greatly  repaired  and  improved  by  the  late  Marquess^ 
nboot  the  year  1767>  bnt  has  been  falsely  described  as  retaining 
in  itagianend  a[yearance  a.  monastic  aspects  It  is^  in  fact^  an 
extensive  and  conunodions  pile^  quite  destitute  pf  all  stroi^|[ly- 
marked  architectural  character.  A  taste  for  adapting  the  style  of 
antiquity  to  modern  uses  was^  indeed^  unknown  in  Ireland  when 
iJhis  fabric  was  raised.  The  grei^t  hall^  lined  with  Irish  oak,  is 
.worthy  of  notice,  as  having  been  tjbe  apsrtmont  in  which  Loftns, 
Viscount  Ely,  .heU  the  court  of  chancery^  in  the  troubled  year 

The  attached  demesne  is  very  large,  and  aflfords  some  fine 
varieties  of  scenery.  The  country,  in  the  neighboarhood  of  Mo* 
aasterevan,  ascends  from  the  flat  and  boggy  character  of  the  dis« 
trict  bewteen  that  place  and  Dublin,  and  gradually  undulates  into 
gentle  and  well-wooded  hills.  Considering  that  to  many  spots, 
veally  beautiful,  were  contiguous,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  Moore  Abbey,  when  rebuilt,  as  a  domestic  structure  for  the 
.d%nified  rethrement  of  a  noble  family,  was  not  erected  on  a  more 
eligible  site.  Its  antient  and  present  .situation  is  low,  watery,- 
and  destitute  of  prospect.  Indeed  it  may  be  remarked  that,  in 
most  instances^  the  antient  monastic  buildings  ot  Ireland  were 
placed  on  a  dreary  and  forbidding  site, :  near  toe  tract  eminent 
for  natural  beauty ;  as  if,  in  such  a  choice  i^f  situation,  the  ewly 
saints  had  labonned  to  impress  on  their  disdples  a  lesson  el  self- 
denial  and  mortification, 

Athy  (pronounced  AikyJ  is  situated  on  .the  south^weiteni 
border  of  the  county,  at  the  distance  of  33  miles  from  DuUia. 
This  is«  jointly  with.  NaM>  the  assj^;  town  for  >the  eaunty  ft 
Kildaroj  and,  although  now  decay^^  wtas  fonneiiy  a  place  of 
considerable  importance.  Its  decUning  .state  is  lameataUiy  cea- 
trasted  with  local  circumstances  peculiarly  favourable  to  its  pro- 
sperity. The  surrounding  country  is  well  adaptod  to  tilli^.  The 
Grand, Canal>  and, great  southern  road  toCerk,  conn^itwith 
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the  metropolis ;  and  the  river  Barrow,  on  which  it  is  seated,  h 
toavigable  to  the  opulent  trading  port  of  Wateriord.  Theae  adT- 
vantages,  however,  have  proved  insoffieieiit  to  rctardthe  decay 
of  a  town,  anquesttonably  of  high  repatation  at  an  early  period  dSf 
national  history, 

Athy,  as  we  are  told  by  Seward,  is  bwiift  in  the  oontignity  t/t 
an  anlient  ford,  ''  leading  froon  the  priudpdtty  of  Lds  to  that 
of  Celleagh,  or  Caellan  ;*'  and  it  is  said  by  Keating  that  a  battle 
was  foDght  here,  ''  in  the  second  or  third  centnry,  between  tfie 
people  of  Munster  and  those  of  Leix.*'  This  place  became,  at 
an  early  period  of  the  English  ascendancy,  formidable  as  a  fron* 
tierrtown  of  tie  Pale ;  and  monastic  foundations,  as  nsnal  in  the 
middle  ages,  accompanied  the  clamour  of  warfare  and  the  rude 
dignity  of  military  residence.  In  1308,  this  town  was  burned  by 
the  Irish;  and  in  1315,  it  was  plundered  by  the  Scots,  undet 
Edward  Brace.  In  1648,  it  was  possessed  by  the  Irish  under 
O'Neil  i  but  was  taken,  for  the  parliament,  in  1650,  by  Colonels 
Uewson  and  Reynolds. 

A  castle  was  constructed  here  by  Gerald,  eighth  Earl  of  Kiidare, 
labont  the  year  1506.  Of  this  building,  which  stood  at  the  foot 
of  the  bridge,  a  massy  tower  still  remains,  now  used  as  a  prison; 
Two  monasteries  were  erected  at  Athy  in  earlier  ages.  The 
Cnmehed  Friary  was  founded  in  the  reign  of  John,  by  Richard 
de  St.  Michael,  Lord  of  Rheban.  Of  this  religious  house,  which 
stood  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  some  small  vestiges  are 
still  to  be  seen.  A  Dominican  Friary  was  founded  on  the 
east  side  of  the  bridge,  by  the  families  of  Boysel  and  H<^;an, 
in  the  year  1253.  Both  of  the  above  iostitutions  flourished 
until  the  dissolution,  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII. ;  but  no 
particulars  of  jasportance  are  preserved  concerning  their  history. 
Here  afu  a  county  court-house ;  barracks ;  and  a  free»8cliooL 
Athy  was  iocorporated  by  James  I.  in  1515 ;  and  is  internally 
goveiMd  by  a  soverdgn,  two  bailiffs,  and  a  town-clerk. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Athy  is  f^oodsiock  Castle,  first  erected  by 
Richard  de  St.  Michael,  Lord  of  Rheban,  noticed  above  as  the 
founder  of  the  Crouched  friary.    This  castle,  together  with  the 
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am^trt  'pt  W«odModi  and  RiMban,  pateed^  by  a  nUbrriagej  to 
TiKNiias,  toTMlh  Earl  of  Kildare,  early  in  the  1 5th  eentary. 

▲t  the  diataBce  of  three  miles  from  the  sametown^  towardv 
the  MlEtb,  the  high  road  winds  roond  ike  Moi^  of  A$iml,  me* 
morable  as  the  seene  of  a  sanguinary  conflicti  in  1315^  between  the 
isTadittg  Scots,  nader  Edward  Bmce,  brother  to  Robert,  King  of 
Seokbnd,  and  the  Snglbh  forcen,  commanded  by  Sir  Hamon  le  Gras, 
io  vhich  the  latter  army  was  overthrown,  with  the  loss  of  its 
gallant  leadar,  who  was  bdried  in  the  Dominican  Abbey  of  Athy  : 

^*  On  Aic«f*t  plains  was  beard,  the  Mpnd  of  woe  | 
And,  ae  the. gentle  Barrow  glUed  by, 

All  blood-tinged  were  its  waters  in  tbeir  flow, 
Where  herbcs  died — but  not  for  victory/* 

Poem  of  Jerpoint  Abbey. 
KiLKEA.'*  Ca^tfe,  a  large  and  fine,  bat  irregular  pile  of  castel- 
lated bnilding,   is  distant  from  Castledermott  one  mile  and  s 
balf.   A  castle  on  this  site  was  first  erected  by  Hugh  de  Lacy  thi 
younger.  Earl  of  Ulster,  who  obtained  the  barony  of  Kilkea  by  a 
marriage  with  Emmelina,  daughter  of  the  Lord  de  Riddlesford. 
The  property  afterwards  passed  into  the  Kildare  family,  by  whom 
the  castle  has  been  re-edified  at  different  times.    This  fortified 
residence  was  a  place  of  some  distinction  in  the  14th  centnry. 
Sir  Thomas  Rokeby,  Lord  Justice  of  Ireland,  died  here,  in  the 
year  1356.     The  buildings  were  much  enlarged  and  improved  by 
Joha,  sixth  Earl  of  Kildare,  who  died  in  1427*    Considerable 
•Iterations  and  repairs  have  taken  place  at  subsequent  periods ; 
the  most  recent  of  which  were  effected  by  the  late  Danid  Gaul- 
fieM,  of  Levitstown,  Esq.  who  obtained  a  lease  of  these  pre- 
mises from  the  Duke  of  Leinster. 

The  interior  presents,  in  many  parts,  curious  examples  of 
antient  arrangement :  and  from  several  of  the  windows  are  ob- 
tataed  fine  views,  embracing,  among  other  objects,  the  demesne 
of  Lord  Aldboroogh,  the  banks  of  the  river  Greece,  and  the 
JBoantains  of  the  Queen's  County.    The  staircase  is  composed  of 

•  "  At  Kilkea^A  little  towa  there  was  of  old, 
^'  Thatcbed  with  good  straw,  to  keep  oat  cold."    . 

Colt.  Virg.  Trav.  * 
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Massy  oak.  Conhected  with  the  dihnney-fdece  ia  ftrfVMl 
drawing-nxxn  are  some  antleDt  basso^refievos,  of  BVdi  cHrioaflty* 
On  the  right  side  of  the  fire-place  is  represented  an  ape>  the  crest 
of  the  FitxgeraldSj  beneath  wUch  is  the  feUowing  inscffiplMi : 

Si  Diea  plet. 

Crom—  aboa. 

MDLXXIII. 
On  the  left  side  is  an  eagle  with  expanded  whigs^  resting  on  m 
perch.  This,  as  we  are  informed  by  the  MS6.  of  the  Cher,  de 
Montmorency,  is  the  crest  of  Mabe!^  second  danghter  of  Sir 
Anthony  Browne^  master  of  the  horse  to  King  Edward  VI.  sister 
to  Anthony  Viscount  Montacote^  and  wife  of  Gerald^  eleventh 
Earl  of  Kildare* 

Inserted  in  the  Gate-honse  of  this  castle,  is  a  stone^  sonlp- 
tured  in  a  singular  and  grotesque  manner.  Tlie  scalptnre  repse* 
seats  a  monster^  having  the  head  of  a  fox,  the  claws  of  a 
dragony  and  the  legs  of  a  man*  The  monster  is  prostrate,  and 
over  it  is  a  female  figure,  nurturing  at  the  breast  an  eagle.  The 
monster  presses  her  to  him  with  his  claws,  and  a  dog  behind 
appears  to  hold,  or  to  bite  her. -i— Near  the  castle  is  a  large  oonacal 
mount,  in  recent  years  covered  with  trees. 

Castljbdbbmott,  situated  in  the  southern  part  of  the  coonty, 
at  the  distance  of  thirty-four  miles  from  Dublin,  is  a  straggling 
and  humble,  but  not  an  offensively  mean,  town.  This  place 
was  long  Called  TmtkdermoH,  and  was  formerly  surrounded  by 
a  wall,  now  demolished.  An  abbey  was  founded  here  by  St, 
Dlermit,  about  the  year  500  ;  in  which  religious  house  Corane, 
Archbishop  of  Cashell,  received  education.  According  to  Keatkig, 
that  celebrated  prelate  and  king  was  also  interred  at  this  place. 
Previous  to  the  entry  of  the  Anglo-Normans,  Tristtodermott 
was  the  chief  seat  of  the  OTools.*    In  the  year  84S,  or  S44» 

*  Seward,  and  odier  topof^aphers  copying  that  writer,  erroneously 
msiert  that  **  this  town  was  formerly  the  residenee  of  the  kings  who  bore 
the  name  of  Dermot."  The  customary  residence  of  the  Kings  of  Leinster, 
hearing  that  name,  was  at  Dublin.  "When  unable  to  maintain  themselves 
in  that  city,  they  retired  to  Ferns. — De  Montmorency  MSS« 
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tUs  town  Wis  lilimdered  by  the  Daae8.  Eorl  Sfraogbow  be- 
•tewed  tbifl^  together  with  ether  parts  <^  die  tfntient  posseMiooe 
id  OTooU  oa  Walter  de  Riddleaferd^  by  whom  a  castle  was 
balk  here^  in  the  year  1180.* 

Dering  those  £aiiiily  qnaAreb  between  the  Barkes  and  Ge- 
raUUDeSf  which  cansed  so  mlich  bloodshM  in  ?arioos  parts  of 
IrelaAd^  a  OMeting,  for  the  diseossion  of  differeoces,  was  ap- 
pelated lit  GastledermDtt^  A.  D.  1964.  Bat,  instead  of  an 
aniicaMe  resolt,  a  fresh  and  violent  ontrage  occarred.  Richanl 
de  Ki^wUa,  Lord  Jostioe  of  Ireland,  Lord  Theobald  Batler, 
•ad  other  persons  of  distinction,  were  seized  by  Maurice  Fita- 
genld  and  his  party,  and  sent,  as  prisoners,  to  the  castle  of  Ley. 
In  1S16,  the  town  was  taken  and  ravaged  by  Brace,  the  Scottish 
invader  of  Ireland }  bat  the  forces  of  that  enterprisiog  leader 
were,  shortly  afterwards,  defeated,  with  mach  slaughter,  in  thb 
neighboarbood,  by  Lord  Edmund  Butler.  On  the  26th  of  Au- 
gaat,  1499,  a  parliament  was  held  at  this  place,  memorable  for 
some  important  acts,  and  several  curious  regulations.t 

*  Several  writers  maioUia  fbat  the  CaBtle  at  this  place  was  bulh  by 
the  third  Lord  Ofally,  who,  as  they  say,  *'  married  the  daofhter  and  heir 
of  Riddleslbrd.'*  Both  of  these  assertions  we  helieve  to  be  fouaded  on 
enwr»  and  the  latter  is  decidedly  a  mistake*  Gerald  Fitzmauice  Fits- 
forald,  third  Lord  Ofally «  did  not  marry  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Walter 
de  Riddlesford,  as  is  said  by  Arcbdall^  Peerage,  vol.  i,  p*  63,  note.  The 
wife  of  this  nobleman  was  Emmelina,  daofhter  and  heir  of  Geoffrey 
Fitzgeoff^y  de  Montmorency,  Lord  De  Marisco,  who,  between  the  Oth 
and  ISth of  Edw.  IL  accompted  with  Theobald  Le  Poor,  Aeriff  of  Wntet^ 
fwd,  for  his  knight's  service  for  Caslledermott.  Maurice  Fitsmanrico 
FltSferald,  youngest  brother  of  the  above-mentioned  Gerald  Lord  Offally, 
espoused  Emma,  daughter  of  the  Viceroy  Geoffrey  de  Montmorency,  by 
his  wife  Christiana  de  Riddlesford,  by  whom  he  had  a  son,  who  died  with- 
out  issue,  and  a  daughter,  who  became  the  wife  of  Lord  Thomas  de  Clare, 
youngest  son  to  the  Earl  of  Gloucester.  It  appears  that  Lord  Offalty,  by 
this  union  with  tbe  daughter  and  heir  of  Geoffrey  FItsgeoffrey  do  Mont- 
morency, brought  to  his  house  the  great  domain  of  Castledermott,  Ac* 
which  still  belongs  to  his  descendant,  the  Duke  of  Loinster. — Genealogical 
Mems-  of  the  House  of  Montmorency,  and  MS.  communication  of  the 
author  of  that  work- 

f  In  this  assemblage  of  the  states,  It  was  found  expedient  to  enact  that 
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^  Wlien  Gerald,  ninth  Earl  of  KU^are,  oonmiittad  mmermiB  te^ 
iMHioQfl  adtibna,  in  1539,  Ihif  town  wasyisited  by  his  loattigaaf 
'arttis.  Mbaaleradth^  place  while  ike  inbaMlanta  were  hoid\Mg 
a  fair,  destroyed  maay  of  the  asaemhled  peraonsv  aad  caiiaed 
unmerots '  honses  to  be  eonaaned  wkh  firo#  The  oatakgae  of 
e?ib  to  #hich  CaitledenDett  has  been  expoeedby  the  operalioaa 
of  war;  tensiaates  with  the  horrors  olthe  17th  century.  i»^the 
trotbles  of  that  time,  the  town  was  taken  Cwmo  1660)  by 
•G>lonels  Reynohls  and  Hewson ;  since  which  date  ifthaa  never 
'  reassnmed  an  aspect  of  importance,  bet  has  lain  preetrate-^ta 
monastic  stractnres  rent  and  scattered  by  the  zeal  of  refocma* 
tion,'  its  walls  and  towers  levelled,  or  diamantled,  by  party>*war». 
The  PeracAio/ CiAarcA  and  its  precincts  present  sevend  ob- 
jects worthy  of  attentive  notice.  This  strncture  was  formerly  of 
'  considerable  extent^  hot  the  western  put  is  now  in  a  state  of 
min.  The  great  western  door-case  is  still  remaining,  and  is  of 
a  semi-circular  form,  the  sweep  of  the  arch  being  ornamented 
with  dentils.  The  eastern  division  of  the  church  is  nsed  for 
divine  service,  and  exhibits  several  arches  of  dissimilar  forms,  but 
destitute  of  architectual  embellishment. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  church  is  a  round,  or  pillar  tower, 
now  nsed  as  a  belfry.   This  structure  is  composed  of  lai^  round 

.  blocks  of  Wicklow  stone,  with  much  cement.  The  antient  en- 
trance is  square-headed.    On  the  east  is  a  window,  and  on  the 

.  north-west  a  loop-hole.  At  the  height  of  about  ten  feet  from 
tbegroond  the  tower  receives  a  coat  of  ivy,  which  covers  it 
closely  to  the  top,  and  imparts  to  it  the  appearance  of  a  lofty 

*  tree.  Between  the  tower  and  the  chnrch  is  a  passage,  about  tea 
feet  in  length,  communicating  with  a  rude  circular  door-way, 
which  formerly  opened  into  the  latter  structure.  In  the  adjacent 
burialryard  we  find  the  fragments  of  a  small  stone-cross,  and 

•also  a  large  cross  in  good  preservatbn.* 

•  ibe  nobles  of  Ireland  aboold  ose  saddlci,  In  riding  on  horseback  (in  oppo- 
•|tip|i  ,to  tbe  practice  of  the  antient  Irish),  and  should  wear  their  robes  in 
parliament* 

*  JFor  the  following  account  of  tbe  curious  sculpture  on  tbe  cross  of 
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-  A  Pfmff  efCnm^M  Ffutn.  ma  fomided  Imtb  bt  Writende 
MMlMfsrd/  in  tlid  inign  of  Kmg  John,  which  alood  on  the  oiter 
aide  of  tho  tontt-mlh.  .  After  the  dwidalbo,  this  priory  and 
its  nppnrteaances  were  granted  to.Sir  Henry  Uarriogtoo,  Kat« 
Conrndernble  ieinataB  of  the  tmlMbga  stilt  exists  akfaoagh  |preat 
dOafidatloiia  hnvf  ooenrnid^  even  wiUmi  tho  4aeC  few  yewa.  The 
■eftfc  tnneept  i»  this  {lart  kaat  miiiriBd  by  ttme*  and  ik  a  good 
apeeisen  of.  thni  nddifiealion  of  the  poinled  afejfl^  .wfaieh  greir 
into  nio  ahont  the  conunentement  of  the  14th  oenlnry..  The 
nnve  was  nanow,  anddinded  firom  itt.aialM  .by  three  jMnled 
arehee  .on  each  aide.  One  aisle  still  feB8his>  and  presents  the 
stono-work  of  Uiree  urindows^  in  a  fine  style  of  design  and  exe« 
cntion.  The  deeay  of  thb  monastic  pile  is  .to  be  partieidnRly  re<« 
gvetted>  as  the  vestiges  still  to  be  seen  evince  a  greater  ^BgKSi  of 
splondonr^  and  delicacy  of  finish^  than  is  costemary  with  the 
ninor  ecslesiastical  bnikUngs  of  Ireland.  Among  several  defaced 
in  the  grass-grown  interior  of  the  priory>  is  one  of  a 


Castledermott  we  are  indebted  to  the  MS.  notes  'of  the  Cbev.  de  Montmo- 
reDcy**-Tbe  tce«f  tide  \%  divided  into  seven  compartments,  the  npper  of 
whidi  contains  three  human  figures.  The  north  cross-branch  presents  a 
«aa,  rittins  and  playing  on  a  harp,  together  with  Adam  and  Bve,'at 
either  aide  of  the  tree.  The  south-crois  hrmnch  displays  a  hamaa  ligHrey 
standinn  erect,  with  npUftedliaads,  and  two  beasts*  on^  being  on  tliB  back  of 
the  ether.  On  the  fifth  compartment  of  the  shaft  is  an  erect  haman  figure* 
having  two  beasts  on  each  side.  In  the  sixth  and  seventh  compartments 
are  three  human  6gures.  On  the  upper  end  of  the  t<ut  tide  are,  also,  three 
iinman  figures*  The  east  and  west  cross-branches  each  present  three  similar 
fignree*  The  ssftddie  ef  4he  shaft,  at  fop  and  iMtween  the  crosi-brancheS|  Is 
^eenpied  by  a  large  hmaa  figwe*  which  wonld  appear  to  reprssent  Mer* 
cnry  9  the  bead  being  covered  by  a  flat  bat  with  wings*  Thto  flgnr^  stretches 
oet  its  hands  to  two  smaller  figures*  which  raise  their  diminutive  heads  frem 
underneath  its  arms,  as  if  in  admiration  or  prayer,  in  other  compartments 
are  three  upright  human  figures,  and  two  similar  figures  supporting  be- 
tween them  a  torte,  or  truncated  human  objMr.  Also  two  crowned 
ngnres,  Imeeling  with  joined  and  uplifted  hands,  in  the  attitude  of  prayer. 
JXIm  sides  and  base  are  ornamented  with  true-lovers'  knots.*-lt  may  be 
ebserved  that  the  bed  of  the  stream  which  flows  near  to  this  church,  and 
"Ae  adfeining  tracts  of  land, -abound  in  the  species  of  stone  of  which  this 
cross  is  composed. 
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gloomy  and  disgiwtlDg  chtraoler,  presentiaf  tb^  ignei  <tf  a 
«keleton,  and  of  a  hnman  body  oponod^  wiili4)lw  interior  teveaM. 

At  soae  distance  from  the  priory  ia  a  aqoape  and  atroag 
towar^  (^ten  termed  Si.  Jokm's  CaUie.* 

J^  MtuuuUiyfor  CoMveniuai  Fnmmamt  was  Imindod  at  Gas- 
tledermott,  by  Thomas  Lord  Offidley^  in  tbe  year  130d.  Tfais' 
rdigioas  hoasa  was  greatly  injured,  and  its  inmates  depritred  of 
Ifceir  books^  vestments,  and  ornaments,  by  tiw  army  under 
Brace,  in  1316.  The  mins  of  the  buildings  now  present  a  me- 
lancholy sosne  of  desolation.  Some  architectural  fragments, 
however,  prove  this  monastery  to  have  been  a  straetnre  modi 
superior  to  the  buildings  usually  appertmning  to  the  Fraociscaas, 
which  are  in  general  confified  in  limits  and  deatitute  of  embel- 
lishment, wearing  the  charaoteristical  features  of  a  mendicant 
aociety.  The  east  window,  said  to  have  been  large,  and  of 
beauUfnl  worlcmanship,  was  destroyed  not  many  years  back*  A 
balUeourt,  a  CathoUc  diurch,  and  a  Plrotestant  meeting<»hoQse, 
now  occupy  the  chief  parts  of  the  ground  on  which  the  Convent 
formerly  stood. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Caatledermott  is  a  Charter  School,  designed 
for  forty  boys^  which  was  the  first  institution  of  its  kind  in 
Irdaad. 

At  Grant,  distant  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  above  town, 
are  the  ruins  of  a  nunnery,  founded  by  Lord  Walter  de  Riddlesford, 
about  the  year  1200,  for  canonesses  of  the  order  of  St.  Augustin. 
At  the  dissolution  this  religious  house,  and  its  neighbouring 
lands,  were  granted  by  Henry  VIIL  to  Sir  Anthony  St.  Leger, 
K.  G«,  whose  descendants  long  possessed  much  prv^>erty  in  tlie 
vicinity  of  Castledermott. — Grangemelon,  a  seat  near  Grany,  was 
purchased  of  the  Lyon  family  by  Sir  John  St.  Leger,  one  of  the 
barons  of  the  exchequer;  whose  son,  the  late  John  St  Leger, 
Esq.  once  resident  here,  was,  in  his  day,  the  leader  of  fashion, 
and  the  inspiriting  genius  of  conviviality  in  Ireland,  where  hia 
name  (fiunUiarized  to  Jack  Si,  Leger)  is  still  freshly  remem- 

*  A  local  tradition  ascribes  to  the  ILnighls*tenipUrs  tho  erection  of  the 
Priory  for  Croached  Friart* 
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hwed  iiy  tibe  gpofttny  dMBCP  of  tod€ty.«'-€meded  with  Mb 
sen  SK  aoflie  Ttt8tige«  of  days  kmg  fMHil,  wliwli  pvobably  wero  of 
iMB  farttrast  in  tlM  otioem  of  tho  fertnor  gay  proprietor  of  tlie 
JBBgene } — a  gateway,  aad  ot4er  raias  of  a  nonaatie  pUe^  said 
fta  hK9e  bdoDged  to  the  Kaigbti-lemplarB.  This  estate  was 
pawhaaed,  a  fcw  yeaia  back,  by  Sir  Btasmaa  Borroaghs,  Bait. 

TbrouN  is  a  SBudl  idr  town,  situated  in  the  baroBy  of  Nsrragh. 
A  BMaastery  was  foaaded  here  at  an  early  period,  and  probaMy 
by  8i.  JMEsg')  of  Ferns,  who  died  in  the  7th  centary.f  No 
psftkabn  have  been  asoertahied  conoemiag  this  nMmastery, 
sahaeqneat  to  the  year  M7«  A  aannery  was  also  fonnded  here, 
in  the  le^in  of  John,  by  Robert  Fits-Ridiard,  Lord  of  Noragh. 
A  qotle  was  erected  at  Timolin  by  the  same  pevson,  which 
coatinned  to  fona  a  aitttary  post  of  some  eenseqaeaee,  down  to 
a  period  of  history  comparattvely  recent*  This  castle  was  taken 
ia  tha  17th  eentary  by  the  MaFqness  of  Ormonde,  and  the  gar-* 
risen  was  pnt  to  the  sword  by  order  of  the  Lords  Jnstiees  Pkrsons 
sad  Boriaae,  although  commissiooers,  named  by  both  the  coa* 
tendnig  parties,  were  actnally  at  the  same  time  engaged  in 
a^aating  terarn  of  peace ! 

CoBtigaons  to  llmolin  is  Moon,  a  neat  aad  pleasing  Tillage. 
Here  was  a  Franciacan  friary,  the  brotherhood  of  which  honse 

*  Mr.  St.  Leger  married,  in  1754,  Mary,  only  dauahter  of  Colonel  Tboa. 
Better,  second  ion  of  Brinsley,  first  Y iicount  Lanesborongh ;  by  if  bicb 
lady  be  had  Inne  two  ions,  botb  general  officers,  wbo  died  ^itboot  cbil- 
dMB,  aad  one  daagbter,now1he  wife,  wilbovt  cblldrea,  of  Connt  Adeibert 
do  meyraad  rcrigerd«r-*MoB(mewBcy  MS8. 

f  Z)f9  or  Jkgk*  Jfelia,  the  Hooae  of  MoUag,  which  wonid  appear  t^ 
be  the  etymology  of  the  name  by  which  this  place  is  hnown,  stronglf 
faToars  snch  a  belief.  The  opinion  gains  fresb  probability  of  correctnese 
from  information  to  the  following  effect,  afforded  by  Friar  Clynn.  We 
are  told  by  this  chronicler^  that,  doling  the  Easter  Holidays,  anno 
iSflS,  PfeBip  CrCalfaa  (to  whom  Timolin  then  belonged)  bis  son,  and 
many  penoaa  of  his  sept,  were  elala  by  Bdnoad  le  BotUler,  rector  of 
TaUew^  aad  the  Caatoai }  who  afterwards  set  fire  to  O'CalUa's  charch  of 
Tbaaolya,  which  they  bnrat  to  ashes,  with  the  men,  women,  and  childrea 
tberein,  aot  sparing  IA«  relief  of  Si.  Molj/ng.-^USB.  of  ths  Che? •  de  Mont- 
morency. 
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vettiaM  ilteir  -fthrtidii  at  a  dale  salMaqaeai  to  tlie  nCoviiiliaa. 
The  tkarA,  whidi'  ia  now  ia  naas;  was  ckng  and  aarMW 
BthKftore,  re-edifiod  in  l€09»  The  moat  aatioiit  moaaaMNit^ 
baarii^  a  dafte^  €OflimeaK>nAat  two^  fMrsoos  of  the  Brim  ^B^ffse) 
tmaiiy,  wlio  died  ia  l€M.  Hare  is  a  ingmmit  *of  a  vary  aatieat 
atoae  croaa,  wUch,  ia  its  origioal  itale>  waoi  proMbly,  oaa  of  tke 
o»et  carioaa  ereotioat-of  tbe  kind  in  aH  Irelaad*  TUa  raBc  is 
covered  with  t^  taallHade  of  ^urotm^f^giirmh  boom  of  wfaiah  e^- 
kiWt  the  moat  monetiMs  oreatioiMof  laaey  tkA  we  have  wkneteed. 
~A  caatie.  wm  baitt  at  this  )»laee,  ahortlf  alter  the  yeail  1176^ 
by  the  first  Anf^o«*NoraMii  aeltlors«  Soaie  raamina  of  the  eaUle 
of  Moon  are  atlll  haUtabk,  and^  logedMr  with  an  a^oMag 
lioaso>  of  modem  ooaslroatioD/  are  ooeniMed  kj  Ae  family  oC 
Yates.  Near  the  chorob  is  an  earthea  ^evalioni  *  or  ataAe^ 
•  BaaAV  Hovea/  the  seat  of  the  Barl  of  AldlMivbagb,  is  dis- 
taat  from  TImoKn  two  miles.  A  oastie  fariaeriy  stdodat  this 
Tflmoe,  in-  wUoh-  Plsroe  Fitcgendd  resided  in  the  early  psH^of  the 
17th  century.  This  castle  was  demolished  by  Croiliwdl )  had 
^;  estate  of  Belanwas  purchased^  from  Lord;  Fitaharding^ 
by  Edward  Strstford^  Esq-^  anoestor  of  the  presoat  noUo  pro- 
prietor, in  the  latter  part  of  the  same  oeatary.  Mr.  Stratford 
Imd  boon  iav<Aved  in  the  troubles  of  James  the  Second's  disas- 
trous reign^  but  was  instrumental  in  establishing  the  house  of 
Orange  00  the  throne^  and  it  is  recorded  that  he  entertained  at 
this  i^ace  King  William  III.  The  present  mansion  was  erected, 
after  the  designs  (as  we  believe)  of  Kndoa^  the  painter  and  ar- 
cMlect^  by  John^  the  fiist^*Earl  of  AldiiorOtigh,  aboai  the  year 
}f  48.  The  hottse'staadir  in  a  4al  oRntftfon,  at  thefoot  of  Botton 
WH/  and  It  a  Itfge  but  plala  ^o  of  boilding,  not  remarkable 
lor  the  elegance  of  ^amplitude  of  its  respcctiTe  apartments.  Al- 
though the  exterior  has  little,  in  an  archlteetural  point  of  view^ 
to  arrest  the  attention,  while  even  the  best  roomtare  of  a  confiaed 
character,  when  compared  with- the  real-^ateaOof  the  boildiog, 
this  is  certainly,  oti  the  whole,  a  massy  and  t»mniandiiig  sirac- 
tore.  Bat  the  etaoilner  finds  with  sorprisre  that,  at  the  time  of 
Us  erection,  Belan  was  deemed  the  finest  mansion  in  Ireland ) 
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aad  tkk  drmastaDee  actoas  a  memorabk  proof  of  Ab  inoroaao  of 
Citte  for  eotboUisbed  domottic  architecture,  within  the  last  half 
oaatary. 

Balttobb,  a  lovely  village,  seated  on  the  Htde  river  Grtss, 
or  Greece,  poMessea  no  ordinary  claim  on  the  notice  of  the 
traveller  and  topographer,  alUioogh  it  finds  no  place  in  the  pages 
of  salient  history.  This  village  is  chiefly  inhabited  by  the  people 
teroied  Qaakers,  and  is  conspicuous  for  the  neatness  and  regn* 
larity  which  characterize  that  moral  and  tranquil  sect.  Indepen- 
dent of  the  beanty  that  spnngs  from  simplicilyi  and  is  apparent  in 
the  whole  arrangement  of  the  viUage,  Balytore  will  long  be  me* 
morahle  for  its  school,  where  Edmund  Burke  received  ^e  early 
part  of  his  education*  under  the  care  of  the  celebrated  quaker 
Abraham  Sheckeltoa.  It  wiU  also  be  remembered,  to  the  honour 
of  this  rural  spot,  that  here  was  born  Mary  Leadbeter,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Sbeckeltou,  which  lady  was  authoress  of  the  **  Cottage 
Dialogues,*'  and  other  works  calculated  to  improve  the  state  ^ 
the  Irish  peasantry. 

NABEAeBMORE,  Situated  to  the  south-east  of  old  KlicalleBg 
demands  notice,  as  having  given  the  title  of  a  Baron-palatine  to 
the  Anglo-Norman  family  of  De  Wellesiey,  long  seated  here,  and 
BtDangan  castle,  in  the  county  of  Meath.  John  Keatinge,  lord 
chief  justice  of  the  lung's  bench,  and  Maurice  bis  brother,  ac- 
qnited  this  manor  ia  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century  j 
and  the  estate  remained  vested  in  the  descendants  of  the  latter 
gentleman  until  a  recent  period,  at  which  time  it  was  sold  by 
Oolonel  Keating  to  Robert  Latonche,  Esq.  The  mansion  was  burned 
down  by  the  king  s  troops,  during  an  action  with  the  insurgenta 
is  1798 ;  but  a  house  of  linuted  dimensions  was  aftwwarda  erected 
on  the  site  by  Colonel  Keating.  The  jdeaesne  presents  a  great 
variety  of  surface,  and  is  enriched  by  extensive  spreads  of  wood- 
land. Near  the  house  is  a  sepulchral  chapel  of  the  Wellesiey 
fasuly,  a  small  and  plun  structure,  now  in  ruins.    . 

KiLcuLLBN,  now  termed  Old  KilcoxiLbn,  which  imports  its 
name  to  a  barony  in  this  county,  was  formerly  a  walled  town 
hsving  aeven  gates,  but  is  now  in  a  state  of  ruin  and  neglect.    A 
VOL.  If.  a 
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monetary  >m»if|M]Q4«db0rdia  a.Yory  eirly  a^e ;  and  We  aife  lu- 
foraeid>  by  mitliprities  quoted  i&t  thOiMoiiaBticoD  Hiberi)icaie>  Chat 
'^  St.  Patrick  appointed  St.  Isernin  bishop^  who  died  A.  D.  469, 
aod  was  succeeded  by  St.  MacraliDSj  eon  of  Corcran^  a  diedple 
of  St  Patrick/'  Little  lias  .been  ascertained  concerning  the  for- 
tanea-of  this  reli^ooa  house  after  the  year  1037>  at  which  time  it 
was  expoaed  to  ptonder«  Kilcullen,  according  to  the  regaiationa 
of  1145,  was  constituted  the  see  of  a  bishop,  but  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that;this  dignity  was  pf  a  lasting  character. 

:  Tlje  Church. oi  KilcuUen  was  granted  to  the  priory  of  the  Holy* 
Trinity,  or  Christchurcb,  Dublin,  by  William  the  Marshal,  Earl 
of  Pembroke,  Isabella  de  Clare  his  wife,  and  Reymond  Le  Groa.. 
In  1252,  Henry  de  Penkoyle,  for  the  sum  of  100  shillings,  released 
to  John,  prior  of  Cbriatchurch,  the  advowson  of  this  church, 
which  was  confirmed  to  the  prior  in  1312,  by  Philip  de  Penkoyle.* 

Between  the-ebaitcel  and  nave  of  the  old  church  was,  until 
recently,  ..a  very  fine  circular  audi }  but  we  regret  to  state  that 
this  curious  vestige  of  antiquity  is  now  destroyed.  In  the  church 
is  still  preserved  the  effigies  of  a  knight  in  mail,  represented  at 
full  length,  the  right  hand  on  his  heart,  the  left  hand  on  the  gnard 
of  his  sword  :  the  helmet  open.  This  figure  was  probably  designed 
to  oommemorale  one  of  the  now  extinct  family  of  Penkoyle. 

We  here  find  the  remains  of  two  crosses,  one  of  which  still 
retains  some  very  curious  specimens  of  antient  sculpture.  The 
shaft  of  this  relic  is  ten  feet  in  height,  and  the  figures  represented 
in  the  different  compartments  are  very  numerous,  but  generally 
d  an  unknown  import.  Among  the  least  obscure  there  would 
appear  to  be  figures  of  the  twelve  apostles ;  a  bishop,  holding  his 
crosier  in  the  left  hand  and  «d  axe  in  the  right,  with  a  prostrate 
human  figure  at  his  feet ;  a  man  slaying  a  lion  5  and  a  man  riding 
on  a  quadruped,  appearing  to  be  intended  for  an  ass.  Besides 
the  above  there  are  many  grotesques,  or  hieroglyphics.  It  has 
been  thought,  and  with  probable  correctness,  that  two  of  the 

*  It  is  observable  that  the  towoof  Kilcullen  (formerly  written  Kilcolyn) 
was  for  many  ajj^cs  termed  Penkoyle,  from  the  above  named  family,  who 
were  lony  its  poworfu!  owners. 
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above  designs  are  intended  to  repihesent  Balaam  on  the  Ass,  and 
David  slaying  the  Lion. 

Id  the  church-yard  is  the  rain  of  a  round,  or  pillar,  tower.  The 
height  of  this  fragment  does  not  exceed  thirty-five  feet.  The  door 
faces  the  north,  and  is  distant  about  six  and  a  half  feet  from  the 
ground.  Only  one  small  window,  or  loop-hole,  is  now  re- 
maining. 

The  fair-green  of  Kilcullen  was  the  scene  of  an  action,  on  the 
94th  of  May,  1798,  between  a  detachment  of  the  king's  troops 
and  a  party  of  the  insurgents,  in  which  the  former  sustained  a 
defeat.  Captains  Erskine  and  Cocksey  fell  in  this  engagement* 
Thomas  Fitz  Eustace  (afterwards  Viscount  Baltinglass)  was  cre- 
ated Baron  of  Kilcullen  by  Henry  VIII.  in  1535.    ' 

KiLCULLEN-BRiDOE  is  a  village  distant  from  the  above  town 
one  mile  and  a  half,  towards  the  north-east.  A  bridge  was  erected 
here,  over  the  LifTey,  by  Maurice  Jakis,  a  canon  of  the  church  of 
Kildare,  in  1319  ;  from  which  period  may  justly  be  dated  the  de- 
cline and  fall  of  the  old  town  of  Kilcullen. 

New  Abbet,  on  the  banks  of  the  Liffey,  at  a  small  distance 
from  the  above  place,  was  founded  in  the  year  1460,  by  Sir  Rowland 
Eustace,  for  Franciscans  of  the  strict  observance.  After  the  dis- 
K^u^n  of  religions  houses  a  lease  of  this  abbey  was  granted 
(August  94th,  1589)  to  Edmund  Spencer,  the  poet,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  8/.  Irish  money.  Some  remains  of  the  buildings  art  still 
to  be  seen,  but  the  steeple  fell  to  the  ground  about  the  year  1764, 
and  a  large  part  of  the  materials  of  the  structure  has  been  em- 
ployed in  the  erection  of  a  Roman  Catholic  chapel.  The  founder. 
Sir  Rowland  Eustace,  died  in  1496,  and  was  here  buried,  as  were 
his  wife  Margaret,  and  his  daughter,  Alison  Lady  Kildare^  The 
monuments  of  those  distinguished  persons  were  standing  entire 
until  the  bavoc  committed  in  the  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  ma- 
terials,  as  above  noticed  ;  aud  the  upper  parts  of  the  monuments « 
together  with  the  fragments  of  inany  other  costly  tombs  of  marble, 
aatilated  and  ^yergr^wn  .with  weeds,  may  vtiU  bediwoverM 
aaoB^  the  neglected  refiise  of  the  monastic  ruins.  These  vestigdi 
present  the  effigies  of  a  knight  and  lady,  their  hands  joined  M" 

£!2 
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prayer.  .  Sir  Rowland*  is  id  armonr^  aad  the  lady  in  the  cioaa 
pointed  cap  and  girdle,  fashionable  at  the  time  in  which  aba 
iloorished. 

« 

Harristown^  near  KilcuUen,  is  the  splendid  seat  o(  Robert 
Latonche^  Esq.  The  antient  and  dignified  family  of  Eastace  was 
seated  here  for  many  ages,  and  took  the  title  of  Baron  from  this 
estate.  In  the  year  1650^  the  castle  of  Harristown  was  captured 
by  a  party  of  the  Parliament  troops,  under  Colonels  Hewson  aid 
'  Reynolds.  Mr.  Ghetwode,  maternal  grandson  to  Sir  Manrice 
Enstace,  speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
I.  inherited  this  demesne,  and  sold  the  estate  to  the  first  Duke 
of  Leinster,  by  whose  son,  the  late  duke,  it  was  again  sold  to 
the  late  John  Latonche,  Esq.  father  of  tbe  present  proprietor 
Previous  to  the  Union,  Harristown  returned  two  members  to  tbe 
Irish  parliament ;  but  this  borough-town,  when  possessed  of  the 
elective  franchise,  consisted  of  no  more  than  a  single  house  ! — 
Near  Harristown  is  one  of  those  taper  upright  stones,  having  a 
conical  top,  which  are  seen  in  several  parts  of  Ireland,  and  were 
probably  connected  with  the  ceremonies  of  druidical  worship. 

SALLYMouNT,f  the  fiuc  doDiesne  of  the  Cramer  family,  is 

'  *  Sir  Rotrland  Eastace  was  son  of  Sir  Edward  Eastace,  of  Harristown, 
Mar  Kilcalten,  aod  many  years  lord  cliaocellor  and  treasurer  oflrelaad* 
Sir  Rowland  may  be  termed  founder  of  tbe  subsequent  greatness  of  th# 
Fitz  £ustace  family,  as  most  of  tbe  extensive  landed  possessions  of  tliii 
family  were  acquired  by  bim*  Tbe  lady  Alison,  Ms  daughter,  was  wife 
of  Gerald,  elgbtb  Earl  ofKUdare,  and  died  of  grief*  during  tbe  confinement 
of  her  noble  husband  in  England* 

«  f  Amongst  the  most  curious  natural  relics  of  ages  unknown  to  history, 
and  quite  beyond  tbe  reach  of  tradition,  must  be  mentioned  the  enormoua 
9ftttk9  fpundin  many  plac^sbeneatfa  tbesnrface,  in  different  parts  of  Ireland. 
These  ace  always  disco.?ered  in  low  sitoationa,  where  tbe  soil  is  light  { 
sometimes 'embedded  in  marble,  but  more  frequently  at  a  variable  depth 
in  the  extensive  bogs.  Dr.  Molyneux  pbserves,  '*  it  is  not  to  be  questioned 
but  these  spacious  boms,  like  others  of  the  deer  kind,  were  caat  every 
year  i  and  that  the  animal  was  indigenous,  as  tbe  horns  are  found  in  every 
part  of 'the  kingdom."  They  are  of  the  broad,  or  palmed  kind,  and  «r« 
af  ditsinHar  dinenslans,  xbe  largeH  being  not  less  than  tan  feel  from  oaa 
•a^ramlty  to  the  other.    Entire  heads,*  and  other  remains  of  the  skeleton^ 
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ihnated  near  the  Liffey,  and  opposite  to  Harristown.  The  house 
was  built  after  a  plan  of  Mr.  Sandys,  architect,  by  the  Rev. 
.Mannadnke  Cramer^  father  to  the  present  proprietor  of  this  estate, 
the  Rev.  John  Cramer  Roberts  ;  of  which  respectable  family  Sir 
Goglull  Cramer  Coghill,  Bart,  is  the  senior  representative.  The 
iamily  of  Cramer,  or  Von  Cramer,  is  of  antient  German  origin,  and 

•reiometiines  fonod  on  tlie  sao^e  spot ;  a  circumttaDce  which  would  appear 
to  intimate  that  the  animal  wai  gregarioas,  although  this  conjectare  aa  to 
its  habits  is  supposed  to  be  erroneous  by  some  judicious  enquirers. 

Mr.  Pennant  asserts  that  these  horns  must  be  referred  to  an  animal  of 
the  Elk  kind,  "  but  of  a  species  different  from  the  European,  being  pro- 
vided with  brow  antlers,  which  that  wants ;  neither  are  they  of  the  moose 
daor,  or  American,  which  entirely  agrees  with  the  Elk  of  Europe.**  As 
Ae  roiult  of  his  investigations,  this  writer  remarks  that  they  may  possibly 
be  ranked  among  those  remains  which  fossiilists  distinguish  by  the  title  of 
JDiluvian, 

The  following  statement,  communicated  to  this  work  by  a  spectator  oC 
the  discovery  described,  (the  late  W.  Beauford,  A.  M.)  will  be  useful  in 
explaining  the  character  of  the  animal  to  which  such  horns  appertained, 
whiltt  the  contrary  opinion  of  Mr.  Pennant,  concerning  the  species  of  tlilB 
gigantic  race  of  deer,  will,  of  course,  be  allowed  its  due  weight.  At 
SuUjfmount^  near  KileuUen^  about  the  year  1778,  was  dug  up,  from  a 
■arle  pit,  the  entire  skeleton  of  one  of  those  antient  animals  of  the  Deer 
kind,  termed  by  the  Literati  Moote,  and  supposed  to  be  antediluvian, 
Not  a  bone  of  the  skeleton  was  wanting ;  and,  when  joined  together,  the 
ilse  and  form  of  the  animal  stood  conspicuous.  The  withers  were  much 
higher  than  the  haundies ;  being  foil  fourteen  hands  high.  The  neck  was 
to  sbart,  as  to  prevent  the  animal  from  grasiog  ;  nor  was  the  head  large* 
in  proportion  to  the  body,  but  the  horns  were  enormous,  being  ten  feat 
from  tip  to  tip,  and  the  palms  broad.  The  figure  was  standing  uprightt 
and  the  extremity  of  the  horns  not  abovd  two  feet  beneath  the  surface. 
Ae  marie  formed  part  of  a  land  lake  in  the  middle  of  a  field.  From 
tUa  discovery  the  species  of  animal  to  which  belonged  the  supposed  Moose 
SorBS,  so  firequently  fbnnd  in  Ireland,  remains  bo  longer  doubtful  i  they 
being  the  remains  of  the  antient  European  elk,  some  of  which  were  found' 
ia  the  Hartx  and  Black  Forests  In  Germany,  in  fhe  beginning  of  the  last 
ceatvy*  They  are  not  the  same  kind  as  the  Moose  of  North  America, 
Ht  evidently  a  variety  of  the  same  species.  Not  being  able  io  graze, 
Ihsy  browaed  OB  tlAsi^Ves  and  tender  taranches  of  trees,  and  aiTectadtbe 
tekast  aad  most  retirsd  parts  of  forests. 
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settled  ia  Ireland  lathe  reign  of  James  I. }  Colonel  Balthaaar  Vod 
Cramer  being  the  (irfit  of  that  name  who  removed  into  this  country. 

A  long  and  straight  avenue>  broad  and  planted  on  both  sides 
with  stately  rows  of  beech  trees^  conducts  to  Castlemartin,  a 
seat  in  this  neighbonrhood,  the  property  of  the  Carter  family.* 
Here^  in  the  year  1900,  was  the  baronial  residence  of  Richard 
Fitz  Martyn,  Lord  of  Castlemartyn.  A  castle  on  this  demesne 
was  long  a  principal  seat  of  the  Fitz  Enstace  family,  bnt  was  for* 
fated  by  them  in  1641.  The  castle  sorrendered  npon  conditions, 
March  3rd^  1643,  to  the  Marqaess  of  Ormonde  and  Lord  Lisle. 
In  the  same  year,  the  commissioners  first  met  at  this  place^  but 
adjonrned  to  Jigginstown,  near  Naas,  where  was  concluded  a  ces- 
sation of  hostilities  between  the  Parliament  and  the  Irish  Catholics. 
Castlemartin  was  afterwards  (in  the  month  of  Jane^  1647)  taken 
and  bnmed  by  the  Parliamentarians,  under  Colonel  Michael  Jones. 

The  mansion^  as  it  now  stands,  was  bnilt,  abont  a  century 
back^  by  Mr.  Harrison,  a  banker  of  Dublin.  This  house,  which 
is  a  large  and  commodious  buildings  was  converted  into  a  barrack 
for  the  king's  troops^  during  the  insurrection  of  1798  }  and  did 
BOt  foil  to  sustain  considerable  injury  from  its  military  occupants. 
In  a  romantic  situation  on  the  banks  of  the  Liffey,  within  this  de- 
mesne^ is  a  small,  but  curious,  churchy  or  mortuary  chapel,  erected 
by  the  Fitz  Martyns.  The  length  is  about  thirty  feet,  and  the 
width  about  sixteen  feet.  The  steeple  is  composed  simply  of  two 
parallel  walls.  Within  the  chapel  is  an  antient  tomb,  overgrown 
with  weeds ;  and  in  the  attached  burial-yard  are  fragments  of  seve- 
ral monuments^  amongst  which  may  be  noticed  part  of  the  base  of 
an  altar  monument^  having,  in  pointed  niches^  the  heads  of  muti- 
lated figures,  wearing  the  conical  Irish  bonnet.  Also  the  figure 
of  a  knight,  fully  armed^  but  headless,  about  eighteen  inches  in 
height,  holding  in  the  right  hand  an  uplifted  sword^  and  scales  in 
the  left ;  a  diminutive  human  figure  occupying  each  scale. 

*  The  family  of  Carter  has  beea  of  greai  re^pectabilUy,  for  several 
geaerationsy  in  (he  counties  of  Meath  and  KiMare.  fieo  ArcbdaU's  Peer* 
age,  vol.  i.  p.  104)  note. 
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.  VLus  U  a  sbmU  torn,  distant  frsm  DMmikom  aiiltt  aada 
hill,  towards  the  sooth- wtst.  This  plaoo  Waa  of  ^ooiidenbla  ■■* 
portsooe  in  very  early  agos  of  Irish  hisftory»  and- eonstHatisda 
reskleDce  of  the  kings  of  Leiaster. :  We  learn,  from  O^Began 
tbat  Mac  CsUsn  wasdyoMt  of  Naas>  #he«:  l&a  Eilgttah'entflrad 
Ireland'  Evi  Stroegbow  gtant^  thi^  coaqtered  traetofodtoDtry 
to  William  Fitstgerald*  hie  8Mi*inrlaW>  wha  was  Snccaasnely 
followed  ia  possession  oC  the  property  by  the  iatniBes'.o£  I>e 
Iisadres  and  De  Preston;  Sposdily  after  the  anivaL  :oi:  She 
Eoglisbj  Naas  was  fortited^  and  several  emfaAttled  dlwstiiriga  weee 
raised  within  the  walls,  by  distiagaished.  fatauU^'*e#iuiacted^willi 
the  property  of  the  town  aad  neighbonrhood.  • 

A  parliament  was  held  at  this  plaise  ia  1419.  ia  1j634,.  the 
Lord  Depaty  SkeAngtoa  took  tliis  town  ikom  Lord  Thomas  Fite^ 
gcndd,  who  was  then  in  open  rebellion. ;  and  the  greal^r  part  of 
the  towa  was  destroyed  by  hre  dariag  aa  irraption  of  Baryn)^ 
O'More,  Dynast  of  Leix,  in  1&77*«  Colonels  Hewson  aad 
Jieyaoldi^  cq>€ared  this  place  .for  Cromwali^in.lttO^  aad,  we 
rsgretto  add  to  the  list  eif  wtt'lske  incidents,  by  obsermg  that 
here  coBuaenced  the  iasarreethin  of  1798.  On  May  iSd,  ia  that 

*  Among  the  Sidney  Papers  is  the  following  rather  curious  account  of 
tkis  tarbolent  transaction. — **  Rorie  Oge  Omore  and  Cormocke  O'Connor, 
•cconpanied  not  with  abo¥e  140  men  and  boys,  burned  between  ie? en 
•ad  ei^t  knMknd  thitrjipa  komM,  ia  a  marlMt  >town  called  th«'  JAiac. 
They  bad  aotoa^  hDriemafi»..noroae  ibot  wt|h  ihem..   Ths^t  ran  droegli 
the  town,  being  open,  like  hf^a  and  fnric^s.  of  he^,  with  flakes,  of.  to 
fastened  on  poles*-cnds,  and  so  fired  the  low  thatched  houses;  and  being  a 
great  windy  night,  one  house  took  fire  of  another  in  a  moment.  They  tar- 
ried not  half  an  hour  in  the  town,  neither  stood  they  upon  killing  or 
•poillng  of  nay.    There  was  above  five  hundred  mens'  bodies  in  the  town, 
■Mattke  enoagb-  In  appearance,'  bat  neither  maafol,  nor  wakefsl,  lit  it 
•eMBAd;  Ibr  theyconfeu  tbey  were  all  aeleep  in  (hsir  bade  after  IftSy  had 
filed  the»ieW«i,  and  enrfbited,  npmi  their  patron  day*.  Tbey  had  neither 
wmtth  nor  fate  shot  i  and  if  ^bey  had,  yet  the  town  H  open  en  all  eldeeof 
ilMlft  hot'lliii'aiaimh  aigood  pmof  and  pMti  deetaratlon,  what  good 
tiaaa  thtu  pdn^e are fai^tbe dafeace of  afhmtiery  whtta no eoidiere 
ptaiaMdeo.daMd  4h»m4"*'«»>AbiMie4>froBi  BMooy's  lanteiv,  -•%. 
vol.  i.  pp.  i66<4*  .      .      • 
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ymr,  tbe  intiiig«its»  headed  by  a  fiurmer  aaiacd  ReynoMs^  ha* 
aicded  an  attaek  on  tlus  town,  bafc  were  repelled,  with  great  lose, 
by  the  Mug's  troops,  ander  the  command  of  Lient.  6en.  IXandas. 

A  PHory,  tor  canons  regnlar  of  the  order  of  St.  Aagnetin, 
was  founded  here  in  the  twelfth  oentnry;  the  poasesaicMifl  of 
which  house  were  granted,  at  the  dissolution,  to  Ridiard  Man- 
neryng.  A  monastery  for  Dominican  friars,  formerly  standiftg^ 
near  the  centre  of  the  town,  was  foonded  by  the  Eostnce  taily, 
ahont  the  year  1365.  This  (nary  «nd  its  aj^urtonaooes  wer^ 
gnated  by  King  Hewy  VIII.  to  Sir  Thomas  Lnttonell,  whoar 
idesceadant,  ^e  late  Lord  Carhamptoo,  sold  his  portion  of  ik% 
manor  of  Naas  to  Mr.  Finlay,  of  DnUin.  A  monastery,  for 
firiarsoerenutes  of  the  order  of  St.  Aagastin,  wns  also  lonaded  at 
this  place  in  14M ;  a  lease  of  which  was  granted,  in  the  twenty^ 
aizth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  Nicholas  Aylmer.  Some  remahia 
of  the  latter  boilding  are  still  to  be  seen,  in  the  vidalty  of  a  large 
eaith-worth,  locally  termed  a  rath. 

The  Parochial  Chwch  has  little  claim  on  consideraAion,  in  am 
aiehitectand  point  of  view.  The  steeple,  which  is  stUl  unfinished, 
was  erected,  as  far  as  the  boilding  has  proceeded,  by  one  of  tbb 
Earls  of  Mayo.  Within  the  walls  of  the  church  is  a  pyramidal 
monument  of  black  and  white  marble,  *'  erected  by  John,  fourth 
Earl  of  Mayo,  in  memory  of  his  grandfather,  iohu,  first  Earl  <4 
Migro>  and  his  father,  Joseph-Deane,  Lord  Aithbishep  of  Taa»» 
and  Earl  of  Mayo,  who  died  17th  August,  17M,  aged  €9  years.'* 
In  the  church-yard  are  numerous  tomb^stones,  bearing  inscrip- 
tions to  diffisrent  members  of  neighbouring  families,  now,  or  for«- 
merly,  of  much  local  importance.* 

•  At  tha  4istaaae  of  ^ont WCa  mila.fram  the  tawa af.  Nsas,  an^  the 
JohailtowB  road,  it  a  piece  of  land,  eoatlstiog  of  about  one  qoarter  of  an 
acre,  eacloied  by  a  wall,  ten  feet  in  beifht,^ given  to  tbe  town,  as  an  ad- 
ditional place  of  burial,  by  tbe  Earl  of  Mayo,  in  1782.  A  unall  diTiiion 
of  this  place  of  Aineral  doposU  is  reter? ed  for  the  nsa  of  the^noUe  family, 
at  wbote  expaaie  the  whole  was  laid  oat  aad  eocldeed.  Awiniit  sevacal 
UMaapaaU  is  tfaut  of  Uaat.  Oalaael  Joha  Baiahridtet  •f  the  Loyal 
ham  raghaeaC,  who  died  Dec.  4th,  1800,  ia  hii  93rd  year. 
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Near  tbe  dmrdi  is  the  CWnfo  ^  JVImw^  a  itmog  square  towir 
■otefmed^  whicfa  is  the  pcopeity  of  the  Borgh  family^  of  Old* 
t0WB,  aod  constitates  the  restdeoce  of  the  rector  of  the  pariab. 

Naas  was  incorporated  in  the  reign  of  EliMbeth,  and  the 
ailiaea  are  new  held  here  and  at  Athy  altemat^y.  The  cennty^ 
gaol  and  aeseiene-hooae  do  not  reqnire  paitiealBr*  notice  in  this 
woi^.  Here  in  a  small  afans^hoaee  for  kmr  poar  widowjs/foiBPded 
bf  Ae  faadly  of  Lattin^  .who  poaaess  eonaderabk  property  in 
this  town.  The  wretched  inmaitesy  as  we  bdae^w,  reoeive  no 
siher  benefit  'from  thb  fonndation  than  .imperfect  shelter  and  » 
douier  at  Christmas,  akbonghan  inscription^ '  ^ery  pompons- in 
itj^e  and  aBiysion^  reminds  the  examiner  that  ''  wealth  makoth 
Bsny  frienda  f**  and  that  ^*  when  the  righteoos  are  in  aiitiiority 
thepeo|rte  rejoice."  Naas  gites  the  tide  of  banm  to  the  Esrl  of 
Msyo. 

A  cot  from  the  Grand  Canal  at  Osborstown  and  CaHaa-bridge; 
to  Naas,  a  distance-  of  aboot  two  Enj^isb  miles,  was'completad 
IB  1789,  at  the  expense  of  jSl9,300'Sterlittg. 

In  ihe  immediate  vicinity  of  the  town  of  Naas  is  Ouwowiq 
the  fine  seat  of  Thomas  Bnrgh,  Bs^.  and  in  the  neigbfaenriieod 
are  several  other  handsome  mansions. 

Palmsuitowk,*  the  seat  of  the  Earl  of  Mayso,  chiefly  at* 
tracts  attention  fr^em  the>beaaty  of  the  demesne,  which  has  been 
grsatly  impfoved  bf  modern  plantations*  Tlie' Sari- ef  Mayo 
derifcs  his  descent  from  the  Has  .of  Bonrhe,  or  DeBnsgl,.  of 
Moaycrower,  of  the  potent  bnincif  of  M^e  ff^lka»^€hig1iMf, 
Lords  of  Mayo>  whose -ancestor  setded  at  Kill  andatPldnMnk 
town,  in  this  county,  about  the  year  1680« 

CsADOcKSTowN,  distsut  One  mile  from  Naas»  is  the  handsome 
sestef  Mr.  OariMe;^  TMs  is  an  awtknY  manor  of^  the  B«sthce 
frmily  J  and,  on  the  decease  of  Colonel  Alexabder  Edstoce,  'ddef 
of  the  name,  became  the  property  of  his  sister.    By  John  Caul- 

*  At  PahaenMwtt  was  bera,  ia  the  latter  part^  eT'tae  diiHeeath  cen- 
tary,  Hwlsamod  wrifer  Tk^mm9  if  F«lM«f«ro«w,  %»ially'  fet iaed  ^Tkemm 
B»0rmit.    CsBelflMM  tdwhff^  Ms  biogl%|%y  / 
tre  givea  by  Mn  Harris  (Wrilert,  pp.  74-5). 


fi0)d»'  of  LempiitliMvn  jb  ibU  Qoa»ty,  £tq.  ;tbeie6>aiiipk  of  this 
manor  4vaft  sold  to  Mi-.  Latoucltei  el  Hairisibwto,:  ki  Aiiiim'H<if 
8tiU  tOBled. 

..  Jomvsftowfi,  two  miles  from  Naas^  on  the  high  road  tofTurds 
£>aUiii,  is  a  oei&t  vilhige  on.  a  little  chrydtal  rtream  called  the 
Moreil.  Here,  is  Kenf\fiiownf  the  pfeaaing  randeeoe.  of  Mr^ 
'  Headrick.  This  estate,  svact  long  the. property  of  the  Kdrdif 
fiuQily>  from  whom  it.pQ6sed>  in  IITM,  .to  the  Waireefi  ofrCor- 
dftfie>  and. remained  with  those  propneftors  aetii  purchased  by  the 
father  of  Mr.  Hendriok.  Embosomed  in  a  cfaimp  of  trees  dq  tUs 
demesne,  are  the  minsof  a  very  antient  church. 

Near  Johnstown  are  Foubnaughxs,  a  seat  of  the  Wolfe 
family ;  and  Fitbnbss,  a  fine  house  and  demesne^  long  the  re* 
aidlmce  of  the  late  Richard  Jones  Neville,  Esq. 

At  the  distance  of  about  one  mile  from  Naas  are  the  ruins  of 
an  efictensive  mansion,  begun,  but  never  completed,  by  the  un- 
fortunate Earl  of  Strafford,  in  the  time  of  Charles  I.* 

Moubestown-Mbnaoh  was  the  name  given  to  an  antient 
castle,  on  the  borders  of  the  river  Liffey»  in  this  part  of-  the 
eoQDty,  after  its  proprietors,  the  family  of  Morres  of  Mnjnagb, 
otherwise  Thorny.  A  portion  of  the  De  Birmipgham  estates,  in 
the  barony  of  Great  Coonell,  descended  to  the  Morres  family 
from  Lord  Geoffrey  de  Montemarisoo,  ^ho  possessed  the  same 
in  right  of  hia  first  wife,  Eva  de  Birmingham. 

At  KiiiLostY  an  abbey  was  founded  by  St.  Patrick,  for  his 
nephew,  &t.  Anxil,  who  died  A.D.  454.  The  church  at  this 
place  is  curious  for  its  original  stone  roof,  md  for  its  tower, 
which  is  square  to  a  cectiun  USe^t,  but  $iAerwards  assumes  a 
circular  form.  This  elevation  possesses  no  attribute  in  common 
with .  the  lofty  and  isolated  pillar,  towers  of  lrelan4«  bat  ita  par* 

• 

*  We  are  told  by  Mr.  Archdall  (Peerafe  vol.  v.  p.  181)  that  Lord 
StraiTordy  when  projecting  the  erection  of  a  mansion  on  this  spot  (Jig" 
finttown)  *'  consoited*'  John  Allen,  ]^sq.  who  entered  Irelaad  as  a  factor 
for  the  Dutch,  **  in  the  latter  end  of  Qoeen  Eltzabeth*i  reign,  and  bad 
treat  skill  in  architectnre.^^  .Mr.  A  Hen  was  ancestor  of  the  Viaoeaets 
Allen,  and  designed  several  haildings  still  reipaiiiinf  in  Irelajid.- 
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lilJyotmidityof  shap^.  Wp  fante  already  observed,  i»  tKe  »»- 
trodoctory  pages  of  this  ,w^rk,.  that  drcalar  steeples  (^^uslly 
iwMice  the  pUlar^tovKere  of  the  sister  conotry)  sreattHchedtD 
seTSeral  churches  in  fiegland,  part^nlarly  in  the  eastern  ooofilies 
of  NorMk:  and  Saffolk/  where  they  are  attriboted,  byao  -wb- 
s«|iported  tmdition,  to  the  hands  of  tbs'Daoes. 

Cluk,  or  Clanb»  which  giv^s  name  to  a  beronyi  is  sitoifted 
oa  the  Lifiby^  ot^  which  river  is: here  a  bridge of>  sitc.axefacfl. 
Tbis  TiUage,  inclading  barracks  aad  a  Roman  Catholic  chiqpely 
wsis  bmraed  in  the  year  1798,  but  has  been  since  reboilU  The 
manor  was  formerly  vested  in  the  family  of  Sarsfteldj  of  this 
eooBty  I  from  whom  it  passed  to  the  Wogan*  fttmaiy,  aad.was^ 
by  their  representatives,  sold  at  the  seme  time  with  RatbMCy. 
Here  are  the  ruins  of  a  castle,  concerning  the  history  of.  Wbieh 
boilding  we  have  in  vain  endeavoured  to  acqaire  intdUgenoe* 
An  abbey  for  canons  regular  was  foonded  at  Clain,  fay  8t.  Ailbe» 
in  the  sixth  century,  in  which  was  held  a  .flLynod>  ooilsitttiig  of 
twtety-siK  bishops,  with  nnmerons  abbots  and  other  dignitaries 
of  the  church,  A.  D.  1162.  A  Franciscan  friary  was  also  erected 
here,  in  the  early  part  of  the  thirteenth  century,  of  which  eonsi* 
derable  remains  still  exist.  At  this  place  is  an  antient  earthen 
elevation,  locally  termed  A  Dun. 

At  CASTifBunovfif  B,  near  Giain,  is  a  college  for  the  edncatieii 
ef  the  children  of  catholics,  on  the  plan  of  an  ihstitntioa  at 
Stonyhnrst,  in  Lancashire.  The  maosion  at  Castlebrowne,  now 
used,  with  additions,  for  the  purpose  of  the  above  collegiate  esta- 
blishment, was  for  many  years  the  seat  of  the  family  of  Browne^ 
who  obtsdned  this  estate  by  an  intermarriage  with  the  family  of 
Wc^(an. 

At  Rathcoffy  long  stood  a  castle,  the  antient  seat  of  the 
Wogans,  a  respectable  family  of  Welsh  extraction,  who  first  set« 

* .  It  is  erroneonily  asserted  by  Archdall  and  Seward  that  the  family  of 
C^Hogain  formerly  possessed  the  estate  of  Clain.  This  error  proceeds 
ftmn  thenristahe  of  that  name  for  Omgan^  or  fVogau  t  in  both  which  ways 
Ike  aame  of  the  real  possessors  was  occasionally  written.  M8S.  of  Che? • 
Da  MoBlmoreacy. 
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tied  here  towards  tbe  close  of  the  thirteenth  century.  Sir  John 
Wogan.  was  Viceroy  of  Ireland  for  several  years  in  the  reigns  of 
King  EdwiCrd  L  and  his  snccessor.  This  antient  family  has 
merged,  by  females,  into  the  families  of  Talbot  of  Malahide,  and 
Browne  of  Castlebrowne.  The  manor  of  Rathcoffy,  sabject  to  a 
small  chief  rent  to  the  Talbot  family,  was  purchased  from  the  late 
RiclMtrd  Wogan  Talbot,  of  Malahide>  Esq.  by  Archibald  Hamilton 
Rowan,  Esq.  who  has  levelled  the  venerable  castle  of  the  Wogans; 
with  the  exception  of  one  antient  gateway,  and  commenced  a  less 
austere  residence  on  its  site.  As  the  principal  historical  event 
connected  with  the  antient  stnictare,  it  most  be  mentioned  that 
the  castle  of  Rathcoffy  was  taken,  in.  Jane  1642,  by- Colonel 
Monk,  afterwards  celebrated  as  Doke  of  Albemarle.  •  On  this 
occasion  he  made  seventy  prisoners,  most  of  whom  (''  being/* 
eays  Cox,  ''  murdering  rebels**)  were  execnted  in  Dublin.  The 
view  from  Mr.  Rowan's  house  commands  a  vast  extent  of  level 
and  luxuriant  country. 

I>oNADEA  Castle,  the  seat  of  Sir  Gerald  Aylmer,  Bart,  consists 
of  an  antient  castellated  pile,  with  additions  suited  to  the  improved 
habits  of  life  in  modern  times.  This  castle  was  besieged  by  a 
rebellious  party  ini  1691,  but  was  gallantly  defended  by  the  lady 
of  Sir  Andrew  Aylmer.  Sir  Gerald  Aylmer,  descended  from  a 
younger  son  of  tbe  house  of  Lyons,  was  created  a  baronet  in  the 
year  1691.  The  church  of  Donadea  has  been  lately  rebuilt,  with 
the  aid  of  a  loan  of  £1000,  from  the  Board  of  First  Fruits. 

The  vast  expanse  of  bog,  termed  thb  Boo  of  Allbn,  is  too 
curious  to  be  entirely  omitted  as  a  subject  of  topography,  and 
may  be  most  properly  noticed  in  the  present  county,  although  it 
extends,  with  inferior  degrees  of  encroachment,  into  several  other 
districts.  For  more  detailed  information  on  this  topic  than  is 
practicable  in  our  pages,  we  refer  to  the  very  able  statement  pre- 
sented by  R.  Griffith,  Esq.  in  the  ''  First  Report  from  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Nature,  and  Extent,  of  the 
several  Bogs  in  Ireland.**  It  may  be  necessary  to  remark,  that  moat 
of  the  bogs  which  lie  to  the  eastward  of  the  Shannon,  and  wliioh 
occupy  considerableportions  of  the  county  of  Kildareand  the  King's 
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Cooflty^  are  ooUectivdylmown,  in  oommon  luags^  by  theaiuBeof 
tbe  Bog  of  Allen.  It  most  not^  therffore>  be  sappoted  tbat  this 
term  is  applied,  to  any  one  great  morass.  On  tbe  ooptriffy,  the 
bogs  to  wbichi^bears  reference  are  perfectly  distinct  from  each otber, 
are  often  separated  by  high  ridges  of  dry  country^  and  indineto* 
vards  different  risers,  as  their  natnral  directions  for  drainage.* 

The  Grand  Canal  passes  throngfa  a  great  part  of  this  tract  of 
bogs  i  and  hence  the  bc^  of  Alien  is  an  object  of  more  familiarity 
aod  inquiry  with  travellers,  both  native  and  foreign,  than  wenld 
otherwise  be  the  case  with  a  level  so  cheerless  and  nnprofitable. 

*  In  foor  bogs  isdoded  under  Chit  general  aainei  examined  by  Mb» 
GfiAlh*  be  fonnd  the  man  of  each  to  be  "  of  .the  peculiar  gubttance  calM 
peaty  of  the  average  thickness  of  twenty^five  feet,  no  where  less  than 
twelve,  nor  found  to  exceed  forty-two ;  this  substance  varying  materially 
is  its  appearances  and  properties,  in  proportion  to  the  depth  at  which  it 
lies:  on  the  upper  surface,  covered  with  moss  of  various  species,  and  to 
the  depth  of  about  ten  feet,  composed  of  a  mass  of  the  fibres  of  similar 
vegetables,  in  diffsrent  stages  of  decomposition,  proportioned  to  their  ^pth 
from  the  turfitce, generally,  however,  too  open  in  their  texture  to  be  applied 
to  the  purposes  of  fuel  s  below  this  generally  lies  a  light  blackish  brown 
turf,  containing  the  fibres  of  moss  still  visible,  thoogh  not  perfect,  and 
extending  to  a  further  depth,  of,  perhaps,  ten  feet  under  this.** — In  the  in- 
stance of  a  section,  exhibited  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Griffith,  are  seen,  below 
the  last  named  turf,  small  branchet  and  twigs  of  alder  and  birrh,  but  it 
does  not  appear  to  be  his  opinion  that  this  is  uniformly  the  case*    At  a 
greater  depth  "  the  fibres  of  vegetable  matter  cease  to  be  visible,  the 
colour  of  the  turf  becomes  blacker,  and  the  substance  much  more  compact* 
its  properties  as  fuel  more  valuable,  and  gradually  increasing  in  the  degree 
of  blackness  and  compactness  proportionate  to  its  depth  s  nea^  the  bottom 
of  the  bog  It  forms  a  blaek  mass,  whieh,  when  dry,  has  a  strong  resemblance 
to  pitch  or  bituminous  coal,  and  having  a  conchoidal  fracture  in  every 
dlrecUon,  w^b  «^  black  shining  lustre,  and  susceptible  of  receiving  a  con- 
siderable polish.**— Beneath  this  lower  stratum  there  is  generally  fonnd 
*'  a  thin  stratum  of  yellow  or  blue  clay,  varying  in  thickness  from  one  to 
six  feet  i  in  some  places  the  peat  rests  on  a  thinner  stratum^of  yellowish 
white  marl,  contalniffg)  on  an  average,  about  sixty  percent,  of  ealcareout 
matteri  this  stratum  of  clay  in  this  4l8trict  naiversally  rests  on  a  solid 
maaaof  clay  and  limestone  graf el  mixed. together,  and  asteadlng  to  an 
■nkaown  depth,"    Pint  Report  of  CosunissioBfirs,  .&c  p.  9. 
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TtM^KMAl'VODOtony  of  tlie  scenery  is,  indeed,  oppressive; 
Biid,  fbrvMBf  milee,  wbkh  to  the  trayellier  appear  ''  lengAeoitig 
a«  he  goes,*'  few  objects  shoot  above  the  gloomy  plain,  and 
awaken  the  fetigaed  attention i  In  the  distance,  it  is  true,  the 
noantaitts  of  Wicklow,  mingling  with  the  skies  of  the  horizon, 
enggest  hints  of  the  earthly  elysinm  enjoyed  by  more  fortanate 
tottriats  in  that  quarter ;  but  the  exercise  of  fancy  excited  by  this 
dittMkt  piospeot  merely  increases  distaste,  by  provoking  in  the 
mkid  a  ttopong  degree  of  contrast.  Towards  the  north  and  west  the 
hHls  of  Carbery  and  Croghan,  rising  abruptly  from  the  level 
waste,  form  distant  objects  3  and,  in  the  south,  the  island  of 
Alien  admits  of  closer  inspection,  and  presents  a  spot  of  culti- 
vatnm  in  the  midst  of  the  desart.  '  THis  improved  district  obtains 
its  name  of  iefand,  solely  from  the  circumstance  of  being  sur- 
rounded with  that  vast  expanse  of  bog,  through  which  the  voyager 
on  the  Grand  Canal  is  slowly  and  painfully  passing.  The  sur- 
face of  land  rises  very  quickly  from  the  bog,  on  all  sides, 
and  is,  on  the  north-west,  composed,  to  a  considerable  depth, 
of  limestone  gravel,  forming  very  abrtlpt  hills.  On  the  northern 
edge  of  the  island  is  Ballyieague  Castle  ;  at  some  distance  from 
which,  towards  the  west,  among  other  inequalities  of  surface, 
rises  th^  Hill  of  Allen,  a  steep  elevation,  of  a  conical  form> 
ahoat  300  feet  in  height.^  This  isle  gives  the  title  of  viscount 
to  the  noble  family  snrnamed  Allen,  which  is  originally  English, 
but  had  been  long  resident  in  Holland,  from  which  country 

*  For  Bond' Very  cnrions  particniars  concerning  thenataral  stractvre 
of  tMfl  island,  ther  geological  reader*  is  referred  to  the  ^*  First  Report  of 
tlie  Commissioners,"  &c.  pp.  15-17. — Dun  Almhain  (the  Hill' of  Allen) 
is-sappOBed  to  present  the  scene  of  action  between  Fingal  and  Ciitbmor,' 
inr'BfiBtfpherBon^Btieaatlftil  poem  of  Temora.  In  some  MSd.  of  the  late  Mr. 
Beauford;  now  possessed  by  the  present  writer,  it  is  said  that  the  prin- 
cipal Idea!  objects  deBcribed  in  that  work  (as  **  the  Cave  of  Bran,  the 
tomb  of  Oscar,  Bran*s  fountain,"  &c.)  are  to  be  distinctly  traced  In  this 
neighbotfrhood.  Mr.  Beauford  adds  that  Macpherson  derived  the  ground- 
work of  his  epic  from  an  Irish  poem  called  Cath  Almhain,  written  by 
TofAe  Eigis,  about  the  year  1310,  the  subject  of  whicli  relates  to  a  battle 
fought  in  the  eleventh  century. 
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thm  aaomtpr  of  tlie  jNreseot  viaeonat  enlerod  Ireliiid>  b  tbe  rriga 

The  ceastroctioA  of  tbo  Ocand  Canal  bos  bean  a^rvicaable,  m 
ispaitiag  a  aooiee  of  dniaage  to  some  parts  of  this  great  serisa 
of  bogs ;  and,  in  a  more  improved  state  of  the  oonntry,  the 
wh^  will  probably  be  placed  vader  profitable  calCrratioa^  a 
dicoaaitaiice  equally  desirable^  andy  aa  it  wonld appear,,  easy  ef 
practice.  At  present  the  Bog  of  Allen  afibrda  no  other  benefit  to 
man  than  that  of  yielding  tnrf  for  fuel,  whichris  chiefly  conrayed 
to  DaUtn  by  boats  on  the  canal,  and  which,  when  it  arrivea 
there,  is,  we  believe,  more  expensive,  than  imported  coal.  The 
mind  expands  with  the  idea  of  a  fntnre  age  beholding  verdaat 
paalaraga  and  a  saiiliag  peasantry,  wh^re  now  the  aspect  of  na* 
tare,  and  that  of  the  forlorn  bdngs  so  nnhappy.  as  to  be  identified 
with  the  region,  have  a  lamentable  co-partnership  in  misery.* 

CAaaaaY,  or  Castlb  Cabbbbt,  is  situated  in  the  north- 
western part  of  the  county,  on  the  border  of  the  Bog  of  Allen,  ai 
the  distance  of  25}  miles  from  Duhfin.  Here  are  the  remains  of 
aa  antient  castle,  seated  on  a  lofty /insulated  hill,  whence  is  ob*« 
taiaed  a  very  ^tensive  view  over  Aie  surrounding  level  tracts  of 

*  The  circamitances  and  appearance  of  the  abject  population  in  such 
parts  of  the  bog  as  are  witnessed  by  the  voyager  o)a  the  canal,  are  so 
fidtiifally  described  by  Dr.  V^alsh^  that  Wfr  take  the  freedodi  of  profitiog 
by  bit  words.—*'  To  a  moderate  diitaace  on  each  side  of  Ihe  canal  the  bof 
is  let  in  small  lots  to  tarf*caitoFSy  wbp,  for  conv^nloiice  and  the  facilitj  oC 
goardinj^  their  property  from  tbe  ft,  take  ap  their  residence  on  the  si^t^ 
however  dreary  and  ancomfortable.  The  first  care  of  one  of  these,  is  to 
seek  a  dry  bank  above  (he  influence  of  floods ;  and  here  he  excavates  his 
fsCare  habitation,  to  such  a  depth  that  little  more  is  visible  than  the  roof ; 
this  is  sometimes  covered  with  scanty  thatch,  but  oftener  vith  tnrf  pared 
from  the  bog,  which^  as  tbe  herbage  is  opiwards,  so  perfbetly  assinitlaien 
with  the  surrounding  scenery,  that  the  eye  would  pass  over  it  unnotked, 
were  it  not  undeceived  by  a  number  of  children  sallying  from  a  bole  on 
one  side,  accompanied  frequently  by  tbe  cat,  the  pig,  and  tbe  goat,  the 
joint  inmates  of  tbe  hovel ;  and  sometimes  a  cloud  of  smoke,  which  finding 
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no  Other  vent,  issues  through  tbe  roof,  which,  from  its  slight  texture,  is 
every  where  pervious  to  it»  betrays  tbe  habitation.* '--Hist,  of  Dublin^' 
pp.  1299.30.  . 
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const  ry«  The  castle  of  CarbeiywMj  in  the  early  part  of  Uiefeor^ 
teenth  century,  the  embattled  residence  of  a  branch  of  the  Bir* 
miqgham  family.  On  the  death  of  Walter  Birmingham,  the  yonnger^ 
in  1361,  this  castle  passed  to  Sir  Robert  n^eston,  chief  bsna 
of  the  exche^ner,  ainoestor  of  Lord  Oormanstoira,  trfao  had  mar-' 
ried  the  sister  of  the  said  Walter.  In  1541,  Sir  William  Bfarming- 
hnm,  Knt.  was  created  Baron  of  Garbery.  The  castle  bekngcd, 
early  in  the  reign  of  Elisabeth,  to  Sir  Henry  CoUey,  or  Cowley, 
ancestor  to  the  Marqness  Wellesley  and  the  Duke  of  WelKn|;tOD, 
whose ^eseendants  resided  at  Carbery  through  many  generations. 
Mary,  daughter  of  Henry OoUey,  Esq.  married,  in  1747#  Artkor 
Pomeroy,  Esq,  created  Lord  Harberton  of  Carbery,  in  1783,  and 
Viacoont  Harberton,  tn  1791.— iVmdniy,  the  seat  of  Lord  Har- 
berton, is  in  the  immediate  f  icimty  of  Castle  Carbery,  and  is  s 
spacions  and  handsome  residence. 

Cloncubky,  a  small  village,  consisting  chiefly  of  thatched 
cabins,  was  an  antient  demesne  of  the  Earls  of  Ormonde,  under 
whom  the.  Aylmer  family  of  Lpns,  and  Viscount  0<MrmanstowB| 
derived,  in  fee.  The  late  Michael  Aylmer,  of  Lyons,  Esq.  sold 
tliis  manor  to  Sir  Nidiolas Lawless,  Bart,  afterwards  created  A«r0« 
Cioneurry,  Here  is  one  of  the  antient  moats;  and  near  that 
earthen  elevation^  formerly  stood  a  castle,  which  Colonel  Monk 
defended  for  the  Parliament,  in  1643.  That  celebrated  officer  was, 
however,  at  length  under  the  necessity  of  abandoning  the  fortress, 
from  a  want  of  provisions.  A  Carmelite  Friary  was  founded  at 
Cloncurry,  in  the  year  1347,  by  John  Roche  j  which  monastery, 
together  with  the  village,  was  burnt  by  the  Irish  septs  on  the  Eve 
of  the  Feast  of  the  Seven  Brothers,  A.  D.  1405.  Some  remaias 
of  the  buildings,  which  were  renovated,  and  were  inhabited  until 
the  general  suppression  of  religious  houses,  are  still  to  be  seen. 
Cornelius  Mac  Gelan,  Bishop  of  Kildare,  termed  Cornelius  of 
Cloncurry,  was  some  time  rector  of  this  parish,  and  was,  probably, 
a  native  of  the  village.  This  learned  divine  died  in  1223,  and 
was*  buried  in  the  parish  church.  No  sepulchral  monument,  how- 
ever, exists  of  an  earlier  date  than  the  eighteenth  century. 

Maynooth^  distant  from  Dublin  Hi  miles^  is  a  small,  but 


JMkfkmfimg,  tommy  dMMMtiAf  cfciiiy  of  one  wide  ilreet.  At  out 
uraiii«kioQertlMflicelbtkeBit9«lCU]^efSt.P^to^^  The 
wtu,  b  fiPMt  ci  tUa  atrocMrai  aoqiuMS  a  gnat  acoaaaioa  of  ia* 
lamt  and  pictorial  beantjr  from  thaeoiitigoaMtoiirarofiiayiiooth 
Chaidi,  vliidi  ia  riddy  nuditlad  with  ivj,  and  froflu  tha  lioo  niiaa 
oftheCaado,  whaae  stately  towers  an  iftidiffBieBtalagaa  of  dooay* 
At  theoppeaitatenBaaatioaof  the  street  is  the  eatOMieeof  Cartaa 
IMrk>  tha  demaaae  of  the  Doha  of  Lmater. 

It  ia  traditioaally  aaaerted  that  a  coQTaat  of  ''  Black  Nona** 
eiifltedat  Mbynooth,  in  aaeaiiyage..  A  College  waa  boiltaad 
eUtUiihed^  '« bhia  manor  of  Maynooth,  parbhofLaragh-Briea/' 
in  tha  year  1518,  by  Gerald  Earlof  Kildare  i  in  which  the  nobb 
faaadcr  pbced  a  maater,  oadermaater,  and  five  prieata  (styled 
fdkNTt),  two  clerks,  and  three  boys,  who  were  to  pray  for  the 
prosperona  Mtate  of  the  longs  of  England,  and  for  the  good  state  of 
the  Earl  of  Kildare,  his  wile,  and  their  kindred,  whib  living, 
sad  te  thair  aosb  aft^  thetr  dteease.^  The  same  earl  afterwards 
Tshoilt  the  chnroh  of  St.  Mary>  at  Maynoodi.  The  church  of 
liiyaoothb  prebendal,  theplrebendbebg  inthe ^of  hb  Grace 
the  Dake  of  Lsiaatar  $  and,  b  its  present  state,  b  a  commodbos 
sad  respaetabb  stractore,  lately  fambhed  with  a  good  oigan» 
Aon  the  abb  head  of  Mr.  James  Bishop,  of  London. 

Here  b  a  Charter-*adiool,  designed  for  fifty^x  chiMieti. 

TheCaatbof  Mayneothwasaseatof  theFitageraMs,  throogh 
maay  ol  thepraadeat,  and  aome  of  the  moat>tronbbd  yeara  b  thair 
dually  asnala  j  and  is  said,  by  ArohdaUj  to  haTO  been  bailt  bf 
Joka,  the  aisth  Earl  of  mUare,  m  the  early  part  of  the  iifteenth 
eeatary.'t    The  principal  military  eirent  connected  with  thb  for* 

0 

*  tor  further  )^lica1ifiri'«aM6«rabf  ftke  colleaa  bimded  M  Msaraaath, 
is  Larsfh-Briea,  by  Gerald,  ninili  Barl  of  Kild«)«,  be  Htbmla  AaUqaa^ 
pp.SI— «. 

*  It  it  well  koown,  liowever,  that  ftii  bYaach  of  the  noble  family  of 
Fitsgerald  resided  on  the  above  estate  at  a  much  earlier  period  than  tho 
fifteenth  contary^  John,  fiNt  )^rl  of  KUdare,  died  mt  Larragh-BHen, 
^pt.  10th,  iai6.  (Ipodse  Wbr.)  It  may  beobaerTed  that  the  avtbor  of  the 
Mottwt.  Hib.  itateft  (after  Pembridfe)  that  this  earl  wat  buried  in  the 
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tified  pile,  relOet  to  tke  iosiirradion:  ef  Lord  Thmm  JSika§uM, 
in  the  reign  of  Henry*  VUI.  «otte  nttoottt  of  wUdk  it  pvesMtad 
in  onr  idfltoited  noticeof  the  (%  of  iDkiUiii.  Tlieci«tle«Midien 
invailed  Sy «  ooneidcvable  forooi  under  tfae«omiliaiid:of  £&r  iraitaa 
Bivveton.  The  eimaiQiis  of  ihe-aMnUante  tvu  treated,  with  de&- 
•oee  by  the  garrison,  althoogh  Lord  Thomas  wee  attaeaft;  Ind, 
after  a  siege  of  foorteea  days^  little  impression  was  made  on  tfab 
strong  hold.  The  besiegera'at  length  gained  possessiaD  of  the 
plaee,  through  the  treachery  of  one  of  the  garrison^  from  whomsnch 
n&act  coald scareely  have. been  expected,  the  traitor .betng/tftlcr 
brother  oi  Lord  Thomas.  It  is  gratifying  to  find  that,  aa  thii 
wretch  had  made  no  st^raktion  for  hia  personal  safety,  he  wai 
ordered  to  execution,  immediately  alter  reoeiting  the  pdce  of  his 
perfidy. 

The  Royal  College  or  St.  Patrick. 

This  collegiate  establishment,  for  the  edncatioa  of  peraoss  de- 
sigaed  for  the  Roman  Catholic  miofstry  in  Irehiad,  was  fonnded 
in  porsaance  of  an  act. passed  by  the  Irish  parliament  in  the  year 
179&*  The  following,  among  diher  arguments,  was  used  io  m* 
dicating  the  propriety  of  such  an  iitetitntion.  .  The  setere  eaDercise 
of  power,  in  compelling  youdi  intended  lor  the  Roman  Catholic 
priesthood  to  seek  education  in  foreign  countries,  was  not  more 
toiel  than  impolitic,  since  there  existed  an  obviotts  danger  of  their 
forming  opinions  and  connexions  nniia?ourable  to  a  cordial  uttani- 
ttity  with  the  government  beneath  which  they  were  destined  to 
act.  Better  motives  than  those  of  mere  expediency  were  JMind 
in  the  enlarged  views,  and  increasing  tolerance,  of  ages  in  which 
prejudices  of  all  kinds,  and  especially  those  which  relate  to  reli- 

FranciBcan  convent  at  Kildare.  On  the  contrary,  we  are  informed  by  tbe 
Chev.  De  Montmorency,  in  those  MS.  communication!  to  which  thti  work 
ifl  greatly  indebted,  that  there  formerly  existed,  and  was  seen  by  him, 
'*  the  mansoleom  of  that  Earl,  surmounted  by  his  effigies,  much  mutilated* 
in  a  crypt,  or  subterranean  chapel,  under  one  of  the  towers  of  the  ruined 
church  of  Larragh-Brien.'*    To  minute  antiquaries  we  leave  any  further 

investigation  of  this  subjeet,  but  not  without  remarking  that  few  persons 

»  _  f 

will  suppose  the  above  monament  to  have  been  merely  a  cenotaph. 
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gidiM  ytarthwd  daatcrf  osnteiaBc^  viBjp  be«tpecfeed  frUfgrmA^jf 
to  i#  Mm  t&e  ««bBnM  cvMwIiM  •!  U^ 

Ph^TOwn  to  thtfoiMditkm  df  a  Uninrenity  «l  MijsQotii^  yovng 
■M&  ntttmlMl  br  Hw  irah  pnettliooAQoiMtt^iily  vMeiMii  11m  m^f 
fmt  of  thflir  odoeifion  at  Bkidge^ickuoi $  aad  aftomiuda  obtaiaod 
doatoa*a  ordera  from  a  Ri  C.  biikopof  Uieir  oara  ooioilry*  Tksy 
then  rapaireil  to  an  Irisii  edllego^  in  Ftaiice>  fipnn  or  Portegal^ 
«iia»e  tbof  roiaaliiad  thrae  years  (often  with  great  diAc«ky»  as 
they  were  too  freqoeiiily  membem  of  th^loweat  elaasea  of  aodety)  | 
•I  ttecKpiralieA  of  whieh  term,  they  claimed  prieat'a  evdws.  The 
fttto^iig  ftaelatielioly  picture  of  the  aocpiiremeDtB  of  many  of  these 
emigrating  stiid6ats>  is  alferded  in  Mr.  Newen^am**  /,'  View'*  of 
iHslwd.  "  A  very  great  maJxHity  of  the  Roman  Catholic  dergy 
were  observed  io  sfrring  from  the  dregs  of  the  people.  Ycmth% 
probably  rendered  fanatic  by  the  discipline  of  priests,  wandered 
aboaf  as  mendfeant  scholars  |  and  thas  proeared  the  misaas  of 
tranaj^orHng  themselves  to  some  foreign  miiversity  i  where,  im  ^ 
stMe  of  tlie  atmo^t  degradation  and  eiclasioa  from  the  eompany 
of  their  more  respefetaUe  and  elilighfieiied  MowHitadeaaiS,  they 
obtained  a  gnifttitiiaii  eddcation  $  Hrratehed,  no  daabt>  in  the  ex- 
treme ;  bnt  sach  as  was  deemed  i^  qhalily  them  anliciently  for 
their  fotore  ministry.  On  tetoraibg  to  their  native  coontry^  the 
prittdpal  literary  iicqnisltions  of  which  the  greater  part  of  them 
coald  boast,  w«re,  a  knowledge  of  Monkish  Latin,  of  scholastic 
theology,  of  obsolete  and  incrediUe  legends,  and  of  the  more  80«* 
phistical  argaments  employed  by  those  polemics  trhom  tte  early 
reformers  had  provoked."* 

The  College  of  Maynooth  is  a  bdlding  on  a  frugal  scale,  and 

•  Keweaham'B  View,  Ac.  p.  Itd.-After  pernBlag  the  above  itateiMat 
vf  a  eitpanloaato  writer,  aor  reader  willplace  Utile  value  on  the  ngt%i 
urpraMea  ta  a  receat  pakUcatloa  (Vlewsof  Irelaad,&c.by  John  ODriKoU 
Ssq.)«e*««»i*f  ^  '^PP'^'^'^^S^'tinctioB  of  that  race  of  catholic  clerfy 
which  preceded  the  institttUoa  of  a  college  at  Maynooth.  Much  leu  wiU 
he  johi  with  Mr.  O'Driicol  in  preferring  a  foreign  to  a  native  edocatioa, 
for  penoDt  designed  for  the  priesthood,  in  order  to  alTord  them  "  a  polite 
aad  Hhend  aMOCiatlon  r* 
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bas  tew  of  ^e  architectaral  cbaraoteristics  of  a  ttraotore  devoted 
to  parposes  of  stody.  It  presents^  io  its  principal  fibgade,  a  square 
central  pile  with  spacious  wings,  the  wh<^e  front  extending  to  the 
length  of  400  feet.  The  central  stmctnre  was  originally  a  private 
hmise,  bnDt  by  the  steward  of  the  Doke  of  Ldnster,  by  whom  it 
was  sold  t6  the  trustees  of  this  institution.  According  to  the  first 
intention,  this  principal  range  of  building  was  to  form  one  side 
of  a  sgnare,  with  a  subordinate  but  spacious  quadrangle  towards 
the  rear.  It  was,  however,  found  necessary  to  relinquish  the 
magnitude  of  such  a  design ;  and,  besides  the  front,  there  has 
chiefly  been  completed  one  entire  side,  and  part  of  a  second  side, 
of  the  projected  quadrangle  on  the  tear.  These  latter  buiklisgi 
comprise  the  dormitories  of  the  college,  which  open  from  galleries 
Jiearly300  feet  in  length,  serving  as  ambulatories  during  indemeat 
seasons. 

With  the  exception  of  the  library,  the  whole  of  the  public 
buildings  are  contained  in  the  principal  front.  The  Ciapel  is 
sufficiently  capactous,  and  is  moderately  ornamented,  bat  withoot 
any  decisive  architectural  character  or  striicing  beauty.  The  chief 
Leeiure-»room  and  the  Refectory  are  of  ample  proportions,  and 
appear  to  be  well  adapted  to  thdr  respective  purposes.  The  Li' 
"brary, '  which  is  properly  placed  in  a  retired  part  of  the  additional 
buildings,  is  a  neat  and  eligible,  but  not  extensive,  apartment, 
containing  numerous  theological  works,  but  at  present  lamentably 
defective  in  other  classes  of  literature. 

The  collegiate  buildings  havein  front  about  two  acres  of  ground, 
divided  from  the  street  by  a  wall  and  ipon*railing ;  but,  notwith- 
standing that  barrier,  the  sitnation  is  hi  from  being  desirable. 
The  traffic  of  the  town  approaches  too  close  to  a  building  devoted 
to  scholastic  uses,  and  injures,  in  appearance,  the  dignity  as  well 
as  the  repose  of*  an  academic  pile,  well  placed  only  when  in  the 
tranquil  shade.  The  whole  of  the  grounds  attached  to  the  college 
comprise  fifty  acres  ;  and  behind  the  buildings  a  large  proportion 
of  this  attached  land  is  laid  out  in  retired  walks,  adorned  with 
plantations,  and  admirably  adapted  to  the  uninterrupted  exercise 
of  the  studious. 
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The  number  of  students  is  abont  250>  wlio  are  8ent>  in  ra^>e6- 
tive  proportioDs,  from  tke  four  provinces  of  Ireland*  The  college 
is  founded  exdnsively  for  persons  designed  for  the.Roaan  Gadiolic 
ministry ;  and,  besides  other  condittoas>  the  recommendation  of 
his  prelate  is  reqnired  from  eyery  applicant  for  admiesion.  The 
prinbipsToffioers  and  pn^essors  are  a  President  (who  mnst  be  a 
native  subject  of  the  British  empire)  }  a  Vioe-P^eddent  $  a  Dean ; 
Procurator,  or  Borear ;  Professors  of  the  Sacred  Saiptnres  5  of 
Dogmatic  llieology  ;  of  Moral  Theology ;  of  Natural  andEiperi- 
mental  Philosophy ;  of  Logic  -,  of  Belles  Lettres  5  of  Hebrew ;  of 
Greek  and  Latin ;  of  English  Elocution ;  of  the  Insh  Language; 
and  of  the  French  Language ;  together  with  Lecturers  on  Dogma^ 
Theology  $  on  Moral  Theology  ;  and  on  Logic.* 

The  collegiate  establishment  is  supported  by  annual  grants 
from  parliament,  which,  in  most  recent  years,  hare  amounted  to 
M50/.  aided  by  some  private  donations  and  legacies,  not  hitherto 
of  great  importance.    Abont  S%fiOOi.  have  been  expoided  on  the 


The  Bumston  of  Cabtok,  distant  about  one  mile  from  May- 
nooUi^  is  a  spacious  and  magnificent  structure,  worthy  of  its  des- 
thnftioQ  in  oonsfitnthigtfae  principal  residence  of  the  premier  peer 

*  An  account  of  the  coorae  of  stndies  prescribed  to  the  students  may 
be  seen  in  several  publications,  as  one  of  which  may  be  mentioned  the 
Hist,  of  Doblin,  by  Vfhitelaw  and  Vfalsb,  vol.  ii.  From  that  work  we  ex- 
tract the  following  particulars,  respectinf  the  general  order  of  each  day. 
^  Tile  stndents  are  summoDed  by  a  belt  {  at  half-past  five  they  meet  for 
pablic  prayer  %  from  six  they  stndy  in  the  public  halls  }  at  half-past  seven 
mass  is  performed ;  at  eight  they  breakfast  $  at  nine,  study  In  public  halls ; 
at  ten,  attend  class;  at  half-past  eleven,  recreation;  at  twelve,  study  in 
public  halls;  at  half-past  ene,  attend  class;  at  three,  dinner;  at  five, 
class  for  modem  languages ;  at  six,  study  in  public  balls ;  at  eight,  sup- 
per ;  at  Dine,  common  prayer ;  and  at  half-past  nine,  all  retire  in  silence 
to  their  chambers.  There  are  two  pnblic  examiaatioDs  held  In  each  year, 
at  Chrlaloias  and  Midsummer,  and  premiums  are  given,  whose  value  is 
proportioned  to  the  merit  of  the  answerer.  The  period  of  study  is  usually 
five  years;  two  devoted  to  Humanity,  Logic,  and  Mathematics,  and  three 
to  Divinity.  Sometimes  this  period  is  abridged  by  the  omission  of  Mathe- 
matics."—Whitelaw  and  Walsh,  vol.  ii.  p-  ISS2. 
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of  Irelaiid.  Thta  fine  seat  was  erected  ia  the  latter  pert  of  the 
eif^itoeiith  ceetu^^  after  the  designa  of  Richard  Caaeela^  whom 
we  ba?e  alieady  meatioaed  as  the  ardiitect  of  XiCiMter-hoose,  for- 
aierly  the  town  rcside&oe  of  the  Dake  of  Leinster,  bat  now  the 
house  of  theDubHn  Sodetj.  The  pbn  eonprehedds  a  central 
e^ce,  of  angnet  proportioned  with  two  projecting  panlioas^ 
nniUd  to  tiM  princi^  baiUinf  by  a  fine  and  gracefal  corridor. 
Few  oraamcivks  iwe  introdeced  in  the  design  of  the  exterior.  The 
etenation  is  li^ifeened  at  the  top  by  an  open  balnatrade.  The  en- 
trance 16  by  a  portico^  haTing  the  fiimily  arms  in  the  tympennoi 
of  the  pediineai.  The  pavilions  are  eatirely  destiinle  of  external 
embeUishment. 

The  interior  is  arranged  with  a  dqfree  of  splendow  snited  to 
the  nofaSe  family  whkdi  exercises  within  these  walls  the  hospltafity 
of  antiaat  frdaad>  refined  by  the  habits  of  more  intdlectoal  ages. 
The  whole.of  the  principal  apaitmrnits  are  of  large  dknensions,  and 
are  ridiiy  adorned.  The  diniag-foom,  recently  completed  luder 
the  direction  of  Richard  Morrison,  Esq.  architect,  is  fifty-fwo  feet 
4ong }  twenty**fi>nr  feet  wide  ^  and  jtwenty^-fonr  feet  high*  Thia 
ii  h^Ved  to  be  the  finest  apartment  ia  Irelaad,  appiopriatad  to 
the  safee  nee.  In  tUs  snperb  nuuition  are  the  foUowing,  anMOg 
other  paintings. 

Landscape,  with  fignre^  expressing  the  story  of  Europe.  Sic^ 
6  feet  Bi  inches,  by  5  feet  7i  inches.    Cloudy. 

St.  Sebastian^    Snppeeed  CamGci. 

Deseaat  from  the  Cross.    O,  Ptmmm. 

Landscape,  with  Cattle.     Cuype. 

A  Schoolboy.    Sembrandi, 

Cattle.     Cuype. 

Am  and  Galatea.    G(fimimth 

Laldsm^anilFignisep.    N^  Pmmmm. 

Holy  Pamiiy.    Andfm  del  S&rto. 

Ooats  and  Sheep.    R<f$a  de  7%vo^ 

Repose  In  E^;ypt.    L.  (Xordano. 

Laaarus  and  IMves.     f^ander  Boieh, 

Battle  piece.    Bn^gognm^. 
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bftpnorofaChwch,    Ab0^ 

AfjgktofLioiis.    Stijff^.  ' 

Cttlk.    Ro$0deTwoli: 
IMy  Family*    Fidnm. 
Two'Laiidscvpes.  G,Pauum» 
&^  and  white  Uon^.    ^.  €^. 
Tvo  Sea  pieces.    Vmidfrmew* 
Dead  Game.    Sk^^Jp^^ 
Sl  Jerome.    Spagmol^to^ 
l^daq^^  aad  iPmJa.  .  Q^ffmrQii. 

Mip)fleo.    Fufiai. 

Caid-pUveia,    iHoMfprii^. 

ii^.<Jolia,  Mf^hr^.    .  ,  , 

1^»^a«^^a]so.iKP^?l«i41y  pcirtnits  pf  coasiderabte  interest, 
itlrting  a^EnprLof  Kilfl^e^  l^y  HoiLm  ^  a  fuU  leagfih  of  the  late 
Ddw  of;  ]yfi]fp|l|^;..a9|l  .tih^  Ihicb^  Dowager  of.LdoBter,  by 

.  The  park  which  sarrouada  this  mansion  is  o^  gi^eat.extent,  9X\^ 
has  every  charm  which  can  be  imparted  by  abundance  of  wood  and 
jadidona  diapoaal.  The  surface  is  agreeably  varied  by  gentle 
sweOfi  I  but  none  of  the  bold  features,  of  naisf^ef  which  characterise 
by  lar  the  greater  number  of  Irish  demeanesy  a^  render  then^ 
o^ificent  and  enchanting^  even  when  of.  limited,  siae^  are  hef e. 
found.  Those  softer  beauties  whidi  afford  ictQWsetp  the  eye,  and 
whidi,  perhaps^  yield  t^e  most  permanent  gratification,  are^  how- 
ever, seen  ia  captivating  variety.  A  stream,  whi^h.nviods  through 
the  principal  partp  of  this  s|y|qop^  pftrjc,  has  been  eqpai^ded  by, 
art  ioto  a  nver  of  ample  widt^  and.aasist^  in  ffNipag  much  pie*- 
toreacine  seenecy,  aa  i^^pursnea  its  ctyurs^  ipn|dst*vf^dant  swells  of 
land,  pecoltarly  soft  ai)d  '^|wefnl,  or  ^ppr^ftftcbep  tl^e  shelteping 
iD4ps^  of  wood  wMch  dignify  the  demesne.  Scenery  so  tranquil 
awddappiBar  to  invite.  the.iiitr94uctioB  of  arfi^ialoli^ectsj  anc| 
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mck  we  1mA  to  have  bcen^  acooidisgly^  carried  into  ex«ciirioii. 
On  ODC  of  the  most  elevated  parts  of  ^e  park  is  placed  a  wdU 
designed  prospect-tower ;  and  from  anotber  division  of  tbe  groands 
rises  a  pillar,  which  is  conspicnoiu  through  a  long  tract  of  the 
sarronnding  country.  This  latter  erection  is  in  itself  a  handsome 
object^  when  viewed  from  the  mansion^  and  acquires  additioDal 
interest  from  the  circnmstanoe  of  having  affnrded  employment  to 
the  poor  in  a  time  of  great  scardty  and  privation.  The  whole  de* 
mesoe  is  encompassed  by  plantations^  and  the  house  n  approadied 
from  Maynooth  throogh  a  long  and  fine  avenne  of  trees. 

Carton  belonged,  far  many  ages  previoos  to  the  early  part  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  toabranchof  thefimiilyof  TaBbotof  Ma- 
labide  and  Templeoge.  William  Talbot,  of  Carton,  Ssq.  was 
created  a  baronet  in  1G98.  He  died  in  1633,  leaving  a  nomerons 
£uttUy.  Richard,  his  eighth  and  youngest  son,  vras  the  well- 
known  Duke  of  Tyrconnel,  minister  of  King  James  II. 

LmzLip,  a  small  but  neat  fair  town,  is  seated  on  the  river 
Lifley,  at  the  distance  of  eight  miles  from  Dublin.    The  diief  or- 
nament of  this  place  is  Lmmlip  Ca»tU,  which  structure  is  boldly 
situated  on  an  eminence  overhanging  the  river.    On  the  west  side 
it  is  flanked  by  a  circular,  and  on  the  east  by  a  square,  tower. 
This  castle  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Hon.  George  Cavendish, 
and  was  formerly  the  residence  of  the  White  family^  who  owned 
for  many  Ages  the  town  and  manor  of  Leixlip.    Str  Nicholas  White, 
who  died  in  the  year  1654,  married  a  daughter  of  the  Lord  Moore, 
and  lies  buried  in  the  church  of  Leixlip,  a  re8|>ectidile  building  in 
the  pointed  style  of  architecture.    The  estate  was  afterwards  pur- 
chased by  the  Right  Hon.  William  Conolly ;  and,  while  the  castle 
was  in  the  possession  of  the  Conolly  fkmily,  it  became  the  occa- 
sional residence  of  several  eminent  persons,  among  whom  may  be 
named  Primate  Stone  and  Lord  Townshend.    The  river  scenery 
of  this  neighbourhood  is  enriched  by  a  [waterfhil,  termed  the 
fifn/mim  leap,  which  is  a  fine  and  picturesque  object. 

CxLuaiDGB  (otherwise  KUdroghed)  is  a  neat  and  thriving 
village,  pleasandy  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Liffey,  over  which 
river  is  here  a  handsome  stone  brid^.    In  this  village,  and  its 
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nanitf,  are  eMBiisi?o  woolkniifid  eotftoo  uamniBtibatim^ 
hk  Ike  ikmtA,  wbkik  »  sitiiattd  od  thebordir  «f*  the  Caatktoww 
diMna,  !•  tie  mansokiui  of  the  coBtnu*  tei&y  ef .  Conollf  ,  UM0 
pfoprietors  of  this  plaoe. 

GcdiNriilge  cioquirM  a  conriderable  degree  of.  inteeeat  from  ita 
iMiiier  oeaaesuea  ^th  Dean  Swifts  and  the  ihlr  boi  nafortoaafte  ' 
F&i§0$§m.    BarthohnMvr  Vaohomiigb^  the  teher  olthe  Mf  oeic^ 
bmftedby  Swift  imder  the  name  of  VaneoBa,  was  a  Dutch  meB- 
ehattt^  who  aetiM  m  Dublin  towaida  the  doteof  the  aeveatBeBtii 
century^  hHmto  he  obtuaed  cooaideraUeproparty^  andaerfiadithft 
oSee  of  lord  mayor>  mmio  iWf.  •  Mr.  Vaahourigh  died  in  (the 
year  VfW,  leaving  two  sotia  and  two  danghtew,  of  when  Esther 
(dw  VMesea  of  Swift)  waa  the  inrmor.    The  raiantie  and  cod- 
ceaaive  affntkm  whidi  this  lady  eatertaiaed  forSwiftis  well  Imowa. 
The  avrpriae  winch  so  eath«siaa&  a  pa^on  created  in  the  nand 
of  the  dean^  and  the  urgency  with  wfaidi  he  adfised  his  fnend 
and  pnpil  to  oonqoer  desires  wluch  never  would  be  gratified,  are 
stated  in  words  wUeb,  from  their  eleganoe,  must  commemorate 
the  tale  to  a  very  late  posterity,  in  the  poem  of  Cadenus  and  Va* 
nessa.    Very  shortly  previous  to  his  decease,  Mr.  VanhMnrigh 
had  built  a  honse  at  Celbridge,  to  which  Vanessa  retired  in  1717; 
and  in  this  sednsion  she  nursed,  with  a  destrudive  ardour,  too 
eamoMiB  to  the  youthM  and  impassioned,  the  morbid  tenderness 
eC  fanoy  that  was  the  bane  of  her  existence.    Swift  forbore  to  visit 
her  at  this  place,  until  the  year  1790 }  and  their  subsequent  inter- 
coarse  had  an  abrupt  terminadon.*    Vanessa  died  at  Gdhridge^ 

*  It  has  been  said  that  Vanessa.  *'  detironsof  knowing  the  real  nature 
of  tke  dean*f  connexion  with  Stella,  addressed  a  letter  to  tliat  lady  apoa 
the  subject,  which  she  communicated  to  Swift,  who,  in  a  paroxysm  of  rage, 
rode  out  to  Celbridge,  and  flinging  the  letter  upon  the  table  left  the  roons, 
and  wu  never  afterward  recoacHed  to  her.'*--lB  nit  Walter  8cott*s  LtSs  of 
Swift,  that  wriler  hat  presented  the  world  with  soum  **  minute  partlca- 
Ian**  of  Bwiftf s  intercourse  yith  Vanessa  at.**  MMiay  Abbey,  near  CeU 
bridge.''  This  account  is  given  on  tlie  autliority  of  a  nameless  corrospon* 
dent,  and  is  belloTed  to  be  destitute  of  solid  foundation.  Relying  on  tiks* 
testimony  of  an  **  aged  man,**  a  gardener,**  whorememlieredthe  unfortunate 
Vanessa  wall/*  Sir  Waller  mentions  the  Mlowlngi  among  other  ckcum* 
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mI7fi3,  aad  her  wut^^^SmAuk,  iiftwr »hpiif4ini  twiti»»miMr 
ni mme Uuax UoTjem^,  Wmtoht wiitkffi^rt i> x^aa^tnmt^ tifcil 
Ae  nane  «l  Siirift  ifcM.nM  mm^&anmA  U  tke  hat  viU  iif$wUdi«to 
disposed  of  h^  ample  property. 

CAarLMWirN^  Ihe  noUe  ifWMtofle  ol  Lady  ItoaifA  A?gvsta 
ConoBy;  rdkt  of tUe  RigM  H;ott.  Thonas  Qoln^Uy,  kiifpfOMsM 
feon  the  tillage  of  CfiMOgefi^foni^Mt^mtf^  fim^  wifkUnier, 
OM.  mile  ill Iwgth*  ia  die  tiftie nf  ;ihe  lalo  Mr.  CoMllyi  ^  pa- 
triotic sMBMry,  Caatldtowfei  hm  diStinis«Mk^  1^^  ok^c^  a( 
aa  imboaiidBd  iiospitalilyj  vUch  will  bsf[[  be  rmyienb^i^d  i^-lr^^ 
bmd^  and  lias  been  maaigiaActlltf  no^jM  by  a^t^oqpfApMk  towiit.* 

The  maiiaiott  b  a  mpadoaa  stauctwrei^f  a^one;  oopsiitiff  ftf m 
eaatre^  viited  by  cblonnadeft  tft  |*vi]Miu^;$W'  irhole  .deaign^ 
im  tbe  Ibnic'otdeK  .^The'apaitaietita  4Xaji  m:&m^  mti^ 
ipadoiis  nor  lofty>  chiefly  with  the  feasefH^oa  of  4i,j0pdlia(lb  termed 
the  library^  wiueh^  wilb  aa  adipaiiiiag  dira?^-f»ogb  jpeaaarfa 
niaety  &6t  in  length.  ThAihatt  bf  entrance  h  ^if^  a,  fif^.  i^p^rjb 
ment.    The  graad  staineaa^  has.Mhofiay ^wttuMevb vi^l^mlii^ 

•teocei  3 — ^*  The  gvdm  va9  to  an  uiifo^piiipidefref  crowiiad  with  livw^ 
The  old  miui  laid^  when  Mri.  Yanhomrigh  ezpet^Ced  the  dean  ike  almagi 
planted^  with  her  own  hand,  a  laurel  or  two  against  his  arrival.  He  ih^wed 
her  favourite  seat,  still  called  Vanessa^s  bower.  Three  or  four  trees',  and 
some  laurels,  indicate  the  spot.  They  had  formerly,  accordidg  to  thn  old 
man^s  inibrmation ,  been  trained  into  a  close  arbonr.  There  won  two  aooH 
and  a  todo  table  wItfllB  the  boiwor,  the  openlB^of  wWch  ooausandad  a 
Tiewof  the  ldiby»  which  ha^  a  fomaiitic  ofGspty  and  there  was  a  sMall 
cascade  that  mnnnnred  at  a  distance.  In  this  sequestered  spot,  accord* 
iof  to  the  old  gardener's  aecouatt  the  dean  and  Vanessa  nsed'often  to  sit, 
with  boohs  and  wrltinf  materials  on  the  uble  before  them.^  For  some 
atrictnreeoa  thenbo?o  stmom^ntof  Sir  W.  Scott,  see  Mr.  Moncke  Hatoo's 
JBftsrala  ^nf  igiM. 

*  **  Oostlolowai  the  laat  of  |Cr.  GoaoUyt  the  f ifateat  commoner  in 
the  kiofdomt  is  ^tted  up  in  the  »ofl  elegant  jno^era .  tatlo>  and  his  mode 
4if  living  ia  in  the  higheal  style  of  hofpitality .  He  has  a  p nblic  newa  or 
cofbe-room,  for  the  commpn  iBiort  of  ^Mft  gfiosts  in  boosts,  ft^n  he  who 
goet  aFax  early. may  breahfoft»  or  who  comes  in  late  may  dine ;  or  he 
who  riionld  chateto  go  to.  bed,  may  enp  before  the  reet  of  tfae-family. 
-lihla  ioniiMit  pt hMsly/'    FMApiophteal  Sarroy^  p.  54« 
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<if  bnf^,  and  t|ie  wMe  bimimoii  is  ricUy  fitted  «|»,  in  Ike  bmt 
0t^oftkeliMpt9fe.  AiM^9  tke  piMiilinga  pi«eerv«d  in  ^inn^ 
iputnmtfl  wo  uplioe  thefollMnf ,  J^klmef  Angtk,  by  lumMtf>; 
cpnttfinphtiiig  a  #ef^.  A6aAS4tKl9fJohi^$kfiB0pH9t,  ^,Dtf$pk 
Fdr,  bj  T^msn,  i'orfrote*  Hie  bM»  iMi)i(  Hot).  Tbomm 
Goadiy  k  l4idy  Liwiii»  Ai^gasto  Conolly^  hu  lady*  daogbt^r  of  Iko 
Mead  Dake  of  Uebmond.  Oweral  CKnkki*  T||0  Ovlie  4b 
ftMbofg,  OocheM  of  roftimomb^  noCfcer  of  the  fint  Didie  of 
RachmoBd.  A  half-length  of  the  aamo  kdy  %  vary  fine.  Halfc- 
kmdi  of  t|i^  Bighl  Hod.  WOliam  Co^otty,  apaaker  of  the  Iriah 
koaieol  oonmona,  &tber  <tf  the  late  Mr«  Ooaolly.  Tbeapeate'a 
ladys  of  the  Wealvrorth  teaUy.  Dudleaa  4o«ager  of.  lieinatwr^ 
iH(9  to  Udy  IioqUa.  ConoUy .  The  Pakia  of  Ridmioad,  faiAar 
of  tbeae  hdies.  The  V&^t  Hoo.  John  Sta|dtti,  hn>thflef-m-]aw  of 
Mr.  CaacUy  I  fidlrkngth.  The  first  Lord  .Holk*d..  The  late 
Dake  of  Leinater,  Admiral  PadBenham^  fifter^avda  Lord  Long^ 
fad.  Or.  WkM)dlirard>  biahop  of  Closrae.  Hoiaay  Burg^.  Dir. 
fi«aaid»  Mahop  iof  Lin^erkks  aad  the  Sari  of  Chre^  bvdchaiii- 
ceUar.i^It  aaay aol  be  aoperAaooa  to addthat^  ka  lobby,  la  alao 
the  pfftiait  of  ''  Pen  Moore/'  who  died  in  thia  hooae  aged  119 
yaan. 

The  qileiiaiTe  demeane  of  Caatletown  is  flat  bat  richly  woiaded, 
aad  ia  moeh  ornamented  by  the  flow  of  the  Lifley,  which  ri? er 
pawaa  alonf  ita  boidera* 

LfMM,  the  eeat  of  Valentine-Broariie  Lawleaa>  Lord  Cloo* 
carry,  ia  diatant  from  DaUin  about  twelve  milea.  At  thb  place 
raided,  for  many  centnries,  theCamily  of  Aylmer,  a  junior  branch 
of  whidi  Inauly  enjoya  the  title  of  baron  in  the  Iriah  peerage. 
Ralph  and  VmisamAylmer,  aa  we  are  infimned  by  Archdall^  weaa 
fifing  at  Lyona  in  the  year  1300t.  Michael  Ayfaner,  £aqr  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  oaatnry,  aold  thia  andent  inheritance  of 
bii  raapedable  fiuBily  to  %r  Nkdiolaa  Lawleaa,  Bart,  created  Lord 
CloBcvry  in  178d  i  bom  whom  the  eatate  deacended  to  hia  aon^ 
the  prnwal  baron.  At  Lyona  vaa  foamarly  a  town,  of  whkh  no 
traeaanowappear>  aKcepttheivinaolthecaatlaaadchaidi,  both 
af  whiah  aae  on  |fie  verge  of  Lotfd  Ch»eBrry'aplaa«age*gyao>daw 
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A  priAcipd  t9ww  of  the  former  IniildiBg  is  still  remaining,  wilh 
a  winding  stnircase  of  stone^  that  leads  to  its  sommit.  This 
cattle  was  tricen  and  sacked^  and  the  neighbonring  coantry  had 
waste  to  a  great  extent,  by  the  express  orders  of  the  repabficui 
kntb  jnstices  Parsons  and  Borlaoe,  in  Febniary,  1641.  The 
rains  of  the  chnrefa,  which  formed  for  many  ages  the  bariil- 
jia/be  of  the  Aylmer  family,  are  in  the  pointed  style  of  ardii- 
tectnre;  and  present  an  object  of  equal  interest  to  the  antiqaary 
and  the  lover  of  the  pictoresqne. 

The  present  mansion  of  Lyons  is  a  handsome  and  spadoss 
stmctnre,  chiefly  erected  after  the  designs  of  Mr.  Grace,  archi- 
tect. The  central  part  of  the  building  is  of  sqoare  proportiooa, 
united  on  each  side  with  a  pavilion,  by  a  corridor  of  considerable 
beauty.    The  material  of  the  whole  is  a  fine  and  durable  granite. 

The  interior  is  well  arranged,  and  contains  many  noble  apart- 
ments, the  principal  of  which  are  fitted  up  with  a  conspicooai 
delicacy  of  taste.  The  sides  of  several  rooms  in  the  chief  suite 
are  embellished  with  firesco  paintings,  by  Oabrielli,  an  artist 
brought  from  Rome  by  Lord  Oloncurry,  and  protected  for  several 
years  in  Ireland  by  that  nobleman,  where  he  executed  some 
pictures  of  considerable  merit.  The  best  of  his  room-paintiugB 
in  this  mansion  are  the  decorations  of  a  drawing-room,  the  sub- 
jects of  which  are  after  Claude,  and  represent  the  most  strongly- 
marked  seasons  of  the  day,  firom  the  first  blnsh  of  UHNming  to  the 
pale  splendour  of  moonli^tt  evening.  The  walls  of  a  contiguons 
apartment  are  enriched  by  bis  pencil  with  representations  of  the 
bays  of  Dublin  and  Naples,  MNIicn  which  a  parallel  has  been 
often  imagined,  and  which  are  hiqlpHy  brought  into  a  comparative 
point  of  view  so  near  the  attractive  shores  of  the  former.  The 
sakwn  is  embellished  by  the  same  hand^  chiefly  with  designs 
after  ornaments  found  at  Hercolaneum. 

The  noble  proprietor  of  this  demesne  has  evinced  a  consider- 
able degree  of  dassic  taste  in  the  numerous  antiques,  i^nd  other 
works  of  art,  here  reposited.  Amongst  these  may  be  w>ticed  the 
following  :<^A  fine  sarcophagus,  admirably  sculptured,  and  ia  a 
high  state  of  preservation.    This  relic  is  composed  of  atatuary 
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iMirbkj  bsthas  cwioqily  aoqniredj  tkroogh  the  epontioM  of 
time,  a  thick  inenistatioiij  reieiiibliiig  a  ooat  of  painty  of  a  U§^t 
rod  tiikt*  The  diief  subject  represented  is  that  of  lions  destroying 
a  doer— emblematic  of  the  havoc  effected  on  all  material  beiagf 
by  the  law  of  nsjbnre*    Insert^  in  the  paanels  of  the  diidng^nHMi 
are  three  fine  {Meces  of  alto  relioTo^  describing  the  snme  nunber 
of  passages  in  the  story  of  Daedalus  and  Icams.    These  merit 
attentive  examination  >  from  the  various  affecting  touches  of  na- 
ture introduced  by  the  artist.    In  the  same  apartment  are  two 
large  vases>  excellently  sculptaredj  and  a  statue  more  beautiful 
than  deUcate«-^he  Grecian  Venus.    In  the  great  drawing-room 
is  an  exqoisite  antique  miniatore-statue  of  Agrippaaaif  seated. 
An  air  of  matronly  dignity,   str<Higly  expressed^   renders  this 
figure  reverentially  lovely  :  and  it  may  be  remarked^  as  a  dr- 
cnmatance  not  devoid  of  interest,  that  Canova  borrowed  the 
attitude  and  air,  of  this  figure  of  Agrippina,  in  executing  an  ad* 
mired  statue  of  the  mother  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,    Amongst 
th^  works  of  art  pre^rved  in  other  rooms,  are  a  bust  of  TaaflO> 
from  the  mask  taken  alter  his  death  i  and  a  yery  fine  small  statue 
oi  Fannus,  by  Deere,  which  has  been  noticed  by  Ganova,  in  warm 
terms  of  commendation.    In  the  entrance-hall  are  busts  of  the  two 
deceased  ornaments  of  theur  country,  Mr.  Grattao  and  Mr.  Curran. 
One  of  the  paviHons  attached  to  this  mansion  is  used  as  a 
gallery  of  statues,  and  contains  many  excellent  casts  fron^  the 
antique,  procured  from  Rome  by  Lord  Cloncnrry,  and  asseuibled 
here  as  a  study  for  the  benefit  of  native  artists  ;  an  act  evincing 
ao  much  liberality  of  sentiment  as  to  need  no  lengthened  com- 
ment.—It  is  vrith  peculiar  pleasure  that  we  notice  this  love  of 
the  arts,  and  exercise  of  encouragement  towards  those  who 
practise  ihem  on  their  native  soil,  in  a  resident  Irish  nobleman. 
We,  therefore,  observe,  with  no  ordinary  feeling  of  regret,  that 
from  an  accidental  circumstance,  the  mansion  of  Lyons  is  des-> 
titate  of  paintings  by  the  antient  masters.    Lord  Clon<f*nrry»  at  a 
propitioas  juncture,. made  a  most  valnaUe  colketion  of  pictuna 
at  Rome,  kududing  fi^  pieces. by  Raflhele,  and  as  many  by 
Cfaoide.    This  predous  freight  reached  the  coast  of  Ireland ;  but; 
the  vessel  to  which  they  were    entrusted  was  unfortunately 


WradMl  between  Bhy  «ad  itiOliie^^  ai^  tbe  whale  of  tM  |le^ 
IttreB  wife  lost !    ' 

The  ddanftiba  "Of  Lyonft  fo  )^ftblSd  on  rinfaig  groond^  bvl  ki  shf- 
TOttttded  with  ft  flat  tract  of  cOtmtry»  by  no  moimi  ^eospiinioM  Cor 
heanty.  Tho  pleasure  gt^adft,  which  are  dxtenrivo  And  W^U-plam^ 
%d^  are  ^^tlyomamented  by  a  fine  sheet  of  wateri«iid  atebonndsd 
tnone  direction  by  the  Grand  Canal.  The  demesne  indiid«s a 
deer-park  and  decoy  for  wild  fowl.  Here^  also^  is  one^  thoM 
urtificial  monnts  locally  termed  raths^  from  tho  snmmit  of  which 
ts  obtained  atk  extensive  view  over  the  tentral  flat  district  of  Itt* 
knd;  loclnding  parts  of  not  less  than  thitteai  ooonties.  The 
line  of  demarcation  between  the  connties  of  Kildare  and  Dablin 
Jpasses  across  this  artificial  mount. 

At  OuoHTBRARD  apB  the  ruins  of  a-  small  church,  mid  a  pillar 

lower.     The  former  building  was  re-edified  in  1609,  on  the  site 

of  t  chantry  of  great  nntiqnity,  whidi  formerly  stood,  as  we  are 

MA,  dose  to  the  town  of  ClanegiUh ;  of  which  town  no  traces 

now  remain.    This  walls  of  the  dinrch  were  bnih  of  the  same 

kind  of  stone  as  the  tower,  and,  possibly,  from  the  materials  of 

sndi  parts  of  thai  stmctiire  as  had  fallen  to  the  gronnd.    Under 

fhe  west  end  of  the  chnrch  is  an  antient  crypt,  ndted  at  present  as 

a  place  of  sepoltnre  by  tfie  ennobled  family  of  Bohsonby^  of 

Bishop's-conrt.    T%e  mntilated  tower  Is  distant  more  thaii  thirty 

foet  from  the  remains  of  the  chnrch.    The  door  feces  the  east, 

and  is  ten  feet  from  the  gronnd.    The  head  of  this  door  is  round, 

and  the  arch  1^  fornaed  of  nine  mtasy  blocks  of  siohe.    At  the 

height  of  twenty  feet  on  the  south  side  is  a  window,  of  the  same 

shape  and  dimensions  as  the  door.*    Within  are  the  remains  of 

brackets,  designed  for  the  support  of  lofts. 

•  In  an  Eitay  on  the  "  Origin  and  Use  of  tbe  Iriib  Pillar-tower,** 
by  Col.  ^e  Montmorency,  it  it  obierved  that  '*  the  nie  of  tbe  apper  door, 
or  window,  wag  for  the  purpose,  no  doabt,  of  exposiof  to  public  Tenera- 
don  (ai.in  Catholic  countries  Is  customary),  the  boly  sacrament  of  the 
h0$y  and  Mood  of  Jesus  Christ i  it  served,  also,  inMead  of  a  ^nlpli^ 
before  Htm  iatrodaetion  of  spaciant  roMB^  churches,  for  the  abbot  or 
oleii^yman  from  tbeaoe  to  preach  to  the  people  below,  who  might  conve- 
niently assemble  in  these  places  to  hear  him**'    Essay,  ftc.  p.  41  •  iiore^ 
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Oa  a  terel  tract  of  groond,  near  the  benks  of  tlM  Liffqr,  and 
in  die'vicinity  of  Cellmdge^  stood  an  abbey^  founded  in  19(K^  in 
lioBODr  of  St.  Wolatan^  Bishop  of  Worcester.  At  the  disso- 
ktieB  this  abbey,  and  its  ample  possessions,  were  granted  to 
the  kvd  chanoeHor  Alen,  wl|ose  descendants  retained  the  manor 
ef  8t.  Wolstan  nntil  17&Sj  at  which .  time  it  was  purchased  by 
Dr.  Robert  Clayton,  Bishop  of  Clogher.  That  learned  di?ine 
greatly  improTed  the  house  on  this  estate,-  which  was  built  from 
the  ruins  of  the  abbey,  after  the  designs  of  Mr.  Joshua  Allen> 
ancestor  of  Viscount  Allen,  and  not  related  to  the  Alens  of  St. 
Wolstan.  This  house  is  now,  we  belieye,  occupied  as  a  school. 
Some  vnin^rtant  ruins  of  the  monastic  structure  are  still  to  be 


Stbaffan,  situated  on  the  river  Liffey,  between  Celbridge 
•ad  Clain,  is  the  fine  seat  of  the  Henry  fisimily.  The  river  is 
here  crossed  by  a  stone  bridge  of  three  arches.  The  mansion  is 
bniit  of  brick,  and  occupies  a  beautiful  position  on  the  banks  of 
the  Liffey,  which  are  extremely  picturesque  in  this  neighbour- 
hood. The  demesne  is  surrounded  with  a  high  stone  wall^  and 
the  grounds  are  richly  planted. 
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MTf^   Tlw^lK^^tf  C<Miifty  HMrmsM  botindfary  totrards  tlie  north  ) 

Aakr  «f/ltt%  «t#  ^0d|Ht<kn'tE«val»^t;'  tenil^d'HiM  Mfete- 
bfciuug  WHiiHim^  triddh  constttdte  flo'deeiflfive  a  batu^  MirrfeT^, 
tUie/inttotrlnte^SMaf^r'tlie!^  taa^,  there  is  n6^1ik>retlimi' 
one  pass  J  and  that  solitary  channel  of  conimuni^Stibn'bcitween  the' 
l^ilMnlieftiil'aan^iriMnitfficiilt:  ^^^ 

*Wilktii6.lad  of  uuinseripts  commanicatdl'by'tfie'€heTa8er 
Be  MofttaoreDey,  wttareeuablod  to  preeeat  fh^MUowing  sqc^ 
duct  paiticnlars  rehitii^  to  the  atftfent  history  of  thh  eomty. 

Tbe^ittviclBof  Leix  and  Ossory^  whicb^  afTall imies,  were 
gevencd  Mparatdy>  were,  on  the  arrhral  of  the  Aagk^Noraaiia, 
nded  ponsipaUy  by  the  septs  of  Mac  CKok-Phadraig,  the  S^tpub 
SmmmmSmuti  P&lrku,  (afttrwaida  eonterted  telo  Ihe  Anglo- 
Fbtptunok  0  «Dd  theae  of  O*Mor0  and  O'Dempsey. 


•  Thovas  RaCcIiSr»  Earl  of  Suisez,  **  bavlim  tbovMsliljr  brokm  aad 
subdaed  the  two  most  rebellions  aad  powerful  Irish  septs  in  Leinster* 
namely  tlie  O'Moies  and  0*CoDDorsy  possessing  the  territories  of  Leix 
and  OflSftly,  did|  by  act  of  parliament,  3  and  4  Phil,  and  Mariss,  redoce 
thofb  eonatries  into  two  taveral  'toantlesi  namiaf  itbe  one,  tbe  King's, 
and  tlw  etlMTi  the  Qneea's  Ooonty  1  wlilcli  ware  tiM  ififit  two  «onntleB  that 
had  been  made  in  this  fcinfdom,  since  the  Uth  year  •f  Ktef-John  %  at 
what  time  the  territories  then  possessed  by  the  Eiif  lish  colpnies^  were 
redaced  into  twelve  shires.*'    DaTies*s  **  DiscoTorie,*'  &c.  p«  949* 
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S«b||rdia«le  to  Cboee  great  houses  were  maoy  tributary  toparcbe^ 
as  0'D«uie»  O'Regaa^  and  0*J>iillaiiy  $  with  otben  of  stiD  in- 
farisr  Mis,  as  O'lmmhe,   O'IMj,   Aiac  OiifeyK   aad  MtMs 

fir  If 

Tho  lfcroHbwi"i>  lAtvtes  fond  it  a  tnsra  parlbes  mA 
iKttoalt  task  to  obtata  a  fiodag  m  Om  distniet,  tluui  in  any 
alhOT  ^arlar  of  Uie  isiaBd  $  as  tks  iahabitaats^  aatvally  war* 

ia»>  vara  greatly  is voared  in  their  rashtattoe  by  the  be(|nrl>M* 
cad«i  of  the  territories  t|iey  defended.    The  Fit^joraUs  aad  Iha 

Da  BenuoghaaM,  pardy  by  foreOj  bat  aore,  perhaps,  tfaroagh 

the  policy  of  effKlbg  iatenaarriages  witii  the  aative  septs,  ae- 

qaind  posaessiaa  of  certaia  portions  of  land,   whereon  they 

speedily  erected  castles.   On  the  ether  hand,  the  Carews,  baroaa 

of  Uroao,  the  Mortuners^earla  of  March,  and  other  dlstfa^obhad 

BngKsh  faniKes,  obtsined  repeated  gnats  from  the  crawm  of 

laiyo  iraets  of  had  ia  Leix  aad  O^mnrf,  which  grants  wsre  ran- 

defied  nni^ufeory  by  Ae  intrepid  and  persevariag  reristance  of  the 

aaftiont  psoprietors. 

The  powerfnl  family  of  Bntler,  towards  the  ktter  part  of  the 

ftfkeenth  oantary,  made  a  weU«organiaed  and  snecessfal  attempt  td 

wreat  firom  the  tnrbaient  Pitspatridn,  dieirmost  trooblesome 

atfghbonrs,  the  territory  of  Ossory,  oompri8ing>  at  that  period, 

the  OKMt  Taloable  part  of  the  district  now  denominated  the 

QlBaem*s  County.     Open  war  was  accordingly  commenced  be* 

twoen  Peter,  Earl  of  Ormonde,  and  the  dynast  of  Ossory,  the 

iMttier  being  sapported  by  his  relations,  friends  and  f<rflo!r|vt, 

and  the  latter  uded  by  those  contlgnons  septs  which  bsHswed 

iWr  own  secnrity  to  be  involved  in  the  bene  of  the  contest. 

lim  earl  was  ably  assisted  by  his  countess,  the  Lady  Margaret 

Fit^perald,  one  of  the  most  celebrated  females  of  her  age,  who 

haa  been  often  mentioned  in  this  work  as  having  possessed  a 

■ascoHne  genios  and  an  invincible  courage,  to  which  qualities 

flsnat  be  added,  by  the  impartial  historian,  a  conscience  of  great 

latitade,  well  suited  to  the  exigencies  of  the  times  with  those  who 

aspired  to  an  increase  of  possession  and  dignity.    This  lady  had 

mgBMated  the  strength  and  resonh:es  of  her  family,  by  contract* 
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iag  Allunoe9  belween  her  ohildrea  and  the  oiOBt  poteat  ci  the 
nobiHty  oonnected  wi^  Irekind  *  To  advaace  the  object  of  kis 
triamph  over  the  FltZfiatrickB,  the  eaxl,  who  stood  io  high  &Toar 
at  the  British  courts  proposed  to  partition  fairly  between  (he 
firu^nds  who  aaaiated  him  in  the  nndertalung^t  •««)»  ^^^^  ^^ 
posscBsians  as  might  be  yieldedvto  their  united  arms.  To  prevail 
oyer  oppoaition  was,  however,  found  more  easy  than  to  retain 
p^s^ession  of  the  tract  nominally  conquered  5  and  it  would  ap- 
■pear  that  the  onerous  task  of  keeping  down  the  Fitapatridcs 
chiefly  devolved,  according  to  the  terms  of  bis  femily-^iUiance 
with  the  earl,  upon  Sir  Oliver  Morres,  whose  name  is,  omi- 
aev^i^^i  <^^  of  ^bo  ^^^  oonapicnons  in  the  annals  of  Ossory 
rflating  to  this  diaturbed  and  aangubary  era. 

;  Although  this  district  was  constituted  a  separate  c6unty  in  the 
reign  of  Mary,  it  received  no  other  additioilal  English  settlement 
thf^l  the  Fort  of  Maryborough,  tntil  the  Ame  of  Queen  Eliaabeth, 
when  the  Fitzpatricks,  instigated  by  rancok'oiis  hatred  towards 
their  rivals  the  O'Mores  and  0*Conors  on  one  side,  and  the 
Butlers  imd  family  of  Morres  on  the  other,  proved  the  most 
efficient  allies  of  government  in  completing  the  subjugation  of  a 
tract  of  country,  so  ttnly  formidable  whilst  its  natite  poesessors 
renudned  united.     It  was  chiefly  during  the  government  of  Sir 

*  James,  the  eldest  son  of  the  Earl  of  Ormonde,  and  two  of  his 
daughters,  were  married  into  the  Desmond  family.  Two  other  dau^ters 
were  married  to  the  lords  Dunboyne  and  Gahir.  One  daughter  to  the 
^arl  .of  Thomond ;  and  Lady  £Uice  Botliar,  the  fourth  daughter  of  the  Earl 
of  Ormonde,  and  the  Countess  Margaret,  was  first  married  |o  Sir 
01i?er  Morres,  styled  Mac  Mores,  concerning  whom  ^on^e  further  par* 
ticulars  are  stated  in  our  notice  of  Castletovn  in  this  county,  aa^ 
secondly  to  Sir  Gerald  Fiti^Gerald,  third  lord  of  Decies. 

f  The  family  of  Grace,  barons  of  Courtstown,  with  their  numerous 
adherentst  contributed  largely  to  the  success  of  this  feudal  enterprtze» 
and  wrested  from  their  antient  enemies  the  Fitzpatricks,  a  conaiderabiA 
tract  of  land,  situated  where  the  northern  confines  of  the  cantr^  of 
Grace's  Country  join  the  territories  of  Ossory.  To  protect  these  ac^ui; 
titions,  and  to  suppress  further  inroads  from  their  hostile  neighbours^  the 
border]  fortress  of  Orace^castU  was  erected,  some  remains  of  which  are 
ttlll  discernible. 
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Hmrf  Sydney  thkt  tbe  pimw  of  the  0*Meres,  who  htfd  form^rfy 
exercised  almost  nnHmited  svv^y  in  the»t  putts,  was  finally  brolren. 
in  obedicaee  to  tke  dreadAil  temper  of  tfae  times,  this  objeet  was 
flclneved  by  the  unsparing  nse  of  the  sword.  The  foHowers  of 
the  O'Mores,  and  thdr  defendant  septs^  were  banished  hiio  rti^ 
sovtbem  comities  of  Cork  and  Kerry,  then  nearly 'depi>platated. 
At  tbfe  jmetnre  many  respectable  English  ftunilies,  to  whom 
lands  destitote  of  hereditary  owners  were  granted  by  the  crown, 
tsed  tliemflttlvee  permanently  in  the  Qoeen's  Connty,  their  d^- 
seendanta,  in  several  instances,  still  holdii^i^  a  distinguished 
pkoe  among  the  old  resident  gentry.  Seven  of  these  famffles, 
whose  founders  bore  a  prominent  share  in  subduing  the  native^', 
and  in  building  forts  and  castellated  houses  for  the  defence  of 
th&r  estates,  acquired  the  appellation  of  the  8^en  IVibes,  The 
"  tribes'*  so  called  ar^  the  families  of  Cosby  j  Hartpole ; 
Rowen  ;  Harrington ;  Rilish  -,  Hetherington  -,  and  Hovtotlen,  or 
Orington.* 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  very  considerable  grants  of  land  in 
this  coanty  were  made  to  Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  which 
now  constitute  the  extensive  manor  of  Villiers.  This  great  lord- 
ship descended  to  tfae  late  Duke  ofChandos,  by  means  of  whose 
only  daughter,  and  sole  heir,  it  is  now  the  property  of  his  grace  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham  and  Chandos.  In  the  same  reign  also^  and 
during  the  busy  years  of  the  republic,  the  gentry  of  the  county 
recdved  additions  in  the  families  of  Pygot ;  Coote ;  Prior ; 
P^meli  i  Pole,  &c.  Soon  after  the  accession  of  William  III.  the 
list  of  distinguished  residents,  or  possessors  of  estates,  was 
farther  enriched  by  the  noble  families  of  Vescy»  Viacouots  de 

*  Of  the  princely  grants  made  to  these  families,  in  the  time  of  Elizabeth, 
little  now  remains,  except  as  f^jards  the  fiftmtfy  of  Cosby,  ot  StraoKally 
Ball,  whith  still  retains  nearly  the  whole  of  the  possessions  then  acqaired^ 
The  family  of Bafriagton,  of GHllini^h,  is  stiU extent,  bataHenatedtha  iMt 
remains  of  their  large  estates  a  few  years  ago.  A  tQial  extinctioo 
in  tbe  male  line  has  occurred  in  tbe  families  of  Hartpole  of  Shrule; 
Beweo  of  3^1lyad^s  f  Hetberipgtoii  of  KpigMstowa  i  itniah  t>f  Raisb 
Hall  i  and  Hovington  of  Tai^af dstawn*    .  :    ; 
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Vescy }  of  Dawson,  Earl  of  Portarlingtoa ;  and  also  of  Staphs 
BfiiTowsj  Johnson,  and  others  of  high  respectabtfitj. 

Qaeen's  County  is  divided  into  nine  baronies,  namod  Ojtper 
0$9ory  (subdivided  into  three  eanirtdU)  >  CuiKnagrk  ;  B0ii  itfisry- 
iar&9tgk ;  fFeft  Marjf  borough ;  SiftMMff  ;  PormoHmeh ;  7i»#- 
tmeh  i  Sfowmargy ;  and  BaiigadmM.  The  parishes  ars  fifty  in 
BQBber  I  twenty^seveA  of  which  are  ettoatad  in  Che  dioeess  of 
LcifkUn  I  fourteen  in  Ossory  j  aeven  in  Kildaffei  one  isKfl* 
klsei  attd one  in  the diooesa of  DtUla.  Theextivwe  Isngth^if 
ibocenttty  is  about  twenty-seven  Sftiles,  nod  its  graatMlrhMdth 
neaily  the  same.  The  raturaa  uftder  the  net  of  MIt;  Ibr 
taining  the  popuktion  of  Irehmd^  are  atated  at  ibUows  t 
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^Ballyadams,     

CuUinagh, 

Maryborough,  East, , 

♦Maryborough,  West,    

PortnehiDch, 

Siewmargy, 

StradbaUy, » « 

TinehiDcb,     , 

Ossory, 


Nvmterof  1      Otba 


ROttMt. 


1,187 
2,311 
1,455 
2,528 
2,113 
2,13r 

2,151 
4,857 


PopatatloB. 


<m—t4m> 


■   mtmkti 


,f 


TojT^t,..3't|    lft)^3a 


6,580 
12,995 

9,191 
13,890 
11,904 
12,750 

6,939 
11,538 
28,070 


113^867 


AccoraiDeto  returns  made  in. the  year  1821,  theDomberof 


between  ^e  y/eu-s  1813  and  1821,  would  appear  to  have^am^nted 

,  Besides  the  Slieve-bloom  raouataius,  which  we  have  men? 
^Tlfftff  ■%/??  ai  ij;ft9f(p  .'^n'^CJj^q  -*£  cxBlWy. "i^iM  c^^^^(tl  anstn  vTts^-' 

tioned  as  formiuff  its  western  boundary,,  and  a  ran£e,pf  elevations 


ing 


iMmedjthe  Dysart  Hills,  which  rise  sinily, and  proquce  aple^ 
variety  of  suruu:e.  rathertban  a  conspicuous, degree  of  uictnresqiBe 

laMafes  oiBiiiyidaiairand  UoifshM^tupmrn. 


•\  ->  <  • .  •  • 
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dbct,  this  covaty  posaestes  no  boM  eauaenoM.  In  prwrflkn 
dMmcter  it  is  dther  flnl  or  aoftly  ondalatiBg ;  bnt^  in  seveni 
iktiktB,  it  presenta  moch  aj^eeahle  $onieryj  and  is  greatly  fatoar- 
•bie  to  the  lahoars  of  tiie  agricalUiriat,  GonaideraUe  qnantitioa 
of  corn  amliafa  pi^odnced^  imd  large  traota  of  land  aee  profitably 
wffKofmiiA  Id  pMlonige.  Batter^,  principally  made  ia  tba  baratfy 
of  Oaa«#)F> -a0brd8  ahcta^iw ariUie^f  ^^nuperee $  andthepbaaaa 
fiiihiaicraaty/ aMUAIgbiaitiroai  beiaggood*  iaa9midered:ijpa« 
ite%iai79MBdav»i«iberpam«tl0»bAd^  ColiBiwhnftble  att^nl^ 
i»iiaHiiiadiieaB)>hp.h»ead»fi.48»t|l».}^  aadc^cai^^  ar«jiwdly  vj^^ 
vMUoweala^Io^bMig^^lid  iii:iaeiiyrottMragriimltii9):PP<i^^ 

The  farm-toBffiagfcareifi  gaai^ral  pf .9  btHpfa^  €J^i(9(GtaFi  ifi^  tim 
dweUinga  of  tbe  peasantry^  except  on  certain  favoured  apotSi  ara 
iotdid  below  the  ordSftafy  traveller's  concep^n  of  humility. 

The  principal  rivers  ere  the  Barrow  and  the  Nore  5  the  former 
of  which  is  navigable,  from  the  town  of  Portarlington  to  the  aea 
sear  Waterlbrd. 

A  tAranch  of  the  Grand  Canal  passes  alonff  the  north-eastern 
part  of  the  county,  and  meeta  the  river  Barrow  at  the  town  of 
Athy.  The  wbok  county  is  deficient  in  wood  ;  but  the  demesaes 
of  aSnent  residents  are  frequently  well -planted.  Large  tracts  of 
bog  still  remain  in  many  parts,  although  much  has  been  lately  re- 
daimed,  with  exemplary  perseverance  and  success.  Amongst 
the  mineralogical  prodoctions  of  this  district  may  be  noUced  iron 
and  copper,  which  abouad  in  the  hills,  but  are  at  present  not 
worked.  Large  quantities  of  coal  are  Ibund  in  the  barony  of 
Slewmargy,  and  are  dbposed  over  neighbonring  districts  by  the 
conveyance  of  cars,  of  sent  to  Dublin  by  means  of  the  Grand 
Canal  i  IN0  maanfecttire  of  importance  is  cultivated  in  tins  popa- 
loas  eonatVy  with  the  exc^ton  of  serges  and  stuffs,  wUch  were 
formerly  inade  more  largely  than  at  preaent,  chiefly  in  the  neigh* 
bonriiood  o^  the  few  prindpi^  towns. 

ttiti  eoaaty  Contains  several  handsome  seats } '  and  the  aiiA* 
qaariaa  yrik^  will  be  gratified  with  the  vieW  of  many  relies  ef 
efrkaiaaHeal  .and  mililary  arehiliirtae,  often  the  ewphitienl  aia 
■oriala  of  important  pneangef  ia  Ustery.  The  faUewiag  nebleana 
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apd^^hmdi  niiqr-  be  mmikmtd  as  the  priBcipalpropctHors  mi 
lunied  ettetat,  at  tke  present  time :  Dakie  of  finokiiighan  mA 
Ckandes ;  Lords  LansdowB  andDrc^heda^  Stanhafe ;  Anaeakiy } 
Bortarlingtoa ;  Upper-Osaory  $  DeVescy)  Mary^iercmglii  N«r- 
biiry)  Carbery;  Kenmare$  Castle- CootOj  Sydney  i  Osborne.-^ 
Siiw  George  Pigott  -,  Wiiltam  Grace ;  Walter  Bnrvows;  Johe* Allen-. 
JolMfleo  Walsh  -,  Charles  Cootet  Henry  Paroell;  Robert  Slaples; 
Ci^M<dyneaax;  And  William  Hert, — ^Messrs*  Cosby  ^  Welden^ 
Qonne ^  Orattan j  Cooper;  Evans;  Pntland;  Trench 3  Warbw- 
ton^  Rochferdj  Gore;  FitE-Patriok|  Fits-Gerald; 
Kelly;  Bowien;  White;  Rothe;  Hussey;  Oaky  and 


MABYBomovaa,  the  assiie  town  of  this  coonty^  is  sitniited  ott< 
a  branch  of  the  river  Barrow»  aft  the  distance  of  forty  miles. fMn 
0«bUa^  towards  the  aonth- west.  This  place  presents  few  attrac- 
tions^ either  as  regards  extent^  traffic,  or  archAtectoral  character. 
Nor  will  the  antiquary  here  find  much  gratification.  The  remaiBS 
qf  a  castfe  are  still  to  be  seen^  which  baUding  is  said  to  have 
"  been  a-ected  by  Bdlingham."  The  name  of  Maryb<woagh  was 
bestowed  upon  this  town  in  honoar  of  Qaeen  Mary,  at  the  same 
time  that  the  county  received  its  modem  appellation  from  her. 
majesty.  Amoi^st  the  few  pnblic  buildings  must  be  mentioned 
the  County  Infirmary.  The  church  was  renovated,  with  the  aid 
of  j£SWi  given  for  that  purpose  by  the  Bo«rd  o#  First  PmilSj 
abont  the  year  1800*  A  oeiisidevaUe  trade  in  broad  staffs,  caUed 
i^fMUs^  was  Jong  iSttUiTated  at  this  place  and  the^cfghbonriag 
tofvn  of  Meoatmelick,  bnt  has  latterly  exporieoced  declension. 
The  internal  government  of  Meryborongh  is  vested  in  a  boi|fo- 
meater,  two  bailiffs,  and  a  town-clerk.  The  oftoe  of  constable 
of  the  castle  is  still  retained,  although  the  fortress  has  been  long 
snuk  in  decay. 

At  the  distance  of  about  onomile  and  a  halC>from*Klarybomngh 
Cavmedy^stoodR^TocBAf^inBytheaeat'^  Sir  Henry Akrneil,  Bart; 
and  in  4fae  same  aeigbboorhoed  is  LAMOsaTONj  late  the  reaideinco 
o£  3ir  John  Tydd,  Bart,  and  now  of  Mr.  Justice  Mdorei 
r    The  celebrated  Rae^  o/DmuamtiBe  is  distant! nM»  Msr y b<>my'h 
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aboBt  Sf^it  mii^.  The  niwie  of  thk  plaoe>  which  ngiofiea  the  Fort 
o/tieFiam,  is  expresslfe  of  iU  character  uid  local  eirciiDMtaQces. 
The  rock  is  in  parts  precipitous^  and  is  quite  ioaccessible  on  all 
sides  except  that  towards  the  east.  The  plain  from  which  it  rises, 
ia  isolated  majesty,  is  a  flat  heath,  of  considerable  extent,  oso* 
ally  termed^  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  Great  Hetak.  It  appears 
tbst,  from  the  earliest  recorded  period^  a  fortified  habitation  ex.* 
isted  opoD  the  snmmit  of  this  bold  and  singular  elevation.  Whilst 
the  art  of  war  was  in  its  in&ncy,  few  precautions,  indeed,  were 
nacesaary  to  render  defensible  heights  so  stnpendous  and  diiiei^ 
ef  approadi«  The  rode  castiametaftlon  of  the  Cettio  chieftain^ 
thus  aitlurtedj  frowned  contempt  on  the  World  below,  with  the 
asme  natmraitj  hot  barbaroasj  seearity  as  dois.  the  nest  of  the  eagle, 
«q»erior  to  all  assault  except  the  soath  of  the  heavens.  UeBe> 
on  tfie  ariiyal  of  the  Anglo-Normans,  was  a  strong  hold  of  0*Mote, 
Prinee  <tf  Lw«  whose  chief  residence,  howevdr,  was  tk  Leix, 
since  termed  Abbey  Leix.  Toi^ards  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth 
eentnry  Dnnamate  became  the  property  of  William  de  Bmee,  Lord 
Bredcneck,  in  right  of  his  wife,  danghter  of  William  Mm^shai, 
Evlof  Peinfaroke. 

Under  the  tnfioence  of  Ibis  nobleman,  Dnnamnse  was  erected 
iatoa  lordship,  and  oooslitnted  the  head  of  his  barony*  Het« 
he  held  a  court:,  aabject  to  few  lawa  except  thoee  prolnsrlged'at 
the  sword's  point  9  apid.  ^hither  his  tenants,  nod  snb^nf^sdmoiv, 
occupying  noiaafQos  eontigaous  oatiltlesv  repairad  for  the  perfenn«> 
aace  of  s^k  and  aervioe. .  Wheii  the  interesta  of  ike  EngHeh  settlers 
grew  weak,  in  the  latter  yean  of  the  second  Edward,  this  castle, 
amoag  others,  was  wrested  fh>m-  their  poesesaion  by  the  Irish 
chmnants  of  the  soil.  '' Lisagh  0*Mbore,"  writes  Sir  John 
Da?ie8,  '^  who  called  liimselfe  0*Moobe,  took  eight  castles  in 
one  eveniDg,  and  destroyed  Danamas^,  the  principall  house  of 
the  L.  Mortim^*.'.(wha  hafl  masii^  the  daiighter  of  Ijord  Breeb- 
noek)  '^  in  Imx,  Md  recovered  Ihafe  whole  conaliey.'''  Fen  mamy 
sebeefpieiitagea  thiS'fertresswas'altemately  possessed,  afccerdflig 
to  the  prepoikderaece  of  pifiurty,  by  the  English  and  the  Irish  3  all 
l^;al  claims  to  the  succession  proving  subservient  to  the  vacillating 
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•trengtk  of  arm*.  Eaiiy  in  the  civil  war  of  tftie  seveatawtli  een- 
Pbltj,  the  cavtle  of  DeaeoiMe  wee  seued  by  the  fiaity  oppoeed  to 
govenuneiit,  bat  wea  speedily  retaken  by  a  foroe>  detached  lor 
that  purpose,  by  the  Marquess  of  Ormonde.  After  experieiidii|f 
several  vicissitudes  in  the  course  <^  the  same  war,  this  fortreee 
was  surrendered,  A«  D.  IWO,  to  the  Colonels  Hiis<»i  and  Rey- 
Bolds,  by  whom  it  wasdismavtled,  and  left  to  sink  in  dedly. 

From  the  appearance  of  these  eitensive  mine  it  may  be  ttm^ 
daded  that  the  principal  works  of  fovtiioatlon  were  dfcMted^%i 
an  early  age  of  the  Anglo-Norman  aeoendaney,  and  probflbif  by 
WUUam  de  Brvce,  LmnI  Bmelomk^  dboat  te  oiMdi^  ef  Ow 
Ihirteenlii  century.*  The  site  of  th^casDe^  and  tiie  rtdae,  «m 
thus  described  1^  Dr.  Leiwich,  in  his  work  m  the  antiqaitfen^ 
irebmd.'!^''  The  loek  ia  an  elfiptical  conoidy  noceasMe  only  en 
the  eastern  8ide,>  ndneh^in  ilia  nnpeoved  sCate>  waa^defaidisd  % 
thebarfaiean.  Fmu the iMiMean :ys« advsMce 4o><lie galibiif ^aflte 
lower  ballinm ;  it  is  seven  feet  wide,  and  th<|  oralis  shtifteMlliti., 
It  had  a.pn^iiBt^%  emnsHesv'MMl'embraninrea.  The^liwer  Wlinm 
ia  ai9.  feet  fimm  nntb  io^aoacthy  and.  160  imni«a«ti  ta»>  went. 
Yon  then  arrm  nt  ihfrgatS4>f  the  opper  foalMnm,  "whlbh  le  pkMd 
iai  a  tmwi  and^ftom  thb  begin*  thnwalk'vv^ncb  dii^ided  tfM 
npper  asnlJower^  ballinm.  The  fdnser  is  a  pMt^of  ill  iset 
iMsn.eiat  to  sneat^.^and  M&  'le#> 6nm  ntarftb  te-'  sonthj.  where 
lMndp»|g<«v^ike:lugheet  fait  was  4iie  ise^^r'ttid  Aie  ipmmuiMs 
fBR|4ie  ptmtu(^f  tlMre^^weea  hiaeily  partJnB*«ipifal».^' 
>  ur  rJlnijeefcfiofiPtnagMrti^artthei  aniliindhft  ate  n«w 

^.5rl|itflhn;Al)Jto^  aaofl^o^.ttfi*ef49M«toien  i«^^ 

^im^i'^^Jmf^ie^m^'^^^^i  9f^i«illBltiir.  md  jaMit  efc  WiWam 
i^sMSFff^Wf^f^^^  ??.J*.WM^^'  :^\^  l^^m  h*.iWW*d 


tbe  palaUBate  of  Leix,  which  formod  ^ne  of  the  fi  v^  roy^}  «eifnorie«  lata 
which  fh^'fnUii'forilibry  ot  Leinster  was  di^i^ed  on  (he  death  of  Amelm 

mmAlMt  iiiii^Ar^MMike;  iif^^'^i^iaikerii^^  bf  utx  ^tbuu 

nnsnuiflft  tfnPliiiMiBKM'a  M^f  s^  «Miir«auillsrni<&Mrrf^hbei''^ 

.01ilffSf  jhat<M>i^hiWo<fjlUchnB*lStfifc|gtaWf>tktit'ef'g^ 

ff^^RvfUffWffxWMiWkiaf  Oir«t9diJto»o«9li»,  i(is1miUm;«^ 
LoiDftcr. 

^T^-ii  (^v^'     •.^     |irt«''3     ■•f'f^v     '•l.'^"        '♦.•  .        ^  ^       . 
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the  property  d  fHr  Henry  Fumell.  The  lalber  of  tlie  preseilC 
btrooet  (Sir  Jokn  Pkmell)  exhiMted  a  Tory  kncJable  cure'to  pre* 
lerre  the  miiw  of  the  cutle,  from  farther  injury  than  they  had 
experienced  before  the  estate  came  into  his  possession. 

The  town  of  MovNTnATB  is  distant  fire  milee  from  Mary^ 
boroefl^  asd  is  apkM)e  of  some  trade  and  actirity,  bat  otherwise 
ot  BosCiUaaf  interest.  Sevend  faraaches  of  maiMi&ictare  were 
(msessifliHy  enkiYated.  heie,  so  loaf  back  as  the  early  yean  of 
tkeic«enteentbcent«ry«  iU  that  tfane  Sir  Charles  Coote,  whoee 
asaie  aedfrnily  are  do^,  bhwded  witfi  the  aaaab  of  this  tow&« 
tsNbHnbeA  herftHH^svCKtories  of  Unenaad  fikstiatt»  om  an  eateuiYV 
Mie.  The^  is^erieseoflMBiftled  on  hia  property  at  Moontrath,  by 
the  lebeHsens  party  in  the  ysar  ie41>  are  aaid  to  have  assiated 
ptsliyi»  BVtnringmthitt  his  bosoBi  that  rfaidictive  spiijft,  whkh 
•Ishm  Ihft  aMSBmry  el  Uf  afAieveosents  in  the  ciYtt.  war  of  the 


Sir  Ckarlee  Coote  entered  Ireland  al  an  early  period  of  JSSt, 
sadlmndhianMUtary  haUts  aaMing  the  aftorn  aad  teaciews  sol* 
<ery  of  <ineen  Eliaabeth's  time.  Ifia  name  often  oeonra  in  <lus 
wotfcj.  but  neven^wkStt  the  mesttien  of  it  conld  be  fiYwM  f  Isr^ 
ia  all  bit  openttfons  ;f>f  > .  vuv  he;  seema.  to  haaer  Jlctat  tasmds 
tiiwioppMaitei  iittithe  ing^nj^f^-e^  lfutfiey:.w«ra:  iftdiridHsly 
«l|M0^eiS»6)lb(v4ee«5adiB2h8d  jan^^eined  i##opettjKwttie 

kands  of  M«eiit}pr4dal<«9J^apidfeo{  aetiebdiHfei  i|irifnaiil|  mjfpmkM 
m  ^  trtpntB)«S)ieieicuip&irtviUoi^^^ 

dssling  forth  woe  and  desolaticNiu  Although  his  charaeter  was 
dMIgMf Aeitfl  widaBadufateatabliaiiydMts  ^laAeHyytetiMainly 
pesMied^aeawvaeAdsmMary  qnidiAdiK  'Hb%«t)6esifbr]^fib^^ 
tbM^Khfr  Moiiiftntth  Wbods,  afUr  haYing  relle^edtb^  castle  of 

Vh^l^Mat.  ltM9P^  HMkAw?  «b  *el«Mt^Mi  >Ma<ttts<tt^ii^^ 
c^^n^  acqnired  from  the  Commonwealth  grants  of  laiiji  to  an 
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lAaxampied  «Lteat>  most  of  which  were  confimed  lo  him  by  lh« 
Act  .of  SotUement,  and  he  was  created  Earl  of  M^mtUraik,  in  the 
year  16i»0i  but  the  title  became  eiBtiACt^  on  the  decease  of 
Charles-Henry^  the  soTenth  earl,  in  180S* 

Sir  Charles  Coote  obtained  a  grants  in  the  year  1628,  of  a 
anrket,  on  the  Tneedhy  and  (f^atarday  in  erery  week>  and  also 
ef  Ufv  tmaaal  falrs>  at  Moeatrath.  His  son  (Sir  Ghu4eB>  tbe 
int  earl)  had,  as  we  are  informed  by  Lodge  and  Airchdali,  a 
eanftimatten  of  the  castle  and  manor  of  Monhtrath^  Drith  lieenee 
to  impark  400  acres^  and  lk«e  watfren. 

The  ooantry  sorronnding  Monntrath  was^  in  former  tfanes, 
and  down  to  the  memory  of  many  persons  liwig  in  the  early  part 
ef  the  eighteenth  ceaterif >  one  great  tract  of  fovest  or  wood-tesid. 
Deep  in  the  recesses  of  this  extensive  spread  of  wood^  were  several 
reiigious  foundations^  of  wikh  the  prindpal  was  sitealbed  «t 
Clonenagk  (antiently  written  Ciuitbi'mdfMchJ,  «boet  two  mUee  to 
the  east  of  the  town.  This  monastery  was  founded,  in  fhe-sictii 
century^  by  Sti  Finten^  and  fleuriSbM  in  greUt  repvtatieik  for 
mMiy  i^es«  Little,  however,  is  known  cotceming  its  history 
after  the  arrival  of  the  English. 

BuishHialii  aboot  tvino  miles  from  Moontrath,  towards  ike 
4vest>  was  long  the  seat  of  the  Roish  family,  now  evtinctj  aad 
afterwards  of  Ike  family  of  Goote>  Bari  of  Moantrath. 

On  Kylb  Hill,  about  two  miles  distant  from  Burrot  in 
^iise^>  is  a  rnde  work  of  stone^  often  called  by  the  common 
people  the  ''  Fairy  Chair/'  bnt  which  did>  in  fact,  consulate  an 
antient  jndgmen|^seat  of  the  Btehons  *. 

CAst*tdfiTOW^^  a 'neat  village,  d]etatttt>tte  mile  from  the  town 
^  Meitntrath,  is  worthy  of  attention  for  the  remains  of  a  C^stie, 
boldly  seated  on  tfie  banks  of  the  river  Nore.  In  the  early  part 
of  the  sixteenth  ceotary  Sr  Oliver  Morres  (aheady  mentioned, 
4il  ^iir  getrend  niotice  of  this  oonilty^  as  th^  sbti4n-Iaw  ci  Peter, 

*  A  eearte  eA^^raving  of 'tSU  curious  «(bne  seat  i*  inaertvd  In  tho 
ifknllqs>of  lrelaadvh7  Leditidi,  after  a  drawhif  bey  the  late  Mr.  Bead f^d. 
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EmI  oI  Oitto»de)>  dMtkiicI  foeeiklA  pnsMMton  of  Mm  iarttm»y 
wfaioh  \9  gatiiMiMd  ttad  held  for  soaM  time ^  «4ilB^  employed  im 
evUi^  the  pamer  of  t)M»  FitflpMrfdis^  in  oenfbrmmioe  tolbtf 
term  ef  hk  ftUwnoe  with  the  Butler  fmnily.  It  appears  tlmft  ^r 
Oiifor^  «t  a  (kte  ndt  exactly  aecertatncd^  refti^aed  ildaieaide  «ind 
territory  Co  tbe  aaitieiit  proprietor^  recemag,  ia  enoMaiigi^  b^ 
TMil  ]at|^  eatates,  incladiiig  the  madore  aad  lands  of  Granted' 
tamij  wlmre  he  erected  a  Castle  (of  wfaiefa  the  exteasivtd  ralif# 
still  exist)  after  the  plan  of  his  casfles  of  Mainach>  LBteraglb^ 
and  Knockagh^  in  Tipperary.  This  martial  and  enterprising 
neoiher  of  an  iUmtridas  family  i^  so  grmtly  distlng^i^Ked  in  the 
aiRiils-ofOssory,  y^Mth  tract  now  formtf  part  of  theQaeen^d 
Cdonty^  that  sonie  fatther  particulars  concerniDg  h7s  character 
and  history,  cannot  fail  of  proving  desirable. 

Sir  Oliver  Morres,  styled  Mac  Morres,  Lord  of  Mninagb,  of 
lAteragb,  kc.-,  andBorea  de.MontemaKisoe  by  deseeal,  was  a 
person  of  mooh  power  in  the  eoanty  of  Tipperary,  and  chief 
of  die  AnglOANorman  family  of  Montmorency.  He  married,  as 
re  have  already  stated,  Lady  EUice,  daughter  of  Peter,  Earl  of 
Ormonde,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  suppressinig  the  sept  of 
Fitzpatrick,  under  the  auspices  of  the  noble  house  wHh  which 
be  hid  formed  an  idliaiice.  Sir  Oliver  Was  eldest  sen  und  heir  of 
SirMiB,  and  grandson  (^  Sir  James  Morres,  of  Thorny,  La- 
taragb,  Knockagh,  kc.  Kftight-Banneret,  by  Lucia,  daugliter  to 
Kdmbnd  Arundel,  styled  Lord  Arunc)el  of  the  Stronde^  county 
of  Ck>rk,  a  younger  brother  of  Sir  John  Arundel,  lordrmarshal 
of  England,  and  the  son  of  Shr  John  Arundel  the  elder,  by  filiaa« 
beth,  his  wife,  daughler  to  Sir  Oliver  Cai^mmow,  of  Cornwal 
ml  Dei^ottsbkei  Ket.  by  SKxabtitk  his  Wift,  dauj^ter  to  Johti 
Hoflatid,  Ddke  df  Exeter,  and  fillKabeth  Plantagenet,  daughter 
to  John,  Duke  of  Lancaster  and  King  of  Castile,  fourth  son  of 
King  Edward  HI. 

Sir  Oliver  Mac  Morres  is  described  as  having  beeti  a  man  of 
gigantic  slatnre,  and  of  surprising  bodily  stnsngth  ;  which  cir- 
cMastamstfs,  joined  to  an  undaunted  courage,  procured  for  him 
tbe  lasting  Irish  Sobriquet  of  fyiarieogkan^ofus  Laghan  (the 
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braid  naii-lkm).  £««ii  it  this  time  tlw  poftioD  of  Onory  fer^ 
aerly  potseued  by  Star  01iT«r^  and  in  wbich  the  easde  of  Castle- 
town  is  tttoated^  is  often  called  ''  O^ffwtiaghm  pmruk:'  It  may 
be  observed,  that  to  this  period  of  history  we  nmst  refer  the  wmt* 
erim,  or  mottos^  of  the  FitcpatridES,  and  of  theMorves  Imily 
of  Balyiickard-Morres  and  RatUtn,  in  4he  ODvnfcy  of  Tipperary, 
Sir  Olirer's  sole  descendants  3  the  former  bdog  Pi^m  fmA^nfcsr 
(the  strong  man  uppermost)^  and  the  latter  Peat'hoflMk^iA— 
(tiie  man4ton  uppermost).* 

*  The  Iriaht  from  the  earllett  recorded  period,  need  a  martial  .dw«t« 
or  oatcryi  w|iea  in  the  act  of  joiainc  battle.  The  reader  i^|AI  have  ap 
dificolty  in  recollecting  that,  ia  thii  particaUry  they  entertaiae^.A  picac^co 
at  OBce  common  with  the  most  rnde  and  the  most  poUihed  natioat  of  anti* 
qaity  1 — with  the  Scythians,  the  Germans,  the  Grecians  and  the  Romans. 

We  decline  any  diacussion  conceminf  the  hattle-cry  (Farrah  I  Farrah  I) 
ascribed  to  the  antieat  Irish ;  and  present  the  foltowing  extract  of  Harris's 
additions  to  Ware»  which  aCords  a  oarioas  memorial  of  the  incentives  pro* 
ceedinf  from  family  inflaence^  used  in  inst%ating  party-tpirit  daring 
times  of  baronial  contention. 

*^  AHoT'9igt%**  (times  snbscqnent  to  the  entry  of  the  English)  '*  produced 
Bsany  other  shonts  and  ont-cries,  as  signals  before  engagement)  which 
were  need  in  compliment  to  the  leaders  and  heads  of  several  families,  and 
Intended  as  Incentives  to  sedi^en*  They  ^ielly  terminated  In  the  Word, 
alee,  which  sen^mf  to  cpye  from  an  obscilete  JTHM  Wpcd,  ulla,  signifying 
Gsats  or  Hasiaett.  Thai*  ^t^Ur  elf  e,  ^ryed  ia  the  begiaBUig.of  an  en«^ 
gagemeat,  was  to  incite  one  another  to  behave  well,  as  thc^  were  then 
engaged  In  the  Cause  or  Bu$in$tt  of  Butler ;  and  this  was  the  cry  ajppro* 
priated  to  the  house  of  Ormonde,  Though  it  be  a  matter  rather  of  curiosity 
than  ase,  y^aathe  snijecthasnol  been  hitherto  handled,  to  my  fcnowled^, 
I  shall  ci;re  the  jayeral  cries  appni|iriated  to  aabla  lismlllas,  as  Dsr  na 
they  have  lill^^pi^  yax^  apd  tha  o^plaa^faf  of  Jhgm.^  tl|a  best  of 
my  skUl,  la^Tiogj|9f;^.a9^.a|]p.pinitJ^  tojie  SSVf^^^hj  s^MVM  •f 
others.    Thus,  .:.^    -.  .0    ^.-.^^t^    ., 

**  O*i^«ort(pry  was  .^eaUMearg^Agf^  i^e*.  the,  ^^se  of,  jR^|l«*na4* 
which  was  his  orest^  or  cogaisaace* 

**  a»BH«sr«jQry-was,Xr#mA>i:'a<dirr^ftos,  i«As.  the  ca^aee  of  Struug^ 
Anad,  the.  casst  of  Iha  iP-.^fieai'^lM)^  a  d«x|er<,  i|fm«  '^^^  out  of  n 
«*aad,  ha)diag  a^ak^d^^i^r^,  ^mf)par.f .  which^ry.|«#aiK  chW0P4.  intn 
a  motto  ailodiag  to  the^me  (tpis)  ^%aeaf  d^  Posuu^  Strtftgfh  Jr^m  oltaa* 
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Amtmgti  many  tdss  of  mmrwA,  stiU  kwilly  cwroit,  resptct- 
Hfthe  tlrengtli  and  coonige  of  Sttr  Olirer,  we  we  told  ii»9A^ 

"  M^C'Carthy^i  crj  wai  tbe  Mune  ai  the  O*Bri0fi«'i  and  to  Wai  tha 
f!Hx-Kaaric«*t. 

^Vto^Vvi  of  jn((fffre's  {rHn-Geralds)  cry,  <Vam-«l«a;  ai  I  taka  lt« 
0ni  i^«ff#ag  MMto  fMDad  Orwii,  ill  dw  aowty  of  £.te«Hcft,  baloogtaf 


>    ^ 


•  T^a.Bprl  tf  4)iifliMi^«  cry  mm  «A4iiui«l-a*M. 
The  Barl  of  CUmriek»d'a  (Hovrikf*)  cry«  Ga/Ha^ A-a»o«,i.a.  tiM  cawo 
U  tho  IteiUfnf UtAaMfl,    One  of  thlo  family  was  called  the  Rtd  Eari, 
that  is,  RiekM'd  d»  Bmrg9^  the  lecond  Barl  of  VUter. 

'^'Mk\i'-ilMUTAtrfek,  or  >Y«s.PafHcV#  cry  OMr-Laftfir-oftat,  i.  e.  tho 
tAA^^ftirpng  and  ¥A«f(p  i  allading,  perkapi ,  to  tbo  crett  of  that  Iknily^ 
(M^.)  a  Hiva  nUrmottnted  of  a  dra^a. 

**  O^Cmr^fi  cry  SkBrnet^mboe,  poitlhly  cormpted  from  8eatkm''^§e^ 
L  o.  tlM  cane  of  the  $ir9ng  f  to  which  the  preient  motto  of  that  fhmily 
to  allnde,  (vii.)  la  fde  ef  fo  Mh  forth  ;— ttroBf  In  adelity  aad 


**  Jtfae-SwIiM^i  try  was  J9a<ffllliBA.a>oe,  or  the  came  of  the  iVe*li  8t^jft 
allidiaar  to  a  part  of  Us  funOy  arms,  wldch  wore  two  hear$  sem^claaf , 
amd  ofteM  them  m  mmmjf  haiiU  axei  iii  $mUirt  t  wMch  batde  axes  were  tho 
aims  of  the  Gallof  lasses,  (v<<.)  a  broad  ax,  with  a  long  handle,  or  staff. 
Jfac-Swlne  wa<  the  leader  of  some  Irish  Galloglasses  ia  the  relga  of  Qneoa 
EUuAeth, 

**'Tb»'FUtttH^i' try  tras  9*elN«.ar«^ft«#ft*if»«sn.'e.  tfh  latfasit  ef 
Jhv  io  tie  htm§:  Jgkein  propeily  rignlilas  a  Itatltlo  ■b^t  Is'  'uritapbo* 
iMStf  ose^  ibr  v  »bm»'or  lavrfar.  Perhaps  ibnte  of  this  fimiiiy  had  lMf«a 
mnsfera  of  the  inrdaanee.  The  words  allade  to  their  er^;  wbictflir  a' 
sMffar-jrfeee  editing  ovf  a  t»om5,  MOtih  fiamu  of  fin  ^  proper  ^  ekainw  and 
H»g$,of,  '■  '     '       -•■'  ^^  •     ""••    "■■  •^'''    • 

fittth$be^^itHaAg;t»)aLpi,  k&fM»<fi^i^r^}mSik'ihttitaiit^dh^ 
CM^i  Itf  W^i\  $AAMt^^mti  a  bralea  sw^iV, '^  )^ptw  | 
d^diyfi^;  ai'^it ^ t^oafd'sodm,  Hkdi  "tt^  iiraihi^  jhMb*  lo ««^  exp^tad 
from  the  sword,  hat  from  the  protectioa  of  heaTon.  -  ^''''  - 

^«  Ai&y,'of'2Nferiitiflaf  Ut^n^&t^cAm^fiA  iry,  e^-dW-afA- 
o»«e,  pothaps  ike  cmuee  of  ike  great  eai^mkMi.lt  aril]^W,%Wa^Ott 
of  aike'&f\hat1Miliy'ia  lhe^ralid%f  *^!  ^l^«W\Md&'bYlMMfy 
abiMttdUVWW  0tt«l!^ifhtf^iHriM«l^^*^''^^«^'^ 

aia»>-^afa'iabtl^s:Vy]ki^l^'i%^>»\l«^^     '^ 
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Bhorlly  aftar  ha  hid  gained  posaaaskHi  •§  tlik  aiitk»  tte  «l$iiatt 
'o€  OsMry,  Banuby  Fitspatiick,  eatorad  tW  placa  bf  tlratagwi^ 
at  the  hea4  of  a  party  of  his  vasBals.  The  completion  of  Fits- 
Patrick's  design  was^  however^  defeated  3  for^  scarcely  had  hp 
passed  tha  castle-gate,  when  the  lion-chief  seised  him  ia  his 
anas,  add  haried  him  dasra  tiie  treoiendDBt  predpiee  npan  ^kfc 
the  fortress  stands^  overhanging  the  river  Nore.  It  is  aMed  thut 
he  cast  his  horse  down  after  him  ! 

The  conquests  of  the  Ormonde  family  and  their  adherents 
being  secured  to  them  by  a  grant  of  King  Henry  VIII.  dated  I534> 
the  same  was  ratified  by  a  marriage  between  Lady  Margaret, 
daughter  of  the  earl  (then  relict  of  Thomas  FitageraM,  saaaad 
son  of  the  Earl  of  Desmond)  and  Bamaby  Fitspatriefc,  eldest  aoa 
of  the  above-mentioned  dynast ;  which  Barnaby  the  younger^ 
was,  in  1541,  created  Baron  of  Upper  Ossory,  in  the  Irish 
peerage.  Sir  Oliver  Morres  bestowed  his  great  estates  in  t^is 
county,  and  in  Tipperary,  on  Oliver-oge,  his  eldest  son  aod  heir, 
commonly  styled  Jiievar-oge  Mtu>-Illwar^agkams  (Oliver  the 
young,  son  of  Oliver  the  lion,  or  the  broad). 

The  estates  in  this  county  remained  in  possession  of  the  descend- 
ants of  Geoffrey,  second  son  of  Oliver-oge,  down  to  the  year  1696^  at 
which  time  they  were  forfeited,  by  the  chance  of  w^r,  in  conse^aence 
of  the  adherence  of  Edmond  MorreSi  of  Grantstawn  Castle,  Esq.  to 
the  disastrous  fortunes  of  King  James  II.  This  gallant,  batill«fatfld 
gentleman,  was  representative  of  Queen's  County  la  the  piarfkH- 
ment  summoned  by  James  II. }    and,  with  his  cousin,  James 
Morres,  of  Balyrickard-Morres  and  Glonan,  Esq.  was  joint  com- 
aiandaat,  or  oalaael,  of  an  iadapendent  regiment  of  cavalry^ 
ifaised  by  themselves  from  tbeh*  ardent  and  intr^id  foUawera* 
Edmond  Morres  and  Hervey,  the  eldest  son  of  Jamea  Maaraa  oi 
Balyrickard,  fell,  nobly  fighting  in  the  cause  of  mistaken  and 
unfortunate  loyalty,  at  the  battle  of  Aughrim.    The  elitate  of  the 
fanner  was  confiscated  by  King  William   III.  and  granted  to 
Richard  Fitzpatrick^  Lord  Growran,  progenitor  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Upper  Ossory.    It  will  be  found  that  the  great  estates  in  tUa 
county,  formerly  vested  in  the  Morres  family,  oonslilaia  at 
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present  time,  tbe  principal  pMsessione  •f  Hirmnl  pMrs  mnd 
baronets,  of  modem  date. 

Balltfin,  the  seat  of  Sir  Charles  Henry  Goote,  Bart,  is 
■taated  between  the  towns  of  Moaotrath  and  MoBAbnelick. 
Tbig  estate  was  formerly  the  property  of  the  Cffoshin  hmOf 
(iinoa  eoBoUed  by  tbe  title  of  Earl  of  Glendore)  i  bet  was  for^ 
fated  by  Sir  John  C^sbie,  Bart,  in  th^  suventaenth  eeatary .  It  ww 
aftsrwarda  vested  in  the  Pole  bmily,  from  whom  it  descended, 
bf  will,  to  the  Hon.  William  Wellesley,  since  created.Lord  Maryp- 
boroQgh,  who,  on  acceding  to  this  estate,  assumed  the  name  and 
wwB  of  Pole.  The  present  proprietor,  who  has  reeently  acquired 
the  estata  by  pnrdiase,  has  already  expended,  as  we  ai*e  informed^ 
abo?e  j£2O,000,  in  improving  the  house  and  grounds.  In  the  al- 
tsniions  that  hare  been  effected  in  the  grounds,  Mr.  Sntherland 
hss  displayed  much  good  taste.  The  happy  oombination  of 
wood,  water,  and  a  varied  surface,  now  present  their  respective 
asd  nungled  beauties  with  the  fullest  effect.  Nearly  ISOO  acres 
of  demesne  land  aie  enclosed  by  walls,  exclusive  of  an  adjoiuiog 
ptrfc,  well  stodced  with  deer. 

MouNTMxucK,  situated  in  the  northern  part  of  the  c^u^^ty^ 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Barrow,  is  one  of  the  mpst  considerably 
market  and  trading  towns  in  this  district.  The  woollen  aaanu- 
faetarewas  long  cultivated  here,  with  great  enocess,  but  has  beei> 
declining  for  many  years.  The  x^^JiuCscture  of  cotton  artidea^ 
ttd  a  branch  of  the  iron  manufacture,  have  alap  been  long  estii? 
blished  in  this  town.  The  sect  termed  Quakers  are  numerous  in 
Meontmelick,  aisd  it  wovld  appear  that  the  commercial  spirit 
wiiich  prevails  is  much  indebted  to  the  activity  and  industry  of 
that  unassuming  people.  One  of  the  three  great  schools  esta- 
blished in  Ireland  by  the  Quakers,  is  situated  in  this  town,* 

*  The  two  other  schools  partaking  of  a  public  character,  instituted  by 
the  Quakers  in  Ireland,  are  situated  at  Waterford  and  Lisburn.  Tbe  fol- 
lowing may  be  mentioned  as  tbe  outlines  of  tbe  plan  adopted  in  the  es- 
tabliihmenta  at  this  place  and  at  Waterford.    Children  qf  bpth  sef  es  are 
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Mottalnelidc  is  a  haalet  to  ebbe  pMrifli  of  RoteMiUs.  Thediapol 
of  eue  is  a  spadous  stractore,  lately  relmilt.  TUs  town  is 
chiefly  the  property  of  the  Marquess  of  Drogheda. 


RosBNALLis^  a  village  of  small  ooBsidsratios,  is  distast 
Moaatflidick  three  miles^  towards  the  Borih^west^  hatiog  Ml 
poeitioft  at  the  foot  of  the  Stieve4>loom  ttoaotaia.  la^hoiiiiirilly 
we  <piarries  df  soft  stone,  cooiposed  of  siSeeoas  white  esiidL 
which  is  worked  into  clmnney-pieces  of  an  orfcsry  kind,.  a«d.is 
aach  used  in  oovbgs  and  hearths.  The  chnrch  is  siteated  oa 
rising  ground,  and  is  a  respectable  and  well  pnsenwl  beiUisv* 
The  people  termed  Qnakers  have  a  laige  bariat-gronad  near.'^tho 
Tillage,  whhsh  fertts  part  of  the  estate  of  the  Donne  fuaily* 

BniTVAs,  the  exteoaiTe  and  weli^wooded  demesne  of  fpent. 
General  Danne»  is,  probably,  the  most  aatieat  hereditary  teonm 
possessed  by  any  family  in  this  eoanty,  with  the  exesption  of  the 
estates  bebnging  to  the  Earl  of  Upper  Osasry.  By  the  Otamaa 
fiuaily  were  bailt  the  neighboaring  fortress  termed  CosfMrwdl, 
and  the  seat  called  TkmMtok;  both  of  which  are  now  ia  ndaa. 
CmUcufi,  near  Rosenallis,  a  harsh  and  dreary  min,  afbrded  a 
residence  to  the  first  Sir  Charles  Cootoj  whos^  name  and  charaelar 
are  noticed  in  our  accoont  of  Moontralh. 

There  are,  ia  this  tract  of  coantry,  several  barrows,  or  taoMR, 
locally  called  ''  Danish  forts,  and  moats.'*  In  the  works  of  flfir 
J.  Ware,  edited  by  Harris,  is  the  followiiy  aeooant  of  thn  4Bnc«>-- 
very  of  fhneral  remains  beneath  a  tamnlns,  ''  on  the  landa  of 
C^MKfo/isa,  fire  miles  from  Monat  Melidk/'  The  diseoi«ry  toolc 
place  in  the  year  1734,  in  conseqneace  of  a  bnaer  reflM>%iiig 

here  clothed,  fed«  and  educated,  for  a  yery  moderate  annaal  remuiieratioB  s 
and,  where  the  pareatt  are  unable  to  pay  the  saian  Mm  demanded,  the 
eipeaie  b  defrayed  hy  Ae  frinnda  coUectifely  asMmhlsd  at  the  wetlfti^  of 
the  district  to  wUch  tucl^  poor  children  appertain*  •  Theae  Khoala  aiw  not 
rsf  nlarJy  endowed,  but  are  chiefly  iiipported  by  annual  inbierlptiooa. 
Contiderable  donations  and  legacies,  however,  have  occurred  i  and, 
these  amoantto  more  than  the  sam  of  10{.  they  are  thrown  into  an  accan 
latiag  Ihad,  for  tho  permanent  benefit  of  the  respective  estabUshmeatai 
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«tMiM  from  tke  «o«iit«  for  doneitac  uses.  ''  Tbe  nppcr  stdne  of 
iliit  oMMiVBMnt  wao  of  an  eaon&oM  iiie^  and  ui  irregular  atwpo^ 
■ot  obkmg,  at  tombatonefl  generally  are,  bat  rather  like  a  losenge 
in  heraldry,  or  a  diamond  on  the  cards,  in  length  full  eight  feet, 
m  Oi^t  im  fbnr  indtia  teioad,  eleven  incfaea  t4ick  in  lome  parts, 
iJkmMlM^  haM*  olhbnl,  and  nsmaliportbnj  aioAeend^  bat  sefa». 
ft  Mir  H^iMted  by  ^i9f^  •ideMrtD06a>  and  two  enckslones,*  4ha 
Mfeir  tf^^Wdhi^iv^llie  iubWab^tiaanot  (Aetreilairay,  Mdd  not  ba 
moasMitof*  hfl»lie  siaa^rtonos  were  Ave  feet  seven  inches  long, 
nsarii«r4bet4>iiaail,  anH  from  aigbt  to  tem  inches  thick.  The 
iMaetf '%lMt  Milpoio^tiuS'  tttontttnant  asa  a  gray  griti  and. appear 
WJMfh^bmt^  iiiMd;^4n  4)k»-BeigMo«iiag  maaaMias  of  Slioir 
BkK>mV'Mi^iir*tfMi^:«ny«iiignafina«iptkmpf4ate^  awk 

of  a  tool  npon  it,  bat  all  is  rongh,  mis-shapen,  and  unhewed. 
OMid  t^,^illttti«tUiH)oflli,  vv«s  ^Idnnd  th»  a«tir«  skeleton  of  a 
■MMa  dMl'ttati^,  ti»  tend  plaoed  wetitwayd,  aad  the  Cset  to  the 
Mtj  «heMfla«B  jao-  lOtlPea  that  it-cnimbled  amy  with  handlii^, 
Am  teelft  wfelte  and  aoond,  imd  the  rest  of  ^  bones  entire, 
than^aemeiliiag  deeayod.  it  appeared  to  have  been  plaoed 
ott^lfte  anrfaee  of-  like  groaad>  and  snrronnded  by  a  heap  of  large 
parm^' atones,  sacb  aaan  adjoiniBg  river  supplies,  placed  to- 
isMr  te  («^«j|f«la#6aiid'  dronlar  4om,  takiag  up,  in  compass, 
180  feet ;  which  circle  of  tftone  rose  no  higher  than  a  little  above 
thMjff^edppltf  1tte^4ttenameel/  and  was  oavetedover  jsrith  a 
«l|Mi^^e«Hl^kbent  a  Ibo^^bUik,  «iid  the  entnmoe  into  it  was 
araJMf  eeiMr,>  MMr  y«r  coveretf  with  a- atone  abont  two  fieet 
fladnWr«4va«e.**«  . 

The  ftiww  of  l^nTAnuweroN,  distant  from  Dublin  thirty  •six 
^kamtd  tM^^^jbarters,  la  aitttated  on  the  banha  of  the  Barrow, 
by  the  iateraectio9  of  which  river  (here  crossed  by  two  bridges) 
it  is  divided  between.the  Queen's  and  the  Kipg*a  Coonties^  This 
is  a  nant  aad  wetttteaie«09«ni,  cenaisluig  ef  awe  pfincipal  streets, 
ehfeh  meet  in  n  aqnnfv,  Fartarlihgten  'has  long  been  dtotin- 
fiished  for  the  itumber  and  excellence  of  its  schools,  which  have 

-  ..:^ 

,  ^  Wsre*i  Aotlflp.  toI.  11.  p.  149. 
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Maiited  ia  impMrliog  edocatioa  lo  many  dtotingBitbfid  cterncUM^ 
mmong  whom  may  be  setkad  the  Mav(|Beta  WeUe«lB|!»  TUi 
place  has  little  trade»  except  stich  as  ptMnoeeds  from  lofsfi  4«h 
.mandsy  but  coostitotes  the  residence  of  several  familiea  of.  Ugh 
respectalnlity,  amongst  which  are  tbost  of  Sir  Wallisr  Boirews, 
and  Sir  C.  Desvoeox,  fiarts*  Many,  of  the  dweUiUga  are, 
oonseqnetttly,  of  ample  proporciona  and  an  omamental  charadkcr. 
The  buildings  for  piiUic  nse  iupe  not  nnmerottSj  bat  ane  of  an 
eligible  description.  The  market-honse  is  a  commodions.stnie* 
tare,  having  in  an npper  story  se?eral rooms,  in  wlii^hare  Md 
tiie  qaarter*sesstons,  the  seneschal*s  •  court,  and  v|'eU-«tteBd^ 
monthly  assemblies.  The  English  chorch  (which  acts  as  a  cbi^l 
of  ease  to  the  parish  of  Lea)  is  a  handsome .  bailding»  completed 
in  the  year  1810.  Portarlington .  formerly  afforded  an  tis|iliiin  to 
•a  colony  of  French  refbgees,  persecuted  at  home  on  aoc<Huat .  of 
tbeir  rdi^on,  aud  here  is  still  a  chorch,  in  which  dii!ilie  aeraee 
is  performed  in  French,  for  the  use  of  their  numeioas  descend- 
ants. There  are  in  this  town  two  ffee-achooh>  respeotiwly 
founded  for  instruddon  in  the  Xjitin  and  French  languageap  and 
endowed  by  Mens.  Rnvigney,  the  F^nch  £arl  of  Galwsgr,  in 

ir«. 

Portarlington  is  a  boroogh  town,  retomiog  one  jnemher.jbo  the 
imperial  parliament  j  end  is  internally  governed  hf.fL  sovereign, 
two  portrieves,  and  a  recorder^  This.. plane  gives,  thn  title  of 
earl  to  theluniiy  of  Dtawson^  which  first  settled  in.  Ifdniid  In 
the  re^^n  of  William  III.  WilHam  I>awsen,;£sq«  eiyi^y^  an* 
vera!  Incrative  offices  in  that  reign ;  and  £phcBHn#  his  eniij  |Mir- 
chaied  Portarlhigton,  and  other  eatates  ut  the  Qosea's  *jgM|inty^ 
and  fitted  his  residence  in  ;the  neighbourhood-  of .  thin .  tiiwja*  He 
represented  the  coontyin  «everal  successiva  pasUameAt^ »  imd 
WHliam^Henry,  Bon>  of  <  that  gentleman,  ^as  tirtated  Batoh 
Diiwson,  of  Dawson's. Court,  in- 1770  ^  and  Viscount  <)arIovrj  in 
177^.  John,  Viscount  Carlbw,  was  created  Earl  of  Portstluig- 
ton  in  17^6.  .  .         . 

The  above  town  is  situated  in  the  parish  of  Lba,  or  Lsr^  the 
-Ullage  of  which  name  is  distant  from  Portarlington  about  three 
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mlei«  tewiidft  liii#  ««|k  Thi»phMe»<iiic«o£coiisi4t0iUeiflqiorfr- 
■ace,  has  now  scarcely  any  claioi  on  the  eiaauner,  eicept  aach 
aw.ifywia  Iha  roiaMt  Teai^gea  of  Us  focaier  geaadenr.  The  de- 
<0fi9ig  cbaccb  hM  liltie  to  gratify  the  architectnral  aatiqaaiy : 
iNit  the  rsnaiaii  of  X^tfa  Cmth  are  wlerasting>  in  every  point  of 
^viiir.  ll  iKMitd  Appear  to  be  probable  that  the  original  slrae- 
Mm  OA.thia  sito  vras  eracted  by  Barl  WiUiam,  the  niarahal> 
la  whom  Ktag  Heary  II.  oenfirarad  this  portion  of  the  inherkanee 
ti  the  otenteaa  his  hdy,.  daaghter  and  heir  of  Earl  Stroagbow, 
who  had  wrested  the  territory  of  Lea  from  O'Dempsey,  th^  Irish 
prspnoton  Qa^  of  ihadaaghters  and  do^heipsasea  «f  fiarl  WH- 
liaai»>iMirfisd William deBraoee,  Lord  of  Brecknock^  andean* 
voyad  to  that  uobleamn,  as  her  dowry^  the  lorfrhip  of  Leix, 
and  wfth  it  the  baronial  oaslle  of  Lea.  The  daaghtor  of  de 
firapae  CBpeaaad  the  Lotd  de  Mntimer,  and«  in  like  maaaeo  csr- 
ried  the  same  territory  to  the  Moitimer  family* 

It  is  said  that  this  eastle  was  burnt  by  Edward  Brace*  in  his 
aniA.sAtomptt  (<r  tvdiice  Ireland,  in  the  year  1315.  By  sncb  a 
tena^  iwmwwy  as  mt  hayal)eft>cesaggested«  hUtoriaas  asmlfy 
janmto  desarib»  the  interior  and- habitoble  parts  only*  of  amili- 
lasy  ia^rio  aa  hating  been  exposed  tp  coiiflagnitlon.  Thto  toiilding 
^terafsef  a  Auyiaas'  popikion  on  the  bordoi*  of  the  pale;  and  was 
oftsa  tha  seat  laf.  conteation,  whilat  Irelind  *  virtnsUy  remiuped 
dfitfded.bq|ween  difiemit  gairtoaiag  powiers.  It^  was  for  many 
Hgm  paaaaslipdihod  deiended^hptl^  Citagendd  iunMy.  Althongh 
sssrcd  tIflMa  cadaoed  by  theO*Bcmpsles  apd  the  0*Mores;lt  was 
mkowri,;  'ha^^shr  it5M;  one  ol  the  six  best  castles  tuekngfag 
to  AaiEaal^l&Usre*  In  16fio;  this  fortress  was  dismantled  by 
thaftiliamqainisa.  fcrods^ander odgnds  Hason  and  Reynolds ;  and 
mrte^^ffiha  haitQc.thepk»rami(tecl>  by^  the  agency  of  gonpowder^ 
«to  vjlubhr.  in  eoafased  -masses  of  tower8>  Inroken  arches^  and 
ethiv.f«1|gnton^  of  baiUing, .  towards  the  wtotem  dde. 

..  The  oaslle  of  Lea  ia  sitaatad  bn  the  batiks  of  Uie  river  Bar«    ^ 
row,  and  preseata^  even  its  prSseiit  state  of  mio^  aa  object  of 
great  magnificence.    It  was  protected  by  a  fosse  and  dlmBle  lines 
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^f  fonifica^oii.    The  MMiafs  were  iriegohdif  ecmsineled,  eiMl 
covered  a  laife  tract  of  groiiftd^ 

To  thia  evM9  fenaerlyapfMrtatiied  atowHr^^aoioetviMrf, 
lifriBg  the  aaaal  |trivilegea  oramaihet  aildfell«^^  The^lbrtotei 
ni  the  town  of  Lea  rote  aad  decayed  with  the  pt^iiwu^iag  fef* 
treu.  The  last  tnuisection  of  ioi^perkaiioe^  a«  regards  Ihie  plaee, 
ecoirred  in  164S«.>wbeD  it  wmadted  by'tbe  (Mrty*  in' i«lieliiaB| 
hot  wae  speedily  relioTed  by  Lord  leele.  In  tie  iemierfliflika^ 
place k  an aabtrei^  of  nousaal  gnwvtiii, tradilionaUy  eiid to faave 
(Men  plenty  in  cpmineniorfitioa  of  ttet  event.  The  giitii  ol4lHi 
toe  is  twe&ty.rninafeet»  hiit>  oviqg  to  the-  ifl$eiiea  biffeleilliT 
a  8torjB«  oot.many  years  peat,  fUs  neblie(  ash  is  aoir  Jn  nettle 
.of  0ipid  decay^r  :  Leii  t/astle,  with  n  coii«idenibli»  .tmcl  e£  Ae 
adjoining  coniitry,.  is  held,  by  virtne  of  a  lease  in-  perpetoitf* 
weder  the  Earl. of  Portarling|ten,  by.fBeoife  EirsffB^  Bsq.*  a 
younger  branch  of  the  npUe  family  of  Cai^Mny. 


r  *T  (' 


Bm o  JSa^  (formerlyvterBied  J>0w$otCst  Ofm^ ,  Ihfi  eeiit  of  Ae 
jbrl  of  Portariington,.  is  ,di«t|||it  «b|Nit  thiee  ndles^froB  S!M«r- 
liUftQDj,  towards  the,  loathroset. ..  Thie  wmJo^'oathia 
was  ooflnmeiiped  in  jthe  latter  part  of  tbetfigbt^fntt^oenteryy. 
extensive  plan^  bnt  bm  not  been  /ooophfted.  aceiHriiDf^  to  tke 
eri|[iiial  des^.  .la  its  preseiit  stfite^jt  iaa oy^mmodioee  etmc* 
tnre^  bat  sof^wg  wider  ifpparqnt  indiffiscfrnqs^  ^evAtf^l^Mt.  Tke 
d^eiesne  cpii^psfs.  abp^t  fipQ  »ecm^.iind^ is,  weU;^p]«)Miodk  mA 
ome«i^ted  witha,«v0|y.Qi^e^e]e)B«*^t  ItJMV^jNtsdipiilted  ffcugt 
several  drcnmstanees  aire  enfiivoorable  to4hfl»pff94iivalili|^^  a 
npllle nan^on^  >apd  Jhe  p^rsjiittot  6:i|lianaiveii9ipmnmife«^>  In 

^e%at}ion  r.Bi^ihtsnjF^  ^^^  ni((it,$w:tMpi^ 

of  nator^)  id%fn^i^^  ^i^jit>^^{Ai^,(«49qitlQ<Mlr^ 
wattage  of  l^or^ling^on  i.  he/^^iifii^i^yiti  .^Aap^^  dwdKuss 
of  gentry  |ure  still  found Jn  this,tr^<^t^  l^r^atly  tQ^he  OQU|BMttJt  «f 
the  cootttry.    The  surface  is  here,  in  general,  oppressively  flat. 
Two  emincfices,  however^  are  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
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IMTO.  One  cf  tkmm,  ditlMt  frorn  Pertaringtos  aboat  lialf  a 
m3b,  is  orBMiicBlad  wiA  a  spire>  wfateh  was  bv&t  by  Viteooot 
Citlwr»-  ya nifatiwr  of  ti^  prMent  eail;  ehi«flyfor  the  bena- 
voleat  pwpoea  at  mployiiig  tte  poor  in  awinter  of  great  severity. 
TUa  Ua  irfiaely  «ooded>  and  iaterseeted  with  agreeable  walks. 
Oa  tte  seoaad  devatioa^  termed  fyhdnritt  iSU,  is  aitoatedtbe 
paiiali cliareli of  Lea^  wtdehis a comaMdieas  b«iidiiig> 'and 

ahaadsoiae  olijel;t» 
Sfit9Lksmii$AXi  sitoaled  in  tfa^eastcm  part  of  this  eoitoty;  iti  a 
sAalL  but  neat  and  agreeable  towa,  wafeeired  by  abrancb  of  *  t6e 
tivir  Ban^w^  <^?er  wbich  Is  tbrawn  a  bridge  of  tbree  orcties.    Tlie 
sHeeto  ar«  ii4de>  aad  tlie  lieoses  ia  geaerat  of  a  rciSiifeetatte  c&a- 
raetir.  *  Rows  of  eliDS^  and  DomeriMis  scattieted  ti^m>  intpairt  to^ 
tiw  ii4iote-town  a  rand  and  pleasing  air.    The  site  is  low,  bat  tiw 
lofty  hilla  in  Ae  vidnity,  and' by  wUch  the  town  is,  indeed, 
sorroanded,  are  ornamented  with  several  handsome  seats  and 
ricUyocnhiTated  demesnes.    Tlie  parochial  Chnrch  is  a  weH-pre- 
ssrved  lilnMlBg.  ,  In  tlie  Yicniity  of  the  town  Is  a  Charter-school, 
opttedlB'17t8ilbrthereeeplSoAbffcirtfthSdr<»i:    Aiifoiiast^ry 
kfreoWtfiamA  VrMctSbaAs  was  fottiidMat  thfef  pf&e  lii  the  tW^tth 
OMUr^;  bf  bne'^the<01^ore8;%hrai;  t6getfier'il^t^%i  a^^^ 
l^iriMi,  w*#^a«tAd,  fe  the:*cir  ti^;'\o'^^^^1P^^^ 
aod  hh^  heim,  "af  tfie  atmil»¥i^ei^  97/V6r  r  fid^Hn^  moi^y  f 

MbiP^lttMedd?'  afttebiRgrattWt6^  Wm  i^'^^V  ^^3^. 
«M,bMlf  ^BilfciiiA^Coillfi  Aii^MliSlf,^  or 


Ceidir 

bt^^lkifai^e'ffliel^  <}MiJfi!ki»'^'ft!»a^f'^n^'^of  g8ii8^i^(Srlb1e 
erithM>a«ltie^i«>Al«»fly1lfik^m  bte#S8|?nites  of  ttfe 


•  We   pretest  d^  foUoWiog  anecdote,  coacernlaf  tkit  property,  oa 
tlM  ontborify  ofSIr  €bart«t  Coote,  editor  of  dio  Statitticol  Surtoy  of  tko 
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In  the  iiiimedlilie  iriciiiflTy  of  tlie  t(y#ii  of  SfradtalTy  must  aho 
be  noticed  Brovklty  Park,  %  fine  $eat  fermerH  occupied  by  the 
EwlofRodeni 

We  now  esfer  upon  a  tract  of:Con&Dfy  (naniely  the  Baikony  or 
BalLyaiumb)  ameerning  \vliicb'  we  possees  tin  atnpntiRle  6f  origi- 
nal iAiiDHnation,  tint  induces  ns  to  expatiateat  gfelter  l<Htgt1i'tln&k' 
Was  readily'pnicticable  in  regard  to  tfevertl  distrtctsf  lately  nbfKefl.  '" 

On  leaving  the  town  of  Athy^  sitvated  on  tihe^  eastern  iMe  of 
the  river  Barrow^  wid  in  the  coooly  of  KHdare^  we  Dild'  a  lifte  of 
road^  recently  compleied^  which  leads  through  the 'Queen's  county 
to  Gastle^Comer^  in  the  oouuty  of  Kilkenny.  Tlrh  nUA  is  6n  a 
scale  eqnal  to  the  best  work  of  the  kind  in  England.  It  cannot, 
howeiver^  boast  of  any  attractive  natural  scenery,  ^r  artfficiai  ob- 
jects, for  the  first  three  miles  of  its  ptogress. 

Queen^B  Cbanty. — ^^  An  Irish    chief,  envying   tliat  the  esUtei  of   the 
O'Mores  should  have  been  transferred  to  English  adventorersy  sent  the 
Cosby s  a  haaghty  message,  that  he  on  a  certain  day  ^ould  cross  the  bridge 
of  Stradbally  witbbia  soidiors,  and  demanded  fbr  that  purpose  a  pais; 
which  was  the  repotod  form  of  a  challenge  ia  tfaoio  timet..  To  alloir  ft 
would  be  ackaowledgiag  the  iaferiority  of  the  CosbjUa  and  aaiArl^  of  pn-^ 
sillanimity  which  never  was  the  characterietic  of  that  race.    They^  of 
course,  prepared  to  give  the  Irish  battle^  and  were  ranged  to  dispute  the 
pass  with  the  enemy,  who  came  in  great  numbers  at  the  appointed  time. 
The  issue  of  the  battle  was  long  doubtful,  which  was  fought  with  great 
bravery  and  perseverance  t  and  at  many  times  eaeh  party  seemed  certain 
ofsuceeH.    VIctocy  at  length  determined  in  fiivanr  qftheOM^ytr  bat 
amongst  th^  brave  men  who  fell  thaft  day  w^re  jneladfid  the  chiefs  on  ImiA 
sides.    With  Cosby,  also  fell  his  brothei; ,  the  joint  pfise^ior  o,f  the  estate  s 
and  each  had  the  benefit  of  survivorship.    Their  deaths  were  beheld  by 
their  ladies  fi^m  h  wiinBow  in  the  castle,  which  overlooked  the  scene  ;  and 
one  of  them,  at' the  iB$tant  her  husband  was  killed,  called  out  to  other 
witaessest^^  Jtemembepi.  mgr  hoibMid  did  not  Ml  flrttr  consequently  tiM 
*  estote  descended  las^»  «4d(M'  new  the  pfaipeiiy  of  my  eldest  nomi* 
which  remarkable  a^ji^.ctittld^ot  be  f(Wgot.lsi4fc»pyfSsace  of.  so  nuuay 
witnesses,  and  detelrmiaad  the  poiatsin  faKoar  of  the  child  of  this  IMy* 
whose  wary  prudence,  and  unprecedented  resolution;  shewed  a  preneiice 
of  mind  as  strong  and  superior  to  her  sex,  as  her  luu-dness  of  heart  and 
want  of  tenderoess  were  anheooming  of  it."->-Stat.  Survey  of  the  Qoeen's 
(3o.  pp.  172->d. 
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Cokoel  W«i49a>  jididoM  iip<oteii<M>i  st  lUlaHMrQfMy*  «i< 
^ma/A^  aie  !•»  iWMte  to-ftrai  aiBrtjigwithable  SB9tue,  mmI  Um 
fiUage  of  BiUffi«Mi>  ttongk  wUch  U  paas^  pMgwiW  lUtl«^ 
citim  U  aUtnliAih*  Tpwanda  llw  iiaith«f  tbii  vittigi^,  Ae  lUv. 
Atdiar  Wddii»'«t  l^n>^  aA<i  phpUriioiM^  t^itofd  JMm^.  may 
bd  Men  $  and  teyaad  tiat  plao9>  on  Ihe  Murjib^r^iii^rEoad^  ii 
lilaatad  MMfmim^  CMh.  .  Tha  vaiaaof  Iha  embaUM  mSU, 
prqjeeliog  feavwrHi  and  devated  keep  ,of  tUt  aatiaat  adifica^  «»• 
botanad  ia  T0aarabla:iN64>  |krod«co.fui  iatcawtiag  «nd  bigUy  f  k-* 
tHasqaaaAct.  -Qn tte opponita hBl aaa tta tom <i>f BnUfmimU 
G^Mtek,  caaft^iaiiig  tlie  mouaneat,  wUli  the  |oll»alaed  recaaibeal 
efigifia,  af  A^fAardi  Ji9meUr  JB^.  of  Bdlyadms  CMlfe,  aad  Ua 
wiis,  ^Imw  M&fip^t  oi  Sbeaia  CaaUe.  Tba  haad  of  aae  of  thwa 
i^^oves  baabeen  broken  off;  Ihe^itiier  .has  baenrthrwiraoa  (ha 
§Mond^.wb«faitiie$ at preseat  in  an anli^aiad  sUfte.  Near  tbeflto 
rnaa  are  two  very  aUti^At  well6>  in  aJM  of  toUd  lime  stoae^  of  a 
eylindcicd  /orto>  aad  aboat  fiffceen.inebes  la  diaiaetfir.  Tbe  depth 
of  tba  oaa  aiaeadattbfee  feet>  wbile-thntof  the  other  ie  law  tbaa 
tpa.  Jdedidaal qoditiee areaittrltHited'ta these irdtte^  of wlach^ 
in  the  opiaion  of  the  peaaantryr  St^  Patrick  wa«  the  loaader  and 
patfoa;  and,  :toader  anJmpvefaiaa  pf  their  effioicy.  in- the  care  of 
head  acbea  aad  digordera  ia  the  eyea^  rthey  are  ^oCcaaionally  re* 
loited  to  .for  reUaf »  To  .the  aorth  of  Ballyadams  Gaatle^  aad  pa 
tbeAfar^^N^Mtoib  load,  Dea 

•8aot'Mti4Ms>  adaMdeaeaof  tbe Jata Riobard  Gihea,  of  Boky> 
la«|.  M.F.  ^wiboia  aaora  ^iKt'  not  be  laenlioBad  aitboot  the 
boBible  tribhte  of  oir  adniiralion.— *Thi8  enlightened^  beoefoleat> 

*  In  tfie  Beigbbearhood  of  Ballylloan  there  Was  duf  up,  by  some  pea« 
HBts,  in  17^9  an  earthM  urn,  containing  a  great  nbmber  of  Mnall  silver 
coitt^,  lateral  «tf'wMeb  are^  dldfkHiifdllB  ^  naieAu  of  Trinity  ^College, 
IMfltt.  'ntfWbMe^ar'ttM^oiB«ai««bill««^4e-Bearr«lbi^W{e  ftf^Mih 
aanareln  aad  MHBi-  baa^apn  tHe  yearaaQa«ndaiNU— ^Fm-  farther  pani* 
cBlan  tee  CaBMie^'s  BrttanBia,  Goagb't  Edit*  Note*  te  Queen's  Co*  .aad 
Transacts,  of  R.  J.  A.  toI.  i. 

f  IMs  f  antieiiaa,  who  ei^ys,  ^eatiy  to  tbe  l»eaeftt  of  his  parlsb^ 
loBers,'tlie'vala4»le  rectory  of  JQliabtiD,  is  of  tbo  earliof  t  estMished  famify 
now  extant  in  tbis  district.    The  'Wcldons Jire: repvlod  to  aave  settM  here-. 
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and  tnkf  vilaabla  mMi  diad  li««>  «l  «lui  teriy  agft  af  Ibvlgr^    Hif 

qvidmeas  of  pMrts,  dtfarntssof  intaHed^  tMuiti— i  aitflitPf^a* 

oompreh&Uttfe  ondertftaBdiBf ,  w«re  imH4emwIi  to  weiety  ^'md 

the  mdaAifeigKUe  mdmtry  and^mwrnM  ap^nrtioa  by  ivUofat'kt 

;oiitt»    CYOii  in  his  wmj  mhmty,    hmm  idippKvdl  tiK  trioalt 

natora  bad  wMi  kiad  fnnoiiiaioii  basUMved  opm  bbB>  n%bt  mnwmA 

tate  a  tabjoct  of  ioatreeiioir  as  Wf&  as  of  apfdaaaew    IVt^aws  4o 

tba-fiSad  year  of  bis  age  (1798)  be  bad  visiled  BMaice,  lUUid, 

Swi^aarlaDd,  Italy,  sad  Oeivuiiiy^  end  eodd^aperiPtbair  aapwai 

Img aages  easUy  and  oorrectly.    %ftA^  Haai^y  ^Cariwy^  '^aad 

Greece  were  also  withiD  the  rai^ge  of  bis  trevdi; '  iadfai  was* to 

bin  as  a  Hvlng  langiia§e,Mlynoderstoadind«AMatiy«ttarcd7  mod 

he  w«a  classicdlyaoqiuBiited  vrith  Orsek  aadiiabvear.    His  love 

of  the  sdenees  aad  of  the  ine  arts  urns  strongly  exemplified, 

eitiier  by  bis  euet  pessessioa  of  their  aeteral  prbiei^les,  or  by 

bis  power  of  jneohaniad  ezeoation  f  aad  bis  Inowledga*  of  geBond 

history,  and  io  pavticahur  of  the  British' laws  aad 'eonsHtatieQy 

wes  practiee]  and  exteasive.    If  thesa-eadowaseata  warotha 

eharaelerisdos  of  aa>ealightened  ahid,  sowere-ewyactandwofil 

of  Mr.  Graoe  thfe  geauine  asd  fationaJuisafcs  oIiei  beaoftoUat  heart. 

To  the  poor,  or  the  oppressed,  nuai^  he  waam  certiAa  aod  tflhiear 

friead.    Forthoagbv  by  adrerse  coaibiaaiieii^^  heMledoa  t«M) 

oonlesled  electioaa  to  reprsseat  this  eoaaty  \»  parliaiiieiit»  the 

popularity  he  possessed  was  as  exSrosira*aad  estlnsiaatie  aa  it 

was  nerited.    Bfir»  Grace  nairied  JanO/idaaghlBr  dittha  nsnaar 

able  John  Bvaas,  of*  Balgadea«Hall,^ii  yaaaga^^oa:'af  •Oeoifa 

LordGarbcry,  bywhom'lie  hadi  itaoeiSnr  Wiiiaiv«6raeei%Bnt. 

Sheffield  Grace,  of  Linooln's  luBy  Esq*  F,  £k  A*  aad  Capt.  Percy 

Grace,  R,N» 

From  the  village  of  Ballylinan,  already  mentioned,  the  oon- 
s{HOBoasiaad  elevata#«itaatioD^jikaaafaiaB»<#aed8eOBatitrittf  an 
adoriratdiifeatQi^eftf'the  m^gtkboitrtfigMAMei^  mkt  tttey^ftijppear 
immediately  in  front,  while  the  eye  penetrat^s^he  ri^h  and  improved 

and  about  Acby,  ia  tke  begioDlSf  of  He  reltavf  ^aoiosl.  i  wMdiiit  above 
a  century  precsdiDf  the  nttnf^tA  of  llM^'BSliyilBch  fatttty  of  Oracs  froai 
the  coaaty  of  Kitkeany  tothto  aeighboorhooii. 
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^Mnfirtfeflir  yisf^mmtM^^^A^^Mn^Skg^  «w^#6'%iiii>iigiiMfrxii^ 

of  iidM»'itoMll^  ^iSt,  ^MM)  'Hib«r  iHSes.  •  TlM^«o«Mi^e#'t9rfmbiMi 

ana  itM^%he  m^fi^bMfJ^  MUff;  td^^  ifi^^i^  <ftltoflMi')^m(iki 

6/ib^^6idf€y^<<Milbii^.  '  TUb^tfi^  irfttM  of  >a'Hdi  bUI'iAt 

and  inbtereflllriiig^«it^,  bo«<ided  by-fM^  WKamM^WWiiitaAi»i 

This  Ml^Mj^tnte-of  Udeiier^'fs,  ^ikiwiiveti^i^jjfkf^rtb^ 

the  north,  by  theM^jM^mitegr^faiiMli  <tf 

cutlet  |[m«l#B;'t1toW0<McJd(g^^  bf  MdbrflMl^V'tiiA  the 

StMdhlllly'  Kfflft*    A'^orifisilBg'i^iiMMAoii,  4^fl8hMllg^f  TarioHB 

Im^ii  of  tUiB  b^tM-ii^tti'th^  telMre'ilbtiuil^l^Mit^  MiW  tf«toedtffr.    ' 

Sbt  OhalMs  C<Mrto'8«Hnild%,  *Ml»efld^  qUdtttdVIM^Mii^^^M 
'' old fMiMsedlli^^teBlitli "  of lUtf >lMe,  >ftii0 enlMlj^cMMd 

kmger  ^offdttd^llfe^ye  of  t^Mt.   4lie'  loHnkMUh  poods,  6r  dtttids; 
hiv6lAltefill0dtip,'libawfti#dti64Mdge9'te#lAed.  'Mr.  Slotherlahd 
tun  hiftro^L^liiyed  g^i^ntt  jUgtttettt;  kod  tidiitH^ed  -^ViH^Wffcdt 
task,  4o  'iaiUH%  <itiid:  «mb6}li8h%>tb^^ip^6Qnd8,'wlttotit^i^ 
rkhlflljr  dlv^Mfag  illMii  df  JhoMM^loiber  •  and  Itr  nfuht  be  dbiiaTed, 

in  liie  Ui((Mid  'dUtil<;^lM^1fflii  for  Aeir«Hiiidei'><tf  liMrMr. 

'AV^^B^Mftbly  dhftttt^t^atld«ttil'eiello  ts'MiiMed'^^AMjr'yv^  in 
aMtend; 'IMk  tM'^M^IMi'  Mi'tK^^^  '«tmt  of 'tNeliOii8e5-bQt  <t 
ihi^AittaiJa^Wfotty^lM^^  WiaJd  i^My'yitiNi8,'hi  the  8aMe^dh:ectfeii, 
it  la  tMlteild'^bdiife  \A  9^"^^  Wfwb'iNk^de.  '  It'lMIf'be  re- 
eoHMfetf  fliM; iiailfrdtt^'l^'llfr.l^^  mor^airect  mottbn of 

mta^stK^Ai  it^e')r»t^  bf  Mt^btf^f^  yturAs  itt  a  a^nd. 

Variotts  kMle  of  ahdl-KIe  atWMib  faive^bei^  foona  in  tUe 
beigfaboariiood :  some  6lHti«ita^iM9s  are  pi(k^  bf  odhid;  cockle. 
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M  a  diTirion  «f  th»  d^Mne,  cilM  to»  tiM  imMMfH  ^the 
''^VNppiiki"  but  tiiBre  fa^  <t piaiiBitj  tn  koia  iwne  «i  tte^ijhrtt, 
MiMDtfa»6d  in  the  sarvty  of  th«  QMea't  Cooaty.  TiMmiii 
kavf ver,  a  vabwUe  coti  mine^  candftfaig  of  aim  pits,  deaoniailid 
tha  '< Wolf  Hill  CoUicrf)"  aad  a iiae flig  quarry h  riCoaled oa 
tfca  a4|oiiiiDg  townlaDd  of  Boley^  (the  ioov'i  pafttaM>  l|eloD|^agt» 
Sir  WilliaBi  Grace,  Bart.  These  flags,  wiiicbliaiw  been  ftttqttflttDy 
niaed  tUrteea  ftet  in  kagth  by  six  la  hreedth,  were  fcrmerty  ex- 
ported to  Dahlia  in  considerable  qoaatities }  bat-lhe^cBseerary  sC 
siailar  qaarries  near  Carlow,  whence  the  rif  er  SarrMr  and  the 
gcsad  esual  oonvey  them  on  the  north  to  DabHn,  and  on  the 
senth  to  Waterftird,  withoat  aq^  sspeaee  of  Itnd  esm^tOy  hM 
eccssioned  the  Boley-qoarries  to  be  abandoned. 

About  one  qonrter  of  a  aiiie  to  the  north  ol  these  flag  qneirie»> 
on  the  Muquese  of  Lansdown's  estate  of  Luggsghearrggh^  -  (ths 
woody  glens)  is  a  natikted  eromleeh.  The  ftU  of  the  gr«e>«  er 
covering,  slab  is  to  the  west^  in  which  direetion  it  has  been  brought 
nearly  to  the  ground  by  the'  wanton  removal  of  its  upright  eiooe^ 
or  sappofteTj  ia  the  memory  of  people  stiH^limg.  Oa  the-olhcr 
4des.  the  -ociginal  eamxArters  reuiaitt^tandkig>  and^eoMisI  of-^frie 
stones,  aboas  Irar  anil  a4ialf-  feet^in  beigfati  eetedge^ w^ys  4ike 
piUars*  The  eovenng  sUb  Jmeseures  eight  and  a  b«tf  f^dtft'^sai 
north  io  eontb,  seven^liet  fr^m  ewt  to  iqesii  imAii^«eeii|f  two 
feet intbickiiess.  ~ This OMndeeh is denodiiiMMlbf th» pgssiiltry 
'*  MHisheap.a:t8np^9b,leagliV  ^tbe  grey  fcidts,^^  Mses'^bawkger.) 

If  leogBrily  indnate  |i wlfdirioa^atsBOsptorev  <ifls  UHyiteiMtry 
nmyadfanonsenM«hd0jSoJ4te4poattssieeKo^diat4Mes^^  Not- 
irithstangngthntMd>itaatyiuratioas^eetofatt^:'mid4^ 
want  of  ewM|Aeitieotgsarfest^f  iiisj4heyeisse<ry^ienenMMy aOtaia 
ngeod  ofdagieuu^  Tfaraii^peasoBrniittldB  infia«diale  nei|^nAood 
have  recently  died  at  m6re  than  90  years  of  age,  and  one  at  the 
age  of  99.  It  may  be  here  remarked  that  the  age  of  the  Countess 
of  Desmond,  which  Lord  Bacon  states  to  have  been  140,  has  been 
sl^rpaf|c4.bx  thftf  of  ^1^8^  E9ctest9a,.  of  .PJiil^Mlkofiw,.  in-thn  ad- 
joiniog  county,  who  died  at  thS'age.of  M8« 


[LBiinm.]  aesftit't  covmy*  'ltii» 

The  iMMtttfe  wiiit^iifatfijiiw*,  (tl»9Mioprt^li>rt>*  <mtli« 

laf  lA^Mlimft  Ae  te««e  of  ^hrvceMiL    lii^  Wy-maMM  wdh, 

JWttMy atitlie  <i<li»cD  ^f-  dioiifc  Mf  a>«Hle«&1iMMiih.  xtnm 
iUm$knk  of  ^iiete- r«iM.^'tiie>adg<^iiifrcln»di  of  lUtfcaalMWlt 
paiifkkafr  been lati^ij moled,  vhidi,  k^xMmnimit^di  iiMlstli^M<>^ 
!•§»  eCAe^kaniie  tk]«^o0i|itry>  iFurti  the  dhtrw^kevikioeppekd^ 
of  eflMnfiMrfftbU  vieerage  bcniic*  lo  tlwtepogln|iUBeloolleeiioM 
of  8MMd  Qi»ce^.E8q*  F«  fi^A^  a&stUUjrapmenMiw  of  iliioi 
ToryiAtiesi  leMabtj  as  tbey  epj^ied  previiwui  to  1813^  19  pre- 
served.  Their  Gothic  simplieityj  and  apparcot  aotiqiiitj^  with  the 
broken.  opUiiie  of  the  moMOteiy  wsalls,  preoent  a  happy  onlioaetlir 
thepencil.  .  ,  .-, ;.  ..,".;-..  .-.    <-..■■ 

Hie-  meaaitory  erae  a|ifainnHy^»».  m  ematt  end  hoaiUe  icale, 
•ad  waa  preM4y  only  A^cidi^^aiibordiMle^o  the  mere  conrfderabk 
vtUpaaa  eafcabliBhieeiit  of  OhtCoait,  aitaated  on  die  tovehad  of 
Clonpieioej  ebeat  two  mlea  froipL  baoce*  To  the  faauly  of 
0*lfore>  ptiooea  of  Lmx^  the  fonodatien  of  thi»  atmelare^  and  of 
thathist  mention^^  ^re  ascribed.  At  the  distance  of  abont  150 
yM^ibo  t^o  Aontb-wi»*.Qf  Irb^se  rnvit  eiPO.  .f^e^ireBiaiiia  of  »  Rath« 
or  F^f%M^timtKg9fiMmjd  nhiA  e«yton%ie8eiete  m  larffl|af  the 
aaaia«f  itUapwriab^  tod  tbe^a^miot  of .  ^'.^Aebnek*' .  (BUhoy)  ig 
streagly  angcelwe  of  {Nnasefel  haportaa^.  Under  the  sile^  of 
baiUhga  eokmected  with  the  formeccbiiid^;  three  TankeAohanibers 
eeatiime^  imtil  the  jear  1^18>  in  perfect  pietenatkyn,  in  one  of 
wHUh wfuia  w!«H  (4flsn|vrknUy inejpnng  nnatar*  ^.tipffotaulta 
«s«e  kft/KJ^Mnrnfym^^ym^bm^  lbwo(/emnh«ens.ideoRihefn»  wWfc 
mi»iM<|j^«ielrni»edfHwirtg»tand  hnndlea^tt^  amiii* 

nhiftui  JMnhang  imssily  and-aowe  ooinA.^^lD^>the.w4aMii9Mdiv 
have,  ]atiri«e>heen4iaeoTeredaamniie&«6fantiq«ty,awl^ 


t-,- 


*  B^  te^ialtiOB  takea  atMar^boroQ^»  13th  October^^  W»far  tlMuait- 
1^:  tad  dIvidiDg  ot  pari^bef ,  &c.  it  appeared  that  the  parish  of  KatbaBlMiclc| 
had  ilaSi'tb'^W  lahifs ;  ^as  an  ea^'  rectory',  and  worth  ^3'.  per  annnm  in* 
md^'thdt  It  illiniaiWblaV^h,%ov^  ^  niiliteri  k^t  Wortl^  dn.'  per 
II  and  that  the  lord:^rDe9ktia%ft#ihei^MB; 
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4iif  mmr  >i«QfAi«6<aMi9itff  «di%f  4  ifcwi  dHiiMb.«K*sfilia,  of 

tv P9l4iM  iWM  fiiimdgr  i^«4  fot*  faatanii^^  Ito  <tf  tbekoie 

iMk,  mMks.^  to^p.  of  thitt  frnHrnt  link    It  iimj&  i(ho.  Ik 
VOailirlRlAtliflft.iitniA^liiad^  c^  abont  four  mm,  on 

tbft  Mnb.tnA  ivitii  «id»  of  ilhaehpMli^.  iMire  beoa  huif  leaavk- 
•j^  lor  f^atwiiinip  vaat  qdaBtbiM  pi:  hmua  bones.    A  fend  Hi* 

Mlilir  JfingoteF  ta  fnmidenbltt  foi  extent  of  ftqitee.    Wbea  tie 

•  Vis.  a  sUfjer  coin  of  King  Edward  I.  (1304)  whi^h  be^n  tlw  kiD(*i 
llead  croimed,  but  witboat  a  Bcentre,  and  circumscribed  *'  £dw.  R.  An^I. 
BBt»4lf/'  (DomlnuB  Hlbemlc)  and  on  tfae  rOTerte  acroM  between  twelve 
coiiDd  dots,  circamicribed  *<  CivitaB  Dablinie."  Honey,  at  thit  period, 
Mi^  t^  ntalM.of  Um  bltln  bi  whii^  it wftjCDiMd^  jmi  iaileed  ib  Stow'a 

Op  the  croBB  Bide  the  cily  where  it  was  Bmiften/' 

4  ^?er  «oMi  pf  ¥dwiw4  IV,  (U7P).  wifli  t|vs  a^t.of  F^MW  Wif  fiW'M* 
qil%rtered  by  a  croBB,  a^d  c}rcii|nBcribed  *'  Rex.  Aogli.  et  FraJpc^ei"  and 
on  the  reverse  three  crowns,  with  the  circumscription  "  Dominns  Hibenie.'' 
Severii!  sffver  coins  of  Queen  M&rjr,  with  herliead  crowned,  and  circum' 
•orlbii*'*- Maria  D.  6.  Ang.  Fra.  et  Hlb.  ]^|;llia»'' -cad  on  the  retenea 
btffipioiKU^^,  bodraoatheletteili  "^Af^V  aiill'<lLV  ckcaiMpdbod^Vailtti 

crowi^B  (^  Kini;  J[iM99|i  ,H-  witl^  ^e  ^M^*^  ^'f^  fircamKribf d  '*  /§co^n« 
II.  Dei  Gratia  ;**  and  on  thje  reverse  a  c;'9^if  and  two  sceptres  between  the 
letters  '<  J.  R.'*  circumscribed  "  Mag.  tr!  Fra*  et  Hib.  Rex.  1689.**  The 
Bomlnkt  value  of  tbefte  meul  colnB  ii  inarked  tu  lloman  flgures  above  the 
•NywDi  o|Mi  thettonth  of  Aag^uBtimdemoalb'.'  At  MUkhen  Citfdl{ir,')liBt80t 
alimft  a  qnuter  «#  n  pAlb  to  tko  aooth  of  tboiBlMWCb»  wsm  alio  fi»oi|4«omii 

WM.I>«Wlf».»f|l WC9:^Mi  And  MM  IVW^  M4  twH  fl9f«  ^  ^Ml»  <IIW*y 
wfctfr  1^  f»i4pljf  flf»|?ed  aot^f^uQ  pMo)ti^«^;9^^l^--Ii^  iaay,!re  )im  noised 
that  the  Irish  lanf  uaf  e  is,  in  this  neif  bbourhood,  rapidly  falling  into  dis- 
n^.  fTew  fnoB  under  tiffi  l^^of  40  noij^  wid^tfiB.d  it|  bnt^  «>np|f(S  ^ 
p|d«r,peMuU'7^  nqm^rpqp  tf^ditipffM  balli^dB,  ^  local  and  popalar  Bub- 
4fictf#  lUH  »urvi¥a.  Many  of  ik91^  hf ve  !^^f(^  JtranBcribjSil  by  the  dirfctioa 
of  Bir.  Sheffield  Gr^co  froiff.  th«ic  )»ral  fOiif(;o^  f nd  spme  of  ||i^  Bfo  fv 
from  being  destitnte  of  poetical  4^e.cit« 
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/«gmt;pli«M*'  ittgod  Ui  ai«;O01i«lfy>  wi  attJMiM  ^etMllo 
anMJU  tey  tru  iMftvlMlaai>  llmvMiiaaticboiifidmift  of  lUtli- 
atf vck  offeiM  A  Mnftfa  ai^flMft  t«  tll«  impnmg  paoplp*.  Wh^ 
•rertook.refiigeiiilliBtbMe  My  linito  escaped  e»ii|igMW}  tor 
tadi;ira»  tte  vaalteftUe  virtM  of  the  pieee^  that  thiifo  if  1m>  at- 
ritad  tlaera  diak*.  died  in  a  ISrtv  hoara»  withoat  .qpireadii^  the  iar 
fcetion^.aad jiiere  hackloft  the  Jp^t  whaio  Ihoy  JMalhad  their 
last  SafwalilhfliaaaadB  of  people  araisvdto  hafe^bsmlntenrad 
heie  al  that  tiflm»  and^he  imaiaroiia  tasiperliry  habiMMPf  afMtad 
by  the  anrviwits,  :a*ddattly.  convctrted  these  aeqiMtensd  sofMA  of 
leligiooa  — jjiftatioa  isto>tha  tegeaihlaw«-ol  e  Iwge  andipopslMia 
toMrn.  The  orfgin  4d  this  ttadttida,  caanot* .  perhaps,  be  satiiBbo- 
torily  derdoped  :•  bnt  it  is  si  singslar  Cset  that,  oa  levelUag  a 
k>ag  terthea  haalc,  of  considerable  thickness,  and  coterednilh 
W  scmbby  underwood,  forty-two  fix^  places  were  .found  in  n 
Jlaoj^  ai  te  distance  of  abent  twenty  feet  asnnder«  Ihey  were 
chiaiy  oenstnictad  of  smaHflat  brick,  and  had  no  appearance  #f 
bfliag  designed /or  fcales.  ...... 

The  CaHh  tf  i£it<mn  fBaU^muOktgJ  m^JMkiJhika,  ita 
oppoaiteaeighhoMon  the  western  hilia,  are  ahMi  aitnatedicii  the 
estate. of  Hr  WiOiainiClraQS.  We.  am  not  enabled  to  ancbiiain 
tkeerigin.df  tkaitMnnar  hoiUing,  bnt  its  antiquity  i&  eividanfly 
freaty  and  qnita  bq^ond  the mneh>af  local  document  or  traditioin* 
One  aqnaro tonrorfanatiCntes  the  principal  remainB  of  this  almci- 
tare,  to  vhiehis-attadked  anMc|ern  diweUbg  house.  Host  of 
the  sMtwoihn,  eansiating  of  waUs  and  eatrthen  mounds,  are  naiw 
fefaUadj  whUst  Mugnant  fish-^ponds  occa^y  thiK  site  of  thhana^ 
roaialiiqp  loase.  Hkit  sitnatienof  tlna  coitle  ifonld  #peat  U 
ha? O'ieaB  Wtnhldl  fer  domestieesailost,  rather  than  Sat,  <}afiiit 
mfB^wmtmm.  .  The  biMhig  is  pisced  by  Cbe  side  ot  a  ahallotr 
fiTvlsft,  nad  k  well  sheltered  hy  hills,  in  eRrei7  dfarectiait>  aneept 
townEda.the  aouth. 

Dundrfnn  (the  back  fort)  is  the  name  of  a  Tcry  considerable 
Dun^  ^r  R^^*  which  occupies  the  bi^hett  point  of  the  Boley 

*  We  liaVe  already  had  occatiofi  to  obftefte  ibat  tfte'  irbrdt  Ihinnnd 
JKalA  art  both  itft«A  In 'Ireland,  to  iSgstfjr  fortified  phrtSfe,*  conttrocfed  be- 


I't9  BKAU<rtitt  or  isBbAtfo. 

VOb,  Dtf  the  ektete  of  Sk.Witliam  Qism,  ootttigiKNtt  to  tho  woods 
-ofOaeefieM.  Tbti  vaetotftlMD  moond  VMoraret  130y«dsk 
tbaaieter^  on  tlie  somnit^  wbidiise&doMdtyahiglibaiik.  The 
ettrromiidiiig  fosse  is  twenty  ^set  wide  at  bottom,  and  presents  am 
opposing  dedivity  of  nesrly  dfirty  fSoet.  A  well  of  iae  water^  which 
is  within  the  eqdosnre  on  the  top,  is  neither  eieoted  by  the  aain* 
«er*8  drOnght  or  the  winter's  rwn/ and  aAndsa  pennnent  snp* 
ply  of  water  ;  whilst  Am  lower  grennd>  iinmediately  adjoining,  is 
wholly  destitate  of  tUs  neeessary  eleaient*-— A  metal  tessel,  eosi- 
tainang  sereral  short  earthen  pipes  for  snoMag,  has  been  htsly 
foand  here.  8«ch  pipes  are  oftea  foand  in  varloas  pasts  of  Ire- 
land, and  are  conmonly  termed  Danish  pipes^  A  more  ralnahle 
^Usobvery  was  also  recently  made,  in  Che  form  of  a  piece  of  pare 
goMj  which  was  foand  in  the  foase  by  a  peasant,  who  sold  it  at 

Carlow  for  the  sum  of  .17A 

Dondrom  ooromands  a  most  extsnsireaiidintsrcatiBg.ptospecfc. 
The  StradbaUy  hilts,  the  town,  slender  tower,  and  9srdant onMi^ 
of  Kildare }  the  elond-capt  Lngnacnllia  (theeagls*a  nest)  -and other 
hnmbler  links  of  the  WicUow  moontuns,  **  arrayed  in  lAsay  a  dna 
•and  porpk-streak";  the  town  of  Cariow,  sheltered  by  its  ridily- 
wooded  bnck  groand;  tha.nadnla&g  cii0iB.of  the  IMieremaigy 
hiUs,  with  MoantXisiaster's  lofty  headitoweriogilrom  behind,  wtetkt 
hoaadavies  of  the  magnifioent  paDoraam  here  preasntsd.  A  great 
poctioa  of  tim  CSonaty  of  KiUare^  smd  of:the  Qaeen%  Coonty,  ap- 
pears from  henee,  as  a  map  spread  liritiinthis  sixongly  marka4 
ontliae.  The  improved  demesnes,  occasional  woods .  along  th^ 
windings  of  the  rirer  Barrow,  towns,  villages,  dinrches,  moaascic 
and  castle  ruins,  with  com  fields  and  meadows  of  esabersat  .for- 
iHity,  and  nnmeroos  farm  houses,  with  their  flocks  and  herdsy 
the  rarions  active  objedfcs  of  roi»l  life^  unite  in  giving  an 
«0  the  picture  Aat  is  highly  gratifying.  Oa  the  sonth  a  hi^  pro- 
jecting point  of  the  Slieveantgy  hills  appears  from  htooe,  as  if 

fore  the  arts  of  suaoary  and  apteUatiaa  wsra  .adapted,  la  tUt,  ea4 
naay  other  pArts  of  tbe  couatrj,  tJte  larm  of  Ai«  is  applied  to  foitllca- 
iioM  of  taparlac  aiMaUade,.  w^kUff  bjr  fim  awd  Ji^*  is  aad^ntood  woraa 
oCa  sfaaihir  cfuwsctar^  aa  a  scale  casiparativaly  ^JipOaative. 
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crowned  witU  tko  venerable  trees  tliat  niirround  the  Grace  alau« 
iolcQiii.  The  commaniUng  efevatioa  of  Dandrom,  attd  ita  oen- 
tigaity  to  GracefieU  woods,  indaeed  a  {Mirty  of  the  rebels,  ni 
179S,  to  occopy  U  with  one  of  their  rude  encanipfflents. 

This  antient  hiUrfortress,  in  comnon  with  most  dmilar  yesdges 
of  remote  tiniea  in  Ireland,  ie  the  sceee  of  a  very  poeticid  bat  fan- 
tastic d^ee  of  4>op«lar  saperalition,  in  regard  to  the  existence  of 
fairies,    fiveu  in  {aicy  repute  .there  are  gradations  j  andDondron, 
as  relate*  to  this  n«if  hboar(NN)d,  may  be  termed  the  high  eonrt  of 
the  elfin  train.    The  operations  of  these  tiny  people  in  the  games 
offoottMiUv  hurling,  and  other  rajral  nmnsemenis,  areoften^ac- 
cocdisig  ta  the  report  of  ohi  and  yonog)  heofd  to  proceed  ft«m 
thenee^    Some  araicnown  to  be  09  horsobock,  and  others  ronaii^ 
round  »;g(eea  circle.^    Few  pipeanta  irill  ventbre  on  exciting  tbe 
malidons  enmity  of  these  sprites,  by  distorbing  their  gandiols  wilii 
passniyoyer  tfai»place.after  aigbtlhll^    The  «app<]ised  identity  of 
the  finiiea  wilJi  the  ISaUe»  angelay  and  tbiir  habitual  midevolence, 
are  as  inoposistesit  mtk  the  appellation  of  '*  Ctood  People/*  here 
girsa  to  tboaw  Jui  tJbe  Dame  8U\  ok  iien  of  Feaee,  of  the  Higli* 
kndera*  merittha  cbaraoter  of  peaoeabie.    Any  intmsioa  on  their 
rightnof  tiuiAior  filaoeia^  fooner  ok.  Inter,  pmnftehed  by  the  dentti 
of  cattk,  nod  poili|nyA.ithe.oi9eBlbroir  of  hny  and  4XM*o  8lneh8,"4he 
fracture  of  e  .Innbi  mid  eftenct^  tho'death  of  the  nnintentMml 
offender^  >  Itw^n^kiie  geMraHymseeiied  than  IMly  believed, 
that  n  child 'UAB  eairWboff,  nnd«hept •«  year  and  ir  day,  fcr  noct- 
deDteUy<iotvadiog  upon  their  midnight  amueemevts  : 


'J* 


•..-«' 


*'  It  was  between  Uie  DJgkt  and  doj, 
When  the  fairy  king  ha^  power, 
iPtiat  be  sunk  down  in  a  ginful  fray, 
"   '"'A^,')JWlttTififtaaddeat1i,^aftgttatciiedaway, 

>    .oil 'Vi'.zr  c-».^t/9Qelt'eft*Syei4teLeke,eBatoir/snai«sirr. 

•  ThMvfair^  eii«les  iweniofe  coainoD^ltt  coMtrt^  sttlijact  to  great 
■tMmsef  Atinto  aMl  HgMnlOf ,  ^IhMi  M  Ii^hiMd;  It  It  #«»  known  that  they 
m  ia|i|>>eail'tehe'occiilene#by fhdiithtrtng»  'wnfetfl  Hk<»  aliothetr  nret, 
■Mfw  rennd,  sAtf  hmue  mes»in4hi«MM«tMISi  Aantli  Sto^teiMle. 

▼OL.  11.  I 
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In  tie  small  but  pleasing  village  of  Aries,  on  the  road  betwitea 
Gracefield  and  Carlow^  is  a  fanereal  edifice^  seated  "  amidst  the 
gn>ve  that  crowns  the  tofted  hill/*  which  requires  attentive  notice, 
as  well  on  account  of  the  architectural  taste  there  displayed^  as  the 
diatingatshed  interest  of  the  family  to  whose  honour  it  is  devoted. 
— This  structure  has  been  re-erected  on  the  site  of  a  decayed 
building,  appropriated  to  the  same  grateful  purpose.  Strength, 
tttUity,  and  elegance,  are  its  obvious  characteristics.  The  whole 
fkbric  is  composed  of  cut  stone.  It  contains  two  apartments,  both 
arched,  the  lower  being  for  the  repository  of  the  dead»  and  the 
upper  for  the  reception  of  commemorative  mural  monuments.  The 
roof  is  wholly  composed  of  stone,  resting  on  the  high  pointed  arch 
of  the  upper,  or  monumental,  chamber,  and  imbedded  in  Roman 
eement.  This  unique  feature  in  modern  architecture  is  designed 
in  imitation  of  St.  Doulongh*s  Church,  described  in  our  notice  of  the 
eounty  of  Dublin.  An  admirable  correctness  of  taste  is  evinced  io 
the  simple  and  uAostentatioas  ord^  of  the  pointed  style  adopted  hi 
tlria'buildiogj  and  the  effect  of  the  interior  is  remark)Ed)ly  chaste,  so- 
lemn, and  consequently  appropriate.  '  Each  of  the  exterior  flanking 
walls  contains  two  of  the  old  marble  monuments  of  the  Grace  fiimily  \ 
aUd  over  the  entrance  to  the  burial  vault  is  placed  a  tablet  of 
Kilkenny  marble,  with  the  following  inscription : 

0¥K.A4>ANH£.r£N£H.KPAl£01.THA\'l£l»0N.YnN0N. 

KOIMONTAI.0NHrKEIN.MH,AErE.TOri:.ArA0OYE.* 

HOC  SEPULCRUM 
ALICIA  KAVANAGH,  FILIA  MICHAELI8  GRACE  DE  GRACE- 
FIELD,  ARM. 
GULIELMUB  GRACE  BARONETTU8, 

£T  FRA1PRE8  EJ08, 

SHEFFIELDU8,  JURIS  CON8ULTU8, 

PERC^I^yS*  .li£QL£  CLAfiSIft  PlRAFS€Tli8, 

*  .Witkin  these  walli  io  lacred  datt  redioe. 
The  long,  long  (rain  of  Gnee's  noble  Rue 

Hiey  are  not  de«d thoa^  tifamt  here  they  lie. 

How  can  (he  aoUo  and  tha  vhitaoas  dl»l 
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PONI  CURAVBRUNT 

A.D.   MDCCCXVIII 

SIBI  POSTERISQUE: 

QUO  LOCO  FUIT  OLIM  AUSTRALIS  ALA  ODIS  ARLESIANiE 

AB  OLIVBRIO  GRACB  DE  SHANOANA6H,  SIYE  GRACEFIELD, 

AflMIG: 

ANNO  SALUT18  MDCLXXXVII  ^BPIFICATA, 

JAMDIU  VBTUSTATE  COLLAP6A, 

UNA  CUM  SEPULCjlIS  FAMIU^  GRACEFIELDIANJS 

IBI  EXTRUCTIS. 

HIC,  UBI  LAPSA  JACENT  GENTIS  MONUMENTa  VETUSTiB, 

IN  DOMINOSQUE  RUUNT  BUSTA  CAOUGA  SU0S{ 

AU6FICIIS  FAUmS  fT  SPB  MELIORB,  SBPULCRUH 

JAM  RBFICIT  FRATRUM  CONSOCIATU8I  AMOR. 
SIT  &1CRUM   BIETAT^S   OPUS  1— 3£RV£TU^  £T  IPSIS 

MORTE  OBITA,  PROAV^S  QUAM  TRIBU.BRE,  QUIBS.    8,G» 

The  foUowbg  epitaph  on  Mary«  wife  of  th^  first  ^ttchael 

Oraoe^  of  Ghracefield^  describee  an  amiable  character  in  agreeaji>le 

terms: 

^  .  HBRE 

LYJETIf  THE  BODY   OF 

MRS.  MARY  GRACE, 

LATE  WIFE  OF 

MICHAEL  GRACE,    ESQ. 

SHE  WAS 

RELIGIOUS  WITHOUT  OSTENTATION, 

PIOUS  WITHOUT  HYPOCRISY, 

FRIENDLY  WITHOUT  FLATTERY  { 

TO  THE  DISTRESSED 

A  SUPPORT, 

TO  THE  ORPHANS,  A  MOTHER  t 

EN  HER  LIFE  ATTENDED  WITH  MANY  BLBSSING8, 

HER  DEATH  WITH  MANY  TEARf 

The  origiB  of  the  (Ghrace  fiuaily  is  traeed  to  a  period  extremely 
rsoMte^  and  it  eriiibits,  in  its  earliest  stages^  so  very  cmions  and 
snthentic  an  iUostration  of  the  frequent^  bnt  systematic,  yariatioas 
of  samames>  as  to  render  the  following  genealogical  diagram  in- 
stractive  as  well  as  interesting : 


11^ 


SRAUTrK9    or   IRRLANO. 
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From  WHliani  Fits  Raymond*  descended  Barou  Akaiuie  Gf$», 
of  Goojtslown^  and  lord  of  Grace's  Country  >  who,  by  coaoiaBd  of 
King  Richard  II.  dated  23rd  of  December^  138$,  married,  *'fir 
/Af  better  pretervaium  of  the  j^aoe  qf  the  ctmntjf  of  Kitkeimy," 
llbina,  daughter  of  O 'Meagher,  the  powerfoi  prince,  or  dynaat, 
of  Ikerrin.  He  was  baried  in  St.  Jo|m*8  Abbey^  at  Kilkomy,  and 
was  socceeded  by  John  Gras.  Baron  of  Covrtstown,  and  cnstos 
pacis  of  Kilkenny,  in  1410.  Anselm  Gras,  baron  John's  soocessoTj 
was  appointed,  ^rd  of  Jnne,  14^1 » sheriff  of  the  county  of  Kilkenny* 
doriog  the  king's  pleasure.  He  married  Alicia,  danghrer  of  Sir 
James  Morres,  lord  of  Lateragh,  and  had  issne  Oliver  a^  Fuu^ 
(the  boarded)  Baron  of  €ourt8town>  a  powerful  and  distinguished 
mao  of  his  time.  By  his  wife,  Ellen,  daughter  of  O'More,  prince, 
or  dynast,  of  Leix,  he  had  Baron  John  Gras  FItz  Oliver,  his  suc*- 
cessor;  Oliver  Gras  Fitz  Oliver,  the  last  lord  abbot  of  JerpoiDt, 
county  of  Kilkenny;  and  James  Gras  Fitz  Oliver,  of  Corriatowo 
Castle.  John  Gras,  Baron  of  Courtstown,  (denominated  by  the 
Irish  AN  Caios  Jarain,  or  the  iron  belted)  married  Catliarii^e, 
daughter  of  Pierce  Poer,  JLiord  of  Curragbmore^  and  is  said  to 
have  had  twenty  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  was  Baron  John 
Gras  Fitz  John,t  from  whom  the  succeeding  baronaol  Courtstown 
and  lords  of  Grace's  Conntry,  were  descended;  and  the,  second  ¥^s 
Sir  Oliver  Grace,  of  Legan  and  Baltylinch  Castles,,  in  the  county 
of  Kilkenny,  and  of  Carney  Castle,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary. 

On  the  98th  of  September,  1563,  Queen  {^^ftbeth  granted  to 

*  The  ensuing  genealogical  acdonnt  of  a  branch  of  the  Grace  family, 
long  of  great  power  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  is  carried  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent  than  is  strictly  consistent  with  tjhe  nature  of  our  work ;  but  is  presentejS 
froB  the  united  motiv^s'ivMcb  caosift  hni  doviatingf  in  some  few  slnilar 
instances,  firoia  the  projeetad  outliner'of  oilkr  design. — ^The  famify  conceminf 
whidi  it  treats^  is  of  unusual  interest  with  the  investigator  of  this  part  of 
Ireland;  and  the  genealogical  detail  affords  many  valuable  particulars  of 
topographical  informatioii. 

f  The  richly  8ci|lptared  tomb  of  marble,  erected  to  this  Baron  of 
Coartslown's  memory,  is  sUlt  standing  between  tho  first  and  second  pillars 
at  the  eastern  extremity  off  the  south  side  of  the  nav«of  the  Cathedral  of 
KUkeanyj  and  is  noticed  in  our  account  of  that  chirch* 
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air  Ottv^  ^ltd)6t  t&e  site,  ^I4tet,  wd  iHnigs  tii  Hie  edftftVte  of 
^l^^eridry  knA  Kilkenny,  flie  Kiii^*«  County,  and  Hi^Mier^,  of 
the  dissolTed  Priory  of  St.  John,  near  Kenagh.    tie  was  ^netintiffl 
to  parliament  for  the  coilnty  of  Tipperary,  on  the  ISth  of  ianm^, 
1559,  and  was  constituted,  together  with  the  Earl  of  Ormonde, 
Viscount  Momitgarrett,  and  L#ord  thinboyne,  commissioner  6f 
array,  and  keeper  of  the  pe^ce,  of  the  counties  6f  Kilkenny  and  Tip- 
perary.    TTie  ^aktles  of  LeghH  avid  Carkh^  were  erecteJl  by  Urn, 
bat  his  wid6w,  who  died  on  the  ind  of  December,  1605,  and  Was 
boried  near  him  in  Jerpoint  Abbey,  is  reputed  to  Itave  founded,  or 
t6  hare  finished,  the  more  spacious  edifice  of  balfyUnch,  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Nore.    He  married  Mary,  sister  of  Maurice 
Fhx  Gerald,  Lord  Viscount  Decies,  and  eldest  daughter  of  8lr 
Gerald  Fltz  Gerald,  of  Decies,  (great  grandson  of  Jaittes,  seventh 
Earl  of  Desmond)  by  Ellice,  fourth  daughter  of  Pierce  Bvtler, 
eighth  Earl  of  Ormonde ;  and  had  issue,  Gerald  Grace,  of  Bally- 
linch  and  Legan  Citstles,  who,  together  with  Sir  William  Hartpole, 
of  Hhrule  Castle,  and  John  Grace,  of  Agbaviller  Castle,  obtained  a 
patent  of  pardon  from  Queen  Elizabeth,  dated  14th  of  December, 
1B97,  fer  all  offences  against  the  state.     He  deceased  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1618,  and  was  buried  at  Jerpoint  Abbey,  baving  married 
'  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Hartpole,  of  Shrnle  Castle,  and 
governor  of  the  county,  town,  and  castle  of  Carlow;  wh6  died 
on  the  11th  of  February,  1619,  and  wbs  also  interred  at  Jerpoint. 
By  this  lady  he  hadlssue,  Oliver  Grace,  of  Ballylinch,  &c.  who  died 
on  the  87th  of  August,  1686/  as  appears  by  the  InqumHon  poH 
mortem  taken  at  Thomastown,  on  the  9th  of  October  following, 
and  was  buried  at  Jerpoint  Abbey,  having  married  Mai]garet, 
daughter  of  Edomnd  Butler,  second  Lord  Viscount  Moonlgarfielt, 
by  his  wife  Grany,  dau^terof  BarnabyFitz  Patrick,  first  Lord 
V^perOssory.    He  had  issue  Gerald  Grace,  of  BaliyHnch,  fte.  a 
minor,  aged  13  at  his  father's  death.    The  Court  of  Wards  and 
Liveries  granted  his  wardship,  for  the  fine  of  500/,  on  the  18ih  of 
December,  1686,  to  Sir  Thomas  Loftus,  of  Killyan^  whose  wilt, 
Ellen  Hartpole,  of  Sfcanle,  was  sister  to  bis  paternal  granAnotlMr. 
On  the  16th  of  FW>rttary,  1634,  h^  had  a  Specid  liif^  of  bis  tn- 
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tentiAoe,  (Of  Uh»  fiae  of  70/.  mi  m  1^9,  Ut  ttiMes  were  emnM 
00  tte  seTfir^  lafle  heirs  of  Jije  gr^edfiiUier,  by  vi|rt«e  of  the 
cwayiaioB  for  the  leipedy  gl  4ef(«:tLre  titles.    Dorieg  the  parUa- 
neatery  W9r  lie  coi^mended  »,  qovps  ia  the  army  of  his  uacle,  the 
Lord  Monntgarrett^  and  ^was  ^sjaia  at  t}ie  battle  of  Kilmsh^  on  the 
l5thof  Aprils  164^.   He  iiMMrriedElleo,  eldest  daughter  of  Edmnnd 
BoUer^  third  Lord  Dnoboyne,  by  his  wife  Margaret^  daughter  and 
heir  to  Thopas  Botlor,  fourth  Lord  Cahier .    Margaret  Butler^  the 
only  jcfaild  of  James^  fojartfa  Lord  D^nboyne^  dying  without  issue, 
this  ^Uen's, descendants  becajue^  thereby*  representatives  of  tho 
thiid  Lord  B^nboyne,  a^d  of  the  fourth  Lord  Gafaier^  as  also 
of  tho  second  Lord  Upper  Ossory>  by  the  marriage  of  her  greet 
fraad&tber,    James^  second  Lofd   JC>unboyi^«  with  Maq$aret, 
diinghter  and  sole  heir  to  i^r  Baroaby  Fitz  Patriclci  second  Lord 
Uj^ner  Ossocy.    Gerald  Grace  had  issue  l>y  tlus  marriage  John^ 
mJBto  died  w^hoat  issne^  ansi  William,  denominated  of  BaUylinch, 
hat  who  reaided  at  BanrownM>unt»  a  seat  .of  the  Lord  Galmoys*  jip 
thecoQBty  of  Kilicepny,  the  great  patrimony  of  his  family  being 
seized  npon  by  theyCommon  wealth  during  the  minority  of  bis  ehkr 
brother  John,  on  account  of  his  father  *s  adherence  to  the  coyaleanae. 
These  vast  esti^s  were  thus  confiscated  by  Oliver  CromwelU 
who  distributed  them  among  bis  foUotwevs.     QaMylinch  Castle  was 
granted  to  Captai^  John  Joyoer,  who  conveyed  it  to  his  brother* 
ia-law,  colonel  Daniel  Redman,  whose  ddest  daughter  ^nd  co-* 
heir,  Eleauor  Redman,  thus  heiress  of  Ballyiincb,  macrpng  Jjunes 
Butler,  third  Viscount  Ikerriue,  carried  it  into  timt  family,  and  iit 
has  been  ever  since  the  chief  seat  of  her  descendants,  the  Ear^  joi 
C^fjaklk'    I|i  1661,  Wgliam  Grace  tsigm^  ithe  celobraied^protes* 
talion  and  romonstran^  of  the  Cuthf^lic  .noibUity  and  principal 
gentry  of  Ireland,  to  King  Charles  II.    By  his  will,  dated  10th 
of  Janu^,  1669,  he  desires  himself  to  beinterred  ''  among  his 
aaeeetors  in  the  Abbey  of  Jerpoint."     He  married  Eleanor,  sister 
of  Edward  Butler,  second  Lord  Viscount  Galmoy,  and  daughter  4>f 
theHonoura.ble  Pierce  Butler,  by  Margfiret,  (^u§;)iter  .Qf  tjl|ch$)l^» 
first  Lord  yiicpfint  Nette];ville.    WilMfun.  QK9if»  W^  im»  l>y.  this 
marriage,  Olivier,  of  Shanganagh,  in  the  Queen's  County,  his. 
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soecessor,  and  Jobn,  who  married  Aniie^  the  daaghter  and  heir  of 
John  Grace^  of  Thomaatown,  and  had  isane  an  only  cliBd>  Elisa- 
beth  Grace,  who  died  at  Bath  in  1780,  and  was  bnri^  aiT  Kdnt- 
ham  Abbey,  having  married  Richard  Gamon,  of  Datchwort]iliiiry» 
county  of  Herts,  who  died  in  Ix^ndon,  1786,  and  waft  also  buried 
at  Keinsham,  leaving  issue  Sir  Richard  Gamon^  and  Anna  EKsa 
Gamon,  married,  in  1778,  to  James  Brydges,  third  Daips  of 
Ghandos,  whose  only  daughter.  Lady  Anna  Eliza,  married  Rich- 
ard Grenville,  Duke  of  Buckingham  and  Ghandos.     Sir  Richard 
Gamoii,  Bart.  M.  P.  for  Winchester,  was  created  a  baronet  of 
England,  llth  of  April,  1795,  with  remainder  to  Richard  Grace, 
of  Boley,  Esq.  M.  P.     He  manied  Lady  AmeKa  Bforray,  eldest 
daughter  of  John,  third  Duke  of  Athol,  who  died  October  14tli 
1806,  and  deceasing  himself  on   the  8th  of  April,  1818,  and 
leaving  an  only  daughter^  Charlotte  Amelia  GaauMi,  the  baronelage 
devolved  upon  Sir  William  Grace,  the  eUest  son  of  Richard  Grace, 
agreeable  to  the  limitation  of  the  patent  above  mention^* 

Oliver  Grace,  of  Shanganagh,  (now  Gracefield)  in  the  Queen^s 
County,  the  eldest  son  of  William  Grace,  of  Bdlylinch,  was  ap- 
pointed,  in  1689,  chief  remembrancer  of  the  Irish  exchequer,  and 
a  member  of  King  James's  privy  council  ^  and  was  chosen  as  the 
representative  in  Parliament  of  the  boroogh  of  Ballynakiil,  in  the 
Queen's  County.  He  received  a  general  pardon  for  his  adherence 
to  King  James  II.  and  for  all  other  offences  against  the  state,  dated 
the  9l8t  of  May,  1696^  and  dying  on  the  8th  of  June^  1708^  aged 
47,  was  buried  in  the  south  wing  of  Aries  Chureh,  (or  Grace's 
chapel)  of  which  he  was  the  iounder.  He  married  Elisabeth,* 
(whore-marriied  with  Edmund  Butler,  sixth  Lord  Viscount  Moont- 
garrett)  the  aaly  surviving  child  of  John  Br}*BO,  of  Bawnmore^  by 

*  All  (he  deKeadaafi  of  Oliver  Grace,  by  his  wife,  Elisabeth  Bryan, 
are,  ai  foonder*!  kin,  entitled  to  a  preference  in  the  election  of  Fellowa 
at  All  SoqIb'  College,  Oxford.  In  the  **  Siemmata  ChichUana,'*  No^dl, 
their  descent  may  be  deduced,  tbrongh  the  families  of  Walsh,  Sheffield, 
Vera,  Tinseel^  and'Kene,  from  Agnes  Chichele,  the  grand  daughter  of 
Willipm  CUehele*  who  waa  youngest  brother  of  Henry  Chichele,  Arch* 
bishop  of  Canterbury]  and  fonader  of  that  College,  tempt  Henry  VI. 
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bis  second  wife;  iTrsula^  second  daughter  and  eventual  co-heir  to 
Walter  Walsh,  of  Castle  Hoel,  by  liis  wife,  Magdalen  Sheffield, 
sister  of  lESdtnond  Sheffield,  second  Earl  of  Molgrave,  and  grand 
aonir,'  and  eventnal  sole  heir,  to  Edmund  Sheffield,  second  Dulie  of 
Buckingham  and  Kormanby .  Oliver  Grace  had,  among  other  issue 
by  this  marriage,  Michael  of  Gracefield,  his  successor,  and  Robert, 
marrie4^6  Catharine,  only  child  of  Sheffield  Grace,  of  the  Courts- 
toWn  faiiiify,  by  his  wife,  Elizabetli,  Dowager  Viscountess  Dillon, 
by  whoiti  he  had  issue  Sir  Edmund  Grace,  a  knight  of  Malta^ 

living  tt'ms.* 

•  •       f».'.      *     *  '.       ' 

*  ^ii.coq$rjnftv>a  9i  tba  faet  of  Sir  EdniVAd  Grace'*  ezislMioe  in  ITTSy 
the  following  curious  circumfttaiiCie  may  be  meotipoed :  OliTer  Grace, 
of  Gracefield,  was  residing  at  Kilkenny,  when  his  relative,  the  knight  of 
Malta',  came  to  Ireland  to  make  him  a  visit.  The  knight  attended  the  prin- 
cipal Calhcriic  Cftapel  oVthat  ttty,  on  the  Sonday,  when,  at  a  certain  part 
tf  tk^'cwemmji  lie'BuiUbnIy  Qm  compliaace  willi  the  costoa  of  Us  order) 
drew  hie  sword  irom  the  i^abbardy  and  raised  the  nakb4  blade  aloft,  to  the 
todescribable  dismay  of  a  crowded  congregation,  who,  sapposingliim  to 
be  mad,  rushed  precipitately  from  the  chapel.  After  a  short  interval  be 
replaced  his  sword,  the  audience  returned,  and  divine  worship  was  re- 
commenced. Sir  Eflmnnd  Grace  was  indaced  to  devote  himself  to  a  foreign 
Service  by  the  dlsqaalffylng  influence  of  the  penal  code  i  an  influence  very 
strikuif  ly  evinc«d  in  He  ecctntineHrni,  civil,  and  military  connection  of 
this  family  with  the  state,  during  the  last  century.  Oliver  Grace,  lord 
abbot  of  Jerpoint,  an  ecclesiastical  peer  of  parliament,  tenp*  Henry 
VIII.  was  the  last  acknowledged  descendant  it  possessed  in  holy  orders. 
The  county  of  Kilkenny  had  been  represented  by  Barons  of  Courtstown 
in  the  pnrliuiients  of  1559, 1568, 1613,  16S4,^uid  1689.  In  the  last-named 
parMameni  there  were  ioiir'  sitting  members  of  this  family  i  since  which 
period  ^M^jpamc^  doet  net,  appear. en  the  perlinmonlary  refls  tiD'tbat  of  the 
late  Richard  Grace.t  of  Boley«  occurs  in  1792*  Olieer  Gcace,  of  (xracefioldf 
M.  P.  who  died  in  1708,  was  the  last  who  held  a  civil  ofllcial  situation. 
In  1689,  he  was  chief  remembrancer  of  tlife  exchequer,  an  office  now  en- 
joyed by  the  Marquess  Wellesley.  The  same  fact  may  be  observed  in  the 
recordt  of  the  military  department.  Colonel  Richard  Grace,  who  com- 
meaded  at  Athlone  for  King  James«  against  the  besieging  armlee  of 
Generals  Donglasi  and  De  Ginkle,  and  the  Bitfon  of  Coertatewn,  who 
raised  and  equipped  a  regiment  of  foot  and  a  troop  of  horse  for  the  same 
sovereign,  are  the  last  names  of  this  family  that  can  boast  of  being  per- 
mitted to  claim  the  title  of  a  British  soldier. 
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Micbad  Grace^  of  Grade&eld^  by  tbe  4eatb»of  fidnumd^  tbe 
last  Dab»  of  Backs^  and  of  Margaret  aad  MagMen  Wtdab»  ffic- 
ceeded  to  tbe  underiaed  real  estates  in  tbe  eoanties  of  MiddleaeXi 
8aa0e3C9  and  Yorik^  of  tbe  Sheffield  bm^y,  as  heir  to  Us  great 
grand-mother,  the  ebove-nientioBed  Mi^aleo  SfaeficU,  vbo  was 
great  aant  and  sole  heir  to  the  la^  Dnke  of  Bucks,  in  which 
he  was  confirmed  by  tbe  jadicial  deci*ee  of  the  lord  ^laneellor 
Nortbangton.    He  died  on  the  19th  of  February,  1760,  aged  78, 
and  was  bnried  in  Grace's  Chapel,  at  Aries,  ha'ring  nuuried.Mary, 
daughter  of  John  Galway,  of  Lota,  by  Elisabeth,  jm  >w|f«*  ddest 
sister  of  Sir  John  Meade,  Bart,  whose  grands<m.  Sir  John  Meade, 
was  created,  in  1776,  Earl  of  ClanWiiHam;  and  she  deceasing  on 
the  28th  of  November,  1736,  aged  55,  was  also  interred  at  Aries. 
Michael  Grace  had,  among  other  Issue  by  this  marriage,  first,  Oliver, 
of  Gracefieldj  his  soccessor;  second,  John,  «f  Sheffield,  who  died 
mifliarried,  on  ^e  19th  of  September,  17^^  and  was  bnried  at 
Aries ;  third,  Williami  who  resided  chiefly  in  England  and  France, 
and  died  in  London,  on  the  23rd  of  November,  1777>  having 
married,  in  1746,  Mary,  daughter  and  eventual  sole  heir  to  Richard 
Harford,  of  Marshfield,  near  Dublin,  by  whom  he  had  issne  two 
sons  and  one  daughter,  vis.  first,  Riehani.Qf  Boky,  who  resided  at 
Sonthville,  in  the  ^{neen's  Counly,  M.  P.  on  whom,  as  already 
mentioned,  the  English  baronetage  of  Sir  Richard  Gamoo  was 
entailed}  second,  John,  a  captain  of  carabineers  in  the  imperial 
service  of  Germany,  who  died,  unmarried,  at  the  siege  of  Belgrade, 
on  the  21st  of  October,  1789;  Clara  Louisa  mi|rried,.in  1782,  to 
William  Middelton,  of  Stockeld  Park,  county  of  York.   iUckard 
€rraoe,  of  Boley,  married,  in  17^^  Jane,. daughter  of  the  Honour* 
able  John  Evans,  son  of  George,  first  Lord  Oarbery,  and,  dying 
on  the  9th  of  January,  1801,  aged  40,  was  buried  at  Aries.     He 
left  issue  by  his  said  wife,  Jane,  who  died  in  Dublin  on  the  24th 
of  April,  1804,  and  wes  also  interred  at  Aries,  thi;ee  sons  and  two 
daughters,  viz.  first.  Sir  William  Grace,  who  succeeded,  as  above 
stated,' on  the  8th  of  April,  1818,  to  the  title  of  baronet^  second, 
Sheffield,  of  Lincoln  VInn,  F.  S.  A.3  and  third,  Percy,  a  captain 
in  the  royal  navy ;  Jane,  married  to  George  Brooke,  brother  of 
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gr  ifta^ Btmlm,  of  CM»>Br«<4ee,  Bart.;  andLaiABa 
--SbeflMd,  Aft  IMMi  mi  of  MmAmI  Gf«oe>  <tf  OraedMd,  #9i, 
in  MUin,  on  llie  MM  «f  6^ptemb«r,  1740^  agtd  S6«  tfrf  wm  ift- 
tirred  at  Arki,  iHtYiog  numied  FinMoes^  dingbter  of  Jotai  B«g«t, 
of  Castle  Bagot^  by  wkoBi  ho  Inm)  istae  an  only  cldldj  RayiMiid, 
#lodi«l^  aaawrriiod,  I*  FVaaca. 

OiiYorGTacOk  of  GmoeMd^  was  born  on  the  9tli  of  Deeembcr, 
1704,  and  dying  at  KUkenny^  on  the  Mth  of  Angast^  1TS1>  ftged 
779  ^v«tt  iMenod  at  Aries.  Ht  aMrrM^  in  December^  I73d>  Maiy > 
ealy  daagttter  aad  eventual  heir  to  John  Dowdl^  of  Msntna  Howe, 
w^  diM  lit  GrBcefieM>on  the  14th  of  Notember^  \TSS»  a^  S5» 
and  vHtt  b^ied  at  Aries.  By  this  lady  he  had  issve  two  sons,  vis. 
liielttd^  of  GracefieM,  his  saccesaer^  and  John,  of  Mantna,  at 
whieh  plaire  he  died  on  the  ^5th  of  April,  1811,  aged  76,  and  was 
hnried  at  t*dkk  Abbey,  having  married,  in  176S,  Mary,  danghter 
and  co-hesr  to  t^trick  Hnssey,  of  Ardemcre,  by  whon  he  had 
itsne  Oliver  Dowell,  of  Mantua,  married  on  the  3rd  of  Bepleubcr, 
18)9,  to  Frances,  only  surviving  child  of  Sir  Richard  Nagle,  Bart, 
by  his  first  wife,  Catharine,  danghter  and  heiress  of  Maurice  Fitz 
Gerald,  of  Punchar*s  <)range,  and  has  issue  Joba^Dowell-Fitz 
Gerald  Grace,  bom  11th  of  July,  1881. 

Michael  CVace,  of  Gracefield,  died  on  the  SSth  of  August, 
1785,  aged  50,  and  was  buried  at  Aries,  having  married  Mary, 
danghter  and  co-heir  to  Nicholas  Plnnket,  of  Duhsoghly  Castle, 
who  died  in  Dnblin,  the  9tb  of  October,  1797 >  and  was  buried  at 
Aries.  By  her  be  had  isssne  an  only  daughter,  viz.  Alicia  Grace, 
of  Gracelield,  and  of  Dunsoghly  Castle,  married,  in  179S,  to 
Morgan,  third  soo  of  Thomas  Kavanagh,  of  Borres  House,  in  the 
county  of  Carlow,  who  dying  on  the  7th  of  November,  1804,  was 
interred  in  the  burial  place  of  the  Kavanagh  family,  at  St.  MnlKnSy 
county  of  Carlow.* 

*  In  th»  Ueralirft  Oilce  the  armorial  beMring^t  of  the  Gracefiefd  fiiniity 
are  blazoned  in  a  coat,  consisting  of  thirty-five  qnarterings,  but  the  arms 
commonly  nsed  by  that  family  are  formed  of  foar  quarterings,  viz. — 1st. 
gv/ei,  a  lion  rampant  per  fess,  argent  and  or;  ?nd.  gulesy  asaltire  argent, 
between  twelve  cross  croslets  oty  a  mullet  for  dllferencei  '3rd.  or,  a  tliief 
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To  the  east  of  the  small  bat  ptttuKsqne  haialet  ^  AiAkk,  U 
ntvated'BAiiLiOKMOYiiKa,  which,  prions  t6  the  rebelKoBi  was  a 
village  rapidly  improTing  in  extent  and  weallJi.  The  devastation 
and  miaoaa  effects  of  that  lamentable  event  are  still  obtions,  not* 
withstanding  the  nnremitting  exertions  of  ^ViUiam  Ckk>per,  Esq. 
the  patriotic  proprietor^  to  recal  the  industry  and  h^>piness  whseh 
had  -been  previously  seated  there.  At  a  short  distance  from  bonce, 
the  residence  of  that  gentleman  presents  itself  to  view,  embosomed 
in  wood,  and  decorated  with  many  beauties  of  sylvan  seenery. 
The  mansion  of  Coopbr*b  Hill,  thobgh  much  "improved  by  the 
prearat  proprietor,  is  of  a  character  ioferior  to  the  extent  of  the 
grounds,  and  the  value  of  the  estate.  The  views  obtained  from 
tUs  place  are  unspeakably  ftne,  and  are,  perhaps,  only  equalled 
in  this  county,  by  the  scenery  displayed  from  Dnndrom,  already 
noticed  on  Sir  William  Grace's  estate  of  Boley.  The  liberality  of 
sentiment,  hospitality  of  disposition,  and  magisterial  ntUity  of  Mr. 
Cooper,  are  too  well  known  and  appreciated,  to  require  the  humble, 
but  disinterested,  meed  of  our  applause. 

SsnuLB  Castlb,  which  is  distant  about  three  miles  from 
Cooper's  Hill,  and  still  nearer  to  Carlow,  conducts  us  to  the 
eastern  confines  of  the  county.  This  massive,  andonce  toportant, 
structure,  is  seated  on  the  banks  of  the*  river  Barvow*  aod  was 
erected,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  Sir  Hobert  Hartpole, 
constable  of  Carlow  Castle,  and  governor  of  the  Queen's  County. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  the  name  of  Hartpole  occurs  among  the 
seven  tribes,  already  noticed  as  having  obtained  vast  possessions 
in  this  county.  Among  these.  Sir  Robert  Hartpole  appears  to 
have  been  the  founder  of  the  roost  considerable,  tboiighnotof  the 
roost  dorable,  family.  He  died  in  ISM,  leaving  issue  Sir  imiliahi 
and  Sir  George  Hartpole,  bothsueoessivelyof  ShrtrleCastie;  and 
three  daughters,  viz.  Ellenor,  married  to  Francis  Cosby,  of  Strad- 

iadented  azure,  three  escallop  sheUs  in  ben4  conntorchaof  ed ;  4ib.  argent^ 
a  chevron  between  ihree  garbs,  gules.  Crests,  1st.  on  a  wreath  a  demy 
lion  rampant,  ar^en^;  ^nd.  on  a  wreath  a  boards  head  and  neck  erased,  or, 
— Sapporters,  the  dexter  a  lion  proper  ;  (he  sinister  a  lioar  or» — iMotto : 
*'  GoDcordant  nomine  facta.'* 
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baUy>  who  was  tlaiii  ia  IBM }  Margaret,  to  Gerald  Grace,  of 
BaUyiiach  Gaatle,  who  died  in  1619  ^  and  SUea,  to^  Sir  Tfaomaa 
Loftas,  of  Timoho,  who  died  in  1635.  The  descendants  of  these 
Isdies,  i«  the  liunilies  of  Cosby,  of  Stradbally,  Grace,  of  Graoefield, 
sad  Lollos,  of  Killyao,  stili  possess  considerable  property  in  this 
sad  the  adjoiniog  ooanty.  The  representatives,  howeyer,  of  the 
HartpoJefaadUy^  are  named  Bowen  and  Liacky,  to  which  gentlemen 
the  two  coheiresses  of  the  last  male  proprietor  of  Shrule  Castle 
wereBMoried. 

AnaaYi-Laix,  formerly  a  place  of  some  distinction,  as  the  prin*^ 
ci^  seat  of  O'More^  Ibe  head  of  a  powerfol  natiye  sept,  is  now 
eatitted  tto  the  attention  and  admiration  of  the  topographer,  in  a 
saperior  <kgree,  on  account  of  the  great- improvements  eflected 
by  the  present  noble  owner  of  this  e6tate>  the  Viscount  de  Vescy, 
and  .his  iasmediate  ancestor.    A  religions  house  was  founded  here, 
as  is  believed,  about  the  year  600 )  but  the  existing  history  of 
this  stmctare  oommencea  with  its  ro-fonodation,  A.  D.  1183; 
ander  the  auspices  of  Corcheger  0*More.    By  that  chieftain  the 
abbey  of  Leix  was  fiUsd  with  Cistertian  monks,  from  the  abbey 
of  flahinglaae  >  and  the  re^foander  was  himself  interred  within  its 
walls.     The  veUgioas  society  at  this  place  maintained  a  high  de* 
gree  of  reputation  throngfaoot  several  oentaries,  and  a  town  of 
coosidenUe  extent,  denominated  Abbey-^Leix,  progreseively  arose 
under  their  protection.    The  chief  historical  event  preserved  con-' 
oernbg  this  town,  relates  to. a. serious  skirmish,  in  the  year  1441, 
between  the  partiaanaof  the  Earl  of  Ormonde,  and  the  sept  of 
Klff-pilrick.  In  this.actioA  the  aidhereats  of  the  Barl  were  routed, 
with  cooaidim^lo  ^om^    Ameag  the  slain  wetetwo  gentlemen, 
of  weight  io'  the  aoiMKty  of  Tipperary,  named  Paroell  mad  Grant;* 
Ten  peraow  Ufwih  were  made, prisoners,,  aod^not  less  than  two 
handred  men,  of  various  classes,  fled  for  .shelter  to  the  sanctuary 
of  the  abbey.    In  the  fifth  year. of  Queen  Elizabeth  the  dissolved 
abbey  of  Leix,  together  with  twenty  acres  of  arable  land  apper« 
taiaing  thereto,  was  granted,  subject  to  a  small  annual  rent,  to 
Thomaa  Sari  of  .Ormonde..    It  is.  observed  by  Mr*  Archdall  that 
the  hMida  belonging  to  this  moanstery  were,  atthe.  same  time/ 
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QtUiMleiatafMiMTis.  NotaaytrMitof  tbeMMNMSlicbiiiUiagt, 
or  4»f  tke  caatie  of  the  0'Mor68>  are  aow  to  be  diieoTorad ;  nor 
4id  any  voitigea  exist  within  the  memory  of  living  pertoas. 

The  aatient  towa  oi  Abbey*Leix>  which  had  snak  idto  a  state 
of  inaigatficance^  was  entirely  taken  down  by  the  late  Lord  do 
Veaqr>  aad  a  new  town,  or  village,  founded  on  a  more  eUgMe 
aite.  Under  the  pattonage  of  the  present  Viscoont,  this  haa  be- 
ooiae  one  of  the  neateat  and  moat  [rieaaing  villages  in  the  province 
of  Leinster.  The  houses  are  marked  by  the  most  omamenlal 
features  compatible  with  trne,  and  rustic,  eottage-chsracter.  To 
each  is  attached  a  usefal  garden }  and  an  air  of  rural  beauty,  rest- 
derod  additionally  valuable  by  thec^ipearance  of  domestic  comfort, 
pervades  the  .whole  welKorganised  village.  The  Church  is  a 
decorous  structure,  of  ample  propestieM.  At  tUa  phfu  ia  a 
seheol,  of  some  celebrity,  for  the  edueatioa  of  young  geatleiiian, 
which  is  conducted,  under  the  patronage  of  Lord  de  Vescy,  on 
what  has  been  termed  the  Italian  mode,  of  blending  gyomaslac 
tuition  with  the  asoal  forms  of  education. 

The  Mansion  of  Ababt-Lbiz,  eoastitutiag  the  seat  of  Via* 
count  de  Vesey,  is  a  capacions  and  handsome  buiJdiiig,  bcftd  with 
cut  stone,  erected  by  the  father  of  the  present  noUeaaan,  ia  the 
year  i77'4-  The  demeane  ie  very  extensive,  aad  gnatiy  enriehad 
with  woods,  of  a  fine  and  venerable  gtovrth,  «4acb  are,  ia  aeiva- 
ral  parts,  formed  into  emameatal,  and  truly  noble,  aveaaaa. 
But  this  territory  is  entirely  indebted  to  «t  for  its  beauties,  its 
situation  ii  low,  and  the  oontiguous  oenntry  is  aaturally  oae  vast 
exteat  of  bog.  80  judkaona  and  persevering  have  been  the  eibrta  of 
the  aiusifiDent  family  of  De  Vescy,  that  a  tract,  ntterly  eheerteaa 
and  uopnoniaing  whSst  it  remained  uoder  the  sway  of  the  0*M area, 
now  sadlea  in  extensive  cnktvation,  and  cenetitntes  a  depaaia 
worthy  «f  the  noUe  oumer. 

Hbywood,  the  seat  of  the  Trendi  family,  distant  from  Abbey«> 
Leix  abont  four  nules,  towards  the  east,  is  a  demesne  poesesaiag 
faw  aafcural  advantages,  exoqpt  an  irregnlaiity  of  surfaoe.  Mwch 
coffr^ctaeaa  of  taate  has  been  exereiaed,  ia  oonvertnig  tUs  alerile 
district  into  a  scene  of  real  beaaty:.   Thegrouadsarefaelyadora«' 
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ed  with  ailiftciu  spreadi  of  water,  and  die  plmtationfi  are  diapos  ed 
with  an  admirable  knowledge  of  tbe  principies  of  landscape- 
jtrdening. 

At  Tiif  ASOB,  distant  abont  seren  miles  from  Abbey-Leix,  a 
ffloaastery  was  founded  by  St.  Mochoe,  who  died  A.  D.  497  ; 
wUA  instttntion  was  afterwards  re-fbnnded  by  the  O'Mores. 
Some  unimportant  remains  of  the  bnildingv  ar^  still  to  be  seen  ; 
and  in  the  prorimity  of  the  mins  is  a  Toond>  or  pillar-tower.  At 
tlie  fistance  of  abont  one  mile  from  the  tower  is  an  antient  tath, 
or  fort. 

Agbabos,  a  small  and  humble  Tillage,  is  noticed  onder  the 
name  of  ^-viM-foa  in  the  life  of  St.  Colnmba,  written  by  Adam- 
nanus,  abbot  of  the  Culdean  monastery  of  Hy,  one  of  the  He- 
Ittides.  The  Irish  orthography  Ackadh'bo  signifies  the  field  of 
die  ox }  an  appellation  eridently  appropriate,  on  account  of  the 
richness  of  pasturage  in  this  parish  and  its  neighbourhood.  At 
tins  place  a  religions  establishment  was  instituted  by  St.  Cenice, 
in  the  sixth  century ;  and  the  see  of  Ossory  was  afterwards  trans- 
lated hither,  but  was  removed  to  Kilkenny  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IL 
h  tbe  year  1250,  as  is  stated  by  Mr.  Archdall,  or,  according  to 
other  writers,  in  1382,  an  abbey  for  flriars  of  the  order  of  St, 
Dominick  was  fonnded  on  or  near  the  site  of  the  antient  monasteryj 
by  Flomioe  Fits-«patrick,  priaee  of  Ossory.  We  «»«>Sold  bf 
Awhdall  thai  the  *'  great  chmch*'  «f  Aghabee  w«8  Nriit  A.  D. 
13S4.  Of  this  building  some  remains  possibly  exist  in  the  pre- 
sent parochial  church,  which  appears  to  have  constituted  ihe 
dianoel  of  a  more  extensire  fabric.  This  structure  is  in  the 
pointed  style,  bot  withont  any  eoHnent  tieaiitaas  or  peenliari* 
te.  The  nottheni  wall,  en  tbe  Inner  aide,  is  ''MkMedwMl 
aiehea,  canopies,  and  concentrie  mmiMings ;  and,  near  the  osn* 

anmion-table,  is  a  carious  confession-box  in  the  thickness  of  the 
waU.- 

The  renaiaa  of  the  Dominican  abbey  are  cont^gnons  to  the 
periilhchsfoh.  These  v«stiges  are  thus  deooribed  by  Dr.  Led» 
'mtj^  Aa  lilefary  and  astiqiarian  mar  of  «faia  pari*.  ''  fc" 
(flMaaiBg  the  cfamrdi  of  the  abbey)  ««is  100  fcet  long  by  twenty-fenr 
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widcj  and  lias  &?e4pointed  windows,,  three  to  the  south,  with 
east  and .  west  ones.  That  to  the  east  is  ramified ;  the  w^stera 
door  has  concentric  arches  :  the  walls  of  the  abbey  are  not  oroa* 
mented.  There  is  a  small  tabernacle  for  saGre4  utensils,  and  on 
the  south  side  is  a  projecting  building,  called  Phelan's  chapel, 
counected  with  the  abbey  by  an  arch.  On  the  east  side,  ffMift 
the  altar,  is  a  pedestal,  on  which  stood  the  statue  of  St;  Canice..; 
There  are  two  tabernacles,  and  also  an  inverted  cone,  for  holding 
holy- water.  On  the  north  side  of  the  abbey,'*  (meaning  on  the 
north  side  of  the  abbey-church)  "  was  a  quadrangle,  sixty  feet 
square :  in  it  were  the  monks*  cells,  iu  number  ten,  with  serrants' 
apartments,  and  necessary  offices.  The  cellars  were  spacioos, 
and  over  them  were  the  prior*8-room,'*  (probably  meaning,  the 
refectory)  '^  forty-six  by  seventeen  feet,  and  a  large  dormitory.*** 
To  the  north  of  the  parish-church  is  an  artificial  mount,  '^  in 
the  form  of  a  truncated  cone,  about  forty-five  feet  in  diameter  at 
the  top.  A  stone  wall  ran  round  the  summit,  and  the  ascent  was 
by  an  undulating  pathway.*'     In  this  parish  is,  likewise,  a  largp 

*  Ledwich*s  Antiqt.  of  Ireland,  and  account  of  the  parish  of  A|^haboe, 
in  Mason'B  Parochial  Survey,  vol.  i.  The  following  brief  notice  of  Dr. 
Ledwich,  who  resided  here  many  years  as  Vicar,  is  extracted  from  a  MS. 
by  the  late  Mr.  Beanford,  commanicated  by  him  to  the  author  of  this  work. 
Bdward'  Ledwich,  L.L  D.  aathor  of  the  Antiquities  of  Ireland,  and  several 
other  antiqnarian  works,  was  bom  in  the  year  1 739»  and  is  descended  fnwi 
an  antient  Saxon  family  in  Shropshire,  feudal  tenants  of  the  De  Ladies, 
Norman  Barons  of  that  district,  who  with  them  came  into  Ireland,  about  the 
year  1 172.  From  them  the  Ledwich  family  obtained  grants  in  the  county 
of  Westmeath,  from  which  property  they  gained  the  local  title  of  Lords  de 
Ledwich,  about  the  year  I3S9.  DurUig  the  contest  at  the  time  of  the  R«to- 
lalimi,  the  family  adberios  to  the  interest  of  James,  lost  most  *of  their 
proi^rty  t  with  the  lives  of  ths  greater  part  of  the  membeni  appertaiaitfg 
to  it.  The  survivor,  Edward  Ledwich,  with  the  small  remains  of  the  family 
property,  settled  in  Dublin,  in  a  mercantile  line  $  and  was  the  first  idio 
professed  the  Protestant  faith.  His  son  John,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  notice,  was  also  engaged  in  trade.  Edward  Ledwich,  aathor  of  the 
Antiquities  of  Ireland,  was  educated  at  Trinity  College,  and  erMaed  i« 
Ihd  esublidied  Church  $  he  obtained  the  ad  v6#sod  of  the  vic«i:age  of  Aglm- 
bee,  in  1712^  from  whence  he  removed  to  Dublin  in  1793. 
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earth-work^  by  somo  termed  the  Rath  of  Liara^  and  by  others  the 
Mote  of  Monaooghlan.  This  rath,  or  mote,  is  a  hill  of  consider- 
able altitude,  protected  by  ramparts  and  fossae,  and  has  evidently 
CDQstitBted  the  rndely-fortified  residence,  or  retreat,  of  an  antient 
tribe.  Amongst  some  tew  remains  of  old  costoms,  it  is  remarked 
by  Dr.  Ledwich,  that,  ''  if  yon  ask  a  female  peasant  her  name, 
though  married,  she  will  give  her  maiden  name,  and  by  that  she 
18  called  and  known.*'  It  will  be  recollected  that  this  practice 
also  remains  in  parts  of  Wales. 

There  are  several  improved  residences,  on  a  small  iscale,  in 
this  neighbonrhood,  which  greatly  oontribnte  to  the  beanty  of  the 
conotry.  Among  these  may  be  named,  Ballybrophy,  belonging 
to  the  Dake  of  Bockingham  and  Chandos ;  OUglass,  to  the 
fiunily  of  Lford  Ossory ;  Aghahoe,  to  Thomas  Garr,  Esq.  and  LU^ 
more,  to  Sheffield  Grace,  Esq.  The  whole  of  the  seats  mentioned 
above  are  now  occupied  by  gentlemen  who  rent  of  the  respective 
owaers. 
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KlNC'S  COUNTY. 

This  district  is  partly  divided  from  the  Qneen's  County  by 
the  SlieveblooiD  moantaias,  which  we  have  already  noticed  as 
affording  only  one  narrow  and  inoonvenient  pass.  Its  easteni 
boundaries  are  formed  by  the  county  of  Kildare.  On  the  noitii 
are  the  counties  of  Meath  and  Westmeath.  The  river  Shannon 
separates  it  from  Roscommon  and  Galway  towards  the  west.  Oa 
the  south-west  it  meets  the  county  of  Tipperary«  This  inland 
copi^ty  was  foriferly  included  in  the  antient  territories  of  Offaly 
and  i^ower  Delvin,  and  was  constituted  a  separata  eountf  in  the 
Teign  of  PhiJip  and  Mary  f  the  appellation  then  bestowed  bdog 
intended  as  a  mark  of  compliment  to  the  consort  of  the  British 
queen. 

This  district  was^  at  all  recorded  times^  subdivided  into  t 
greater  number  of  petty  lordships  than  the  adjoining  tract  of 
country^  now  denominated  the  Queen's  Coanty.  Amongst  the 
prindpal  antient  proprietors  may  be  enumerated  0*Conor-Faigle, 
or  O'Conor^  dynast  of  Offaly;  and  Mac  Coghlan^  dynast  of 
Lower  Delvin  3  together  with  the  O'Melaghlins )  O'MoUoys ; 
O'Dempseys  ;  O'Douleys 5  OCarrolls ;  O'Malones 3  0*Sha- 
naghs;  0*Dalys;  O 'Dunnes ;  Mac  Gawlys^  the  O'Moonys; 
O'Higgans ;  Mac  Egans ;  O'Duigans ;  O'Gillefoyls }  and 
O'Mores. 

The  form  of  this  county  is  extremely  irregular.  Its  breadth, 
according  to  Sir  Charles  Coote^  "  is,  from  the  most  eastern  part 
of  the  barony  of  Coolestown^  near  the  Boyne,  to  Clonmacnois,  on 
the  Shannon^  thirty-two  miles ;  but  the  more  general  breadth 
does  not  exceed  seventeen  ;  and  it  is  in  length,  from  the  moat  of 
Grenouge  adjoining  West  Meath,  to  the  southernmost  part  of  the 
barony  of  Clonlisk,  thirty-one  miles  by  a  direct  line,  but  above 
forty-five  miles  by  the  nearest  road,  the  county  being  so  much  in- 
tersected with  deep  bogs.*'. 
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It  is  divided  into  thefollowlng  eleven  baronies^  one  of  wfaldi  is 
subdivided  into  two  half  baronies :  fVarrenstoum ;  CooleBtoum  ; 
PJ^Upgtcwn  (divided  into  Upper  and  Lower) ;  Ballyewien ; 
KUccureey;  Garrycaetle;  GeskUl;  BaiHboif ;  EglM,  ot  FiroMl ; 
Ballf^Sritt ;  and  Cianlisk,  The  nnmber  of  parishes  is  fifty-two  | 
of  which  sixteen  are  in  the  diocess  of  ^Meath  ;  sixteen  in  that  oC 
KiUaloe^  and  eighteen  nnder  the  see  of  Kildare.  One  insulaled 
parish  is  in  the  diocess  of  Ossory,  and  one  parish  in  that  of 
Clonfert.  The  total  nnmbers  of  houses  and  Inhabitants  in  the 
different  baronies^  according  to  retams  made  nnder  the  act  of 
1812,  for  ascertaining  the  popalation  of  Ireland,  are  as  follow  j 
hot  it  must  be  noticed  that  the  returns  for  the  seven  baronies 
marked  thns,*  were  considered  as  being  objectionable.] 


Bumiles,  Half  Buoniety  or  Airishet. 


Warrenstown, 

Coolestown, 

Philipstown,  Upper, 

Philipstown>  Lower, 

»Ballycowen, 

•Kilconrsey,    

^ClarrycaAtle,  • .  • 

*GeshiU, 

Balliboy, . . . , 

^Eglish,  or  Fircal, 

♦Ballybiitt, 

*ClonUfik,  

Total.  . . . 


HumJberof 
Homei. 


584 
1,326 
1,325 
1,132 
3,408 
1,350 
4,106 
1,104 
1,110 

919 
2,319 
2,022 


OroM 
PopalftUoii. 


3,723 
7,525 
7,734 
6,052 

13,747 
7,117 

22,367 
8,717 
6,284 
5,122 

13,645 

11,193 


20,705  I  113,226 


Aceording  to  returns  made  in  1821,  the  number  of  bouses 
WIS  28,032 ;  and  the  number  of  inhabitants  132,319.    Thus, 
sccording  to  those  returns,  the  increase  of  inhabitants  between 
^  years  1813  and  1821,  would  appear  to  have  amounted  to 
19,093. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Slievebloom  mountains,  on  its 
southern  borders,  this  county  is  in  general  of  a  flat  character^ 
containing  a  great  part  of  the  antient  pUdn  of  Ireland,  deno- 
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miDated  Ely.*  It  is  supposed,  by  Sir  Charles  Coote,  that  nearly- 
half  the  contents  of  the  county  were,  in  1801 «  ''  bog,  mountaio, 
and  waste ;  or  not  arable  land,  as  towns,  roads,  water,'*  &c. 
The  towns  occupy  but  a  small  part  of  this  vast  proportion  of  uq- 
cultivated  country.  Great  part  of  the  bog  of  Allen  lies  within 
the  county  limits.  Several  tracts  have  been  reclaimed  since  the 
date  of  Sir  C.  Coote*8  "  Statistical  Survey,"  but  scarcely  to  a 
suffident  extent  to  affect,  materially,  the  probable  correctness  of 
his  calculation.  The  continuous  bogs  and  levels  preclude  all 
possibility  of  picturesque  beauty;  but,  in  the  districts  more  readily 
amenable  to  cultivation,  much  com  is  grown.  The  pastures  are 
not  very  luxuriant,  but,  as  we  are  told  by  Sir  Charles  Coote»  are 
"  kind  and  fattening  in  their  quality,  and  excellent  for  sheep- 
walks.  Stores  and  yearlings  are  the  more  genera]  stock  of  black 
cattle,  and  the  sheep  and  wool  trade  the  most  considerable  pur- 
suit** of  the  pasture  farmers.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  manu- 
factures have,  hitherto,  met  with  little  attention  in  this  district ; 
but  the  linen  trade  is  cultivated  with  some  success,  in  one  quarter 
of  the  county. 

This  county  may  be  described  as  being  well  watered.  We  have 
stated  that  the  river  Shi^nuon  forms  its  western  boundary,  for 
many  miles.  The  little  Brosna,  which  falls  into  that  noble  river, 
divides  it  from  Tipperary ;  and  the  larger  Brosna  vnnds  through 
the  centre  of  the  county.  The  Boyne  and  the  lesser  Barrow  glide 
along  its  eastern  borders.  The  Grand  Canal  crosses  its  northern 
part,  and  conveys  vast  quantities  of  turf,  used  as  fuel,  to  the  city 
of  Dublin. 

There  are  no  towns  of  great  importance,  but  many  handsome 
Yamily-seats.  Amongst  vestiges  of  antiquity,  the  ruins  of  Clon- 
macnois,  comprising  two  round  towers,  are  of  primary  interest. 

*  This  plaio,  though  in  appearanoe  low,  and  almost  covered  with  bof, 
it,  at  its  centre,  which  forms  the  summit-level  of  the  Grand  Canal,  more 
than  t300  feet  above  the  harbour  of  Dublin.  The  waters  prodttced,on  this 
cheerless  plain  find  their  way  to  the  sea  westward  by  the  Shannon,  and 
eastward  by  the  rivers  Barrow,  Boyne  &c.  M.  S.  by  the  late  W. 
Beanferd,  A*  M. 
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As  soine  of  the  principal  proprietors  of  land  may  be  noticed  Earl 
Digby ;  the  Earl  of  Rosse  3  the  Earl  of  Cbarleville  5  and  the 
families  of  Daley,  Stepney,  and  Bernard. 

Pbilipstown,  distant  from  Dublin  thirty-eight  and  a  half  miles, 
towards  the  sonth^west,  is  the  assize  town  of  this  county,  but  is 
otherwise  a  place  of  small  importance^    The  Grand  Canal  passes 
dose  to  one  extremity  of  the  town,  bat  without  communicating 
to  it  any  observable  commercial  benefits.    Here  are  extensive 
barracks,  and  a  county  gaol,  completed  some  few  years  back. — 
This  place  formerly  constituted  the  chief  seat  of  0*Gonor,  dynast 
of  Offaley.    Its  modern  name  was  bestowed  in  honour  of  Philip  II. 
of  Spain,  hnsband  of  Queen  Mary,  to  whose  example  and  influ- 
ence are,  probably,  to  be  attributed  much  of  the  gloomy,  asperity, 
and  many  of  the  contracted  views,  which  marked  the  reign  of  the 
weak  and  faulty,  but  greatly-calumniated,  Mary. — Dingan  Cattle, 
the  seat  of  the  dynast  O'Conor,  was  taken  in  the  year  1536, 
by  Lord  Grey,  then  lord  deputy  >  and  again  by  the  lord  deputy. 
Sir  WiUiam  Belliogham,  in  1546,  at  which  latter  period  O'Conor 
was  forced  to  take  refuge,  with  his  family,  in  the  province  of 
Connao^t.     By  Sir  William  Bellingham  a  castle  was  erected 
here,  the  ruins  of  which  are  still  to  be  seen.     This  place  was 
taken  and  burned  by  the  adherents  of  King  James  II.,  in  169Q. 
Philipstown  gives  the  title  of  baron  to  Viscount  Molesworth,  so 
created  in  1716. 

At  the  distance  of  two  miles  from  Philipstown  is  Cloneabl, 
tiie  seat  of  Willjam  Magan,  Esq.  of  an  antient  Westmeath  family, 
who  lately  served  the  office  of  high  sheriff  of  that  county.  The 
surrounding  country  presents,  with  a  solitary  bat  grand  exception, 
that  of  Croghan  hill,  one  dreary  expanse  of  ho^.  Chiefly  by  the 
efforts  of  the  father  to  the  present  proprietor  (made  at  a.  very 
considerable  expense),  Clonearl,  however  repulsive  in  natural 
circumstances,  has  been  gradually  fonned  into  one.  of  the  finest 
demesnes  to  be  seen  in  this  county.  A  triumph  of  art  entitled  to 
extensive  emulation  !  Great  improvements  of  the  mansion  are 
now  in  progresi^  under  the  auspices  of  the  present  possessor  of 
the  estate. 
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Crogkm  HUi,  wbich  rises  in  lonely  majesty  amid  this  flat  and 
dispiritiDg,  bat  thickly-popnlated^  tract  of  oonntry^  is  of  great 
height  and  circumference^  and  i8>  even  to  its  summit^  beaotiteUy 
clothed  with  verdure.  This  fine  emioence  is  celebrated  by 
Spenser  in  his  ''  Faery  Queen/'  At  the  base  of  the  hill  are  the 
ruins  of  a  church  ;  and>  near  the  summit^  are  some  traces  of  an- 
tiquity, described  by  Sir  Charles  Coote  as  '^  an  antient  buriaU 
place.*' 

At  Edjbmdbr&y,  a  small  and  mean  town  in  this  part  of  the 
county,  are  the  remains  of  a  castle.  This  building  is  situated  on  a 
considerable  eminence,  and  waa,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  the 
residence  of  a  branch  of  the  CoUey,  or  Cowley,  family,  of  Castle- 
Carbery.  Sir  George  CoUey  defended  this  fcntress,  in  1599, 
against  the  abettors  of  Tyrone's  rebellion.  The  property  after- 
wards passed,  by  the  marriage  of  a  female,  into  the  ftimily  of 
Blundell,  Viscount  Blundell,  which  title  is  now  exthict.  On  the 
Castle*>hill  is  a  neat  churdi,  erected  within  the  last  thirty  years. 
Near  this  town  a  religious  house,  termed  MtmoMrwrae,  of  whidi 
remains  still  exist,  was  founded,  in  the  year  1S95,  by  the  fimily 
of  de  Bermingham  of  Carberry,  locally  styled  Mac  Feoris. 

BALYBBrrTAiN^  Otherwise  WAmnsHSTowN,  Castlx,  near  the 
«astem  extremity  of  the  King's  County,  was  ^e  antient  seat  of 
the  femiily  of  Warren,  formerly  very  powerful  in  this  part  of 
Ireland.  Sir  Henry  Warren  garrisoned  this  fortress,  a/mo  1600, 
for  Queen  Elizabeth.  On  the  13th  of  February,  1691>  a  party 
tt  the  adherents  of  James  II.,  headed  by  Lieutenaat«ColoBel 
O'Conor,  took  the  castle  of  fialybrittain^  tphich  thdy  sadced  and 
burnt^  extending  their  ravages^  on  the  same  day,  to  the  neigh* 
touring  town  of  Edenderry.  On  the  decease  of  Sir  Peter  Warreuj 
K,B«  who  died  in  the  command  of  the  navul  station  off  l>ubltn> 
in  the  year  175^,  lea;viBg  no  male  iaave,  the  estate  passed  to  the 
heirs  female.  A  brandb,  however^  of  this  fiuaily  still  eidsts,  aa 
wt  believe,  in  Ireland. 

At  Lkthmore  an  ahbey  was  founded  by  St.  Pulcherios,  called 


ui  th$  Iritb  laognagey  St  MochoeBMN!^  ooQCWiing  w)l9li>  several 
Uie«>f  jsirades  were  iaveate^  ia  pMt  9ge^n    SW  P«lciuMtiii9  dteA- 

Gbabbkll  is  a  small  village^  oompoaed  chMsfly  of.  IbaUJlied. 
eatH9ui,  bill  noted  for.  having  one  of  the  largest  fiiirsi  in  Irdand  ioi: 
the  aale  of  awine.  Here  is  a  Ckarityrsdiool^  open  to  duldren  oi 
all  persaasions,  to  which  Earl  Digby  (whose  ancestor  was  ele-* 
vstod  to  Ibe  pemge,  undec  the  title  of  Baron  Digby  (/  6ea$Mli, 
A.  J>.  Ifi^lO)  is  a  Uberal  contributor  .—rTbe  principfil  interest  of 
this  place  proe^ed^  from  the  rni%«  of  its  Ctvth,  and  the  atory. 
connected  ifitb  that  0truetor.e«  GeaehiU  formerly  belonged  to  the 
Ifi^  fibief  O^Pemps^y  (not  to  O'MoUoy^  ae  ia  assorted  by 
Sewaid) ;  nnd  was  afterwards  posseased  by  the  bouse  of  Kildare. 
Abent  tb0  .year  IQ9Q,  tbia  estate,  paeaed  to  th^  noble,  frmily  dt 
Oigby^.in  ^iae()oenee  ^  jthe  maariage  of  l^dy  Jisstttta,  onlj^ 
^Mgtar  ^  OtraU  I#ord  Qfialeyi  wjtb  Sir  Bobeft  Digby,  of 
Mbl^hil)  In  the  CfHin%y  ^  W^mwifk*  Her  La^ysbip  snryivini^ 
ber  bnab«a4>  eispecieneed  a  m^nMr^le  aiege  in  ber  castle  of 
GeaiUlU  ij»ibe.ai?il  wars  of  tbe  sevenletetb  centory.  An  ao- 
cmml,  Ht  a  «i»naiderable  lengtfai  ixf  tbia  siege^  is  gite«  in  Mr* 
iMkdaU's  edition  pf  the  peerage  of  b eland  (article  Digby>  Lard 
Qi^).i  wd  a  more  conciae  notiee  ia  aiao  preaented  in  th^  third 
rpbipe  of  Ldand's  Hisjisory  of  Irelanc},  Tbia  transaction  took  place 
in  th0.y«ear  l$49.  The  siege  lasted  for  ^eirerai  moutbs,  and  tbo 
garriip9n»  assiated  by  a  0opply  received  from  Sir  phmrfes  Goote, 
Wf^M  in  a  g»llapt  ddif^ncd  antU  th^  Lftdy  Lsstiiia  (wbo,  on  the 
decease  of  her  father^  was  created  Baroness  Offaley  for  life)  was 
ssfelycondncted  from  tbe  castle  by  Sir  fticfaard  Grenville.* 

» 

*  Several  letters  which  passed  between  Lady  Offailey  and  (be  leaders  of 
Aebesleginf  partj,  are  printed  by  Archdall,  in  the  place  noticed  above. 
The  wh(^  of  those  wrlUen  by  her  ladyship  are  MghLy  honourable  to  her 
iphit  and  j^od  ^biise^  ^he  following  answer  to  the  first  summons  of  the 
iMaHMis,  has  been  deemed  worthy  of  Insertion  ia  the  pages  of  regular 
hisloryt 

"  I  received  your  letter,  wherein  you  threaten  to  sack  this  my  castle^ 
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At  KftLBtOH,  distent  aboot  four  milef  from  GeMbill,  m 
abbey  was  fannded^  as  is  believed,  in  the  sixth  centary,  by  St. 
Sincbeal  M'Cenenain.  A  nminery  was  also  founded  here,  fpr  nins 
of  the  order  of  St.Aiigastiii,  by  the  fiamily  of  Warren,  soon  after  the 
arrival  of  the  English.  A  house  of  grey  friars  was  fikewiae  erected 
here,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.— -Some  remains  of  a  retigievs 
straotnre  are  still  to  be  seen,  at  the  foot  of  a  hill  near  the  cbnrdu 

^  TciiLAicoBB,  a  neat  and  thriving  town,  situated  in  the  barony 
of  Balyoowan,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Clodagh,  is  the 
e^ate  of  the  Earl  of  Gharleville.  Few  towns  in  Ireland  have  ex- 
perienced so  rapid  an  improvement,  as  that  now  nnder  consi- 
deration I  a  circamstance  to  be  attriboted,  parttyj  to  the  fHrineiple 
of  re-action  after  the  sostenance  of  calamity*  -  Late  in  the 
eighteenth  centory  Tollamore  was  a  vilhge  of  an  iataior  class, 
consisdng  chiefly  of  mean  and  comfortless  thatched  hovels*  An 
accidental  fire  levelled  those  wretched  habitations  with  the  grovad; 
and,  on  the  site,  has  since  arisen  a  town  of  eligible  disposal  and 
a  fair  aspect.  The  Grand  Canal,  which  mns  along  the  borders 
of  the  town,  is  of  obvious  advantage  to  the  inhabitants,  and  se- 
veral branches  of  traffic  are  here  pursued  with  oonsidemUe  spirit. 
A  handsome  church  has  been  lately  erected,  but,  as  it  wodd 
appear,  at  an  inconvenient  distance  from  the  more  popidoBS  parts 
of  the  town.  This  building,  which  is  higUy  creditable  to  the 
talents  of  F.  Jolmston,  Esq.  the  architect  emirioyed,  was  com- 
pleted in  1818,  with  the  aid  of  £3000  lebt  for  that  purpose  by 
the  Board  of  First  Fruits,    and  the  gift  of  £eO0  from  the 

by  his  mi^etty't  authority.  I  am,  and  ever  have  baeoy  a  loyal  ml^act 
and  a  good  neigliboiir  amon^^  you,  and,  therefore,  cannot  bat  wonder  at 
SQch  an  attanlt.  1  thank  yon  for  yonr  offer  of  a  convoy,  wherein  I  hold 
littla  MLfety.  And,  therefore,  my  resolution  is,  that  being  free  fron 
offending  his  m^esty,  or  doing  wrong  to  any  of  yoa,  I  will  live  and  die 
innocently  f  and  will  do  my  best  to  defend  my  own,  leaving  the  issne  t» 
God.  Though  I  have  been,  and  atill  am,  desirous  to  avoid  the  shedding 
of  christian  blood,  yet,  being  provoked,  your  threats  shall  no  wit  dismay  ae« 

"  LETTICB  OFFALIA.*' 
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same  source.    Tallamore  gtves  the  tiile  of  baron  to  the  Earl  of 
Gharlerille. 

In  the  immediate  Ticmity  of  the  above  town  is  the  costly 
maosion,  and  very  fine  demesne^  of  the  Earl  of  Charleville. 
The  honse  is  a  spacious  stmctare^  recently  erected^  chiefly  in 
imitation  of  an  antient  English  castle^  after  the  designs  of  Francis 
Johnston^  Esq.  The  demesne  is  very  extensive^  and  truly  beau- 
tifal^  although  surrounded  by  bogs  and  moors,  flat,  dreary,  and 
repulsive.  The  plantations  are  eminently  fine,  and  the  hand  of 
tasteful  cultivation  is,  indeed,  visible  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  grounds.  The  river  Clodagh,  supplied  by  several  mountain- 
streams,  pnrkoes  a  rapid  course  through  this  demesne,  often 
Uliii|f  piretifi&toaaly  over  disjointed  masses  of  rock.  Sequestered 
and  lovely  walks  are fdrmed  upon  the  banks  of  the  river.  A  dis- 
gusting' piece  oi  moor-land  has  been  converted  into  a  lake  ;  and 
various  deeoriU^ve  ojperatiohs  of  art  reflect  high  honour  on  the 
good  taste»  and  munificent  spfrit,  of  the  successive  noble  owners 
of  tUs  estsrte. 

Withia  oB«  ttile  of-TnDamore  are  the  remains  of  Baltcowen 
(mere  prcqiierly  Balt^^Ecouen)  Castle.  This  structure,  when 
ia  its  pride  ^  strength,  was  taken  from  0*Melaghlin,  A.  D. 
1536,  by  Leonard  Lord  Grey,  then  lord  deputy.  Queen  Eliza- 
beth having  confiscated  the  estate  of  Art  0*Melaghlin,  repre- 
sentative of  the  aaHeot  kings  of  Meath,  *'  chief  of  the  line  of 
Heremom,'*  granted, '  in  1689,  a  portion  of  his  property,  in- 
cluding the  castle  of  Baly-ecouen  and  the' district  of  Moye]y,  to 
Thomas  Morres,  Esq.^  This  castle  surrendered  to  Sir  Hardress 
WaUer,  the  republican  general^  in  1650,  and  has  since  sunk 
progressively  into  decay.  The  extent  of  the  ruins  evince  its 
former  strength  and  importance. 

DuBROW,  now  a  small  village,  was  formerly  a  place  of  some 

•  RoITs  Office.— The  above  named  Thoniat  Morres,  Esq.  erected  the 
mansion  of  Moyela^  in  the  style  usually  denominated  Elizabethan  i  of 
which  bailding  the  walls  are  still  remaining.  The  manors  granted  to  him 
by  Queen  EliKabeth  afterwards  passed  to  the  family  of  Herbert. 


138  BKAUTIM  Of   IftBLANO. 

notOj  on  acooant  of  a  monaatic  matitution,  founded  by  St.  Co* 
lamb>  A.  D.  646.  In  later  times^  as  we  are  informed  by  Wara 
and  Archdallj  a  monastery  for  regnlar  canons  of  St.  Attgaatin  was 
footded  at  tbe  same  place.  In  1175^  this  religions  house,  and 
the  snrroanding  6oantry,  were  laid  waste  by  the  English.*  After 
tbo  dissolution  of  monasteries,  Dorrow  Abbey  was  granted,  by 
Qaeen  EUzabetb>  to  Nicholas  Herbert,  Esq.  who  converted  it 
into  his  family  residence.  The  estate  afterwards  passed  to  the 
Ismily  of  Stepney,  in  which  it  is  still  Tested. 

CiiAMA,  situated  to  the  north  of  ]>orrow,  is  a  small  but  rather 
neat  town,  having  annual  fairs,  and  a  weekly  market,  at  wluoh 
much  com  is  sold.  In  the  vicinity  of  thia  tovrn  occurred,  ia  the 
year  1821,  one  of  those  phenomena  denominated  movhg'  b9g9. 
The  best  account  of  this  destructive  aad  terrific  operation  of  nature 
is  contained  in  a  letter  of  Richard  Griffith,  Esq.  mining  engineer, 
whose  name  and  talents  we  have  b^ore  had  occasion  to  notice, 
and  who  was  requested  by  the  Royal  Dublin  Society  to  visit  the 
scene  iA  devastation.  The  eruption  commenced  on  the  85th  of 
June,  1621  \  and  the  very  curious  and  satisfiiotory  letter  of  Mr; 
Griffith  is  dated  the  l^h  of  July  following^  We  present,  in  the 
margin,  extracts,  conveying  the  principid  information  afforded  by 
tins  experienced  and  skilful  engineer.*)' 

*  It  is  said,  by  soaie  writers, ^at  Sir  Hugbile  Ita^y^  £aii  of  M««ia, 
WAS  murdered  at  Durrow,  19  Ihe  year  1185,  wliUe  superioteodiDg  tlie 
works  of  a  casUOf  commenced  npon  the  site  of  St.  Columb's  Abbey. 
According  to  other  aathorities  this  act  of  assassination  took  place  at  Ard* 
norcher,  in  Westmeatb.  It  is  genepally  adaiitled  that  the  eari  was  slain 
frem  beblod,  whilst  in  a  stooping  postsre,  by  the  blow  •i  an  axe,laiictea, 
according  to  varying  assertions,  either  by  one  of  k\»  owA  ceiiptryvi^  aad 
inmediate  followers,  or  by  an  Irishman,  named  OXahary. 

f  "  The  bog  of  Xilmaleady,  from  whence  the  eruption  brokf  out, 
situated  about  two  miles  to  the  north  of  ihe  village  of  Clara,  in  the  King's 
County,  is  of  considerable  extent  |  it  may  probably  contaip  fboatSOO 
acres  \  tn  many  parts  it  is  40  feet  in  dcpth^  and  it  is  considered  to  be  the 
wettest  bog  in  the  country.  It  is  bounded  on  all  sides,  except  the  sontji^ 
by  steep  ridget  of  hi^h  land,  which  are  composed,  at  the  topi  of  limes^BO 
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Near  Clara  is  Ckaries^taiim ;  coutigaottt  to  which  village  ia  tiie 
CA3TI.B  OF  KiLcouas^Yj  oQce  a  place  of  conaideraUe  atrengkh. 

gnfel,  and  beDeatb  of  Gavernoiu  limettone  rock»  cootainiog  sobterraneaa 
streams}  but  the  gouthern  face  of  the  bog  U  opes  to  a  moory  Yalley,  about 
a  qoarter  of  a  mile  in  breadth,  which,  for  nearly  a  mile  in  length,  takei  a 
Mvthern  direction  in  the  lands  of  Liiaaisfcy,  and  tbca  torat  at  right  angles 
to  the  westy  and  continuee  gradually  wideoJng  for  upwards  of  two  miles. 
Tbroagh  the  centre  of  this  valley  flows  a  stream  about  twelve  feet  in 
bfeadcb,  which  serves  as  a  discharge  for  the  waters  from  the  bog  and 
the  MiTonnding  country,  and  finally  joins  the  river  Brosna  above  the 
bridge  of  Ballycumber. 

**  The  bog  of  Kilmaleady,  like  all  other  deep  and  wet  bogs,  is  com* 
poiedy  for  the  first  eight  or  ten  Ibet  from  the  surface  downward,  of  a 
reddisl^browii  spongy  mass,  formed  of  the  still  nndecomposed  fibres  of  the 
bog  mess,  spikagRvm-^fiMfre,  which,  by  capillary  attraction,  absoibs 
water  in  great  quantity.  Beneath  this  fibrous  mass,  the  bog  gradually 
becones  pulpy,  till,  at  length,  towards  the  bottom^  it  assumes  the  appear* 
sBca,  and*  when  ezamiaedf  the  consistence  of  a  black  mud,  rather  heavier 
tbaa  water. 

**  The  surface  of  the  bog  of  Kilmaleady  was  elevated  upwards  of 
twenty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  valley,  from  which  it  rose  at  a  very 
•teep  angle,  and  its  external  Ckoe,  owing  to  the  uncommon  dryness  of  the 
•etioB,  beiog  much  firmer  than  usual,  the  inhabitants  of  the  vicinity  were 
enabled  to  sink  their  tarf  holes,  and  cut  turf  at  ihe  depth  of  at  least  ten 
feet  beneath  the  surface  of  the  valley,  and,  in  fact,  until  they  reached  the 
blue  day  which  forms  the  substratum  of  the  bog.  Thus,  the  fhces  of  many 
of  the  tarf  hanks  reached  the  unusual  height  of  thirty  feet  perpendicular  i 
vhen,  at  length,  on  the  19th  day  of  June,  the  lower  pulpy  and  muddy  part 
of  the  bog,  which  possessed  little  cohesion,  being  unable  to  resist  the  great 
pressure  of  water  from  behind,  gave  way,  and  being  once  set  In  motioB, 
fiealed  the  upper  part  of  the  bog,  and  continued  to  move  with  astonishing 
velocity  aloag  the  valley  to  the  soaffaward,  forcing  before  it  not  only  thel 
clamps  of  tnrf  on  the  edge  of  the  bog,  but  evea  patches  of  the  moory  mea- 
dews*  to  the  depth  of  asvenal  ibaC*  4ie  gnms  snvlace  of  which  heaved  aad 
timed  over  alsMmt  like  the  waves  of  the  oeean ;  so  that  in  a  very  short 
•puceof  lime  the  whole  vaitey,  te  the  breadth  «f  about  a  quarter  of  aifiile 
between  the  bag  edge  aad  the  base  of  the  hiUef  lisanisky,  was€*v>ere4 
vidi  bog  to  the  depth  af  from  eight  to  ten  fleet,  and  appealed  everywhere 
"tedded  with  gseen  patches  of  moory  meadow* 

*'  The  hill  of  Lisanisky  retarded  the  progress  of  the  bog  for  seme  time  i 
«ileagih  it  began  to  flow  at  right  aagies  in  Us  fiiat  course  along  the  valfoyt' 
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The  barony  of  KilcodrBeVj^  which  now  gives  the  title  of  viscount 
to  the  family  of  Lambart,  Earls  of  Gavan^  was  formerly  denomi- 

where  it  tnnit  to  tlie  west,  and  continued  with  nnabated  rapidity  till  it 

reached  the  bog  road  of  Kilbride  (which  runt  directly  across  the  vallej, 

and  it  elevated  five  or  six  feet  above  it),  and  choalLed  up  the  bridge  through 

which  the  waters  of  the  stream  pass.    This  barrier  retarded  the  progress  of 

the  bog  for  five  daysi  at  the  end  of  that  time,  the  accumulation  was  snch, 

from  the  stUl  moving  bog  and  the  waters  of  the  stream,  that  it  flowed  over 

the  road,  and  covered  the  valley  to  the  south  of  it  for  about  half  a  mile, 

flowing  with  varied  velocity,  till  it  was  again  stopped,  for  a  few  hours, 

as  I  understand,  by  a  second  road  across  the  valley,  leading  from  Clara 

to  Woodfield.    Having  also  overcome  this  obstacle,  it  proceeded  slowly 

westward!  and  if  its  progress  had  not  been  checked  by  the  very  judicious 

means  that  have  been  employed,  the  whole  extent  of  the  valuable  meadows, 

which  compose  the  valley  where  it  expands  to  the  westward,  must  long 

since  have  been  covered.    But,  when  the  bog  had  passed  over  the  road  of 

Kilbride,  and  the  consternation  in  the  country  became  general,  at  the 

desire  of  the  lords  justices,  Mr.  CSregory  employed  Mr.  Killaly,  engineer 

to  the  Directors-general  of  Inland  Navigation,  to  carry  into  execution  any 

works  that  could  be  devised  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  iK>g.    Mr.  Killaly 

at  once  perceived,  that  the  only  feasible  remedy  was  to  draw  off  the  water 

that  had  accumulated}  and  to  accomplish  this  end,  he  employed  a  nuvber 

of  labourers  to  open  the  course  of  the  stream  where  it  was  choaked  up* 

and  also  the  drains  through  the  valley  that  could  be  dfirected  into  the  stream. 

By  this  means  the  head  of  water  was  soon  lowered,  and  in  consequence 

the  bog  ceased  to  flow — and  all  the  loose  masses  which  floated  on  the  river 

were  broken  to  pieces,  by  labourers  placed  at  intervals  throughout  tta 

course. 

"  I  shall  now  describe  the  present  appearance  and  state  of  the  bog  and 
moory  valley. 

**  In  the  centre  of  the  bog,  for  the  space  of  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in 
length,  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  breadth,  a  valley  has  been  formed,  sloping 
at  the  bottom  from  the  original  surface  of  the  bog,  to  the  depth  of  30  feet, 
where  the  eruption  first  took  place.  In  this  valley  or  gulf,  there  are  num- 
berless concentric  cute,  or  fissures,  filled  with  water  nearly  to  the  top. 

^*  The  valley  between  the  edge  of  the  bog  and  the  road  of  Kilbride,  for 
the  length  of  half  a  mile,  and  an  extent  of  between  60  and  80  acres,  may 
be  considered  as  totally  destroyed.  It  Is  covered  by  tolerably  firm  bog, 
from  six  to  ten  feet  in  depth,  consisting  at  the  surface  of  numberless  grooo 
islands,  composed  of  detached  parts  of  the  moory  meadows,  and  of  small 
rounded  patches  of  the  original  heathy  surface  of  the  bog,  varying  from 
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Dated  ''Fox*8  Country/*  and  woa  the  territory  of  the  family  of 
O'Shenagh,  or  Fox,  who$e  seat  is  termed  Ciogkatana.  In  the 
garden  is  still  to  be  seen  the  rock,  or  stone,  upon  which  the  chiefs 
of  this  line  were  iaangnrated,  on  acceding  to  the  toparchy. — In 
this  district,  also,  oocar  BsIymMunian  and  JUIarthbrookf  seats  of 
the  family  of  Marsh  -,  Kiifylan,  the  seat  of  an  antient  branch  of 
the  family  of  De  Bermingham  ^  and  Prospect,  the  residence  of  Mr* 
Holmes,  to  which  are  attached  extensive  bleaching-greens. 

Mouniarmstrong,  beautifolly  sitaated  on  rising  groond  over 
the  river  Brosna,  which  winds  through  a  luxuriant  plain,  is  the 
seat  of  the  family  of  Armstrong,  of  which  name  there  are  several 
resident  gentlemen  in  this  quarter. 

Fbbbans,  Firbanb,  or  Fbarbanb,  is  a  small  post  and  fair 
town,  finely  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Brosna,  which  river  rolls 
its  clear  waters  through  a  verdant  plain,  its  banks  adorned  with 
rich  and  picturesque  plantations.  The  views  from  the  bridge  are 
eminently  pleasing,  and  embrace,  on  either  hand,  the  principal 
objects  in  this  attractive  display  of  river-scenery. 

In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  above  town,  and  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  river,  is  Gallbn,  or  Gillan,  a  lovely  seat,  lately  the 
residence  of  a  branch  of  the  Armstrong  family.  A  Monastery  was 
founded  at  this  place,  according  to  Colgan  (Acta  S  S.  p.  312)  so 

two  to  ten  feet  In  diameter,  which  are  separated  from  each  other  by  brown 
pslpy  bog,  and  the  bed  of  the  original  stream  is  elevated  to  about  eight 
or  ten  feet  above  its  former  coiirse»  so  as  to  flow  over  the  road. 

'^  Beyond  the  road  to  Kilbride  the  bog  has  flowed  for  one  mile  west- 
wird,  and  covered  from  50  to  70  acres ;  in  this  part  the. heathy  patches  ef 
hog  generally  lessen  In  quantity  i  the  green  Islands  disappear,  and  nothing 
is  observed  bat  a  thin  deposit,  consisting  of  a  grannlated  black  bog  mod, 
varying  from  one  to  three  feet  in  thickness.  This,  though  destructive  for 
the  present  year,  may,  when  dry,  be  barot,  and  removed  for  manure  to 
the  neighbouring  aplands,  or  left  on  the  spot  to  fertilize  the  valley. 

"  Thos,  the  whole  distance  which  the  bog  has  flowed  is  about  three  miles 
la  length,  namely,  one  mile  and  a  half  in  the  bog,  and  the  same  distance 
over  the  moory  valley  \  and  the  extent  covered  amounts  to  about  150  acres.** 
—Letter  of  R.  Griffith,  Mining  Engineer,  &c>  ui  tupra. 
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early  as  the  year  493,  by  St.  Canec.  We  are  uAd  by  Mae  Oeog- 
began  tbat  &  celebrated  aekooi  was  establiabed  here,  in  the  year 
890,  by  '^  Bome  emigrants  from  Wales."  O'Melaghltn,  aided  by 
Te%-roe  (O'Melaghlin)  and  Edmnnd  Faye,  an  Aoglo-Norman 
leader,  wasted  this  abbey  in  1548;  bat  it  was  speedily  restored, 
and  still  existed  in  Colgan's  time.  On  the  suppression  of  mo- 
imsteries  this  house  was  granted  to  Sir  Gerald  Moore.  The  Castle 
of  Chillen  was  bnilt  by  Mac  Coghlan,  and  was  taken  and  plandered 
by  Ireton,  in  16S0. 

Among  other  seats  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  same  town 
may  be  noticed  Kuicor,  the  residence  of  the  Jessop  family ;  and 
Balylin,  the  handsome  honse,  and  wen4mproved  demesne,  ef  the 
family  of  King.  t 

At  the  distance  of  ene  mile  and  a  half  from  Ferbane  are  seen 
the  noble  rains  of  Kilcoloan,  or  Kilcoghlan,  Castle,  formerly 
the  seat  of  Mac  Coghlan,  antient  dynast  of  a  large  tract  of  ooon- 
try,  comprising  the  baronyof  Garrycastle,  or  Lower  Ddvin,  and 
sevend  adjoining  districts. 

SfRAWBBXBT  HiLL,  distant  three  miles  from  Ferbane,  and 
one  mile  from  the  high  road,  was  erected  by,  and  formed,  at  the 
time  of  his  decease,  the  residence  of,  the  late  Thomas  Coghlaa 
Esq,  M.  P.  for  the  borough  of  Banagher,  who  was  neoally  styled 
''  The  Maw,"  and  was  chief  of  the  name  and  arms  of  Mac  Coghlan, 
antient  dynasts  of  Lower  Delvin,  otherwise  "  Mac  Coghlan's 
country."  The  estate  of  this  gentleman  extended  several  miles 
in  length  and  breadth,  and  contained  numerons  castle-ruins.  It 
ivas  inherited  by  him  directly  from  hb  iUustrious  aaoestoirs  ;  and 
coBstitntBd,  as  we  beUeve^  one  <3i  the  oldest  hereditary  temirea 
of  landed  property,  passing  by  regular  male  descent,  to  be  feitiid 
in  the  possession  of  any  family  in  Europe.^ 

*  With  (he  assiitance  of  a  distini^oished  correspondent,  to  whom  this 
work  is  greatly  indebted,  (the  Chev.  De  Montmorency)  we  are  enabled 
to  present  the  following  particolars  relating  to  Mr.  Coghlan,  in  whom 
were  most  cnrionsly  retained,  even  in  our  own  days,  many  characteristics 
of  the  Irish  chieftain  of  the  *<  olden  times.*'— Thomas  Coghlan,  Esq.— or, 
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MorsTOWN^  a  niaiiBioD  oli  the  borders  of  tbe  i;if er  BrMiia>  it 
the  aatient  seat  of  the  L*  Estrange  family.  Thomas^  afterwards 
Sir  Thomas  L'Estraoge,  Knt.  of  this  place^  was  appointed  one 
oi  the  qaeen*B  privy  cooodlj  in  the  ysiar  1382. 

Gleah«Ussbn>  Gleans,  or  G««in>  is  sitaaAed  near  Perbane. 
An  abbey  was  foanded  here  by  St.  Diermit,  or  Dermott,  whose 
festifalis  observed  on  the  Stli  of  Jaly.  8t,  Coemgaa,  successor 
of  the  foavder,  died  4mmo  Si6S,  No  racofds  of  this  abbey  have 
beea  discovered  of  a  later  date  than  1082.  At  this  place  stood  a 
castle>  which  was  fotfefited  in  1641,  by  0*Mooney,  the  auitieift 
fPOfptuix>r.  In  the  same  district  flonrished,  in  nges  long  past; 
the  j^bi^  of  Mugnm,  foiiiiAed>   as  is  sald>  by  St.  Finan  of 

• 

in  attention  to  local  phraseoloj^y, '/  The  Maw/*  for  be  was  not  known,  or 
addressed,  on  his  own  domain  by  any  other  appellation — wasa  remarkabl^r 
Ifsodsome  man;  gallant;  eccentric;  proud;  satirical;  hospitable  in  the 
extreme ;  and  of  expensive  habits.  In  disdain  of  modern  opinions,  he 
idhcrsd  to.  Ihe  nationai  tastoms  i>f  Ireland,  and  the  modes  of  Hvhig  prac- 
tised by  \m  aneeslDrs.  His  4uMiSe  was  ever  lOpaa  to  strasigers.  His  tsnasfft 
held  their  lands  M  Will)  and  paid  their  rehtsi,  aeeordlng  to  the  antfent 
fiuhien ,  partly  in  kind,  and  the  remainder  in  .money*  '^  The  Maw  *'  le  fled 
the  fines  of  mortmain  when  a  vassal  died.  He  became  heir  to  the  defonct 
farmer ;  and  no  law  was  admissible,  or  practised,  within  the  precincts  of 
Mac  CeghtnB*s  domain,  hat  suth  as  savoared  of  Ihe  Brehon  code.  It  mast 
be  obserTod,  however,  that,  most  commonly,  the  "  MawV  cotirmands, 
enforced  by  the  impresaive  application  of  his  horsewhip,  decided,  instantWf 
a  llt^ated  point!  From  dias  brief  outline  it  mis[ht  be  sapposed  thai  we 
were  tallbingof  Ireland  early  in  the  seventeenth  oeatory ;  bnt  Mr.  Cofhlan 
died  not  longer  back  than  abont  the  jear  1790.  With  him  perished'the 
rade  grandeur  of  his  long-drawn  Tine*  He  died  without  Issue,  and  desti- 
tute of  any  legitimate  male  representative  to  Inherit  hib  name,  although 
■MMi  «f  hisfoBowens  wero  af  the «6fpt4>f  Ihe  Goghlasift,  none  of  whom,  how- 
efer,  wmw  atricUy  ^wtiified*  oc  weoe  «nlliBlred.by  the  *^  Ma4f^"  to  ^aa  Iho 
•Vac,  or  to  claim  any  relationship  with  himself.  Bis  great  estate  passed, 
at  his  decease,  to  the  son  <of  his  sister,  the  late  Right  ^on.  Denis-Bo wes 
Daly,  of  DalyVtown,  county  of  Galway ;  who,  likewise,  had  no  children, 
and  who,  shortly  before  his  death  in  1891,  sold  the  Mac  Coghlan  estate  to 
divers  penons,  the  chief  purchaser  being  Thomas  Bernard,  Esq.  M.  P.  -for 
this  tiownty.  In  whom  the  larger  proportion  of  the  property  b  now  vetted. 
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,  Cionard,  on  a  piece  of  land  given  to  htm  by  Carbur,  Kia^  of 
Lein9ter. 

DooNE  CastlEj  a  rninous  fabric  in  this  part  of  theoonntjr^ 
was  for  many  ages  the  residence  of  O'Mooneyj  chief  of  a  sept 
which  is  said  to  derive  from  a  branch  of  O'Canor  Failge.  This 
lamily^  however,  was  long  tributary  to  Mac  Cogfalan>  during 
which  time  the  manor  of  Doone  was  held  by  O'Mooney,  on  the 
tenure  of  supplying  the  residence  of  tie  Maw,  daily,  with  a  certain 
quantity  of  "  Milch.'*  This  antient  family  became  extinguished, 
in  the  direct  line,  on  the  decease  of  the  late  Owen  Mooney^ 
Esq.  whose  nepheW,  -»—  Enr^ght,  Esq.  has  assumed  his  mother's 
family  name,  and  is  now  owner  of  the  estate.  The  present  family 
residence  is  a  plain  house,  of  little  interest.  The  Castle  was  origi- 
nally a  spacious  structure,  seated  on  a  rock.  One  tower  remains, 
covered  with  a  thick  and  sombre  coat  of  ivy.  The  neighbouring 
country  people  cherish  a  tradition,  respecting  a  dreadful  massacre 
sud  to  have  been  perpetrated  in  this  castle,  by  O'Mooney,  on  cer* 
tain  chieftains,  his  rivals,  whom  he  had  invited  .to  a  banquet  within 
its  walls.  The  legend  adds,  that  never  since  the  day  of  this  base 
violation  of  the  laws  of  hospitality,  has  the  sun  deigned  to  glance 
upon  the  profaned  mansion.  Tlie  gloomy  aspect  of  Doone  tower 
is  well  suited  to  the  preservation^  and  popular  belief^  of  anch  a 
traditionary  tale. 

BALTCUMBEn  is  a  neat  and  truly  pleasing  village,  watered  by 
the  Brosna,  over  which  river  is  a  good  stone  bridge. .  Jlere  is  a 
handsome  seat,  belonging  to  the  Armstrong  family,  lately  occu- 
pied by  Richard  O'Connor,  Esq. 

Balyard,  or  Beafard,  and  MauiU-Mullochf  in  tliis  district, 
are  seats  o^he  family  of  Mullock.  At  the  dia^nce  of  two  miles 
from  Bdyenmberis  Caaile*  Armstrong,  the  seat  of  Mr.  Armstrong; 
near  which  are  the  ruins  of  Lemmuig-ktm  Ckurch  and  Cattle,  en- 
compassed by  an  expanse  of  bog.  On  this  dreary  spot  a  monas- 
tery was  founded  in  the  seventh  century,  of  which  scarcely  any 
records  are  now  remaining. .  The  castle  constituted  the  antient 
seat  of  a  chief  branch  of  the  O'MoUoys. 
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■    ^ 

The  i&terestiog  nihis  of  ClvaN}  or  Clokm acnois  (the  seclu- 
M  recess  of  the  sods  of  nobles)  are  sitaated  on  the  banks  of  the 
rirer  Shannon,  in  the  north-western' part  of  this  connty.  We  are 
told  by  Sir  James  Ware,  and  the  authorities  quoted  in  his  His- 
tory of  the  Bishopb  of  Ireland,  that  the  Abbey  of  Glonmacnois 
was  founded,  A.  D.  548,  by  St.  Kieran^  or  Giaran,  who,  like 
Vraiis,  first  bishop  of  Mayence,  in  GermtlDy,  was  the  son  of  a 
carpenter.  The  site  of  the  Abbey,  together  with  many  neigh- 
bouring parishes  and  town-lands,  was  granted  to  Kieran  by  D^r- 
mod,  monarch  of  Ireland,  the  son  of  Fergos-Cerbhaol,  son,  or 
grandson,  of  Conal,  one  of  the  sons  of  King  Nial,  snmamed  of 
"  the  Nine  Hostages,*''  progenitor  of  the  houses  of  0*MelaghHn 
ttodO'Ncni. 

The  religions  house  founded  at  Clonmacnois  speedily  became 
a  monastery  of  great  wealth  and  celebrity  ;  but  St>  Kieran  pre- 
sided over  the  foundation  for  no  more  than  one  year.  He  died  at 
thb  j^acCf  on  the  9th  of  September,  549,  and  was  succeeded  by 
St.  Tigernnch.  The  abbey-church  was  afterwards  converted  into 
a  cathedral  5  and  the  monastery,  which  belonged  to  r^;ular  ca- 
oonaof  St.  Augustin,  had  the  reputation,  for  many  ages,  of  pos- 
cesstng  more  ample  revenues  than  any  similar  institution  in  Ire- 
Uad.*  '*  This  monastic  establishment,*'  says  Mr.  Archdall,  <'  was 
pecaliarly  and  universaUy  esteemed ;  it  was  uncommonly  exten- 
sive, and  amazingly  enriched  by  various  kings  and  princes;  Its 
landed  property  was  so  great,  and  the  number  of  cells  and  monas- 
teries subjected  to  it  so  numerous,  that  almost  half  of  Ireland  was 
aaid  to  be  within  the  bounds  of  Clonmacnoise.     And,  wltat  was  a 

*  For  a  ^eat  part  of  its  celebrity  the  monastery  was  indebted  to  the 
excellence  of  the  tuition,  aiforded  to  distinguished  youth,  by  its  learned 
inmates.  **  It  became  celebrated,"  writes  Dr.  O* Conor,  **  on  tbo  conti- 
■ent,  when  St.  Colcha  was  the  Fer-lelgiid,  tbht  is,  moderator  of  the 
Schoola,  or  Lecturer,  there,  In  791*  Charlemagae  sent  him  a  pTfMnt  of 
fifty.  Shekels,  through  the  hands  of  his  favoured  Alcuin,  aa  appears  iyi 
Alcaia*!  epistle  to  Colchu,  poblished  by  Usher.  It  was  the  school  ivhera 
the  aobility  of  Coaaacht  had  their  children  cdncated,  and  was  therefore 
called  CivuM-me-Roify  the  secluded  recess  of  the  sons  of  nobles."— Appea- 
dii  to  Bib.  MS.  Stoweasis,  p.  39. 
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atroDg  iadaoemeut,  and  cofitriboted  much  towards  enridiiog  this 
hoiiae^  it  was  belier^  that  aH  persona  who  were  interred  in  the 
holy  gronnd  belonging  to  it»  bad  insured  to  themseiTea  a  sore  and 
immecUate  aaoent  to  heaven  $  many  princes  (it  ia  aoppoeed  for  this 
reason)  chose  this  for  the  pkce  of  tlieir  sepaltnre." 

The  reverence  with  whieh  most  classes  appeared  to  regt^Hk 
thia.  ocmsecrated  spot>  proved,  however,  unable  to  preserve  it 
from  the  inroads  of  ferocity  and  avarice.  The  annals  o£  Ckm- 
macnois  are,  indeed,  stained  with  instances  anosaaUy  freqnent  of 
aacrii^ioua  rapine.  The  great  wealth  of  the  see  and  abbey  at- 
tracted the  spoliating  visits  of  all  parties.  '*  The  abbey  and 
town,**  observes  the  author  last  cited,  ''  were  frequently  plan- 
dered,  burnt,  and  destroyed  by  despoilers  of  every  kind,  fross 
the  unpolished  Irish  desperado  to  the  empurpled  king.**  The 
tiarbarous  Ostmen  repaired  to  the  plunder  of  this  rfillgions  placc» 
as  if  to  a  periodical  harvest  ^  and  some  parties  of  the  English, 
after  their  seitlement  in  Ireland,  imitJid;ed,  in  several  years,  the 
rapacity  of  those  unhallowed  free^booters. 

We  gladly  present,  in  relief  of  so  dreary  a  picture,  some  few 
particulars  of  local  history,  relating  to  peaceful  transactiofis.  !■ 
840,  there  was  bekl  at  Clonnacnois  a  great  convention,  by  Fey- 
lim  M'CiiomthaQ,  King  of  Gashell,  at  which  were  present  the 
princes  of  Ireland,  and  most  of  the  prindpal  men  of  thefcingdon^ 
when  Neill  Callan,  Prince  of  Ulster,  son  of  Hagh^Oimiodhe, 
0*NeiU,  monarch  of  Ireland,  submitted  and  did  homage  to  Fey- 
lim.    The  annalist  Tigernach  died  here,  in  the. year  1068. 

In  1155,  Tordelvach  O  Conor,  <'  King  of  Cotmaught,  Meatii 
and  Breffiny,  and  monarch  of  all  Ireland,  was  interred  near  to  the 
altar  of  St.  Kieran.'*  He  directed  ^*  his  horse  and  arms  to  be 
deposited  in.this  abbey,  on  acconnt  of  his  singular  reverence  for 
the  patron  siunt."  In  1170,  money  was  C(»ned  atClonmacaoie^ 
In  1198,  Roderic  0*Conor,  the  last  monarch  of  Irekad,  was 
burled  in  the  great  church,  on  the  north  side  of  the  high  attar.* 

*  Tbii  vnf«rtoBato  tovereifn  died  in  ike  moaulery  of  Comg^  Gi.  ff 
Mmffo^  under  which  bead  9e«  his  death  again  nentioaed,  withaame'lvrtlMr 

iwrticulars. 
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The  inflUnces  of*  regal  interment  at  this  place  are  extremely  nd- 
nerotts.  The  aimve  are  noticed,  da  acooant  of  the  exact  loenlity 
of  sepvhare  preserved  by  history. 

The  period  has  not  been  oonfectly  ascertaiaed,  at  which  Clou- 
BiMnoia  was  conetitoted  an  ^scopid  see.  Many,  indeed,  affirm 
that  St.  Kieran. was  the  iirst  biabop }  and  Sir  J.  Ware,  commefn- 
eiog  with  that  saint,  names,  with  few  iiiterriq>tions,  a  sttccessioii 
of  prelates  down  to  the  year  1568,  at  which  time  tins  seel  was, 
by  pavlsanMfitary  authority,  umted  to  the  btsliopric  of  Meath, 
which  vntom  has  er^r  since  snbsisted.*  The  cathedral  was  en- 
dowed with  targe  posseasions,  and  was,  says  Ware,  ^'  abore  all 
others  famous  for  the  sepalcfares  of  the  nobMity  and  bishops.'* 
Many  antieftt  inscriptioBs  have  been  discovered  amongst  the 
niins  at  this  place,  some  in  Latin  and  others  in  Irish,  bat  not  any 
in  Hebrew  or  Greek,  as  is  said  by  Sir  J.  Ware>  Mr.  Arcbdall, 
aad  other  writers. 

W»  have  already  stated  that  the  great  sanctity  attached  to 
CionmacBois,  caused  it  to  be  selected  as  a  place  of  sepnltare  by 
many  of  the  antient  princes  of  Ireland.  The  cemetery,  writes 
Archdail,  contained  about  two  Irish  acres,  on  which,  in  addition 
to  the  cathedral,  *^  ten  other  churches  were  afterwards  built*' 
(as  places  of  sepnttore  for  their  families)  "  by  the  kings  and 
petty  prinees  of  the  ciremnjecent  country,  who,  though  at  per* 
petaal  war  whilst  Hving,  were  content  to  rest  peaceably  beside 
each  other.  Tlie  several  founders  named  these  churches  as  fol- 
lows :  Temple  Rigb,  or  Meiaghlin*s  Church,  built  by  O'Melagh- 
lin.  King  of  Meatb,  and  to  this  day  it  is  the  burial  place  of  that 
family 3f  Temple  O'Conor,  bailt  by  OConor  Don;   Temple 

*  See  an  enumeration  of  the  bishops  of  Clonmacnois,  in  Were*s  TTorks, 
bjHarrie,  vol.  i.  p.  103- 174.  The  Deanwjf  of  Clonmacntois  9till  exists, 
aad  is  iliMitioned  io  our  account  of  tlie  diocess  of  Meatb* 

t  Flan  p*Melagfalin,  King  of  Meath,  and  the  learned  Abbot  Coleman 
Mac  AilleaUa,  built,  A.  D.  901,  the  church  called  "  Of  the  Kings  ^ 
which^  became  the  place  of  sepulture  of  the  0*M'e?agllUn  family.  They 
.likewise bnllt  the  great  church,  or  cathedral,  wherein  were  deposited  the 
relics  of  St.  Kieran,  their  patron* — De  Montmorency  MSS. 
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Kelly  i  Temple  Finian,  or  McCarthy,  built  by  M«Cartky-Dioi«, 
of  Manster  5  Temple  Horpan,  or  .  M'Laffy's  Ckarch ;  Tenqile 
Kieran ;  Temple  Ganney  5  Temple  Dmdin,  which  is  novr  the 
parish  charch  ;  and  Temple  M'Dermott.*'  - 

The  remains  of  these  celebrated  buildiogs  are  situated  in  a 
wild  and  cheerless  part  of  the  county,  in  the  vicinity  of  a  laife 
branch  of  the  bog  of.  Allen.  The  immediate  site  of  the  chnrchea 
is  rising  ground^  on  the  eastern  border  of  the  Shaanon,  UM|mes« 
tionably  the  most  digible  spot  which  the  neighbourhood  afibrds. 
The  whole  of  the  buildings  are  now  in  a  state  of  ruin  ^  and  this 
moumfol  assemblage  is  chiefly  indebted  to  the  air  of  grandeor 
spread  over  its  decay,  to  its  lofty  pillar-^towers,  a  species  of 
monument  demonstrative  of  past  magnificence,  and  aknoat  cakn- 
Iftted  to  deride  the  effects  of  time.* 

Few  reftnenxents  of  architecture  appear  to  have  been  employed 
in  the  buildings  at  Cionmacnois  3  and  few,  indeed,  ooaU  be  ex- 
pected on  a  spot  so  often  visited  by  the  sword  and  firebrand  of 
spoliators,  against  whom  the  sanctity  of  the  altar  itsdf  was  no 

*  We  have  noticed,  in  our  introductory  pages,  the  conjecture  of  Mr. 
Harris  as  to  the  Pillar-towers  of  Ireland  being  designed  for  the  aie  of 
"  th«  Anachoret  monks  termed  Stylites.*'    From  the  freqoency,  and  the 
stately  character,  of  these  structures,  it  wosid  appear  to  be  very  unpro- 
bable  that  they  were,   in  reality «  constructed  for,  fanatics  so  few  and 
eccentric.    Some  further  arguments,  derived  from  the  constituent  parts  of 
the  pillars  of  Ireland,  are  presented  by  the  Che  v.  de  Montmorency,  amongst 
which  may  be  noticed  the  following.    *'  In  the  light  in  which  I  view  that 
object,  I  conceive  Symon  the  Stylitc's  pillar  at  Antioch,  to  have  been  a 
lieavy  and  solid  shaft  of  masonry,  of  the  Tuscan  order,  aunuonnted  by  a 
llat  capital  with  a  parapet  or  railingi ;  and,  like  the  Phoenician  Obelisk, 
ascended  outwardly  by  a  spiral  or  winding  stair- way,  without  steps.     A 
•tair-way  of  this  naturet  only  internally,— *  un   escalier  enspirale  et  sans 
marches,' — may  be  seen  and  admired,  in  the  spire  of  the  superb  Gothic 
steeple  called  the  Giralda^  belonging  to  the  cathedral  at  Seville  {   and 
another  in  the  royal  castle  at  Amboise*    In  this  way,  alone,  can  I  figure 
to  myself,  the  possibility  of  many  persons  communicating  and  conversiB^ 
at  once  with  the  Stylite.    The  slender  shape  and  construction  of  the  Iricfa 
Pillar,  precludes  the  practicability  of  holding  any  such  colloquies,  eitlier 
within  or  withoutside/'— Essay  on  the  Origin,  &c.  of  the  Irish  PUImr- 
tuwer,  pp.  32-3. 
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protection.  The  structore  termed  Temple,  or  Teampnll^  Mac 
Deraiod^  was  of  the  largest  dimensions,  and  exhibits  the  richest 
archltectiiral  vestiges.  The  northern  door  of  this  fabric  is  of 
the  pointed  form^  and  its  attendant  decorations  exhibit  so^e 
TenaittS  of  scalptnre,  which  will  be  viewed  with  additional  hi-* 
terest,  on  account  of  the  rare  occurrence  of  snch  relics  in  the 
ecclesiastical  edifices  of  this  country.  The  doorcase  is  richly 
oniaaented  thronghont.  In  the  space  over  the  arch  of  entrance 
are  three  figures^  representing  St.  Patrick^  in  ptmtiJScalibut,  and 
8t.  FVancis  and  St.  Dominic^  in  the  habits  of  their  respective 
orders.  Small  carvings,  in  an  npper  band,  again  present  the 
sane  saints,  togiBther  with  Odo,  dean  of  Clonmacnois,  whose 
re-edification  of  this  part  of  the  church  is  denoted  by  the  following 
inscription :  Dous  Odo  Decanus  Ciuanin,  fierU  fecit.  The  west 
^r  of  the  same  church,  also  of  the  pointed  form,  was  less 
ornamented,  and  evidently  in  an  earlier  style  of  architcctnre. 

Here  is  also  an  antient  stone-roofed  chapel^  usually  termed 
St.  Kieram's  ckapeL 

Five  Crosses  were  raised  in  different  parts  of  this  cemetery. 
Of  these  we  are  told,  that  one  was  erected  in  1073,  in  memory 
of  Con.  O*  Mdaghlin,  King  of  Meath,  murdered  that  year  by  his 
nephew  I  a  second  in  1100,  to  0*Heyne,  Dynast,  or  petty  King, 
of  Siol-muireadhy  ;  a  third  to  Rory-ma-Suigfae-buidhe  O* Conor, 
King  of  Conaught,  anno  llIS^  and  a  fourth  to  Tordelvach 
O'Conor,  monarch  of  Ireland,  (father  of  Roderick,  last  monarch,) 
who  died  50th  May,  1155,  aged  68.*  Two  of  the  above  crosses 
are  stal]  in  a  tolerable  state  of  preservation,  and  are  of  large 
proportions.  That  situated  near  the  west  door  of  Temple  Mac 
Dermod  is  fifteen  feet  in  height,  and  is  ornamented  in  every  part 
with  rude  but  elaborate  sculptural  representations  and  devices.f 

*  Monlmor9ncy  MSS. 

t  The  scttlpture  on  this  curious  cross  is  thus  described  by  Dr.  Ledwich 
<ADtiq8.  Ac.  p.  76.)  "  The  figures  are  commemorative  of  St.  Kiaran;  and 
the  re-edification  of  the  church  by  Dean  Odo.  The  eastern  sid^  is  divided 
int«  compartments.  Its  centre,  or  head  and  arms,  exhibit  St.  Kicran  at 
full  length,  being  the  patron  of  Clomacnots.    In  one  band  he  holds'  an 
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In  t)i6  Ticinity  of  the  ecdenaatM^  rwiM  at  tbis  placo  are  two 
RoQod^  or  PiUar,  Towers^  uow  deiMtuiittate^,  fron^  ciicoiMtwie^ 
of  Gontigttpos  baild^ng  or  sepjolltflrf ,  0*RoiirHe*8  tow<y»  m^  Uie 
tower  of  Mac  Cartby-i^ore.  The  foraier^  ^\afik  ip  d^ljjbttte  of 
roofipgj  is^  according  to  Archd|4^,  aifty-two  feet  in  h^ghti  A^ 
waUa  are  three  feet  eight  io^he^  in  thicjcpe^f ,  >{ac  C^*t)^*9 
tower  ia  ii%*8ix  feet  Ugh^  and  seven  feet  in  diamet^^  Wfttiiia. 
The  waUs  are  three  feet  in  t4iickoesa.  Thia  tower  i^  attaclied  to 
the  building  termed  Mac  Carthy's  CbuiY^^  a  small  and  decayed 
etmctarej  of  oonsiderable  anti^i^ity.  The  anoh  of  the  vMr  stiH 
renainSj  and  is  well  executed.  The  door  of  the  tower  opeiM  iato 
the  churphy  and  is  IctcI  with  the  present  snrfiice. 

Ardigioas  hoosefor  Nous  was  founded  here  at  an  eafiy  period. 

hammer,  an4  in  the  other  a  mallet,  fsxpremmi;  ^l^  4^>^otf  h«il|tlyM'  being 
a  carpenter.  Near  him  are  three  men  and  a  4og  dancing,  ao^  in  Ihje  arms 
are  eifht  men  moret  and  above  the  Saint  is  the  porirait  of  Dean  Odo. 
The  men  are  the  artificers  employed  by  Odo,  who  show  their  joy  for  the 
honour  done  to  their  patron  On  the  shaft  are  two  men,  one  slrippio^ 
the  other  of  his  old  purnheats,  allnding  to  the  new  repairs.  Under  theite 
are  two  soldiers,  with  their  swofds  ready  to  defend  the  church  and  rellfi^. 
Next  are  Adam  and  ^ve  an4  the  tree  of  life,  %nd  beneath  an  untperfept 
Irish  Inscription.  On  the  pedestal  are  equestrian  and  chariot  sportji.  On 
the  north  side  is  a  pauper  carrying  a  child,  indicating  the  Christian  virtue, 
Charity.  Below  these  a  shepherd  plays  on  his  pipe,  and  under  him  b  an 
ecclesiastic  sitting  in  a  chair,  holding  a  teacher's  ferula,  on  the  top  of 
which  is  an  owl,  the  symbol  of  Wisdom,  and  its  end  rcats  on  a  beaat,  de- 
noting Ignorance,  flhe  other  sides  are  finely  adorned  With  lose^ge  net- 
work, nebule  mouldings,  roses  and  flowers.'* 

A  great  part  of  this  description  appears  to  be  cxtreificly  fanciful,  and 
is  probably  erroneous.  The  carvings  are  evidently  of  much  greater  anti- 
qaity  than  the  rc-cdiflcatiou  efiected  by  Odo,  which  is  said  to  have  taken 
place  alMut  the  year  1S80.  In  some  strictures  on  Dr.  Ledwicb,  by  a  very 
able  writer  in  the  Gent's  Mag.  for  1792,  are  the  following  remarks  :  **  The 
histories  on  the  shaft  are  tcripivraL  The  first  on  the  south  side  may  he 
the  baptism  ofChritty  as  on  the  Birdkirk  font  in  jirchmohgU^  vo|.  a.  p. 
131  :  the  second,  two  apostles,  one,  perhaps,  St.  Paul,  wiih  a  sword. 
Tk»  pauper  carTjfing  a  child,  on  the  north  side,  is  evidently  St.  Christo* 
pher  carry ifig  the  infant  Jesus-  The  »heph€r4  plojfing  on  ki$  pipe^  with 
two  she^p  at  hyi  feet,  is  |he  Pasior  ^oafit." 


k  Uie  year  1 180»  tbe  dMHrck  of  this  BuHneEy^  **  together  wHh 
the  hovBes  in  the  cherch-yardr"  was  destroyed  hy  aceideDtal  f»e» 
DenorgiUa,.  the  daagbter  ef  Mdrrogh  OMckghlia,  Kieg  o£ 
Mentha  and  wife  of  Tieruah  O'Roirk,  rebmEt  Uie  fabrie.  A  ciff- 
cnlar  arch  (engraved  in  Ware^s  weffks  by  Harna,  voL  i.)  Is  aear 
the  obIv  architectaral  vestige  of  that  stmetare.  At  the  distance 
of  aboot  one  fiirlong  from  the  mined  cathedral  and  abbey^  are 
the  reoudns  of  the  bishop's  palace,  a  strong  bat  rade  bnilding, 
nsdoocd,  aft  the  present  day,  to  an  nointerestiog  mass  of  min. 

,  The  apncioDs  cenetery  of  Ch>nraacnois  k  still  greatly  venenMd 
as  a  place  of  burial.  The  patron  day,  or  anniversary  of  Si.  Kieran, 
is  very  nnmeronsly  attended.  In  the  Statistical  Sarvey  of  this 
parish^  inserted  in  the  work  of  Mr.' Shaw  Mason,  it  is  said  that 
"  from  3000  to  4000  persons  assemble  here  on  that  day  ^ihe  9fh 
of  September)  to  do  penance,  from  different  parts  of  Ireland,  even 
from  the  connty  of  I>onegalL  Tents  and  booths  tut  erected  round 
the  chnrth-yard,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  people."  €loa- 
macnois  is  now  a  vicarage,  in  the  gift  of  the  Bishop  of  Meath. 
The  nearest  village  is  Skannan-bridge  (so  called  from  a  bridKe 
thrown  over  the  river  Shannon)  where  there  are  small  barracks, 
and  some  other  buildings  connected  with  the  milvtary  establish* 


Banaghxr,  a  small  but  respectable  town,  is  situated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Shannon,  at  the  western  extren^ity  of  this  tiounty. 
The  surrounding  country  is  flat,*  and  in  parts  subject  to  incon- 
venience fi-om  the  overflowing  Of  the  rivet  Shannon.  In  the 
vieiaity  of  this  place  is  Mormon,  a  good  house  with  an  im- 
proving demesne,  belonging  to  the  family  of  L*B8Ctaage. 

Cloobjen,  a  small  town  or' Village,,  four  niUei^  t<^4he  east  of 
,  omisists  .chiefly  of  neat  dwellings,  whiio^washed  wit 


*  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Banagher  are  very  cwleauv^  bop,  from  le» 
to  twenty -five  feet  in  depth  ;  beneath  If  hkh  (according  to  a  MS.  by  the 
late  Mr.  B^auford,  now  in  the  potiflessioii  of  the  present  writer)  are  often 
discovered  traces  of  aniient  farost^  and  j»««cd  r^adi. 
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tbatcfaed  vitU  straw.  The  building  now  used  as  a  barrack  for  a 
troop  of  horse,  was  formerly  the  manorial  residence  of  the  Mae 
Goghlan  .faniily>  and  was  sold  to  government  by  the  late  Thomas 
Coghlan,  Esq.  styled  *'  the  Maw/*  whose  descent  and  character 
have  been  noticed ,  at  some  length,  in  a  preceding  page. 

CuoQUAS  Castls  is  situated  in  the  parish  of  Lnsmagh,  whidi 
district  was  taken  from  Galwvjr  at  the  time  of  dividing  thia  part 
of  the  oonntry  into  shire  ground,  O'Madden  being  then  the  old 
proprietor.  The  castle  of  Lnsmagh  was  taken  by  storm,  A.D, 
1595,  by  Sir  William  Rnasell,  lord  depnty,  who  pat  forty-six  of 
tJie  garrison  to  the  sword,  in  consequence  of  what  was  deemed 
the  audacious  conduct  of  O'Madden.  When  that  chief  was  sum- 
moned to  surrender,  he  boldly  replied  "  that  he  would  not  yield, 
even  if  the  whole  avmy  were  i%wlMs.'*  A  Franciscan  friary  was 
founded  at  Cloghan-Cantnalaig,  by  0*Madden,  early  in  the 
fifteenth  century.  The  present  proprietor  of  Cloghan  castle  is 
Garret  Moore,  Esq.  descended,  as  is  said,  from  a  branch  of  the 
family  of  0*More,  of  LeiK. 

The  small  town  of  FnANKFonn  is  seated  on  the  Silver  river, 
and  is  a  place  of  some  traffic,  as  a  market  for  grain.  Here  is  a 
Charter-school,  designed  for  forty  children.  A  Monastery  for 
Carmelites,  or  White  Friars,  was  founded  at  this  place  in  the 
fifteenth  century,  by  Odo,  the  son  of  Nellan  O^Molloy,  dynast 
of  Fearcal.  The  founder  died  on  the  feast  of  St.  Remigius,  (St. 
Remy)  anm  1454,  and  was  interred  in  front  of  the  high  altar. 
On  the  suppression  of  monasteries,  this  house,  and  its  dq>en- 
dancies,  were  granted  to  Robert  Leycester^  of  Clouneryell,*  in 
this  county,  gent. 

From  thefomily  of  JL^ycester  this  estate  passed,  by  a  marriage, 
into  the  family  of  Magawley>  or  Macaulay,  sntient  dynasts  of 
Colry,  deriving  from  the  sept  of  O'Neill;  in  which  family  it  is 
still  vested.  Count  Magawley-Cerrati,  of  Piarma  (a  count  of  the 
Roman  empire)  the  present  proprietor,  now  or  lately  filled  a  high 

*  Now  terned  ClonearU  ami- at  preieue  the  «eat  of  the  Mnsan  family. 
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atatioD  ia  the  couDdb  of  Uie  ArchduchesB  Mary-Lonise^  of  Austria, 
widoir  of  the  Ex-Enperw  Napoleon .  The  seat  (but  aailMt onately 
not  the  residence)  of  this  family,  termed  Temwrm,  is  sitoated  in  the 
vidnity  of  the  town  of  Frankford. 

Bbogbill  CastiiB,  sitoated  on  the  Silver  river,  near  the  above 
town,  was  formerly  the  chief  seat  of  0*MoUoy,  dynast  of  Fearcal, 
and  was  also,  at  one  time,  held  by  the  sept  of  0*Gonor*Faly» 
This  castle  was  taken,  in  the  year  1588,  by  Lord  Grey,  then 
lord  dqpnty.  At  the  great  period  of  forliritnre,  in  the  seven- 
teenth centnry,  it  fell  into  the  provident  hands  of  8ir  William 
Petty.  The  estate  of  Broghill  was  sold,  by  the  late  Marqaess 
of  Lansdown,  to  ■        Fitz  Simmons,  Esq.  the  present  propnetor. 

BALvnoY,  a  town  of  little  consideration,  inq|Murts  its  name  to  a 
barony,  which  is  situated  in  the  district  foraierly  constitnting  part 
of  the  territory  of  Fearcall-— O'MoUoy  .*  The  priocipal  historical 
event  connected  with  this  town,  relates  to  the  wars  of  the  seven* 
teenth  centnry.  In  the  month  of  October,  1690,  a  detachment 
of  General  Sarsfield*s  army,  which  had  been  encamped  between 
Limerick  and  Athlone,  took  Balyboy  by  surprise^  althoogh  the 
garrison  comprised  six  companies  of  Lord  Drogheda*s  regiment  of 
foot.  After  killing  and  wounding  many  English  soldiers,  the 
assailants  retreated  in  good  order,  bnt  not  without  snstainhig 
some  loss  from  the  English,  who  had  rallied  and  pursued  them. 

In  this  neighbourhood  are  several  handsome  mansions,  amongst 

*  The  chief  of  the  O'Molloys  obtained,  at  an  early  period,  by  a  grant 
from  the  crown,  the  office  of  hereditary  standard-bearer  in  Ireland,  of  (he 
kiog  of  Enf^laod.    An  additional  and  official  coat  of  armB  was  granted  to 
Miat  chief  ai  the  mubo  time,  tiz.  vert^  a  monnted  iLoigbt  in  annonr,  the 
ksne  ar^oRl,  and  bencing  in  his  hand  the  British  ttaodard^  proper^    II 
most  lie.  remarl^edibowev^,  that  O'Hanion*  of  Orior,  also  Jays  claim  t(^ 
the  same  office.    O'Molloy  of  Ughterheere,  otherwise  0*MoUoy*s  Hall, 
Co.  of  RoBCommon,  which  place  is  now  called  Coote  Hall,  is  supposed 
to  be  the  chief  of  the  name  of  O'MoUoy .    There  are  still  in  the  King*» 
Cosaty  some  respectable  families  belonging  to  this  sept,  and  the  ruins  of 
many  antient  castles  attest  their  former  consequence  and  dignity. 
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whkk  mutt  Im  hoIicmE  Ptdmce^  iSaim  hif Uf -iflhfmrMd  «eat  of  Ihc 
MaloM  hmkf,  and  DraughtmUe*  and  fFMgOonmgk,  Bcata  of 
tlio  family  of  Drought* 

At  Ratblin,  of  Ratheibtbbn,  «d  Abbey  was  fovoded  by  St. 
lyoB,  wiM>  ftourMbcd  A.  D.  540.  la  iIm  roiai  of  tho  aatieot 
olMrek  was  prMorvod,  doriag  maaf  agos^  a  statoe  of  Iho  saiBt. 
Tbo  imago  repreiontod  a  pr^kte^  ta  ptm^/kMimi,  boUiag  ib  obo 
haad  tbo  epi800|Mil  staflT,  or  crozier.  Aoacril^i^Bi  hamd,  wvilts 
ColgaD^  broko  otf  Ike  head  of  thta  ^eaerable  statoe«  BOt  many 
yotfs  back.  Hero  was  a  castle  of  the  O'MolloySj  forMUd  by 
CoBoDy  Molloy^  ia  IMl. 


BiBR,  sometimes  called  ParwMtomn,  is  a  neat  aad 
lown^  distant  from  Doblin  64  miles.  This  place  formerly  consti- 
tuted the  chief  seat  of  0*Carroll,  dynast  of  Gly-0*€arroll^  bat 
Was  lost  to  the  oM  proprietor^  amidst  the  nameroas  forfeilares  iB 
the  year  1641.  The  family  of  Parsons  (now  Earl  of  Rosse  and 
Baron  Oxmantown)  have  held  this  estate^  and  reskled  at  Birr, 
from  the  date  of  the  restoration  of  Charles  IL  down  to  the  present 
time.  To  this  family  the  town  is  entirely  indebted  for  its  im- 
provements and  prosperity.  Formerly  a  small  and  meaa  Tillage, 
it  has  become,  nnder  the  fostering  care  of  the  Persons  family*  a 
well-bniH,  popnlousy  and  commercial  town,  the  resort  of  many 
families  of  distinction.  Several  eligible  pnblk:  bviidings  have 
been  lately  erected.  The  Church  is  a  modem  stroctore,  bulk  of 
stone,  in  a  highly  •enriched  modification  of  the  poij^ted  style.  It 
requires  to  be  noticed,  although  the  erection  is  not  very  orna- 

•  In  the  vicinity  of  DrouifMyille  ii  the  antieiit  ehvrch  of  DmincsHlar 
now  in  ruins.  It  is  observsd  b j  Sir  C.  Ckiote,  that  ^  Tlia  sarroaadlag 
plains  have  been  the  sctaet  ef  bloody  battles,  as,  wIMb  a  spa4e*«  depdi, 
tast  quantities  of  boman  boaes  are  fevad*  Bach  height  has  yet  the  vestiges 
of  antieat  fortiflcatioo,  and,  on  a  very  stroag  rath,  which  coamiaada  Che 
whete  district,  there  remains  an  entire  fort,  of  most  diftealt  accese,  de- 
fended by  a  rej[^lar  and  double  course  of  works,  stHl  In  great  preservation. 
The  rath  has  been  planted  by  Mr.  Drought,  and  has  a  striking  effect  fa 
this  traly  romantic  scette«*'««-8tatistical  8arvey«  p.  IINI* 
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uatbkio  the  ti>wii»  that  tbere  is  at  tUs  place  m  pedcatrian  ahi*aa 
of  WiUiam^  Dake  of  Camberkuid,  standiDg  ou  a  column  of^aoa^ 
sidenble  height.  This  statue,  which  is  cast  iu  lead,  and  painted 
slaoe-coloiir,  was  eractad  in  the  ymr  1749^- 

Birr,  oUiongb  not  greafcly  diatiagaiahad  in  Idatsffy,  iuis  haan 
the  tlttitra  of  ADoeaiilsliry  tnaMactimifl,  Oenald,  niath  Eaiittf 
KlUare,  laid  aiQge  to  tha  Caatk  at  this  place,  ia  sapfwrt  lof  tht 
Qsorpatioii  of  one  of  thf  0*CafroUa,  who  waah»  Mttiranrlamr,  to 
the  detrimeat  of  the  lawfoJ  heir.  The  earl  receired  a  wound  in 
Ms  head,  Iran  ifUch  he  ftaaar  eatirely  taoavand  $  aad,  on  ex- 
parieocii^  tiiat  aocident,  withdrew  hie  tmops  mmd  Tataraed  hoaia. 
Shoitly  afterwards  he  was  arrestad,  aad  aentpriaoaorto  tlieToawp 
of  London  j  whidi  c&rcnmstaace  occaaiaaied  the  rebeUlon  of  tha 
eiil'a  8oa,  Land  Vhomaa  Pitigafald.  The  lorda^dapaty  Grey  and 
Brabaaon  raspcctiv^y  baaiegedy  aad  radaeed,  ihia  caatle.  Taig 
OCkrfoll,  atibttilkliog  to  tie  kttar  In  \M9,  was  oreaiad,  liy  Ed-* 
ward  VI.  Baroa  of  Ely,  iMt  aaly  lor  his  own  Klo. 

Tha  Ctutfe  ofB^,  (bnpariy  tha  lesidenoa  of  tba  O'CarroMs, 
has  been  aanircly  rebuilt  by  the  Parsons  faaiily,  and  hai  receatly 
been  mnch  anhrgad  asd  improved,  chiefly  frflar  tba  dosigos  of  tha 
late  Mr.  John  JoluiaioB,  i^rehstect.  Under  tlie  new  arraogeaiattt 
which  has  taken  place,  tn  attention  to  the  spirit  of  these  improve- 
Bients,  the  fonner  batik  of  the  lumsa  is  now  ooavertad  inta  the 
priaeipal  fi'oat,  and  is  ornaitieaitai  ia  imitation  of  casteliatad  ar* 
cbiieotBra.*  Hie  akerationa  of  tiia  iaterior  ana  entitled  to  high 
commendation.  An  air  of  distingnished  elegance  pervade  tiM 
principal  apartments;  and  the  drawing-room  is  justly  celebrated 
for  excellence  of  proportions  and  beauty  of  disposal.  Tlie  noble 
proprietor  M  this  seat^  I^or^nce  Parsons^  Earl  of  Rosse^  i^nd 
Baron  Qxmaatowa,  is  aiUhor  pf  several  m^bfX  tracts  reap^tiug 
Irakad,  aaad  bas  dii«ctiad  Ua  atiadfe9>  wMh  aqaal  ardo«ir  and  good 
taste,  towards  Che  hisaory  and  mfiquHias  of  the  Iskfld. 

The  country  snrrounding  Birr  abounds  in  bog,  and  lias  little 
claim  to  natural  beauty  in  any  respect  ^  but  luauy  ornamental  seats 
are  found  in  this  district^  and  the  prevailing  dr^p^ry  tispcct  of  th^ 
coni^try  49  curi9M»Ly9  ^^U  fii^ely,  aipa)ioca^4  by  t\m  higUi^io^T 
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proved  demesnes  attached  to  several  of  these  mansions  of  resident 
gentry. 

Amongst  the  most  disdngnished  seats  in  the  vicinitj  of  this 
towB>  is  GiiOiTCBSTBn^  or  Glostbb^  the  noble  demesne  of  the 
Lloyde  fanuly.  The  present  Earl  of  Rosse  is  allied  with  this 
very  respectable  fsBunily,  having  married^  in  the  year  1T97>  Alice, 
daughter  of  John  Lloyde,  of  Gloster,  Esq. 

CASTifB-*BBRKABD  (fonneriy  Cmiietown)  another  spadoos  seat 
in  this  neighbourhood^  is  the  residence  of  Thomas  Bernard,  Esq. 
one  of  the  representatives  for  the  King's  County  in  the  imperial 
parliament*  The  caatle  on  this  estate  was  built  originally  by  the 
family  of  O'CarroU. — William  0*Carroll,  of  Castletown  (who  was 
living  in  1630,)  married  Grany,  daughter  to  Danidi  Mac  G8foyle, 
of  Shinrone,  in  this  county,  Esq.  chief  of  hb  sept.  Kyan  0*Gar- 
roll,  son  and  heir  of  the  above-named  William,  forfeited  the 
Castletown  estate  in  1641 ;  and  the  property  then  passed  to  the 
family  of  Winter.  John  Pratt  Winter,  of  Agher^honse,  in  the 
county  of  Meath,  Esq.  is  seized  of  this  manor  in  fee;  bat  it  is 
leased,  for  ever,  to  Mr.  Bernard,  at  a  yearly  rent 

The  Lbap,  a  castle  so  termed,  situated  between  the  towns  of 
Birr  and  Roscrea,  was  formerly  a  strong  hold  of  the  0*Carrolb, 
and  is  now  the  improved  and  very  desirable  residence  of  the  Darby 
Dstaiily.* 

*  Majiy  traditional  tales  are  carefully  preser  ved  concerning  this  antieol, 
and  originally  fortified,  seat. — It  it  said  that  a  barbarous  massacre  wat 
perpetrated,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  by  *^  O'CarroIlof  tbel^ap,*^  opoD 
very  numerons  persons,  belonging  to  ari^  branch  of  Ms  own  sept,  whom 
he  had  basely  invited  to  a  feast,  under  the  maiik  ef  frieadsU^.  If  this 
story  have  a  real  foundation.  It  probably  rsfert  tbTeig,'Bah>B  of  Ely;  for 
we  read,  that,  when  Edward  Y I.  signtSed  his  wish  of  granting  to  O^Car* 
roll  a  patent  for  his  estate,  the  king  was  advised  against  that  measure  by 
the  Lord  Deputy  Grey,  who  gave  as  a  reason  that  the  person  for  whom  the 
favour  was  designed,  "  was  false,**  It  may  be  noticed,  as  an  Instance  of 
the  lasting,  and  almost  indelible,  effect  of  sueh  denunciations  ainongst  the 
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Al  Ssun  KcBAM >  or  Saiokb,  ditUuit  fSssr  miles  from  the  town 
of  Birr^  a  monastery  and  bishopric  were  founded^  at  an  esrlf 
period^  dedicated  to  St.  Kieran,  who  is  often  styled  the  ''  Father 
ef  Irish  Sunts.*'  This  abbey  was  frequently  plundered  by  the 
Danes  and  olber  freeboolefs.  We  are  told»  in  the  annals  of 
lonisfiBen,  that>  mm  1144,  Coosar  0*Conor,  King  of  Meath, 
wsi  shun  aft  BeMll4tek^mm»e'^w*'Simdk  (this  place)  by  0*Donley« 
King  of  Fearcall.  The  see  of  Seir  Keren  was  removed,  in  1052, 
to  Aghaboe ;  and  was  finally  translated,  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
twelfth  centnry,  to  Kilkenny.--«We  mast  not  omit  to  observe 
thst,  mmo  15I84«  the  bishop  Oeoffirey  de  St.  Leger  recovered,  by 
the  trial  of  single  combat,  the  manor  of  Seir*Kicran,  as  forming 
a  part  of  the  aee^lands  of  his  diooess . 


DuNKunnf ,  nomtndly  a  fiur  town,  hot,  in  reality,  a  small 
aad  sEMan  village,  is  dtaaled  in  a  tongne  of  land  that  raas  into 
the  county  of  Tippcrary^  and  is  caUad  the  barony  of  Clonlisk. 
The  O'Carrolls,  Mac  Gilfoyles,  O'Doigans,  and  De  Mariscos 
were  the  antient  proprietors.  The  Parochial  Chnich>  a  c^wcioas 
aad  appropriate  strnetore^  was  completed  in  1618,  with  the  aid 
of  £l9iOOj  obtained,  in  way  of  loan,  from  the  Board  of  First 
Fmits.  Here  is  a  Charter  School,  designed  for  50  girls.  In 
the  vicinity  of  the  town  is  the  handsome  seat  of  the  Rolleston 
fiwuiy. 

BusHsasTowM,  the  seat  of  the  Miochin  family,  was  origi- 
nalJy  called  Bouchardstown,  and  formerly  belonged  to  the  Dc 
Mariscos.  Bouchard  dc  Marisco,  from  whom  the  name  of  this 
jdace  is  derived,  left  a  daughter  and  heir,  who  married  0*Carroll, 

Iriib,  that  thia  di^racter  for  falsehood,  oc  tf^achery,,  created  a  prepos- 
tcmioMt  ia  tbU  part  of  t|io  country,  afainst  ibe  naioe  of  CCarroll,  which 
tcarceljr  expired  with  the  last  male  representative  of  the  '*  O'CarroUi  of 
(he  Leap,**  who  died  at  Lishon,  in  the  year  1759.— Story  (^  Hist,  of  the 
Wars  in  Ireland,"  &c.)  relates,  un4erthe  year  1691,  many  anecdotes  of 
the  dexterity  of  **  one  CapUin  Darby,  of  the  Leap,"  who,  accorAnf  to 
that  writer,  was  eminent  for  his  exploits  against  certain  noted  RmpforttM, 


of  CioifiKsIr  and  Coiil<^.    Tetff  O'CarMH  ibif«il«d  Ai»  tMH  h 
1641,  Ani  \iiBfoMst\tY  mthk  into  <>b«carity  and  wttaft ! 

hku^tnoH,  distant  dM  mile  from  Mtmygaff,  i»  the  name  of 
a  HaiMlffonfe  intfasion  and  weU-improted  demetM,  th«  proptriy 
of  Thomaa  Ryder  Pepper;  Eaq.  Anongst  otlter  aattta  in  Ai*  part 
of  the  eoiinty  a«Mt  be  mdntMNMd  fhiMthMii ;  JM^ampie ;  aail 
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Tbr  dt9trt<ft  f<»riiieHy  termed  Mklfie,  Afiadkmatg^,  arBfentk,* 
conprehending  the  present  eoonties  of  Meath^  Westmeath,  and 
Longford,  together  with  parts  of  Cavan,  Kildare,  and  the  King's 
CoiiBty,  coostitated  an  anttent  prtneipaKty  of  great  strength  and 
iflipertanee,  *'  the  princes  or  chiefs  of  which/'  says  Beaofordi 
"  frequently  styled  themselves  kings  of  Ireland."  It  is  observed 
by  tite  same  writer,  in  the  eleventh  nnmber  of  the  Collecianea» 
that,  *^  according  to  several  Irish  poems  and  M88,  MiMti,  hi  the 
early  and  middle  ages,  was,  as  at  present,  divided  into  two  parts, 
that  is,  east  and  west ;  the  eastern  part,  or  East  Meath,  was 
denominated  Oireamhomj  or  eastern  country  5  and  the  western 
part,  or  West  Meath,  Elrcamhom ;  whence  the  Heremmk  of  the 
Irish  poems  and  romances.**  Some  anthors  assert  that  this  district 
was  at  one  time  set  apart  as  the  oppemage,  or  mensal  lands,  of 
the  *'  monarch**  of  Ireland,  under  the  name  of  Fearan  B%Mt 
Rifk  Erian. 

This  province  suffered  severely  from  the  incursions  of  the 
Danes,  to  whem  its  fertile  lands  afforded  a  tempting  booty.  Upon 
the  entry  of  the  English,  Meath,  then  wrested  from  the  family 
of  O'Melaghlio,  its  Irish  possessors  and  princes,  was  bestowed 
by  Kmg  Henry  If.  on  Hugh  de  Lacy,  to  be  held  by  the  service  of 
fifty  knights  $  and  by  that  potent  lord  the  territory  was  subdi* 
Tided,  and  parts  granted  to  various  of  his  friends  and  followers. 
With  an  obvious  and  commendable  policy,  De  Lacy  endeavoured 
to  advance  tlie  security  of  his  large  possessions  by  the  erection  of 
naenms  castles  md  strong  holds ;  and  the  same  precautionary 
duty  he  enjoined  upon  his  military  tenants.  It  is  weH  known, 
however,   that  a  fortified  recess  was  often  the  instalment  of 

*  fa  an  aniient  MS.  poem,  repoMted  in  the  Doble  collection  at  Stowe, 
ii  u  atiemi^i  to  explain  the  name  of  Meath  in  fifty-foar  Yenet*  beginniag 
MidhtHaigin  namhare  mMr  1  Meath,  plain  of  swif^saillng  ihip»l 
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tyraony,  in  thehamU  of  facUoas  and  aspiring  barons.  Thm, 
the  history  of  Meath,  throughout  the  middle  ages,  presents  a 
constant  succession  of  family  disputes,  terminating  in  battle, 
si^,  and  all  the  horrors  of  civil  war  on  a  circumscribed  scale.* 
In  the  thirty-fourth  of  Henry  VIII.,  Meath  was  divided,  by  as- 
thority  of  parliament,  into  the  two  counties  of  East  and  West 
Meath ;  but  Longford  remained  an  integral  part  of  the  latter  divi- 
vision  until  the  reign  of  Elizabeth. 

The  county  of  Meath  is  bounded  towards  the  north  by  Cavao, 
Monaghan,  and  Louth.  On  the  east  its  limits  are  f6rmed,  for  a 
small  extent,  by  the  Irish  sea.  Towards  the  south-east  lies  the 
county  of  Dublin.  On  the  south  is  Kildare,  and  on  the  west  the 
county  of  Westmeath.  The  greatest  length,  measuring  from  east 
to  west,  is  about  thirty-five  miles  j  and  the  extreme  width  about 
twenty-nine  miles.  Thus,  in  point  of  size,  it  ranks  as  tenth 
amongst  the  counties  of  Ireland.    The  soil  is,  in  general,  rich, 

*  The  following;  particulars,  relating  to  tbo  county  of  Meaib,  are 
extracted  from  the  MS.  collections  of  Sir  W.  Bctham.  In  the  firat  year 
of  Henry  VI.  the  commons  and  clergy  granted  a  aubiidy  to  the  king*  the 
former  of  360  marks,  the  latter  of  120  marks,  in  aid- of  the  war  against 
O'Connor  Faley  and  the  Bermingfaams,  who  greatly  distressed  thia  county 
by  their  inroads.  .The  same  year  another  subsidy  was  granted  by  the 
commons  and  clergy,  who,  considering  the  probable  conquest  of  the  said 
county  by  0*Connor  Faley  and  the  Berminghams,  had  applied  to  the.lords 
Justices  for  aid,  at  whose  instance  James,  Earl  of  Desmond,  with  5000 
horse  and  foot  f^om  Munster,  went  to  the  said  O'Connor  and  Beming- 
bam*s  country,  and  destroyed  tl|e  coantry  and  burnt  tlieir  corn,  &c.  and 
completely  bumbled  them,  stapping  there  thirteen  days,  for  the  expenses 
of  which  expedition  Richard  Nugent,  Baron  of  Delvin,  seneschal  of  the 
liberties  of  Meath,  became  security,  and  delivered  himself  to  the  earl  as 
hostage  for  the  payment.  For  bis  relief  was  charged  13«.  Ad.  on  every 
carncate  of  land  in  Meath,  and  90d.  on  every  librate  of  land  for  goods  and 
chattels.  Jlot,  Fat.  B.  T,  The  following  auffla  were  to  bo  levied  on  the 
hnrgesaesof  respective  towns ;  and  the  notice  of  them  will  give  aonie  idea  of 
the  relative  importance  of  those  places  at  that  period ;  Dyvelek  \%s.  4^.; 
Rathouth  10«. ;  Grenok  IOj.  ;  Dunboyng  ISj.  4i/.  ;  Dunsbagbly  S  marks; 
Navan  10«.  \  Slane  10s.  i  Sydau  6«.  ^d.\  Nobyv  3<.  4d.;  Kenlys  S0«. ; 
Dromcuvragh  S«.  4if. ;  Athboy  80s. ;  Four  3f .  4(1.  |  Kyllallon  ^« ;  Rath- 
weyr  %*•  Ad, ;  Molyngar  G««  Sd.  ;  Stamolyn  6«.  8^.  i  Kylby  Sjp.  4d. 


Q^miit\n§t  ny^  csomnanljr,  of  a  ttrong  atd  imf  d»y  vftff^  » 
mbfMbm  oC  Un^Mtqe*  gwreh  Hese  «re  {W'  eluvatipna  entiftei 
to  the  character  of  moantaiBs,  and  bat  little  bog.-  A  •groat  p^ 
ct  the  0001^7  ia^i^coia^iad  bf  valaa^te  paalme  groanda^  dijridod 
bf  fCKJaDt  baiAji  5  and  the  g^cral  aapofst  of  the  confitcy  maj  ^ 
4iWfittMid  afithat  iirf*#mif>dw]fitfagffHijtt 

/HiiteiepiTiirygveatliiiAaiia^jta^  ave  fftan  Tory'exteBaifa. 
Xbe  cropa  commonly  coltivated  ave  wheat,  oata^  h|rhqF>  ^f'r 
P,  Bi9ilbir  .^vor«  ftaai,  awl  futateea*  ^ongpt  ctope:  only 
ppitiaUy  calliv;f|ed  we.afe  Mnji'  considednf^  th^  i^M|iiaaMaa^ 
aUe value,  t^^m^aMm^t^mpe,  ?4i(yibee,9eae iMpd b^ans.  ^i^ 
vitlifiaiutipg  tba^  ri^hoeatof*  the  imatara-gmioy^i^  there  fsci  twp 
dMri|a.of  f[>nafc>eft»lfr  ^p|>e»tr  i^d^hettnttcr  ifM«  i»  thif  WWA 
ii  pet  held  ia?  #npk  <r<rt»nty[i^  Cbseat  4itteeta^A.  bee  be^a  Iptelg 
fiid  to.  tb»  ipiprP^MIifkMi  *▼•  f<iw*^  NVi^  wigpnl  t^.  duf 
piHWii  syaeeai  of  ffmatu^,  >||feiith4nea|ihe.oo^<fidered  m  a  fuediinfc 
lijhp  thfiH  a  bi^efding,*  or  reanngt  cafatry,  The  brin-h^ae^ 
mtpttWlHipi  Mie^Mwg/to.pfifs^tm  Qccppyiiag  extensive  k94M 

nA,  ar  tiiey  nip^fydp^d^pt^tlya  imffaw^^^t^  tm^^-  ^f^.i^^ 
4t%ii0ito  lej^t  longer  then,  ike  term  of  hia  leaee  ^-^^  period 
otaa  I90  Ipqg  for  (he  docatiop  of  t^neoi^iftil  so  £nBgi)e  a|i4 

Mfiid. 

9M  iiwi  iiflMt  «f  <thfftr«cwin«r4^  oA  A9#M^  thoe.  aHifn^Wfitly 

•MlSif^^  tbfMo  irt^  Inxii  «9e  .of « th(9  iM^  dWiwto 

inlreii^/  #tf^onimiihiguiabnad«itgifkir  ofntinre;  9ff4^ 
IMin  of  Ua  ri^flections  ie  ii^re^s^d.  when  he  vjewa  the  ,9^m^ 
tMeiiMbodMii£^;Pf#ftVitcy,  w^^fifcmtitute  the  great  hi^k  i^f 

ipiii  »iwi#fMifc^yf(MJki^^  pecuniary  tfBiif^iffHtQ^  qVK^ 

log  fcaeH>le>  «f e  ii¥?^a)HalbI|r  co«|poM  pf  inad^  ei^  Hf oaMiy  «itii- 
•at  oVitaineya,  aitd  arie  i^p  Qft«n  n^ppo^  ag^mi^  tliet  >7ia4f  Md 
ndas  of  indemei^  aeajsona.  (p  t||f|^  U^^^  JM^Utiitio^fc  fte  Je 
tbHBreibyMr;  Ttei«|i|aii»9«  the  AfMiiMii«lA.S9C|if  y  (<  Meath, 

VOL.  II.  H 


l6t  BBAVTItt  09   IRBLA:a>. 

''  ttw  hog  is  genenlly  an'  inmate ;  the  hens  constantly  $  and  if 
the  tenant  is  possessed  of  a  cow,  she  also  is  introdnced/  and 
Kecomes  one  of  the  family.'* 

*  Although  this  district  is  not  eminently  ridi  in  minerals, 
(BoppBer-ore  is  discovered  in  considerable  abnndance.  fiSlatei 
ochres,  and  potters* -clay  are  also  found  in  diilerent  parts  of  the 
coanty.  The  chief  manniactares  are  those  of  sadcing,  dowlas, 
and  coarse  linens. 

.  The  principal  rivers  are  the  Bapte;  the  Biackwaier;  the 
Nannay;  and  the  Borora,  The  "  pleasant  Boyne/'  as  this 
river  is,  with  strict  propriety,  designated  by  Spencer,  ilows 
liroagh  the  coanty  firom  south- west  to  ■north'^east,  dividing  it 
nearly  into  two  eqnal  parts.  Its  banks  are  in  several  places  deco- 
xated^with  noUemansions,  and  afford  nnmeroos  soft  and  picta- 
tfesqne  riews.  The  Blackwater,  which  takes  its  rise  in  Loogh 
AMHir,  falls  into  the  Boyne  at  the  town  of  Navan.  Tlie  Namay, 
and  many  snbordinate  streams,  intersect  the  oonntry  In  vmrioas 
directions.  A  -want,  of  wood  prevails  throoghont  the  eonnty, 
Except  in  the  vicinity  of  family  •seats.  The  elimate  is  believed  to 
Im*  colder  than  in  the  more  westeriy  parts  of  Irdand. 

The  mansions  of  nobility  and  gentry  are  nnmerons,  throngboat 

* 

^every  district,  and  in  several  instances  are  spacious  and  splenM.* 

Although,  from  the  want  of  bold  inequalities,  this  county  is 

not  pecnliariy  attraotiTe  to  the  pictoriri  traveller,  it  yields;  with 

few  deviations,  the  grateful  aspectof  a  rich  and  highly-*cultivaled 

Hnirfece.  -  To  tho  antiquary  it  aflbi^san  abundant  field  of  grafti* 

^^fication.'    Earth- works,  the  vestiges  of  very  remote  ages,  are 

-extremely  numerous,  and  in  some  examples,  as  particularly  in  that 

*of  New'Oraikge,  near  Slane,  are  of  unusual  interest.    Remiaina  of 

-€«tdlated  stmctures,  the  decayed  menorids  of  De  Laey's  polioy, 

and  of  a  long  train  of  subsequent  fends,  are  also  frequently  seen. 

*  The  eciclesiastical  stmctures  of  past  i^fes,  Tenerabte  and  pic^nreaqne 

in  all '.the  various  stages  of  decay,  abound  in  nearly  every  part  of 

ike  county;  andin  their  vidnlty  are  sttU  renminiog  several  ruhions 

^^rosses,  of  elaborate  workmanship. 

it  wiU.  be  readily  believed  that  few  parochial  olrardMS  of  high 


[leixstsb.]  county  of  ukath.  1^ 

aDtiqidty  are  now  ousting*  in  a  good  state  of  preservation^  wbea 
we  bold  in  remembras^e  the  represeatatioa  made  by  Sir  Henry 
Sydney  to  Qoeen  Elizabeth,  in  the  year  1576.  That  able  viceroy 
ffiboutted  to  her  majesty*  that  there  were,  at  that  time,  within 
this  diooes8,'^4  parish  churches,  the  state  of  which  he  thus  de» 
flcribes.  *'  In  maney  places  the  very  walles  of  the  churches  are 
doBne;  vetye  few  chauncells  covered;  the  wyndowes  and  d<Mres 
raysed,  or  spoyled.  There  are  52  parishe  churches  in  the  same 
diacM,  who  haTe  vicars  indued  upon  them,  better  served  andmayn* 
tdaedthantheotiier,  yetbutbadlye.  There  are  5g  parishe  chnrches 
■sie,  residue  of  the  first  number  of  224,  which  pertm  to  dy vers 
pertictkrJordea,  and  these,  though  iu  better  estate  then  the  rest 
conuBOidye  are,  yet  farre  from  well.**  Many  churches  in  this 
diocess  were  rebeilt  early  in  the  seventeenth  century  j  and  we 
IttTs  |peat  pleasaee  in  observing  that  the  iwtances  of  renovation 
«»  stiH  more  nnmeroos  in  years  simoe  that  period.  Fifty  parochial 
dwrches  have  been  built  in  Heath,  since  the  commencement  of 
the  ysar  1800. 

Tbto  county  of  Meatb  (wUdi  affords  the  title  of  Earl  to  the 
nndly  of  Braba2on)  ispoUticaUy  divided,  acc<Mrding  to  the  Agri- 
GBhqnd  Sttrvey*  into  two  distnds,  separated  by  the  B>^yne  j  one 
caUad  the  district  of  KeUs»  comprising  the  baronies  of  SUme^ 
M»g§llum;  KelU}  Fowrej  Lume,  and  Nuwm;  and  the  other, 
called  the  Division,  gf  Dimshai>gh|in>i  comprehending  Dii/ei^i 
^hiHW;  RMoathi  Dunho^m}  JHeece)  and  Mt^yfem^ih»  Tl^e 
tvelre  baronies  are  sabdivM?d  ix^to  147  parishes,  the  wb^fe^of 
which  are  in  the  diocess  of  Mcath.  One  half  of  a  parish  in  the 
bishopric  of  Kilmpfe^  and  a  part  of  a  parish  in  that  of  Armagh, 
are  dso  situat^  in  this  county. 

Ml.  Edmiwd  Hyde  £[aU,  in  bis  v^)uab)e  juialysis  of  the  Down 
Survey,,  prefixed  to  the  second  volun^  of  Mr.  Sbaw  Mason's  Sta- 
tical account  of  Ireland,  observes  that ''  a  remarkable,  and  a 
trosblesome,  feature  belonging  to.  the  baronies  in  the  county  of 
Meatb,  is,  that  several  of  them  have  detached  parts,  enchased  in 
othsrs," 
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Tlie  nnmber  •f  houses  and  inhftbitants,  according^  to  tlM^  tt^ 
lurns  made  nnder  the  popabtnm  act  of  1819^  h  as  foDowi : 


Baroniet,  or  Half  Baroniet, 


Deece,  Lower 

Deecc,  Upper 

Daleek,  Upper 

Palcek^  Vower.... 

Donboyne 

Power  half 

KflMsy  Lower 

Kelk,  Upper, . . . . . 

Lune> 

Morgallion^ 

Moyfenragh, 

Moyfienragh,  Upper 
Navaii,  LK>wer  .... 
Navan,  Upper  . . , . 

fkitoatb, 

Siane,  Lower 

Sl^ne,  Upper 

Skreen^ 


Komb^  of 


662 

732 

1,398 

958 

2,017 
2,076 

1,702 
1,729 
1,699 
l,9M 
2,493 
718 
866 
1,442 
1,180 
1,190 


Gfws 


Total 96,921 


3,548 

4,066 

r,8«7 

8««96 

?,163 

10,753 

11,604 

16,803 

8,859 

9,438 

9,539 
7fi69 

13,087 
3,682 
5,289 
7,790 
6.519 
7,197 


14ft,479 


Aecor<Hftg  to  the  rotnrns  obtained  in  6fae  year  1821,  the  bwb- 
ber  of  hoaaes  in  this  connty  w^e  then  30,492,  and  the  naodier  of 
inhabitants  174,716;  makiagan  increase  of  inhabitants,  shice  tlM 
yenr  1813,  to  the  number  of  32,237. 

ThB  D1OCB88  OF  MSATH, 

Which  now  extends  over  parts  of  six  counties,  has  been  pro* 
gressively  formed  from  several  small  bishoprics.  ''There  were 
formerly,**  observes  Sir  J.  Ware,  **  many  episcopal  sees  in  Menth, 
as  Clonard;  Duleek;  Kells;  Trim;  Ardbraccan;  DnnshaghEn; 
Slane;  and  Foure;  besides  others  of  less  note;  all  which,  except 
Kells,  or  Kenannse,  were  consolidated,  a^nd  their  cooiinon  see 
was  fixed  at  Clonard,  before  the  year  1152,  at  which  time  tbe 
^visions  of  the  bishopricks  of  Ireland  were  made  by  John  JHipBro* 


[liikstbk.]  county  op  mzatu.  16& 

kfite  from  Fope  Eugene  III.  to  the  Irish,     llie  two  seei  of 
Doleek  aad  K^le  efterwwrds  sabmitted  tp  the  wne  fi^e.*' 

The  bishof  ric  of  Clonard  was  foonded  in  the  person  of  St. 
Fnian,  no  enunent  philosopher  and  divine,  who  bad  resided  for 
•one  time  wilh  St.  David,  Bishop  of  Menevia,  and  who  established 
a  school  at  CJionard,  which  produced  many  men  of  eminent  sanctity 
and  leaminf .  Tbis  prelate  died  about  the  year  548|  and  is  termed 
bj  Ardibishop  Uesher  "  the  chief  of  the  saints  of  the  second  order 
is  Irdand.*'  There  are  bm%  fsw  mnmerial  efireseryed  conoemiog 
the  snccessert  of  St.  Finian,  until  the  arrival  of  tbe  English  and 
te  removal  of  tbe  see.  Simon  Rochfort,  an  Englishman,  was 
tbe  last  Biehep  who  sat  at  Clonnrdj  and  it  is  observable  that 
several  intervening  prelates,  whilst  remaining  in  that  see,  had 
med  the  style  and  titk  ef  bmhdpe  of  Mratli. 

We  refer  to  other  pages  a  brief  notice  of  inferior  sees,  now 
■erged  in  ibin  bishopric,  and  continue  the  immediate  history  of 
the  diocese  of  Meath,  by  observing  that,  about  the  year  1906, 
Simon  Roe^irt  translated  his  episcopal  chair  to  the  abbey  of  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul,  at  Nevrtown,  near  Trim,  which  he  had  recently 
founded.  In  the  year  1568,  the  bishopric  of  Glonm^cnois  was 
iaeorpornted  with  this  see,  by  act  of  parliament.  The  snocessioB 
of  prebtes,  from  Bishop  Rochfort  to  the  existing  date,  may  be 
staled  as  follows,  on  the  authority  of  Ware  atnd  Harris,  aided  by 
ieformation  afforded  by  the  Office  of  First  Fruits,  Dublin. 

Bishops  or  Mbath. 

St/cc. 

Simon  Rochfort* 1194 

Deodat    Ii94 

RalphlePetit     1937 

Richard  de  la  Comer 1930 


*  Id  regard  U>  the  date  of  this  prelate's  tuccession  we  follow  Sir  J* 
Ware;  bat  |dr.  Harris,  in  bii  additions  to  that  writer,  suggests  the  pro- 

■  <  • 

hability  of  bitbop  Rochfort  being  advanced  to  tbis  see  some  years  pre- 
tioBflto  1194.  His  virtues  in  his  bigh  office  are  much  psaiied  b'y  his 
biographer.         ^ 


J 
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[Svcc 

Hugh  dc  Tachmon* 1^50 

Thomas  St.  Leger 1987 

John  0'  Caroll   1391 

William  de  Paul     I3«r 

William  St.  Leger 1350 

Nicholas  Allent 1353' 


f  \ 


'  #   # 


;  -I 


See  VmeeM  three  jfemre. 

Stephen  de  Valle,  or  Wale    13^ 

William  Andrew     : '  ISO)' 

Alexander  Petit^  or  de  Balscot}    1 . . .  138^ 


^  M  fc 


See  yaemti  nem^f  two  yemre.  *- 

llobert  Montain 1409 

Edward  Dantsey  || 1413 

William  Hadsor 1430 

William  Silk  1434' 

^dmnnd  Ouldhal    :'....  145()^ 

William  Sherwood  § lA'Sb 

John  Pain  % .  /.  1483 

*  Hugh  de  Tachmon  waa  lord  high  treasurer  of  Ireland,  io  the  rei|o» 
6i  Henrj  11 1,  and  Edward  I. 

f  This  highop  was  lord  high  treasurer  of  Ireland,  in  13d7>  but  did 
not  long  retain  that  office.  Stephen  dc  Vallc,  his  successor,  was  also 
appointed  to  the  same  dignity. 

^  This  prelate  filled  the  offices  of  lord  high  treasurer,  chancellor, 
and  lord  j  ustlce  of  Ireland. 

I)  Lord  high  treasurer;  and  (in  14?8)  lord  deputy  to  Sir  John  de  Gray, 
lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

$  For  some  time  deputy  to  George,  Duke  of  Clarence,  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland. 

,  H  This  bishop  was  actively  engaged  in  the  politics  of  his  day,  and  was 
the  zealous  partisan,  for  some  time,  of  Gerald,  Ear]  of  Itil^re,  in  CoB' 
jupction  with  whom  he^^sed  many  exertions  to  place  lAmbert  SlmneV  on 
tjie  t|irpne.  ^  In  the  prosecution  of  these  efforts  he  was  appointeo  to  preach 
|he  sermon,  and  proclaim  (he  title  of  that  impostor,  at  hifi  coronation  in 
Dublin. 


[iiiirsTJii.}  «ouinry  or  mkath.  Uff 

[Siico. 
WUUamRokeby 1601 

Uogh  I  nge / . . . .  16  IS 

Richard  Wilson 1633 

Edward  Suples*    1690 

WiliiamWakhf 1664 

Il^gh  Brady  : 1663 

Thomas  Jones    •  16M 

Roger  Dod..,.. 1006 

George  Moontgomery    1610 

James  Ussher  U 1621 

Anthony  Martini 1636 

Henry  Lesly   1660 

UenryJones  •.«,......^., 1661 

Anthony  Dopping  % • 1681 

Richard  Tennison 16d7 

WiUiam  Moreton 1706 

Joh|i  Evans 1716.' 

Henry  Downs 1734 

Ralph  Lambert  17^6 

WeiboreEUis 1731 

*  Depri?ed  is  the  reign  of  Mary,  for  endeaToaring  to  advance  tb» 
IcfomatioD. 

f  Deprived  ia  tlte  r«lfa  of  Bliaabetk,  fbr  obttroctiag  the  Reformatiotf. 

I  The  tee  was  io  poor  when  Bitbop  B^ady  received  the  temporalUled^ 
Alt  a  respite  of  five  years  was  granted  for  his  payment  of  the  First  Fralts. 

I  This  celebrated  prelate  is  again^nieationed  amongst  the  archbishops 
•fAnsagb. 

S  The  solferings  of  this  manly  and  conscientious  bishop,  in  the  tronbles 
rf Ike  seventeenth  century,  are  very  impressively  stated  in  Ware's  Hist. 
•fthe  Bishops.  He  died  at  Dvblln,  oppressed  with  extreme  poverty,  aad 
litktke  frowns  of  evil  men  and  evil  days,  in  July,  1660,  of  the  plafna, 
vkich  then  raged  in  that  city. 

f  An  nnpsaal  cli^ase  was  inserted  into  the  letters-patent  by  which  this 
UAop  was  translated  to  Meath,  stating  that  he  should  be  admitted  into  the 
Firy^conncil.  *M  am  of  opinion,"  writes  Sir  J.  Ware, "  that  from  hence, 
•sd  fsr  that  the  bishops  of  Meath  have  frequently  been  privy-councellortf* 
M  ipmg  that  valgar  nodoo  that  the  bishops  of  Meath  are  privy  •csNiar 
cellen  in  right  of  their  bishoprich." 


Slice. 

AMinr Price  .,. WaS 

Henry  Manl6  . . . . ; If  «4 

Hon.  WiHiam  Garmichael ITM 

RMiardPocock IfM 

AHbarSmytbe 1765 

Hon*  Henry  Maxwell    17M 

Thomas  Lewis  0*Beirne    17^^ 

NisUttniel  Alexander IWA 

The  Msliop  of  Mealb  has  no  eatbednid-dnirdi ;  and  the  oon- 

sCitation  of  the  diocess  possesses  sevend  t>^iiHftfili^.    There  is 

no  chapter,  nor  is  there  a  dean.    The  only  digaiiaries  are  the 

dean  of  Ctonioiiacnou  and  the  archdeacon  of  MeatK.    As  a  sobeti« 

tute  for  a  chapter,  there  is  held  a  synod,  of  ^eh  eirery  bene6ced 

clergyman  #Hhin  the  diocess  is  a  mtftmber.    lliis  synod  'nses  a 

common  stel>  which  is  reposited  in  the  hands  of  members  named 

by  the  yote  of  the  majority.    The  bishopric  is  divide  Into  twelve 

mral  deaneries.    The  diocess  is  in  length  abont  -e^ity,  and  in 

breadth  abont  twenty-fiTO  EngKsh  miles  ;  and  comprehends,  in 

the  connty  of  Meath,  147  parishes ;  in  Civan  oi&e ;  ill  Longford 

one;  in  Westmeath  fifty-nine  j  in  King's  Connty  sixteen;  nad 

in  Kildare  part  of  one  parish. — In  onr  general  statement  of  the 

eocieaiaatioal  diiision  <rf  Irehiid^  we  have  mneffced  thnt  the 

Uihop  of  Meath  has  preeedenoe  of  all  otimr  saihfpm  in  tUs 

eoantry. 

Tirtii, 

The  assize  town  of  the  connty  of  Meath>  is  situated  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Boyne,  at  the  distance  of  .29i  miles  frop  Dnii* 
Im.  This  is  a  considerable  town,  bnt  its  chief  depeadawe  .fcr 
Mtecttt  with  the  traveller,  rests  on  4he  mina  of  its  ooUe-eadtlv, 
formerly  the  most  potent  fortress  within  the  LotA  ^  Lhfey*s  Ittti^ 
t6ries.  The  principal  historical  events,  connected  with  this'place, 
win  be  narrated  in  oar  notice  of  that  decaying  strnctorej  eiid  the 
mW4A^<^  fonndati/ons  which  once  flonrisbed  here.  Snch  as  are  of 
-fCAeral  amplication  may  be  bf ieAy  atatad. 


[lumstbb.]  Mmm  m  mmMmm^  <  Mf 

fflm  li^ttil  ■uHiflfttqi^  in  llm  uinadi  «f  bdfauki^  ari  thefAHw 

tie WwHri/  <te  pgplww  df  gt.  fktfrick,    Aft«rthMi«iirtewk«i 
to  the  bishopric  of  Meath,  the  town  remabod  of  some  oonseqpdllc^i 
m  deeoetrt  of  an  aM»ey>  Csitodad  at  the  siiirie  1taie#Mi  Ihv  Ksh- 
o^G,  mtiA  farattesed  in  plwq>eiily  tiMbgfa  aevitil  MttoUAi^ 
Ihraett  Uslariod  aotUes  M4r  nftrehea  to  sewes  of  capimr  audi 
taMgiMlte.    la.lhi  jte  LldS,  CinMv  O'MelilPia^  v  m 
orftaMby  lfrebD^h«iaii»  Mtnt  ilna  loini>  oslrUeb  oLiwtkm 
topHmMs,  wM  bad  Bed  tb  tife  dntcfc  lofr  pni^        peHstoi 
B<htf#niaa;    Thr  tpmi  iNtf  also  d^rayad  Uy  M  in  theyosit 
nd»,  itad  ilM.    Tfbn  eMMtttad  4  ivboipal  vlljr'  aAl  MlMit 
hM  df  HvgbddLaef/  loMM  ll«th>  iiid^istiieAeeiiaafaiaN 
Sttiaqr  MlUnlioii  intho  oMIM^aa^lfehtMiR^hM  balwaiM 
air  High  da  Lief,  thd  !f«tKtgef>  abd  WiHMai,  Bifl  of  PduiKMni 
kiliMierwMts^  Mgaltraiag*  #oai  Uia  fattier  iaMoBMi,  aadiiaa 
aiih ttfttiflif  HailrtaiMd a^yast  htt  araai.    As  tha ilraagtilaf 
teBligeah  satdart  iil«itead>  lUn  tafoirad  a  dmridMiaacM 
MMte  of  ia^rMie6.    Sa?iral  pirfiuiaatt  w^a  htid  ta^    A 
liai^feasttMMnd  lBl4l#,aBid«leh&Mi  DAaaf  York,  wMal 
iNd  laateiiadt  III  iniaadf  rtsiddd  for  sbknd  tnte  ia  Udi  iaif«i 
tto  Islwhf^  af  SfUtii  ^as  wiad  ia  hintoalf. 

Ia  tha  elva  ami  of  tha  satamiseifii  eM&rf  tlil  piwe»  oil 
SMaatofte  ateagtb  aadpoaitiaa  MwMt  DoUb  aad  Div^ilfeda, 
•tUMd^JsaadMihiUaaeprt  ofiiMaq>  aadwashfcdi^^ 
(Mfiad  b^  toadi  coatoadlag  pfeuMes.  Tha  Uwvli  aiaraidefadi 
dter  a  »l^e  of  tird  da^>  so  Lord  laehlqiiiii,  at  tha  bead  of  i 
isysfat  foiae :  aad)««i i^rad  djp to  CroniMlii  wiUuM  it  Araggh; 
«i|Bll)r  imar  tha  hotMt  alhii|glrtw  fta|>etsaUd  ly  that  «aal» 
lilaiir  wiha  Mii|>it«itta «tf  Dioghada.  WhOht  the  aowaWfe 
liiMMad^eiia  ^MriiaaffNttiM^ 

a  skirmish  that  proved  fatal  to  Sir  Charles  Coote^  of  ensauguiaai 
iritnory.  The  Usb  bi*et  iiatow»,  at  tha  fartdc  of  da^>  in  a 
ttnitabiiayastr,  ^^  ^  ^^^  l^«<»  3oo6  itcoiigi  Sr  Chdlka* 
wdm  idt^alatai;  amaM  Mmlha  gattf,  at  the  head  of  mOm 
WMiiaidisia;  hsaviag islhtes  tbIeNoMr  asqanUyms  tbeyitedd 
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'  fn  thn  rhirp  irliirli  hi  imJr  ■|ii»  !tn  ■■■■iiimi,  Otslc 
m«hot>d«»d,  and  it  wwtbMght  Ail  the  ball  wajdinhaigad 
hj^mm^fmowmtmoftam.  TUa  cMot  Mfluved  mi  the  aamiitb 
oflfay. 

Th^CtOe,  «4iich ferM the BMWt coaapicaooB  aid attmelive 
^feytetift  the  iMinoC  Trim,  waa  firat  boUt  bf  HaghdaLacy^  ar, 
<aaionMwrit«ra4iBaarty'bfWillianFiyanl,  aaBeppavA^  atftaliB 
aariiar  pafiod  aftetthaaivivalof  the  Eagiiah.  Ita  atcaagth  and 
antoBt,  aa  at'Haa-d^F  eviaaad  by  the  raiBa^  ahoir  that  it  vaaid^ 
a|gaedfarthepiiacipalata(tiottiBithBdalwce4if»thayahti«atei^ 
it^  ooiM6^aaa%>  beoaaia  thaaaaaeoi&flMBiy'uap(irtaBt:efttita^^ 
Whilat  Pa  Laay  waa  ahaan»  i»  Kagkyad,  thecaatady  of.AhialN:^ 
tNaa  araa  iatiaatad  to  fats  conidcatM  adhaiMti  Hagh  Tyi«aL 
BafBMMd Ja  43raa.«aa  a*  that  tiaia  in  Waxfard,  eugagad  ia  cala* 
hnliag hit nnpliala  wtAh  theaialea^f.fiari  SftiMghaw.  ^AttUt 
jaactata,  apparaotly  favooiaUa  ta  tha  eaamiaa  of  tha  SaMah 
iattiara*  Rodanc^tO'Gaiaav*  King  oCCIoiuiapght,  al  tha  head  af  a 
laiga  aooMarata  armfj  aaddaaly  entarad  tha  tifsntat^M  Maarh^ 
ipraadiag  laaa  io  tha  traak  of  faia  nwath  >  On  thaadaa*eeof  thb 
piMi^oI  aaamy*:  TfnA  dastroyad  that  faKificati#m»  and  ahaar 
daaad  tha  caatlaioC.Taini.  At>the  appnaahof  itay»MMl»  «ha 
faittad  hia  naptial  ftatiritiaa  la  awoaov  tha  haffaaaadi  pahtiaatav 
Hw Iriah raliffady  aad  the fiitMiaaNia>qaicUy  rafaaaad. . 

We  have  observed  that  daring  the  ferocuma  conteata  bataFaaa 
Ha^  de  Lacy  tlMyoa^iperatodWUiiam  Sari  of  Peartiroke^  Triai 
was  4betifl|gadihy'tha  foroei  olrAhe  latter  neUeman*  -bataiaada* 
leaded  with  much  gallantly,  and  escaped  captare.  It  Uigeneially 
baliBved  that  the  enatiag.  oaatdblad  straetore  «aaa  bnOl  by 
the  yoaager  De  Iiafiy> aabaeqpieBt *ito  tbait  siege,/abailti  tha goaa 
IMOj  in  whieh  belief, laa  respeda  the  gaaatea.pait^;,aS  the 
haiMiags,  lae  are  waixantedhy  the^arcfaitaaliaval  abawacter  joC  Ae 
laKaasSi  .-   -  k-    •         > 

When  priyata  dtaaenaioaa  yielded  to  priiKc  esgency>  the 
easlla  of  .IViai  paovcd  of  great  ntttityto  theganeral  iBtaieala 
af  that  narrow  ^«la,  to  •hkhtherinlhNaeaiolithe.&igSahma 
aanjned  for  many  ages.    U  aMy  be  aaliaad,  aa  a  curioBa  particalar 
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oflMl  ynory,  IM 1^  IMmi«I  II,  frim  te  inlMd  iB>tl» yi 
}M>^  oBobtahiiBg  intelKgeBca  of  llie  sooMiiftil  pragma  in'Eag-i 
ka^of  fatorifd^  «NI«reli«M}  toeeessor,  theMke  of  LiEMMtir^ 
NDtvs  prisoners  to  tliis  castle,  Henry,  tbe  son  of  that  dite,  aoA 
tsMi of  the  Dnhe^of  Okraceater,  wlio  iMid attmded  Um  inlifta 
IiM  expedHion.  '  It  wffl  bereeallected  that-  Hm  iirat^named  of 
Uaio  iBoalriom  |ailBtieta  was  aftanrards  Khig'iiawy  Vth.  - 

I*  4b6  Tear  IMI,  Mmnod  Mortiner,  Bavl  of  Man^  mi 
UMBt,  tktm  Lord  lieiMnantof  irehmd,  dioiivtMacaatla.  *  Wo 
hifo  already  aieatioiMNhat  Rftabard  IMie  of^yoiii,  Mhcv  of  Bd- 
mdIV,  reaidodiMreriBraoaw^HttOi  and'tlwt'seiieralparliaiBenta 
w«i^  bere-assen^M/ '  It^bas  dso  been  sHitod,  in  onr  btlef  atmab 
ofHeto^aofMai;  that  tUaftwtMMs  was,  at  so»eaal'toes>  a 
sseae  of  Mtioa  in  the  intastiao'tiFaro  of- the  seventemlh  eeaMvy: 
Hie  castle  wao  dfiManiM  soon  aft*  tlie  year  IMO,  and  baa  siaoe 
raaahiediin  a  state  oT  progresskre  dseay.  The  rains  ofsribmrg 
the  bsnhs  of  tbe  rivep*  Boyne,  and  present  a-  nagniftoent,  and, 
Mltome  fioilits  of  *vieir,  a  picttMnesqoe  spcstasie.  Tbe  remains 
ibsw  tbe  MUding  to  faave  been  easeted  in  what  has  been  termed/ 
mi3t^ImirodtttH6muH^34auiie9  0fAg§tmi,  tbe  arined  Anghn 
Warma» etyie^of  anMtary  aasbHectare ;  ^amedeol  amngaaMMiai 
ftHlled<aUuctuine'whifch  gaair  into  «M  la^tbe  early  part  of  .th# 
tUiteenth  cMMbrf ;  Conaideinble'trMevof  «aitwOfi»are  stiH  tn 
beseeo.  

TheMloiHng  religioas  foondatisM  addtdatonoetotho-arerilii^ 
Moenee,  nnd'eelebrHy  of 'this  pkiee,  in  i^fss  prenone  fo  the 
rciinnalioD. 

7%&  ^Mey,*  f 6  wbieh  "we  hav«  already  ad¥tfted,'a»'h«iSBg 
tea  MnnMd  by  8t.  PMifeh;  was  eecupied  aM»  CbiMtingwibr, 
wd  ph^eft ^nder Ibo  itfrocatbaaiof  tbsr  Viigin-Mary.  Ths  idionih 
fltled  as"  lb»  dilhedi^^  IVim,  untt'the  naion  of  ilbis  see  with 
that  of  Meatfa.  The  bnildings  salfered  severely  in  theMbiflMS 
Msaaks  to- which  the  towif  was  exposed,  and  w«ei  ^re-edHiod  by 
ttoM4iaeyihttlilyii  t&i9Wd0  the  olosefof  ;the4butaeBitb  eetttiry^ 
bM #«ia4ki^^«»trdyed  by  fiae' irt IBW. >»  Oan^edtaMrfntaab bt 
T^%gio<fshooses>  the- prindpai  estates  of  tfatosibbeyv  whish^ 
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AwMf  il»  panoMidM  vwfe  eighty  wsm «f  ImmI*  oMtAP^nk- 

by  RifliMlOik^^C  York  TN ibbi^liuid «oaln •ppev to  hpft 
Win  mwli  aAMohed  M  Ike  priuoM^f  ike  boDM  ^  Vbrk,  «  mk» 
MM,  MMy  di  cMtMHi  t*H»ipwC #r  li^nd.  it  I4€r,  tie 
abbot  CMsNfbtr  irdf t  to  fiaglM^  ••  M  -MwM>y  lo  Kiit 
BdvM  I  V« }  audi  m  fotwrcf  abbet  waa  aft  a^llfe  tappmtir  aff  the 
i«|»oatat  Luakm  SbameL 

AnoBg  tile  nliqnes  and  omMliea  pctatirtiJ  by  Ihia-Hkhef* 
was  aa  iaage  of  the  Vkpn  Mtery,  ttUmMi  IbHa^gbott  tbt 
Uafdoia  fbt  tba  perteaianoe  «r  ndnelca.  la  tba  yaar  1M9,  Ihli 
fcr-AnM  haage  was  pabliciybtni^  fa^  tlib  agaM»  af  the  lafer* 
nMea.  glBie  venatna  af  the  chvrcb  afa  illi  to  ba  taaa,  aaan 
piiaiaf  d«e  hglf  of  the  eteaple^  taraM  Hie  yailoar  «a««r.  kit 
tnuHHaiially  nidtbit  the  naaad  part  of  this  toirer  wm  batteM 
diMra,  ia  the  waia  of  tba  sateMeeadi  cefttary^ 

7%9  PrtOkciBeam  &r  4hef  Fnmp,  dedicaM  to  St.  Boaaveaterc^ 
was  foaadad,  as  is  mast  ccnamMy  belfalred,  bf  tiife  naahit 
hutfy,  tn  Om  tbhrteenth  centary.  This  Iriary  waa  reMmed  by 
the  Qbaarfamlpes,  befate  the  year  IStS.  UisieeordadhyPaai- 
MHge  dMt  the  rirer  Bayiie  oferflowlag  ite  banlM,  A.  D.  UM, 
the  bdldhigs  of  this  TOKgloBs  baase  waia  undeiaitead^  eadttadh 
of  the  fabric  fell  to  the  groond.  The  sessioos-hoase  of  Tite  wai 
bhit  oil  a  part  of  its  site. 

The  Z>Miihueaa  Friary^  sitaaM  near  the  getakadiag  to  Mk^ 
boy>  was  fbanded  by  Sir  Geoffrey  de  Oeaefille,  Lord  4t  hkttk, 
hshhayear  ism^  who  retiriag  hither  btfenaia  a  Maf>  ia  1806, 
airil  hara  dM  in  1A14.  Thk  canvipt  sfttaiMd  greet  osMno^ 
iad  distiiictioB»  fiemat  pArOaiasats,  aad  gei>»al  Hhif f sr>  of 
«le  orfcr,  w^sre  held  m  this  religitffStehs*.  It  ia  nqiiM^y 
BnuMdgtf  that' the  ehafeh<^f  the  DbtMioatfr  w»»  eomnaaied  by 
fnre^  hi  tbe^ear  irSM. 

The  Friofy,  or  HmpktU,  of  Cra$$dmref$  ia.this  toM*  m 
thoaghe  to  have  been  fooeMI  by  aote  of  the  hiabopaof  M#eth»  M 
k  is  fettiia  that  aistiy  pretatee  of  that  see  ware  eniaesit  bi«Ar- 
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tmtoiUBmMMim.    Th»  hniMiiigi  «»  nM H^lw h>g»  of  » 

Mi  ig  fce  nuiwitwtnfiri  io  t><  bm  cMting  nwnii0.    Uhuho^ 
■n^fwd  thai  awealof  IM  pv&unMita  iiMMhM  «l  Tmi^ 
heM  is  tiM  iraal  hta  of  dM  imary . 
a  MgaiA  to  MdesiMlifeftl  mntmgtwM^  Tcka  Imoui  ^rt  of  m 
I,  of  vUch  tkaoihar  ponioM  w&Newtonr«^  1\dUbenriilt; 
8cHk§Now»$  KilcQoly I  iui4  TidlMiMogoo.    Tte  CbiiA  ia  o 
fc^aetablo  ilnctare,  laldy  vanediied.    Io  this^kwch,  or  loliiot 
9f Navaa,  tbe bkliopft of MaaA iveviiaUy  oalbftoed.    Thatovn 
aas  lately  acquired  ao  ornamental  addition,  of  eoBM  interest*  in 
lie  eaadbn  of  a  i9$pif^,  of  moauMnt,  oomaamiMralifft  of  the  ex- 
jMli  «f  Aslh«r»  Dahe  of  WeUiogtan.    Thia  tiibole  to  tbs  £mh 
qnad  military  ia»o  of  an  heroic  native  af  the  ooantf  of  lieafth, 
niwaiBtn  of  a  Coewthion  colann>  aaraonntad  by  a  atotae  of  the 
daka,    Hete  are  honradha;  aaMaioaaihanne^  eod.;oatioog  md 
ripwctoaa  gaol.    In  the  aeighhouhoodia  a  CharlarTaeliool,  iar  M 
giila»  omtovod  hy  .the  Barl  of  Mombgton.    Thaiutcroalfareitt- 
neat  of  the  lovn  ia  veated  in  a  pottiieve  aod  toam«cMc« 

On  the  baaka  of  the  Boyne,  at  the  diitance  of  aboat  hatfm 
ailo  Iran  Triia,  ia  NnwvowNj  where  aieconsideBible  remaina  of 
naamatic  fonndaliona.    A  Pnafy.a/'  s^fulm  Coaeafy  of  tbe oim- 
.pngation.of  8t,  V|etQr»  waa  Coondod  heie,  abonttheyear  I9M, 
by  Sanon  RoohfiHit  the  first  ftiglishaiaB  whoaat  aa  Uabap  of 
Mealh.    Tfaia  prelate  aeaoted  the  ehnrch  of  Nowloirttobboy  lelo 
ooafthedral  for  hia  diocese,  and  Istsook  Cionard,  the  eathodral* 
tharrh  of  his  piedaetotera.    In  this  chareh  he  held  a  syoori  in. 
1916,  the  oanstitalaoM  and  canons  of  which  are  still  extant.    At 
Uadcfloaaoj  ialS84,  Biahop^KochliMrt  was  intenred  here.    He 
pier  of  .Ms.heasawaa  a.kid  of  .pailiaaMnt.    lifjuwaco  White, 
tfaa^kalrpaor»«nndadaio4' thofiriory^  adiich  waa  sicUy  eadoaiad, . 
»  the  aiirtfi^M  of  Henry  VIU.    On  tko;Oppaaite  banha.of4he 
river  was  a  Priory,  or  Hotpitai,  dedicated  to  St,  J^km  a^jjiyiiilf. 
Tlus  institotion  was  designed  for  Cross-bearers,  or  Croached 
Mam  and  waa  ioaadedtia  the  thirteenth  aaaftary,.  prabahly  by 
one  of  the  bishops  of  Meatlu 
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The  roauuM  of  tluise  monastic  hbittea  are  exUaliYe,  aad 
teelnde  puta  e^te  ^nrmer  ^lbedrel>  whiak  apyaaia  toteva  baea 
e  apaciooi  aod  maaay^  bat  not  bu^hiy-ocaaaMBted>  atrodaM. 
JMaoog  aB?anil  monameata  at  tlaa  piace  ia  tiiat  of  Sir  imem 
JD^lon,  ofNewtmon  and  of  Moymet>  in  tUaooaaty;  and  kiaftat 
lady.  Sir  Locaa  was  one  of  the  ableat  Irish  lawyeis  ef  Slkateth*s 
«aigB,  and  long  boie  the  ofioe  of  ohief  baron  of  •  thn^whnqnar. 
He  waa  sen  and  hair  of  Sir  Robert  DiUon,  aifernsy  gi nawi'^e 
IGiaf  Henry  VIII.  to  whom  the  Priory  of  Nevrtown  and  itn^ina- 
aeaaiona  were  gvaated  by  that  eeyereifn.< 


TsiMUMvoN^  ft  aeat  of  Lord  Trimisatonyis  distant  Uom  'Stm 
tsro  mlleB^  towards  the  ^ofUHweat.  This  is  a  sfiariaafl  manaieaj 
.  with'  oroomental  towars»  •  an  embattled  panpeti  nnd  otheMnarhii 
of'  iIm  /atyle  which  prsiyaiied  in  the  latter  part  of  the»eixk0snth 
eentnry;  Adjoining/the  home  is  a  amaB  4clmpel>  windi  forma  the 
ecmeteryof  thftnoUe'ihflBly  to^wliom  this'estBt&betoBfStf  i  The 
deoieane  is  so  traly  beantifaU  that  the  neglect  which  prevnila  is 
viewed!))!  «iie«xaminarv«rith  equal  aaifrise  «ad<regaet.    - 

At  the  distanee  of  two  mitoa  and  a  half  from  lYim,  towode  the 
aooth-east^  are  the  rohis  of  the  castte  and  chinr<^h  of  SctrmLoe*s- 
.TowN.  These  were  erected  by  William  de  Scarlog,  about  the 
-yearllSOy  on  lands  granted  to  him  by  Hngb  de  Lacy.  The  caatie 
exhibits  the.  remains  .of  4i  aqoarekaepj  of  apadoos  prc^oitiona, 
witbctrcakr  towem  at* the  anglea^  Tlie«apert«»s  fotirehe  ad- 
aHaston  of  light  are  lew  $  and^  the  wheio'laMt:  ^pears-a  chiH  and 
.repnlsive  air^  indicative'of  military  barahatea  i^ithbiA  any  of  4he 
trappings,  of  chivalry^  or  decorations  of  baronial  sway.  Mere 
fragments  of  walls  denote  the  former  existence  of  a  charch.  In 
tbese»  •bowe  ver,  two  mde  circnlar  arches  are  still  ramaiaiag.  This 
«hflrch  was*  granted  by 'its  fannder  taitha  ahhey^^f  St^.Thnaiaaj 
Dabyo,  and  waa  eoofirmed  to  thaT r^%i«iaa  hoase>  b^  Waltui  is 
Lacy, in  the  year  1300^  naderthe  name M the ^kmvk of  fFUSmm 
8eorlagge*$  town. 

LuiRAcoa,  diataat. from  Trim  nearly  two^miler  towacda-the 
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miAt/wHl  be  viewed'  mt^  interest  u  tlie  former  benefiee,  as4 
tk  prioctpfel  reeMwce  for  set  end  yMn,  of  tlw.eeMR«led  Ben  of 
8t.  Itelek'e,  To  Ibe  vioBnges  of  Lemcor  and  Riilhbe|gui>  mid 
tb  rectory  ei  Agher,  at  nSutt  tine  miiledyDr.  JeoatiiBB  Svrift  w«i 
iaatitoted  ott  tbe  Mud  of  llaroliy  ld09,  and  retired  hither  wken 
theEui  of  Berkeley^  lord  lienteMat,  to  «iKM»  he  liad  been  chif^ 
kte  and  priirate  eecretaryy  left  Irdand.*  It  ia  recorded,  to  Ue 
bftDoer,  that,  at  thie  place,  he  *^  centiBiied  to  ezerdBe  his  citricri 
dttiet  with  more  regalarity  than  had  been  usually-  praetued  by  his 
predecessors ;  he  read  prayers  three  times  a  week,  and  preaeiied 
iqfskirly  on  Sandays/'f  "^be  chnrch,  by  this  means,  adds  Mr. 
Moflche  Matfen,  from  whom  the  sbove  paasi^  is  qnoted,  "  b^ 
cMMwell  aMeisAed  hy  the  neighbonrnig families."  Swiftielmewm 
tslare  haA  a  great  partiality  for  gapdenng  and  mndi  improteh 
■eats..  He  now  deviled  a  mtional  amnaement  Irom  improroif 
Us  f lebe.  Hvrfomwd  a  pleasant  grinbn,'  and  dng  a  oanaly  mhiflh 
ke  planted  villi  willows.    To  these  impreirementsv  and  the  grati* 

•In  ike  work  temo*  ^  SwiMan  **  ii  a  ledleaMMy-lwl  ftetltUMs,  «•• 
Kilpfioa .of  Swift's jonrney  to  take  poMssiioa of MsTicarag^ of  Laiacor. 
Aceonliiif  to  thoojBtluNr  pf  tliat  work,  Swift.perforpied  tke  joam^^  o^ipott 
ud  in  tbe  following  dresi:  *'  a  decont  loit  of  black  clotbeB,  with  itroog 
wonted  stockings,  of  which  he  carried  a  second  pair,  and  a  shirt,  in  hit 
pMtet(  a  large  grey  sartout;  around  slouched  hat;  with  a  pole,  con* 
rfftirtily  longer  than  himself,'  which  he  had  probably  procnred  from  Mme 
fmmUf  haiy-Bakferi*f  In  opposiflon.  (o  thii  fancMU-  ^McripHon,  it  Mm 
kats  tody  olwefffod  ibtih^^tf}  m^9fi9i  In  i^^  «t  wkic|i  he  wM.kaovjs* 
WIS  10  attentive  to  ez^rlor^ap^afapcet  **  that  ho  n/erpr  |f ent  abroad  with- 
out his  gown."  He  was,  also,  at  this  time  chaplain  to  the  chief  governor 
of  Ireland,  and  may,  consequently,  be  supposed  to  have  paid  more  than 
vul  attention  to  a  becoming  decoronsness  of  externals. 

f  The  performance  of  divine  service  on  week-days,  was,  at  that  time, 
Mimaal  in  Ireland/and  8wlfi*t  c«aigMg«tisa  was,  at flrtt,.far  firom  beii^ 
ssanmiM^  Xi;  hfaJl^a  miA  that  «oa  one  oc^mi^t,  fading  t^t  no.  perfsa 
VIS  present  bat  himself  and  mi  clerk,  ho  h^igan  wAlh  the.  ^pril|fi,  "  Dev\y 
^kkved  Roger  1  the  Scriptoro  moveth  yon  and  me  in  sundry  places,"  and 
proceeded  in  that  manner  thronighont  the  service.  But  this  anecdote  rests 
entirely  on  the  aathority  of  Lord  Orrory,  whose  assertions  respecting 
Mft,shoald,  la  many  iastaacei,  he  regarded  with  tatpicloa. 
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■Bfl  oHher  jmrttkifs. 

It  wn  ^vfiog  bis  retUtBiie  on  l|ii9  vimmgt^  tint  ke  iMiltdie 
iNlaad  Esther  Miosoo^  wime  pecqlisr  fortnQoi  vers  ss  JiHf 
ttslttly  Meoded  with  sU  the  private  grants  Of  bis  firtune  HkL  Ubl 
JffihiisoD  was  accoDi|nfiied  by  ber  ehoaen  frieodt  Mrt.  Dtogliyi  s 
huAj  about  fifteea  years  oUer  than  btrsidf,  srho  MSifiiAsd  witt 
ber  QOtU  the  tiaie  of  her  decease.  ''  Every  possible  pracsiitiMi»" 
tfbserTes  ^tte  ifriter  last  cited^  **  was  takes  to  prcreal  soaadd. 
'The  defn  aad  the  ladies  never  lived  ia  the  same  bovse  f  #hea 
Swift  was  absees  they  resided  at  the  parsonage  $  when  he  rttarssd 
«bey  removed  to  the  boase  e(  Dr.  Eaymond,  viear  of  Tim,  s 
geatlemaa  of  great  virtae  and  kaniiag,  and  Swift's  intiants 
ftiend;  or  to  Mr.  Beanmoat's,  in  thait  town;  nsitker  were  thtf 
Offer  known  to  meet,  bat  in  the  proseoce  of  athisd  person.  Mn. 
Johason  was,  ot  this  tima^  ahopt  tha  age  of  niaeteea/* 

Laracor  ooastitnted  the  ehief  resideace  of  Svilt  uatfl  die 
spring  of  the  year  1710,  and  his  various  improvements  here  are 
•aotieedia  the  w)oi)bs  meotkined^ia'the  raasgia.^  A  aeiR.glebe- 
bottse  at  Lmracor  was  oosipleted  in  ^e  year  1813,  wMB  the  aUlsf 
1200/.  gfven,  and  550/.  lent,  by  the  Board  of  First  PmUs. 

The  attention  is  so  powerfally  excited,  while  we  are  investi- 
glAing  tbis  neighbourhood,  to  the  far-famed  and  mysterious  iater- 
oaurae  betweea  P/aan  Swift  aiid  the  aeeoraplish^.  Ia4y  iriwal^e 
peeSioally  denominated  Stella,  that  iwe  iqdulge  la  soom  lea^  settssks 
on  that  sohjeet ;— ^a  tribute  of  reminiseenees  to  the  spot  on  wMdi 
the  intercourse  may  be  said  to  have  commenced,  or,  at  least, 
where  it  first  assumed  a  character  obnoxious  to  public  scrutiny. 

•  Journal  to  Stella,  Nichols*  edit,  p-  4,  «t  teq.  aod-Swtfl'a  Werkt^bj 
Scott,  vol.  ztI.  p.  999-  Amon^  8wlfl*B  minor  poemt  are  tome  fcamoroii 
lines,  entitled  ^  A  trne  andfiiMlAil  Inventory  of  the  Goods  betoBglnslv 
Dr.  Swift,  Ticar  of  Laracor,  npoa  IcrnMnf  bit  hoase  to  iheMihop  of  Wail. 
ttU  hte  palace  was  rebniltV*  begtanini;  than  t    ' 

An  oaken  broken  Slbow*cbalrt 
A  candle-cap  withmrt  an  ear  i 
A  batter*^  ihatter^d  a^  bedMea4 1 
.    A  bo^k  of  deid,  >ivltlioat  a  Hd,-  Ae. 


/ 
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The  peraon  of  Stella  has  beea  thus  notioed  by  the  peb  of 
Swift.  "  She  was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  beaulifalj 
gnoefalj  and  agreeable  yowig  women  in  liondon^  only  a. little  toci 
&t.**  Respecting  her  mental  qualifications,  it  may  not  be  niVf 
pleasing  to  retrace,  in  this  page,  some  few  passages  from  an 
estimate  of  hear  character,  begun  by  the  same  writer  on  i^  ^-^ 
ker  decease.  "  Never  was  any  of  her  sex  born  with  better  gifts 
of  the  mind,  or  who  more  improved  them  by  reading  and  coaver-^ 
satioB.  I  cannot  call  to  mind  that  I  ever  once  heard  her,  make  a 
vnroDg  judgment  of  persons,  books,  or  affairs.  All  of  us  who  had 
tbe  happiness  of  her  friendship  agreed,  unanimously,  that  in  aa 
afternoon  or  evening's  conversation  she  never  Mled,  .before  we 
parted,  of  deliveriog  the  be^t  thing  that  was  said  in  the  oomp9liy«s 
With  all  the  softness  of  temper  that  became  a  lady,  she  had  thA 
personal  courage  of  a  hero.**  In  confirmation  of  this  remark, 
Sirift  records  an  adventore  in  which  she.  resisted  the  attempt  ofi 
boosebreakers,  and  discharged  the  contents  of  a  pistol  into  the 
body  of  one  of  the  assailants. 

He  proceeds  to  observe  that  '*  »he  was  but  little  versed  in  the 
common  topics  of  fiamale  chat,'*  and  \i9d  not,  indeed,  much  com-: 
paay  of  her  own  sex,  but  '*  rather  chose  men  for  her  companions^;: 
the  usual  topics  of  ladies^,  discourse  bei^g  such  as  she  had  little 
bowledge  of,  and  less  relish.  She  was  a  prudent  econprnist,  yet. 
with  a  stronger  bent  to  the  liberal  side,,  wherein  she  gratified  her- 
self by  avoiding  all  expense  in  clothes  (which  she  ever  despised): 
beyiHid  what  was  merely  decent.  Her  charity  to  the  poor  was  a 
daty  not  to  be  diminished,  and,  therefore,  became  a  tax  upon  those, 
tradesmen  who  furnish  the  fopperies  of  other. ladies.  She  spoke 
in  a  most  agreeable  voice,  in  the  plainest  words,  never  hesitating,.- 
exo^  out  of  modesty  before  new  faces,  where  she  was  somewhat, 
reserved ;  nor  among  her  nearest  friends  ever  spoke  much  at  a 
time.  From  her  own  disposition,  at  least  as  much  as  from  the 
£rei|iient  want  of  health,  she  seldom  made  any  visits  /  but  her; 
lodgings,  from  before  twenty  years  old,  were  frequented  by  many, 
persons  of  the  graver  sort,  who  all  respected  her  highly,  upon  her 
good  sense,  good  maimers,  and  conversation.    Among  these  were 

▼OL.  II,  '  N 
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the  late  primate  lindsay;  Bishop  Lloyd ;  Bishop  Aehej  Bishop 

tt 

Brown;  Bishop  Sterne)  Bishop  Pttlleyn;  with  some  others  of 
later  date)  and,  iodeedj  tiie  greatest  nomber  of  her  aoqnuntaacs 
was  among  th^  clergy/' 

From  the  arguments  prodaced  in  a  recent  work«  cited  in  severs] 
prerions  pages  (Hibemia  Antiqna,  &c.  by  Mr*  Moncke  Mason)  it 
wonld  appear  that  the  public  has  been  subject  to  encr,  in  sop* 
poaing  that  a  private  and  unconsommated  marriage  had  takes 
place  between  Swift  and  Mrs.  Johnson.  In  that  work  the  first 
direct  assertion  of  such  a  marriage  is  traced  to  Lord  Orrery,  and 
to  the^ngne  of  rumour  ^-Hiuthorities  which  the  judicions  will, 
perhaps,  hold  in  almost  equal  disr^rd.  It  would  be  vain  to 
sedc  for  the  cause  of  so  long  and  particular  a  fnendship  having 
existence,  without  the  usual  conseqnetfce  of  an  entire  union  be- 
tween the  parties;  and  it  would  be  necessary,  before  we  entered 
on  such  an  examination,  to  ascertain  that  a  love  for  her  pereon 
was  really  entertained  by  the  friend  who  derived  so  mnch  pleasure 
from  her  conversation. 

The  connexion  between  these  eminent  persons  afibrded  so 
fertile  a  ground  for  scandal,  and  is  still  a  theme  so  agreeably 
irritating  to  the  very  prevalent  love  of  mystery,  that  many  mere 
pages  have  been  written  upon  the  painful  subject  than  its  real 
character,  and  degree  oi  importance,  would  appear  to  denumd. 
Pam/ul  we  may  with  justice  term  this  exhausted  topic,  for  the 
most  zealous  advocates  of  Swift  can  scarcely  exonerate  his  cha- 
racter from  the  stigma  of  a  deep  and  bitter  reproach,  arising  from 
the  grave  of  the  ill-fated  Stella.  We  have  seen  that,  at  the  yonth- 
fol  age  of  nineteen,  she  was  invited  by  Swift  to  remove  to  the 
▼idnity  of  his  residence.  That  the  situation  was  liable  to  the 
charge  of  impropriety,  himself  proved^  by  the  constant  endeavours 
used  to  '^  prevent  scandal  /*  and  yet,  in  this  suspicious  intercourse 
he  persevered^  until  the  death  of  his  fair  and  excelient  victim  re- 
lieved him  from  dread,  but  without  allowing  him  to  indulge  in  a 
public  denotation  of  regret.* 

*  It  it  worthy  of  remark  that  the  inicriptioo  placed  over  the  renaisi 
of  Stella,  in  St«  Patrick's  Cathedral,  iras  evidently  not  conposed  by  Swift; 


^   / 
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Tbat  8wift  might  not  entertain  the  most  distant  idea  of  / 
marrying  Steila>  and  never ^  in  words^  encouraged  her  to  antici- 
pate Buch  an  events  may  he  qnite  probable.  Bnt^  nntil  it  be 
prored  that  the  ordinary  laws  of  nature,  and  the  opinions  pro* 
ceedbg  from  custom,  failed  to  operate  in  the  bosom  and  reflections 
of  this  lady,  it  cannot  be  admitted  as  possible  that  she  did  not 
expect  such  a  result  of  his  continued  attentions.  What  fair  argn- 
neat  can  prove  that  he  was  justified  in  appropriating  to  himself, 
bjaa  avowed  and  particular  friendship,  cultivated  sedulously  from 
youth  to  the  decHne  of  life,  the  sentiments  of  a  woman  whom  he 
did  not  intend  to  make  his  wife  ?  And  what  can  be  plainer  than 
the  line  of  duty  prescribed  to  him  by  sound  morals  and  a  correct 
uttdeistanding  ?  Unless  in  reply  to  some  late  endeavours  to  free 
his  nenory  from  all  impntation  of  blame  on  this  occasion,  it 
voold  be  saperflnons  to  observe  that  he  should  either  have  for- 
bsme  the  wi^ring  cnielty  of  his  attentions,  or  have  ratified  the 
coonexion  by  those  bands,  to  which,  in  the  esteem  of  all  but 
himself,  his  persevering  intercourse  appeared  the  natural  prelude.- 

SmfifBRfliLL,  the  seat  of  Clotworthy  Rowley,  Baron  Lang' 
fird,  af  Summerkifi,  is  diatant  from  Dublin  abont  twenty  miles^ 
Hiis  estate  was  possessed,  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  by  the  baronet  family  of  Langford,  from  whom  it  passed 
by  a  marriage,  in  the  person  of  Mary,  eldest  daughter  and  heir  of 
Sir  Hercnlea  Lai^ord,  in  the  year  1683,  to  the  family  of  Rowley, 
ennobled  in  1765.  The  titles  of  Viscount  Langford  and  Baron 
SaaaeriiiU  became  extinct,  on  the  decease  of  Hercules,  the  filrst 
▼isoount,  whose  mother  had  been  advanced  to  the  peerage  as 
llsconntess  Langford,  and  Baroness  Summerhill,  vrith  limitation 
of  those  honours  to  her  heirs  male,  by  her  husband,  the  Right 
Hon.  Hercnles  Langford  Rowley.  This,  and  the  other  estates,  of 
the  family  of  Rowley,  descended,  on  the  above  event,  to  Frances 
Rowley,  mece  of  the  deceased  nobleman,  who  married  her  first 

a  circumttaiice  Ihe  more  forcibly  entitled  to  notice,  as  be  was  engaged,  for 
■everal  years  followiog  her  decease,  in  tbe  reparation  of  moDomentsIn  hit 
ctthedraJ. 
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cousin^  Ciotworthy,  third  son  of  Thomas,  Earl  of  Bective,  wlia 
has  assttmed  the  name  aod  arms  of  Rowley,  and  was  created  Baroa 
Langford,  of  SommerhiU^  in  the  year  1800.  '  The  mansion  on  tbit 
demesne  is  built  of  stone,  and  is  a  oommodioas  but  unomamented 
pile.  The  grounds  are  extremely  fine,  and  are  adorned  with  mnch 
full-grown  timber. 


Contiguous  to  Summer  *hill  is  Dan  can,  memorable  as  thepli 
at  which  was  born  Arthur,  Duke  of  Wellington,  on  the  lat  of 
May,  1769.  This  is  an  extensive  and  welUwooded  demesne,  but 
now  deserted  as  a  seat  of  noble  residence.  The  manorial  estate 
of  Dangaii,  together  with  that  of  Momington,  and  others  oi  great 
value,  first  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Wellesley  fandly  in  the 
fourteenth  century,  in  consequence  of  the  marriage  of  Williaa 
Wellesley,  a  distinguished  military  officer  in  the  reign  of 'RidMrd 
II.  with  the  heiress  of  the  former  proprietor.  This  family  long 
flourished  at  Dangan,  and  maintained  the  antient  seat  in  mmdi 
hospitable  splendour. 

Garret,  or  Gerald,  fFesley,  or  Wellesley,  who  died  in  1728, 
devised  this,  and  other  parts  of  his  real  estate,  to  his  covin, 
Bicbard  Colley,  Esq,  and  his  heirs  male,  on  condition  of  their 
assuming  the  anus  and  name  of  Wellesley.  This  latter  genUemaa 
represented  the  borough  of  Trim  in  the  Irish  parliament,  and  was 
created  Baron  of  Morniogton  in  1746.  Garret-Golley  Wellesley, 
his  lordship's  son  and  heir,  was  advanced,  in  1760,  to  the  dignities 
of  Viscount  Wellesley,  of  Dangan  Castle,  and  Earl  of  Momington, 
in  the  county  of.Meath.  Among  the  other  issue  of  this  nobleman 
ane  conspicuous  Richard,  Marquess  fFellesley,  and  Arthur,  Duke 
ef  ff^ellmgtan. 

Dangan  Gastle  and  demesne  were  sold  by  the  Martfaesa 

Wellesley  to Burroughs,  Esq.  who  much  improved  the  bntld- 

ing  by  wings,  containing  an  elegant  chisel  and  library.  Tbe 
castle,  which  presented  some  remains  of  an  antient  embattled 
pile,  combined  with  large  additions,  was  destroyed  by  fire  some 
few  years  back,  and  only  a  melancholy  shell  of  the  building  now 
remains. 
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At  the  distance  of  two  miles  from  Sammer-hill,  and  most 
agreeably  situated  in  an  elevated  tract  of  country,  the  surface  of 
which  16  varied,  and  in  some  places  rendered  picturesque,  by 
gentle  nndnlations^  i»  Agbbr-house,  the  handsome  seat  of  John 
Pratt  Winter,  Esq.  The  excellence  of  this  mansion,  and  the 
beaoty  of  its  demesne,  are  contemplated  by  the  examiner  with 
unalloyed  admiration,  when  he  beholds  the  numerous  peasantry, 
on  the  surrounding  estate,  living  in  eligible  dwellings,  and  with 
decency  and  comfort,  under  the  judicious  protection  of  its  esteemed, 
and  exemplary  proprietor.* 

Clonard,  in  antient  writings  Cluanaraird,  and  Cluainloraid, 
a  small  and  decayed  town  upon  the  river  Boyne,  was  of  great 
celebrity  in  past  ages,  on  account  of  its  ecclesiastical  and  learned 
institutions.  This  place  was  constituted  a  bishop's  see  by  St. 
Fraian,  about  the  year  530.  We  have  already  observed  that 
Simon  Rochfort,  the  first  English  bishop  of  Meath,  was  the  last 
prelate  who  sat  at  Clonard.  St.  Finian  also  founded  at  this  place 
an  Abbey,  in  which  he  established  a  school,  which  became  one  of 
the  most  celebrated  academies  of  Ireland  at  a  time  when  this  island 

*  We  cannot  too  strongly  recommeod  to  public  notice  (ho  correctness 
of  judgment  displayed  on  the  Agber  estate,  in  the  benevolent  measures 
adopted  for  improving  the  condition  of  the  labouring  tenantry.  Mr, Winter 
Is  anchor  of  a  sensible  and  well-written  letter,  published  In  the  Appendix 
to  Thompson's  Survey  of  Meath,  in  which  is  the  following  passage,  illus- 
trative of  the  just  opinions  by  which  he  has  been  guided  in  forming  plans 
for  the  cottages  of  his  dependant  peasantry :  "  It  is  easy  for  a  gentleman, 
regardless  of  expense,  to  lodge  a  poor  working  roan  with  whatever  mag- 
ttificeoce  he  may  fancy ;  he  thus,  possibly,  bestows  comfort  on  a  few  per- 
sons, at  a  very  needless  cost,  and  gratifies  his  own  taste — ^but  this  is  all. 
The  man  who  proposes  only  plain  neatness,  convenience,  and  economy, 
doef  more  i  be  sets  a  useful  example,  which  his  neighbours  may  be  induced 
to  follow.*'  The  sentiment  thus  inculcated  is  peculiarly  applicable  to 
Ireland,  where,  even  when  a  wish  to  amend  the  manners  of  the  poor  is 
eTiaced,  it  is  by  no  means  unusual  to  see,  as  ornaments  to  the  vicinage  of 
a  tevoarfte  demesne,  beaotifyil  and  romantic ,  but  expensive, cottages,acting 
an  isiprovementi  on  the  ordinary  dwellings  of  the  wretched  peasantry, 
which  can  never  be  Imitated  except  by  the  affluent. 


183  BEAUT1E8   OF   EASLAHD. 

vas  fomed  lluroaghoat  neighboaiiiig  €0iqitiie89  for  the  •■ccesi 
with  which  letters  were  coUivated  in  the  sanctity  of  its  driatan. 
When  we  reflect  on  the  piety  and  urbanity  of  the  achoolniea  el 
Ireland,  in  the  sixth  and  seventh  centaries^  and  reooilM,  oft  the 
testimony  of  fiede,  if  foreign  evidence  be  wanting,  that  they  re- 
ceived^  with  benevolent  hospitality,  aspirants  after  learauig  Iroa 
other  conntries*  including  Britain,  we  must  needs  look  back  with 
veneration,  and  most  also  regard  with  a  sigh  of  pity  the  pretest 
hnoiility  of  this  fallen  town ! 

The  Abbey  founded  by  St.  Finian  was  often  destroyed  by  fire, 
the  first  recorded  calamity  of  that  description  occurring  A.D.  746. 
In  the  ninth  century  it  was  repeatedly  plundered,  and  twice 
destroyed^  by  the  Danes.  From  these  freqoent  instances  of  de- 
molition by  casualty  of  fire,  or  the  ravages  of  predatory  bands, 
we  learn  that  the  buildings,  however  extensive,  were  ooa^osed 
of  firagile  materials ;  and  the  same  calamities  occurred  in  several 
succeeding  ages.  About  the  year  1 175,  the  abbey  was  refonnded 
by  Walter  de  Lacy,  fcMr  canons  regular  following  the  rule  of  St 
Augustin.  Its  possessions  were  ample,  and  were  chiefly  granted, 
by  Queen  Elizabeth  and  Edward  VI.  to  the  families  of  CusadE 
and  Slane.  In  the  year  1610,  the  monastic  buildings,  with  lands 
in  this  county,  were  granted  to  Sir  Thomas  Lioftns,  fourth  son  of 
the  archbishop  of  that  name,  to  hold  by  the  twentieth  part  of  a 
knight's  fee  3  ,which  estates  were  confirmed  to  his  son,  in  16S9, 
in  virtue  of  the  commission  for  the  remedy  of  defective  titles* 

The  remains  of  the  buildings  erected  after  the  refoandrntioa  of 
the  abbey,  were,  until  a  recent  date,  of  some  extent,  and  of  cod- 
siderable  interest;  but  we  r^ret  to  state,  that,  with  indiffereace 
almost  amounting  to  barbarous  apathy,  they  have  lately  been  en* 
iirely  destroyed,  with  the  exception  of  the  antient  and  richly- 
sculptured  font,  which  is  removed  to  the  modern  chnrch  of  Qooard, 
a  fabric  completed  in  the  year  ISIO.* 

*  We  believe  that  the  only  memorial  eztaot,  respecting  the  stale elthe 
ruins  of  Clonard  in  the  latter  bal  f  of  the  eighteenth  centory ,  ii  thAieoatehwd 
in  the  MonaAticoD.  Itmaynotbenodeftirabletofepriat^inthepneseaivoilt, 
the  account  there  drawn  up  hy  Mr.  ArchdalU   **  TheealrwiceialnlhiMhhey 
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AMMMMvy,  Qiukr  the  invocstbn  of  the  Virgin  hbtj,  wm  also 
fended  here,  bjr  O'MehghliB,  KiDgofMeatb,  before  the  eatry 
of  the  Bnglieh.  This  mumery  was  reformed  to  the  role  of  St. 
Asgutin^  by  Pope  Celestbie  III.;  bet  afterwards  sank  into 
psrerty,  and  becaoM  a  cell  to  the  nmmery  of  St.  Brigid  of  Odra^ 
or  Odder. 

At  Ballybooak,  two  and  a  half  miles  from  donard,  towards  the 
soath-west,  KPrionf  was  ^oonded^  in  the  twelfth  century,  by  Jordan 
Comin,  for  canons  of  the  order  of  St.  Augostin.  Thomas  Ber- 
miBgham,  the  last  prior,  surrendered  the  priory  and  its  possessions 
la  the  nineteenth  of  Henry  VIII.  In  the  sacceeding  year  was 
paMiely  bmrnt  a  cmd&x,  bdongiog  to  this  priory,  which  had 
bsea  held  in  great  veneration.  Remains  of  the  buildings  are  still 
to  be  seen,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  fioyne. 

Atb»ot>  a  small  market  and  fiur  town,  is  distant  from  Dnblin 
tventy^nine  miles,  towards  the  north-west.  A  Friary,  dedicated 
to  tbe  Blessed  Vkgin  of  Moeat  Carmel,  was  either  first  established 
or  refended  here,  in  the  year  1317*    Chqiters  of  the  order  were 


ilw  wett  ui»^  wftsthroosb  asmal]  bnildinf  »witii  a  lodge  over  it,  which  led  on 
iato  a  small  court.  To  the  right  of  this  coart  i taod  the  kitchen  and  cellars 
■ad  over  them  the  dormitory,  ranging  with  the  river,  and  overlooking  the 
prden  which  doped  from  thence  to'  the  water's  edge.  Opposite  the  en- 
trance was  another  small  apartment,  andadjohiing  It  the  refbctoi^,  which 
was  carrsed  for  tome  length  beyond  the  square,  and  joidod  the  choir,  a 
large  and  elegant  bnildiag,  most  part  of  which  itill  renaiait  and  the  win* 
^Wi  are  finished  in  a  light  Gothic  style.  On  the  sonth  side  of  the  altar, 
ixed  in  the  wall,  is  a  small  double  arch,  in  the  old  Saxon  manner,  and 
divided  hy  a  ptilar,  through  which  iron  bars  were  fixed.  This  is  snppoied 
t6  have  boen  tile  fonnder^s  tomb.  There  are  mnny  remains  of  walls,  ad« 
jehriag  the  ether  parts  of  Om  abbey,  bttt  In  «o  rnlnons  a  tute,  that  Ihtto 
isformatioB  can  be  glenood  from  them.  At  a  little  distance  from  the  oast 
wiadow,  in  the  burial  ground,  stands  a  small  chapel,  in  which  is  a  table 
■enament,  ornamented  with  the  eifigies  of  a  man  and  a  woman.  In  a 
prayiag  posture,  and  dressed  in  the  ruff  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  time.  The 
•Mas  are  adorned  with  many  coats  of  arms  i  that  of  the  fiunlly  of  Dillon  ia 
nost  conspicuous."— Monast.  Hib,  pp.  595-6. 
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bdd  at  this  frUry  in  the  years  13S5,  and  I4fff.  Its  diisalailioift 
took  place  in  the  tbirty-fiirst  of  Henry  VIII.  Thomas  Bligh>  Em|. 
ancestor  of  Earl  Darnley>  had>  in  1681^  a  grant  of  four  yearly  Iofs 
at  this  town.  He  also  obtained  permission  from  King  WiUian^  in 
the  year  1694,  \o  erect  into  a  manor^  termed  the  manor  of  Athboy, 
his  estates  in  the  parishes  of  Athboy,  Rathmorci  Moyagher,  and 
Kildalkey,  with  power  to  hold  courts^  and  many  other  privileges. 
This  is  a  town  of  little  trade.  Its  annaal  fairs  are  chiefly  for  the 
sale  of  cattle^  bnt  are  not  largely  attended. 

RATHMoas^  the  estate  on  which  the  Bligh  family^  ennobled  by 
the  title  of  £arl  Darnley,  has  been  seated  since  the  middle  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  is  distant  from  Athboy  about  one  mik, 
towards  the  north-west.  John  Bligh,  Esq.  the  first  of  this  Hunily 
who  settled  in  Treland>  was  a  citieen  and  dry-salter,  of  LiMidon, 
who  came  to  this  country  in  the  time  of  Cromwell's  goTernment, 
as  an  agent  to  the  adventurers  for  the  estates  forfeited  in  the 
rebellion  of  1641.  He  speedily  became  an  adventurer  himsdf, 
subscribing  the  sum  of  600/.  to  a  joint  stock  in  which  two  other 
speculators  were  concerned ;  and  on  catting  ioti,  among  other  ad- 
venturers, the  allotment  for  himself  and  his  associates  fell  in  the 
baronies  of  Lune  and  ''  Moghergallen,"  in  this  county,  on  pro- 
perty which  had  chiefly  belonged  to  the  Gormanston  family.  He 
seated  himself  at  Ratbmore^  a  part  of  the,  estate  thus  easily  ac- 
quired, and  shortly  augmented  his  purchases. 

In  the  first  parliament  after  the  restoration,  Mr.  Bligh  was 
returned  member  for  Athboy,  which  town  sent  two  representadves 
to  the  House  of  Commous,  previous  to  the  Union.  He  was  after- 
wards joined  id  several  lucrative  commissions  under  government. 
Thomas,  his  only  son,  who  erected  into  a  manor  the  prindpsl 
estates  of  the  family  in  this  neighbourhood,  was  also  empowered, 
by  grant  from  King  William,  to  hold  500  acres  in  demesne,  and 
to  impale  800  acres  for  deer.  John,  grandson  to  the  founder  of 
this  family,  was  created  Baron  Clifton,  o/Rathmore,  17^1  j  Vis- 
count Darnley,  of  Athboy,  17285  and  Earl  Darnley,  1725. 

Navan,  a  populous,  busy,  and  improving  town,  is  finely  situ- 
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ftled  in  the  eentnl  part  ef  the  coonty^  cm  the  banks  of  the  Boyne^ 
vhidi  mer  h^e  miitea  with  the  Blackwater.  This  was  a  place  of 
oonsideraUe  iBaportance  daring  many  ages  subsequent  to  the  entry 
of  the  Anglo-Normans,  and  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  towns 
walled  and  rendered  defensible  in  the  time  of  Hugh  de  Lacy. 
If  this  be  not  entirely  erroneous,  it  is  certain  that  a/resh  erection 
of  mural  outlines  was  found  to  be  necessary  in  the  sixteenth  cen- 
nry.  By  an  act  of  the  thirty*fonrth  of  Henry  VIII.  it  is  directed 
that  "  every  ploughed  land  within  the  county  of  Methe  and  West 
Melhe,  used  to  be  charged  with  snbsidie,  and  not  free  from  im- 
position, shall  be,  during  the  term  of  four  years,  charged  with  the 
ram  of  three  shillings  and  four-pence  towards  building  the  walls 
of  the  town  of  Navan.'** 

In  the  sub-partition  of  Meatb,  Nayan,  with  attached  palatinate 
privileges,  fell  to  the  Nangle  family,  who  took  the  title  of  baron 
from  this  estate.  By  that  family  was  founded  here,  towards  the 
temunation  of  the  twelfth  century,  an  Abbey  for  regular  canons, 
mder  the  invocation  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  Itichard  Nangle,  or 
D'Angulo,  abbot  in  1488,  was  concerned,  together  with  most  of 
the  ecd^iastics  of  this  part  of  Ireland,  in  the  rebellious  attempt 
to  place  Lambert  Simnel  on  the  throne  >  for  which  ofience  against 
the  stale  he  received  a  pardon  from  Henry  VII.  The  abbey  was 
snnepdered  to  the  crown  in  the  thirty-first  of  Henry  Vill.  and 
horse  barracks  have  been  since  built  on  its  site. 

The  Church  of  Navan  is  a  commodious  building,  lately  re- 
edified,  with  the  aid  of  6D0/.  given,  and  1100/.  lent,  by  the  Board 
sf  First  FVnits .  The  new  structure  was  completed  in  1817*  Dr. 
Beanfert,  author  of  a  ''  Memoir  of  a  Map  of  Ireland,**  was  for 
maof  years  recl<v  <^  the  Union  in  which  Navan  is  situated,  but 
did  not  reside  here.  A  sdhod  for  gratuitous  education  was  fpunded 
and  endowed  by  Alderman  John  Preston,  in  1686. 

This  town  has  receired  very  important  advantages  from  a 
canal,  oommanicating  with  the  great  com  port  of  Drogheda.  The 
weekly  market  for  the  sale  of  com  is  largely  attended,  and  the 

*  Lambeth  MSS.  as  cited  in  the  Appendix  to  Tbompsoo'v  Survey  of 
MMlb. 
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imhMJtu^  are  actiTely  eagaged  ia  fsrma  bnuidKS  •f  tke  pra- 
viik«  trade.  Mach  aackiog  ia  alio  nmuilaoiwed  ia  the  toini  aad 
aeiglibearlieod.  Tbe  beoefita  ariaiag  from  the  aaoeaaaftil  apiritef 
oottUBerdal  eDteq>ri8e^  arei^)|pareat  ul  the  rapklincreaaeof  eligibb 
baikttnfi^  aad  the  great  rise  ia  the  valae  «f  local  property. 

Atbmthmt  CASWLMi  oa  the  borders  of  themer,  k  the  vidaity 
of  the  aboTe  towoi  exhilnta  the  exteli8i?e  raiaa  of  a  apadaii 
Bianaioa>  ia  the  Style  whicfa  pra?aited  ia  the  aefeataeath  oeatory, 
aaited  with  the  heraher  Testigea  of  a  fortified  baildiBg. 


DvKMOw  GAiTLa,  aitttated  oa  the  aorthi^eaat  of  Navaa,  wai 
origiaaUy  boilt  by  De  Lacy.  The  fabric  at  praaeat  oaaaiata  of  aa 
obleag  pile,  iaaked  withdrealartowen^  ia  thenaaaerof  the  aatieat 
Nanaaa  keep.  This  eaatle  was  fortified  ia  the  seveateeath  eea- 
t«ry>  aad  vras  defeaded  for  the  royal  party  by  Captaia  Power,  m 
the  year  ld41«  aotil  he  was  iadooed  by  a  stratagem  to  aarreader. 
The  boiMihg  was  afterwards  repaired,  wfaea  the  aeeoad  Kiag  Janes 
was  ia  Irelaad. 

At  DoNsoBMoaa  is  a  roaod  or  pillar  tower,  resNirlcabb  for 
haviag,  OD  the  key-stone  over  the  eatraaoe,  a  carred  rsprsssa* 
tation  of  the  Savioar  ea  the  cross.  Coatigooas  »e  the  raias  of 
aa  aatieat  church.  It  is  said  that  St.  Fitrick  fooaded  aa  ahbsy 
here,  over  which  he  placed  St. 


BaLiiNTSB^  the  seat  of  Lord  Tara»  is  distant  three  aaies  iron 
Na?aa«  aad  is  agreeably  sitaated  oa  the  soathera  banks  Of  thn 
rifer  Boyae.  The  aiaosioa  was  erected  by  the  graadfklher  of  tin 
preseat  aoUemaa,  after  the  desigas,  as  we  believe,  of  MEr.  Cam^^ 
memorable  for  aitrodociag  to  Irelaad  the  FaBadiaa  style  of  arM- 
teelore.  The  plaa  comprcdieDds  a  c^tral  stroctare,  ooatahiiag 
the  priacipal  apartmeots,  with  wings,  haviag  the  appearaaee  of 
aqaare  distiaet  houses,  comamaicatiDg  with  the  aiaia  baSldiog  by 
colonnades,  now  occupied  as  conservatories.  Considerable  in- 
ternal improvements  have  lately  been  carried  into  execatioai 
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AeftBilefQl4trattMB  of  Lady  Turn.  Hm  »tt«iliad  pvuids 
mm  (fitpoMi  wMi  nweh  j«d|pM«l«  aad  are  grekly  wridied  bf 
iaa  sad  diveniiM)  viavrt  of  Ike  rivar  Boyne*  tba  feiltta  ^saoatvy 
aa  kM  baid«a,.attd  aiawiUiiioaa  traeta  in  tke  dfetanoa. 

On  tka  noftharn  banka  of  the  mer  Boyne^  in  Ibe  ?icmity  of 
Uw  above  aeat»  }a  Amv%amaqb,  or  ArdnaHa,  tbe  eatata  of  Earl 
Ladloir.  A  oMnaalary  waa  founded  bere,  early  in  the  aiztb  ce»- 
tary^  by  St.  F&aiaa  of  CloBard>  bat  ao  particnlara  bare  been  pm- 
larred  conceraiDg  tbe  biatory  of  tbat  foqadation.  Ardaallagb* 
wbkb  bad  conatitatod  part  of  tbe  large  possessions  of  tbe  Nangiea, 
baraia  of  Naran^  passed  into  tbe  fiuouly  of  Praatoa,  by  tbe  mar* 
riafe  of  Iiagb»  son  of  Martin  Preston^  Esq.  tbird  son  of  Jeoico, 
third  Viscoont  Oonnanston,  witb  a  daughter  of  Jocelya  Nangle, 
baaosi  of  Na¥an>  in  an  early  year  of  tbe  seventeentb  cendury. 
llary>  daaghtcr  9mi  bair  to  Jobn  Fkeston*  Esq.  descended  from 
tbe  abore  Uagb,  married  Peter  Ludlow,  Esq.  vbo  represented 
tbe  county  of  Meatb  in  parliament^  in  1719,  and  1727.  By  tbb 
marriage  tbe  estate  paased  to  tbe  noble  family  in  wbose  possession 
it  stOl  remaiaa.  Peter  Ladlowj  son  of  tbe  last-named  gentleman^ 
by  bos  wife  Mary  P^reatouj  ancceeded  to  tbe  maternal  estate^  and 
ivnaereated  Baron  Lndlow>  o/Ardamll^gk,  in  1755;  and  Viscount 
Preston,  rfArdtuUagi,  and  Earl  Ludlow,  in  17^*  Tbe  Cunily 
seat  and  demesne  at  tbis  place,  unite  with  tboae  of  Bellinter  in 
greatly  ornamenting  tbe  banka  of  the  Boyne. 

.Tbe  rains  of  QncTrrn  Abbxt,  diatani  three  miles  from  tbe 
town  of  Trim,  and  fanr  miles  from  Navan,  afl[ord  an  interesting  and 
pietaieaqua  antiquarian  ornament  to  tbe  banks  of  tbe  same  river. 
This  refigiona  bouse  was  founded  for  Cistertian  monks,  and  planed 
nndar  tbe  invocation  of  tbe  Virgin  Mary,  by  Mnncbard  O'Mebgb* 
lin,  Kbg  of  Meatb,  about  tbe  year  1146  $  and  was  called  tbe 
jibb^  de  BemHiudkte.  Tbe  foundation  was  richly  endowed,  and 
tbe  abbot,  who  was  a  lord  of  parliament,  appears  to  baTe  lived 
ia  conaidaraUe  sftendonr.  The  demesoe  land,  at  tbe  time  of  tbe 
dissotatton^.in  tbe  34th  of  Henry  VllL  conaLited  of  ^45  acrea. 
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91ie  most  memorable  transaction  recorded^   in  sacb  wmtf 
annals  of  this  abbey  as  have  descended  to  the  present  day^  relates 
to  a  dispnte  concerning  the  interment  of  Hogh  de  Lacy,  the  first 
Lord  Palatine  of  Meath.    The  body  of  that  nobleman  was  bsried 
at  this  plaoe^  with  mnch  solemnity,  A.  D.  1195  $  but  his  head 
was  placed  in  the  abbey  of  St.  Thomas,  in  Dublin.    That  abbey 
was  founded  by  an  Anglo-Norman  chief  (William  Fitz  Anddm) 
and  de  Lacy  had  himself  largely  contributed  to  its  possessions. 
The  monks  of  St.  Thomas  claimed  the  whole  of  their  benefiu^tor's 
remains^  and  a  long  controversy  ensned  between  the  rival  abbols. 
A  reference  was  made  to  Pope  Innocent  III. ;  and,  eventually, 
the  bishop  of  Meath,  the  archdeacon  of  that  diocess,  and  the  prior 
of  Dnleek,  who  were  appointed  by  the  pope  to  decide  betweeo 
the  contending  parties,  gave  sentence  in  favour  of  the  abbey  of 
St.  Thomas.    The  value  of  this  award  was  not  entirely  chimeHcal, 
when  we  remember  the  accession  of  repute  obtained  by  monastic 
churches,  in  consequence  of  the  interment  of  distinguished  per- 
sonages within  their  walls. 

On  the  surrender  of  this  abbey,  the  fabric  consisted  of  **  a 
church,  hall,  and  cloister,  with  certain  chambers  and  other 
buildings*'  3  and  none  of  these,  except  the  domestic  parts,  and 
light  extraneous  buildings,  have  entirely  disappeared.  The  di- 
lapidated vestiges  of  this  structure  present,  indeed,  very  curious 
traces  of  the  whole  former  arrangement  and  oeconomy  of  the  most 
important  parts  of  a  monastic  edifice.  The  tower  of  entrance  is 
of  ample  proportions,  and  imparts,  in  some  degree,  a  castellated 
aspect  to  the  ruins^  The  hall  was  also  spacious  ;  and  the  cloister, 
which  is  partly  in  good  preservation,  exhibits  a  range  of  pointed 
arches,  divided  by  piers  lightened  and  adorned  with  clustered 
pillars.  Among  the  remaining  particulars  of  decoration,  is  a 
sculpture  of  the  Virgin  and  child,  placed  on  a  pedestal,  beneath  a 
coronal  canopy,  and  inserted  in  one  of  the  piers. 

Arduraccan,  distant  rather  more  than  two  miles  from  the 
town  of  Navan,  towards  the  west,  was  one  of  the  antient  bishop- 
rics which  now  form  the  diocess  of  Meath.     At  this  place  St. 
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BnccaB  founded  an  ftbbey»  in  the  yttar  6M,  of  wbicb  lie  became 
tiie  first  abbot,  as,  alio,  tbe  first  bi^op  of  the  church  erected 
by  hinaelf.  The  abbey  was  often  plundered  and  burned,  by  the 
Dines  and  domestic  enemies ;  and  little  has  been  recovered  con* 
ceming  its  history  since  1170,  in  which  year  a  part  of  the  baild- 
iogs  fell  to  the  ground. 

Ardbraocan  has  constituted,  fipom  a  very  early  period,  the 
principal  residence  of  the  bishopsof  Meath.  In  a  scarce fwmphlet,' 
whieb  detaik  many  transactions  of  the  dvil  war  in  1641  and  the 
fsUowisg  year,  this  episcopial  residence  is  described  as  a  ^^  strong 
castle.**  It  was  captured  in  that  vrar  by  the  party  opposed  to. 
^svernmenl;,  and  remnined  for  some  time  in  their  possession.. 

This  structare  haA  been  entirely  rebuilt  since  the  year  1766, 
by  bishops  Maxwell  and  0*Beime>  from  the  deaignfl  of  the  late 
Jaoies  Wyatt,  Esq.   A  conmderaUe  part  of  the  re*edification  took' 
pboe  at  the  expense  of  the  Isst  named  prelate,  and  was  performed 
onder  the  superintendanoe  of  the  late  Dr.  Beaufort.    The  bouse 
is  in  the  Palladian  style,  but  in  a  modification  adapted  to  the  di.* 
mate  and  manners  of  this  country.    The  design  coniisU  of  the> 
nain  boilding  and  two  wii^s,  conneoted  by  circular  walls  and 
niches.     In  general  character,  the  building  combiaes  the  splen- 
dour of  the  palatial  edifice  wi^  the  comfort  of  an  English  man- 
sion.    The  ^hok  is  composed  of  limestone  from  an  adjacent 
qnsrry,  which  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  thb  purposes  of  embel-- 
lished  architecture,  as,  unlike  much  of  the  building-stone  of  Ire- 
lind,  it  does  not  absorb  water,  nor  contract  a  greeil  hue  firom 
narturing  the  growth  of  lichens.    The  Interior  of  the  palace  is  a 
fine  example  of  the  elegant  taste  and  correct  judgment,  often  dfis-  * 
plsfed  by  the  late  Mr.  Wyatt,  equally,  in  the  state  and  family 
arrangements  of  a  dignified  mansion. 

The  attached  pleasure-grounds  are  extensive,  and  are  enriched 
with  ornamental  plantations,  chiefly  made,  in  a  style  of  disposal 
highly  creditable  to  the  taste  of  that  prelate,  by  Bishop  0*Beime. 
Among  the  various,  beautiful  trees  and  shrubs  in  these  grounds, 
will,  however,  be  noticed  some  cedars  of  Libanus,  and  other 
exotics,  planted  by  Bishop  Pococke,  whilst  that  learned  traveller 
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rwtdrt  for  &  slMrt  time  at  Ardbracean,  md  pnMei  over  dw 
diooesB  of  Me«th. 

The  ptfoebial  eliBPcb  of  Ardbnccaa  wu  rebuilt  onder  tlw 
aoqdcet  of  Biafaop  Maxwdl,  betweoD  the  years  ITM,  aai  ITWy 
but  in  a  homely  mode  of  design^  the  htats  of  which  wonld  appear 
to  have  been  takeu  from  domestic  rather  than  eoclesiastieal  arcki* 
tectnre.  The  interior  ie  enriched  with  ^m  epiaeopai  appendage 
of  a  thMme.  The  ceremony  of  enthfoaixatioa  ia^  howoTer,  vaoaily 
performed  at  Trim  or  Navan.  Detached  from  the  present  atroc- 
tare  is  an  antient  tower^  which  coastitoted  a  part  of  thedmieh 
formerly  on  this  site. 

Two  flftoaameats  in  the  bariai  yard  deoMod  attentife  notioe. 
The  tomb  of  Qtorge  Monig^M^ertft  ^hop  tf  MetUh  and  CUgker, 
who  died  ia  i690,  presents  figures^  redely  execnted^  of  the  bishops 
his  wife  and  daaghter.  For  an  aceoont  of  several  pecnMarMes 
ia  the  reaaaiiriog  embellishmeats  of  this  moaoment^  we  profit  by 
sone  remarks  affiMrded  in  Mr.  Shaw  Mason's  Parochial  Sar?ey. 
'^7er  the  figaresis  a  Latin  iascriptien,  parportiagthat  the  mo- 
nument hhviag  saffered  from  the  defastatioas  of  time,  or  rather  of 
saorilegioas  bands,  was  repaired  in  the  year  1750.  The  origlaal 
iBScriptiott>  which  Is  oa  the  east  side,  written  as  on  the  two  op- 
poai^s  pages  of  a  book,  is  to  the  following  effect : — ^i>eo  et  Epis- 
copo  Mideasi  posait  Geofi^as  Montgomerias  Scoto-Britaanns  di- 
vina  provideatia  Bpiscopas  midensiB  et  Ck)gherciisiS4  artaHs 
satt  51. 

"  Oa  this  side  is  a  b<ist,  with  three  plames,  sormoanted  by  a 
mitre  *,  and  over  the  mitie  is  a  cap,  with  a  %are  of  the  sacramea* 
tal  bread,  or  wafer,  used  in  the  clrarch  of  Rome.  Undenieaih 
the  bast  are  two  swords  laid  across,  interspersed  with  ilears-*de* 
Us.  On  the  west  side  is  an  angel  soanding  a  trampet,  aad  a  shield 
with  armorial  beariaga  j  aad  the  motto  nomnoU$  natif  andemeatii 
these  is  the  legend  *'  repose,"  S.M.  (Sarah  Montgomery,  the 
bishop'a  wife.)  The  sh&rid  is,  on  this  side  also,  sormoanted  by 
a  cap,  and  the  fignre  of  the  sacramental  bread.'* 

Rrom  the  repreaentatioa  of  the  wafer  osed  in  the  diarch  of 
Rome  (a  defioe  ob^lonsly  inappropriate  to  the  moaament  of  a 
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protaitttk  bU^)  it  k  coig^ctMtd  fay  ik*  writer  io  wkoa  we 
•re  ladebtMl  for  the  ttere  piprticaltfs*  "  that  the  repAiring  of 
the  nMwaient  fell  into  the  ha»ds  of  anekilAil  persons*  end  that 
teoM  pelt  of  the  aeRomeeteef  Ushape,  who  lived  before  the  re<» 
loriaatioD/*  wea  thea  added  to  ita  embelliahmeiila. 

To  the  Booth  of  the  above  monament  is  a  small  slab*  the  hua<* 
bleaad  iU*eieciited  meaocaal  of  XV.  Biekmrd  Pot^cke,  bUUp  of 
OMery  mid  ^/Mmikg  whoae  naniey  and  mtmj  daims  on  the  regard 
of poitflritf>  are  netked  ia  our  aecooat.of  the  cathedral  of  SW 
Caaiae. 

There  are  at  Ardfaracean  a  Ghartertsadbiwli  capable  of  aooooi«« 
nedatiog  aixty  boya>  and  a  parish-school  for  gratnitoaft  edaGBtun, 
ooadocted  ander  the  benevdentauapioea  of  the  Aiahep  of  Meath« 
la  the  M^kboorhood  are  aevenl  schools  of  the  same  description^ 
fooodedsAd  sappoctedby  rasadeotiadiittdBalsi — Asadistingaished 
oaave  amet  he  noticed  J9r.  Jei»  Siearm^  Fellow  of  T.  C.  D.  who 
vas  hon  in  tbe.year  17J^ft>  aft  the  hooae  of  his  ande,  Dr*  Jamea 
Ussher*  then  biahop  ol.Meallu  Dff»  Steiuae  was  author  of  seve** 
ml  works  on  divinity,  which  obtained  considerable  attention  in 
the  seventeenth  century. 

Kills*  a  small  town*  distant  from  Dublin  31i  miles*  towarde 
the  nortk'west*  is  pleasantly  sitnated  on  the  river  Bhckwater. 
AtthoQgk  the  domeatic  buildings  possess  tittle  regnlarity^  an  air 
of  neatnees  prevails  in  the  principal  pact  of  the  town*  and  tbor 
cfaorch^pire  andn«sghbo«ring  piUer-lower*  shootingjabove  the 
Qass  of  habitations*  impart  a  dignity  and  interest  to  the  approadh^ 
not  always  possessed  by  places  of  greater  real  importance.  How* 
ever  de^cient  an  conMncrdal  consequence*  Kells  was  once  of  great 
eodesiastical  celebrity,  and  waa  of  so  moch  value*  io  a  military 
pointof  view*  ^t  it  waa  formerly  deemed  the  ke^  ofM^k, 

This  town  ia  &nit  reeogniaed  in  history  as  the  site  of  a  monaa- 
tery*  founded  about  die  year  560*  by  ^.  Gokunb.  That  reH^na 
hoase  pn^earnvdy  attained  very  distingniabed  celebrity*  and 
Kells  waa  constituted  the  see  of  a  bishop*  which  advantage  it  en- 
joyed until  the  thirteenth  century^  when  the  bbhopriowaa  nniled 
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to  thftt  of  M^atb.  The  abbey  and  towA  weiie  freqaeody  pfaudered, 
and  otherwise  intch  ifijured,  by  the  Danes  5  and  were  several 
times  destroyed  by  accidental  fire^  previoas  to  the  ej^iialMm  of 
the  twelfth  centary.  In  the  year  UB%,  a  memorable  synod  was 
held  here  by  John  Paparo,  Cardiaal  of  St.  Lanrence^  kgnte  ^ 
the  pope. 

The  entry  of  the  Anglo-Normans  eiiBOled  a  considerable  change 

in  the  fortnnes  of  this  town.    Hugh  de  Lacy,  Lord  of  Meath,  awaie 

of  its  local  importance,  strongly  fortified  Ua  town  of  Kells,  the 

*'  key'*  of  his  new  dominions ;  and  erected  here  a  castle^  wiacfa 

is  said  to  have  occupied  the  site  of  the  present  market-place.     He 

also  made  a  considerable  graot  of  knds  to  the  abbey^  which>  dws 

*  enriched  and  protected,  shone  forth  with  new  splendoar.    This 

grant  was  confirmed,  wkh  additional  benelactioas,  by  John  Earl 

of  Mortaih,  Lord  of  Ireland,  afterwards  King  John.     In  the  year 

1.3i5,  as  is  asserted  by  several  historians,  Edward  Brace  obtained 

near  Kells  a  victory  over  the  forces  of  Roger  Mortimer,  afterwards 

Earl  of  March,  and  lord  justice.    On  this  occasion  the  Conqneror 

is  said  to  have  bamed  the  town.     We  hear  but  Ihtle  o^Kells,  as 

a  military  post,  after  the  fourteenth  century,  and  it  had  certainly 

ceased  to  be  defensible  before  the  civil  wars  in  the  time  of 

CWles  I. 

The  abbetf  of  Kells  was  designed  for  regular  canons,  a,nd  was 
placed  under  the  invocation  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  The  last  abbot 
was  Richard  Plunket,  who  surrendered  the  abbey  Nov.  18th,  1541 . 
The  greater  part  of  the  possessions  was  afterwards  granted  to 
Sir  Gerald  Plunket.  Scarcely  any  traces  of  the  bnildings  are  now 
visible. 

Here  was  also  a  Priory^  or  Hospital,  under  the  invocatioa  of 
St.  John  the  Baptist,  for  CrouGhed^fnart,.tpvMded  by  Waiter  de 
Lacy,  in  the  reign  of  Richard  I.  This  hospital  was  snrremieied; 
in  the  thirty-first  of  King  Henry  VlfJ.  and  its  bnildings  and  ap- 
purtenances were  granted,  in  the  eightii  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
to  Richard  Slane,  for  the  term  pf  twenty-one  years,  at  an  anaval 
rent  of  14/:  IO0.  .The  buildings  stood  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
street  still  termed  St.  Jdhn*8  street. 
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The  CharAot  Kdb  is  a  pkdn  ttractare,  of  no  grett  aatiqoity, 
well  fitted  ep  and  in  good  preserretioa.  The  most  eonspicooos 
nKMnuaeat  is  that  of  Sir  Thomas  Taylor»  first  baronet  of  his  family^ 
and  saoestor  of  the  Marqaess  of  Headfort^  who  died  Angost  Sth^ 
1756 1  and  Anne  bis  wife,  danghter  of  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  of 
Combermere,  County  of  Chester,  Bart,  who  died  August  ^nd, 
1710.  The  nonnment  consists  of  a  large  sarcophagus  of  grey 
DvUe,  wUch  rests  on  three  eagles*  daws,  and  supports  an  nm 
apen  an  altar  of  white  marble,  between  two  Corinthian  pillars. 
The  rectory  of  KeUs  is  united  to  the  chapelries  of  Bnnry,  Duleen^ 
tod  RaUiboyne,  and  with  them  forms  the  corps  of  the  Archdea- 
conry of  Meath. 

Ob  the  north  side  of  the  church  is  an  insulated  tower,  on  one 
fimit  of  which  are  three  busts,  carved  in  stone,  representing  a 
prehte  and  two  other  dignitaries  of  the  church.  Beueath  is  an 
infcriptiottt  stating  that  the  church  of  Kells,  bdng  in  decay,  was 
re-edified,  A.  D.  1572,  by  Hugh  Brady,  bishop  of  Meath.  It 
Bsjr  be  obserred  that  this  conduct  was  particularly  meritorious, 
SI  the  see  of  Meath  was  so  poor  when  Bishop  Brady  took  posses- 
sioa  of  it,  that  a  respite  of  five  years  was  allowed  to  him  for  the 
payment  of  first  firuits. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  chnrch,  towards  the  south,  and  also  nemr 
ikenieof  ike  abbey  fawnded  by  St.  Columb,  is  a  round  or  pillar- 
tower,*  said  by  Mr.  Archdall  to  measure  ninety-nine  feet  from  the 

*  It  ft  a  circnmttance  highly  worthy  of  bbiervatloD,that  we  snlfomily 
meet  with  theie  towen  as  former  a^oncts  of  such  monacteriet  in  Ireland, 
•1  are  taid  to  have  heen  foaadedlo  the  early  centuriet  of  the  Chrlttian  »ra } 
to  which  ages  we  have.  Id  the  Introduction  to  this  work*  Tentured  to  ascribe 
tie  erectkm  of  the  Irish  Pillar-towers.  This  very  rensarkable  coincidence 
bnotieeiby  theOhev.  de  Montmorency  in  the  following  words:  **  It  is 
certain  that  we  only  meet  these  Pillar-towers  coupled  with  our  very 
oldest  monanteries  and  abbeys  |  those  that  owe  their  foundation  to  Hm 
Declans,  the  Abhans*  the  Patricks,  ftc.  and  to  their  immodiato  coatem* 
poraries  and  disciples  i  subsequent  to  whom,  •since  the  latter  end  of  the 
seTOttth  century,  no  more  PUIar-towers  were  builL — For  instance,  tliere 
is  one,  very  Ugh  and  beautifnl,  attached  to  the  Abbey  of  Downpatricfc, 
seated  on  the  Longh  of  Straagford,  in  which  St.  Patrick,  the  founder,  was 
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gronnd ;  but  that  measirfetiKiiit  'pi^obaMy  indiided  ttie  aalient 
conical  capping,  'vMdh  Ims  Mien  siiice  Mr.  ArcMall  composed 
the  Mornasticon.  Near  Hie  top  are  four  apertares,  facing  theear- 
cMnal  points.  The  entrance  ia  on  the  north  side.  In  tya  dkKMM' 
yard  are  the  fragments  of  a  cross^  rtchly  decorated  with  yarioas 
ornaments. 

In  a  street  near  the  site  of  the  former  castle  is  a  seeotid- atone 
crofts^  elaborately  and  beantlfhlly  carved  irith  a  great  Satiety  of 
figares  and  devrcei^^  many  of  which  have  scr>ptnral  allu^ona.  We 
aare  told,  by  tlie  author  of  the  «*  Snrvefy  of  Meaflh/'lbat  this 
fine  cross  "  formerly  lay  prostrate/*  (having,  pr6bahly,  been 
thrown  down  at  the  time  of  the  Reformation)  ''  but  was  rd#ed 
by  the  desire,  Hmd  at  the  expense  of,  the  celebrated  Swift,  Dean 
of  i5t.l*atr5Gk*s."  Amoo]^  the  few  vestiges  of  anfiqtdty  in  ^is 
town,  is,  also,  to  be  seen  a  small  stone  roofbd  'cell  or  diapel, 
YocAlj  termed  Columb-KilFs  house. 

The  Roman  Catlwlic  <ihapel  is  a  handsome  buildtng,  erected 
after  the  designs  of  F.  Johnston  Esq. ;  and  the  Semons-home  was 
planned  by  the  sanie  architect.  The  town  of  Rells  h  fnternally 
gbterhed  by  a  sovereign'  and  deputy,  and  gives  the  litle  of  Vis- 
count, in  the  Irish  peerage,  to  the  family  of  Ohohnoiideley> 
Marquess  of  Cholmondeley. ' 

At  the  distance  of  aboi^one  mile  from  the  above  town  is 
){EAt>FORT,  ttie  fine  demesne  of  Thomas  Taylour,  Marquess  of 
I)ead/brt  and  Earl  of  Bectiye.  The  mansion  is  a  spacious  stnc- 
ttife^  9pqsijstiDg  of  a  centre  s^nd  wing6,^))ut  is  by  no  means  conspi- 
piioiis  for  arohkeotijral  beauty.^   Tb^  gri^finda  a^e  yery  exti^asive, 

JhtrMy  in  4^  i  Moth«r«  at  w^.kaya  sf^i^,  m.  4i;4jivqre^  d^flipf^jd  )bP  SL 
•Pealan  i  (wa  iit  C1<niiim«D4H4,  iin<^  ^  iiiir4l  «t  Feri^g^,  tf  ^f,  |M¥>^A  ^'^^ 
fo  St.  Ai»hiui,  at  £mly  I  9fip  fit  MtUi^ta  Sf.  Cfkiunfb  ;  9^96  tf^  $V  Mf^*  '^ 
lkiitlaad«Mf  UbcaHwi  i^we  w^a  avifthjir  at  Ardfer^,  thi^t  1^»  lately 
imklm,  iorected  to  St,  Brea|l4n»  et^ly  it}  ike  fi^t|i  Atpturj  1  0119  at  ^^^Kn^, 
aiid  BMiDAet  at  Clo«ilalliii»,  to  9U  Gf ofHiQ  s  tim  Tower  «f  Liwiky  0  St* 
MiuxuUind;  of  Swerda,  la  St-  Qf^hmii  aficf  ^  Fioa^i  of  Pl^^bi|mia>  to 
J9l.:Mol^tfW|  of  CUi»tfd»Jo«||bt.^Q  ^t«  I^vift  brotbei  ^  ^..p^bio,  ^c.*' 
Mmi^y  on  tk^  Or^^la  i>C  t|ie  Irlyk  V^f^r-MHifpr^  4^  i^j^iMf^fo/ 

*  We  are  informed  by  Mr.  Jobi^fton,  that  plans  hava  been.^Drnialie4 
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an*  area  of  more  than  1,200  acres  beio^  enclosed  witUu  stona 
walls,  twelve  feet  in  heighU  The  river  here  espands  into  a  noble 
sliett  of  water  J  and  the  plantations,  which,  together  with  the  other 
improTemeDta  at  this  place«  were  entirely  made  by  the  late  Earl 
ofBective,  are  nomeroos*  well-disposed,  aad  thriving. 

Thomas  TayJoar,  Esq.  ancestor  of  the  noble  proprietor  of  this( 
demesne,  came  into  Ireland  with  the  celebrated  Sir  William  Petty, 
whose  associaite  he  had  been  at  school  and  college.  He  assisted 
Sir  WiUiam  in  making  the  Do  wo  Survey  ;  and,  about  the  year 
1660,.  porchased  large  estates  in  Meath,  including  the  town  and 
townlanda  of  Kells.  Sir  Thomas  Taylour,  the  third  .bacoi^et  of 
thj3  family,  was  created  Baron  Headfort  in  1760 ;  Viscoant 
Headfort  In  17^  y  and  Earl  Bective,  of  Bective  castlci  in 
1766,  Thpmaa,  second  Earl  of  Bective,  was  further  advanced 
ia  the  IriaU -peerage,  as  Marquess  of  Headfort,  on  the  ^9tU  of 
December,  1600. 

StoMbro^he,  the  residence  of  the  Rev.  the  Archdeacon  of 
lleatb,  situated  at  ^n  agreeable  distance ,  from  the  above,  to wa^ 
on  the  Dortb  side,  is  one  of  the  principal  ornaments  of  tjnis 
neighboorhood.  We  are  not  aware  that  a  liner  apot^for  the  erection 
of  a  villa  is  to  be  found  iu  this  part  of  the  county,  and  the  whole 
demesne  is  jjidiciously  disposed.  And  preserved  with  g^eat  care. 

At  Casylis  KiEiuN.  distant  from  Kells  four  miles,  on  the 
north  of  the  roadleediog  to  Oldcastk,  are  some  remains  o/^a 
imall  chor4:b,  dedicated  to  St.  Kieran,  M;ho  flourished  iu  the  early 
partof  the  8ixtl).ceiiti^-y,  and  is  said  to  liave  been  educated,  ip 
the  neigHbouppg  school  of  Clunard.  In  the  cemetery,  attached  to 
these  roins.is  a  very  fine- stone  cross,  richly  sculptured.  Here  is 
a  holy  spring,  much  resorted  to  by  the  peasantry  on  the  first 
Saoday  in  August,  who  believe  that  it  has  the  property  of  coring 

•  •  •  • 

diseases, by;  miracnlous  influence. 

A  csrioof  discovery  of  the  remaiiis  of  some  ppoose  ^eor^  once 

by  diat  JodicioQs  architect   for  alterations  and  lmpro?eineotfl   of   the 
■uoHiOB  of  Ho«dfort,  fBUcb  we  hope  may -Mion  h^  carried  iiMo  effect. 

o  2  .      . 
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nnmerotts  in  Irdaod,  has  recently  occorred  on  the  estate  of  Mr. 
Dyagj  a  few  miles  distant  from  the  town  of  Kells.    Some  labourers 
employed  in  cutting  tnrf,  on  an  elevated  part  of  an  extensive  bog 
belonging  to  that  gentleman^  found,  at  the  depth  of  a  lew  feet 
beneath  the  sarfaoe,  the  tops  of  a  row  of  strong  oaken  poles,  from 
six  to  eight  inches  in  diameter,  which  proved,  on  sinking  to  the 
ewth  into  which  they  were  driven,  to  vary  in  length  from  ten  to 
fifteen  feet.  It  was,  also,  then  found  that  they  were  placed  at  inter- 
vals, of  about  six  inches  apart.   A  considerable  quantity  of  the  bog 
adjoii^ing  these  poles  having  been  cleared  away,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  they  formed  a  portion  of  an  extensive  enclosure, 
of  a  circular  form.     Within  this  enclosure,  and  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  poles,  were  found  very  numerous  fossil 
remains  of  the  moose  deer.    A  discovery  of  the  vestiges  of 
this  animal,  under  such  circumstances,  we  believe  to  be  unique. 
It  may,  with  every  appearance  of  probability,  be  conjectured  that 
the  pole,  or  stakes,  formed  an  enclosure  used  for  entrapping  the 
deer,  who  were  driven  into  it  by  hunters.     It  will  be  recollected 
that  the  same  method  is  still  used,  in  capturing  the  elephant,  by 
hunters  in  Africa.* 

At  KiufAiNHAM-BEG  (locally  termed  KU-heg),  distant  from 
the  town  of  Kells  four  miles,  towards  the  N.  E.  a  Cammtmdery 
for  Knights  of  the  Order  of  St,  John  of  Jerusalem  was  founded, 
in  the  reign  of  Richard  I.,  by  Walter  de  Lacy,  lord  of  Meath. 
A  lease  of  this  entire  commandery  was  granted,  in  the  year 
1500,  by  the  prior  of  Kilmainham,  to  Peter  Bamwall,  of  Stack- 
alian,  Gent. ;  and,  according  to  an  inquisition  made  in  1588, 
it  was  found  that  the  fabric  was  in  a  ruinous  condition,  "  owing 
to  the  devastations  committed  by  Sir  Thomas  Bamwall,  Knt. 
Alexander  his  son,  and  Sir  Thomas  Cusack."  Scarcely  any 
traces  of  the  buildings^  which  comprised  a  ''  castle,  chapel, 
legatc-hoose,  and  bawn,  with  a  stone  wall,"  are  now  to  be  seen. 

■ 

«  For  tbe  above  particnlara  we  are  iitdabfed  to  inforaiatioB  cearey^d 
by  William  Morriioii,  Esq. 
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MoTBATH  Castlb  wa8  originally  bnilt,  according  to  the  aonals 
oflnniafallen,  in  the  year  1219,  by  the  Viceroy  Lord  Geoffrey 
Monre«  (Baron  dc  Montemarisco).  The  manor  and  castle  of 
Moyrath  were  purchased  by  William-Oge  Nugent,  secx>nd  son  of 
WiUiam>  first  Baron  of  Delvin,  and  firom  that  time  became  the 
Mat  of  a  branch  of  the  Nogent  family,  denominated  after  this 
phice.  The  above-named  William-Oge  was  knighted  by  Edmond 
Mortimer,  Earl  of  March,  and  married,  before  the  year  1389, 
Joan^  daaghter  of  Sir  Thomas  de  Tuite,  of  the  Sonnagh,  in 
Westmeath,  by  whom  he  had,  among  other  issue,  Thomas  Nugent, 
progenitor  of  the  baronet  family  of  Nugent  of  Moyrath. 

NoBBBR,  a  small  fair  and  post  town,  is  celebrated  as  the  birth- 
place of  Cardan^  the  last  minstrel  of  Ireland,  whose  compositions 
rival  those  of  the  antient  bards  of  his  country,  in  beauty,  in  me- 
lancholy, and  in  pathos,  although  the  triumphs  of  war,  or  the 
melody  of  lamentation  over  the  public  sorrows  of  Erin,  were  not 
with  him,  as  with  his  predecessors,  the  great  inspiriting  Cficita- 
tbns  of  musical  genius. 

Turlongh  0*Garolan  was  born  in  16'70,  and  was  the  son  of  a 
&rmer,  in  humble  circumstances.  He  was  deprived  of  his  sight 
by  the  ravages  of  the  small  pox,  at  so  early  a  period  of  life  that 
he  ^'  remembered  no  impression  of  colours.*'  He  was  accustomed. 
to  say,  when  speaking  of  this  calamity,  "  that  his  eyes  were 
transplanted  into  his  ears  ;**  and  so  apparent  became,  even  during 
cliildhood,  his  acute  sensibility  to  the  concord  of  sweet  sounds^ 
that  his  friends  procured  him  a  professional  instructor  on  the  harp, 
before  he  had  completed  the  twelfth  year  of  his  age.  He  was^ 
however,  a  natural  genius  of  the  &t»t  rank,,  and  was.  born  to 
create  rather  than  to  practise.  Although  his  harp  was  rarely  un- 
Btrang,  he,  in  general,  as  is  observed  by  Mr.  Wjdker,  ^'  only  used 
it  to  assist  him  in  composition ;  his  fingers  wandered  amongst  the. 
strings,  in  quest  of  the  sweets  of  melody.*'  In  proof  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  such  a  statement,  it  must  be  noticed  that,  in  his. 
desultory  travels,  he  was  attended  by.  a  harper,  who  aocompaniect 
bis  voice,  and  supplied  bia  want  of  skill  in  practical  musiq. 
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A  keen  susceptibility  to  the  charms  of  inaslc  is  ofcvioaslj 
favourable  to  aa  iudalgence  of  the  tender  passions.  At  an  early 
age  Carolan  became  enamoured  of  a  lady,  by  name  Miss  Bridget 
Cruise  3  and  the  song  addressed  by  him  to  that  fair  object  of  his 
wishes,  is  supposed  to  be  his  chefd'mtvre.  Miss  Cruise,  howerer, 
refused  his  hand  3  but  tiie  sympathy  remaining  true,  altbongli  the 
object  might  change,  he  shortly  found  a  solace  in  marriage  with  a 
young  woman  of  a  respectable  family,  named  Mary  Mac  Guire, 
bv  whom  he  had  seven  children.  He  now  fixed  his  residence  on  a 
small  farm  near  Moshill,  in  the  county  of  Leitrim  ;  but  the  fate  of 
genius  followed  him  to  his. little  habitation.  He  prosecuted hii 
studies  in  music  and  poetry  with  great  care,  but  quite  neglected, 
in  the  ardour  of  such  pursuits,  and  in  the  pleasures  of  an  un- 
bonnded  hospitality,  a  due  attention  to  prudential  concerns.  He 
consequently  soon  abandoned  a  farm  that  was  an  incumbrance 
rather  than  a  source  of  emolument,  and  commenced  the  KCe  of  an 
itinerant  musician. 

Although  we  must  deplore,  in  our  sympathy  with  faim  as  a 
husband  and  a  father,  the  irregularity  of  habits  which  led  to  wander- 
ings so  strange  in  modern  times,  this  is,  evidently,  ihe  part  of 
Carolan's  biography  in  which  the  general  reader  is  most  mterested. 
Whilst  reflecting  upon  the  high  character  he  has  obtained  as  a 
musical  composer,  and  the  attractive  light  in  which  he  appears  as 
a  successor,  and  representative,  in  an  altered  season,  of  the  an- 
tient  bards,  we  are  anxious  to  know  the  degree  of  personal  oonse- 
quence  he  assumed,   and  the  reception  he  experienced. 

We  learn  from  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Walker,  in  the  Appendix  to 
that  writer's  "  Memoirs  of  the  Irish  Bards,"  that  '*  he  travelled 
on  a  good  horse,  and  was  attended  by  a  harper  in  the  character  of 
a  domestic.*'  By  the  same  author  we  are  told,  that,  in  regard  to 
pecuniary  affairs,  he  was  enabled  to  maintain  a  middle  coarse, 
neither  suffering  poverty  nor  (as  will  be  supposed)  knowing,  by 
experience,  the  meaning  of  the  word  affluence.  If  such  be  the 
fact,  the  degree  of  competence  he  enjoyed  mnst'have  proceeded, 
80  far  as  wc  are  informed,  from  the  assistance  of  those  who  ad- 
mired his  genius  ^ — nor  could  his  proper  pride  be  hurt  when 
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aoec^tiiig  litvMi^S'  MioMely  realdrtd,  'mleo-  Miek  a  eomfh^ 
Bceamou  of  tafent  to  wealtk  he  well  knew  to  liive  boen>  threofh 
6me  httBieraodal,  tht  catloiii  of  hio  bordic  ^rdecefesdrs. 

Id  tUsoootitr^  every  deserring  nuib  i»  sere  of  a  boatHlteb&i 
Moeptioti }  and  k  is  trdy  gnitefal  to  have  the  opfK>rlnni(t^  of 
ohsor? ing  that^  with  one  esseptioa  (an  inolrdiiioto  littaehiielit  t» 
whiskey,  ih«  mne  of  IrelandJ,  the  nioral  worth  of  Carolan  is^ 
snred  the  respect  of  those,  whose  first  indioement  to  adaait  faiiiy 
to  a  cotmexioB  proceedied  from  his  repntadon  for  talent.  Hie 
wsBt  of  temperance  was  excased  in  him,  as  a  poet  pieadiog  tM 
M^e  of  antiquity ;  and  it  does  not  appear  that  luB  libaUono 
wcte  habitocdly  orried  to  a  disgracefal  ex<%ss.  He  banquietle^ 
«ilh  the  lords  of  mansions,  and  was  received,  as  a  decorous 
and  amasing  oompatfion,  by  their  ladies  and  daughters.  Snok 
aels  di  hospstaiity  he  repaid'  by  musical  compositions  in  honsar'oS 
his  entertainers,  destined  to  deliglit  posterity,  and  to  add  to  the 
fame  of  his  conntry ! 

la  thelo  bardic  ramblin^s  were  passed  Hie  prime  and'th^  de- 
cline ol  Carolan*s  life.  His  oonstitiition  was  siovly.  But  ^r'«* 
ceptibly,  sinking,  before  an  indnlgene^  in  the  nse  of  Spiritvoo^ 
liqnors,  when  his  feelings  experienced  an  insurmountable  shock, 
from  the  loss  ci  hid  wife,  who  died  m  1733.  S^ghtlesSf  old; 'and 
tUk,  be  coaM  not  loJog  oomhat  with  the  world  after  sneh  ak» 
ereat.  He  expired  at  AlderfOrd,  in  the  connfy  of  Roscommon,  iit» 
the  year  1738,  and  in  the  68th  year  of  his  age. 

A  dissertation  on  the  merits  and  defects  of  Uie  musical  oom^- 
sitiotts  prodneed  by  tliis  distingnished  man,  will  not  be  dxpected  id' 
tlie  present  work.  He  is  said  to  have  '*  oatsirif^ed  his  ^reddc^-^ 
SOTS  in  the  thvea  species  of  composition  nsed  unong  the  IrishL": 
We  can  tmly  assert,  from  experience,  that  his  best  pieces;  wheii 
perfiMiaod  on  the  favourite  iastmment  of  his  naliye  inland,  go  di- 
rectly home  to  the  heait,  and  lead  the  fbelangs  willing  ernds 
ddlghted  captives.  Garolan^s  is  the  masid  of  natare,  thoiaasic» 
of  the  passions  $  and,  as  snch,  most  last  whilst  just'  tasta  aadf 
a  love  of  simplicity  maiatain  their  stations  in  the  hotaan  bdaoifi* 
If  ever  neglected  by  the  courtly,  his  airs  wiH  still  be  diertsteed  ose 
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the  mounlaioe  of  Irdand,  and  in  the  rustic  sedasWn  of  its  rA»  f 
for  nature  responds  when  the  harp  vibrates  to  his  ooaceptiono* 

His  mosic  has  lately  been  madoj  in  some  d^ree,  fiuniliarto  the 
English  public,  by  a  popular  adaptation,  and  by  the  words  of  a 
modem  faronrite  writer.  The  airs  of  Carolan  were  chi<Jy  ooa- 
posed  daring  his  wanderings^  and  were  prindpally  designed  as 
bardic  compliments,  and  expressions  of  gratitade  and  esteem,  to 
the  persons  by  whom  he  was  kindly  received.  We  have  already 
noticed  the  best  of  his  amatory  pieces.  His  ''  receipt  for  drinking- 
whiskey"  was  composed  on  his  recurring  to  the  fatal  indolgeBce 
of  his  libations,  after  an  abstinence  of  six  weeks.  He  also  com- 
posed several  pieces  of  church  music.  His  inspiring  genius  pre- 
sided over  the  chords  of  his  harp  alone :  as  a  poet  we  are  not 
aware  that  he  has  ever  risen  above  mediocrity.  He  was  little  in- 
debted to  education.  Of  the  classical  languages  he  was  entirely 
ignorant,  nor  had  he  acquired  much  knowledge  of  English  until 
an  advanced  period  of  life. 

At  Briiias,  near  Nobber,  is  the  handsome  villa  of  Thomas 
Bligh,  Esq.  recently  enlarged,  and  much  improved,  after  the 
designs  of  Mr.  Francis  Johnston. 

Slanb,  which  gives  name  to  a  barony  in  the  north-east  psrt 
of  this  county,  is  very  finely  situated  on  the  river  Boyne,  :at  the 
distance  of  twenty-four  miles  from  Dublin.  The  houses  of  which 
this  village  is  composed  are  chiefly  modem,  and  of  an  ornamental 
character.  The  neat  and  respectable  aspect  of  the  dwellings; 
the  natural  beauty  of  situation ;  and  the  higldy-cnltivated  scenery 
displayed  in  several  neighbouring  demesnes,  unite  in  rendering 
this  village  one  of  the  most  attractive  spots  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Ireland. 

Slane,  which  l^ad  been  a  place  of  considerable  note  previooa 
to  the  entry  of  the  English,  constituted,  in  years  briefly  subse- 
quent to  that  event,  a  borough  in  Hugh  de  Lacy's  palatinate.  Hie 
manor  and  its  dependencies  were  long  possessed  by  the  fiunily  off 
Fleming,  whose  ancestor  entered  Ireland  with  De  Lacy,  and  who 
took  from  this  place  the  title  of  Lord  of  Slaoe,  fixing  his  resi- 
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denoe  at  a  castle  in  tlia  vicinity  of  the  town.  These  proprietors 
forfeited  the  estate  In  the  unhappy  year  1641,  and  it  was  soon 
afterwards  acqoired  by  its  present  pos^MBMors,  the  fiunily  of  Conyng* 
ham,  ennobled  by  the  titles  of  Marquess  Gonyngham ;  Earl 
Conpgham }  Earl  of  Mount  Charles ;  f^count  Slant  and  Co* 
nyngham ;  and  Baron  Conyngham,  in  the  Irish  peerage  i  and  Baron 
Minster,  of  Minster  Abbey,  in  the  peerage  of  England. 

An  Abhey  was  founded  in  Slane,  at  an  early  but  unknown 
date,  which  existed,  through  many  vidssitudes  of  fortune,  until 
the  general  suppression  of  reli^oos  houses  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VIII.  To  this  monastery  was  attached  a  school  of  some  cele- 
brity,  which  is  said  to  ha?e  afforded  appropriate  education  to  a 
royal  personage*  It  is  traditionally  asserted  that  Dagobert, 
King  o?  Aastrasia,  when  treacherously  remored  from  his  king- 
dom, in  653,  at  an  inlantOe  age,  was  received  into  the  abbey  of 
Slane,  where  he  continued  for  nearly  twenty  years,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  time  he  was  recalled  to  his  throne,  and  was 
foond  to  be  well  qualified  for  the  duties  of  government.  This 
abbey  was  repeatedly  destroyed  by  the  Danes,  in  the  ninth  and 
tenth  centuries,  and  was,  likewise,  exposed  to  injury  from 
domestic  assailants,  in  the  year  1170,  at  which  time  Mac 
Morongh,  King  of  Leinster,  with  a  body  of  the  English,  com- 
manded by  Earl  Strongbow,  burnt  and  sacked  the  town  of  Slane. 
The  same  ravages  were  again  committed  by  the  English,  in 
1175. 

Under  the  protection  of  the  baronial  family  of  Fleming,  this  an* 
tient  abbey  experienced  a  renovation  of  prosperity.  By  Sir  Christo- 
pher Fleming,  Lord  of  Slane,  and  Elizabeth  Stnckle,  Lis  wife,  it 

« 

was  relbunded,  in  1512,  for  friars  of  the  third  order  of  St. 
Frauds.  The  buildings  were  then  restored,  on  an  extensive 
scale,  and  some  fresh  endowments  made.  After  the  dissolution, 
this  friary  was  granted  to  James,  Lord  of  Slane,  at  the  annual 
rent  of  one  penny,  Irish  money.  The  remains  of  the  buildings 
include  the  tower  of  the  chapel,  and  add  an  interesting  feature 
to  the  picturesque  charms  of  this  neighbourhood, 

A  Hermitage  was  established  here,  in  an  early  age,  and  named 


la/d. 
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after  8t»  Eipc,  who  died  io  the  year  514.  Twor  aacetic  friara 
were  dweUkig  in  tfaU  rece«6»  when  Christopher  Lord  Siane  re* 
ibwided  tke  abbey»  and  were  by  him  removed  to  that  reaovated 
instkntioii.  Several  of  the  family  of  Flemiag,  Lorda  of  Slaae, 
were  buried  in  this  hermitage.  The  raim  of  t^e  buiUiiig  are  to 
the  sooth  of  the  village^  od  the  margki  of  theriver^  and  within 
the  grounds  of  Slaae  Castle. 

The  Church  of  Slane  is  a  neat  Had  w«U*pre8erved  boildingj 
having  a  handsome  Steele,  reoeotly  erecced  after  the  doaigns  of 
Mr.  Francis  Johnston*  The  Bev,  Mervpu  Arekdtdlp  who  was 
bom  at  DabliAj  on  the  SSad  of  Aprils  )7^j  was  for  some  time 
nector  of  filane.  To  the  name  of  this  gantlemaa  we  often  advert 
in  the  present  work^  as  amthor  of  the  AtondsHfon  Hibenueum,  and 
editor  of  an  enlarged  edition  of  Lodge's  Peerage  of  Ireland,  The 
taste  of  Mr.  Archdall  for  inqniries  coottemiilg  the  Monastic  and 
Geneakigical  History  of  Ireland,  was  eucoaraged,  in  the  early 
pari  of  his  li£e»  by  Mr.  Harris,  tho  karned  and  jadicioos  editor 
of  Ware's  works,  and  also  by  Smith,  the  historian  of  several 
Irish  counties.  In  his  more  mature  years  be  was  favoured  with 
the  friendly  patronage  of  the  celebrated  traveller,  and  excellent 
prelate.  Dr.  Richard  Pecocke,  bishop  of  Os^ory  and  of  Maath, 
to  whom  he  was  domestic  chaplain. 

This  erodite  bbhop,  as  Mr.  Archdall  himself  gr^tefoUy  states, 
**  pointed  out  the  method  adopted  in  the  Monasticon  Hibemicno  j 
procored  many  necessary  documents ;  and  had  the  goodness  to 
eaooon^e  the  author  with  solid  favours.'*  The  materials  col- 
lected fbs  that  work  were  sufficient  for  two  volumes  folio  j  but 
Mr.  Arehdall  was  constrained,  from  a  want  of  natbnal  p^ronage, 
to  curtail  his  labours,  and  print  the  work,  in  the  year  1786,  as  it 
at  present  appears,  in  one  volume  quarto.  We  regret  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  observing  that,  even  in  a  form  so  limited,  only 
few  copies  were  sold  during  the  life  of  the  author.  Mr.  Archdall*s 
enlarged  edition  of  the  Peerage  of  Ireland  by  Lodge,  was  pub- 
lished in  1789.  This  amiable  man,  and  very  useful  writer,  died 
on  the  6th  of  August,  1791. 
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Slanb  Cmrtrnt  the  scut  «f  Henty  Bartcm  Conptfjliaai,  liar'* 
quest  Conyiigliaii^  te  •  spadMis  and  spleBdhl  8tnictere>  otonpyiog 
an  cfamted  site  oa  the  bsBlB  of  the  river  Boyne«  The  ttaneioii 
comprisefl  parts  of  the  castle  built  by  the  Flemings,  lords  of  Slati^ 
greatly  altered  and  enlarged,  at  different  periods  since  the  estate 
^s  been  Vested  in  the  noble  fomiiy  to  wUch  it  afr  presemt  belctogs. 
The  moat  nftpertaikt  alteratiobs  were  made  by  the  Right  HoU; 
mifiam  CoBynghaiD,  id  1785^  aad  eeveral  foikMiring  years,  affcer 
die  deaigBB  of  tile  late  Mr.  Jaiiiea  Wyatt*  Th«  entrance  .t»<lh^ 
castle,  aad  conaklenEble  improvements  of  the  interior,  were  eKe<* 
eotcd  at  a  mote  recest  date,  voder  the  diraetion  of  FrBBcis  John* 
ston,  Esq. .  arcfaiteot  of  tiie  board  of  works. 

The  exterior  features  of  the  building  are  in  the  style  termed 
nodem  gotUc,  and  the  embattled  parapets  and  aspiriBg  toitets 
prodoce  romantic  and  striking  combinatioBS,  at  many  points  of 
view  5  tnitthe  boaated /ncAiref ^^  of  mreikecHure  is  here  attained 
by  the  sacrifice  of  conmsteikcy.  As  a  whole,  the  fabric  is  imposing, 
sad  indeed  magniiieent  \  but  it  does  not,  in  its  compoaeat  porta, 
bear  resemblanee  to  the  chetle,  or  ot)ier  pile  of  building,  of  any 
known  aotient  period  in  the  history  of  oar  national  architectnre. 
The  interior  contatna  maay  spaoions  and  superb  apartaMnts. 

The  grounds  by  whieh  this  maneion  is  sorroanded  are  eaten- 
^re,  and  extremely  beaatilbl.*  They  present  much  inequality  of 
larfoce,  and  are  ritshiy  dothed  with  wood.  The  river  Boyne  here 
winds  throogh  its  most  attractive  bboretf.  Devious  in  its  cootse; 
its  rocky  and  partially  wooded  bnakB  affard  a  lovely  variety  of 
scenery.  Throogh  several  breaks  of  the  noble  woods  and  wide 
plantations,  the  neat  village,  and  the  r-nins  of  the  abbey,  oomhioe 

*  It  IB  recorded  by  Mr.  Walker  that  six  of  the  antient  instrmnents, 
termed  Cofhanua,  were  found  by  penons  dif  giag  in  the  park  of  Bkinei 
ia  dw  year  nai .  The  eofabaina  is  deacribed  by  this  writer  as  a  '*  oilorite 
ioftnimeot  of  the  antifont  Irisb,  of  a  complex  form,  and  ooofiistiBg  of  tiro 
circalar  plates  of  braBs,  connected  by  a  wire  of  the  same  metal,  twisted  in 
a  worm-like  manner,  which  jingled  round  the  shanks  when  the  plates  were 
struck  Qpon  by  the  fingers.  It  was  used  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  time.'* 
Hist.  Menu,  of  Irish  Barda,  p.  90. 
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happily -with  ae  cultivated  landsGape.*— II  will  be  loag  remembered 
In  the  annals  of  this  mansion^  that  his  majesty^  King  George  IV. 
honoured  Slane  Castle  with  his  presence,  in  the  month  of  Aagnst, 
1891. 

Contigoons  to  the  above  demesne  is  BaAOPAnK,  the  seat  of 
6.  Lambart,  Esq.  The  mansion  is  spadoos,  and  the  eitensiv e 
grounds,  which  are  richly  wooded,  and  encompassed  with  a  wall* 
partake  of  the  characteristics  and  attractions  of  the  neighbonring 
territory.  These  demesnes,  indeed,  bonow  and  ooounnnioste 
charms;  whilst,  by  their  seeming  onion,  the  aspect  of  decontivo 
cnltivation  is  spread  over  an  nnosnal  extent  of  proqiect. 

Adjacent  to  the  demesne  of  Slane  Castle,  towards  the  sooth,  is 
Staokallan,  the  seat  of  Gostavos  Hamiltony  Fhemmt  Boyne,  and 
Baron  Hamilton,  of  Siackallan,  Tbb  fine  residence  Is  situated, 
with  impressive  propriety,  near  the  baaks  of  the  river  which  im- 
parts a  title  to  its  noble  owner,  and  was  the  scene  of  the  exploits 
which  led  to  the  selection  of  that  title,  when  his  lordship's  aoeester 
was  advanced  in  the  Irish  peerage.  Gostavos,  first  Viscouirr 
BoTNE,  among  other  important  services  in  the  wars  conseqoeat 
npon  the  expnlsion  of  the  Stoart  fiimily,  headed  a  regiment  at  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne,  and  narrowly  escaped  death,  having  his  hoise 
killed  under  him .  He  was  created  Baron  Hamilton,  of  Stackallan, 
in  1715;  and  ^^8COont  Boyne,  b  1/17.  His  lordship  died  Sep* 
tember  16th,  1793,  in  the  84th  year  of  his  age,  and  is  buried  in 
the  chorch  of  Stackallan,  where  also  are  interred  his  lady,  and 
many  other  members  of  this  distingoished  family. 

DowTB^  or  DouTH,  situated  on  tbe  river  Boyne,  at  the  distance 
of  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Slane,  gives  tlie  title  of  Visconat  to 
the  family  of  NetterviUe,  whose  ancestor.  Sir  Formal  deNetterviUe, 
entered  Ireland  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  Richard  Netterville, 
son  of  Sir  Formal,  married  Catharine,  daughter  of  Hugh  de  Lacy, 
lord  of  Meath,  and  settled  on  the  estate  of  Donth,  which  has  ever 
since  remained  a  seat  of  the  elder  branch  of  this  family.    Nicholas 
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N«ttervilte  was  crested  Vitoomit  NetterviUe,  0fDouik,  by 
Janes  I.  in  1692 .  The  nuuisioii  of  Dowth  is  fiady  sitaaled^  and 
oomMsde  extemiTe  views  orer  a  eountry  highly  caltiTated,  and 
readeredy  al  several  poiats^  interesting  by  memorable  passages  of 
history.* 

At  Naw  Gaavea,  near  Slane,  is  a  celebrated  and  interesting 
work  of  aatiqaity,  often  termed  a  sablsrranean  t€mph,  bnt  which 
■ay  be  dtscribed,  with  a  greater  appearance  of  correctness,  as  a 
place  of  scpQltare*  of  a  very  vonanal  character^  coastmctod  in  the 
interior  of  a  taamlns.  This  yestige  has  prodaced  rather  esteasiva 
dissertations  from  several  writen,  the  most  important  of  whoso 
ojHnioBs  we  notice  in  the  following  remarks. 

The  large  earthen  movnd  in  which  this  tomb  is  worked,  is  of 
an  irv^nlnr  form,  and  was  orifpnally  snrronnded  with  apright 
itoaes,  «nhew«  aad  of  a  vast  size;  several  of  which  still  remain. 
Ob  the  sommit  of  the  BMMint  stood  a  single  stone,  of  the  same 
diaraetcr.  In  the  possession  of  this  stony  circle  the  mctaament  of 
New  Ofaaga  exhibited  a  amiked  distinction  from  the  geaerality 
of  barrows,  both  in  Ireland  and  Great  Britain;  and  the  interior 
works  praaent  a  still  BK>re  corioas  deviatioa  from  the  prevalent 
character  of  tamaU  in  these  comtrice.  The  discovery  of  its  con- 
tents is  sidd,  by  Dr.  Ledwidi,  to  have  taken  place  about  the  year 
ie99 ;  at  which  tinw  '*  a  llr.  Campbell,  who  resided  at  New 
Grtage,  observing  stones  under  the  green  sod,  carried  much  of 
them  away  to  repair  a  road;  and  proceeding  in  this  work,  he,  at 
kagtii,  arrived  at  a  broad  flat  stone,  that  covered  the  month  of  a 
gallery/* 

The  entrance  to  t&is  gallery,  which  is  on  the  north  side  of  the 
■sunt,  is  so  low  and  oonfoied,  that  a  man  can  gain  admission 
only  by  pladng  himself  in  a  flat  porition.  He  then  finds  himself 
m  a  hNig  avenue,  the  aides  aad  roirf  of  whidi  are  foraiad  of  large 

•  Tho  action  between  tbe  mrmies  of  William  III.  and  James  U.  em- 
phaticmlly  termed  the  Battle  of  the  Boyne^  took  place  on  the  bordert  of 
Ik  lifer  in  this  neishbourfaood.  Oar  account  of  that  Important  traniaction 
•  preflcnted  lo  our  description  of  the  connty  of  Loath. 
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and  Ta(le  stones*  TovardM  its  temitmifti«&  the  |(alhry  tfcrom  «f 
tffto  short  branches,  to  the  right  and  M^;  beyond  vhidi,  oa  a  right 
Kfi«  with  the  avvmne^  is  a  reeessv  not  very  dilTereftt  in  eise  fifon 
these  lateral  branches,  or  celb.  Thos^  the  plan  of  this  sabler- 
raneoQS  stractare  is  in  the  form  of  a  cross>  the  shaft,  or  Stea,  of 
which  is  long  and  taper. 

IMSHimtlar  measaremaatB  el  thedifenent  parts  haw  been  giTcn 
by  MolyneocK,  in  his  dtseatime  oa  Daaieh  Monots^  and  by  Dr. 
JLedM^ieh,  in  the  ABti<|«itie»  of  Irelaad.  The  latter,  whkh  we 
betiere  to  be  the  most  correct,  are  aa  (Maw,  *'  At  the  efttranoe 
tbe  gallery  is  three  feet  wide  and  two'feet  high.  At  thivteea  feet 
from  the  entrance,  it  is  but  twe  feet  two  Mches  wide.  The  kogth 
of  the  gallery,  from  its  month  to  the  begiaaifig  oi  the  doaie,  is 
sixty-two  feet;  freei  thcaoe  to  the  npper  past  of  .the'deme4leve& 
leet  six  laches.  'Hie  whole  length  sewntv^^ona  ieet  aix  iiiebei* 
The  length,  between  the  arms  of  the  croas^  is  tweaty  feat.  Tfaa 
dome  fenne  an  octagon^  twenty  feet  high,  with,  an* area  «f  about 
seventeea." 

The  aides,  or  walls,  of  the  gaUwy  are  cbiaposedof  faa^ 
stones,  placed  upright  add  close  to  each  efcher/  Th^  whoiahiia 
dissimilar  in'ste,  aftdare  onbewn.  Thvriof  ia  CornMd  06  flat 
stones,  some  of*  which  are  not  leaa  than  tfiaeteen-feet  inleagdi^' 
the  whole  being  snpporied  by  the  fetoiies  of  the^ide  walls.  Ws 
roof  increases  progretsiviely  in  height,  as' it  advancea  towardatbt 
centre  of  the  mount,  whece  a  greater  altitode  was.  allowed  tathe 
diCMgn,  fi*om  the  ooaical  fom  of  the  ««perinoaaibeat  faith  work. 
The  dome;  to  which  the  gallery-leadtf ,  is  oom^ed  of  loa|^  aad  itM 
stones,  each  projecting  a  little  over  that  immediately  Leaeatb, 
with  one  ki^e  stod  flat  etene  placed  oh  thetofL  •  No  laaitet,  or 
other  ceoieaib,  appears  to  ha^'beeft  tmd  in  hoy  part  al  theltow* 
tore.  r       :  *:. 

Althoogfi- the  stones  are  not  >s<iMied;  or  shaped,  aevavaUbear 
marks  of  the  tool,  in  carved  devices,  or  ornamental  partieolars, 
apparently  placed  withput  any  attention  to  order  ^  amongst  which 
spiral  lioesif  and  tbe  drcvlar  and;^ig-2ag  forms,  are. prevailing 
features.    Some  eawnmra  ba^ia  also  beliav^  that  tbey  disicomed 
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the  traces  of  lettere;  and  a  tappoted  mscriptioa  ia  eip«vfd  in 
Ledwich'a  ^tiqnkics  of  Ireland.  Bat  it  reqwirea  an^arm  imagi-' 
aatioD  to  disoover  chanKtert  of  writiag,  in  any  el  these  rode 
canriags.  Sk  Richard  Hoare,  whose  experience  in  tbeiivTedlici^ 
tioB  of  the  most  antkat  sepuldind  neaiaioe  of  the.Briltsh  is)es» 
&r  exceeds  that  of  any  other  ^penuin,  spealongof  tUs  «0onenieat» 
ia  his  **  Tofar"  ohserres  "  that  those  marM  wluch  be  noticed  on 
nuny  of  the  stones «  boce  very  Eitle  ceseaiblanQe  to  kttera*  and 
a  great  siaukrity  to  the  oruoaenta  ha  has  fo«i»d  en  the  aniieat 
British  aros,  discovered  neder  tamoU  ia  Wiltshire/' 

la  one  of  the  three  recesses  wUch  foria  the  bead  and;  braofhes 
of  the  cross^  is  a  atone  hasia^  or  vase;  and  a  sianftv  beain  wet' 
oci^aidly  placed  ia  each  of  the  other  reeeases.  This  v«0Bel  is. 
aboot  three  feet  six  inches  ia  lengthy  and  three  feet  two  ibehea^  ia- 
deptb.  it  was  int  noticed  by  fiir  R.  Uoare,  tUat,  ivitUA  its  foixr 
oBvated  part,  are  two  cisqnkir  ea;«ities,'  plaoed  by  tbo  sMeof  ea^b 
otfaec,  and  abont  the  size  of  a  child's  .head. 

We  are  toM  by  Dr.  Molyneax  that,  ^«  whea  the  eav^  Waa  ftrst 
opsaed,  tivo  eatire  skeletons,  not  .bamad,  were  feaad  on  'Ib^^ 
floor."  From  soma  MS.  iMUHioaa  mada  by  Mr.  Wrigtat-to  tka 
''  Loathiina/ '  we  leara  that  thcae  remains  of  mertaliry  W/wa  foan^ 
near  apiUar,  aJ;  ao  great  distaace  froai^he  centre  of  ^  the  deold^. 
sad  that  Deen*  horns,  and  other  banes,  were  i^o  diseovered*. 
These  animal  vertigos,  Hhe  thoa&of  the  hnmaA  toma,  4id#ot  9f^, 
pear  t».hat«  aadergoae  crdmation. 

Br^'Molyaaax,  and  aiaay  saficeedlag' wailMr%'a«ttttiied  ikH 
vary  cariona  mbnnaidnt  to  the  Daaiea.  Sadh  a  coiljeelareitraa  well 
salted  to  the  opinieas  of  Dr.  Lediwieli,  whoappeato  aaaiona't^ 
atbdbiite  tdihatpteple  aUeafagocta  of  a(^tiqaitf  ^favhibaAsrasdy^ 
inqaiiy.  '  ISiia  latter  writer,  however;  iuldt.  aame  diCo^llMsH  ia 
ascribing  to  the  Danes  the  mode  of  sepaltnre  here  adopted,  whieh] 
be  endeavoars  to  solve  by  snpposing  that  the  builders  of  this  fabric 
were  bat ''  aanirdbrMear  ;*'  as,  ei^eept  the  cradifcvm  ptao  oflthe 
toaab,  4mty  dseamstanca  evidently  displnye  pagan  pruetifMr 
Thayrtad  to  ddid>  hoiaaMgaajtlaajnonBBiaat  ie  IIm  'early  partiof 
the  aiaihi  ceatary.^  at  whioh  tuaa.'^piBBtiqalrbvt^fl*'  from 'tin. 


SOB  BBAOTIBS  or  IBBLAND. 

Borth  gretdy  tafested  Ireland.  ^*  They  getttnlly  dAaAed," 
wrifcet  tluf  antiquary,  **  ia  the  Boyne,  where,  aecoring  tfadr 
ships,  they  spread  devastation  aronnd,  to  a  considerable  extent,*'— 
and  then,  in  oonformity  to  their  habits  as  piratical  rovers,  returned 
to  their  ships,  and  departed  with  their  booty. — Can  any  perseoi 
BOC  predetermined  to  overlook  the  grossest  improbabilities,  agree 
with  this  writer  in  believing  that  a  band  of  freebooters,  in  tbe 
haste  and  tarmoil  of  a  piratical  expedition,  foood  leisure  to  cod- 
stroct  a  tomb  requiring  so  much  labour,  beneath  a  vast  mound  of 
earth,  surrounded  by  ponderous  stones  } 

Whilst  we  decline  to  acquiesce  in  the  <^inions  of  Dr.  Ledwicb, 
wearecompded  to  state  that  there  appears  to  beconsiderable  diffi- 
cttlty  in  appropriating,  by  rational  condasions,  this  singular 
tomb  to  its  due  nation  and  date.  The  form  of  the  cross,  adopted 
in  the  plui  of  the  interior,  alooe  prevents  the  inquirer  from  ascrib- 
ing it,  without  hesitation,  to  a  remote  period  in  the  Celtic  sad 
Belgic  occupancy  of  the  island. 

On  this  subject  the  reader  may  be  reminded  that  the  figure  of 
llie  cross  was  used  by  the  antient  Egyptians,  as  a  symbol  of  fotore 
life.  It  is  also  worthy  of  remark,  that,  in  Borlase*s  Antiquities 
of  Cornwall,  may  be  seen  an  engraving  of  a  temple,  in  the  isbad 
if  Lewes,  consisting  of  opright  and  unhewn  stones,  disposed  most 
distinctly  in  a  crudform  manner,  having  a  circular  area  in  die 
upper  part,  from  which  the  cross  branches  diverge. 

If  this  difficulty  be  surmounted,  there  exists  noobatade  to 
our  ascribtng  the  monument  at  New  Grange  to  the  native  Irish,  of 
a  very  distant  date.  Several  barrows,  or  tumuli,  in  Enghmd, 
the  undoulited  works  of  Celtic  or  Belgic  tribes,  have  been  foood 
to  contain  a  gallery,  or  passage,  formed  of  large  stones,  and 
leading  to  one  or  more  Kistvaens,  or  small  roofed  places  of  sepd- 
ture. 

DoLBBK,  a  decayed  town,  of  much  former  consequence,  is 
situated  near  the  northern  extremity  of  the  county,  on  the  hor- 
ders  of  the  Nannay  water.  The  earliest  historical  dranmstances 
fldsting  to  this  place,  are  connected  with  its  religioos  foundalionsi 
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witk  the  proaperity  and  dediiie  of  wbieh*  the  fortanea  of  Doleek, 
indeed,  roce  aod  fell.  It  is  said  that  ao  abbey  was  built  here  by 
St.  Patrick^  who  placed  over  the  new  institation  St.  Kieaan,  or 
Cienan,  a  h^ly  personage  baptized  by  him  ia  the  year  450. 
Within  the  walla  of  this  bmildiDg  were  deposited^  for  a  short  time, 
the  remains  of  the  renowned  moaarch  of  Irdand,  Brien  Boirhoimh, 
together  with  those  of  his  sod  and  grandson,  who  fell  at  the 
battle  of  CloBtaff,  A.  D.  1014.  These  sacred  ashes  were  removed 
heooe,  for  sepnltnre  at  Armagh. 

This  abbey  was  repeatedly  plundered  by  the  Danes»  and  waa 
thrice  destroyed  by  fire^  the  last  conflagration  taldng  place  in 
1169.  The  building  then  condemned  to  *the  flames  is  recorded » 
in  the  annals  of  the  four  Masters,  to  have  been  composed  of  stone ; 
aad,  if  we  may  rely  on  the  testimony  adduced  by  Ware,  the  fabric 
nised  by  St.  Kienan  was  formed  of  the  same  material.*  It 
appears  that,  in  the  year  1183^  Hughde  Lacy  refounded  this 
abbey,  as  a  cell  to  the  priory  of  Lanthony,  near  Gloucester,  for 
canons  regular  following  the  rule  of  St.  Augustin.  The  foundation 
was  ricbly  endowed^  and,  after  the  suppression  of  religious  houses, 
aearly  the  whole  of  its  extensive  possessions  were  granted  to  Sii 
Gerald,  or  Garrett,  Moore,  afterwards  creiited  Baron  Moore  of 
Mellefont^  and  Viscount  Drc^heda,  from  whom  they  have  partly 
descended  to  the  present  Marquess  of  Drogheda.  Considerable 
remains  of  the  abbey-churchj  or  cathedral,  still  exist,  including 
a  tower  through  which  is  worked  a  gate  of  entrance, 

A  Priory,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  was  founded  here 
for  regular  canons^  by  the  family  of  0*Kelly,  before  the  arrival 
of  the  Anglo-Normans.  The  greater  part  of  the  lands,  and 
other  possessions^  of  this  monastery  were  also  granted,  after  the 

•  "  It  U  Mid  io  the  *  OiEce  of  St.  Kenan*,  which  it  ezUat  in  M S« 
la  the  pnl>lic  library  at  Cambridge,  that  St.  Kenan  built  a  church  of  ttone 
in  tbb  place, and  that  from  thence  it  took  the  name  of  Damleagh  ;  Daimh^ 
in  the  old  Irish,  nij^nifying  a  house,  and  liag  a  stone."  Ware's  Bishops, 
p.  137  and  noU.  On  the  authority  of  this  passage  in  Ware,  it  is  popularly  \ 

•aid  that  the  antient  church  of  Dnleelt.  wan  the  flrit  church  In  Ireland 
haiic  of  stone. 
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dissolution^  to  Sir  Gerald  Moore^  at  tbe  annnal  rent  fit  £9:11:  7- 
and  on  condition  of  **  his  maintaining  an  arcber  on  the  said 
lands,  for  ever.*'  There  was,  likewise/  an  hospital  in  this  town, 
concerning  which  few  historical  traces  hare  been  discovered. 

Dnleek  was  constituted  an  episcopal  see  by  St.  Kienan,  him- 
self sitting  as  the  first  bishop  ;  which  see  was  united,  in  an  early^ 
age,  to  the  bishoprick  of  Meath.  After  tbe  entry  of  the  Anglo- 
Normans  this  manor  became  part  of  the  estate  of  the  family  of 
Verdon,  or  de  Verdon,  who  held  here  courts  leet  and  baron. 
Prom  the  manuscriptcollcctionsof  Sir  W.Betham  we  learn  that  tbe 
town  of  Dnleek  had  a  Provost,  so  lately  as  the  reign  of  Edward  11. 

SoMERViLLE,  the  mansion  of  Sir  Marcus  Somcrville,  Bart, 
a  representative  of  the  connty  of  Meath  in  the  Imperial  Pariia- 
ment,  is  finely  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Nannay  water.  Tbe 
house,  a  spaciou5i  and  very  respectable  structure,  occupies  an 
elevated  and  commanding  site,  and  is  surrounded  by  an  extensive 
and  beautiful  demesne.  The  river  Nannay  here  widens  into  tbe 
resemblance  of  a  lake,  and  the  grounds,  which  abound  with 
inecjualities  of  surface  favourable  to  the  picturesque,  are  enriched 
by  much  venerable  wood. 

ArncARNE  Castlg,  oil  the  borders  of  the  Nannay  water, 
eomes  under  the  description  of  a  fortified  house,  but  is  of  do 
great  extent  or  bcnuty.  On  one  of  the  walls  are  tlie  remains  of 
a  coat  of  arihs,  and  the  following  initials  and  date  :  W.  B.  I.  D. 
1590.  This  structure  was  a  residence  of  the  De  Bathe  family, 
long  respectably  seated  in  the  county  of  Meslth. 

Flatten^  a  seat  two  miles  from  Duleek,  towards  the  north- 
east, occupies  the  site  of  a  large  and  fine  castle,  erected  by  the 
family  of  D*Arcy,  the  first  of  which  family  that  attained  dis- 
tinction in  Ireland  was  Sir  John  D*Arcy^  several  times  chief 
governor  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  and  his  successor ;  from  wbicb 
Sir  John  were  descended  the  D^Arcies  settled  at  Flatten.  Sir  mi« 
Ham  D*Arcy,  vice- treasurer  of  Ireland  in  1523,  and  author  of  a  work 


[lbinstbr.]  ceumv  of  uwatm,  911 

tenndA  "  The  D^eay  of  Irelaad^  aod  the  causes  of  it,*'  wu  boni 
n  the  cistle  of  PiattOD,  aad  died  here,  at  a  very  advanced  ag^, 
in  the  jear  1540. 

GoaMANaTON,  a  village  to  the  soiith-east  of  Doleek,  on  the 
road  to  Drogheda,  aad  id  the  vicinity  of  the  sea-ooaBt,  gives  the 
title  of  viseooat  to  the  family  of  Preston,  who  have  a  large  aad 
haadsome  seat  at  thb  (dace.  The  manor  of  Cformaaston,  ex- 
toidiag  into  the  coantles  of  Mealh  aad  Dublin,  was  first  acquired 
by  this  fiunOy  in  the  r^gn  of  Edward  IIL  Sir  Robert  Preston, 
depnty  to  Richard,  Doke  of  York,  Lord  Deputy  of  Irebuid,  was 
crested  Viscount  Gormanston  in  1473* 


iSkbtme,  also  written  SaaiMs,  and  ScaaaN,  which  L 
its  name  to  a  barony  in  this  connty,  is  now  a  place  of -little  con- 
sideration, but  was  formerly  the  chief  seat  of  the  De  Feipo  family. 
Adam  de  Feipo,  on  whom  Hugh  de  La6y  bestowed  large  poa* 
sessums  in  this  part  of  Meath,  built  a  castle  here,  of  which  the 
rains  still  remain.  The  &mi]y  of  Marward  were  palatbate  barona 
of  Scryne  in  the  fifteenth  century,  and  remained  so  until  the 
lime  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  whose  reign  Jenet,  the  daughter  aad 
bdr  of  the  last  baron,  carried  this  estate,  by  marriage,  to  William 
Nagent,  Esq.  An  abbey  of  regular  canons  had  existed  in  tlua« 
town  from  an  early  period,  which  sank  to  decay  in  the  tweUthi 
century,  or  was  merged  in  a  friary  of  Augustinian  Eremites, 
founded  by  the  De  Feipo  lamily ;  some  ruinous  traces  of  which  are 
stilltobeseen.  A  new  church  has  been  recently  erected  at  this 
place,  wHh  the  aid  of  «^500  given,  and  the  same  sum  lent,  by  the 
Board  of  First  Fruits.  The  country  in  this  part  of  Meath  abounds  in 
aatoral  charms,  and  is  highly  cultivated. 

Tabaoh,  about  nineteen  miles  from  Dahlia,  and  five  milea 
from  Dnnshaglin,  towards  the  north-  west,  is  of  great  aati^ariaa 
interest,  from  its  connexion  with  important  national  solemnitieB 
in  the  early  periods  of  Irish  history.  The  Hill  of  Taraoh,  or 
TaAMoa,  from  Teagh'mor,  the  great  house,  or  Teagh-mor-raghf 

p2 


919  BKAUTIBt  or   IftBLAMd. 

the  great  house  of  the  tdng^  w  celebraled  as  the  place  of  the 
trieontal  assembly  of  the  states^  for  many  eariy  ages^  dowB  to  die 
middle  of  the  sixth  century.  This  periodical  parliament^  or  con* 
vention^  was  called  the  Fes  of  Teamor,  and  is  said  to  have  con- 
sisted of  the  Monarch,  the  Kings  of  Leinster,  Monster,  Ulster^ 
and  Connaught ;  together  with  the  nobility,  priests,  htstorianSi 
antiquaries,  and  ''  men  of  learning,  distingoished  by  their  abilities 
in  all  arts  and  professions."  We  are  told  that  affairs  of  state  were 
here  regulated ;  laws  made  or  rqiealed ;  and  the  national  records 
examined.  It  is  added,  by  the  writers  who  state  th^  above  parti- 
culars, that  an  abstract  of  all  the  provincial  records  was,  dnriog 
the  sittings  of  these  assemblies,  entered  into  the  w<Mrk  called  the 
Psalter  ofTaragh,  or,  as  it  is  sometimes  denominated,  Senaehat" 
More,  or  great  antiqnity ;  a  performance  which  has  not  descended 
to  posterity. 

Not  only  were  assemblies  of  the  states  held  on  this  celebrated 
hill,  but  it  is  said  that  the  Kings  of  Ireland  had  here  their  prin- 
cipal palace,  contiguous  to  which  was  an  University,  supported  by 
their  munificence.  Very  florid  descriptions  of  the  splendour  of 
this  royal  palace,  and  of  the  state  with  which  the  monarchs  held 
their  coort,  have  been  given  by  some  writers.  For  mtnute  par- 
ticulars we  reCer  to  the  pages  of  Keating,  OTlaherty,  and  O'Hal- 
loran,  or  to  the  compendious  view  of  those  writings  presented  in  the 
History  of  Ireland  lately  commenced  by  Mr.  M'Dermot.* 


*  The  followiay  exfraet  from  Um  last-aaand  ailhar  will  c«a?ey 
Maa  of  the  megaLScence  attrlhvted  to  the  moaarcht  of  Irakad,  in  the 
third  centary  of  the  ChristUo  mm  t^**  The  ipteadoar  of  thie  moDarch" 
(CJormoc)  *'  U  highly  celebrated  in  our  anaali*  One  hundred  and  fifty 
maasy  cnpt  of  gold  and  liWer  decorated  hii  sideboard,  on  festival  deys ; 
one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  Clana  Momi,  or'CooDaugbt  knights,  atteoded 
on  his  person,  and  his  palace  was  guarded  by  one  thousand  soldiers.  He 
enlarged  and  decorated  the  palace  of  Tara,  aad  kept  an  open  table  for 
ftOeenhnndred  persons*  The  oficersof  the  court  werot  a  priace  of  the  Mood' 
royal«  as  eompaoion  $  a  chief  judge^  to  consult  as  privy  couaieUor  i  a 
chief  druid,  to  direct  him  in  spiritual  affairs  s  a  chief  physician  {  an  anti- 
quarian I  a  poet  lanreat  i  a  musician,  and  three  stewards  to  superintend  the 
contributions  ef  the  provinces,  and  the  oeconomy  of  his  household.    He 
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r  Hie  retl  character  of  thk  palatial  atructore  has  excited' some 
^cnaaioBj  and  there  certainly  is  reason  to  cendode  that  the  bv3d- 
iafs  were  fragile^  temporary^  and  not  composed  of  stone^  as  no  tracee 
of  mins  are  discernible  on  the  hiU^  which  is  a  lofty  bnt  gently-rising 
qniaeDce,  in  the  midst  of  a  very  extensive  plain.  Considerable 
remains  of  circnlar  earth-works  denote  the  former  places  of 
assembly^  and  probably  of  residence ;  bnt  of  the  palace  and  the 
eoUeges,  possibly  protected  by  those  intrenchments^  no  vestige 
exbts,  4^  18  recorded  ever  to  have  been  seen.  Eqaally  devoid  of 
palatial  nans  are^  indeed,  those  hill-fortresses  of  the  sister  island, 
in  which  the  Celtic  Kings  of  Britain  held  their  respective  coarts* 
Alter  the  Eag^sh  obtained  snpremacy  in  Ireland,  the  Hill  of 
Tsragh  was  need  as  the  place  for  the  general  kostmgs,  or  masters 
of  men  nnder  arms,  which  were  held  for  the  service  oi  the  state.^ 

added  three  colleges  to  the  UniTenitj  at  Tara  ;  a  military  and  hiitorlc 
academy  |  and  a  college  for  the  fttudy  of  the  law.  A  poem  of  Da  vegan « 
containiDg  183  yersei,  commencing  with  the  worda  *'  Teamhair  na  Riogh, 
Rath  Connoc,**  1.  e.  Tara,  leat  of  kinp,  and  palace  of  Gormoc,  records 
all  tlKte  doneftiC  arrangements,  and  the  splendid  profusion  of  the  palace 
of  Tara.'*    BiaiL  of  Ireland  hy  M^Dormot,  |ol.  I.  pp.  351*2. 

*  The  various  roles  and  regulations  respecting  Hosting f  may  be  seen 
ifl  the  work  termed  '*  A  Brevtate  of  the  getting  of  Ireland,  and  of  the 
Decaie  of  the  same,  written  by  Patrick  Fioglass,  first  chief  baron,  and 
afterwards  chief  jostice,  of  Ireland,  in  the  reign  of  Henrjf  VIll**  Many 
ef  these  regolations  are  also  printed  in  *'  Hibernica,"  or  some  pieces  re«> 
lating  to  Ireland,  edited  by  Walter  Harris  £sq.  We  present  some  ex- 
cerpts, calcalatad  to  oxhiUt  tho  extent  and  cbarmcter  of  tliese  military 
masten. 

^  All  lordes  and  gentilmen  and  widows  of  the  fonre  shires  shall  send 
as  able  man,  well  appointed  for  warr,  for  everie  twenty  poundii  that  he 
nay  dispend  yerely,  to  goe  wythe  the  deputy  to  an  hosting,  with  jacks  and 
skolli,  bowet  and  arrowee ;  and  wboe  cannot  diipend  twenty  pounds,  to- 
gidKr  to  be  eessed  after  that  rate. 

**  /Isai,  that  no  Englishman  dwellinge  within  Magbregron  doe  take  no 
spear  with  him  to  the  field,  except  he  hath  a  bowe  or  pavieOf  (pa vice  Is  a 
piece  of  defensive  amour  worn  by  the  ancients,  being  the  largest  sort  of 
bscklers,  whose  side  bent  inwards,  and  formed  a  light  portable  tovtudo^ 
is  whidMonseit  differed  from  a  target)  upon  paine  of  forfeiting  six  shilflnga 
Md  eight  peace,  and  loosing  of  ins  spear  t^iies  §uoiies. 
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The  most  recent  historical  event  connected  with  this  hSl,  relates 
to  the  year  1798.  On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  May, 
In  that  year,  a  large  body  of  rebels^  that  had  assembled  here,  was 
routed^  with  the  loss  of  not  less  than  350  men,  by  a  party  of  the  royal 
forces^  in  unison  with  Lord  Fingairs  troop  of  yeoman  caralr^i 
and  some  other  bands  of  yeomanry. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  hill  of  Taragh  were  several  reKgioos 
foundations,  indicative  of  the  former  celebrity  of  the  place,  and 
the  attractions  it  at  once  held  forth  to  the  pions,  tbe  affloent,  and 
the  powerful. 

At  LisMCLLEN,  about  two  miles  to  the  north  of  Taragli,  a 
priory  was  founded.  In  the  year  1940,  by  Alicia,  sister  to  Richard 
de  la  Corner,  bishop  of  Meath.  The  nuns  of  this  house  followed 
the  rule  of  St.  Augostin.  Maria  Cnsack  was  the  last  prioress, 
and  surrendered  the  priory  and  its  possessions  in  the  thirty-first 
of  Henry  VIII.  The  buildings,  and  part  of  the  estates,  were 
granted  by  Edward  VI,  to  Thomas  Cosack. 

LismuUen  has  been,  for  some  time,  the  seat  of  a  branch  of 
the  noble  family  of  Dillon,  and  constitutes,  in  ecclesiastical 
arrangement,  a  part  of  the  union  of  Skryne.  John  Pilloo,  of 
Lismullen  Esq.  who  bad  represented  in  parliament  the  borough 
of  Ratoath,  in  this  county,  received  from  his  Imperial  Majesty, 
Joseph  II.  in  the  year  1789»  the  dignity  of  a  free  baron  of  the 
sacred  Roman  Empire,  with  limitations  to  his  issne,  male  and 
female.  This  honour  was  conferred  in  consequence  of  the  active 
part  taken  by  Mr.  Dillon,  in  the  Irish  House  of  Commons,  in 
the  discussion  of  several  measures  adopted  by  the  l^slatore 
for  the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland ;  and  he  was 
permitted  to  accept  of  this  distinction  by  his  late  Majesty, 
George  III. 


«< 


When  the  hotting  If  coacladed  a  caj^aia  ie  to  b»  elected,  who  is  to 
be  their  baron  at  that  botdof ,  if  taken  pritoner,  to  be  rantoned.  Ae 
ransome  to  be  cessed  on  evory  twenty  ponnde  of  land* 

^*  No  yeoman  was  to  ride  in  the  field.    Bownea   were  also  to  go  on 
foot,  except  the  great  captain/'    Utbernlca,  Ac.  Edit.  1747«  pp<  4M^« 
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OiMHBa,  two  ttiie^  to  the  south  of  Taragb»  is  the  site  <4  » 
Knnfmry,  foaaded  in  hoaeor  of  St,  Brigid,  by  the  fiunily  of 
^arnewell,  for  regolar  caoonesses  of  the  order  of  St.  Angustiii. 
Several  oelU  of  anna,  in  Uie  county  of  Meatb,  were  annexed  to 
^.  house.  Margar^  Silke^  the  last  abbess,  surrendered  the 
mmnery  and  its  i^pnrtenances  iu  the  thirty- first  of  Henry  VIII. 

At  RoMe  and  Trevet,  near  Taragh,  were  also  religioos  ia< 
#litiitioas«  of  which  little  is  now  known. 

KiLLKBN  Castls,  the  noble  mansion  of  the  Earl  of  Fingatl, 
is  situated  near  the  small  town  of  Dumkt^hlm,  This  castle  was 
engioaUy  built  by  De  Lacy,  about  the  year  1180,  and  wa^^  for 
msfly  afoe,  the  seat  of  the  Cusaok  family,  from  whom  it  paased 
to  that  ot  Pluakett,  by  the  marrii^  of  Joan,  daughter  and  sole 
hor  to  ^r  Lucas  Cusack  Knt,  Lord  of  Killeen,  Donsany^  and 
Genurdstoa,  with  Sir  Christopher  Plonkett,  who,  in  1439,  was 
dq»«ty  to  Sir  Thomas  Stanley,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  Iu 
this  £unily,  who  were  through  nine  descents  styled  Barons  of 
KiUsett,  the  estate  has  since  renaiaed,  and  has,  with  few  in* 
'  tempdoos,  constUuted  their  principal  residence.  Lucas,  the 
tenth  lord  bartm  of  Killaen,  termed  Lucas  More  (the  great)  waa 
crested  Earl  of  Rogall  by  Kii^  James  I,  in  1628.  Arthur  James 
PlBBkett,'the  present  uoblemauj  is  eighth  Earl  of  Fingall  and 
ie?eateeath  lord  of  Killeen.  The  castle  of  Killeen,  in  its 
.eusting  state^  has  few  visible  traces 'of  high  antiquity,  but  the 
«Btieat,<Nr  ^'gothic^"  style  of  arohitectural  arrangement,  has  been 
ydnlonsly,  and  with  a  very  pleasing  effiact,  cultivated  in  the 
extensive  alterations  made  under  the  direction  of  the  present  Earl. 
Large  and  tastefol  additions,  comprising  several  fine  apartments, 
have  been  recently  carried  into  execution,  after  the  designs  of 
the  able  architect  Mr.  Francis  Johnston.  His  lordship  has  also 
improved  the  demesne  by  plantations  to  a  great  extent^  which 
are  in  a  thriving  condition. 

At  a  short  distance  from  the  castle  is  a  iwnerable  and  inter« 
esting  church,  bailt  under  the  auspices  of  Sir  Christopher  Plunkett, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  the  fourth  Edward.    In  this  church 
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ar«  numerous  moniiineiits  of  the  Plonkett  fanily,  amonf  wbicb 
19  that  of  the  fonoder^  who  died  in  1445,  and  Joan  Cnsack,  ki9 
wife^  who  died  in  1441 .  Sir  Christopher  and  his  lady  fonnded, 
in  the  chorch  of  their  erection,  a  chantry  of  fonr  priests,  to  pray 
for  their  sonls.  There  was  also  fonnded,  in  the  same  8troctoffe> 
a  Goild,  or  Fraternity,  consisting  of  brethren  and  sisters,  tensed 
the  Gmld  of  ike  Bleated  Fhrgm  Mmy  of  Kiiieen.— It  is  belicred 
.  that  an  abbey  was  foonded  at  this  place,  by  St.  Endens,  io  the 
sixth  century  $  and  also  a  Nunnery,  in  which  was  interred  St. 
Panchea,  sister  of  the  founder. 

At  the  distance  of  one  mile  from  Killeen  is  Donsamy  CAerts, 
the  seat  of  Edward-Wadding  Planket,  Lord  Dansany.  The 
estate  of  Dnnsany  was  long  vested  in  the  Cnsaelr  fiui^,  and 
passed,  with  that  of  Killeen,  to  the  fenuly  of  Plnnket,  or  Fhittkett, 
on  the  marriage  of  Joan,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Lucas  Cnsadt, 
widi  Sir  Christopher  Plunkett,  aa  before  mentioned.  The  barouy 
and  lands  of  Dunsany  descended  to  Sir  Chriatc^her,  second  §tm 
of  the  above  named  Sir  Christopher  Plunkett,  and  have  ever  since 
remained  with  his  posterity.  The  present  nobleman  is  the  four* 
teenth  baron.  The  castle  of  Dansany  was  originally  erected  in 
the  twelfth  century,  and  probably  by  Adam  de  Feipo,  but  has 
been  re-edified  in  a  style  allusive  to  the  ^'  Gothic,*'  but  adi^ted 
to  modem  taste  and  habits.  The  park  is  well  suited  to  the  man- 
sion, in  extent  and  beauty,  and  contains  an  antient  church,  in 
which  are  interred  many  of  the  former  barons,  and  various  meoK 
bers  of  their  family.  On  this  demesne  is  also  a  lofty  ralh, 
or  Dun,  from  which  the  estate  evidently  derives  the  first  part  of 
its  appellation. 
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WESTMEATH. 

This  iaknd  covBty  is  bounded  throoghont  tbe  whole  of  its 
esttcrn-  Itnits  by  Meath^  soaetiaes  termed  Eastmeath,  wkh 
which  district  it  was  Baited  aatil  the  reiga  of  Henry  VIIL*  Ob 
the  soath  it  aieets  the  Kiag's  Coaaty.  Oa  the  west  it  is  sepaiMted 
froia  Roscoauaon  and  the  pronnce  of  Conaanght  by  the  riYcr 
ShaBBoa.  On  the  north-west  lies  the  small  ooonty  of  Longford  ^ 
aad  its  extreme  northern  part  i^pproaches  the  coanty  of  Cavan. 
Wsstmeath,  according  to  Dr.  Beaafort^  is  divided  into  the  twelve 
baroBies of  C7Ml0Be» ;  Moffcmkeli  Fmrtmikigk',  FariUi;Mojf» 
mkd  md  lit^g^kerudernan ;  DtUm;  HiilfFmorei  Mo^fgaUk} 
Ctrkenj  ;  Raiieanraik ;  KiUenrnj^^weti,  aad  the  tmriiarff,  as  it 
ii  csUed,  of  Brawuj^,  Bat  this  statement  differs  widely  in  point 
of  srthogr^ihy  from  that  presented  in  the  **  Aoooant  of  attenipts 
flUMie  to  ascertain  the  popalatioa  oi  Ireland  $*'  a  drcamstance 
which  we  are  indnced  to  notice^  as  it  exhibits  the  nncertainty 
which,  in  many  respects,  inevitably  attends  chorographical,  or 
other  local  investigations  in  this  conntry.  The  twelve  baronies 
are  sabdivided  into  6S  parishes;  59  of  which  are  in  the  diocese  of 
Ifaath,  aad  the  remainder  in  the  bishopric  of  Ardagh. 

This  coonty  is  not  of  a  mountainons  character,  but  is  finely 
OBoqiBal  in  many  parts,  and  is  rendered  greatly  attractive  by 
island  sheets  of  water  and  rich  sprinklings  of  wood.  The  nomerons 
lakes,  indeed,  aboand  in  varieties  of  the  pictoresqoe,  which  may 
be  examined  without  effort  or  toil,  and  render  this  oonnty  parti- 
calarly  agreeable  to  the  traveller.  The  wood,  with  the  exception 
of  ornamental  plantations,  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  steep  uplands, 
and  is  often  spread  in  deep  shade  over  the  bosom  of  hills  which 
rise  on  the  margin  of  the  lakes.    The  soil  is  in  general  good, 

*  In  our  ^'neral  remarks  on  tbe  district  at  present  termed  M eatb,  or 
East  Heatb,  we  present  some  historical  particulars,  which  equally  apply 
to  tiM  tract  aow  under  consideration. 


with  a  tfabstratam  of  lime-stone;  and  the  richTerdore  btteos 
great  numbers  of  excellent  cattle  and  sheqp*  In  different  parts 
of  the  county  are  found  copper^  lead»  coal,  and  yellow  and  do?e- 
coloared  marbles.  But  these  do  not  oocar  in  a  profitable 
abundance,  and  the  great  dependance  of  the  inhabitants  is  on 
agriculture  and  pasturage.  A  coaaiderable  quantity  of  bsg,  both 
iBf  the  red  and  black  kind,  is  scattered  4>ver  every  part  of  tbe 
county. 

No  part  of  Irehnd,  or  perhaps  of  any  other  couatry,  is  better 
watered  than  this  district.  Independent  of  Its  bughs,  or  lakes, 
and  of  the  noUe  river  Shannon,  which  has  been  already  notioed 
as  forming  its  western  boundary,  it  is  skirted,  or  intcnected,  by 
the  Innjfj  the  X^/e,  the  Bfoma,  and  sevecal  miaor  nfriiaiiiM  — 
The  principal  lakes  are  named  Lm^  Iron  $  Lm$gh  DwkmrmfM; 
LfrnghHeU;  Lough Emiel;  Bikd  Lougk  Lome ;  to  which  maybe 
added  a  fine  expanse  of  water  formed  by  the  Shannon  in  the 
north*westem  part  of  the  county,  dotted  with  islands  lovely  in 
mantles  of  wood,  and  tenned  Lough  Roe.  The  «oeaery  of  these 
lakes  is,  in  general,  marked  by  a  soothing  ahr  of  traa^nillity, 
rather  than  by  the  majestk  graces  which  dignify  the  banks  of 
some  inland  waters ;  and  numerous  are  the  spots  which  might 
inspire  a  wish  similar  to  that  of  Colonel  Reynolds,  as  netiGed  by 
Sir  Henry  Piers,  in  his  description  of  Westmeath,  inserted  in  the 
Collectanea.  Hint  officer,  whilst  marching  across  the  comtry, 
in,  the  unhappy  wars  of  the  seventeenth  century,  halted  on  the 
banlcs  of  Lough  Derivaragh,  and  "wassotaken  with  the  amenity  of 
the  prospect,  and  the  beaaty  of  the  landscape,  and  the  most  ravish- 
ing echoes  that  redoubled  to  him  the  noise  of  his  trumpets,  that 
he  exdairaed  he  never  came  to  the  like  place,  and  is  said  to  have 
wished  he  could,  even  then,  with  leisure  and  safety,  sit  down 
and  take  up  his  rest  here.'* 

For  the  following  historichl  particulars,  relaling  to  the  antient 
families  of  this  county,  we  arc-indebted  to  the  Chev.  I>e  MoDtaM>- 
rency3  and  for  much  important  information  concerning  the 
history  of  estates,  and  their  occupants,  in  the  same  district,  this 
work  is  also  tinder  obligations  to  the  MSS.  of  that  gentleman. — 


WeHtmttA  dTorded  one  of  the  earliett  acttleiieate  t»  tke  Aogb» 
KraiaBS^  in  the  Iwelilh  centiiry»  and  oooetitotad  a  poetien  ef  ikt 
prifltiaate  of  Hagh  ^  Lacy,  to  wliom  a  {Mutent  of  |nroprietonUf 
was  gfittted  by  Kiflg  Henry  il.  Tbe  O'MdagbKas.were  andeHt 
Bovereigns  of  tlie  kingdoai  jof  Mcaih^  wbich  territory  eonfriaed 
the  districts  termed,  in  modern  times.  East  smd  West  Meaali^ 
with  parts  of  the  adjacent  King's  County  and  Connty  oi  DwUktu 
Among  other  andent  Irish  proprietors  may  foe  named  the  Mac 
Geoghegans^  dynasts  of  Moycashell ;  the  O'Moelforenaiis,  or  Been* 
mos;  O'CoffySj  O'Mnlladye;  O'Malones;  ODalys;  O'Higgins; 
Ibgawleys,  ofColryj  Magans,  of  Donigan;  0'Shannagh>orFeS| 
ORmian,  of  DeMa $  and  O'Gniahui.  Many  of  the  deaemdmrta 
of  these  old  proprietors  enjoyed  considerate  estates  in  the  oonntiy, 
bdnre  the  great  seras  of  forfeitore  isi  t^e  serenteailhoentary,  and 
some  traces  of  them  mav  still  be  diseovered* 

The  Anglo-Norman  settlers  ttniformly  derived  nader  Hngh  de 
Lsey,  Lord  and  Earl  of  Meath,  who  partitioned  Us  eonqnered 
pnmnce  amongst  his  relations  and  followers,  many  of  whose  do- 
flceadants  remain  in  high  consfderaiion  at  the  preaeat  time.  Of 
thase  may  be  BOtieed>  as  the  principal,  the  Petits ;  the  Tnites,  or 
de  Tnttes ;  the  Hnsseys,  or  De  Hose  (a  ftimily  of  Britaany);  the 
D'Altons;  De  la  Mars;  Dillons |  De  Nngents;  Hopes;  and 
Wares  >^the  families  of  De  Nangk,  or  D'Angelo ;  De  Ledewich; 
De  GeneriUe  $  Dardis ;  Gaynor ;  and  De  ConstanliQ. 

In  ages  snbseqnent  to  the  first  Anglo-Norman  settlement,  font 
pierions  to  the  Reformation,  the  following  were  the  chief  families 
who  fixed  themselves  in  this  county.  The  D'Arcys  3  Jones,  or  Flti* 
Johns;  Tyrrells;  I^tzgeralds;  the  Owens;  Shanes;  and  Piers. 

Subsequent  to  the  Reformation,  the  JLambart  family  obtained 
grants  of  chorch  lands ;  and,  since  the  year  1641,  grants  were 
made  of  ferfcited  estates  to  the  fiimilies  of  IVifaeaham ;  Wood ; 
Osoke;  Stoyte;  Reynell;  Winter;  Levinge;  Wibon;  Judge; 
Rochford;  Handcock-;  Bonynge;  Gayj  Handy;  Ogle;  Middle- 
ton;  Swift;  Burtle;  and  St.  George. 

The  latest  settlers  in  this  county  are  the  families  of  Smith ; 
Faatherston}  Chapman;   Cliborae;  AraUn;  Browne;   O'Reilly 


<of  BaljukMigh);  LoBgwonh;  Pardon;  Nagle  (of  Jaaestowo); 
I>e  Biaqniere ;  and  Nortli.  Many  other  fiunilies^  constitntiBg  t 
eeapeotable  class  of  gentry,  haye  aoqnlred  estates  in  thb  eonoty 
by  pnTchase^  or  by  that  truly  honoaraUe  mediom  the  exercise  of 
indastrioos  pnrsnits,  in  the  coarse  of  the  last  centary.  Amoii; 
recent  settlers,  the  fiunily  of  Nagk  alone  cbum  from  an  aatisot 
proprietor  j  they  having  inherited,  in  the  female  line,  from  Mie 
Ctooghegaa,  and  removed  hither  from  Code,  where  the  anceston 
of  Sir  Richard  Nagle  have  been  long  seated* 

There  are  no  towns  in  this  oonnty,  of  great  extent  or  oommerni 
importance;*  bat  the  most  fertile  districts  are  very  thickly  spnsd 
with  the  seats  of  nobifity  and  gentry.  Mr.  Wakefield  notices, 
among  the  principal  landholders,  the  Duke  of  Bnckingham ;  the 
Earl  of  Longford;  Sir  Richard  Levinge;  Sir  Thomas  Chapnsa; 
and  the  fiunilies  of  PoDard,  Rochford,  and  Daese.  This  list  might 
be  eamly  extended ;  bat  it  is  snffident  for  oor  parpose  to  obssrre 
that  there  are  no  very  large  estates  in  this  county,  whilst  there 
prevails  a  very  estimable  mediocrity  of  property,  constitating  t 
uumeroas  dass  of  resident  gentry. 

It  wonM  appear  that  the  peasantry  of  this  district  are  scarcely 
in  sach  abject  drcomstances  as  those  of  the  adjoimng  coanty  of 
Meath,  althoi^h  the  cabins  «'6  too  frequently  of  a  wretched 
description ;  the  walls  composed  of  mud,  the  smoke  escapiBg 
through  a  hole  in  the  roof,  and  the  cold  earth  constitMting  the 
iioor.f    The  women  are  particnlarly  hardy  and  laborioos.    Thar 

*  The  town  of  ATULOira  is  pwrUy  ia  W^stmeatb  and  partly  in  Roc* 
commoo.    In  this  work  it  is  noticed  under  the  bead  of  the  latter  county. 

f  The  interior  of  a  cabin  in  Westmeath  it  thus  character iBtically  de* 
scribed  by  a  recent  writer:  *'  a  hay-band,  so  neatly  twisted  as  to  be  almost 
eqaal  to  a  tow  rope,  is  stretched  across  the  cabin,  nearly  over  the  fire 
place,  for  haafinf  the  liflea  to  dry ;  bat  as  the  place  is  gesenUly  invvlved 
in  thick  smoIm,  it  may  be  readily  conceived  that  it  will  acquire  little 
Improvement  in  coloar.  A  cat  and  two  or  three  d<>gs,  are  conuaoaly  iyias 
round  the  fire.  An  iron  pot,  two  or  three  stools  of  the  rudest  workman  • 
ship,  a  bad  deal  table,  a  dresser  with  a  few  plates,  and  dairy  vessels,  are 
all  the  Qtensils  and  famitare  of  the  family.  Their  stock  of  provision  con* 
•Ists  of  a  sack  of  meal,  which  is  placad  in  a  romer*    Many  of  ths  teaaala 
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intB  (a  jadMlaiid  pattiooat)  is  of  Vautf,  lanifMSlnrcd  by  them* 
idvcs ;  and  nearly  all  the  peaaaatiy  abataiB  horn  the  nee  of  ahoea 
and  rtocikingaj  as  moch  froai  habit  aa  throii|^  poverty.  Tbeloag 
tn$^  ia  nuefa  in  use  amoagat  the  moi. 

Thb  coimty  afforda  to  the  aatiqaary  maay  earthworks,  bath  of 
native  and  Danish  oonstraction,  together  with  veatigea  of  ecdeai* 
istical  and  castellated  archtteeture.  Westoieath  gives  the  tide  of 
Bfanfaeaa  and  Earl  to  the  fiimily  oT  Nogent. 

We  are  sorry  to  observe  that  this  district  was  reprehensibly 
defideatj  ia  makiag  replies  to  iM|«iriea  under  the  act  for  ascer- 
taiaing  the  popolation>  in  1819.  Admisnble  retoras  wore  then 
made  by  no  more  than  three  baroaies;  and  two  of  theae  retama 
vers  considered  to  be  not  altogether  anofajjectionaUe.  AoconUag 
to  the  retoms  obtained  in  the  year  1831 « the  nomfoer  of  iunue$  in 
tka  eonnty  of  Westmeatb  was  ^,478,  and  Uie  number  of  mkabi-- 
i$nti  128,049. 

MVLLIVQAU,  or    MoLINGABj 

The  assize  town  of  this  county,  consists  of  one  main  street, 
above  a  mile  in  length,  with  many  narrow  streets  and  lanes, 
brandling  from  the  great  line  of  thoroagfafare.  The  honses  are  of 
stone,  covered  with  slate  ^  and  the  population  appears,  very 
geaerany,  to  enjoy  a  considerable  degree  of  comfort,  the  natural 
consequence  of  a  perseverance ,  in  industrious  habits.  The  wool 
and  horse  iiairs  rank  among  the  most  considerable  in  Ireland. 
Independent  of  its  direct  commercial  pursuits,  the  town  derives 
important  benefit  from  many  respectable  private  families,  who 
bare  here  a  permanent  residence. 

Allemand,  though  not  often  correct  in  his  etymological  deri* 
vatkma,  appears  to  deduce,  with  propriety,  the  name  of  this  place 
ftem  St.  Moling.  Ia  regard  to  the  latter  syllable  of  the  name  by 
wbidi  the  town  has  been  long  ^stingnished,  it  is  observed,  by  the 
Chevalier  De  Montmorency,  that  the  true  orthography  is  probably 
jar-,  i.  e.  the  west :  such  a  term  of  designation  being  applied  to 

biro  urn  bauad  by  their  leaoes  to  carry  their  oatt  to  thoir  laadlord^o  inili*** 
WakeieMy  v.  9.  p.  I8B» 


dislisgvttli  tUt  %6ma  from  SfL  UMn\  tttwited  to  tKeMtwud^ 
M  the  eoQBty  of  Csilow.— If  im  adaut  tfae  probaUe  cotrMtoeat 
of  the  above  etyiMlagy,  we  nay  safely  coodwie  that  a  moaattery 
existed  here,  coeval  with  the  abbey  ia  Cariow  (foaaded  la  the 
asveath  oentary )  althoogh  siich  a  religioDa  inatitottoii  ia  not  noticed 
ia  the  hfooaatieon  Hiboraicooi.  * 

A  Priory  of  Caaons  r^folar,  of  the  order  of  St.  Aagastia> 
termed  the  ''  House  of  God,  di  Mullingar,"  was  foaaded.at  this 
place  by  Ralph  k  Petit,  bishop  of  Meath»  A.  D.  i^W  i  which 
ho«se»  with  its  possesnons,  was  granted  by  Qaeen  £Uzabeth  to 
the  Tntte  teily. 

A  Demiaican  Friary,:  which  became  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
hoaaes  of  that  enter  in  all  Ireland,  was  foonded  by  the  fiMnily  of 
Nugent,  in  the  year  1^7*  General  clusters  of  the  order  were, 
at  four  different  times,  held  in  this  convent. .  At  the  aopproMiea, 
the  Friary  and  its  estates  were  granted  to  Walter  Hope,  Esq.* 

The  families  of  Tnite  and  Hope  having  forfeited  their  posses- 
sions in  1641,  a  grant  of  the  above  two  honses,  with  their  appur- 
tenances, and  divers  castles,  meadows,  gardens,  and  other  property 
in  and  aboot  the  town  of  Moliin^ar,  was  made  by  the  crown,  ia 
16<jl,  to  Sir  Arthur  Forbes,  first  Earl  of  Granard.  Thisgrantwas 
confirmed  by  the  acts  of  settlement;  and  the  town  of  Mallingtr, 
with  contigoons  places,  was,  in  1G74>  constituted  a  manor,  with 
auny  annexed  privileges. 

*  Tbe  Dominican  friars  w«re  suffered  to  occapy  their  coaveat,  from 
the  date  of  general  sappreaaion  until  the  year  1600,  when,  on  the  arriTal  of 
King  William's  army,  commanded  by  General  Douglas,  the  friars  qaitted 
their  itatiou,  and,  to  use  the  words  of  Mr.  Story, "  made  a  pilgrimage  into 
Connanght.'*  When  this  place  was  visited  by  Mr.  Archdalt,  there  remained 
oidy  part  of  the  bell-  tower»  and  some  otiier  uaimporfant  rains.  Tfcs  pro- 
sent  £arl  of  Granard,  a  nobleaun  highly  valaed  for  his  liberal  fteUaSsaad 
tolerant  principles,  granted  a  lease  of  the  abbey  site  lo  the  Rev.  JUawrenc* 
Fitsgerald,  a  friar  of  the  Dominican  order.  The  church  has  been  reboili 
at  the  expense  of  Dr.  Fitzgerald,  and  appropriated  by  him,  as  ^f»tvh 
priest,  to  the  use  of  his  parishioners.  In  the  immediate  Ticinity  of  ths 
chatch  he  has  also  erected  neat  oonvontaal  baildlngs,  for  the  rssidsace  of 
himself,  and  the 'accommodation  of  a  few  ecclesiastics,  profbsslngtbsi*!^ 
of  St,  Dominick. 
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In  vegtfd  k»  hktoried  efents,  VMMMctocI  widi  eoehfeiattiGiil 
fbndrtUHis,  it  m*y  be  oliB«rftd  that,  in  the  year  1309,  Mae 
Geogiiegao,  dynast  of  Kynaltagli,  or  Moyeatbcll,  defeated  near 
tlat  town  an  EmffiA  fovea,  nader  Lord  TbooMS  le  Botiller,  who 
Mi  ]»  Ube  accknu  In  the  last  iateraal  war  of  lAie  aereBteoath 
ceatwy,  MalliBgar  was  a  principal  reiidefevona  of  the  araty  of  King 
William.  General  de  Giukle  IbrUfied  and  made  this  pkoe  tenable, 
Cokiael  Brewer  bring  named  governor  of  the  town.  Upon  the 
coadaMon  of  peaee>  in  November ,  1691,  the  fortifieations  were 
toolished* 

The  antient  family  of  De  Petit,  or  Le  Petit,  formerly  bore  th* 
tkieof  Baron  of  Mnllingar,  in  the  palatinate  of  Meath.  This- 
fuaily  cootbroed  in  great  reputation  vntil  the  troubles  of  the 
sereateenth  century; — a  time  so  generally  subyersive  of  the  dig*- 
Bity  of  antient  names  m  Ireland.  Count  Mainhard  de  Schomberg, 
or  De  Schonberg,  was  created  by  Kiog  T^slliam  III.  Duke  of- 
LoBSter  and  Baron  of  MoUingar.^ 

*  We  must  not  conclude  our  notice  of  this  town,  without  offering  some 

I 

remarks  on  the  old  and  well-known  toying,  '*  When  the  King  comes  to 
MuWngmr  ;**-"^  circnnstence  hetieved,  aecordiag  to  the  loManiag  of  tMa 
iqriDgy  to  be  M  very  lAiprobable,  that  aay  beoa  may  be  aafaly  proniied, 
tb9  perfonnMice  of  which  depends  on  the  actual  occarrence  of  a  royal  visit. 
By  degrees,  this  mode  of  expressing  a  thing,  improbahleheyond  all  rational 
calculation,  has  grown  into  very  general  use  in  the  town  and  neighburhood  j 
asdhas  evenl>een  adopted,  in  seme  instances,  as  a  legal  method  of  stating  a 
contingency.  Thus,  several  leases  of  lands  and  houses  are  granted  in  suppo* 
Kd  actval  perpetuity,  i.  e  until  the  king  shall  come  to  Mullingar,  Persons 
holding  nnder  this  whimsical  tenure  were  naturally  much  alarmed  on  the  visit 
made  to  Ireland  by  King  George  IV.— The  origin  of  the  saying  is  not 
decidedly  known,  and  we  leave  it  for  the  reader  to  determine  which  of  the 
two  following  traditions  is  the  more  worthy  of  acceptance. — By  some 
persons  It  is  said  that,  previous  to  the  battle  at  the  Boyne,  the  Catholic 
inhabitants  of  Hulllngar  boasted  that,  if 'James  succeeded,  he  would,  on 
arriving  at  this  town,  withdraw  the  corporation  franchises  from  the  protest* 
ants,  and  vest  the  same  In  catholic  freemen.  When  William  III.  pre- 
vailed, the  protestants  retaliated  on  their  disappointed  neighbours,  and 
tauntingly  rebuked  any  extravagant  expectation,  by  remarking  that  pro- 
bably such  an  anticipated  event  might  take  place — *'  when  the  king  should 
cone  to  Mullingar  l"-^Other  oral  and  traditionary  historians  assert  that  a 
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On  the  iMi  of  Ai^pst,  178S,  a  very  hriUaat  meteor  was 
tieible  in  the  neighboarhoed  of  this  town.  It  appeared  «b<mt 
half-paet  nine  in  the  e?emng,  and  was  visible  dnring  tea  or  fifteen 
seconds.  Mr.  Edgeworth,  who  witnessed  thk  singvlar  natonl 
phenomenon^  describes  it  to  have  been  about  one  third  of  the 
moon*s  diameter^  and  obner?es  that  it  moved  from  the  north,  vitfa 
an  equable  velodty,  at  an  elevation  of  about  ten  or  twelve  decrees, 
in  a  line  parallel  to  the  horizon.  It  exhibited  the  most  vivid 
coioors  I  the  foremost  part  being  of  the  brightest  blae^  followed 
by  different  shades  of  red.  Twice,  daring  its  flight,  it  was 
eclipsed,  or  extinguished ;  not  gradnaAy,  but  at  onoe,  immergiDg 
and  emerging  with  undiminished  lostre;  For  further  particakn 
the  reader  is  referred  to  the  74th  volume  of  the  Transaotieoa  of 
the  Royal  Society. 

A  second  natural  phenomenon  likewise  requires  notiee  in  thu 
place. 

In  1779,  during  a  peal  of  thunder,  a  stone  descended  from  the 
atmosphere  into  a  meadow  at  PettiUwood,  near  MulUngar.  At 
the  instant  of  its  fall  the  village  became  enveloped  with  salphureoos 
Inmes,  which  continued  for  about  six  minutes.  This  aerolite  wu 
of  a  flat,  cake-like  figure,  and  weighed  rather  more  thao  four 
ounces  and  a  half.  It  was  warm  when  it  fell,  was  covered  with  a 
whitish-brown  coat,  and  in  other  respects,  as  far  as  can  be  jsdged 
from  the  only  description  of  it  extant,  resembled  the  stones  which 
have  so  often  fallen  from  the  atmosphere,  both  in  ancient  aad  in 

peraon  havloc:  a  disputed  accompt  to  lettle  with  one  of  the  anceston  of 
Lord  Westmeatb,  and  a  claim  on  his  estate,  which  the  latter  could  not  be 
induced  to  settle  amicably,  the  complainant  appealed  to  the  kin^  (but  to 
wliat  king  is  not  told)  who  answered  that  he  should  shortly  visit  Ireland, 
and  that,  on  his  arrival  at  Mnllinaar,  he  would  compel  the  refractory  lord 
to  do  justice  to  the  plaintiiT.  This  declaration  of  the  sovereign  being  uMule 
public,  his  arrival  was  anxiously  expected.  But  much  time  elapiiog 
without  his  m^esty's  appearance,  the  man  renewed  his  applications  to 
the  baron,  who,  as  often  as  a  settlement  was  demanded,  uniformly  replied, 
*'  Yes,  my  friend  1  you  shall  have 'satisfaction — When  the  king  tkalleome 
to  MulUngar.**  This  reiterated  answer,  say  our  informants,  soon  grew 
into  a  proverb. 
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modeni  dmes.    An  account  of  tliit  carious  drcBBttaace  is  pr^- 
serred  in  the  Gent.  Mag.  for  Sept.  179^. 

The  scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mullingar  aoqnires  a  high 
dqpree  of  beauty  from  the  well* wooded  lakes  of  this  district;  and 
we  have  pleasure  in  observing  that  a  ooantry  so  attractive  is 
fiirther  enridied  by  nomerons  handsome  seats. 

CooKSBOBOUGB,  the  fine  mansion  of  the  Cooke  family,  is 
sitsated  near  the  village  of  Ciogban.  The  house  is  approached 
tkrough  a  long  avenue  of  venerable  trees,  and  the  demesne  has 
been  greatly  improved,  and  abundantly  planted,  by  the  present 
owner.  Among  some  pictures  which  ornament  this  seat  is  a 
earions  portrait  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  supposed  to  be  original. 

Khockorim  CastLs,  the  magnificent  seat  of  Sir  Richard 
Levinge,  Bart,  has  been  greatly  improved  by  the  present  pro- 
prielor.  The  demesne  is  very  extensively  planted,  and  partakes 
of  some  beautiful  lake  scenery. 

Baltnaoall,  until  a  recent  period  termed  Coitle-reyneli,  was 
fonaerly  the  property  of  the  Reynell  family,  of  whom  it  was  pur- 
chased by  the  present  proprietor,  James  Gibbons,  Esq.  By  this 
gmtlenan  a  splendid  mansion  has  been  erected,  after  the  designs 
of  Mr.  Francis  Johnston,  at  the  expense,  as  we  believe,  of  more 
tliaa  SOfiOOi.  The  demesne  constitutes  one  of  the  finest,  and 
nost  extensively  planted  estates,  in  this  county. 

Clonlost  is  an  antient  seat  of  the  family  of  Nugent.  The 
present  owner,  James  Nugent,  Esq.  colonel  of  the  Westmeath* 
niiitia^  derives  his  descent  from  Andrew  Nugent,  of  Donouer 
and  Frewgin,  Esq.  fourth  son  of  James,  third  Baron  of  Delvin, 
ancestor  of  the  Marquess  of  Westmeath. 

KuuLVCAN  is  a  neat  village,  distant  from  Mullingar  nearly  six 
ittiles,  towards  the  east.  According  to  Archdall  an  abbey  waa 
founded  here  by  St.  Luican,  at  a  very  early  period.    The  site  of 
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that  religioBS  house  ]»  now  occupied  by  the  parish  church,  a  re- 
spectable modern  building,  surmounted  by  a  handsome  spire. 
The  glebe  house,  situated  near  the  church,  is  a  neat  building, 
agreeably  adorned  with  shrubberies  and  plantations.  In  this 
church  is  the  sepulchral  vault  of  tbePakanham  family.* — The  ion 
of  this  village  has  obtained  considerable  notoriety,  as  the  rendes- 
votts  of  the  Kiiluean  club,  one  of  the  oldest  hunting  associations 
in  Ireland* 

J0RI8TOWN,  near  Kiiluean,  is  the  seat  of  Peter  Pardon,  Esq. 
and  several  other  members  of  this  respectable  family  possess  man- 
sions in  the  neighbourhood.  On  the  well-planted  demesne 
attached  to  this  house  is  the  kUl  of  KnockMSan  (Fairy-queen- 
hill)  a  celebrated  landmark,  from  the  summit  of  which  is  obtained 
an  extensive  and  luxuriant  prospect  over  a  varied  tract  of  country. 

Rbynrlla,  the  superb  residence  of  Richard  Molesworth 
Reynell,  Esq.  is  situated  on  a  fine  demesne,  adorned  with  a  lake, 
and  extensive  plantations.  The  family  of  Reynell  first  settled  in 
this  county  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  under 
the  auspices  of  Sir  Richard  Reynell,  chief  justice  of  the  oonri  of 
king's  bench.  The  eldest  branch  of  the  family,  now  settled  in 
North  America,  enjoys  the  title  of  baronet,  conferred  in  ld78* 
We  must  not  omit  to  notice  that  the  father  of  the  present  possessor 
of  Reynella,  had  the  merit  of  introducing  into  this  county  many 
improvements  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

Dabdistown,  the  seat  of  Theobald  Featherstonhaogh/  Esq. 
formerly  belonged  to  a  branch  (now  extinct)  of  the  Nugent  family. 
Cuthbert  Featherstonhaogh,  Esq.  of  the  county  of  Durham^ancestor 
of  the  present  proprietor  of  this  demesne,  intermarried  with  the 
Magans  of  Emoe,  in  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary ;  and  pur- 

*  For  an  account  of  (he  old  church  of  Killncao*  which  wag  a  huflduis 
of  considerable  antiquity,  and  the  largest  parochial  church  in  this  cono(7» 
lee  Collect.  Hib.  vol.  i.  pp.  CO-CI. 
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cbasiog  estatea  io  this  county^  became  progenitor  of  a  Tery  respec-* 
laUe  Une  of  his  antient  family^  ever  since  seated  in  Westmeath. 

Bracxlyn  Ca3Tlb,  one  of  the  finest  seats  in  this  county,  is 
the  property  of  Thomas*  James  Featherston,  Esq.  This  noble  resi- 
dence and  demesne  are  entirely  indebted  for  their  improyements 
and  attractions,  to  the  family  at  present  possessing  the  estate. 
Braddyn  Castle  was  originally  the  seat  of  a  branch  of  the  Nngent 
family,  styled  of  Moyrathjf  which  sprang  from  William,  first 
baron  of  Pelvin,  by  TVilliam  Oge,  seeond  son  of  that  baron, 
from  the  Nngents  this  estate  passed,  by  sale,  to  the  family  of 
Fakenham,  by  whom  it  was  again  sold -to  the  present  proprietors. 
Contiguous  to  the  above  named  seat  is  Roc«vi«w,  a  handsome 
residence  lately  erected  by  James  Featherston,  Esq.  father  of  Mr. 
Fcatherston,  of  Bracklyn  Caatle,  and  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Thomas 
FeatherstoDhaagh^  Esq. 

Castlstowm  Dblvin,  although  nominally  the  chief  town  in 
the  barony  of  Delvin,  is  of  small  extent  and  importance.  Tho 
castle,  which  assists  in  forming  the  name  of  this  place,  was 
erected  in  1181,  by  Sir  Hogh  de  Lacy,  Lord  of  Meath. — ^Hera 
is  €i.0NAK,  or  ClontK,  the  fine  seat  of  the  Marquess  of  West- 
meath, chief  of  the  noble  family  of  Nugent,  or  de  Nugent,  antient 
lords  of  Delvin.  This  family  is  lineally  descended  from  (jilbert 
de  Nugent,  who  came  over  to  Ireland  in  the  train  of  Sir  Hu^ 
deLacy,  in  the  year  1172.  On  the  latter  knightly  personage 
obtaining  from  king  Henry  U.  a  gift  of  the  entire  lordship,  or 
kingdom^  of  Meath,  the  patrimony  of  many  Irish  septs,  be 
granted  to  de  Nugent  and  his  kindred  the  barony  of  Delvin,  the 
same  to  be  held  of  hin^  by  certain  baronial  services.  The  present 
nobleman,  George  Thomas  John  Nngent,  seventeenth  baron  of 
Delyin,  eighth  Earl  and  first  Marquess  of  Westmeath,  was  bom 
on  the  17th  of  July,  l7S5  $  uid  married,  in  1819,  Lady  Emily 

Cecil,  second  daughter  of  James,  Marquess  of  Salisbury,  K,  O, 

« 

•  See  article  Moyntli,  Craiifjr  «/  JVmM. 

q4 


^38  sisAUTiKS  or  imeland. 

Balynlouoh,  a  well-wooded  seat  in  this  neighboDrhood,  has 
been  vested,  through  four  generations,  in  the  feunily  of  Reilly, 
or  O'Reilly.  Hugh  O'Reilly,  of  Balynlough^  Esq-  was  created  a 
baronet  in  1795 ;  but,  on  su<;ceeding  to  the  maternal  portion  of 
the  estates  of  the  Nugents  of  Dysert  and  Tollaghan^  Sir  Hogfa 
relinquished  the  name  of  O'Reilly,  and  assumed,  by  royal  licence, 
that  of  Nugent.  •  He  married  Catharine-Mary- Anne,  sole  daughter 
and  heir  of  Charles  Mathew,  of  Annefield^  county  of  Tipperary, 
Esq.  by  Anne,  eldest  daughter  and  co-heir  of  James  Morres^  of 
Rosetown  and  Two-mile-Borris  Castle,  county  of  Tipperary, 
Esq.  youngest  son  of  Sir  John  Morres,  of  Knochagh  Castle,  in  the 
same  county,  Bart.  Sir  Hugh  deceasing  lately,  was  succeeded 
in  his  title  and  estates  by  his  eldest  son.  Sir  James  Nugent,  Bart. 
the  present  proprietor  of  Balynlough. 

St.  Lucy,  near  Balynlough,  is  the  spacious  seat  of  Sir  Tbomaa 
Chapman^  Bart,  late  lieutenant- colonel  of  the  sixth  regiment  of 
dragoon  guards  ;  which  regiment  he  commanded  at  the  eventfol 
time  that  the  French  expedition,  under  Humbert,  effected  a  lan^ag 
in  the  west  of  Ireland.  Thomas  Chapman,  of  St.  Lucy,  Esq. 
the  first  baronet  of  this  family,  received  his  title  in  1783.  The 
castle  and  demesne  have  recently  experienced  considerable  im- 
provements. 

On  the  Athboy  road,  in  the  vicinity  of  Castletown  Delviii,  is 
MiTCBSLLSTowN,  the  pkasing  demesne  of  Robert  Sterne  'Rgbe, 
fisq. ;  and  in  the  same  neighbourhood  is  Soutb-hill,  the  seat  of 
Robert  11ghe,'Es%. 

At  Drumcree>  formerly  existed  a  monastic  institution^  off 
which  we  believe  no  trace  has  been  discovered  rdating  to  a  date 
less  remote  than  the  ninth  century.  Here  is^  now^  a  neat  parisk 
church.  This  place  is  ornamented  vnth  the  handsome  residoios 
and  demesne  of  Ralph  Sm\th,  Esq.  late  M.  P.  for  the  coonty  of 
Westmeath. 

Fore,  or  Fowxk,  is  a  district  forming  two  half  baronies  ;  one 
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in  this  coonty,  the  other  in  Meath.  In  the  former  is  situated  the 
▼ilkge  of  FoRBf*  which,  prcTioas  to  the  Union,  was  deemed  a 
boroogh  town,  and  sent  two  members  to  parliament.  The  chief 
celebrity  of  this  place  has  proceeded  from  its  monastic  foundation  ; 
and  nearly  all  that  is  interesting,  in  the  view  of  the  topographer, 
concerning  the  town  of  Fore,  is  involved  in  an  examination  of  the 
annals  of  that  distinguished  religions  house. 

The  Priory  of  Fore  was  founded,  for  regular  canons,  by  St. 
Fecbin,  in  the  year  630.  The  founder  died  A.  D.  665,  after 
having  presided  (as  we  are  told  in  the  annals  of  the  four  masters) 
over  a  community  of  three  thousand  monks  !  His  festival  is  still 
observed,  with  great  devotion,  on  the  20th  of  January.  Giraldua 
Caubrensis  informs  us  that  no  female  was  suffered  to  enter  this, 
abbey,  or  its  contiguous  mill. 

The  priory  frequently  suffered  by  ftre>  and  by  the  ravages  of 
savage  tribes  and  freebooters.  Donat  0*CearbhuilL  (0*CarroU) 
of  Oirgeal,  plundered  the  town  of  Fore,  in  1149.  In  the  year 
1153,  Teig,  son  of  Dermoid  0*Brien,  and  Tnrloch  O'Conor, 
■arched  an  army  to  Ath-Maine  (Mayne)  in  this  district,  and 
net,  at  Foer^droma,  the  united  forces  of  Mnrtogb  Mac  Laughlin 
O'Neill,  king  of  Tyrone  i  Donogh  OCarroll,  of  Uriel ;  Turlogb, 
son  of  Dermoid  0*Brien  ;  and  the  strength  of  Tyrobnoell,  Breifne 
and  Ulster.  A  desperate  engagement  ensued,  which  proved 
disastrous  to  the  former  power  i  Turlogb  O'Brien,  in  whose  quarrel 
the  allieacombated,  remainbg  master  of  the  field.  The  unfortunate 
Teig  was  made  prisoner,  and  his  eyes  were  put  out  by  his  own 
brother ! — In  this  battle,  which  has  obtained  considerable  noto* 
liety  in  Irish  annals,  there  fell  several  chieftains,  destined,  how- 
ever, to  **  live  in  song.** 

The  buildings  of  Fore  abbey  were  consumed  by  fire  in  ]  169 } 
and  the  house  was  refonnded  in  1209,  by  Walter  de  Lacy  ^  who, 
aotwithstanding  the  several  grants  made  by  his  father  to  Anglo- 
Norman  followers,  still  exercised  supreme  jurisdiction  within  the 
palatinate  of  Meath.  The  re- foundation  was  made,  under  the  invo- 

*  The  word  Forot  orFowre)  It  derived  from  the  Iriih  For«  enllgbtenlaf , 
•r  niMBinatioa  s  mod  does  not  tlgnify*  at  Sir  Henry  Piert  mad  tome  other 
writers  assert,  **  the  town  of  books  .'''Montmorency  MSS* 
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cation  of  Si,  Taurin  and  St.  Fechin,  for  monks  of  the  orde^  of  St. 
Benedict^  bronght  from  the  abbey  of  St.  Taorin^  at  Evereox  in 
Normandy ;  to  which  abbey  the  priory  of  Fore  now  became  a  cell.* 

In  the  year  1436,  a  tax  was  laid^  by  order  of  Henry  VI.  on 
tU  things  brought  to  market  in  this  town^  or  in  the  towns  of 
Mnllingar  and  Maltifemam ;  and^  likewise,  on  all  goods  going 
out  of  the  said  towns  3  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  snm  of  money, 
sitfficient  to  defray  the  expense  of  paving  the  town  of  Fore;  and 
of  constructing  a  ditch,  or  stone-wall,  for  the  secnHty  of  the 
English  inhabitants  against  their  Irish  enemies. 

In  the  year  1448,  William  Crosse,  the  king*s  ^rmer  &f  the 
lands  belonging  to  this  priory,  was  appointed^  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment. Prior  of  St.  Fechin's.  The  reason  given  for  this  extraor- 
dinary appointment^  is  th^  good  conduct  of  the  said  fanner  in  his 
office,  particularly  in  the  circumstance  of  having  erected,  at  his 
own  cost,  many  strong  castles  upon  the  priory  lands. — ^From  the 
record  iii  this  transaction  we  acquire  information  oonceming  the 
powerful  influence  of  the  crown,  in  regard  to  the  internal  regula- 
tion of  monastic  institutions.  Nor  will  it  be  overlooked  by  tbe 
topographer,  that,  from  the  same  source,  we  derive  intelligence  as 
to  the  date  and  builder  of  numerous  castles  in  this  neighbourhood, 
now  in  ruins. 

The  last  prior  was  William  Nugent,  wh<^  surrendered  in  the 
thirty-first  year  of  Henry  VITI.  A  final  grant  of  the  priory  and 
manor  of  Fore  was  obtained  by  Richard,  first  Earl  of  Westmeath, 
in  IGl^.-^Tiie  monastic  buildings  stood  on  a  firm  plot  of  groood, 
(which  they  entirely  occupied)  situated  in  the  centre  of  a  bog. 
Tbe  ruins  are  extensive^  but  present  no  indications  of  former 
architectural  beauty. 

«  The  aetuatiDg  mofite  of  d6  huty  in  this  instance,  was  a  sentiMeal 
of  gratitude  towards  tbe  abbot  and  monies  of  St.  Tavria  |  wlra^  after  iiia- 
aelf  and  his  brother  Hugh  Were  banished  by  King  John,  received  tbe  fvp- 
tives,  andalTordedtbemthemeianliofsupport*  Tbebrotbers  were  admitted 
to  the  abbey  of  St.  Taurin  in  the  dUguite  of  gardeners;  and,  in  their  ai- 
snmed  capacity,  their  true  raiik  not  being  iuiown,  they  worked  for 
subsistence  until  the  period  of  their  pardoir  and  rseal*-«liontaersicy 
MSS. 
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Here  is  a  chapel,  rebuilt  "  for  the  traryinge-place^  and  pious 
iseof  himselfe  and  his  secceflsors/*  by  Richard,  second  Earl  of 
Nagent,  in  1680.  Several  members  of  the  noble  ftunily  of  Nngent 
are  here  interred.  Connected  with  the  same  spot  was  the  cell  of 
an  anachmte,  which  appears  to  have  retained  a  wretched  inmate 
so  lately  as  the  date  at  which  Mt«  Harris  published  his  edition  of 
the  works  of  Sir  James  Ware,  namely,  1764.  A  recluse  of  this 
Older  (poor  repvesentative  of  tlie  hermit  of  the  poets ! )  was  cer- 
tainly existing  in  this  cell  when  Sir  Henry  Piers  wrote  his  **  De- 
aeription  of-  the  County  of  Westmeatb,**  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  The  account  afforded  by  the  latter  writer 
u  teo  curious  to  be  entirely  omitted,  and  we  accordingly  present 
an  eitract  in  the  margin .  *    It  may  not  be  superfluous  to  observe, 

*  Th«  town  of  Fore,  obserTea  Sir  Henry  Pien»  contaim  "  a  church  or 
esUi  of  an  anchorite y  the  sole  of  this  religious  kind"  (at  the  tiine  at  whicSi 
Sir  Henry  wrote)    ^'  in  Ireland.    This  religious  person  at  bis  entry 
maketh  a  vow  never  to  go  out  of  his  doors  all  bis  life  after ;  and,  accord- 
ingly, here  he  remains  pent-up  all  his  days.    Every  day  he  saith  mass  in 
Ib.dnpel,  which  also  is  part  of,  nay  almost  all  his  dwelling  house,  for 
thore  is  no  more  house,  but  a  very  small  castle,  wherein  a  tall  man  can- 
hsrdly  stretch  himself  at  length,  if  he  laid  down  on  the  floor;  nor  is  there 
any  passage  into  the  castle  but  through  the  chapel.    He  hath  servants  that 
attend  him  at  his  call  in  an  out-house,  but  none  lyetb  withinthe  church^ 
bot  himself.     He  is  said  by  the  natives,  who  hold  him  in  great  veneration  - 
for  his  sanctity,  every  day  to  dig,  or  rather  scrape,  for  be  useth  no  other 
teols  bat  Ms  nails,  a  portion  of  his  grave ;  being  esteemed  of  so  great  boll 
neis,  at  if  parity  and  sanctity  were  intaUed  on  his  cell,  he  is  constantly 
visited  by  those  of  the  Romish  reUgion*  wlio  aim  at  being  esteemed  more 
devout  than  the  ordinary,  amongst  them.    Every  vbitant  at  his  departure 
leaveth  his  offering,  or  (as  they  phrase  it)  devotion  on.  his  altar }  but  ho 
relieth  not  on  this  only  for  a  maintenance,  but  hath  those  to  bring  him  in 
their  devotions,  whose  devotions  are  not  so  fervent  as  to  invite  them  to  do  the 
oftee  In  person.   These  are  called  his  proctors,  who  range  all  the  oountrles. 
ia  Ireland  to  beg  lor  him,  whom  they  call  the  holy  man  in  the  stone  i  eom* . 
eggs,  geese,  turkies,  hens,  sheep,  money,  and  what  not;  nothing  comes  amiss*  . 
and  nowhere  do  they  fail  all  together,  but  something  is  had ,  iasomnch  that  If - 
his  proctors  deal  honestly,  nay  if  they  return  him  but  the  tenth  part  of  what  is  ^ 
given  him,  be  may  doubtless  fare  as  well  as  any  priest  of  them  all.    The 
only  recreation  this  poor  prisoner  is  capable  of,  is  to  walk  on  his  terrasv 
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tbat  the  learned  editor  of  Ware  is  desirous  of  afttribatiog  to  the 
use  of  these  anachorites,  the  tall  and  highly-finished  pillar-towcn 
of  Ireland ;  a  conjecture  more  absurd  than  we  have  witnessed 
in  the  speculations  of  any  antiquary,  usually  so  well  entitled  ts 
attention  as  Mr.  Harris.  The  cell  of  the  hermit,  in  all  parts  d 
the  christian  world,  bears  nearly  the  same  confined  proportions ; 
and  is,  in  all  districts,  as  formerly  in  Ireland,  a  low,  narrow,  asd 
isolated  cabin,  calculated  for  the  reception  of  a  single  penoa, 
resigned  to  seclusion  and  devotion.  For  some  further  remarb 
on  the  entire  dissimilarity  between  the  cella  of  the  ordinary  ana- 
chorite,  and  the  pillar  of  the  fanatical  Stylite  of  Antioch,  we  refer 
to  the  work  by  the  Chevalier  De  Mootmorency,  on  the  Pillar- 
towers  of  Ireland. 

The  most  curious  of  the  three  ruined  churches  of  Fore  is  that 
dedicated  to  St.  Fechin,  which  is  entered  at  the  west  end  by  a 
door,  three  feet  in  width,  and  six  feet  in  height.  The  wall  is 
about  three  feet  thick,  and  is  composed  of  unhewn  stones.  The 
lintel,  or  head  of  the  door,  is  one  entire  stone,  nearly  of  the  sane 
thickness  as  the  wall,  about  six.  feet  in  length,  and  two  feet  in 
height.  It  is  hewn,  or  squared,  only  on  the  lower  part  connected 
with  the  entrance.  On  the  outer  side  is  a  carving  of  the  cross, 
placed  within  a  circle.  The  rude  character  of  the  whole  of  these 
ruins,  evinces  a  very  considerable  antiquity.  Sir  Henry  Piers 
relates  a  long  traditional  story,  current  among  the  country  people, 
according  to  the  tenour  of  which,  the  ponderous  stone  which  acts 
as  a  Untel  to  this  door-way,  was  placed  in  its  present  position, 
without  any  other  aid  than  the  efficacy  of  St.  Fechin's  prayers. 
Fantastical  traditions,  nearly  of  a  similar  character,  prevail  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  every  old  building  that  displays  any  peculiar 
exercise  of  mechanical  powers;  and  the  tale  in  question  was 
scarcely  worth  the  labour  of  chronicling,  even  as  an  instance  of 
popular  credulity. 

In  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  this  town  is  Lough  Ltun, 

bailt  over  the  cell  wherein  he  lies,  if  he  may  be  said  to  walk,  who  caaaet 
In  one  line  stretch  forth  hii  le^  four  times."  Collect.  Hibcra.  vol«K 
pp.  83-4. 
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a  aaall  bat  pleaMuit  lake>  dotted  with  three  wooded  kleiidf.  The 
naaie  should  prohebly  be  written  Laugh  Lemui,  the  lake  in  the 
meadow  or  moraes.  Near  the  banks  of  this  water  is  a  tnmulns, 
or  earthen-work^  locally  called  the  "  Fort  of  Tnrgesins.  * 

KiLTooM^  an  antient  seat  of  a  branch  of  the  Nngents^  and 
afterwards  of  the  family  of  Smyth,  is  now  the  estate  of  the  Earl  of 
Longford.  A  monastery  was  foanded  here,  at  a  very  early  period, 
by  St  Nennid.  Mr.  Archdall  styles  the  place  at  which  the  abofe 
rdigioDS  house  was  foanded  Kiiioma,  and  adds,  that  "  Kiltoma 

is  now  unknown.*' 

% 

Packenbam  Hall  (formerly  termed  Tullynally)  the  handsome 
seat  of  the  £arl  of  Longford,  is  situated  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
covaty,  near  the  small  town  of  Cas^e- Pollard.  This  estate,  witli 
other  lands  in  Westmeath,  was  granted  to  the  Pakenham  family 
shortly  subsequent  to  the  rebellion  of  1641.  The  mansion  has 
been  recently  much  enlarged  and  improved,  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Francis  Johnston,  architect.f 

*  This  celebrated  chieftain  among  the  barbaroas  hordee  which  invaded 
Ireland,  and  obtained  a  settlement  on  its  coasts,  in  the  ninth  century,  is 
nid  by  Giraldos  to  have  constrncted  many  of  the  earthen  forU  still  re- 
nainnif  in  Ireland;  in  making  which  assertion,  howeyer,  Giraldus merely 
echoed  the  tradition  preTailing  in  Ireland  at  the  time  of  his  Tisit.  The 
▼ioUnt  death  of  Targesius  is  believed  to  have  taken  place  within  the  limits 
of  antient  Meath.  The  spot  is  not  pointed  oot,  but  the  story  of  bis  destruc- 
tion to  thus  told. — The  barbarian  bad  conceived  a  passion  for  the  daughter 
of  the  King  of  Meatb,  who  did  not  dare  to  refuse  the  gratification  of  his 
wishet.  He  therefore  promised  to  send  the  lady,  attended  by  fifteen 
damsels,  at  an  appointed  time,  to  a  *'  certain  island  in  the  province  of 
Heath.'*  Instead  of  damsels,  the  king  selected  fifteen  fair  b«t  stoot  young 
iWB,  habitod  like  females,  and  each  secretly  provided  with  a  sword.  Turge- 
nasrepaired  to  the  island,  in  full  security ,  with  several  revelling  companions. 
The  isane  of  the  popvlar  tale  may  be  readily  imagined*  The  Norwegiana 
broke  the  boands  of  decornm,  and  the  disgnised  yonthftil  warriors  drew 
their  swords  from  beneath  their  female  habits,  and  put  to  death  the  ene- 
■lies  of  th^  coeotry. 

^  It  may  not  prove  oninteresting  to  observe  that  Paekeobam  Hall  is 
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Between  CMtlo-PoUard  and  Finae  are  the  rate  of  Cabunb* 
Town,  formerly  tKe  mansioB  of  a  distfaigoislied  bnmch  of  tk 
Nttgest  fomtly.  The  woods  of  this  deaiesne  were^  a  few  yean 
baeky  the  finest  and  meet  venerable  of  any  ik  Westmeath  :  bare 
waliB>  and  naked  fields/  alone,  now  meet  the  eye  of  the  trayeller.* 

• 

FtifAB,  a  small  but  neat  village^  is  situated  on  a  stream  that 
BhHes  the  lakes  Shillen  and  Ennil,  and  separates  the  connties  of 
Westmeath  and  Caran.  Over  the  stream  is  thrown  a  stone  bridge. 
This  village,  however  hnmble,  is  connected  with  several  historical 
transactions.  In  the  year  1331,  Sir  Anthony  Lucy,  lord  jostice, 
defeated  the  Irish  in  a  severe  battle  near  Ilnae.     In  Joly,  1544, 

frequently  noticed  in  MiM  Edgeworth's  Memoirs  of  her  father,  as  the  seat 
of  hospitality,  and  the  resort  of  refined  society.  At "  hospitable  Packen* 
ham  hair*  Mr.  Edgcworth  passed  much  time,  in  the  early  part  of  lus  life, 
with  equal  gratificatioB  and  improvement  In  more  advanced  lifci  a 
ftiendly  intercourse  also  subsisted  between  thefandlieeof  £dgewortii4o«a 
and  the  hall.  The  oharacter  of  the  country^  however,  prohibited  f  ery 
frequent  visits.  The  two  seats  are  twelve  miles  distant  from  each  otlier, 
and  between  tiiem,  writes  Miss  E.  *^  was  a  vast  Serbonian  bog,  with  a 
bad  road,  an  awkward  ferry,  and  a  country  so  frightful,  and  so  over- 
run with  yellow  weeds,  that  it  was  aptly  called  by  Mrs.  Greville '  die 
'  yellow  dwarf's  country'.*^    Edgeworth  Mems.  vol.  ii.  p.  11. 

*  Sir  Thomas  Nugent^  founder  of  this  distinguished  line  of  his  familj, 
and  the  first  of  the  NUgente  seated  at  Carlanstown,  was  second  sad 
youngest  son  of  Richard,  seventh  baron  of  Deivin,  and  brother  of  Chris- 
topher, eighth  baron  of  DeWin,  progenitor  of  the  Marquess  of  WestmestL 
Sir  Thomas  married  Elisabeth,  daughter  and  heir  of  George  Fleming  of 
Carlanstown,  second  son  of  James  liord  Slane,  of  Slaae castle;  wltii 
whichlady  he  obtained  this  manor.  From  this  Sir  Thomas  was  descended 
Robert,  created^  in  1767,  Baron  Nugent,  of  Csrkm$Uwm^  and  ViscMit 
Clare ;  and  also  created^  in  1776^  Eari  Nugent,  with  r^naiader,  in  defaalt 
of  male  iseue,  to  his  lordship's  8on*in-law,  George-OrenviUe-Nugent  Ten- 
pie,  late  Marquess  of  Buckingham!  Lady  Mary-Elisabeth  Nugent, 
married  to  tlie  Marquees  of  Buckingham,  was  created,  in  1600,  Baroness 
Nugent,  with  remainder  to  her  second  son,  Lord  George*Grenvilie  Nngest 
Temple ;  who  succeeded  to  the  baronp  and  manor  •f  Cmrianttomn  oo  her 
ladyship's  decease,  in  1813,  and  is  the  present  baron.— Moatmofeaey 
MSS. 


General  Mttaroe,  the  Soottiah' puritan,  overtitrar^  kefore  tUivift^ 
legey  a  detacbmetit  of  Lord  Castkhavea'a  army.  The  republiinai 
eokmeU  Hewaon  tad  Jottes,  ia  1051^  routed  here  the  royaUet 
forces^  commanded  by  Pbeagh  Mac  Hugh  O'Byme.  Daring  thSa 
tnuisactiaii,  the  republlcaim  took  the  tiHage  by  storm. 

• 

Lough  DbbiVabaoh,  in  this  part  of  the  cooaty,  is  a  lake  of 
considerable  extent  and  of  dlstlogaished  charms.  Its  winding 
and  derioos  form  produces  continual  varieties  of  pictures^j^ue 
beauty.  Lofty  hills  range  along  its  macgin»  in  some  places  pre^ 
seating  a  barrier  so  steep  as  to  be  nearly  precipitous^  and  £nely 
dothed  with  wood. — On  that  part  of  the  steepest  of  these  hills 
which  overhangs  the  water  (here  fearfully  deep)  is  a  place  of 
pilgrimage,  elaborately  described  by  Sir  Henry  Piers,  in  his  work 
respec^g  this  county,  inserted  in  the  Collectanea. 

At  Mi7i.TiFEBNAN  (Mous  Femandi)  seven  miles  from  Mallin- 
gar,  towards  the  north,  a  monastery  was  founded,  in  1936,  by 
William  Delamar,  lord  of  Delamar*s  country,*  for  Franciscan 
friars.  This  religious  house  attained  so  much  importance,  that  a 
provincial  chapter  of  the  order  was  held  here  in  1529.  Although 
dissolved  ia  the  view  of  the  state,  and  divested  of  their  posses- 
sions, the  firiars  were  permitted  to  re*assemble  in  the  baiUings 
of  tloB  monastery  -,  and,  if  we  give  credit  to  Cox,  had  not  the 
temperance  and  wisdom  to  remain  in  the  tranquil  exercise  of 
local  religious  duties.  It  is  said  by  this  writer  that  the  rebellion 
of  1641,  was  contrived  in  the  monastery  of  Multifernan.  Accord- 
ing to  Sir  Henry  Piers,  ''  this  place,  being  conveniently  seated 
alflMMt  in  the  centre  of  the  kingdom,  and  also  of  great  receipt,  in 
that  year  (1641)  and  some  years  before,  great  and  frequent  were 
the  aseetings  here  of  the  popish  clergy,  of  all  kinds,  from  all 

*  The  late  Peter  Delamar,  Esq.  chief  of  the  antient  Anglo-Norman  family 
of  Delamar,  lords  of  the  eztenriye  tract  in  this  county  termed  Dtlamar^t 
evuntry^  which  was  granted  to  that  family  by  Sir  Hugh  de  Lacy,  resided 
at  Xftfdlrtii,  or  Leckin^  io  this  part  of  Westmeatb.  This  geatlemaa  dyiaf 
without  issue,  his  antient  family  is,  we  believe,  extinct  in  the  male  line. 
The  family  of  Roche  succeeded  to  the  Delamar  estate. — Montmorency 
MSS. 
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pifto  of  the  kingdom."    Little^  bowerer^  is  to  be  tnieted  to  tke 

statement  of  psendo^liiBtorians,  writing  from  party  feelings,  wWht 

snbject  to  the  hedonn  eiasperation  that  prevailed  in  the  sevei- 

teenth  centary.    We  may  more  readily  receive  as  comet,  the 

information. of  Piers,  when  he  informs,  ns,  that  **  at  and  before 

1^1,  the  church  not  only  remained  in  good  repair,  bot  wu 

adorned  with  images,  pictures,  and  reliqnes,  whilst  the  frian 

had,  in  their  choir  and  chancel,  their  organs  and  choristen.** 

The  same  writer  describes  the  bnildings,  which,  althoogh  "  oat 

of  repair,**  were  not  niinoas  in  his  time,  as.  being  "  of  a-  ftame 

or  fitbric,  rather  neat  and  compact  than  sumptuous  or  towering, 

having  in  the  midst,  between  the  body  of  the  church  and  the 

chancel,  an  handsome  straight,  bat  very  narrow  steeple.**    It  is 

said  by  Archdall  that  *'  the  building,  according  to  a  tradition  of 

the  place,  was  committed  to  the  flames  by  the  Rochforts,  a 

powerful  funily  in  this  country ;  but  some  ruins,  which  lemaia, 

evince  its  extent  and  extraordinary  workmanship,  the  whole  being 

built  of  a  blackish  stone;  the  east  window,  totally  devoid  of 

ornament,  is  still  entire.**— ^'A  convent  of  Franciscans,  humble  in 

character,  still  exists  at  this  place. 


At  Lent,  distant  from  MuUingar  about  six  miles,  was  far* 
merly  a  castle  of  the  Oaynor  family.  The  church  has  been  latdy 
rebuilt,  with  the  aid  of  a  loan  of  a£3&0,  from  the  board  of  first 
frnits.  Here,  seated  on  a  healthy  eminence,  is  a  charter  school^ 
designed  for  sixty  children. 

At  the  distance  of  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  above,  village, 
and  finely  situated  between  Lough  Ouil  and  Lough  Derivaragh,  is 
fHitoH^s  ffatpital,  founded  in  the  last  century,  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Shinglasshonse,  for  the  support,  according  to  the  first 
intention,  of  sixteen  old  men,  and  the  maintenance  and  education 
of  the  same  number  of  boys,  protestant  natives  of  this  county. 
The  revenues  are  ample  and  the  buildings  spacious. — Here,  on 
the  6th  of  September,  1798,  a  sanguinary  engagement  occurred, 
between  a  detachment  of  the  army  of  Lord  Comwallis,  and  a 
body  of  insurgents,  who  took  post  at  the  hospital.    The  buildiug 
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VM  telroyed  dvmg  the  coliffici,  bst  has  siaee  beeii  oomploltl j 


The  part  of .  Westmeath  to  whidi  we  have  now  oondacted  the 
raider  J  ranks  amongst  the  most  pictweaqne  and  attractive  districts 
IB  this  quarter  of  Ireland.    We  are  here  in  the  region  of  the 


*  We  are  enabled  to  present,  on  original  authority,  some  corioni  par* 
denlart  relatiTe  to  the  tamultuous  congregation  of  peasantry  opposed  to  the 
kfaig's  troops  npon  this  occasion.    The  originality  of  the  intelligence,  and 
(he  clear  ideas  it  conYeys  of  tka  character  and  qaaHflcationt  of  the  bands 
which  Teniared  upon  epea  roheUion  in  this  diilrict»  must  pland  onr  apology 
far  the  length  of  this  note. — ^Tbo  body  of  insargents  which  fig nred  on  this 
occasion  was  composed  of  ignorant  and  lieadstroag  men,  of  the  lowest 
order,  who  had  withdrawn,  on  tlie  foregoing  night,  from  a  considerable 
sasembly  of  resident  farmers  and  peasantry,  which  had  collected'from  the 
adjacent  baronies,  through  the  various  motives  of  terror,  self-defence,  or 
disloynlty,  on  the  hill  of  Skey ,  near  MoyTore,  in  the  barony  of  Ratheon* 
nth.    The  greater  numbM  of  those  assessbled  at  the  hill  were,-  arssed  with 
pitclifbrksy  spades,  and  ondgsls*    Some  appeared  with  pikesy  and  othMS 
(hat  not  many)  carried  guns  and  pistols.    Thus  equipped  for  war»  these 
deluded  people  abandoned  their  homes  and  families^  and  flockedjoyoosly 
te  the  place  of  rendezvous,  as  if  to  a  fair.     Parties  of  the  most  efficient 
aowng  their  numbers  were  dispatched,  to  arrest  and  conduct  to  the  main 
body,  such  of  the  resident  gentry  and  respectable  inhabitants  as  they  could 
lay  their  hands  upon.    Among  the  persons  thus  arrested,  was  a  gentluman 
belonging  to  a  distant  county  9  formerly  an  olleer  in  a  foreign  soKvice^ 
who  was  at  that  time  on  a  Tisil  to  a  relative  in  the  neighbourhood.    Thb 
gentleman  they  conducted  to  what  they  termed  their  camp  ;  namely,  the 
bleak  summit  of  the  hill  of  Skey,  where  was  neither  tent  nor  shed,  nor 
enclosure  of  any  kind.    A  pitiable  apathy,  or  stupid  insensibility  of 
dangort  appnnnd  to  prevaB  1  mixed  with  a  restless,  anxious,  curiosity.   A 
thirst  oCnewsf  hop«i  suspicion  r  expectation  1  agitated  the  minds,  and 
visibly  influenced  the  manners  and  motions,  of  the  multitude.   The  name 
and  rank  of  the  gentleman  in  question  caused  a  great  sensation  in  the 
throng  $  and  his  compulsory  arrival  was  greeted  with  a  shout  of  welcome, 
from  end  to  end  of  the  massy  but  irregular  line.  When  silence  was  obtained, 
he  summoned  around  him  the  principal  of  their  insignificant  leaders,  rea- 
soned with  them  on  the  impracticable  character  of  their  schemes,  and. 
forcibly  exhibited  to  them,  on  the  credit  of  his  military  experience,  the 
certainty  of  destruction  that  hung  over  their  heads,  If  they  persisted  in 
resistance.    Fortunately  the  address  of— —was  received    with    con- 
viction by   the  majority  of  his  auditors.    They  prepared  to  disperse. 
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lakes  I  and  tbose  lovely  waten  anke  their  charms  with  hiBi  vary- 
log  between  the  bold  and  the  soft;  fields  richly  verdarovs; 
nnmerons  splendid  seats  $  far-s|)read  plantations  5  and  rnias 
of  ecclesiastical  and  castellated  e()ilitoes. 

Lough  Iron,  although  inferior  in  extent  and  attraction  to 
other  inland  waters  of  this  county,  claims  priority  of  notice,  on 
account  of  local  drcnmstanees.  This  loogh  may  be  termed  an 
flOEpansion  of  the  rirer  Inay,  and  is  said  by  Sir  Henry  Piers  ts 
be  ''  a  fall  mSe  in  length,  but  in  breadth  not  half  so  mvch." 
The  same  writer  notices  a  tradition  "  that,  of  old,  here  was  no 
lake  at  all  j  but  wood,  meadow,  and  woody  pastures,  the  low 
grounds  being  watered  by  a  small  rivulet."  In  support  of  such 
an  opinion,  he  observes  that  the  water  is  here  not  so  deep  as  ia 
most  lakes  of  Westmeath,  '^  for  it  is  no  where  above  sixteen  feet 
in  depth,  whereas  the  shallowest  of  our  other  lakes  are  so  many 
fhthom,  and  more.  Again,  towards  the  banks,  or  margin  of  it 
(strand  it  hath  none,  hxcept  where  the  Inny  falleth  into  it,  and 
near  it)  are  seen,  under  water,  trunks,  and  stumps,  of  trees.'* 
Sir  Henry  adds,  that  '^  he  has,  himself,  found,  and  taken  up,  in 
ahallow  water,  near  the  banks,  stags'  horns,  much  decayed  and 
rotten. 

On  the  western  banks  of  this  lough  stood,  formerly,  the  jMejf 
ofTrhtemagh,  founded  by  Geoffrey  de  Coutance,  or  Constantia, 
either  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.,  or  at  a  date  very  briefly  siibse- 
quent.-i-Sir  Henry  Fiers,  to  whose  chorographical  account  of 
Westmeath  we  have  just  adverted,  was  lord  of  the  manor^  and 
proprietor  of  the  remains  of  Tristemagh  Abbey.  In  that  work 
he  presents  a  description  of  the  church,  which  was  cruciform ; 
and,  *'  although  it  had  remsdned  without  roof  time  out  of  mind," 
was  still  **  firm  and  substantial."    We  regret  to  say  that  a 

whilst  he  clapped  epors  to  his  horse,  and  quickly  disappeared.  The  mosi: 
unruly  of  the  insurgents,  a  small  part  only  of  the  assembly,  pursued  their 
dangerous  course,  in  contempt  of  this  good  adyice»  and  directed  their 
march  to  WiUonU  Hospital,  where  they  were  attacked  by  the  Uag's 
troops  on  the  following  day,  and  mostly  cut  to  piecei* 
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toceadant  aod  rqireaentalive  of  the  aBtiquffian  «m1  worthy 
btfwiet,  ttftindy«  Sir  Pigott  WlUiam  Piers,  oaoaed  thia  veaaraMe 
piie  to  be  atteily  dem<di«hed,  in  the  year  1783.^  A  atabk  and 
eovr-hoaae  now  oceupy  its  site  ! 

The  adjacent  h^nse  and  demesne  of  Trbtemagh  have  heen« 
for  8e?eral  ages,  the  residenee  of  the  baronet  family  of  Piers  j 
bnt  are  more  indebted  to  beanty  of  situation  than  to  the  hand 
of  art,  for  any  charms  they  may  possess  in  the  esteem  of  the  tra* 
Teller.    This  family  entered  Irdand  in  the  person  of  Cq»tain 
William  Piers,  an  officer  in  Qneen  Elisabeth's  army ;  who  ia 
noted  in  history  as  the  oflieer  to  whom  the  famous  Shan^  0*NelU 
was  betrayed,  and  delivered  up,  by  his  Seoteh  auxiliary  foieea. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  0*NeiU  was  decapitated  $  and  Piers  sent 
the  head  of  the  chieftain  to  Loodon,  for  ^hich  ungradoua,  but 
ioiportant,  service,  he  was  rewarded  by  Bliaabeth  with  large 
grants  of  land,  indndbg  the  estate  of  Trtatemagh,  which  stiH 
remain  the  property  of  his  descendMits.    Sir  Henry  Rers,  son  «f 
Captain  William  Piers,  and  grandfather  of  the  historian  of  Weet» 
meatb,  was  a  man  of  letters,  and  author  of  a  book  of  travels. 
James,  son  of  Sir  Henry,  embraced  the  Roman  Catholic  religion^ 
aad  became  D.  D.  in  that  church.    He  was  royal  professor  of 
the  Aquitanic  college  at  Bordeaux,  and  published  several  literary 
works.    Sir  Henry  Piers,  Bart,  the  member  of  thts  family  in 
irfaieh  the  topographer  is  most  interested,  wrote,  in  IfidS-S,  a 
"  Ghorographical  Description  of  the  County  of  WestsMath,*' 
which  is  prmted  in  the  >  first  volume  of  the  CoUectmiea  de  Rebus 
Hibemicis.t    Sir  John  Piers,  the  present  baronet,  has  remded  isr 
some  time  in  the  Isle  of  Man, 

*  This  tastelem  and  Mnfeelini^  repro8eDtati?e  of  a  topograpMcal  writer, 
who  waa  anxioai  to  preserve  every  yreUigB  calculated  to  adorn  Ms  conn* 
try,  or  to  illvstrate  Its  history,  was  earnestly  solicited  hy  his  neighhovrs 
to  ahslaia  from  so  wantoD  an  oatra^.  We  are  assared  that  Lord  Soaderlln 
offn-ed  to  parchaso  the  rains,  at  a  high  price,  solely  with  a  view  to  their 
preservatloii  i  bat  in  vain.  The  naaie  of  Tristemafh  siioaW  never  be 
neatioaed,  withoat  ao'ezpretsioa  of  contempt  (as  regards  this  transactliMi) 
towards  that  of  Sir  Fig9H  WWiam  Piers. 

f  The  work  of  Sir  Henry  Piers  Is  respectable,  as  being  an  eariy  at- 
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N«ur  the  entrance  to  the  demesne  of  Tristenuigfa^  stands  the 
Ckapei  ofTempleifroBij  now  in  rains.  This  building,  in  the  time 
of  the  historian  of  Westmeath,  was  in  good  repair,  and  divine 
service  was  then  performed  within  its  wails.  In  this  chapel  is  the 
sepnkbral  vanlt  of  the  Piers  fiunily.  An  altar  monament,  bearing 
the  femily  arms,  commemorates  the  first  Sir  Henry  Piers,  noticed 
in  the  preceding  page  as  author  of  a  book  of  travels. 

Babonstown,  on  the  banks  of  Lough-Iron,  is  the  splendid 
seat  of  Richard  Malone,  Esq.  inherited  by  this  gentleman  from 
his  relative,  the  lateRight  Hon.  Richard  Malone,  Lord  8underlio, 
who  died  without  issue.  The  name  of  this  place  is  derived  frwn 
its  antient  proprietors,  the  ftuniiy  of  Naagle,  Palatine-^orMt  of 
Navan.  The  estate  'was  purchased  of  that  fiunily  by  Ridiard 
Malone,  Esq.  father  of  the  celebrated  forensic  orator,  Anthony 
Malone,  and  of  Edmond,  the  father  of  Lord  Snnderlin. — ^Barons- 
town  bouse  is  a  cspacious  edifice  of  stone,  chiefly  built  by  the  late 
Lord  Sttoderlin,  under  whose  tasteful  direction  the  demesne  was 
enlarged,  and  enriched  with  extensive  plantations. 

At  KiLBixY,  on  the  Baronsiown  estate,  and  in  view  of  Mr. 
Malone's  mansion,  is  a  small  but  beautiful  church,  erected  under 
the  auspices  of  the  late  Lord  Snnderlin.  This  structure  is  a  very 
estimable  example  of  the  successful  imitation,  in  modern  times,  of 
the  florid  style  of  pointed  architecture;  and  will,  we  trust, 
remain,  to  a  very  late  posterity,  a  proof  of  the  exquisite  taste  and 
munificence  of  its  noble  founder. — Kilbixy  (locally  pronounced 

tempt  to  delloeate  some  part  of  a  coaotry,  too  backward  in  a  taste  for 
topofraphical  inqairy.  Viewed  as  a  production  entirely  dependant  es 
iUiDtrinsic'meritot  its  ckief  valoe  will,  probably,  be  found  to  consist  is 
cborof  rapbical  onUine,  and  in  tbe  account  it  preservei  of  certain  peci- 
liaritiei  of  mannen,  prevailiaf  in  the  time  of  the  wriCor.  Sir  Henry  wsi 
far  from  being  a  wall  ioformod  historian,  or  a  sound  antiquary.  Ht 
was  a  rigid  protestant ;  but,  while  be  holds  up  to  derision  the  credulity  sf 
vulgar  classes  of  Romanists,  he  believes,  and  gravely  repeats,  the  msit 
fentastical  talas,  not  marked  with  a  popular  superstition  against  which  hs 
was  habitually  guarded. 
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KUVif^)  Imiorly  otnUiMdp  cMlk,  aod  mi  iMwpiUl  for  teport ; 
nf  vUch  iMt  bnildiiif  some  remaiiis  are  iliU  Ti^ible.  These 
fltmctnret  were  erected  by  Sir  Hugh  de  Lacy»  aboat  tbe  year 
1108.  Here  Sir  Geoffrey  de  Coetance,  wbo  was  a  foUewer  of 
daLecy,  held  his  bareaial  ceart.  Sir  Geo&ey  granted  boroegk 
privil^es  to  tbe  a^iaeent  town>  ef  whieli  privU^ed  place  not  a 
trace  remains  at  the  present  day  ! 

LovGH  Uoiif,  or  Oui]»»  is  a  lovely  sheet  of  water,  laore  than 
tlurse  miles  in  leEigth^  and  about  one  mile  in  width.  Its  bosom  is 
diversified  by  five  small  islands,  well  planted  with  trees  and 
slirBbs.  From  this  lake  issue  two  rivers,  formerly  known,  as  it 
voaid  appear  from  Sir  H.  Piere,  by  the 'names  of  the  golden  and 
silrer  hands«  Lough  Ueil  now  acts  as  a  reservoir  to  the  Royal 
Canal.  la  the  contiguity  of  this  lake  are  several  handsome 
maniioas,  ameag  which  we  notice  the  following. 

PoaTJUKMoXj  the  seat  of  Lord  de  Blaqniere.  This  estate  for- 
sktIv  belonged  to  a  branch  of  the  Nugent  family,  and  was 
pacchased  by  the  father  of  the  present  peer.  Sir  John  Blaqniere, 
K.  B.  who  was  advanced  to  the  peerage  at  the  time  of  the  Union,' 
The  hooee  of  Portlemon  was  erected  by  that  nobleman.  This 
HMasioa  ie  well  placedi  and  the  demesne  is  ^ely  planted. 

LaviMoxoii  Pabx,  otherwise  Fwmaruitick,  a  seat  of  the 
Jie^Fiaf a  ian%,  sitnated  on  rising  ground  in  this  delightful  tract 
01  cawatry,  at  the  distance  of  two  miles  from  MuUingar. 

SoNMA,  or  SoNNAcn,  which  in  the  Irish  langnage  implies  a 
€md$  of  stone,  is  sitnated  in  this  neighbourhood,  on  the  borders 
ef  a  small  boi  .charming  lake.  This  place  has  constituted  the 
%9^o[tk$  Taile,  or  De  Tuyt^A  iamily,  for  more  than  six  hundred 
ywa.  Ssf  Bagh  de  Laey,  kurd  of  Maad^  granted  the  manor  of 
«l»  S&mu^,  witti  other  estates^  to  Richard  de  Tnyt^,,  one  of  his 
prindpal  followers,  about  the  year  1180  j  and  it  must  be  noticed, 
as  a  rare  circumstance  of  good  fortune,  in  this  country  of  political 
troubles,  that  the  manor  has  ever  since  remained  vested  in  the 

VOL.  II.  * 


i42    •  BCAVTlKft  or   IRBIANO. 

deteendaats  of  the  8ud  Richard,  without  any  interraptioii  what- 
ever. In  a  more  extenaive  work^  it  might  not  prove  imintereatiag 
to  trace  the  annals  of  a  family,  thus  riding  aecorely,  amidet  all 
the  *'  ttorms  of  state,'*  for  so  many  centnries.  (Sir  OliverToite, 
"  of  the  Sonagb,'*  was  created  a  baronet  in  1692,  and  was  proge- 
nitor of  the  present  baronet.  Sir  George ;  and,  likewise,  of  Hogh 
Morgan  Toite,  (f  Sonna,  Esq.  who  served  the  office  of  high 
sheriff  of  Westmeatb^  in  the  year  1822.— The  present  mansion  of 
this  antient  family  is  a  light  and  elegant  bailding,  which  has 
snoeeeded  to  **  the  castle  of  stone/*  and  is  sorronnded  by  a  weU- 
pYanted  demesne.* 

LovGB  Ennbl,  the  most  southward  of  the  Westmeath  lakes, 
is,  also,  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  beautifal  of  those  fine 
sheets  of  water.  Its  eastern  margin  is  enriched  by  several  man- 
sions, and  spacioQS,  diversified,  and  wdl-wooded  demesnes. 

The  attractive  seat  termed  Belvsdsrb,  lately  gave  the  tide 
of  earl,  in  the  peerage  of  Ireland,  to  the  Rochfort  family.  Tlie 
earldom  became  extinguished  in  the  person  of  the  late  peer,  who 
died  a  short  time  back,  withoat  issae.  This  seat  is  now  the 
property  of  his  lordship's  sister,  the  Countess  of  Lanesboroagh. 
Mr.  Young  describes  this  place  in  the  following  animated  termi. 
'*  The  house  is  perched  on  the  crown  of  a  very  beantifnl  little 
hill,  half  sorronnded  with  others,  variegated  and  mdting  iato 
one  another.  It  is  one  of  the  most  singular  places  any  where  to 
be  seen,  and  spreading  to  the  eye  a  beautiful  lawn  of  nndaktiag 
ground,  margined  with  wood.  Lake  Ennel  flows  beneath  the 
windows.  It  is  spotted  with  islets  ;  a  promontory  of  rock,  fringed 
with  trees,  shoots  into  it,  and  the  whole  is  bounded  by  distant 
hills."  We  are  sorry  to  observe  that  the  artificial  ruins  of  a  cattle 
(which  incumber  the  earth,  as  the  too-durable  memorial  of  a 
former  family  dissension)  purposely  obstruct  the  reciprocal  adfasi* 
tages  of  view,  between  this  and  the  contiguous  demestto  of  Roch- 
fort house. 

•  For  many  particular!  relating  to  the  Tuite  famny,  tee  Bftrofitta|* 
nf  IraUsd  ;  and  ArchdalfB  Peerage,  vol.  iil.  p.  99,  note. 
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SoeapwT  IlouBB>.  oQfi  of  Ite  fii«H  aMiamft  hi  ttttt  ditl^^ 
«M  the  aeai  of  the  bto  Guslariie-Ibme  Rocbfoit>  Ssq.  a  repM^ 
Mlilive  in  the  imperiel  pariiMiieBt  lor.  the  icwUf  ot  WeelMeth. 
negroBiids  are  welUweoded,  and  «ztreiiidy  beaotifiil* 

GauLiTowif  PiAK,  to  the  east  of  Loagh-Eaael,  is  the  seat 
Md  rmdemce  of  James^CuUeikl  Browae,  Lprd  KUmmn  .of  #li 
AMr.  His  kNrdship  is  of  the  aatieDt  fiueily  of  *^  Browae  ol  the 
Nesfe/*  in  tbe  ceontj  of  Mayo.  Sir  John  Brovroe  of  the  Neale« 
father  of  the  present  baron»  was  raised  to  the  peerage  ia  17M» 
aad  purchased  this  estate  Iron  the  late  Earl  of  BelTodorsr  TIm 
aiitmg  mansion  was  boilt  by  the  first  Lord  Kilmaio,  npon  the 
site  of  an  antient  stnicliire  beloagtng  to  tbe  ehief  barpn  Sochfbit, 
which  ia  noticed  by  Deeo  Swift. 

Near  the  above  sent  ia  the.TiUsge  of  Kilbbidb^  called  the 
tm  ofKUMie.  Hero  stood  a  castle  of  the  Tynds,  whioh^  ia 
ld61,  after  an  obstinate  resiltanoe  on  the  part  of  the  pnep rietor» 
Walter  Tyrrel»  Esq.  a  aealoas  royalisi»  was  sBrrendered  to  the 
pedisMeot  forees  ander  Colonel  Hnson.  Ia  the  naighboiwhood 
are  seen  some  church  riiins>  and  a  moat^  or  dan..    . 

• 

In  the  village  of  Envon^  or  iMvan^  is  a  castle,- of  small 
dbcBslooSf  which  commands  fine  views  of  tbe  windings,  of  the 
liver  Inny,  and  over  a  wride  extent  of  the  oonwties  of  Westmeath 
and  JLoni^rda  This  castla  wtis  boilt  by  the  Daitoos,  bnt  passed^ 
smny  ages  badc»  into  tiio  possession  of  the  Toito  lasulyA  of 
Bonnsf  h,  who  are  the  present  owners. 

MnamscoitnT>  once  called  J?s/mMbl0imij  was  formerly « together 
wkh  nwny  neighbonring  nmnors,  iodnded  in  O^iam's  aumtrjf.  The 
fimiily  of  D* Alton  bad  here  a  castle  j  bat  that  family  forfeitiag 
thdr  possessbns  in  1641,  this  manor  was  granted  by  Cromwell 
to  Lientenant  Lewis  Meares,  one  of  his  English  oficers.  The 
present  mansion  of  Mearscoort  was  erected,  on  the  site  of  the 
old  castle  of  Rolandstown,  by  the  late  John  Mwres^  Esq.  under 
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iMwMdirMtiou  fke  gnraiviv  w«rc  liid  oiit«  wilb  ^rarjrwipcrior 
tMl»  twd  jadgBiett.  <te  1«ri»  4itiil4  to  citMtid  tlM  Mtf  of  5%, 
or  Sftn^^  noficrt  te  a  praeediag  pijf6  «b  ilM  jhet  of  reitlcv^Mi 
lor  a  body  of  loforg^ote,  oa  tW  %tb  of  SiptomlMr,  1798. 


lUrf  flooiTBAVBy  a  aiaan  viNage,  diilaat  ftve  miles  froia  Mol- 
Mogar,  kapartt  its  namsto  avery  exIeasiTeteroay.*  Urn  jdaos, 
atdliefsnt  periods^  guiw  the  iMo  of  bafOD^^wlatiae totbe  haMm 
oAB'Altoa  aad  Chren.  Of  tMa  iMter  race  of  l^aroos  the  male  Inie 
iMeamo  estiiicl,  towaNis  tiie  close  of  Qveea  Kieabetli^s  reiga,  in 
lito  person  of  Bir  Mchafd  Oai«a,  uterifae  bntiiep  of  ifaigb  0*Nell, 
ilsi*)>  ofTyroae  3  a  person  amply  aoticed  by  tite  autber  of /^«m(« 
MUenmm,  Tbe  antieni  cborch^  wbieb  is  in  raias,  oontaiiis  a  sepsK 
chral  vault  of  the  D'Altons.  A  aew  ehavdi  has  been  bitely  esv" 
pleted,  with  the  aid  of  a  sam  of  money  from  the  board  of  first 
Mts.  In  iMs  Migbboarbood-  are  nmnetovs  €Qmoli»  or  oailheB 
ilbva^omi,  aswdty  desciibod  aader  tbe'aame»  of  ralTii  or  aieata 
VbesolMii  a  eonnM4tl  Hae^,  or  duiiti ;  aad  ooe>  wbitb  has  beta 
tiip1ore4l>  osalains  several!  f^somo  or  recesses* 

Af  a  distaneeof  bidf  a  mile  fleai  fbe  above  village,  itasMedes 
an  acclivity 9  near*  the  Lake  of  Loegbaii,  is  MimmtMkm,  the  ssst 
of  the  D'Alton  ftunily,  counts  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  bvilti 
tiMM  lie  year  1790,  bf  Ctoant  Webard  D^AHob,  a  disliiigaishsd 
4ttberift  the  Aastrlao'serrloe.  By  Ifba ssme  geafdsmaa^  smk  Im 
mother,  Geaend^  James  IT  Altos,  wa»ersetodbero  apytamidsl 
i*0BMieB«>  illif  feet  in  bc^t,  i«  boaoor  of  Hm  Emprasa  Maiis 
iPheMBse,  Ihe  Bmperor  Joseflb  tt.  andhbi  hfta  awjesly,  Khtg  Goivgs 
III.  This  monument  is  adMied  en  Hiree  sMka  vrifb  tba  |sailsi> 
in  white  marble,  of  the  above-named  sovereigns }  the  fonrth  side 
laoiaiiged  with  the  IK  Alloa  arms,  and  a  soilabto  inscripCioa.— 
Oonnt  Oliver  D*AHon,  the  last  mde  bebp  of  iUs  aatieat  ftimiiy, 
tying  vritboat  issae,  the  ftoailf  esCalas  gaveHetf  betwedis  his 
tbrse  listers. 

*  Jo  tills  barpny  it  iitmUe4  the  hiilpf  Ultnaek^  at  Utenaek,  eekbnted 
as, a  plac«  of  dniklleal^teraaioB&ss  i  and  as  the  seene  of  varioai  syaods 
and  pabttc  assaaihlss. 
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is  the  Mitieat  M«t  •!  a  brAwAt  of.  tits  NigMtt 
faay v«  BdMfd  Migcal>  of  Balynteoi',  Etif .  wai  vtAted  ae  camd 
•ff  tli»  Holf  RouMB  fimpile,  wkb  lieenea  of  Kinf.  Qeat^  Ilk 
Goont  Bd#apd  Nsgeot,  graadtoil  of  tbaf  geaUaoMDj  isUMpre^* 
aeot  proprietor  of  Ikta  oitMte. 


LtsMY^  a  Tillage  Boar  tho  town  of  BaHyntahoa^  ii  sitoatod  in  a 
pfctaraaqtee  trad  of  €0«nt#y .  This  plaoe  deiinada  tke  notiee>  of  tbo 
tspograpbtfi  from tbodreoBiOta&oeof  ita ha?i&g luvnitrly  iffivM 
a  midaoctt  to  the  Re?.  Honry  Ck»ldimitli>  brotlMr  of  the  poMj  ti 
wlioib  mo  dadtertod^  kj  tbat  ploaaiag  writer,  Ae  poem  of  Mo 
"  TmfoUeri"  Here,  doly  aenaibW,  aa  we  witl  hope,  of  ^«  llui 
tMon  of  liia  himUeohoice/'  thB'^  vinfligo  preaclicr  ran  hk  godiy 
laoe.**  It  hts  been  enppoaed  tliat  mtatj  of  the  objecte  IbnHthiag 
poalioal  ttthtaiiHis  in  the  '*  l>«BMed  Village;'  a»e  stiHto  he  dItecM 
fir«d  IB  Litsoy  and  Me  fieiriity>  The  Re?.  Henry  GoMsultli 
peilarmed  tho  duties  of  dirmto  lo  tte  He%fbho«friiig  therdi  i^t  RtN 
kaaay  woet.  Borne  fbrther  partieolare  dbao^miag'the  poet  GbVi^ 
nrfth,  and  iitA%  hitetiet^Bg  fieiglibOtothd4d,  rtne  f>tBMta«^  in  dttf 
aeeftoBt  of  fMioe,  cmktf  9/  L^mgfbfd, 

KiutsNuy-iWB^f,  dietant  ri)oiit  oute  mik  fkiom  LieAoy>.  \%  K 
siaall  Fair  town,  bteariag  marks  of  some  impOrtattee  in  tett)dt«rf 
ages.  This  place  gives  name  to  a  barony  ^  and  an  abbey  was 
fimdod  here,  at'  a  rery  early  period.  On  the  d^toy  of  that  in* 
HiMion,  B  priory^  4r  hospital,  i^  Croached^  Friai^,  wire  eveleletf 
by  the  fiamily  of  Dillon,  in  the  thirteenth  century.  Kilkenny- 
west  gives  the  title  of  baron,  in  the  Irish  peerage,  to  Dillon,  Earl 
of  Roscommon.  An  obelisk,  fifty  feet  in  height,  was  erected  here, 
lome  yesra  back,  by  Mr.  Lowe,^  of  Lowville.  This  stractare 
eecapieo  b  oommanding  sitaatMNi,  aid  we  regret  that  its  creetfctv 
was  not  designed  to  oomniemorate  the  poet  who' has  rendered  iti^ 
ndghboorhood  classic  grontid'. 

LouGH-BE£^  on  the  north-eastera  border  of  this  county,  is  ai 
Boble  ^read  of  water^  formed  by  an  expansio&^of  tha  fiver.  8haib» 
non.    This  fine  lough  is,  in  its  widest  port,  nine  ni4ks  in  breadth. 
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Mul  it  adomdl  with  serenl  w«H-woodad  iriandii.  Among  tk 
kffgettof  tkfte  is  ^aft/tf/oNi/,  the  property  of  Lord  Cistka^ 
#liich  oontaiii^.more  than  100  acres  of  good  isod.  Ao  abbey  wm 
founded  on  this,  island  by  the  Dillon  family^  of  whidi  bmldiog 
some  ruins  still  remain ;  and  the  precincts  form  a  place  of  bonal 
for  the  Anglo-Norman  sept  of  Dillon,  extremely  nomeroos  in  the 
adjoining  district,  which  Was  formeriy  called  jDiKmV  Cmtmkif!^ 
On  anotther  island  of  Loogh«ree>  termed  SmMs  l$lmd,  er 
Nwu*  JsUmi,  a  convent  of  ouns^  of  the  order  of  St*  ClaNu  caiiedef 
Bethlem^  was  foQiided>  at  an  unknown  datej  of  which  the  wsUi 
atill  remain.  This  nnnnery  flourished  antll  the  year  1641,  st 
wbich  tune  a  party  of  British  soldiers>  nnder  the  command  of 
Captun  Bertie^  brother  to  the  Earl  of  Lindsay,  in  garrisoa  st 
Balynaqlofi^  casUe,  near  Longb-ree>  made  an  irmplloa  into  tbs 
island,  and,  after  committing  oitrages  on  the  nans,  destroysd 
liie  conventoal  baildings  by  fire.  Returning  to  Balynadoffyi  iUi 
Ucentioos  band  completed  the  exfdoits  of  the  day,  by  drinking  ts 
an  excess  that  rendered  them  incapable  of  efforts  at  seif^preser* 
▼ation } '  in  which  state  they  were  attacked  by  an  aif«nging  party, 
nnder  the  conduct  of  one  of  the-DiUon  (amily,  and  (as  wo  will 
veatore  to  anticipate)  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  reader,  were 
nearly  all  cot  to  pieces*  Two  persons  alone  escaped,  to  confew 
the  ootrage,  and.  to  narrate  its  jnst  punishment* 

MoiDBUM  Housn,  or  Cas^lu,  the  seat  of  Lord  Castlemaiaei 
is  situated  near  the  border  of  Longh*ree,  at  the  distance  of  abont 

*  Hie  reader  may  here  be  reminded  that  Connerly  in  Ireland,  as  in 
Scotland,  all  the  followers  of  a  chieftain,  althoagh  not  in  the  most  distant 
degree  related  to  him  in  blood,  assumed  his  family  name.  Hence,  the 
nameroQs  FItsgeralds,  Butlers,  &c.  It  may  afford  a  enrfons  Ulnitralkm 
of  tbe  former  state  of  morals  and  mannen  In  Ireland,  to  obsenre  tfiat  «e 
find,  in  this  district,  a  tract  of  land  called  CI«cA«r-a«dslM«  tbe  wretebed, 
or  sinfiil,  tribe  or  congregation;  to  which  place  the  heads  of  the  PiUoa 
fhmily  sent  their  illegitimate  offspring,  who  were  distinguished  by  the 
appellation  of  SHochd'ehckar^andeiih^aindear ;  literally  meaning  the  oa- 
faiwfal  progeny  of  the  unmarried  women,  or  marriagtabh  women.  Many 
of  tiw  desoendaats  of  tliese  nnfortonate  oateasts  are  in  exbtenee,  and 
well  known  in  the  neighbonrhoodi 
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tmo  wik$  freoi  the  towa  of  Aihlone.  The  antient  bonte  on  tliu 
liiffliiB  had  BO  iViteBttoas  to  archit^oral  beauty,  and  waa  not, 
ia  nj  raapect>  caknlated  for  tlie  retideoce  of  a  diatingaisbcd 
kniif.  The  f»rcaent  mansion  has  been  lately  completed,  after 
tke  designs  ol  Mr.  Morrison,  in  the  style  denomiaated  ''  modern 
Gstkic.**  The  demesne  is  extremely  beaotifnl,  abonndiog  with 
iosqaalitiea  of  snr&ce,  and  richly  adorned  with  wood  and  water, 
ns  noble  proprietor  clueHy  resides  on  this  estate;  and  schools, 
fir  the  gratnitons  edocation  of  peasant-cbtldi^en^  have  been 
hsBMnely  inatitnted  in  the  neighbourhood  by  Lady  Castlemaiae* 

BALYMons  is  amarket  and  bir  town,  near  the  northern tK>rder« 
ef  the  ceoDty.  This  is  a  long,  bat  irregular  and  ilUbnilt  town, 
chiefly  noted,  in  a  trading  poiat  of  view,  for  its  horse  and  cattle 
fcin.  The  parish  chorch  has  been  lately  repaired  and  enlarged, 
la  the  chnrch-yard  is  a  decayed  chapel,  forming  the  antient  place 
ef  sepaltvre  for  the  Magan  family,  of  Emoe  and  Togher*s  town, 
iathis  connty.  By  that  family  the  chnrch-yard  has  been  sar* 
renaded  with  a  stooe  wall,  and  with  a  doable,  and  very  ornamental^ 
fine  of  elm  trees,  at  present  of  considerable  bulk  and  height, 

BalyoMre,  with  a  vast  adjoining  territory,  after  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Anglo-Normans,  fell  to  the  share  of  Sir  Theobald  de 
Verdan,  in  right  of  his  wife,  Margaret,  eldest  daughter  of  Walter 
de  Lacy,  lord  of  Meath.  The  male  line  of  Sir  Theobald's  progeny 
frtliag,  his  estates  in  this  county  devolved  to  the  husbands  of  his 
dsagfaters,  who  were  Englishmea,  and  resided  in  their  native 
isknd.  In  consequence  of  the  absence  of  these  proprietors, 
writes  Finglass,  their  lands  in  Ireland  were  usurped  by  the  Anglo- 
Norman  and  "  Milesian**  septs  of  D' Alton,  Dillon,  O'Melaghlin, 
and  Mac  Geoghegan.  In  the  year  1600,  the  town  and  manor  of 
Bslymore  belonged  to  Sir  Francis  Shaen,  who  sometimes  made 
this  place  his  residence.  By  virtue  of  Lord  Straiford's  commis- 
sion for  remedy  oi  defective  titles,  ,a  grant  of  the  castle,  manor, 
sad  lake  of  Balymare'lough-tukdy,  was  obtained,  in  1636,  by 
Nicholas,  first  Viscount  Netterville.  The  present  Viscount  Net< 
ierville  is  now  the  principal  proprietor. 

This  towii  was  garrisoned  by  the  royalists,  under  Sir  James 
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Bilioii,  ID  1649 1  b«t^  on  the  approairii  of  tbe  piriiMiaiil  Amy, 
Sir  James  burnt  tke  towo,  and  fled.  BalynMro  ww  IMied 
anew  for  James  II.  and  made  a  stoat  reswtafiee>  od  eqiefisMiiif 
a  siege  from  General  de  Giolde)  but  the  garrisMi  atleagth 
sorrendered  at  discretion,  June  tUe  8th,  1691.  On  tbe  eondasuMi 
of  a  peace,  whicli  took  place  soon  after  tkis  ereat.  the  fortifica- 
tions were  demolished. 

ContigQous  to  the  town  of  Balymore  is  the  email  btit  besatifiil 
Lake  ofLaughswdy,  or  Longh  Snnderlin,  from  which  the  Mdkme 
family  derived  the  title  of  baron,  in  the  Irish  peerage.  At  the 
foot  of  the  hill  of  Clare,  or  Mullaghcloe,  may  still  be  seen  tbe 
rains  of  a  Gilbertine  Abbey,  founded  in  1218,  on  the  aita  of  a 
monastery,  which  stood  here  before  the  year  70^  On  the  sam* 
mit  of  the  hill  are  the  ruins  of  Clare  Castle.  In  1691,  the  BritMi 
and  Patch  army,  under  Generals  de  Ginkle  aad  Douglas,  ea- 
enmped  on  this  hill,  while  preparing  for  the  siege  of  Baiymoie. 

Towards  the  middle  of  the  last  eentory,  some  labouviiig  awa, 
while  ploughing  at  Carnb,  then  the  estate  of  Keedah  Oeaghegan, 
Esq.  turned  op  a  flag  stone,  about  four  feet  long  and  three  bn»i. 
On  examining  the  aperture,  it  was  found  to  contain  the  bones  sf 
a  human  body,  "  of  gigsntic  dimensions.**  Tbe  bottom,  sides 
and  ends,  were  composed  each  of  a  single  slab  of  stone.  Of  this, 
and  several  other  antient  tombs  discovered  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  above  place,  an  account  was  afterwards 
published  by  Dr.  Richard  Pococke>  Bishop  of  Meath,  from  whkk 
we  extract  the  following  particulars. 

''  There  was  something  singuhuly  curious  in  the  attire,  or 
ornament,  of  the  head  $  for  it  was  covered  with  an  int^nment  of 
elay,  as  with  a  cap  >  the  border  whereof,  neatly  wrought  like 
point,  or  Brussels  lace,  extended  half  way  down  the  forehead. 
Upon  handling,  it  mouldered  into  dust,  so  that  no  drawing  was 
made  of  it.  Entdlnbed  with  the  bones  was  an  am  of  yeUow  clay. 
its  contents,  if  there  were  any,  are  not  mentioned ;  it  is  proi>able, 
therefore,  there  were  none;  for  the  inside  of  the  grave  is  expressly 
said  to  have  been  free  from  dirt  or  dust ;  and  the  urn,  upon  hand- 
ling, fell  to  pieces, 

*^*  Beside  thr  urn  lay  a  ring,  of  no  inconsiderable  value,  l^ot 
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to  m^  it.  It  'WMfelip  «f  twwtHty^fnm  table  dtu»^4i,  BegtiMl> 
aid  w€U>dispo«td|  8ettiifp>U^  Tils  Wbet  wera  alliirliie^  msI 
blanched,  bat  there  was  no  sign  of  bra  hating  passed  vftm  thcBi 
**  This  discoyery  leading  to  a  farther  search,  five  other  graves, 
(ffaaifflilar  cosstradion,  bnt  of  smaller  ^iimensions,  having  oaly 
Immib  bones  in  thsin^  wsre-also  found.  Thsso  ireirs  disposed  is 
sKgOlar  form,  so  as  nearly  to  enfiroo  the  larger  sepshrlffe  ;  two 
being  pkooed  on  each  side,  and  one  at  the  fieet.  It  hfl^ipeBafll 
also,-  withhi  a  ehet%  ttne=  after,  that  fivte  other  graves,  of  the 
smafier  ecM,  were  disoovered  «i^thin  hsif  a  mSe  of  this  piaoa^ 
spoft  the  latids  of  Adamstown  |  hot  these,  like  the  fcroMr,  mthi 
tained  only  heman  boaes.*'^ 

KiLLATB,  now  a  BimAl  vfAage,  is  eappos^  by  Camden  to'  bd 
the  Ltahenufd  Ptolemy.  Mr.  Hsrsis,  on  the  other  hand,  bettores- 
other  Kelle  or  Taragh  to  hatKshoea  the  antiontLabenis,  and  de« 
duces  ffhe  etymology  of  the  word  KiHair  from  #91,  «  chorcih,  and* 
jfcsAr,  the  iia^el  or  middle  j  this  place  having  btstt  soppeeed  faf 
iMae  topographers  to  stand  in  thecipicl  icsntral  pent  of  the 
iitaiiiid.*-*In  (he  M^.  comnmnicated  to  this  iTorh  by  theChev, 
Be  Montmorency,  it  is  observed  tlnit  as  the  place  in  qaoalMh  is: 
Posted  near  the  oelebmted  HUl^f  Ihmuteh,  on  widdi  nterie^ 
formerly  held  provincial  assemblies,  not  less  Ireqnently  ^mb  aft 
l\vBgh,  we  may  tationatty  believe  that,  in  the  days  of  Ptolemy, 
sad  dom  to  e  mooh  Ittter  datte,  tbe  town  now  called  Kfllair  was 
the  resort,  BOt  only  of  stsangsrs  and  msfohasus,  but  was  also 
the  readosfoes  of  the  insh  nobiKty,  daring  the  ifeneral  meeting 
of  the  states  at  Usonach.  Admittiog  the  correctness  el  this 
opinioii,  the  Chevalier  saf^ests  that  the  tme  etymology  of  the 
Hord  HiU>^  >B*y  be  foond  in  the  Irish  KM,  a  ohenck  or  pasish, 
ind  Laihar  (^ptioumDaeiLMt)  a  pltee  ef  me^Sng. 

A  monastery,  dedicated  to  St.  Aid  and  St.  Brigid,  appears 
to  have  been  foovded  at  KiUahr,  in  the  sixth  centnry.  In  the 
year  IIM,  Sir  Hogfa  De  LAOy  eneeted  a  strong  oastle  at  tUe 

^   ArchatologiUy  vol.  ii,  p.  82. 


place*  whkk,  m  •lier*agw#  was  poggeMed  hy  the  M>c  Oiwg^pni, 
^aats  of.  Mo]?eMlielL  Tke  Shaeii  &viily  anccetded  m  the  poi- 
aesaioii  of  Uiie  fortreaa^  which  remained  io  that  fiunilj  oatil  tba 
recent  extiBCtio&  of  the  nale  line* 

At  DavMBANTj  about  six  mtles  from  Athhwe,  towardi  the 

Berth  east^  is  the  seat  of  Mr.  Lennon.^-Dromfaay  may  be  tamed 

thecradle  of  the  DiUooSj  bm,  from  the  parent>stock  at  this  plaoe^  are 

epraig  the  anmeroas  branches  of  that  distiegalshed  Aaglo-NonaiB 

CMBtly.    Sir  Henry  De  Lion«  seci-etary  to  John«  Earl  of  Mortoa,. 

afterwards  King  of  Eafj^nd,  obtained,  aboat  the  year  1186«  a 

lafjge  grant  of  leads  in  this  qaarter,  being  part  of  the  antient  domsia 

of  the  powerfnl  septs  of  0*Melaghlin,  Mac  Oeoghegan,  and  others; 

to  which  newly-acqoired  territory  Sir  Henry  gare  the  name  of 

HUM 9  C^mUr^f  by  which  appelladon  it  was  long  known.    Sir 

Henry  heM  his  lands  m  et^iie,  by  the  service  of  sixty  knight'i 

fees ;  a  dreofflstauoe  amply  iUaatratiTe  of  the  extait  and  impsr- 

tance  of  the  grant  with  which  he  was  iatroared.    He  bdlt  tbe 

castle  of  Draimradi^  or  Drumrang,  in  whidbr  his  posterity  floorished 

for  many  ages.  Sir  Henry  De  Lion,  otherwise  IHUm,  died  in  tbs 

year  1944.  From  Sir  Thomas  Dillon,  styled  Baron  of  Dmmsany, 

by  Lady  Mand,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Edmond  le  Bottlkr^  Bad 

of  Carrick,  are  descended  the  fruniKes  of  Dillon  now  existii^  in 

Ireland  and  England. 

The  castles  of  KUkuanp  and  Arimagrsik,  both  of  which  are 
in  this  neighbourhood,  and  now  in  rains,  were  built  by  the  Dillons. 
The  handsome  demesne  attached  to  the  latter  atnicture  has  been, 
since  its  forfeiture  by  the  Dillons,  successively  the  property  and 
residence  of  tbe  families  of  Bortles  and  Hatfield.  From  Henry, 
second  son  of  Sir  Lucas  Dillon,  and  brother  to  Jamea,  first  Eavi 
of  Roacommon,  who  resided  here  in  the  reign  of  Elisabeth,  spnag 
the  femUy  of  DiUoa,  seated  at  Kentstewn,  in  Meath. 


Watxestown,  or  fFaUentowm,  the  seat  of  the  Haadooefc- 
Temple  fiunily,  is  one  of  the  finest  demesnes  in  Westmeatb.  The 
mansion  is  of  mmple  proportions,  and  the  estate  richly  omameDted 
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iM  a  Inxttrianceof  wood  and  waior.*  ifaro  alood,  Ibmoily,  « 
casfle^  Hounded  by  John,  fovrtfa  son  of  Sir  Rdbert,  and  broHwr  il 
9r  Lucas  IMllon,  befbre^nientioned. 

M08STOWN,  distant  two  miles  from  Balymor^^  is  the  handsome 
teat  of  Theobald  Fetherston-haagh,  Esq.  senior  representative  of 
that  family. 

Balyntobbbk,  near  the  above  demesne,  is  the  seat  of  Cvthbett 
Mherston,  Esq.  A  Dominican  Friary  (often  called  the  Friary  of 
Tdbber)  was  founded  here,  in  tlie  year  1488,  with  the  perausaiott 
of  Pope  Innocent  VIII. 

EtfOBj  the  seat  of  Francis  Magan^  Esq.  chief  of  his  antient 
{unily,  is  distant  from  Balymore  about  two  miles  and  a  half.  The 
lept  of  Mac  Cean,  or  Mac  Gean>  latterly  written  Mac  Gan  and 
Magan^  is  a  collateral  branch  of  the  house  of  Mac  Dermott.  Six 
saccessiye  generations  of  the  Magan  family  have  resided  at  Emoe. 
The  house  is  an  antient  mansion,  approached  through  a  long  avenue 
of  trees.  In  this  neighbourhood  are  many  vestiges  of  very  remote 
antiquity^  consisting .  of  supposed  droidical  remains  ;  artificial 
caves  5  and  numerous  earthen  elevations^  locally  termed  rathsj 
dons,  or  moats. 

At  the  distance  of  one  mile  from  Emoe  is  Rosbmount,  a  well- 
ifliproved  demesne.  The  mansion  was  built  by  the  late  Owen 
Gecighq^,  Esq.  who^e  only  daughter  and  heir  married  the  late 
Sir  Richard  Nagle,  of  Jamestown^  father  of  the  present  baronet. 

Sbvbocs:,  distant  one  mile  mda  half  firom  tiio  town  of  MetH, 

*  A  poem  was  written  aboot  thirty  years  back,  by  the  late  George 
Hynde,  M.  D.  descriptive  of  the  beauties  of  this  fine  demesne.  It  may  be 
ohserred  that  the  two  branches  of  Handcock  of  Vmbrooke,  Baron  of 
Castlemaine,  and  Handcock-Temple  of  lif  alerstowa,  derive  liom  oae 
stock;  tiie  Ibimer  fiom ThooMs  the  eUestaos^  Ihe latter  ffom Stephea, 
Dean  of  Clonmaeaoiai  fourth  and  yoangest  son  of  William  Handcock,  of 
Twyfbrd,  knight  of  the  ahire  for  the  county  of  Westmeatb,in  the  first  par- 
liament after  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.  This  family  (which  derives 
from  the  Handcocks  of  Boltoo,  in  Lancashire)  is  of  long  standing  in  Ire-* 
tend,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  dric  registries  of  Dublin. 


.ftVAVTISC  or  tWtf^AND. 

■  afiMioittftittbacMettenlyofHcKMui.  jEhmifm,^J>m» 
tf'gm,  coiCigumn  ta  Shomckj  is  Uk^wUe  tke  aiM»  oC  dni  hi| 
respectable  family.  Here  stood  •  cattle  of  the  Biagawlya«  fsr^ 
merly  chieftains  of  Colry. 

« 

At  Castlb-Lost,  distant  from  Kinnegad  seven  miles^  we 
find  the  roins  of  a  castle,  of  a  mansion-honse,  and  a  chnreh.  The 
eastle  still  exhibits  tmces  of  strong  ontirorksj  aad  was  protected 
by  a  mott.  Thi$  ^saatle,  and  t^e  ad||oining  maasionj  long  affoids4 
aresideitee  to  the  Tyrrel  family.  Th0  aatient  and  muied  chatdi 
contains  numerons  disregarded  and  mntilal^  tnpnasieateofliiis 
family,  amongst  which  is  conspicuous  an  altar-tomb,  bearing 
the  representation,  in  alto  relievo,  of  a  Imight,  in  complete 
armour.  This  monument  has  sufifered  so  much  from  the  neglect 
or  contumely  of  successive  ages^  that  the  name  it  was  intended 
to  commemorate  cannot  now  be  ascertained.  From  the  embel- 
lishments it  would  appear  to  be  of  the  sixteenth  century,  and 
was,  probably,  erected  for  Sir  John  Tyrrel,  of  Castle-Lost, 
father  of  James  of  the  same  place,  whose  son,  Gerald,  or  Garret, 
Tyrrel,  of  Castle-Lost,  E^q.  died  April  6tfa,  16S7»  and  was 
here  interred.  The  Castle-Lost  estates  were  forfeited  by  the 
Tyrrel  funily,  in  the  trouble  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

The  small  town  of  Kilbeggan  is  seated  on  the  river  Broaaa, 
which  rises  in  Lough  Foyle,  and  constitutes,  for  sonie  distance, 
the  line  of  divisibn  between  Westmeath  and  King's  County.  Tlie 
afhme  of  tide  place  ia  leaaily  idiMr.  to  be  d«rifed  ttom  St.  Beean, 
who  18  thought  to  huve  founded  an  abbey  here,  in  the  days  of  St. 
Colomb-cill.  A  more  probable  etymology  is,  however^^  8ngge9ted 
by  the  Chevalier  de  Montmorency  3  namely^  KU^beg^mm,  the 
cbsreb  cm  the  small  alceaiii. 

On  the  site,  as  is  suppoee4>  of  tfaa  telipoaa  faraae'  IraodeA 
by  St.  Becan,  a  monastery  for  Cietertian  raoifl:sfw«i'  erected,  in 
the  year  1200,  by  the  Anglo-Norman  chieftain  D*AIlon,  Lord  ot 
Dungornum.  Some  unimportant  remains  of  this  building  are  still 
to  be  seen.    The  sbb^y  landa  were  in  the  possession  of  Oliver 
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AciMH,  in  tl»  ynr  MIH,  VbfdLamhwt,  fiftliBart^f  Ca»a^ 
hmAng  M  ttak  issoe^  lisdy  OBrtnid^^  Us  l<«islrip>  in^htv 
wd  Mr,  iBherited  tto  Killtggaa  ana  Eaoe^teg  estates,  the 
peerage  peseing  t»  the  Best  oellatend  nsle  heir.  Her  kdplBp 
•abM^oently  msmed  Micbael  Gtemie,  Esq.  (siace  adrcnesd  te 
the  baioaelage)  m  wtKn»  the  ebove  estafccs  are  nosr  vested;  TIm 
%Bm^miti  mattor  of  Kilbeggen^  widi  tbe  eooeeptioaof  the  aUMjr 
Jiadk,  bdeog  t»  ^  Behredere  ilii^.-««*lQ  the  montk  el  llne» 
1996,  a  hody  of  iosergento  was  defeated  doeeta  this  tsnm^aAsr 
a  sharp  engagesieat,  hy  CokNiel  Blake  and  hia  xcipmmtmtVk»» 
thoBiberlaaid  atiHlhii  MaenaMs,  the  vebd  leader,  iMt  takea 
ffisener  amd  hvog; 

flka  ae^fhhewiiiodd  of  KiMwggan  ochifaits  aaateaeos  aeaona 
if  andeBt  castles,  fomerly  balengsag  totka  M ae  Cheeghegaas^ 
dyoasts  of  UofeasheU,  ami  to  tiw  aohanKiate  tepaseha.  the 
VMmSbtmmnB,  and  0'€iii%B  oe  e'Coiye. 

AaDN0BCB£B,  or  Abdnubca^b^  alsecaBed'/lBri»-/aB!p>dia«' 
taot  abovt  three  miles  from  Kilbeggan^  requires  notice  on  acooont 
sftlMffaaiasits  o£  tm  antaenfe  castie,.  foonded  hj  HogbdeLacy. 
AaoanMBg'ta  some  aBthet»>' the  Lssd pahdae  deLdHyraral  his 
death  whilst  saperintending  the  castellated  boildings  at  this  place. 
'"Ibesaid^rU^rh/'  iM«m  lNerti„  <h«A  cotflBssadigr.  feimding 
Uaaocoattt oa.  faaditioa)  *^ mm. here  anarot lhii]r elsiar  hy  asiani 
viiaia^  a/opesaaaa  kboarea' and  jasietiveft  ita'ba  wae-staapuig 
daaai  tttflyoiaaqie  diwstiaali*toJfca.Wapfafcea>^  ^iilata,  tefciaff 
aifa«ti«e>el  ttarpoataat^  btoebd  eatthiBrhralMi  wiMm  aattoek 
srapiila»  Una  geaileinsft  m  saidi  ^^f  si^lire  and  lihilli^tpi  havii 
hssp^tatloanaadsmailU  sadiboncev  hfraaDhrnsMe^Cashata^baia 


la  oil  tha  MUinf  es^akid  by/  etdls  of  l)a.Laeyait 
DOW  few,  and  entirely  rainoos.  The  castle  was  founded,  with 
very  accnrate  jadgment,  on  one  of  the  elevations  termed  moats. 
The  site  of  tbe  strncture^  and  it^  decaying  relics^  are  described^ 
bf.  a  carefbl  exBjPiiner,  in  words  to  the  following  effect. — Pro* 


ftt4  MUVTUM  OP  iftSLAN*. 

btUj  i»  liMsy  Iband  tUe,  13ce  otlMr  of  tiM  cariMM  aalieBt  om^, 

an  high  Irnncated  cone,  dioo^  not  qaitt  ciiciilar  or  ioMdaCod, 

as  it  10  part  of  «  long  and  narrow  ridge.    It  is  sarroaadcd 

with  a  tnadi  aad  an  outer  monnd  of  earthy  having  rery  nide 

cavea  down  throogh  its  centre,  wUdi  were  open  latdy. — On  the 

wettem  put  of  the  high  mount  are  the  remains  of  a  small  aod 

round  tower,  bntk  of  lime  and  stone.    A  stone  wall,  whose  frag- 

■Mnts  are  still  yistble,  sarronnded  the  remainder  of  the  (riatfoni 

of  this  high  mount.   The  next  lower  area,  on  the  south-east  ode, 

was  defanded  by  a  sweeping  wall,  in  which  was  the  great  gate 

of  entaanoe,  acoeasibleonly  by  a  dcaw-bridge  over  a  deep  fosae, 

aapported  by  two  piers  of  stoue-work,  one  oommniuGating  with 

the  gate  of  the  fort,  and  the  oUier  joined  to  the  high  land  on  the 

south  side  of  the  fosse.    All  the  walls  that  suiroonded  the  upper 

works  are  now  disparted,  and  scattered  in  hrgb  fiagments  ofcr 

the  lower  area.    IVaces  of  their  foundation,  however,  are  visible. 

The  principal  stone  work  that  has  escaped  the  ravagea  of  tta^  and 

war,  ia  found  in  the  two  piers  of  the  drawbridge  and  lower  gate, 

vulgarly  called  the  Horse-leap.* 

Bbagca  Castlu,  otherwise  Cooexlouov,  is  the  handsoiae 
BMdem  seat  of  the  Haddy  laauty.    Contiguoas  are  castk  ruiai. 


Castlbton-Oboohbgam  is  a  small  and  poor  town.  We 
antient  manor  was  for  many  ages  the  prqierty  of  th»  Mac  Geog* 
begaas,  and  constituted  a  principal  seat  of  that  fiMnily,  which  li  a 
branch  of  the  house  of  0'NelB»  Princes  of  Tyrone  and  Ulster. 
The  estate  was  soM  to  the  late  Lord  SanderKnlky  Ignatias  Gesg* 
began,  of  London,  Em|.  The  chnreh  is  a  pleariag  baiUiBg, 
erseted  under  the  auspioes  of  tfaekte  Dr.O*Beinie,  bishop  of 
Meath.  Not  for  distant  from  that  structure  are  the  rains  of  ths 
ftimily  mansion  of  Mac  Oeoghegan,  and  of  an  aataent  church  or 

*  Abridged  from  the  Traneactions  of  the  R.  I.  Academy,  voUiL  p  4A 
et  aeq.— The  name  of  Bon^Uap^  bywbich  Uiis  place  is  generally  knowa 
tn  the  neighbourhood,  is  deriyed  from  aYotile  tradition  of  Sir  Hagh  de 
Lacy  having  leaped  his  horse  over  the  space  between  the  piers  of  the 
draw-bridge. 


[LimiTBB.]  COVNTT  or  WltTMSATtf.  f|6 

■•Dtttlc  boildtag.    Id  iIm  eemeUry  aie  serend  ndBumeaU  to 
iMaben  of  the  fiuBilies  of  Geoghqiw ;  Booyiigei  Wyer;  and 

la  tiiit  part  of  thocowity  are  to  bo  ceen  nnerout  earth-worhs 
and  f estigoa  of  Aigaii  aotiqaity,  higUy  worthy  of  invoatigatioa^ 
and  of  descriptive  notioe,  in  a  work  of  a  moro  extended  diavaoler. 

JAmerowM-flovsn,  tke  seat  of  Sir  Richard  Nagle,  Bart.  ste« 
atsd  in  the  antient  territory  of  Mac  6eo|^Mgatt,  is  a  spadoos  and 
hsadsome  mansion,  partly  built  by  Kedagh  Geogfaegao^  Esq. 
msteraal  grandfather  of  the  late  Sir  Richard  Nagle,  but  enlafged 
with  wings  by  the  latter  gentlenaa,  who  was  father  of  the  present 
proprietor.  At  this  seat  is  preserved  an  interesting  oolleetaon  of 
portraits,  many  of  which  are  heir-looias  in  the  femily.  The  follow- 
lag  are  entitled  to  particular  notice.  * 

The  Ca9mte$$  of  Rickmmid,  mother  to  King  Henry  VII.  diie 
1505.    Her  ladyship  is  represented  in  a  black  dress,  and  in  an  ^ 
sttitode  eKpressive  of  grief  i    her  hands  dttped,  nnd  reposiag 
BMHimfBlly  on  her  knees. 

iiiteem  Apm§  Bolmfm,  n  ayellew  bodice  :  rings  <m  her  thusAe 
and  fingers. 

Hugh  &NmU,  the  iMt  and  tnrbnlent  Earl  of  Tyrone.  In  this 
fine  half-length  the  earl  is  portrayed  as  a  man  of  a  martial  aspect : 
the  {mtares  strong  $  the  coi^deiioo  dark ;  the  beard  and  whiskera 
bashy.  He  wears  a  rich  suit  of  armonr,  studded  with  gold.  The 
Isft  hand  and  arm  are  placed  o-Atmfe,  and  rest  on  his  hip.  In 
the  righfc  hiuid  he  bears  n  tmnebeon,  pointed  downwards.  The 
thaab  of  the  same  hand  is  ornamented  with  a  ring.  The  who)e 
erprssaion  of  this  portrait  indicaes  the  impetoons  and  unruly 
character  of  the  te*fa«ied  O'Neill,  lbs  Irish  scourge  of  EiiaaF* 
heth*s  govumment. 

A  head  of  the  aaemorable  old  Csnnlssf  i^Drntrnd* 

Bmhmra^  Duekm  of  Cievohmd.  A  small  half  length  by  ISr 
PderLdy. 

Sf  lUchirtl  N&gk,  of  AfMUMMiy,  attorney  general  to  King 
JsuMs  II.  whom  ke  accoaq^anied  into  eiile. 

The  Horn.  Amt  Hmmitom,  etdoU  dani^ter  to  6eorie,  fourth 


¥iBeouiit  Stimhittitf.  Tfaii  Uiiy  nanrled  John*  Browae,  '•!  dM 
IfMle,  co«tity  of  Mtijo,  Em^.  an  aae^stor  of  9k  Rieh«rd  Nagle. 
In  this  excellent  portrait  of  a  lovely  female^  Mrs.  Browne  isfepre* 
aentedki  a  white  eottn  dt«sB.  A  goM«a  Metiaee^  ttuMed  with 
precious  getns^  is  placed  (a  superflnoua  ornaneat  !)>  on  the  beaa- 
tfka  neelc.  A  nilf  covers  the  hm\  of  the  head  and  shoulders^  and 
on  the  left  arm  is  a  blue  scarf.  It  will  be  recollected  that  scarves 
of  this  description  were  worn  by  the  hidies  of  the  court,  at  the  date 
of  the  picture  under  notice  (166^)  in  honoar  of  the  Ittfamta  Catha- 
rine of  Fortttgal^  afterwards  Qaeen  of  Charles  if.  the  prinoess 
havfng  chosen  that  costnnie  as  the  matte  by  which  the  king  migift 
recognise  her^  when  their  first  meeting  sbonld  take  place. 

The  Hon.  Mary  ffanriitoH,  sister  of  the  lady  me&tioiked  above, 
and  wife  of  Gerald  IMllon,  Esq.  of  the  hoase  of  PbrtUek,  recorder 
oft)nblin,   and  prime  seijeant  to  James  II >  whom  he  followed 

fnto  Prance. 

6ev«ral  vestigea  of   Irieh  eaitiqmty  are  Hkewiae  reposHied 

ki  this  mansiOD.    We  present  aa  acceant  ol  the  moil  remarkMr 

of  these,  nearly  in  the  words  of  a  MS.  comm«tMeatba  of  the 

CKev.  de  ttoatmomicyy  from  which  we  hare  greasy  pro6tad  in 

our  account  of  this  district* 

lit  Jamestown-honoe  is  pveeerf^d'  a  ceriove    relic,   which 

exhtbits  the  a'aqnestionable  maHca  of  a  'remele  antiqoity .    Thia  is 

tailed  tSie  Bacuitfm,  or  ctosAnr,  of  Sfi.  CBikm^Cili,  the  pslroi 

iof  Mac  €N!(^^an*»  territory,    ft  is  eomposed  of  ^t(k,  overlaid 

withplates  of  copper^  radely  natied  and  Ihsteoed;     Abont  Ibar 

Ibet  of  the  «hafc,  whidi  (bnaerly  wae  longor,  atfll  vemain ;  the 

rest  has  been  broketi  off  and  lost.    The  velnve,  or  tbp>  of  th€ 

crotier  In,  in  like  manner,  separated  '4mm  ftie  shaiti  and  a  part 

of  it  is  no  longer  in  existence.    This  veiofte  ia  of  bron^ov  iakud 

with  gold  and  silver  lines,  representing  variona  figures^    ft  it 

also  set  with  prccioos  stones  and  geeM ;    and  covers,  Kke  the 

plates  of  t^  shaft,  a  piece  of  oak.    Doobtleas,  this  eaored  an<> 

tiqne  had  been  committed  to  the  safe-keeping  of  the*  Dfoatt  o^ 

ttoycashell,  by  the  monks  of  Kitbeggan,  (who  heM  in  peculiar 

veneration  the  sainted-  Colomb^ll,)  ac  the  perfod  of  the  ralif* 

matitni,  and  dfssoltttiott  of  religiovs  hoosev. 


[lBIKSTSX.]  COUNTT  of  WB8TNK.iTH.  fi&T 

Besides  a  bronze  cv/r,  and  other  rode  instrameoto  of  very 
early  times«  Sir  Richard  Nagle  possesses  a  cnrioQS  and  formidable 
weapon^  osed  by  the  antient  Irish  in  close  combat^  which  is 
perhaps  of  an  oniqae  description.  It  is  likewise  of  bronze, 
and  has  somewhat  the  shape  of  an  axe^  without  a  handle. 
It  was  designed  to  be  wielded  with  the  hand  alone,  no  socket 
or  spihe  appearing  by  which  a  handle  could  be  attached 
to  the  blade.  This  weapon  is  dight  and  a  half  inches  long, 
where  it  is  grasped  with  the  hand  3  four  and  a  half  inches 
broad  on  one  stde^  and  two  and  a  half  in  the  opposite  direction  ; 
both  sides,  or  edges,  being  equally  sharp.  In  close  fight  the 
execation  this  deadly  instrument  is  calculated  to  effect,  may  easily 
be  oonceiyed.    It  is  ornamented  with  rudely  engraved  figures. 

In  the  country  bordering  on  Jamestown-house  is  seen,  among 
lereral  vestiges  of  the  ages  usually  called  Droidical,  the  place  of 
inauguration  for  the  antient  dynasts  of  Moycashell,  locally  termed 
Mac  0€oghegan*a  Chair, 
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COUNTV  OP  LONCIi^IUl). 

This  small  county  is  sUnated  near  the  centre  of  the  iahxti, 
and  is  sqparated  on  the  west  from  Roscomman^  in  the  proTince 
of  Connanglit^  by  the  river  Shannon.  On  the  nortih-veai  lies 
Leitrim^  and  on  the  north-east  Cavan.  In  other  directions  it 
meets  the  coonty  of  Westmeath.  Its  extreme  lengthy  as  stated 
by  Dr.  Beaufort^  is  twenty  miles ;  and  its  greatest  breadth  nine- 
teen miles.*  It  is  divided  into  the  six  baronies  of  Longford ^ 
Granardi  Ardaghi  Moydooi  RathUne ;  and  Skrowle.  The 
parishes  are  twenty-three  in  number^  twenty-two  of  which  are 
in  the  diocess  of  Ardagh,  and  one  is  in  the  diocess  of  Meath. 

In  general  aspect  this  country  is  flat;  but  towards  its  uMtheni 
extremity^  where  it  projects  into  the  counties  of  Leitrim  and 
Cavan^  its  character  varies^  and  the  surface  becomes  rugged  and 
uneven.  Too  large  a  proportion  is  still  engrossed  by  bogs  :  the 
remainder  is  chiefly  under  tillage.  This  county  is  abundantly 
watered^  and  is^  indeed^  liable  in  many  parts  to  injnrious  floods. 
Besides  the  Shannon,  which  forms  its  western  boundary,  the 

9        _  _ 

principal  rivers  are  the  Inny,  the  Camlm,  and  the  Fallen.  The 
chief  natural  productions  found  beneath  the  surface  are  iron-ore, 
lead,  and  ochres  ;  to  which  may  be  added  marbles  in  great  variety, 
and  fine  slate.  The  prindpal  towns  are  Longford  and  Granard, 
neither  of  which  possesses  much  commercial  importance,,  or  extent 


*  Memoir  of  ft  Map,  ftc.  p.  65. — ^A  ■totistical  tonrey  of  thii  coiaty 
was  written  by  the  late  R.  L.  Edgeworth,  Esq.  but  tbe  work  bae  net  been 
printed.  We  are  told  by  Misi  Bdgewortb,  in  the  "  Memoirs**  of  her 
father,  that  '*  it  waited  so  long  for  the  finishing  of  a  coanty-map,  that  it 
will  now  be  necessary,  before  it  can  be  given  to  the  public,  to  add  to 
what  he  wrote  a  view  of  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  the  county 
since  1806,  when  his  survey  was  written.  Hew  much  the  whole  censfy 
ims  been  unproved  by  large  plantations,  by  buildings,  and  by  better  modes 
of  agriculture,  will  then  appear,  and  a  judgment  may  thence  be  formed  of 
the  rate  of  general  improvement.*'    Memoirs,  ftc.  ▼.  iU  p.  3CT« 
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of  population.  Moch  linen  is  made  in  this  county^  and  oonsiderB'- 
ble  qnantities  of  yarn  are  sent  to  different  parts  of  the  island. 

This  district  was  formerly  termed  Annaly^  and  was  the  prin- 
cipality of  the  OTerralls,  whose  descendants  were  in  possession 
of  the  western  parts  in  the  early  years  of  the  seventeenth  centnry^ 
next  to  whom  the  famifies  of  Tmte  and  Delamere  were  then  the 
ditef  proprietors  of  land.  Annaly  was  formed  into  a  connty,  un- 
der its  present  name^  by  Sir  Henry  Sidney^  lord  deputy^  in 
the  rdgn  of  EUxabeth. 

The  popnlation  is  thus  stated  in  the  returns  made  under  the 
act  of  181S. 


Bftitmlet, 
B«lf  Baropiet,  n  Fftiiibct. 


Ardaghj . , 

Oranard, 

Longford, 

lUthline, 

Sbrawle»., 

Moydoe> 


Total 


Number  of 

GroH 

Hooies. 

Popntatioa 

2,917 

17,787 

4,582 

28,171 

3,615 

20,389 

2,090 

11,464 

li43i 

8,267 

1,713 

9,839 

16,348 

95i917 

According  to  the  returns  made  in  the  year  1821,  the  nnmber 
of  houses  was  17>320,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants  107>702. 
Thnsj  according  to  those  returns^  the  increase  of  inhabitaatSj 
between  the  years  1813  and  1821,  would  appear  to  have  amounte<| 
to  11,785. 

LONGFORD, 

the  capital  of  this  county,  is  seated  on  the  river  CamBn,  at 
tlie  fistanoe  of  fifty  •nine  miles  from  Dublin.  This  is  a  small 
but  respectable  town,  and  returned  two  members  to  the  Irish 
fttiliament  until  tiie  period  of  the  union.  Loogford,  under  the 
Mone  of  Ath&dha,  as  we  are  informed  in  the  Mouasticon,  obtained 
smne  notoriety  in  an  early  age  of  history,  on  account  of  an 
aibbey,  of  which  St.  Idus,  one  of  the  disciples  of  St.  Patrick, 
was  abb<^.    A  monastery  also  was  founded  here,  in  the  year 

82 
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1400,  by  O'FerralU  prince  of  Annaly,  for  friars  of  the  order  of 
St.  Domioick,  under  the  in?ocation  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  The 
buildings  of  this  religious  house  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  1429, 
but  were  restored  with  the  aid  of  contributions,  encouraged  by 
indulgences  granted  by  the  popes  Martin  V.  and  Eugene  IV.  The 
last  grant  of  the  monastic  buildings  was  made  by  King  James  I. 
in  favour  of  Francis  Viscount  Valentia,  and  the  church  of  the 
friary  was  given  as  a  parochial  church. 

The  castle  of  Longford  has  been  the  scene  of  several  conflicts, 
the  principal  of  which  occurred  in  the  year  .1641,  at  which  time 
the  Irish  besieged  and  captured  the  building  for  the  OTerralls, 
the  antient  lords  of  this  town  and  district.  At  that  sanguinary 
period  destruction  generally  followed  surrender,  and  the  garrison 
were  put  to  the  sword,  although,  as  is  said,  they  bad  been 
promised  quarter.  In  regard  to  ecclesiastical  arrangement,  Long- 
ford is  situated  in  the  parish  of  Temple-Michael ;  and  the  sum  of 
3490/.  has  been  received  from  the  board  of  first  fruits,  towards 
the  erection  of  a  spacious  and  handsome  church,  acting  as  a  place 
of  protestant  worship  for  the  union  at  large.  Near  the  town  is  a 
charter  school  for  sixty  boys.  The  town  was  incorporated  in  the 
year  1668,  bat  the  grant  of  a  weekly  market  had  been  obtained  in 
1605,  by  Richard,  the  tenth  baron  of  Delvin*  Independent  of 
those  already  noticed,  the  principal  buildings,  of  a  public  charac- 
ter, are  a  court-house,  gaol,  and  barracks. — Longford  gives  the 
title  of  earl  to  the  family  of  Pakenham,  whose  principal  seat  in 
Ireland  we  have  noticed  in  our  description  of  the  consty  of 
Westmeath. 

Cajieiokglass,  the  seat  of  Thomai  Gleadowe  NewoojaeD, 
Viscount  Newcomen,  and  Baron  Newcomen,  ot  JHoifioum,  in 
this  county  (at  wluch  place  the  baronet  family  of  Newcomen  was 
seated  for  many  ages)  is  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  of 
Longford,  towards  the  north-east.  This  is  a  very  fine  lendeaoe* 
and  the  demesne,  which  is  seated  on  the  borders  of  the  nver 
Camlin,  displays  much  more  diversity  and  real  beauty  than  is 
usual  with  the  most  highly  cultivated  estates  of  this  county* 
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Castle-ForbeSj  distant  from  Longford  about  three  milei^ 
towards  the  north-west^  is  the  handsome  seat  of  George  Forbes,  • 
Earl  of  Granard'.  An  estate,  consisting  of  600  acres  of  arable 
and  pasture  land,  and  66B  acres  of  wood  and  bog,  afterwarda 
erected,  with  other  adjacent  lands,  into  the  manor  of  Castle- 
Porbes,  with  the  privileges  of  a  weekly  market  and  an  annual 
har,  was  granted  by  King  James  I.  to  Sir  Arthur  Forbes,  ancestor 
of  the  present  noble  proprietor  of  this  demesne,  in  1619.  By  that 
gentleman  was  constructed  a  mansion  at  this  place,  which  sustained 
a  severe  siege  in  the  year  1641.  Lady  Forbes,  then  widow  of 
the  above-mentioned  Sir  Arthur,  garrisoned  this  residence  with 
tEe  whole  of  her  British  tenants  in  the  county  of  Longford.  The 
assailants  were  about  500  in  number,  but  were  repulsed  at  four 
different  times,  after  obstinate  struggles  ;-  nor  did  the  gallant 
lady  consent  to  surrender,  until  the  garrison  was  reduced  to  the 
last  stage  of  misery  through  the  want  of  provisions.  Power  to 
empaik  80O  acres  at  Castle-Forbes,  Car- deer,  was  granted  to  Sir 
Arthur  Forbes,  afterwards  first  Earl  of  Granard^  by  Charles  IL 
in  1661.* 

Near  L6ngford  is  also  Mount  Jessop,  the  pleasing  residence 
of  the  Rev.  Danfel  Jessop. 

GRANAm0,t  distant  from  I)ublih  fifty-two  miles,  is  situated 

*  Themaasioif  of  Cattle-ForB'ds  ft  UooDurably  noticed,  in  the  Edf  eWorth 
MeaMra,  ai  tke  geat  of  polished  interconrM,  in  yean  not  long  since 
pitted,  between  penons  of  mach  taste,  and  of  considerable  distinction  for 
liteiarj  attainments,  as  well  as  the  fortaitons  advantages  of  ranlL  and 
aflaeace.  The  late  Lady  M oira,  mother  of  Lady  Granard,  will  long  be 
recollected  by  all  who  duly  venerate  mental  accomplishments,  and  the 
slin  more  potent  attractions  of  a  benevolent  heart.  Here  that  amiable 
Mdy  drew  round  her  many  persons  conspicuous,  like'fiertelf,  for  coUver- 
ssttonal  talents,  among  whom  not  the  least  intbrettiif^  were  the  principal' 
■embanof  the  faauly  of  Edgewortb-town,  Whole  risidencte  Is  distant  about 
atoe  miles  from  Castle-Forbes. 

f  The  following  ingenious  remarks  of  Dr.  0*Conor  apply  to  the  ety- 
mology of  the  name  by  which  this  town  is  known. —Amongst  some  ^*  very 
aocieot  religions  names,  in  which  tbd  Irish  and  Phceiliciani  agred,"  that 
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in  tbe  north-east  part  of  tbecoanty*  This  fa  a  neat  and  raqiaetablo 
t6wn^  consistiDg  cbiefly  of  one  good  streetj  about  half  a  mile  in 
Itagtb.  Near  one  extremity  of  the  street  is  an  artificial  monntj 
of  considerable  elevation,  nsnally  called  the  moat  of  Graaaid. 
The  antient  national  instrument  of  Ireland  has,  in  recent  ^enrs^ 
experienced  a  pleasii^  degree  of  patronage  in  this  town>  pns^ 
havlDg  been  annnaUy  giten  to  the  best  performers  on  the  harp* 
Concerning  the  origin  of  this  local  custom  in  modem  times,  in- 
formation to  the  followiog  effect  is  afforded  by  Mr.  Walker,  in  his 
Memoirs  of  the  Irish  Bards.  Mr.  Dnngan,  a  native  of  Granard, 
who  had  settled  in  Denmark,  and  realized  a  handsome  fmtnne, 
determined  on  employing  a  part  of  his  wealth  in  benefactioiia  to 
the  country  which  had  given  him  a  place  of  birth.  The  enoou^ 
ragement  of  practitioners  on  the  harp  formed  one  objed  of  his 
Hberality,  and  he  aathorized  a  friend  in  Ireland  to  propose  prises, 
apportioned  to  different  dqprees  of  merit.  The  first  trial  of  skill 
took  place  on  August  1st,  1784,  and  judges  were  appointed  by 
the  company  then  assembled,  whkh  was  numerous  and  respect- 
able. The  prizes  were  pecuniary,  and  on  the  followiqg  scale* 
Seven  guineas  to  the  best  performer  j  five  to  the  second  >  three 
to  the  third ;  .and  two  to  the  fourth.  Granard  §^ves  the  title  ef 
Earl,  in  the  Irish  peerage,  to  the  famly  of  Forbes,  of  Scottish 
origin. 

writer  iMntloiM  **  C7r#«fi,  the  San,  from  wUcb  all  tfte  Grri««-ara«,  iSa** 
iTABOty  «nd  GrufM  of  JnUmd  appear  to  derive  iImU  origins."  After 
addHcing  MToral  SottaBcat,  in  which  this  term  U  dMagal«bablo  In  Ihr 
■Miefl  of  placoftia  Ireland  at  the  preient  day.  Dr.  O'Cooor  tibmrwm  **  Ihal 
in  remote  ages  tlw  San  wai  adored  by  the  same  name  in  Plnenicia.— Thr 
epithet  Qrynmut  Apollo  occurs  twice  in  Yirfilf  in  ten  iBieriptioni  dlf^ 
covered  by  Grater,  and  fn  one  by  MoratorL — Facciolati  lays  thni  Apollo 
waa  called  Qrifncem  by  the  Phrygiane,  asd  KamtU$  by  the  Doriaai^— Ifca 
Dea  Carnea  it  mentioned  io  Ovid'i  Faati,  ai  a  goddem  wltoaa  reHgiealt 
antiquated  and  nnknown*  He  adde  that  the  ancients  called  hor  Qnm$t 
*  Granen  dixere  priores/  Now  these  religioot  nameSf  contlnnes  Pr« 
0*Conor,  are  familiar  in  Ireland.  Carne  la  the  sacred  heap  of  steaeSf 
Cameach  is  a  pagan  priest }  and  GtUh  is  the  sun, — The  Irish  Cr«MiMe«, 
vulgarly  called  OmnieU  btdt,  retain  the  name  of  Griaa  to  this  day.*' 
Bib.  MS.  Stowensls,  vol.  1.  pp.46«7* 
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In  tkft  Timiilly  of  Gnmural  is  Cht^,  the  tetl:  of  WiUam 
ThMipMO^  B§q.  In  tlK;  sane  neigbboiirhood  is  alio  Hie  redidttice 
of  Edward  Q^Wmsnil,  Esq.  aesktanl  bairister. 

Ill  tU«  aortk^oasters  pait  of  the  county  af e  several  leaglis^ 
bnl  not  of  great  extant^  nor  andi  as  are  cons{>icaoas  for  bieauty. 
Oo  tka  western  borders  of  Lumgk  Cootwk,  st^  the  nimiasterjr  of 
l4riia>  which  wu  founded  by  8t.  Patnck^  and  pheed  nader  the 
infocitiaB  of  the  Vfagin  Mary.  This  foundation  was  renoTsted  !■ 
the  year  1M5>  by  the  Toite  family^  who  re-fonnded  the  abbey  for 
•eeks  of  the  Cistertiaa  order.  Kichard  O'Ferrall,  the  last  abbots 
wasaiedebiahDpof  ArdaghintlieyeBrlS41.  Tbepfffi8h*cliiacliof 
Ijerha>  er  Abbey-Laragh,  now  oocnj^es  part  of  the  site  of  the 
fonaer  monastic  boildings.  On  the  betdnrs  of  Loagh  €kwnegh 
19  Ae  sflsft  of  Join  Doppmg,  Esq. 

St.  JoBirsTOWN,  distant  six  miles  from  Oranerd^  towards 
the  west>  is  a  ftmall  fldf^  town,  at  preient^  of  little  oonsldda^oa^ 
dUk>iigh  it  had  the  privilege  of  returning  two  members  to  parlta- 
Bient^  prefions  to  th^  Union,  it  is  believed  thai  a  grey  friary> 
dedicated  to  84.  Joiti  the  Baptist,  formerly  stood  at  thb  place,  bat 
we  ere  nOt  aware  that  the  ahghtest  traeiBS  of  snch  a  building  are 
Qowtobe 


fiX^oiESf  o^va-Towii,  situated  near  the  eastera  border  of  the 
oDwity^aJkAe  distance  of  fifty-two  mUes  from  DobUn,  demands 
paitiefifaMr  ^etioa,  on  aoeonnt  of  the  diatiegaished  IHerary  fondly 
tevm  which  it  derives  an  appellation. 

The  f^ily  of  Edgewoith  is  of  English  descent,  and  entered 
I;eUnd  in  the  reign  of  Qneen  Elizabeth.  Of  this  family  the  most 
eiain^lt  peesons>  within  the  oeatnry  snbseqnent  to  its  settlement 
ia  JMhnd,  were  Edward  BdgaWorth,  bishop  oi  Down  and  Connor, 
1^  Ua.farottier,  Ranois  E^gtwortfa,  devk  of  the4Ianaper  in 
l^;i9*— Richard  Loveil  Edgeworth,  Esq.  whose  literary  eMbrts,  in 
coDJiuiodon  with  those  of  his  daoghter,  have  in  recent  years  im- 
pelled to  the  name  a  hi|^  d^ee  of  public  interest,  was  bom  at 
Oath,  in  174d,    His  father  had  studied  at  thj  Temple,  but  retired 
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nfttt  Ub  marriage^  to  tke  fiuuiiy  teftidaBee  af  BdgBwortt-towff/ 
where  be  lired  to  an  advanced  age^  in  tiie  pmdeiit  maiaageaeot  aa^ 
enjoyment  of  a  good  estate,  Mr.  R.  L.  Edgeworth  was  '*  led 
over  the  threshold  of  leaniing*'  by  the  Rev.  Patrick  Hoghes,  who 
was  likewhe  the  first  ckssical  iostrvctor  of  OMver  GoldsmiHh,  and 
several  other  literary  characters.  He  was  afterwards  jdaoed  ae 
diflerent  schodb^  both  in  Ireland  and  England;  and  was  aho 
Sliocessivdy-Bstadentat  Trinity  Cdlege/  Dnblin>  and  CoriMis 
Christie  Oxford. 

Mr.  Edgeworth  married  so  early  in  life  that  he  had  a  son  liefors 
he  was  twenty  years  of  age ;  and  afterwards  resided  for  some  years 
in  England,  where  he  kept  terms  at  the  Temple,  hut  devoted  a 
laige  portion  of  his  time  to  literary  and  scientific  parsnits. 

On  the  decease  of  the  wife  to  whom  he  was  thus  nnited  at  a 
more  early  period  than  was  consistent  with  sound  discretion^  Mr. 
Edgeworth  speedily  married  a  lady  (Miss  Honova  Sneyd)  whose 
metftal  qualificationB  were  peculiarly  adapted  to  his  viewv  of  tiie 
refined  pleasure  to  be  derived  from  domestic  enjoyments.  Bol 
his  happiness  with  ibis  lady  was,  also,  of  comparatively  brief  dnnn 
tion;  and  he  twice  entered  into  a  matrimonial  connexion  after  her 
'  death.  His  last  wife,  who  survives  him,  was  dau^tor  of  the  Rev. 
Daniel  Augustus  Beaufort,  L.  L.  D.  whose  name  and  literary  worth 
we  notice  in  our  remarks  on  CoUon,  in  the  county  of  Louth. 
Shortly  after  his  third  marriage,  and  in  the  year  1782,  Mr.  Edge- 
worth  settled  with  his  family  on  his  paternal  estate  at  Edgewoith* 
town}  and  here,  in  the  most  enviable  of  all  sti^ons,  thatef  a 
country  gentleman,  he  resided,  with  the  interruptions  only  of 
oocasiiHial  journeys  to  England^  Edinburgh,  and  Paris^  until  the 
lamented  termination  of  his  life;  a  period  of  nearly  thirty-five  years. 
A  mind  so  strong,  so  active  and  benevolent  as  his,  was  admiraUy 
calculated  for  the  arduous  duties  he  had  to  encounter^  as  aiesidspf 
landlord,  intent  at  once  on  improving  tlie  state  of  his  own  domain, 
and  of  the  humble  cbunes  of  society,  in  a  part  of  Irebnd  too  much 
neglected  for  many  ages.  An  outline  of  intelligence  respecting 
the  means  he  employed,  and  the  degree  of  success  with  which  his 
endeavours  were  attended,  cannot  bH  of  conveying  agrsesblr 
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iMtnolfeB)  tad  we  fiMMftt  it  in  IW  wonte  ^  his  Mider  ImiC 
cudid  1iiogn^her-~Uw  dtagteer  who  emahikea  Ub  beBt  nrtfaes.* 
Mr.  Edgeworlh'8  paUic  excrtsMB  to  fslfil  his  datiesto  Bddety, 
were  exetoBcd  on  an  exteneive  BCtU.  At  an  sBra  of  oonsiderable 
pofiikal  inportanee  he  oblaiMd  a  seat  in  tike  Iriih  parUameat  (as 
lepreBentative  of  the  borongh  i^'St.  John's  Town>  in  this  county  ^ 
asdf  while  he  remained  in  the  aenitte^  he  had  the  satbfaetidn  and 
haaaiff  of  direoting  the  attention  of  tiie  house  to  a  snbject  of  in- 
calcnhible  interest  to  Ireknd^  — -lA^  eAk^aiiom  of  the  pwpk.  In 
ooneqnence  of  his  e£brta>  leaye  was  given  *'  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  Improvenent  of  the  Edacataon  of,  the  People  of  Ireland ; " 
aad  tbeace  proeeedcd^  at  a  foture  period,  the  appoiiktaMat  of  a 
hoards  and  commiasioneEB  of  edncation.  It  is  observable  that  all 
the  personal  amnsements  and  private  pnrBnits  <tf  Mr;  Edgeworth 

•  la  tba  MC9B4  yoIiubo  of  the  **  Manwirtf'  of  her  lhlker»  we  «i»  taU 
bjr  MiM  Edf ewortb,  that  **  the  ezertioDi  he  made  from  the  tioie  he  settled 
at  Edge  worth-town  in  1782,  in  bailding  comfortable  dwelling  for  eome. 
of  hit  tenants,  and  in  astisting  others  to  build  the  same  for  themselves s^- 
Ms  nerer  following  the  vile  system  of  making  forty  shilling  freeholders, 
■erriy  for  electioneering  pnrpoees — ^the  reasonable  rent  and  tenare  at 
which  he  let  hb  land— the  vnagaal  time  which  he  allowed  hit  tenaatt  to 
mak^  their  leat— hit  freeing  them  from  ifaty-wer*— -hie  aToidlag  at  mach  as 
fostihie,  in  his  leatet,  oppreitive  or  restrictive  clautet — ^hlt  retpectiag  the 
itnamft  rights  wheree?er  tenantt  had  improved— hit  enconraging  them  by 
the  certainty  of  justice  and  kindness — ^his  discouraging  all  expectation  of 
partial  (kvor  or  proUetioUy  if  they  transgressed  the  laws,  or  if  they  lived  in 
iadeioBce  and  taebriety ;  tncceeded  altogether  beyond  hit  most  sanguine 
hopes,  1b  melioraling  dm  condition  of  the  people.    Btpedally  withia  the 
Uit  twenty  years,  his  teaaatry ,  aad  the  whole  face  of  hl^  ettale,  ttrikiagi^ 
improved  in  appearance,  and  ettentially  in  reality.    The  poorest  date  of 
his  tenants,  who  in  former  times  lived  in  smoke  and  dirt,  in  too  pitiable  a 
condition  for  description,  have  now  to  most  of  their  cabins  chimneys  and 
wladows,  comfortable  thatch,  and  good  earthen  floors.    The  dunghills  no 
iesger  stop  np  the  windows,  nor  It  *  the  first  step  out  of  the  cabin  into  Ae 
dirt. '  The  aamber  of  slated  homes  aad  boarded  fleorshas  moeh  iacreaeedi 
and,  what  it  of  more  consequence,  and  of  better  proaUio,  for  the  fotore 
permanence  of  good  habits,  and  for  the  progress  of  improvement,  much  of 
what  has  beeh  done  has  been  elfected,  not  by  the  landloid,  but  by  the 
teaaait.**    Vol.  ii.  pp.— 398-9. 
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Mt  die  grwta  ptrt  of  UtUfi^  ediivated  a  taste  fpr  sMohuiiet. 
{a  tkia  pnmndit  he  flmnd  m  9mnm§  eoipleiEnMafti  aad  Mwral 
diaooveiiesj  or  impioveaienUiA  ia  ecieaeej  efioeted  in  tliese  bean 
o|  entertaionieiilj  haye  been  taeoaaiiBUy  adoplei  in  vadeaa 
defwrteanta  pf  t)i0 «'  real  iMuiaaa  <tf  lili.*' 

It  miist  need  no  aignaient  to  show  that  the  ha|i|naeaB  ef  vMn 
ia  never  #o  pare>  aad  that  the  meat  eatunaUe  of  hia  liDeUnfa  ava 
n^er  80  traly  gratified^  aawhen  one  fietidtoaa  w&an  reaudna 
nnbrohan  through  all  the  Tarpng  atagpaa  of  life.  The'cUaf  aMie- 
tioaa  of  Mr.  Bdgeirerth  prooeeded  from  the  niteraled  aeveri^ 
with  vhieh  the  fiae>  and  primary  tie  of  hia  aoetal  af  eetiena  waa 
aevered  hy  the  hand  of  death.  In  alleviation^  he  waa  lartnoate 
in  finding  A  Qnoeeiaien  of  vktoea  in  thoae  who  lepeatedly  daiyaad 
the  GompanioDship  of  his  hearty  and  an  union  of  affectiona  and 
interaata,  aparaaly  to  be  ci^ected^  amongat  tte  oAqpring  of 
several  extinet  eompacts  and  of  an  existing  connexion. 

Much  of  this  latter  consoling  charm  may  be  ascribed  to  the 
wisdom  of  hi?  parental  rule,  and  to  the  just  relation  of  hia 
fi^iniga-  W.e  hav^  observed  that  all  Mr.  Edgiftwortb'a  4<HMatk 
puraqits  wgacf^  rendered  of  advantage  to  the  {MUie$  and  it  mny  he 
aaserted  tfapit  n  irary  peeoMar  benefit  to  aeciety  at  large»  proceeded 
from  the  circumstance  of  Us  having  an  onnsual  succeasion  of 
famOeSj  calling  forth  his  philosophical  attention  to  the  coltare  of 
their  opening  minds,  with  an  ardour  which  will  not  l^  jexpflfBjbed, 
or  will  not  bo  ^t  iwithi  in  any  bmt  a  fMrant'a  hoaom.  It  ja  wdl 
known  th«t  tiiia  nenOapan,  with  the  aid  of  hia  elder  and  esle- 
brated  daughter,  Maria,  performed  the  task  of  edoeating  the 
children  of  hfia  three  last  marriages;  and  their  united  remaifca^ 
niodes,  and  precepts  have  been  communici^ted  to  the  world  i/^ 
*^  Practical  Education,"  and  other  works,  which  haise  ia  an 
eminent  d^goee  advanced  the  adenoe  of  jfiwanile  Aniiloa.  4ln  An 
exeeUenee  of  these  works  it  mnat  foe  needless  to  dBate  j  4>ut  it 
may  be  remarked  that  the  family  of  Edgeworth^town,  conspicn- 
otts  for  the  solid  merits  which  enrich,  and  the  chan^ns  of  manpcp 
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wbkh  vdonij  the  woild,  affiird  At  most  8«tlsfiMlory  teil  of  th9 
doctrines  there  iacnlcaled. 

Mr.  Edgewwth  died,  after  a  kmg  uid  painfdl  iUoefij  on  the 
ISth  of  June,  1817>  and  was  sooceeded  ia  the  estate  ef  Edge- 
werdi-tovn  by  his  eldest  soft,  LoreU  Edgeworth,  Esq.  the 
preseat  proprietor  of  this  demesae.  So  mudi  public  iatt reH  is 
Ukea  in  the  wel&re  and  sitoatioQ  of  a  funily,  Iraa  which  (preat 
lalDnBatioii  and  amasoaeat  have  been  derived,  that  it  is  locnai* 
best  on  the  present  writer  to  profit  by  his  qyportanities,  in  obscnr* 
iog  that  the  same  harmony  which  existed  whilst  a  fiither's  gaidiag 
hand  was  recognised  in  every  meTementy  still  pierails  amongst 
its  namerons  members  j  the  whole  formiag  a  memorable  example 
of  the  hstiog  effects  which  may  be  eoqiected  to  aocrae  from  a 
system  of  jadidons  edncatiott,  pnrsoed  with  nnremitting  per- 
severance* 

The  name  of  Maria,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  Edgewortb> 
b  so  closely  blended  mth  the  literary  character  of  that  geatlemaa, 
sad  stands  individually  so  high  in  public  esteem,  that  we  cannot 
condnde  our  brief  notice  of  this  polished  and  <itcellent  fsmily, 
without  adverting  to  the  nature  of  her  claims  on  the  unusual 
dqpree  of  approbation  she  has  experienced. 

It  would  be  sup^uous  to  expatiate,  at  any  ]eagth>  on 
the  dbaracter  of  writings  so  generally  read,  and  so  fsirly 
iqn»reciated>  as  the  works  o£  this  lady.  The  leading  feature  in 
ber  literary  productions  is  the  lame  high,  brif^,  and  unaflfected 
good  sense  that  is  conspicuous  in  her  private  demeanour.  '  Ima|^ 
nation  is  the  vein  of  mind  least  cultivated,  in  most  of  her  writings^ 
Utility,  gracefully  effected,  appears,  indeed,  to  be  the  object  she 
steadily  and  successfully  holds  in  view.  Her  knowledge  of  the 
h|iman  heart  is  rendered  additionally  operative,  in  the  detail  of 
literary  eageetion^  by  an  aecnrate  acgpaintancB  wiith  nmsners } 
for  ^irhMih  latter  advantage  ehe  was,  as  is  stated  by  herself,  under 
many  cibBgations  to  tiie  experience  of  a  parent,  who  was  at  once 
her  ''  critic,  partner,  father  and  friend/'  That  a  fellowship  in 
literary  composition  long  existed  between  Mr,  Edgeworth  and 
his  highly*gifted  daughter,  is  well  knowii;  and  to  this  assodatiop 
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the  public  is  indebted  fot  some  exquisite  delineations  of  Iriiltr 
manners^  combining  the  broad  with  the  delicate  features  of  origi- 
nal character.* 

Otir  limits^  and  flie  nature  of  onr'  work^  prevent  iis  from 
tracing  the  degrees  of  this  literary  conneidon,  with^  materials 
afforded  in  the  Memoir^  of  Mr.  Edgeworth^  begun  by  himself 
and  conciadfed  by  his  daughter;  but  we  must  observe^  that>  ft*om 
Miss  Edgeworth*s  part  of  that  biographical  performance,  it  is 
quite  evident  that  she  is  qualified  to  amuse  and  to  instruct,  from 
the  resources  of  her  own  genius  and  experience,  while  we  join 
with  her  in  deploring  the  loss  of  an  assisting  friend,  so  valuable 
and  revered. 

The  famUy  Beat  of  Edgeworth-town  is  a  respectable    and* 
commodious  structure,  origiaally  built  about  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  but  so  greatly  altered  and  improved  as  to  be' 
chiefly  re-edified,  by  its  late  owner.    In  effecting  these  improve- 
ments, we  are  told  by  the  amiable  continuator  of  his  Memoirs, 
that  lie  **  went  on  by  slow  degrees,  as  prudence  required,  year  after 
year,  as  his  circumstances  could  afford,  without  in  any  one  year 
exceeding  his  income :  he  made  additions,  or  alterations,  till  after 
exerdng  some  engineering  skill,  not  without  frequent  predictions 
from  the  lookers  on,  that  he  would  pull  the  whole  house  down, 
he  succeeded  in  making  it  such  as  to  satisfy  his  own  moderate' 
wishes,  and  a  comfortable  residence  for  a  large  family.'* 

The  grounds  attached  to  the  mansion,  as  we  are  informed  In 
the  same  work,  "  appeared  to  have  been  originally  laid  out  in- 

*  Promioeiit  among  the  works  of  this  description,  published  **  in- 
partnership"  by  Mr.  and  Miss  Edgeworth,  is  the  **  Essay  on  Irisli  Bolls." 
Concerning  this  amusing  publication  Miss  'Edgeworth  observes,  *'  The 
first  design  of  this  Essay  was  Ms:— under  the  semblance  of  attack,  ke 
wished  to  shew  the  English  poblle  the  eloqaence,  wit,  and  talents  of  the 
lower  classes  of  people  in  Ireland.  Working  sealonsly  npon  tlie  ideas 
which  lie  suggested,  sometimes,  what  was  spoken  by  him,  was  afterwards 
written  by  me ;  or  when  I  wrote  my  first  thoughts,  they  were  corrected  and 
improved  by  him  \  so  that  no  book  was  ever  written  more  completely  in' 
partpersliip**'    Memoirs,  &c. 
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krnble  iroitatioD^  on  a  small  scale^  of  the  frontispiece  to  MiUer*s 
Gardener's  Dictionary » in  the  original  Dntch  taste.**  Th»  whole 
demesne  was  newly-modelled  by  Mr.  Edgeworth^  shortly  after  he 
acceded  to  the  estate.  Nature  has  yielded  few  beauties  to  this 
part  of  the  county;  but  a  correct  judgment  has.  laboured^  with 
all  attainable  success^  to  supply  her  deficiencies  in  the  demesne  of 
Edgeworth-town^  the  lawns  and  plantations  «f  which  are  truly 
agreeable^  and  of  a  character  consistent  with  the  dwelling. 

The  village  of  Edgeworth-town  has  a  neat  and  improving  aspect, 
at  once  creditable  and  grateful  to  the  family  ix^  which  the  property 
of  the  ''  town**  is  vested.  The  Church,  a  pleasing  structure^  of 
Boderate  dimensions^  is  ornamented  with  a  spire  of  unusual  cha« 
racter,  executed  after  a  plan  of  the  late  Mr.  Edgeworth.* 

In  the  church-yard  is  the  burial-vault  of  the  Edgeworth  family ; 
aud  among  the  inscriptions  to  different  members  of  this  family^ 
within  the  church,  is  that  of  the  late  Richard  Lovell  Edgeworth, 
Esq.  which  is  placed  upon  a  plain  marble  tablet  on  one  side  of  the 
commnnioo'table^  and  simply  states  his  name>  and  the  dates  of 
his  birth  and  death. f 

•  This  spire  if  fifty  feet  high,  from  the  bate  to  the  ttar  with  which  it  is 
crowned.  It  was  put  together  witfaioBide  of  the  tower,  and  when  completely 
Baiihed,  was  drawn  op  in  eighteen  minutei  by  machinery,  and  placed  in  its 
preiont  titnation.  It  coniiitt  of  a  aketoton,  of  hammered  Engiiih  iron, 
coferad  with  ttroag  Walsh  ilatea»  cai^pod  whore  they  meet  on  the  ■kelelea 
by  coppor  iNUida  and  crampt  i  the  whole  boing  paintqd,  and  eoverad  with 
nndy  so  as  to  imitate  atone.  Before  the  spire  was  put  together  in  the  towort 
the  parts  were  proTiondy  fitted  on  the  ground,  not  perpendicularly,  but 
tying  sideways,  so  that  each  bar  could  be  easily  reached  by  the  workmen. 
The  cost  of  tlds  spire  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  guineas,  while 
a  spire  of  the  same  dimeasloBSy  hailt  of  Portland  atone,  would  have  cost  at 
IsMt  tiz  tiasea  that  sum ;  and  its  erection  gave  snch  geaeral  satisfactioa, 
that  the  board  of  first  frnlta  thought  proper,  aa  a  asark  of  their  appro-^ 
hationy  to  pay  the  whole  of  tlie  expense  incarred.— See  an  account  of  the 
cottstmclion  of  this  spire,  and  of  the  machinery  by  which  it  was  raised,  in 
Nicholson's  Journal,  vol.  xxx. 

f  The  following  directiona  concerning  hia  burial  wore  left  in  wHiiog 
by  Mr.  Edgeworth,  addreaaed  to  his  aons,  who  wofo  bla  tzocatora  i — **  I 
desire,  that  I  may  bs  barlod  \fk  as  private  a  BMnaor^  and  at  aa  little  f  zpeaso 
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iajtaratt  of  this  phiQ^  proceeds  from  its  Jfonper  uofortance  ia  ecdc' 
eiastical  histoiry.  Here  are  no  traces  of  architectand  8j[deodoor  to 
arrest  the  attentioiu  Even  when  Harris  wrote  bis  continnation 
of  Ware,  '^  all  that  remained  of  the  cathedral  was  a  part  of  a  waU^ 
boill  with  lar|[e  stones,  from  which  the  whole  appeared  to  have 
been  a  very  small  building  when  entire."  The  parochial  church 
is  a  commodioas  structure,  towards  the  completion  of  which  the 
sum  of  900/.  was  granted  by  the  board  of  first  fruits. 

The  bishopric  of  Ardagh  was  founded  by  St.  Patric]|f,  who  con- 
secrated, as  first  bishop,  his  nephew  and  disciple,  St.  Mcel,  ttbapf 
the  year  454,    An  abbey  was  also  founded  here  by  St.  Patrick ; 
and  St.  McbI  became  at  once  abbot  and  bishop  of  Ardagh,  as  was 
the  early  usage  of  the  Irish  church.    He  died  in  the  year  487,  or 
488,  and  was  succeeded  in  both  his  ecclesiastical  offices  by  his 
brother,  St.  Melchns,  who  is  said  by  Colgan  to  have  followed 
his  nude  St.  Patrick  out  of  Britain,  and  to  have  been  the  ''inn- 
wearied  companion  of  his  labours,  and  the  zealoos  imitator  of 
his  virtues.*'    The  memorials  respecting  the  successors  of  St. 
Melchus  are  few  and  uncertain,  until  the  commencement  of  the 
thirteenth  century.    From  that  date  we  give  an  enumeration  of 
the  prelates,  terminating  at  .the.  annexation  of  this  bishopric  to 
the  archiepiscopal  see  of  Tuam.    Some  previous  removals  of  the 
see,  however,  require  notice,  and  we  present  an  account  of  tbeie 
!n  the  words  of  Mr.  Erck,  as  contained  in  the  Ecclesiastical 
Reipster  of  Ireland. 

''  Upon  the  demise  of  Bishop  Ferrall,  in  1603,  the  three 

Daring  a  journey  between  Bally mahon  and  Edgeworth-towOy  at  a  very 
youthfal  period  of  life.  Goldsmith  lingered  on  his  way,  until,  at  the  fall 
of  night,  he  found  himself  a  mile  or  two  out  of  his  direct  road.  In  the 
middle  of  the  street  of  Ardagh^  Here  he  inquired  for  the  best  house  In 
the  place,  meaning  an  inn  i  but  being  wilfully  misunderstood  by  a  wi^g,  he 
was  directed  to  the  large  old-fashioned  residence  of  Sir  Ralph  Featherston , 
the  landlord  of  the  town,  where  he  was  shewn  into  the  parlour,  when  he 
found  the  hospitable  master  of  the  house  sitting  by  a  good  fire.  His  mis- 
take was  immediately  perceived  by  Sir  Ralph,  who  being  a  man  of  humour, 
and  well  acquainted  with  the  poet's  family,  encouraged  him  ia  the  de- 
ception,"'—Oration  of  Rev*  J.  Graham,  &c« 


[lrinstkr.]  county  of  lon«forb.  973 

succeeding  biahope  held  the  see  of  Ardagfa  onited  with  that  of 
Kilmore.  Bishop  Richardson  was  then  advanced  to  Ardagh  sepa* 
rately^  and  on^his  death  in  1654>  this  see  oontinned  vacant  till  the 
Restoration,  when  it  was  granted  by  King  Charles,  to  Robert 
Maxwell,  at  that  time  Bishop  of  Kilmore,  and  was  so  held  by  his 
two  successors,  till  the  advancement  of  Ulysses  Borgh,  who  was 
promoted  to  Ardagh  alone  in  1698 ;  bnt  he  dying  within  the  same 
year,  it  was  re-united  to  Kilmore.  In  1742^  it  was  once  more 
disjoined  from  Kilmore,  on  the  translation  of  Bishop  Hart  to  the 
arehiepiscopal  see  of  Tuam,  with  which  it  has  been  ever  since 
held  to  commendam.  The  Archbishop  of  Tuam  is  snfiragan  to 
the  lord  primate,  as  Bishop  of  Ardagh.*' 

There  are  in  this  diocess  a  dean^  archdeacon,  and  four  rural 
deans,  but  no  chapter  nor  episcopal  residence.  Its  gi*eatest  length, 
according  to  Beaufort,  is  forty-two  miles,  whilst  the  breadth 
varies  from  four  to  fourteen  miles.  The  number  of  parishes 
within  its  limits  is  37  i  which  parishes  are  situated  in  the  following 
counties  5  3  in  Gavan ;  7  in  Leitrim  -,  lin  Sligo;  1  in  Roscommon  ; 
2^  in  Longford  5  and  3  in  Westmeath. 

Bishops  op  Abdagh. 

Svcc. 

Adam,  or  Anad,  0*Murredai,  who  died 

in  12179  was  f<^owed  by- 

Robert 1217 

Simon  Magraith 1224 

Joseph  Magodaig 1230 

See  vacani  two  years. 

Jocelin  OTormaig 1233 

Brendan  Magodaic 1288 

Milo  of  Dunstable 1256 

.  See  vacant  one  year, 

Mathew  O'Heothy 1290 

JohaMageoi 1331 
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See  vacant  three  years. 

Succ, 

Qw«n  OTerral  1S47 

William  Mac-Casac    1367 

Charles  OTerral 1375 

^obn  OTraic 13r» 

See  vacant  about  two  yean. 

Gilbert  Mac  Brady 139« 

Adam  Lyns  (died  in  1416)   

See  vacant  two  years, 

Comelios  OTerral 1418 

ftichard  OTerral  (before  14«7) 

Magsamhradhan 1445 

Cormac 

« 

William  OTerral 

Thomas  0*CoDgalaii , . 

Owen 1508 

Richard  OTerral. 1541 

Patrick  Mac  Mahon 1553 

See  vacant  nearly  eut  years. 
Lisach  OTerral 1583 

Bishops  of  Ardagh  and  Kilmobs. 

Robert  Draper - 1603 

Thomas  Moygne 1619 

WiUiam  Bedell IGZ9 

Bishops  of  Ardagh. 
John  Richardson 1633 

Bishops  of  Ardagh  and  Kilmore. 

Robert  Maxwell*  16^ 

•  Robert  M&zwell  was  consecrated  bishop  of  KUmore  in  I64S,  botdii 
not  receive  a  grant  of  the  bishopric  of  Ardagb  votil  the  year  ooticed  is  Ike 
text,  1660. 
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Socc. 

Francis  Marsh 1G72 

William  Sheridan     1681 


Bishop  of  Ardaoh.  - 
Ulysses  Burgh    1692 

Bishops  of  Abdagh  and  Kilmorb. 

William  Smith    , . . . .  1693 

Edward  Wetenhall 1699 

Timothy  Godwin    1713 

Josiah  Hort    1727 

Ardagh  affords  a  seat  to  Sir  George- Ralph  Fetherstoo^  Bart. 
M.P. 

The  town  of  Lanesborouoh,  seated  on  the  river  Shannon, 
derives  the  (irst  part  of  its  appellation  from  the  family  of  Lane, 
formerly  proprietors  of  this  place,  and  ennobled  by  the  title  of 
Visconnt  Lanesboroogh.  This  small  town  consists  of  no  more 
tlian  about  sixty  honses,  and  affords  few  objects  to  interest  the 
traveller.  The  river  Shannon  is  here  crossed  by  a  substantial 
bridge,  erected  in  the  year  1706,  towards  the  expense  of  which 
4^100  was  contributed  by  James  Viscount  Lanesborough.  The 
parochial  church  is  formed  from  the  nave  of  an  antient  structure, 
traditionally  termed  an  abbey,  having  some  remains  of  a  square 
tower  at  the  west  end.  No  monastic  foundation  at  this  place  is 
noticed  by  any  historian,  but  some  traces  of  snch  an  institution 
may  possibly  still  be  discovered,  on  a  diligent  investigation  of  the 
records.  Several  of  the  noble  family  of  Lane  are  buried  in  a 
Tanlt  beneath  this  church. 

On  the  failure  of  heirs  male  in  the  family  of  Lane,  in  the 

early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  Brinsley  Butler,  baron  of 

Newtown-Butler,  was   (August  12th,  1728,)  created  Viscount 

Lmesborough  \   and  Humphrey,  the  eldest  son  of  that  nobleman, 

was,  in  1756,  raised  to  the  dignity  of  Earl  of  Lanesborough  | 

which  titles  are  still  enjoyed  by  his  descendants. 

t2 
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At  the  distance  of  about  two  miles  from  Lanesborongh  are  tlie 
rains  of  Raihline,  or  Rathcline  Ctutle.  These  vestiges  are 
situated  at  the  base  of  the  hill  of  Rathline^  and  on  the  margin  of 
the  river  Shannon.  The  situation  is  extremely  fine,  and  the  ruins 
are  picturesque  and  interesting.  This  castle  is  said  to  have  been 
first  erected  by  the  family  of  O'Quin^  and  many  sanguinary  con- 
tests for  possession  of  its  embattled  walls  are  still  remembered  by 
traditionary  records^  although  unnoticed  by  the  regular  historians 
of  the  country.  The  fortress  was  dismantied  by  Cromwell,  and 
was  afterwards  reduced  by  fire  in  the  wars  of  James  II.  It  is 
observed  by  Seward  that  ''  a  very  antient  inscription,  cut  in  the 
Irish  character  on  a  marble  slab,  and  fixed  in  the  wall  of  one  of 
the  rooms,  was  removed,  or  destroyed,  by  a  gentleman  who  lately 
resided  in  the  modern  house,  built  close  to  the  castle  from  its 
ruins."  In  the  vicinity  of  the  castle  are  the  remains  of  a  church, 
evincing  considerable  antiquity,  with  an  attached  cemetery,  still 
used  as  a  place  of  burial  for  catholics.  The  town  of  Lanesborongh 
is  situated  in  the  parish  of  Rathline. 

At  the  distance  of  one  mile  from  Lanesborongh  is  the  resi* 
dence  of  Captain  Davys,  agreeably  situated  on  the  east^ n  banks 
of  the  Shannon. 

On  the  south-west  border  of  this  county  the  river  Shannon 
expands  into  that  noble  spread  of  water,  which  has  beeo  already 
noticed  in  our  account  of  Westmeath,  under  the  name  of  Lough" 
ree.  Such  parts  of  this  Lough  as  are  contiguous  to  the  county  of 
Longford,  are  interspersed  with  various  islands,  and  afford  some 
of  its  most  pleasing  features  to  a  district  little  indebted  to  nature 
for  picturesque  charms.  On  several  of  the  islands  in  Loogh-ree 
monastic  institutions  were  founded  at  early  periods,  of  which  the 
following  are  noticed  in  the  Monasticon  Hibemicnm. — On  /lui- 
boffin  (the  Island  of  the  White  Cow)  an  abbey  was  founded  by 
S.  Rioch,  who  flourished  in  the  early  part  of  the  sixth  century* 
On  Inisciothrann,  not  far  distant  from  the  above,  St.  Dhiarmait 
Naoimh  founded  an  abbey,  about  the  year  540,  which  became 
famous  for  its  schools,  and  the  numerous  learned  men  who 
studied  within  the  grateful  retirement  of  its  insulated  walls.   The 
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dot  of  famd  called  the  hland  of  all  Sainis  was  celebrated  for  a 
rich  ^onaBtery,  founded  by  St.  Kieran^  in  the  year  544.  It  is 
belicTed  that  this  religioos  hoase  was  re«founded  by  the  family 
of  Dillon,  of  Dmmrany.  At  the  suppression  it  was  granted  to 
Sir  Patrick  Bamewall. 

The  town  of  Ballymahon,  distant  from  Dublin  fifty-three 
nriles^  is  situated  on  the  river  Inny,  which  is  here  crossed  by  .a 
bridge  of  five  arches,  and  is  navigable  from  this  place  to  Loughree. 
The  Shannon  and  the  Royal  Canal  also  pass  near  the  town,  in 
the  line  extending  from  Dublin  to  Tarmonbarry. — Ballymahon  is 
meo^ned  by  0*Halloran,  and  some  other  writers  on  the  history* 
of  Ireland,  as  the  scene  of  a  battle,  fought  A.  D.  960,  between 
Mahon,  king  of  Thomond,  and  Fergal,  the  son  of  Ruarc }  in 
which  the  latter  was  defeated.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  present 
bridge  there  was  formerly  a  castle  of  considerable  strength,  now 
destroyed,  with  the  exception  of  some  vaults,  over  which  is  built 
a  dwelling*house. 

SoBke  linen  is  here  manufactured,  and  a  thriving  trade, 
dthoQgh  on  a  moderate  scale,  is  cultivated  in  linen  yarn  and 
doth,  flannel  and  other  woollen  goods.  The  town  has  a  weekly 
market,  together  with  quarterly  fairs  -,  and  the  trade  and  conve- 
nieooe  of  the  inhabitants  derive  much  benefit  from  a  well>appoint«d 
boat,  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers  and  goods,  which  passes 
dally  between  this  place  and  Dublin,  by  means  of  the  canal. 
The  public  buildings,  independent  of  the  bridge,  have  few  claims 
on  attention,  and  consist  of  the  church  (which  acts  as  the  place 
of  worship,  in  the  establishment,  for  the  whole  parish  of  Shruel, 
in  which  this  town  is  situated)  3  a  well-attended  Roman  catholic 
chapel^  and  a  market-house,  more  conspicuous  for  antiquity 
than  convenience. 

The  views  in  many  parts  of  the  surrounding  country  are 
extremely  pleasing,  although  a  want  of  wood  very  generally  pre- 
vails. The  banks  of  the  Inny  afford  the  chief  picturesque 
attractions,  and  will  be  regarded  with  no  ordinary  interest,  when 
it  is  recollected  that  they  form  the  scenery  amidst  which  Olivsh 


978  BEAUTIES   OP   IRELAND. 

GoLDSHiTQ  rambled  in  boyliood^  and  from  whicb  he  received  h\9 
first  impressions  of  nataral  beanty.  The  connexion  of  that  writer 
with  the  town  of  Bally mahon^  is  noticed  in  oar  account  of  the 
neighbouring  village^  termed  Pallice.       ^ 

Castlecob,  the  seat  of  Thomas  Hnssey,  Esq.  has  been  jnstly 
termed  "  one  of  the  most  singular  mansion-houses  in  the  province 
of  Leinster."    This  building  was  erected  by  the  late  Rev.  Cott» 
Harman^  dean  of  Waterford,    who  is  said  to  hare  taken  as  a 
model  the  round  tower  of  Windsor  castle.    The  principal  room^ 
for  which  the  chief  part  of  the  honse  has  been  sacrificed^  is  cir- 
cular^ and  paved  with  marble.    The  windows  command  fine  views 
of  the  river  Inny  ;  and  this  very  unusual  apartment  may  be  tole- 
rated in  summer^  but  it  will  be  readily  supposed  that  a  room,  thus 
apparently  dedicated  to  the  *^  chill  genias  of  the  north,"  must  be 
insupportable  in  a  less  favourable  season,  to  persons  accustomed 
to  the  luxuries  of  modern  domestic  arrangement.    Four  small  but 
pleasant  apartments,  with  floorings  of  board,  branch  from  this 
great  central  region  of  cold  and  damps.    The  kitchens,  and  other 
subordinate  apartments,    are  in  an  under-ground  story .< — In  the 
vicinity  are  the  rnins  of  an  antient  fortified  building,  cohcerniog 
which  many  strange  tales  prevail,  when  the  peasantry  indulge  in 
reciting  those  Christmas  legends  which  will  be  noticed  in  a  subse- 
quent page ;  and  we  are  told  that  frequent  excavations  have  been 
made  among  these  wild  ruins,  in  the  night-time,  by  persons  who- 
had  dreamed  of  finding  hidden  treasures  there. 

TiBLicKEN,  the  residence  of  Matthew  Crawford^  Esq.  was 
built  by  the  late  Lord  Annaly .  The  antient  mansion  of  Tirlicken, 
which  stood  nearer  to  Ballymahon,  and  is  now  in  ruins,  was  long 
the  seat  of  Sir  Connel  OTarrel,  who  forfeited  his  estates  in  the 
troubles  of  the  seventeenth  century,  but  was  restored  by  the  acts 
of  settlement  and  explanation  in  1662. 

Ballymulvbyv  the  residence  of  Thomas  Achmuty,  Esq.  is 
th«  antient  seat  of  a  branch  of  the  Dillon  family^  once  possessed 
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of  tbe  principal  estate  in  this  neiglibonrhood,  which  they  (orfeited 
in  the  calamitoas  year  1641.  This  property^  inclading  the  town 
of  Ballymahon^  afterwards  passed  through  the  families  of  Ash 
and  Molynenx,  and  is  now  vested  in  J.  B.  Shnldham>  Esq.  The 
mansion  is  finely  situated  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  Inny^ 
and  is  enriched  with  a  well-wooded  demesne. 

In  the  vicinity  of  BaDymahon  are  also  LissglMilck,  the  seat  of 
John  R.  Robinson,  Esq. }  Cionwellany  William  Murray,  Esq. ; 
Newcastle,  Lady  Ross ;  and  Cartron,  Thomas  Wright,  Esq. 

At  Pallice,  on  tbe  sonthem  banks  of  the  river  Inny,  near 
the  town  of  Ballymahon,  was  born  Olivbr  Goldsmith.^  "  The 
Goldsmith  family/*  as  we  are  informed  by  Mr.  Graham,  "  has 
been  long  settled  in  Ireland  ;  and  thoogh  one  of  them  (Dr.  Isaac 
Goldsmith)  was  dean  of  Cork  in  the  year  1730,  they  seem  to 
have  resided  chiefly  in  the  province  of  Connaaglit.  For  several 
generations  they  regularly  furnished  a  minister  for  the  established 
church,  being  what  is  termed  a  clerical  family.  The  fatlier  of 
the  poet  was  the  Rev.  Charles  Goldsmith^    who  married  the 

« 

*  OnrinforaMtioD  eoDC«r Ding*  the  family  of  thlB  ditllngaiBhed  writer 
ud  some  paMKfes  in  the  early  part  of  bii  life*  are  chiefly  collected «froB 
•  very  iD^enioos  fttatistical  account  of  the  parish  of  Sbruel,  by  the  Rew 
John  Graham,  M.A.  formiog  part  of  the  third  yol.  of  Mr.  Shaw  Mason*t 
**  Parochial  Sorvey  of  Ireland.*' — In  regard  to  the  identity  of  the  spot  o« 
which  Goldsmith  was  born,  several  contradictory  statements  have  been 
■ade  by  diflbrent  editors  of  his  works.  In  the  epitaph  written  by  Dr. 
JohosoB,  and  placed  on  Goldsmith's  monument  in  Westminster  abbey, 
are  these  words  :  '*  Natus  in  Hibernia  Fornice  Longfordiensis,  in  loco  cui 
somen  Pallas.**  It  may  be  reasonably  concluded  that  Johnson  received 
this  rnformation  from  the  lips  of  the  deceased  ;  and  the  intelligence  con- 
reysd  by  the  epitaph  is  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  many  persons,  only 
Ittely  dead.  In  the  neighbourhood  ofPallice,  including  some  of  the  nearest 
relations  of  tbe  poet.  The  place  is  situated  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of 
the  town  of  Ball ymahon,  in  the  parish  of  Cloncalla,  commonly  called 
Foraey.  The  walls  of  the  bouse  in  which  Goldsmith  was  bom  are  yet 
ittnding,  bnt  the  whole  is  in  a  ruinons  condition,  as  the  roof  fell  in  a  few 
years  back.  The  building  at  the  time  of  Goldsmith^s  birth  was  in  the  occu« 
pstlon  of  his  maternal  grairdfather,  the  Rev.  Oliver  Jon pb. 
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daughter  of  the  Rev.  Oliver  Joiies^  diocesan  schoobnaster  of 
£lphin^  Id  the  county  of  Roscommon.  By  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Charles  Goldsmith  at  Pallice,  on  the  99th  of  November^  IT^i 
■  when  his  son  Oliver  was  born^  it  is  probablq  he  was  curate  of  the 
chapel  of  ease  in  the  parish  of  Cloncalkj  or  Forgeny.  He  was 
afterwards  promoted  to  a  benefice  in  the  county  of  Rosconoaiioa. 
After  the  death  of  her  husband^  Mrs.  Goldsmith  settled  in  Bally- 
mahon^  with  her  son  Oliver^  then  a  child>  and  lodged  in  the 
house  now  occupied  by  Mr.  John  Lanigan^  at  the  corner  of  the 
entrance  from  Edgeworth-town  road.**  ' 

At  this  place  Goldsmith*s  mother  lived «  in  low  circumstances 
and  indifferent  healthy  until  the  year  1772i  or  1773>  at  wl|ich 
time  she  was  nearly  blind.  It  is  traditionally  said  that  the  poet> 
when  a  boy,  was  '^  of  reserved  and  distant  manners^  fond  of 
.  solitary  walks,  spending  most  of  his  time  among  the  rodcs  and 
wooded  islands  of  the  river  Inny,  which  is  remarkably  beantifal 
at  Ballymahon.*' 

Connected  with  this  period  of  his  life  may  be  noticed  an  anec- 
dote, inserted  in  Mr.  Graham's  ''  Statistical  account  of  Shruel," 
on  the  authority  of  a  direct  descendant  of  the  Rev .  U enry  Goldamithj 
of  Lissoy,  curate  of  Kilkenny  west,  the  elder  brother  of  the  poet. 
'*  Goldsmith  was  always  plain  in  his  appearance,  but  when  a  boy, 
and  immediately  after  suffering  heavily  with  the  small-pox,  he  was 
particularly  ugly.  When  he  was  about  seven  years  old,  a  fiddler, 
•  whoreckonedhimself  a  wit,  happened  to  beplaying  tosome  company 
in  Mrs.  Goldsmith's  house ;  during  a  pause  between  the  coottlry- 
dances,  little  Oliver  surprised  the  party  by  jumping  up  suddenly, 
and  dancing  round  the  room.  Struck  with  the  grotesque  appearance 
of  the  ill-favoured  boy,  the  fiddler  exclaimed,  '^  JBsop ! "  and  the 
company  burst  into  laughter,  when  Oliver  turned  to  them  with  a 
smile,  and  repeated  the  following  lines : — 

i  ''  Heralds  proclaim  aloud,  all  saying, 

**  See  iEsop  danciog,  and  bis  monkey  playing.**^ 

j 

On  the  1  Ith  of  June,  1744,  Goldsmith  was  entered  of  Trinity 
College,  Dublin  -y  and  in  the  entry  on  the  college  books,  the  Rev. 
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Tlieaker  Wilder  (a  younger  son  of  tlie  family  of  CastlewiMer,  in 
this  coanty)  is  named  as  bis  tutor.*  In  1747>  be  obtained  "  bis 
only  laurel  in  the  University  of  Dublin,  tbat  of  an  exhibition  on 
the  foondation  of  Erasmus  Smyth*  Esq.  and  in  this  yeair  he  was 
publicly  admonished  for  having  been  concerned  in  a  riot,  and 
pumping  a  bailiff,  who  had  invaded  the  privileged  precincts  of  the 
college.-- On  the  STth  of  February,  1749,  he  was  admitted  a 
bachelor  of  arts,  two  years  after  the  regular  time^  and  he  then 
qualified  himself  for  admission  to  the  College  library.*' 

In  1753,  Goldsmith  was  at  Edinburgh,  as  a  medical  student  i 
and  in  the  following  year  he  commenced  his  unfriended  tnvels. 
The  leading  features  in  his  subsequent  life  are  well  known  to  the 
public  j  and  the  writings  on  which  he  was  employed  during  many 
of  his  mature  years,  cannot  fail  to  render  his  biography  a  subject 
of  interest  with  very  remote  posterity.  In  all  his  "  wanderings 
round  this  world  of  care,*'  he  was  actuated  by  an  ardent  desire  of 
revisiting  the  scenes  of  his  youth.  In  a  letter,  written  in  December, 
1757^  to  Daniel  Hudson,  Esq.  at  Lissoy,  near  Ballymahon,  (which 
gentUman  had  married  bis  sister,  he  says  that  ''  he  wishes  from 
his  heart,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hudson,  Lissoy  and  Ballymahon,  and  all 
his  friends  there,  would  fairly  make  a  migration  into  Middlesex ;" 
adding,  "  that  as,  on  second  thoughts,  this  might  be  attended 
with  inconvenience,  Mahomet  should  go  to  the  mountain  ;"  and 
he  promised  to  spend  some  weeks  of  the  ensuing  summer  between 
Ballymahoa  and  Lissoy.  He  also  observes,  in  a  sportive  way, 
"  that  it  is  unaccountable  a  man  should  have  an  affection  for  a 
place,  who  never  received,  when  in  it,  above  common  civility,  and 
who  never  brooght  anything  out  of  it  but  his  brogue  and  his 
blunders.** 

*  In  ibePhilotophieal  Survey  of  the  South  of  Ireland,  Dr.  Campbell 
aisertB  that  Goldsmith't  tutor  was  **  a  Dr.  Radcliffe,*'  and  mentions  a  letter 
written  from  England  by  the  poet  to  his  former  tutor  at  college,  requesting 
a  testimonial  of  good  character,  such  a  credential  being  deemed  necessary 
for  his  appointment  to  the  humble  office  of  usher  in  a  country  school. 
Goldsmith,  however,  according  to  Dr.  Campbell's  anecdote,  had  thought 
proper  to  assume  a  feigned  name  on  first  going  to  Bngland,  and  his  letter 
was  therefore  not  answered  by  Dr.  RadclilTe.     Phil.  Surv.  pp.  S87-8. 
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Unhappily  the  fer?ent  wish  he  entertained  of  again  seeing  tk» 
spot^  so  tenderly  beloyed^  although  the  soil  proved  nngenial  to  bits 
early  view8>  was  never  gratified. 

It  18  certain  that  the  scenery  of  this  neighbourhood  had  made 
a  vivid  impression  on  his  susceptible  mind  ;  and  it'is  confidently 
snpposed  that  many  of  bis  poetical  descriptions  are  drawn 
from  objects  with  which  he  was  here  familiar.  Several  of  tbess 
rural  objects,  rendered  so  enchadting  in  poetical  delineation^  are 
believed  to  exist  at  Lis$oy,  at  which  place  his  brother  (curate  of 
Kilkenny-west,  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Westmeath)  resided, 
when  Goldsmith  addressed  ta  him  the  poem  entitled  the 
•*  Traveller."* 

It  will  be  heard  with  pleasure  by  the  admirers  of  this  excellent 
poet  (who  are»  assuredly,  of  the  same  number  as  his  readers)  *that 
a  meeting  has  lately  been  held,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  the 
public  attention  to  the  subject  of  erecting  a  monument  in  honoor 
•f  his  memory,  near  the  place  of  his  birth.     The  design  of  this 

*  The  late  Rev.  Ht.  H.  Newel,  of  Cambridge,  who  repnbliihed  tiM 
poemi  of  GoldBinlth  a  lisw  ye«n  back,  contenda,  witb  great  appearaace 
of  probability,    that  many  of  the  object!  portrayed  in  the  "  Deserted 
Village,'*  were  to  be  feund  in  LisBoy.     In  Mr.  Newell's  edition  of  Gold- 
•mith'8  poems  are  inserted  views  of  the   Parsonage-bouse,  the  Charch, 
and  the  Mill.    Bat  it  will  be  obvious  that  the  scene  of  action  in  that  poem 
is  laid  in  England,  although,  in  the  descriptive  parts,  the  poet  appears  to 
have  delineated  objects  really  existing  in  the  favourite  haunts  of  his  boyish 
years.    It   is  observed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Graham,    in  his  ^'  account  of 
Shruel,"  that*'  the  clergyman's  mansion  is  still  well  known;  the  parish 
church  of  Kilkenny  west  *'  tops  a  neighbouring  bill ;"  the  lake  and  the  mill 
lie  between  it  and  the  mansion  house  ;  the  hawthorn  tree  still  exists,  thosgh 
mutilated  **  laniatnm  corpore  toto,*'  by  the  curious  travellers,  who  cut 
pieces  from  it  as  from  the  royal  oak,  or  from  the  mulberry  tree  of  Smt- 
ford-upon-Avon.    The  village  alehouse  has  lately  been   rebuilt^  and  or- 
namented by  the  sign  of  the  **  three  jolly  pigeons." — A  lady  from  ihe 
neighbourhood  of  Portglenone,  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  visited  Lissoy 
in  the  summer  of  1817,  and  was  fortunate  enough  to  find,  in  a  cottage 
adjoining  the  alehouse,  the  identical  print  of"  the  twelve  good  ralss»'' 
which  ornamented  that  rural  tavern,   along  with  *'  the   royal  game  of 
goose }  the  wooden  clock,  &c/' 
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meeting,  as  wo  believe^  originated  with  the  Rey.  John  Graham, 
of  Lifford,  a  clergyman  of  distingniRhed  literary  talents,  whose 
name  will  again  occnr  in  oar  notice  of  the  county  of  Donegal.  The 
meeting  took  place  at  Ballymahon,  on  the  anniversary  of  Gold- 
smith's birth-day,  and  wns  very  respectably  attended. 

As  we  think  it  to  be  probable  that  some  cnriosity  may  he 
entertained  to  examine  the  state  of  mral  society,  together  with 
any  strongly  marked  pecnliarities  of  manners  and  customs,  in  a 
neighbonrhood  which  imparted  his  first  impressions  to  a  poet  of 
gennine  pathos  and  touching  simplicity — a  writer  for  every  age 
and  country — ^we  devote  a  page  to  remarks  on  those  subjects,  the 
contents  of  which  are  collected  from  the  work  to  which  we  have 
already  acknowledged  our  obligations. 

The  peasantry  of  this  district  are ''  shrewd,  intelligent,  and 
industrious  ;  fond  of  manly  exercises  and  amusements ;  such  as 
foot-ball,  hurling,  wrestling,  and  swimming,  in  most  of  which  they 
excel.  They  assemble  on  summer  Sunday  evenings,  and  amuse 
themselves  by  dancing,  for  the  prize  of  a  cake^  which  is  exhibited 
on  a  pole^  to  encourage  the  candidates  by  a  view  of  the  object  of 
their  ambition.  English  is  universally  spoken,  though  the  great 
body  of  the  people  understand  Irish,  and  many  of  them  prefer  using 
it.  The  manners  of  these  people  are  mild  and  prepossessing, 
though  they  all  possess  what  higher  folks  term  a  nice  sense  of 
honour  5  that  is,  they  would  neither  give  nor  take  an  affront;  they 
would  be  led^  not  driven.** 

The  customs  of  the  inhabitants  deviate  in  but  few  particulars^ 
from  those  observable  in  other  parts  of  Ireland.  *'  The  new  year, 
and  the  first  day  of  the  month  or  week,  are  considered  the  pro- 
perest  times  for  commencing  any  undertaking.  No  man  removes 
to  a  new  habitation  on  a  Friday^  because  it  is  one  of  the  cross  days 
of  the  year,  and  '*  a  Saturday JVmlng  makes  a  short  sUtlnfir"  For 
a  fortnight  before  Shrove  Tuesday,  the  great  day  for  weddings,  it 
is  the  prac^ce  for  persons  in  disguise  to  run  through  the  street  of 
Bailynialion,  from  seven  to  nine  or  ten  o'clock  in  the  evenings, 
annouBcing  intended  marriages,  or  giving  pretty  broad  hints  for 
matchmaking." 


/ 
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On  the  fint  day  of  May^' ''  green  bashes  are  planted  opposite 
every  door,  and  the  pavement  is  covered  with  flowers.  Hallow- 
eve  is  observed^  on  the  last  day  of  October »  with  the  usual  necro- 
jnantic  cereinanies,  and  the  amusement  concludes  with  a  supper  of 
granbree;  thatis^  boiled  wheat  battered  and  sweetened.*'  At  the 
jocundseason  of  Christmas^  thegrown  people/'  after  feastingon  their 
best  £Bre^  amuse  themselves  by  dancing,  blindman*s  buff,  questions 
and  commands,  and  the  reltUingor  hearing  of  legendary  tales,'' 
We  are  sorry  to  conclude  our  notice  of  the  modes  used  in  cele- 
brating particular  seasons,  with  observing,  that  the  day  dedicated 
to  St.  Stephen  is  passed  in  the  savage  sport  of  bull-baiting. 

Among  several  well-improved  seats  in  thb  county,  not  noticed 
in  previous  pages,  may  be  mentioned  Newtown  Bond,  Alexander 
Bond,  Esq.;  J/om/oimi^  Alexander  Kingston,  Esq.;  Ledwithetawn^ 
John  Ledwith,  Esq.;  C/^js^roiwy,  William  Davis,  Esq.;  BatMi,John 
Onsley,  Esq.;  vuARiel^ort,  James  Richardson,  Esq.  At  Kilbshee, 
in  the  western  part  of  the  county,  are  the  seats  of  Archdeacon 
Digby,  and  William  B.Montfort,  Esq. 
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COUNTY  OF  LOUTH. 

This  county  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Trish  sea^  and  \s 
separated  from  the  county  of  Down,  on  the  north-east,  by  a 
branch  of  that  sea  forming  the  bay  of  Carlingford.  On  the  north 
lies  Armagh,  and  on  tbe  north-west  Monaghan.  In  other  di- 
rections it  meets  the  county  of  Meath,  from  which  it  is  separated 
on  the  sonth  by  the  river  Boyne. 

This  is  the  smallest  county  in  Ireland^  its  extreme  length, 
according  to  Dr.  Beaufort,  being  twenty-one  miles,  and  its 
greatest  width  fourteen  miles.  The  principal  inequalities  of 
surface  are  found  in  a  mountainous  tract  between  Dundalk  and 
Carlingford,  and  a  hilly  district  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Collon. 
In  other  parts  the  soil  is  finely  amenable  to  the  purposes  of  agri- 
caltare,  and  is  chiefly  under  tillage.  Independent  of  the  Bo3^e, 
which  washes  its  southern  border,  four  small  rivers  cross  this 
county  from  west  to  east.  On  the  coast  the  bays  of  Dundalk 
and  Carlingford  are  the  most  distinguished  features,  liouth  is 
diTided  into  foor  baronies,  named  Dundalk ;  Louih ;  Ardee  $  and 
Ferrard ;  besides  the  Couniy  of  the  Town  of  Drogheda.  These 
are  again  divided  into  sixty-one  parishes,  situated  in  the  diocess 
of  Armagh,  together  with  part  of  two  parishes  in  the  diocess  of 
Clogher. 

This  connty  is  defoulting.in  regard  to  the  returna  of  popolalion 
under  the  act  of  181$.  According  to  statements  made  from  the 
Enumerators*  Periodical  Returns  of  Progress,  and  the  Reports  of 
the  Magistrates,  in  the  year  1891,  the  number  of  houses  and 
inhabitants  \tt  the  county,  was,  in  the  last  named  year,  as  fol" 
lowB.  Number  of  houses  17,428,  number  of  inha'bitants  101^070. 

The  connty  of  Louth  formerly  constituted  part  of  the  autient 
extensive  territory  termed  Orgiei,  Oriel,  or  Uriel,  which  compre- 
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hended^  likewise,  the  present  counties  of  Monaghan  and  Armagb, 
including  many  smaller  territories.* 

This  district  abounds  in  those  rude  vestiges  o(  very  remote 
antiquity,  which  consist  of  eaAhworks,  chiefly  designed  for 
sepulchral  purposes,  or  acting  as  places  of  defensive  habitation. 
Cromlechs,  and  other  relics  of  ante-christian  ages,  althoogh 
much  lessened  in  number  within  the  last  century,  are  still  fre- 
quently seen,  and  are,  in  several  instances,  extremely  curious. 
There  are,  also,  many  remains  of  ecclesiastical  and  military 
structures,  erected  at  various  periods  subsequent  to  the  settlement 
of  the  English  in  this  country.  These  specimens  of  antient  archi- 
tecture are  usually  on  a  small  scale.  Most  of  the  castles  now 
remaining  would  appear  to  have  been  built  early  in  the  thirteenth 
century. 

The  county  of  Louth  suffered  severely  in  the  wars  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  The  principal  families  residing  here,  at  the 
commencement  of  that  sera,  were  the  Taafes ;  Bellews  ;  Dow- 
dalls  i  Verdons ;  Gernons ;  Flemings ;  Nettervilles  ;  D^Arcys ; 
and  Portlances. 

In  regard  to  its  modern  state,  Drogheda  is  the  chief  town, 
and  is  a  place  of  considerable  importance.  Agriculture  is  the 
most  beneficial  pursuit  5  but  the  manufacture  of  coarse  linen  is 

*  In  Goagb*s  additions  to  Camden's  notice  of  this  county.  Is  the  fol- 
lowing fttatemeot  of  the  antlest  dt?itioDg  of  Loutb,  whicii  depends  for 
acceptation  on  intelligence  derived,  by  the  late  Mr.  Beauford,  from  the 
Book  of  Ballymole  and  otber  aatborities.— *'  Louth  contains  the  antieBt 
principality  of  ConalMuirthemn,  or  Uriel,  and  sontbern  part  of  the  antient 
Oir  Gael,  being  the  conntry  of  the  antient  Conragiif  the  chiefs  or  princes 
•f  which  were  the  Mac  Mahons,  or  ilfac  Machanan,  The  subordinate 
cantreds  were  Fera-Arda,  or  Faihartti,  the  present  barony  of  Ferrard. 
Hjf  Began  or  Hy  Seanghain^  the  present  barony  of  Atherdee.  Fera  Lorg^ 
torgauj  or  Lurgin^  contained  the  southern  parts  of  the  present  barony  of 
Dundalk.  Hy  Mac  Uais  the  conntry  of  Mac  Scanlan,  contained  the 
northern  part  of  the  barony  of  Dandalk.  LudkOj  or  Lvgha^  the  antient 
seat  of  the  Lugnii,  and  Uriel  proper,  contained  the  present  barony  of 
Loath,  the  hereditary  chiefs  of  which  were  the  Hsf  Carbkail^  or  0*Carrols, 
slylod  fraquontly  princes  of  (7rte^'*  Camden's  BriUnaia,  byGongh, 
vol.  i?.  p.  396, 
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pursued  in  many  parts  of  the  coantryy  with  some  success.  The 
cotton  trade  also  flourishes  in  one  neigfahonrhood.  Amongst  the 
principal  landed  proprietors^  having  a  seat  in  the  county,  may 
be  named  Lord  Oriel ;  the  Earl  of  Roden ;  the  Viscount  Cler* 
moi|t  j  and  Sir  Edward  Bellew,  Bart. 

DROGHEDA. 

This  populous  and  commercial  town,  distant  from  Dublin 
tweny-three  and  a  half  miles,  is  situated  on  the  northern  and 
southern  banks  of  the  Boyne,  about  five  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
that  river,  or  place  at  which  it  enters  the  Irish  sea.  The  southern 
part  is  usually  said  to  be  comprised  in  the  county  of  Meath,  and 
that  on  the  opposite  bank  in  Louth ;  but  the  town  of  Drogheda 
has,  in  fact,  the  privil^e  of  constituting  a  county  in  itiself. 
Although  disfigured  at  the  outlets  by  lines  of  sordid  huts,  this  is, 
in  its  principal  parts,  a  well-built  town.  Great  improvements  have 
been  effected  in  recent  years,  and  the  chief  street  and  the  quay 
now  contain  many  handsome  and  commodious  houses.  It  was 
formerly  a  place  of  considerable  strength,  b^ng  encompassed/ by 
walls,  having  four  gates  3  many  parts  of  which  fortified  outlines 
still  remain,  but,with  some  few  exceptions,  in  a  decayed  and  imper- 
fect condition.  The  gate  of  St.  Lawrence  is  the  best-preserved 
ipestige  of  the  antient  fortifications. 

We  are  not  aware  that  any  particnlars  have  been  preserved 
Gonoeniing  the  history  of  Drogheda,  in  very  early  periods.  It  is 
noticed  by  Camden  that  King  Edward  11.  '^  granted  to  this  place 
the  privilege  of  a  market  and  fair,  in  favour  of  Theobald  Verdun  ; 
and  that  other  kings  confirmed  to  it  many  great  privileges,  and 
among  the  rest  that  of  having  a  mint.'  *  In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  it 
was  constituted,  in  conjunction  with  Dublin,  Waterford,  and  Cork,  a 
•^uple^tmon ;  from  which  circumstance  we  clearly  ascertain  its 
commercial  importance  in  the  fourteenth  century.  King  lUchard 
II.  was  herein  1394 ;  and,  on  the  16th  of  March  in  that  year, 
be  received,  in  the  hall  of  the  Dominican  friary,  the  submission 
of  O'Nial,  0*Hanlon,  0*Donnel,  Mac  Mahon,  and  other  cliief<« 
tains  of  Ulster.  Several  parliaments  were  held  in  this  town>  among 
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which  may  be  noticed  the  memorable  assembly  of  November, 
1494^  in  which  was  made  the  enactment  generally  known  by  the 
name  of  Poyntng's  law.  The  war-cries  of  particular  families^  or 
septs,  were  also  prohibited  by  the  same  parliament. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  an  university  was  founded  in  this 
town,  by  authority  of  a  parliament  held  here,  in  November, 
1465.  It  was  intended  that  this  establishment  should  possess  the 
same  privileges  as  the  University  of  Oxford  ;  but  the  want  of  a 
sufficient  revenue,  and  the  confused  state  of  public  affairs  in 
Ireland  at  that  time,  caused  the  design  to  prove  either  abortive, 
or,  at  best,  short-lifed.* 

The  most  important  historical  transactions  relate  to  the  wars 
of  the  seventeenth  century.  From  its  capabilities  of  defence,  and 
local  circa mstances,  it  was  readily  perceived,  by  the  leaders  in 
those  civil  contests,  that  the  possession  of  Drogheda  was  essential 
to  the  security  of  the  metropolis,  and  also  to  a  ready  commnai- 
cation  with  the  north.  The  town  consequently  became  the  scene 
of  very  afflictive  military  events.  Early  in  these  wars  it  was 
defended  for  the  king,  by  Sir  Henry  Titchbnrne  and  Lord  Moore, 
Viscount  Drogheda,  against  several  thousands  of  the  rebellious 
party,  raised  in  Ulster  and  Leinster,  an<}commanded  by  Sir  Phelim 
O'Nial.  The  town  now  experienced  a  long  blockade,  but  was 
relieved  by  the  approach  of  the  Earl  of  Ormonde.  It  was  again 
invested  by  a  parliamentarian  force  under  Michael  Jones,  and 
was  a  second  time  relieved  by  the  advance  of  Ormonde. 

The  time,  however,  speedily  arrived  at  which  its  wails  were 
to  witness  the  array  of  a  more  formidable  enemy.  In  September, 
1649,  Oliver  Cromwell  set  down  before  this  town,  in  considerable 
strength.  The  garrison  consisted  of  2000  foot  and  300  hofse, 
all  chosen  men,  commanded  by  Sir  Arthur  Aston^  a  cath<^ 
officer  of  tried  gallantry ;  and  the  fortificatioos  had  been  laldy 
repaired,  under  the  direction  of  Ormonde.  Great  confidence  was 
placed  in  these  preparations  for  defence  i  but  the  courage  and 

*  In  Ware'B  Antiqs*  by  Horru,  vol.  ii.  p.  ^5,  is  a  copy  of  the  foooda- 
tion  statute  of  the  UniYersity  of  Drogheda,  together  with  a  translation  of 
the  original  French  in  which  ft  Is  composed/ 
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pbced  in  these  preparations  for  defence ;    bnt  the  courage  and 
▼igwur  of  Cromwell  proved  irresistible.    On  his  summons  being 
rejected,  he  commenced  the  most  active  and  strenuous  operations. 
An  incessant  play  of  cannon  effected  a  breach,  before  the  expi- 
ration of  the  second  day,  and  the  place  was  then  attempted  by 
storm.  Twice  the  assailants  were  repulsed ;  but  on  a  third  effort, 
they  entered,  and  obtained  possession  of  the  town.    The  scene 
whieh  then  took  place  struck  dismay  throughout  all  Ireland,  and 
can  never  be  mentioned  without  a  thrill  of  horror.    It  would 
jqppear  to  be  unquestionable  that  quarter  had  been  promised,  and 
given,  until  the  conquest  became  entire.   Bnt  Cromwell  resolved, 
by  one  tremendous  blow,  to  impress  on  the  Irish  such  a  dread  of 
his  arms,  as  might  tend' to  prevent  farther  opposition,  and  he  deli- 
berately gave  orders  for  the  whole  of  the  garrison  to  be  put  to 
the  sword !    The  scene  of  carnage  lasted  five  days.    The  governor, 
and  all  his  gdlant  officers,  fell  with  their  men.    Many  ecclesiastics 
also  perished.    Thirty  persons  only  escaped  the  slaughter,  and 
these  were  transported  as  slaves,  to  one  of  the  West  India  islands. 
In  1689,  and  the  following  year,  this  town  was  garrisoned  b^ 
James  II.  but  was  given  up  to  King  William,  without  a  struggle, 
after  his  victory  on  the  adjhcent  banks  of  the  Boyne.* 

*  Tbe  circQnntances  attendii^  the  surrender  of  Drogheda,  on  the  Soil 
«f  July,  I60O,  are  thai  soccitictly,  yet  latisfactoiily  stated  by  Mr.  Harris. 
'*  TliD  dsy  after  the  victory  at  the  Boyne,  the  King  sent  Brigadier  U 
Meltaniercy  with  a  thousand  borse>  a  party  of  foot,  and  eight  pieces  of 
cannon,  to  summon  Drogheda,  where  the  Irish  had  a  great  magazine,  and 
a  garrison  of  thirteen  hundred  men,  commanded  by  Lord  Iveagh.  The 
go?ernor  at  first  seemed  resolute  to  defend  tbe  place,  and  received  the 
sommons  with  great  contempt ;  bnt  Ifae  King  sending  word,  "  That  if  he 
was  lerced  to  brlag  the  cannon  before  the  place  i  he  mnst  expect  no  quarter  ;*' 
his  lordsldy,  cenasderiag  that  King  James's  army  being  defeated  he  could 
expect  oe  relief,  accepted  of  the  offered  conditions,  and  marched  out  with 
only  the  garrison  and  baggage,  leaving  all  their  arms  and  stores.  Col. 
Cuts's  regiment  took  possession  of  the  place,  which  they  found  well  stored 
with  Wine  and  provisions,  aind  took  care  to  preserve  the  town  from  violence.*' 
Ufe  oCWnHamlfLby  Harris,  voh  3.  pp.  99-9. 
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The  former  importance  of  Drogheda  b  enfficiently  denoted  by 
the  namber  of  its  monastic  foundations. 

It  is  said  that  a  Priory  far  Canons  regular,  following  the  rale 
of  St.  Augnstin,  was  founded  bere^  in  which  Cardinal  Papiro  held 
a  synods  A.  P.  1152;  but,  with  Uie  exception  of  that  drcnmetanoe^ 
little  is  known  conceming  its  history. 

The  HoipUal  of  St.  Mary  was  founded  early  in  the  ISth  cen- 
tury^ for  the  aid  and  support  of  sick  and  infirm  persons^  by  Ursus  de 
Swemele^  who,  with  the  consent  of  his  wife  Christiana,  granted, 
for  that  benevolent  purpose,  the  whole  of  his  estates  in  Ireland, 
among  which  were  many  houses  and  tenements  in  the  town  of 
Drogheda.  The  cross  bearers,  following  the  role  of  St.  AugoaUn, 
obtained  possession  of  this  hospital,  after  thedeceaseef  tbefounder. 
At  the  time  of  the  suppression,  the  hospital  and  its  appurtenances 
were  granted  4o  the  Mayor  of  Drogheda.  The  buildings  were 
situated  on  the  outer  side  of  the  west  gate  of  the  town. 

The  Priory  of  Si.  Laurence,  situated  near  the  gate  of  that 
name,  is  said  to  have  been  founded  by  the  mayor  and  dtiaens  of 
Drogheda,  to  whom  it  was  also  granted  on  the  dissolution  of  reli- 
gious houses. 

The  Dominican  Friary,  under  the  invocation  of  St.  Mary 
Magdalen,  was  founded  by  Lucas  de  NetterviUe,  archbishop  of 
Armagh,  who  commenced  the  buildings  in  the  year  1234.  Tbu 
was  a  foundation  of  great  celebrity,  and  general  chapters  of  die 
order  were>hekl  within  its  walk  in  the  years  1290;  ISOS'j  and 
1847.  Among  persons  of  distinction  buried  here  may  be  noticed 
the  founder;  Patridc  O'ScanlaIn,  archbishop  of  Armagh;  and 
Thomas,  Earl  of  Desmond,  who  was  beheaded  at  Drogheda,  in 
the  year  1467*  This  priory  was  situated  in  the  north  part  of  the 
town.  The  buildings  were  extensive,  but  are  stated  by  King  to 
have  fallen  to  decay  in  the  ISth  century,  in  consequenee  of  te 
^'  extreme  poverty  of  the  country,  occasioned  by  incessant  dcfire* 
dations,  both  of  English  rebels  and  Irish  enemies."  The  Friary, 
and  the  chief  part  of  its  possessions,  were  granted  for  ever,  by 
King  Henry  VIII.  to  Walter  Dowdall  and  Edwavd  Bedoe^  but 
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Monged»  in  ISIS,  to  Sir  Ambrose  Forth^  Knt.  Some  remaias 
of  the  bnildiiigs^  oomiirisltig  a  tower,  of  lofty  proportiomi,  are 
ttBltobeflfleii. 

The  tifrejf  Frkuy,  siteated  on  the  north  banks  of  tbe  riyer 
Boyae,  was  founded  in  the  13th  centnry,  either  by  tbe  fionily  of 
Dsfcy,  or  that  d  Plnnket.  This  monastery,  wbich  was  tike 
hcsd  of  a  wardeashqi,  was  refiormed  by  the  Obsenrantine  fnars  in 
151&  Tlie  bnildiogs,  and  the  wbole  of  the  possessions,  were 
granted  by  Henry  VIII.  to  Gerald  Aylmer. 

The  ^ugutAum  FrUarp  was  foanded  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
L  sad  probaMy  by  the  family  of  Brandon.  A  general  chapter  of 
the  Older  was  held  here,  in  1S59.  The  honse  and  its  appnrte- 
SMees  were  ganted,  at  the  dissoktion,  to  the  mayor  and  oorpo- 
ntion  of  Doogheda. 

There  were  also  two  foaadattons,  of  which  little  is  now  to  be 
sscertained,  accept  that  they  were  termed  the  hiom$e$of  Si,  Jame$ 
aad  Si.  Bemui, 

The  above  reUjpons  houses  were  all  situated  on  the  northern 
side  of  the  Boyne.  On  the  sooth  side  of  that  river,  and  in  the 
pert  of  Drogheda  which  is  comprised  in  the  oonnty  of  Meath, 
were  the  two  following  monastic  institntions. 

The  Priory,  or  Hotpital,  of  Si.  John,  for  the  order  of  cross- 
bearers  \  a  cell  to  the  priory  of  Kilmainham,  near  Doblin.  Walter 
de  Lacy,  in  the  reign  of  King  John,  was  a  great  benefiEbctor  to  this 
establishment,  and  is  nsnally  esteemed  its  fonndor.  This  hospital, 
tad  great  part  of  its  ample  possessions,  were  granted  by  Edward 
VI.  to  James  Sedgrave. 

The  CarmeUie  Friary,  founded  by  the  inhabitants  of  Drogheda 
to  the  honour  of  the  blessed  Virgin,  before  the  reign  of  the  second 
Edward.  The  remains  of  the  buildings  are  noticed  in  our  account 
of  St.  hfary's  Qiureh. 

The  archbishops  of  Armagh  had  formerly  a  palace  in  this  town, 
which  is  said,  in  the  additions  to  Camden,  to  have  been  built  by 
Ardibishop  Hampton,  between  the  years  1613,  and  1624. 

Drogheda  is  divided  into  the  two  parishes  of  St.  Peter  and 

u  2 


809  BEAUTIES  OF  IBBLAN*. 

St.  Mary^  the  ftrst  of  wliicli  is  on  the  northcro,  and  the  latler  od 
the  soothieED>  side  of  the  river  Boyae.* 

The  Church  of  St.  PeUr  is  a  large  and  respectable  stmetore, 
with  a  well-proportioned  spire*  erected  alter  the  designs  of  Mr. 
F.  Johnston.  It  is  recorded  by  Harris  that  the  steeple  of 
the  antient  chorcb  on  this  site>  ^'  supposed  to  be  the  highest  then 
in  the  world!  waa  thrown  down  by  a  violient  tempest,  which  hap* 
pened  aboat  midnight,  on  the  ^th  of  January » 1548 ."  In  Stuart's 
history  of  Armagh  we  are  told  that  a  provincial  synod  was  held 
in  this  chnrcliy  on  the  9th  of  Jane,  1460,  by  John  Bole,  abbot  of 
St.  Mary's  monastery,  at  Navan.  The  &mily  of  Moore,  Marquess 
of  Drogheda,  have  here  a  place  of  burial,  in  which  are  interred, 
among  other  members  of  that  nobfe  house,  Charles,  the  seoend 
visconnt,  distinguished  for  his  gallantry  in  defending  this  town  in 
the  civil  wars  of  the  17th  century,  who  was  killed  at  Portlester, 
in  Meath,  by  a  cannon-shot,  on  tlie  7th  of  August,  1643 ;  and  his 
wife,  Alice,  daughter  of  Adam  Loftus,  Vicount  Ely,  who  died  on 
tiie  13th  of  June,  1649. f 

*  In  the  MS.  coUectioni  ot  Sir  W.  Betham  it  is  noticed  that  the  pert 
Drogheda  situated  on  the  Meaitb  «ide  pf  the  Boyne,  ii^as formerly  governed 
by  a  Benescbal  and  commoDalty ,  dUtinct  from  the  government  of  the  Loath 
part  of  the  town.  It  appears  that  great  dissensions  frequently  arose  be- 
tween the  inhabitants  of  the  different  sides  of  the  river,  which  were  some- 
times productive  of  bloodshed.  From  the  annals  of  the  Dominican  Friary 
we  learn  that  Philip  Bennet,'  a  friar  of  that  house,  **  did,  en  Corpvt 
Chriati  day,  141S»  invite  the  insargents  of  both  sides>  first  to  a  aennoa  in 
St.  Peter's  church,  and  afterwards  to  partake  of  a  repast  In  the  nonastdry 
of  St.  Mary  Magdalen.  His  discourse,  which,  in  the  strongest  terma,  re- 
presented to  his  hearers  how  good  it  is  to  dwell  together  in  unity,  had  the 
happiest  eifects;  they  all  amicably  withdrew,  and  accepting  the  preacher's 
second  invitation ,  accompanied  him  to  his  monastery,  where  they  were  sump- 
tuously and  elegantly  entertained,  after  which  they  agreed,  jointly ,  to  tend 
supplicatory  letters  to  the  JKing  (King  Henry'  V.)  who  tberenpon  milted 
the  whole  into  one  city."    Archdall,  apud  Burke,  p.  203. 

f  The  death  of  this  lady  occurred  in  the  following  melancholy  manner. 
Entering  the  town  of  Drogheda,  on  horseback,  on  tbe  lOth  of  June,  1649, 
she  fainted,  and  fell  from  her  horse,  at  tbe  first  sight  of  St.  Peter's  church, 
in  which  her  tender  and  gallant  husband  lay  buried.    In  the  fall  she  broke 
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Tke  Omrck^Su  Mwry,  whkh  had  originaUj  i^lMrtaiMd  to 
the  Carmelite  FffU»y>  Mnk>  loiig.8iaeei  to  a  tUte  of  nttor  rain  i 
fimgmento  of  widl«»  and  a  square  toirbr ^  in  the  pointod  atyle,  con* 
stitaling  the  sole  memoriak  ol  its  fermer  extensi?e  prqpertiona 
and  airchitoctund  character.  On  the  decay  of  the  cborch>  a  chapd, 
finr  diTine  senriee^  was  cooatnicted  aoudat  the  miiu;.  hot  a  new 
church  has  been  lately  erected  for  the  aae  of  this  {lariah,  with  the 
ttd  of  WO/,  given,  and  500/.  lent^  hy  the  Boaid  of  JFSntFniitt. 
TheteiMiag  was  eompleted  in  l8iO« 

Ifeoh  the  greater  part  of  the  popdlation  of  Drogheda  is  olthe 
Romaa  Catholic  i^ersaaslon^  and  theie  are  sereral  Roman  Catholie 
chapela,  and  establishments  comiog  nnder  the  denoaunatioo  of 
monasteries  and  nunneries .  The  chq>el  of  St.  Bster  is  a  spacious 
aad  haadaome  stnictare>  bnilt  after  the  designs  of  FVaacis  John* 
ston,  Esq.* 

This  is  a  place  of  considerable  trade.  The  river  Boyne  (hefee 
erossed  by  a  bridge,  coounttnieating  between  theLooth  and  MeaUi 
sides  of  the  town)  is  navigable  np  to  the  qvay,  for  vessels  of  mode* 
nte  burthen^  althongh  this  is  a  bar-harbonr.    A  navigable  caaaly 


bw  leg,  near  the  foot  i  and  a  nortification  entuingy  the  died  three  days 
tfterwardsy  at  stated  in  the  text,  and  was  interred  by  the  side  of  her  lord. 
*  The  abbey  of  Dominican  nuns  at  this  place  was  established  about 
tte  year  17S2,  in  consequence  of  an  application  made  to  the  court  of 
Rene  hy  Dr.  Mac  Mnbon,  R.  C.  Archbishop  of  Armagh.  Catbarbie  Finn- 
ket  was  appeiatad  the  first  piiorais;.  Many  fenalasy  of  ^eryratpjBctaUe 
lunittssy  have  hese  received  edacatioaf.  and  several*  af^er  a  regnlar  non 
▼itiate»bave  taken  the  veil.^  In  Stuarft  hUtor^  ofjtmagh  it  is  remarked 
that  the  head  of  Dr.  Oliver  Plnnket,  R.  C.  Primate  of  Ireland,  '*  even 
yet  adorned  with  silvery- coloured  hair,  and  the  features  still  retaining  the 
ebaracter  of  the  archbishop's  countenance,*'  is  preserved  in  this  nunnery,, 
with  religious  care.  It  wUl  be  recollected  that  Dr.  Plunket  was  executed 
atTybnm,  June  let,  1681,  on  the  accusation  of  being  concerned  In^a 
plot,  wUch  does  not  appear,  on  a  dispassionate,  but,  alas  I  toe  tardy, 
investigation,  to  have  had  any  real  existence*  In  the  same  nunnery  are 
a  few  interesting  portraits,  including  that  of  Br.  Bnrfce-,  or  De  Burgh,, 
titular  bishop  of  Ossory,  and  author  of  Bihemica  Dominieana,  which 
writer  and  hook  we  have  before  mentioned  In  our  account  ef  the  cHy  Mf 
Kilkenny. 
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istod  by  tJia  same  liter,  proceeds  hence  to  Naves ;  tliee  fiMtfi" 
Uting  the  mterchaage  between  He  corn,  and  other  markets,  aad 
the  interior  of  the  cooutry  •  Drogfaeda,  which  lies  nearly  opposite 
to  liverpool,  is  one  of  the  principal  marts  for  com  in  Irdaad. 
Indeed,  most  of  the  commeroe  of  the  fertile  connties  of  Meath  and 
Lonthis  carried  on  throngh the  medium  of  this  port.  Theexports 
chiefly  consist  of  grain;  floor;  dowlas  and  coarse  linen ;  spri- 
tooos  liqnorj  live  cattle;  and  provisions  of  vaiioos  kinds.  He 
imports  are  principally,  groceries;  coals ;  deab;  porter;  inm, 
and  hardware.  Here  are,  ako,  licensed  distilleries,  worked  on  a 
large  scale.  The  provision  market  is  well  snppKed  with  fish,  and 
other  artides  for  the  table. 

The  oom-market  is  a  spacioas  and  eligible  Iraildiag, 
designed  by  F.  Johnston,  Esq.  As  other  stroctores  devoted  to 
pnblic  OSes,  amy  be  noticed  the  Tholsel,  and  large  bamidEB  Ibr 
in£uitry.  Here  are  almshovses,  fenaded  aad  endowed  by  Dr. 
Hvgh  Bonlter,  archbishop  of  Armagh,  for  the  liberal  purpose  ef 
maintaining  the  widows  of  poor  clergymen.  An  anmial  elipsnd 
was,  likewise,  bestowed  by  the  founder,  for  providing  apprentios- 
fees  for  the  children  of  the  widowed  inmates  of  thb  asylnm.  Is 
this  town  is,  abo,  one  of  the  schools  founded  by  Erasmus  SnddL 

This  borough  sends  one  member  to  the  imperial  parliament, 
who  is  elected,  without  the  interference  of  any  predominating  inflv 
ence,  by  freemen  and  freeholders,  ft  is  internally  governed  by  s 
mayor;  recorder;  two  sherifls;  atown  derk;  mayor  of  the  stapls; 
two  justices  of  the  peace ;  two  coroners,  and  a  law  agent.*  Dng' 
heda  gives  the  title  of  marquess,  earl,  and  viscount,  in  the  peersgs 
of  Ireland,  to  the  family  of  Moore. 

*  The  corpontion  of  Drogfaeda  attaioed  coaiiderable  millUry  dirtinc- 
tioB  ia  the  reign  of  Bdward  lY .  In  an  oagageMeBt  which  took  place  at 
Malpas  bridge,  the  Mayor  of  Drogheda,  at  the  head  of  500  archers,  aad 
SOO  men  armed  with  pole-azee,  assisted  in  tlie  defeat  of  O'Reilly  and  his 
confederates,  who  had  committed  great  ravages  in  the  connty  of  Loslh. 
In  commemoration  of  this  signal  piece  of  servicot  King  Edward  gave  te 
the  town  of  Drogheda  a  sword,  to  be  carried  before  the  Mayor,  aad  the 
sum  of  80/.  a  year/er  Ks  mafa/enance. 
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Aa  eadnent  Mlifctof  Drogheda  maybe  meationed  thefoUowiag 
twi>  wdbtian,  wImmo  works  are  noticed,  among  those  of  other 
'*  vrkers  of  Irehmd,"  in  the  second  volnmeof  Ware's  Antiqaitaesi 
edited  by  Harris. — fF^am  of  Drogh§da,  a  writer  on  civil  law, 
who  reoeiTed  his  education  at  Oxford,  and^as  living  in  the  year 
I860.  Jamei  MUm,  who  was  bom  in  this  town,  became  a  Francis- 
can  friar,  and  lived  for  some  time  in  the  Irish  college  at  Rome, 
whence  he  removed. to  Naples,  where  he  died  in  1689.  He  was 
author  of  two  reli^ons  works,  and  also  published  a  book  on  the 
art  of  mosic. 

The  number  of  houses  and  inhabitants,  according  to  the  returns 
auide  in  181S,  was  as  follows.  Housea  3,086,  inhabitants 
16,183.  The  number,  as  returned  in  1821,  was,  houses,  3,463, 
inhalutants,  18,118.  Thus,  according  to  these  statements,  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  inhabitants,  between  the  years  1813 
and  1881,  has  been  1,995. 

On  the  banks  of  the  River  Boyne,  to  the  west  of  Drogheda, 
was  fought  the  important  battle  between  the  armies  of  King  Wil- 
linm  III,  and  King  James  II,  which  is  denominated  after  the  river 
on  whose  borders  it  took  place,  and  is  known,  throughout  Europe, 
under  the  name  of  the  Battlb  of  thb  Boynb.  On  the  northern 
Margin  ot  the  river,  at  the  distance  of  rather  more  than  two  miles 
bom  Drogfaeda,  is  a  stately  obelisk,  eommemorative  of  that  event. 
Hue  fine  pillar  (of  which,  with  the  adjacent  scenery,  we  present 
an  engraved  view)  is  composed  of  stone,  and  is  about  150  feet  in 
height.  On  the  dies  of  the  square  pedestal  are  the  inscriptions 
copied  beneath.*  The  obelisk  is  founded  on  a  rock,  that  rises 
abruptly  from  die  river,  and  presents  a  site  peculiarly  happy  for  a 

*  Sacred  to  tlie  ^orions  memory  of  King  William  tbe  Third,  who*  on 
<lra  Itt  of  Joljy  1690,  paised  the  river,  near  thli  place,  to  attack  James 
the  Second,  at  the  head  of  a  popiih  army,  advantaf eoasly  posted  on  the 
lonth  side  of  it|  and  did  on  that  day,  by  a  BucceMfal  battle,  tecare  to  ut 
and  to  ovr  posterity,  onr  liberty,  laws  and  religion. 

In  consequence  of  this  action,  James  the  Second  left  this  kingdom, 
and  fled  to  France.    Thismemorialof  oar  deliverance  was  erected  in  tlie 
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of  <Msl6br«lioii J  98  it  affinrds » in  itMlf >  •»  eaklkm  of  saKdifjr 
9nA  peipeftuUy.  At  the  back  of  the  pillar  the  river-benks  avt 
acdivitooa,  and  the  safroandiog  Bceaery^.pre^piaiit  with hieUirical: 
iaddeat,  is. of  a  picteresque  and  attractive  character. 

The  mind  is  suliject  to  a  crowd  of  reftections'on  viewiiig  tfar 
aeene  0f  this  celebrated  battle,  upon  the  issue  of  whkh^  assacsdly 
depended  the  temporary  fortones  of  a  nation,  and,  perhaps,  the 
moral  and  political  state  of  a  long  succession  of  unborn  ages.  In 
oor  notice  of  this  ereDtfal  action  we  refrain  froan  encroaching  mi 
the  province  of  the  regular  historian,  and  merely  pvrsne  the 
track  of  the  contending  parties,  wiUi  a  view  of  p«nntisg  oof  the 
l0^0jiiie8  of  the  c<mflict,  for  the  satisfaction  of  thecorions  ezaniner. 
It  will,  however,  be  expected  that  we  notice  the  dedsive  tcanaac-^ 
tions  of  the  day^  and  assemble  in  oar  pages  some  anecdotes  of  pMK 
ninent  interest. 

When  King  James  received  intelligence  at  Dnblin,  in  the  month 
of  Jone,  1690,  that  King  Willitfn  III.  was  landed  k  Irelawi,  and 
was  on  his  inarch  against  him,  he  quitted  the  metropolis,  at  the 
head  of  six  thousand  veteran  French  troops,  to  join  the  rest  ol  his 
forces,  which  had  drawn  from  Dnndalk  and  Ardee  nearer  to  tiK 
d^ital.  Their  camp  was  situated  on  the  sonthem,  or  county  of 
Meath,  side,  of  the  river  Boyne,  having  the  town  of  Drogheda, 
which  was  possessed  by  the  friends  of  James,  at  a  short  dis- 
tance on  its  right.  It  extended  in  two  lines  npon  the  borders  of 
the  river,  with  a  morass  on  the  left,  that  was  difficult  of  passage. 
The  banks  of  the  river  were  ragged  thronghont  the  chief  pavt  of 


Ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Second*  the  first  itone 

laid  by  Lionel  Sackville,  Duke  of  Dorset,  Lord-Lieutenant  of  (he  king' 

dom  of  Ireland,  1736. 

This  monument  was  erected  by  he  grateful  contribution  of  several 
Protestants  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.— Reinhard,  Duke  of  Schox- 
BERG,  in  passing  this  river  died,  bravely  fighting  in  defence  of  liberty.— 
First  of  July,  MDCXC. 

The  circumstance  of  the  first  stone  of  the  monument  having  been  laid 
by  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  is  also  recorded  in  four  Latin  lines,  placed  beneath 
the  inscription  of  the  principal  compartment. 


[UtlNSTER.}  CaUKTT  Of    LO0T0.  Mf 


tkeir  lio6i  and.ti*  fords^  which  lay  Erectly  before  thecunpi  wef^e 
deep,  and  :daa;iger0as.  The  banks  were  ako  prelected  with  breaet* 
worJES)  aad  maay  ^hedges  and  huts  of  peasantry  were  f&Toarable  te ' 
the  defensire  operations  of  infantry.  On  their  rear  were  the  vil* 
lagOj  and  large  but  roinovs^  chnrcb  of  Doieekj  beyond  which  was 
a  pass>  well  calculated  for  the  purposes  of  aretreating  army.  Thus 
was  their  position  highly  advantageon8>  in  every  point  of  view. 

King  WiUiam  encamped  on  the  opposite  banks^  at  the  distance 
of  aboQt  three  miles  to  the  eastward  of  the  bridge  of  81ane.  Whilst 
his  troops  were  encamping^  a  shot  of  the  enemy  had  nearly  proved 
fatal  to  the  kiqg.  Desiroos  of  obtaining  a  near  and  accurate  view 
of  his  ppponents^  William  advanced,  with  some  officers^  to  a  rising 
ground,  about  two  hundred  paces  to  the  west  of  the  ford  before 
the  village  of  Old  Bridge,  and  nearly  opposite  to  the  western  ^tre- 
xnity  of  the  enemy's  camp.  He  remained  seated  on  this  elevation 
for  the  greater  part  of  an  hoar.  But  his  moUona  had  not  been 
nnheeded,  and  a  party  of  about  forty  horse  appeared  in  a  ploughed 
field  on  the  opposite  side,  concealing  in  their  centre  two  field- 
peioes,  which  they  placed,  unobserved,  at  the  comer  of  a  hedge. 
At  the  instant  of  his  remounting,  one  of  the  field  pieces  was  dis- 
charged, and  the  shot  killed  a  man  and  two  horses,  very  near  his 
pdraon.  The  second  discharge  almost  immediately  succeeded,  and 
the  ball  grazing  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  rose,  and  passed  across  his 
right  shoulder,  tearing  his  coat  and  slightly  injuring  the  flesh.  His 
attendants  crowded  round  him,  and  a  general  shout  of  triumph  was 
raised  in  the  Irish  camp,  under  a  persuasion  that  he  had  fallen. 
William,  however,  treated  his  wound  with  indifference,  and  after- 
wards rode  through  his  camp,  and  dined  in  the  field.  But  it  was 
not  without  some  pain  and  difficulty  that  he  at  first  used  his  s4^ord, 
on  the  following  busy  day. 

At  about  the  hour  of  nine  at  night.  King  William  called  a  council 
of  war,  in  which  he  declared  his  intention  of  crossing  the  river  and 
attacking  the  enemy.  The  Duke  of  Schonberg,  with  whom  caution 
was  a  characteristic,  endeavoured  to  dissuade  his  majeety  from  n 
measure  so  bold  and  full  of  hazard^  considering  the  strength  of  the 
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i^s  be  giined  the  opposite  bAhks  he  addrefised  to  the  brok^  Mfn* 

gneiiots  these  words,  the  l&sl he  uttered :  '^  Allons,  messiears }  voilt 

V08  pefseGatears."    Come  on,  gentlemen!  Tkere  (pototingtoscmie 

f  egiments  of  papist  French)  are  your  penecutors.    The  Irish  horse 

after  their  soccessfol  attack  of  the  Bugneoots,  were  tfaemeelfes 

broken,  and  chiefly  cut  to  pieces^  in  the  vitinity  of  OM  firid^, 

by  the  Da  teh  and  Enniskilieners.    The  small  reeidne  of  this  party, 

aboQt  sixteen  in  nomber,  escaping,  ^ith  fiirions  haste,  from  the 

slaaghter,  were  mistaken  for  friends  by  the  Hognenots,  and  wcvs 

accordingly  suffered  to  pasa.    In  passing  they  gave  the  dnke  two 

wounds ^on  the  head,  neither  of  which,  however,  was  of  a  serions 

nature.   But  his  own  men,  detecting  tbdr  error^  rashly  fired  opoa 

the  Irish  whilst  still  entangled  in  the  skirmish,  andoneof  their  balis 

atrack  the  doke  either  in  the  head  or  neck,  and  caused  his  imiiie* 

diate  death.*    About  the  same  time  feU,  in  another  part  of  the 

Add,  Walker,  distinguished  for  his  enthasiastac  bravery.  nAe 

defence  of  Londonderry. 

King  William,  accompanied  by  the  Prince  of  Denmark,. passed 
the  river,  with  the  left  wing  of  the  horse,  consisting  of 
English,  Dutch,  and  Danes,  at  a  ford  little  more  than  one 
mile  to  the  west  of  Drogheda.    This  was  a  dangerous  pass, 

and  the  disorder  of  the  French,  spread  a  general  alarm,  and  the  want  of 
cavalry  struck  the  minds  even  of  the  peasants^  who  were  but  spectators  of 
the  battle,  so  forcibly,  that  a  general  cry  of  ^  Horse  I  Horse  /**  was  sud- 
denly rabed,  was  mistaken  for  an  order  to  "  Halt***'  surprised  and  eoA- 
founded  the  centre,  was  conveyed  to  the  right  wiagi  and  for  «  while  re-^ 
tarded  their  pursuit*'    Lei.  Hist.  v.  iii.  p.  566» 

*  The  Duke  of  Schonberg,  or  Schomberg,  was  in  the  eight  j-iecoad  year 
of  his  age,  when  he  thus  unfortunately  felU  QUO  hour  too  sooni  for  his 
gallant  spirit  would  have  been  resigned  on  a  genial  bed,  if  he  had  expired 
amidst  the  shouts  of  victory.  The  greater  part  of  his  lengthened  life  Ind 
been  papsed  in  war  i  and  Caillemote,  who  fell  in  the  same  gloffioui  day 
bad  been  the  constant  follower  of  bis  fortunes  and  iHead  of  his  person. 
In  regard  to  the  mistake  wUcb  led  to  the  death  of  the  duke^  it  may  not  be 
superfluous  to  observe  that  it  appears  to  have  proceeded  from  a  select  of 
the  precautionary  order  of  King  William,  who  had  directed  Us  men  each 
to  wear  the  distinguishing  badge  of  a  green  bough,  or  sprigi  in  the  hat  or 
cap.  The  men  on  the  side  of  James  worey  in  their  bats,  piecM  of  #Hlr 
paper. 
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and  the  laadiDg  so  Affieok  tliat  tbe  korse  on  which  he  rode  could 
not  gain  a  ready  footing;  and,  dusmountlog,  he  receiTed  the 
asnstanoe  of  his  attendants* 

Kbg  JameSj  throaghont  this  eventful  day,  was  stationed  on  the 
lull  of  Donoroj  distant  from  Drogheda  two  miles  towards  the  sonth- 
west.  Here^  snrronnded  by  his  guards^  he  stood  as  a  spectator 
rather  than  a  general,  whilst  the  crown  of  three  kingdoms  was  the 
sobject  of  contest  between  two  great  armies. 

When  King  WtiHam  had  secnrely  reaicbed  the  hostile  bank  of 
tbe  river^  he  rode  to  the  head  of  his  sqnadrons^  and  presented  to 
them  the  animating  spectacle  of  a  royal  general,  prepared^  with 
sword  in  hand^  to  share  in  aU  their  dangers.  The  main  body  of 
tke  Irish  retreated  towards  Donore  $  but  there  (the  very  name  of 
Idog  proTing  a  **  tower  of  strength")  they  faced  abont,  for  the 
protection  of  the  quiescent  James^  then  standing  in  perO  on  the 
hill;  and  charged  with  so  much  fary  that  the  EngKsh  were  obliged 
to  give  ground.  Wflliam,  preserring  perfect  equanimity  in  all 
fortunes^  rode  up  to  the  Enniskilleners,  and^  with  the  brevity  of  a 
soldier  at  a  moment  of  exigency,  asked  them  "  whai  they  itonid  do 
fir  kim  P'*  Their  chief  officer  explained  to  them  that  it  was  the 
Idng  who  proposed  to  head  them ;  and,  advancing  with  alacrity, 
they  proved  themselves  to  be  men  worthy  of  snch  a  leader.  After 
receiving  with  them  the  enemy's  fire,  William,  who  was  seen  in 
nearly  every  part  of  the  field,  led  up  other  troops,  anxious  to  inspire 
all  wi^  a  portion  of  his  own  thirst  for  glory.* 

The  event  of  the  day  is  well  known.  After  many  of  those 
varieties  of  fortune  that  are  common  to  every  field,  in  which  the 
nambers  and  courage  of  the  contending  parties  bear  any  resem- 
blance of  equality,  the  Irish  infantry  were  finally  repulsed.  Ha- 
milton, an  officer  of  great  bravery  and  skill,  made  a  last  and  des- 

*  Some  idea  of  the  turmoil  and  perils  of  a  heady  fight  may  be  conveyed 
by  an  anecdote,  showing  a  danger  to  which  the  king  was  subject  at  this 
period  of  the  conflict.  Whilst  mingling  in  the  thickest  part  of  the  battle, 
one  of  his  own  soldiers,  ignoraiit  of  his  person,  presented  a  pistol  at  his 
bead.  William  calmly  put  the  weapoji  aside,  and  said,  "  What!  do  not 
yoa  know  your  friends!'* 
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peimte  eflfort^  at  the.head  of  «ome  troops  of  lione;  hot  his  foree 
WM  rooted  and  himself  taken  prisoner.*  Informed  by  those  abont 
him  that  he  was  in  danger  of  beiog  sorronnded^  Jamea  now  iputted 
DoDore>  and  retired  to  Dskek^  at  the  head  of  Sarsfidd'a  regiment. 
Hm  army  fdlowed,  and  effected  a  retreat>  allowed  by  all  to  be 
admirably  oondncted^  through  the  pass  of  Doleek.  The  loes  of 
the  Irish  was  said  to  have  been  1500,  and  that  of  the  king*8  army 
not  more  than  600.  It  is  obvioas  that  great  bravery^  if  not  eqnal 
steadiness,  was  displayed  by  the  defeated  power;  and  posterity 
will  long  remember  the  snbseqnent  speech  of  Sarsfield,  aa  recorded 
byBnmet:  *'Ckmgeimgr9,(mdMfewouUjtfkiikebaiiiemf0rag^ 

From  the  above  brief  narrativeit  willbe  apparent  that  the  action 
extended  from  the  bridge  and  village  of  8iane,  on  the  west,  to  the 
Immediate  vicinity  of  the  town  of  Drogheda,  in  an  opposite  direc- 
tion i  a  distance  of  abont  seven  miles.  The  river  has  here  a  wind- 
ing, or  U^nons,  coarse.  Many  remains  of  earth-works,  and  other 
traces  of  military  operations,  are  still  to  be  seen,  at  several  points 
occapied  by  the  opposed  armies. 

Within  the  eonnty  of  Lonth,  and  in  the  neighboarhood  of  the 
tract  in  which  the  above  far-famed  battle  raged  with  its  greatest 
fierceness,  are  now  the  handsome  mansion  and  smiling  demesne  of 
Mr.  Balfoor.  This  seat  is  termed  Townjlby  Hall,  and  is  distant 
from  Drogheda  abont  three  miles.  The  house,  which  is  cased 
with  beantiful  stone,  and  contains  many  spadons  apartments,  was 
erected  abont  the  year  I7d5,  after  the  designs  of  Francis  Johnston, 
Esq.    The  grounds  are  well  planted,  and  in  high  preservation. 

BsAuitWU,  sometimes  written  Bbwly,  sitoated  near  the  month 

*  When  Hamilton  was  brong btbefbre  William,  aia  priionor,  the  fcinf 
asked  him  whether  the  Irieh  woald  fight  any  more  ?  "  Upon  m  j  honoar/' 
replied  this  faithlem  emissary,  <'  I  belie?e  they  will.'*  The  kia^  looked 
on  him  contemptuously,  but  made  no  other  answer  than  the  bitter  com- 
ment, *<  Your  honour  I  Your  honour  !**  It  will  be  recollected  that  Hamil- 
ton had  treacherously  betrayed  the  trust  reposed  in  him  by  King  William, 
by  whom,  at  his  own  iuTestigation,  he  was  commissioned  to  negotiate  with 
Tyrconnel,  then  lord  deputy  in  the  interest  of  James. 
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of  tke  river  Boyae,  bI  the  dieta&oe  of  two  mike  firom  Drogkeda, 
aibrded  a  seel  to  the  distiegauhed  family  of  Plonket^  or  Plniikett> 
at  a  period  aetecedent  to  4lie  entry  of  the  Ajiglo-Normans,  and 
formed  the  conetaot  ree^jdeece^  in  many  after  agea^  of  the  elder 
branch  of  that  family.  It  has  been  supposed  that  the  house  of 
Plonket  is  of  Danish  extraction^  but  no  record  exists  to  prove  the 
time  at  which  the  family  first  entered  Ireland.  John  Plnnket, 
anoertor  of  Lord  Donsany/waa  seated  at  BeauUen,  and  died  here> 
in  1083.  His  descendant^  also  named  John,,  together  with  Alicia 
his  wiHe,  obtained  a  licence  of  mortmain,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
III. -to  grant  a  plot  of  gronnd  as  the  site  for  a  chnrch  to  be  founded 
at  Beanlien^  with  an  attached  burial  ground.  That  church  having 
suk  beneath  the  wear  of  years,  a  new  straetare  has  been  secently 
erected,  with  the  aid  of  600/.  given  for  that  purpose  by  the  Board 
of  First  Fruits.  It  is  observed,  by  Mr.  Lodge.aud  his  continnator^ 
thst  ''  the  numerous  branches  of  this  family  have  extended  into 
many  parts  of  the  kingdom  (particularly  the  coonties  of  Meath, 
DttbliUj  and  Louth)  and  participated  in  almost  every  honour  whidi 
tlie  crown  could  bestow.*'  In  our  account  of  Eastmeath  we  have 
observed  that  there  are  now  seated  in  that  district,  two  branches 
of  tUs  antient  family,  ennobled  by  the  titles  of  Earl  of  Fingall 
aad  Baron  of  Dunsany.  In  this  county  we  have  also  to  notice  a 
third  branch  partaking  of  the  peerage,  namely  Plunket,  Bartm  of 
Lauii. 

The  village  of  Tufxckan,  or  Tsbmon-fsckan,  distant  from 
Droghedafour  miles^  towards  the  N.E.  is  situated  on  a  small  liver, 
which  takes  its  rise  in  this  part  of  the  county,  and  enters  the  Irish 
sea  at  a  short  distance  from  the  village.  A  monastery  was  founded 
We,  aa  is  believed,  in  the  year  665;  but  scarcely  any  traces  of  its 
bistory  are  now  to  be  discovered,  A  nunnery  was,  likewise, 
foanded  at  this  place,  by  the  M'Mahons,  for  regular  canonesses, 
under  the  invocation  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  The  prioress  and  nuns 
were  confirmed  in  their  possessions  by  a  bull  of  Pope  Celestine  III. 
dated  in  the  year  1195.  This  nunnery  was  surrendered  in  the 
thirty-third  of  Henry  VIII.    The  principal  interest  of  the  village 


904-  BIAUTIBS  OF  IRBLAWD. 

arises  trom  tbe  moaklerifig  rains  of  its  castle,  wlifchwas  formerly 
the  occasiomd  residence  of  the  archbtsbops  of  Armagh .  The  time 
at  which  this  castdlated  edifice  was  erected,  does  not  appear; 
hnt,  from  the  remains,  which  comprise  a  large  tower,  of  square 
proportions,  and  a  circalar  turret,  forming  part  of  the  ont-works, 
it  was  evidently  calculated  for  defence  as  well  as  primatial  dignity. 
Soch,  indeed,  was  the  character  of  many  episcopal  palaces  itt  the 
middle  ages  of  Irish  and  British  history ;  instances  of  which  occur 
stt  Swords,  in  this  eoontry,  and  Durham,  in  the  north  of  England. 
The  archbishops  asually  resided  here  for  three  months  in  the  year. 
The  great  Usbbr  was  the  last  primate  who  honoured  this  palace 
with  his  presence ;  and,  since  the  time  of  that  distinguished  pre- 
late, the  buildings  have  sunk  into  a  state  of  unheeded  decay.  In 
the  neighbourhood  are  vest^es  of  many  other  casteHateddwellingSi 
of  inferior  magnitude* 

At  Drumshailon,  distant  three  miles  from  I>rogheda,  towards 
ibe  north,  St.  Patrick  founded  a  monastery  for  canons  regniar. 
The  parochial  Church  was  afterwards  erected  on  part  of  its  eite. 

Mbllifont  Abbey»  distant  four  miles  and  a  half  from  Drog- 
lieda,  towards  the  north-west,  was  formerly  one  of  the  most  cele- 
brated monastic  foundations  in  this  part  of  Ireland,  and  was  after- 
wards distingnished  as  the  principal  seat,  for  many  ages,  of  the 
Moore  family,  baron»  of  MelUfant,  and  earls  of  Drogheda,  since 
exalted  to  a  marquisate  in  the  Irish  peerage.  Although  few  indi- 
cations now  remain  of  its  antient  grandeur,  the  history  of  this  place 
occupies  80  prominent  a  station  in  the  topographical  annals  of  the 
county  of  Louth,  that  the  fallen  fortunes  of  its  monastic  turrets 
and  baronial  halls  demand  an  ample  investigation. 

The  Abbey  of  Mellifont  was  founded  by  Donough  0*CarroI, 
Prince  of  Uriel,  for  Cistertian  monks,  in  the  year  1142.  The  first 
inmates  were  sent  by  St.  Bernard,  from  his  own  abbey  of  Clair- 
vaux.  The  consecration  of  the  church,  in  1157j  was  attended 
with  very  impressive  solemnities.  The  Archbishop  of  Armagh, 
then  apostolic  legate,  and  many  princes  and  bishops  were  present. 
On  this  occasion  DervorgUla,  the  faithless  wife  of  Dermod,  King 
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of  Le&mter,  atteaded  pervonally^  to  express  shame  and  repentaaoe 
fpr  li^  miacoiidiict  id  the  early  part  of  life.  Here,  solicitiiig  for- 
giwness  of  her  injiiyed  ooiintry«  she  knelt  at  the  altar,  and  made 
a  penitential  offeriag  of  sixty  ounces  of  gold,  a  golden  chalice,  and 
rich  paraments^  which  were  laid  by  her  on  the  nine  altars  of  the 
church.    She  subsequently  took  the  veil,  and  died  here  in  1193. 

Hugh  de  Lacy  was  an  eminent  benefactor  to  this  house,  and 
the  abbot  and  monks  were  confirmed  in  their  large  possessions  by 
Henry  H.,  and  several  succeeding  kings.  The  abbot  wa8«  lord 
of  parliament,  and  the  intrigues  and  disputes,  for  possession  of 
the  chair  of  abbacy,  proceeded  to  such  an  extremity^  in  the  early 
part  of  the  I4th  century,  that,  A.  D.  1306,  the  temporalities  were 
sraed  into  the  hands  of  the  king.  In  1SS8,  it  was  determined 
that  no  person  should  be  admitted  as  a  member  of  this  abbey, 
before  he  had  made  oath  that  he  was  not  of  English  descent. 
Such  a  revulsion,  however,  took  place  in  the  tide  of  politics,  before 
the  expiration  of  the  same  century,  that,  in  1380,  it  was  enacted 
by  parliament  that  no  mere  Irishman  should  be  allowed  to  make 
bis  profession  in  this  abbey. 

Among  the  illustrious  persons  here  interred,  were  Donough 
O^Carrol,  the  founder,  \16&',  Murcbard  0*Carrol,  prince  of 
Uriel,  1189  5  Thomas  0*Conor,  archbbhop  of  Armagh,  1901; 
Lncaa  Netterville,  archbtsho)>  of  Armagh,  1327$  and  David  0*Bro- 
gan^  bishop  of  Clogher,  who  had  been  a  monk  of  this  abbey,  12d7- 

Richard  Center,  the  last  abbot,  surrendered  the  abbey  in  1540, 
and  retired  on  a  pension  of  40/.  per  annum.  A  lease  of  the  dis- 
solved abbey,  and  its  extensive  possessions  in  this  county,  was 
granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  Sir  Edward  Moore ;  and  the  same 
were  afterwards  granted,  in  fee,  to  his  son.  Sir  Gerald,  or  €rar* 
rettj  the  first  Lord  Moore.  Sir  Edward  fixed  his  residence  at 
M^^Uifont,  and  converted  the  abbey  buildings,  with  additions,  into 
a  spacioos  and  defensible  mansion,  in  which  his  descendants  con- 
tinned  to  reside  until  their  removal  to  Monasterevan,  in  the  county 
of  IBldare. 

The  lord  deputy  and  council,  in  their  estimate  of  the  fine  to 
be  paid  by  Sir  Edward,  in  consideration  of  his  lease,  observes, 

vol..  II.  X 


S06  BBAUTIBS  OF  IRSIiAKD. 

that  tMs  houte,  itandmg  upon  the  Ituh  country ,  wtu  ehttrgHAU  to 
defend.  From  its  situation  on  the  borders  of  Ulster^  it  was,  indeed^ 
exposed  to  frequent  attacks  from  the  natives  and  discontented 
party  in  that  quarter.  But  Sir  Edward  Mooreliad  entered  Irehmdi 
in  the  time  of  Elizabeth,  as  a  soldier  of  fortune.  He  had  borne  a 
ebhspicuous  share  in  the  wars  of  that  era,  and  was  contented  with 
residing  in  a  garrisoned  mansion,  surrounded  by  the  lineaments  of 
warfare,  so  that  he  lived  in  splendid  plenty,  with  the  flatteringf 
▼tew  of  becoming  founder  of  a  house.  Some  idea  may  be  formed 
respecting  the  character  of  his  isolated  enjoyments^  and  the  gloon 
of  his  territorial  dignity,  when  we  observe,  in  the  words  of  hli 
femily  pedigree,  that,  in  1599>  he  and  Sir  Franele  Stafford  wen 
the  only  English  houeekeepere  in  the  county  of  Louth ;  all  the  kmA 
being  wasted  by  the  Ulster  rebels. 

Sir  Gerald,  or  Garrett,  Moore,  son  of  the  above  knight,  sec- 
ceeded  his  father  at  Mellifont,  and  here  received^  in  March,  1608 
(the  juncture  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  death)  the  submiasion  of  Tyrtmei 
which  was  afterwards  renewed  to  King  James  I.  by  that  tufbo- 
lent  commander.  For  this  and  other  services,  he  was,  in  1616, 
created  Baron  Moore,  of  Mellifont,  In  1621,  he  was  fbrtber 
advanced  in  the  Irish  peerage,  by  the  title  of  Viscount  Moore,  of 
Drogheda. 

We  have  already  noticed  the  gallantry  with  which  Chirks, 
the  second  viscount,  assisted  in  the  defence  of  Drogheda,  in  the 
wars  under  King  Charles  I.,  and  the  unfortunate  death  of  thit 
nobleman,  from  a  cannon  shot.  On  Sunday,  the  !24th  of  NoTember, 
1641,  whilst  his  lordship  was  absent  from  home,  on  the  military 
business  of  the  tftate,  his  house  of  Mellifont  was  suddenly  beset 
by  1300  rebels,  who  succeeded  in  entering,  after  experiAicing  t 
vigorous  resistance,  in  which  the  besieged  expended  thmrlast 
flask  of  powder.  The  garrison  consisted  of  no  more  than  twenty-foor 
musketeers,  and  fifteen  horsemen,  the  latter  of  whomcut  thdr  w»y 
through  the  enemy,  and  reached  Drogheda.  The  musketeers 
yielded  no  quarter ;  but  twenty-eight  persons,  in  the  whole,  were 
destroyed,  when  the  rebels  rushed  Into  the  mansion.  Onehondred 
and  twenty  of  the  assailants  fell  during  the  attack. 
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Of  thit  splendid  abbey,  and  tpadoiia  defenaible  mansion, 
scaffosly  enough  vestiges  now  remain  to  *^  point  a  moral  or  adc^m 
a  Isle.'*  Tke  balls  in  Which  the  lords  Moore  banqoetted^  with 
th^r  military  reteiners  and  armed  gnests,  are  levelled  with  the 
l^een-sward,  and  thw  iorjp(Br  existence  is  to  be  ascertained  only 
by  the  page  of  history^  and  the  lingering  tales  of  tradition.  Some 
traces  of  walls  and  towers,  denoting  mnch  former  strength,  are» 
however,  still  visible.  Of  the  religions  buildings,  the  remains  are 
nkn^st  eqnallgr  few  and  hnrable.  The  corions  examiner  looks  in 
vain  for  the  site  of  that  altar  at  which  DervwrgUla  shed  repentant 
teacs^  and,  kneeling,  offered  her  chalice  of  gold  and  rich  paraments ! 
Some  fragments  of  a  cbapd,  having  a  groined  roof,  may  yet  be 
seen  \*  and,  ai^oining  those  rains,  is  a  singular  structure,  in  rather 
better  preservation.  This  was  an  octangular  building,  with  an 
arched  entrance  at  each  face.  A  considerable,  part  of  this  fabric 
in  now  demolished,  and  it  is  difficult,  from  the  remainder,  to  con- 
jecture its  former  appropriation.  An  engravbg  of  the  building, 
in  a  more  perfect  state  than  at  present,  is  given  by  Wright^ 
in  the  Lonthiana.  That  author  informs  us,  that  it  was  locally 
called  an  octagonal  bttik,  but  justly  remarks,  that  it  most  likely 
constituted  a  baptistery.  Mr.  Archdall  asserts  that  there  was  a 
cistern  on  the  top,  from  which  water  was  conveyed^  by  means  of 
pipes,  to  different  offices  in  the  abbey. 

At  MoNASTKUBOiCE,  distaut  from  Drogheda  about  three  miles, 
are  some  ruins,  of  a  very  interesting  character.  An  abbey  was 
founded  at  this  place  by  St.  Boetius,  who  died  in  the  year  521. 
Two  former  professprs  are  recorded,  ^  persons  eminently  skilled 
in  the  science  of  antiquities.  These  were  F/<m,  who  died  in  105!2 ; 
and  Fkn  Mainisdreach,  in  1056;  if,  indeed,  by  tho^e  two  names 

*  In  the  LoaOiiaBaisaneDgrftTedTiewof  *<  a  fine  old  Gothic  doorway/* 
leading  into  this  chapel,  which  wai  composed  of  bine  marble,  "  richly 
ornamented  and  gilt,"  but  it  now  no  more.  Wright  says  that  he  heard 
*'  it  was  Bold,  and  going  to  be  taken  to  pieces;*'  but  Sir  Richard  Hoare 
profeflies  to  have  been  told  that  it  was  played  for  at  a  stake  at  piquet,  and 
lost! 
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we  are  not  to  understand  the  same  person:  No  anmds  of  tbis 
religions  honse  are  preserved  after  the  year  1117.  The  roins  of 
the  buildings  present  few  architectural  vestiges,  but  are  of  a  noiple 
and  massive  construction,  that  evinces  considerable  antiquitjr. 
The  greater  part^was  probably  restored  soon  after  the  year  1097, 
at  which  time  the  abbey  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

Contiguous  to  one  division  of  the  ruins  on  the  north-west,  it 
a  round,  or  pillar-tower,  partially  dilapidated  at  the  top,  the  alti- 
tude of  which  is  110  feet  in  the  highest  part.  The  door-case^ 
which  is  arched,  and  built  of  free-stone,  is  five  feet  six  inches  id 
height,  twenty-two  inches  wide,  and  six  feet  from  the  present 
level  of  the  ground.  Internally  the  diameter  of  the  tower  is  nine 
feet,  and  it  is  divided  into  five  stories  by  bands  of  stone,  slightly 
projedjng. 

'  In  the  vicinity  of  the  ruins,  are  two  large  and  curious  crosses^ 
one  eighteen  feet  in  height, '  and  the  other  about  sixteen.  The 
most  remarkable  of  these  is  called  St.  Bcyce*8  cross,  and  has  been 
termed,  but  without  any  reason,  the  most  antient  religious  reUque 
now  extant  in  Ireland.  Both  are  crowded  with  sculpture,  and 
are  beautiful  examples  of  antient  art  in  this  species  of  ornamented 
fabric.  The  cross  popularly  named  after  St.  Boyce,  is  sitaatad 
between  the  two  divisions  of  ruin,  or  chapels,  and  has  been  en- 
graved, but  after  inaccurate  drawings,  in  Wright's  Lonthiana. 
The  sculpture  is  executed  in  compartments,  and  is  now  mndi 
decayed,  but  has  represented,  among  other  subjects,  the  Saviour  ^ 
St.  Patrick,  having  at  his  feet  an  angel  with  a  pair  of  scales; 
St.  Boyce;  and  Adam  and  Eve,  with  the  tree  between  them.  It 
is  said  by  Archdall,  after  the  notes  of  Dr.  Molynenx,  that  some 
letters,  to  be  traced  on  this  fabric,  formed  '^  the  word  Muredadi, 
who  was  for  some  time  king  of  Ireland,  and  died,  A.  D.  534.** 
Dr.  Ledwich  observes,  that  we  are  not,  from  such  a  circumstance, 
to  suppose  that  the  cross  was  erected,  and  the  inscription  made, 
in  the  sixth  c.entnry,  **  for  neither  the  letters  nor  language  of  that 
time  would  be  intelligible  now,  as  the  impossibility  of  deciphering 
the  Brehon  laws,  of  a  much  later  date,  abundantly  proves.*'     The 
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iaBcriplioii  wm  on  the  base  or  fool  of  the  croM^  and  U  now  nearly 
illegible  * 

The  second  cross^  which  is  on  the  sonth  side  of  the  bnrial-yard, 
is  inferior  in  point  of  height^  bnt  is  equally  rich  in  sculptural 
decoration. 

The  cemetery  attached  to  these  abbey-ruins.  Is  still  a  fayourite 
place  of  catholic  burial.  It  is  noticed  in  the  LoutUana  that  a 
man  digging  a  grave^  near  St.  Boyce*s  cross>  found,  buried  in  the 
earth,  some  wedges  of  silver,  and  many  pieces  of  Anglo-Saxon 
coin. 


CoLiiOK,  the  seat  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Foster,  Lord  Oriel, 
which  forms  the  most  conspicuous  ornament  of  this  county,  is  situ- 
ated on  the  south-western  border  of  Louth,  at  the  distance  of 
about  six  miles  from  Drogheda.  The  mansion  on  this  estate  is 
handsome  and  spacious,  bnt  the  great  attractions  of  Collon  pro- 
ceed from  the  beauty  of  the  demesne;  the  extent,  variety,  and 
excellence  of  the  plantations  3  and  the  admirable  improvements 
effected  in  the  whole  contiguous  tract  of  country. 

The  solid  value>  and  ornamental  charms,  of  this  place,  have 
been  enttrdy  created  by  the  energies,  talent,  and  good  taste  of 
the  distinguished  family  to  which  it  now  bebngs .  When  Anthony 
Poster,  lord  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer  in  Ireland,  father  of  the 
present  noble  proprietor,  first  selected  this  estate  as  a  residence, 
about  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  he  found  the  whole  country, 
as  we  are  told  by  Mr.  Young, ''  a  waste  sheep  walk,  covered  chiefly 
with  heath,  with  some  dwarf  furze  and  fern.'*  Thejudicious  mea- 
sures he  adopted,  in  amelioraHng  a  tract,  so  repulsive  to  ordinary 
improvers,  and  the  perseverance  with  which  he  pursued  his  object, 
arestated,  at  considerable  length,  by  the  wtiter  lastqnoted.f  Portu- 

•  Thii  inscriptioD,  as  copied  by  the  Ute  Mr.  Beavford,  and  engraTed 
aflsr  hit  copy  In  the  foorth  vol.  of  Goagh*i  Camden,  tDould  be  read  that  t 

Onn  dorr  m«  deuehair  nderu  am.  d.  m.  A^o  88* 
For  On  dar  m«  deachair  nderna, 
i*  e.    By  thie  ttooe,  or  croM,  1  shall  go  to  second  life.  A.  D.  1S88. 

t  From  the  account  presented  by  Mr.  Young  in  his  Tour,  we  learn  that 
the  chief  baron,  unable  to  tolerate  the  view  of  so  barren  a  property » 
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natelyj  the' correct  taste  and  munifioent  spirit  ef  tlm  ^*  Prince  of 
Improvers^"  as  the  Chief  Baron  Foster  has  been  emphalkidly 
termed  by  an  honest  encomiast^  descended  to  his  son  and  heir  the 
present  Lord  Oriel  >*  nnder  whose  auspices  the  phmtations  have 

**  determined  to  attempt  the  improvement  of  ao  eetate  of  5000  acreit  till 
tben  deemed  irreclaimable.    He  encouraged  the  tenants,  by  every  ipeciM 
of  peraaagion  and  expense }  but  tbey  had  bo  ill  an  opinion  of  the  land,  that 
he  was  forced  to  begin  with  9  or  3000  acres  in  his  own  hands.    He  did 
not>  however,  tarn  out  the  people,  but  kept  them  in,  to  see  the  effect  ef 
his  operatioBS.  He  had,  for  several  years,  twenty-seven  lime-kites,  bors- 
ing  stone.    The  culm  used  here  was  brought  from  Milford  Haven.    He 
had  450  cars  employed  by  these  kilns,  and  paid  JIfOO.  a  year  for  culm. 
The  stone  was  quarried  by  from  sixty  to  eighty  men,  regularly  at  that 
work.    Whilst  this  vast  business  of  liming  was  going  forwards,  roads  were 
also  making  (which,  it  may  be  added,  are  now  amongst  the  best  in  ireland.) 
He  enclosed  the  whole  tract,  in  fields  of  about  ten  acres  each,  tte  hanks 
heteg  planted  with  quick  and  forest  trees.    Of  these  fences  10,000  perches 
were  made*    In  order  to  create  a  now  race  of  tenants,  he  fixed  upon  the 
most  active  and  indastriens   labourers i   bought  them  cows,  &c.  sad 
advanced  money  for  them  to  begin  with  little  farms,  leaving  them  to  pay 
it  as  they  could.    His  great  object  was  to  show  the  tenantry,  as  soon  u 
possible,  the  improvements  in  agriculture  to  be  effected  by  the  modes  he 
adopted,  in  order  to  set  them  to  work  themselves ;  and,  when  tliey  proved 
that  they  naderstood  the  value  of  the  lessons  imparted,  he  built  nany  new 
and  comfortable  farm-dwellings,  all  of  lime  and  stone."    The  chiof  baron 
also  commenced  those  plantations,  which  have  since  been  extended  with 
so  much  judgment  and  success.    *'  This  great  improver,*'  adds  the  agri- 
cultural tourist,  ^'  has  made  a  barren  wilderness  smile  with  cultivation, 
planted  it  with  people,  and  made  those  people  happy  !**    Abridged  from 
Young's  Tour  In  Ireland,  Vol.  1,  pp.  146—150. 

*  The  Right  Hon.  John  Foster,  who  long  represented  the  county  ef 
Lenth  in  Parliament,  and  was  for  many  years  speaker  of  the  Irish  Hoom 
of  Commons,  married  Margaretta-Amelia  Burgh,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Burgh,  of  Birt,  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  Esq.  which  lady  (who  deceased 
in  January,  I8S4),  was,  on  the  5th  of  June,  1790,  created  Baroness  Oriel, 
of  Collon;  and  on  the  7  th  of  November,  1797 »  Vicountess  Ferrard,  of 
Oriel,  in  her  own  right,  with  remainder  to  the  male  issue  of  her  husband. 
The  Right  Hon.  John  Foster,  her  ladyship's  husband,  was  created  Barea 
Oriel,  of  Ferrard,  county  of  Louth,  In  the  English  Peerage,  July  14tk, 
1821.  The  family  of  Foster  was  formerly  seated  at  Dnnleer,  in  this 
county. 
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been  graatly  angmnaited,  uid  the  whole  demesae  .brought  to  its 
pcesent  state  of  perfection. 

GoUon  18  situated  in  a  fine  hilly  tract  of  ooontry,  oomotoding, 
at  different  points,  rich  and  diversified  views^  comprising  a  wide 
district,  smiling  in  cnltivation ;  the  spadous  bay  o(>  Carlingford, 
and  the  mountains  usually  denominated  from  that  place;  together 
with  those  of  Mourne,  more  lofty,  grand,  and  various  in  ont^lioe. 
The  plantations,  which,  as  we  have  already  suggested,  constitute 
the  most  prominent  subjects  of  admiration  in  this  noble  demesne, 
cover  nearly  six  hundred  acres  of  ground,  and  contain  tceies  of 
every  description  that  is  suited  to  the  climate  of  Ireland.  The 
consummate  skill  with  which  their  growth  has  been  nurtured,  is 
evinced  by  their  healthy  and  flourishing  condition.  It  is,  indeed, 
miformly  aclcnowledged  that  few  gentlemen  are  qualified  to  dispute 
wilh  Lord  Ori^  the  palm,  as  amateur  arborists  5  and  it  would  be 
toperfluous  for  us  to  expatiate  on  the  value,  in  a  national  point  of 
view,  of  such  an  example,  and  incitement  to  emulation,  in  a  country 
which  has-  suffered  gradual  denudation,  not  more  from  the  unstable 
character  of  its  political  hemisphere,  and  other  obvious  causes, 
dam  fieiom  a  want  of  judgment  in  thosewko  undertook  the.  task 
•f  planting,  on  a  large  scale.  To.persons.  who. have  a  taste  fot 
this  delightful  and  profitable  branch  of  rural  ceconomy,  the  plan- 
tationa  at  Collon  present  at  once  a  school  of  improvement  .and  a 
theatre  of  refined  pleasure.  The  great  beauty  of  the  woods,  and 
the  rich  and  picturesque  growth  of  innumerable  iudiriduals  among 
the  various  species  here  preserved  in  a  genial  asylum,  cannot  fail 
to  captivate  every  specti^or,  however  deficient  in  a  knowledge  of 
the  natural  history  of  .trees>  and  the  art  and  care  required  .to  pre- 
serve them  from  disease,  and  to  elicit  their  fall  display  of  com« 
maadiug  grandeur  or  simple  beauty.* 

*  A  recent  toaritt  (Mr.  J.  C.  Curweo)  who  surveyed  these  pUntationi 
with  an  experienced  and  judicious  eye,  notices,  as  objects  which 
forcibly  arrested  his  attention,  among  the  forest  trees,  **  a  weeping  larch, 
and  an  oak  peculiar  to  Ireland,  that  hat  the  same  drooping  propentity.'' 
Th«  Uzariant  growth  of  the  Rhododendront,  at  CoUod,  surprise  every 
visitor.    Mr.  Curwen  observei  that  bo  **  measured  roand  the  spreading 
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Itt  the  vicinity  of  the  pavilion^  a  residence  ao  t«rmed  on  tlue 
extensive  demesne^  is  a  winter  garden^  centaining  an  nariYaUed 
assemblage  of  the  different  species  and  varieties  of  shrobs. 

The  village  of  CoUon  attracts  notice  by  the  neatness  of  its 
cottages,  or  cabins,  which  are,  in  most  instances,  white  washed, 
and  roofed  with  slate.  Here,  as  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
sarroaodiog  country,  the  beneficial  effects  of  watchful  and  jndidons 
^  patronage  are  evident  in  every  particular.  A  cotton  mannfsctory, 
and  bleaching-grecn,  aid  in  providing  profitable  encouragement  to 
the  industry  of  the  inhabitants.  A  dispensary,  and  a  school  for 
gratuitous  instruction  in  the  Lancasterian  method,  have  been  esta- 
blished by  Lord  Oriel.  A  small  stream  passes  through  the  village, 
and  is  crossed  with  a  stone  bridge.  Tlie  church,  a  handsome 
building,  in  imitation  of  the  antient  English  style  of  architectnre^ 
has  been  erected  in  recent  years,  chiefly  alter  the  designs,  aad 
under  the  snperintendance,  of  the  late  Rev.  Daniel  Aagaatas 
Beanfort,  L  Jj.D.  who  was  long  rector  of  this  parish,  and  resident  in 
Collon.  Dr.  Beaufort,  it  will  be  recollected,  published  a  '*  Civil 
and  Ecclesiastical  Map  of  Ireland,"  and  also  a  "  Memoir"  of  that 
map,  in  one  thin  quarto  volume.  In  addition  to  those  literary 
labours,  he  had,  we  believe,  made  some  topographical  coUections 
towards  a  survey  of  the  county  of  Louth. 

The  town  and  manor  of  CoUon,  formerly  constituted  part  of 
the  possessions  appertaining  to  the  abbey  of  Melfifont.  In  the 
year  1229,  King  Henry  II.  granted  to  the  abbot  and  convent  a 
market,  in  "  their  town  of  Golian,"  to  be  held  weekly,  on  the  Tues- 
day j  and,  in  1349,  Edward  III.  granted  to  them  free  warren,  m 
this,  among  their  other  manors.  From  the  annals  of  MeUifont, 
relating  to  the  15th  century,  as  contained  in  the  Monastiooa 
Hibernicum,  we  also  learn  that  the  religious  owners  of  this  town 
*'  erected  here  divers  burgesses,  and  presented  to  them  certain 
houses  and  lands  in  the  town,  under  the  name  of  burgages,  on  the 
express  condition  of  constant  residence;**   which  condition,  it 


Irraacbes  of  one,  about  ten  feet  bigh,  and  found  tbeir  cifcomfereDee  to  bt 
ciffbty  feet.''    Observations  on  the  State  of  Ireland,  Ac.  voK  &  p.  M. 
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§ppeu9f,  the  bUf^ses  of  CoIIod  neglected  to  perform.  By  an 
inqoisition  taken  in  1619>  it  is  shewn  that  the  abbot  and  convent 
possessed  J  in  this  parish^  a  water-mill,  and  twenty-three  acres  of 
la&d,  together  with  the  tithes,  and  the  annual  rent  of  eB6 :  13 :  4, 
proceeding  from  the  town  of  CoUon. 

Athkbdbb,  more  frequently  termed,  by  a  popular  abbreviation, 
Abdee,  is  a  small  but  neat  post  and  fur  town,  giving  name  to  a 
barony  in  the  southern  part  of  this  county,  and  also  affording  the 
title  of  baron,  in  the  Irish  peerage,  to  the  family  of  Brabazon^  earls 
of  Meath.  Roger  de  Pipard,  or  Pippard,  obtained  a  grant  of  tbi» 
manor  and  town,  shortly  after  the  entry  of  the  Anglo-Normans. 
Tins  place  constituted^  for  many  ages,  the  principal  seat  of  a  branch 
of  the  Pipard  family,  once  so  greatly  distinguished,  and  wealthy,  in 
the  province  of  Leinster,  and  in  several  of  the  midland  connUes  of 
England.  Roger  de  Pipard  and  his  descendants  bore  the  title  of 
loids  of  Atherdee,  and  resided  here  in  a  strong  but  gloomy  castle, 
stin  existing,  and  now  used  as  a  gaol.  The  manor  was  surrendered 
to  King  Edward  i.  by  Ralph  de  Pipard,  and  was  afterwards  granted 
by  Edward  II.  to  8ir  John  Birmingham,  created  first  earl  of  Louth 
by  that  sovereign. 

This  town  was  captured,  and  most  of  the  inhabitants  put  to  the 
twcNrd,  by  Edward  Bruce,  when  that  invader  harassed  this  part  of 
Ireland  in  the  year  1315.  Situated  on  the  frontier  of  the  English 
prie,  it  was  exposed  to  the  frequent  assaults  of  the  northern  Irish. 
The  town  was  burnt,  on  the  invasion  of  the  pale  by  a  force  from 
Ulster,  under  O'Nial,  in  1S38.  It  was  also  surrendered,  in  1641 , 
to  troops  from  the  same  quarter,  under  Sir  Phelim  O'l^Hal,  united 
with  the  disaffected  party  in  the  north  of  Leinster.  Sir  Henry 
1%hburne  Biarched  to  its  relief,  and  after  a  spirited  contest,  which 
took  place  at  the  distance  of  about  one  mile  from  Ardee,  and  a 
skirmish  at  the  foot  of  the  bridge,  sncceeded  in  expelling  the 
enemy. 

Monastic  foundations,  in  the  vicinage  of  the  baronial  seat, 
were  deemed  as  essential  to  the  dignity,  as  they  were  estimable  in 
the  pious  consideration,  of  a  potent  family  in  the  middle  ages. 
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We,  accoardiilgly^  find  «(ich  acts  of  manificeiioe  to  hava  beoa 
liberally  practised  by  the  antient  Aoglo-Norm^  lords  of  %\m 
town. 

The  Crouched  Frimry  of  Ardee,  was  foonded  by  lU^ger  de 
Pipard,  A.  D.  1207>  ''  for  the  health  of  his  own  soul,  and  tbs 
souls  of  his  wife  Alicia,  his  father,  William,  his  mother,  Joan,  and 
his  brethren,  Gilbert  and  Peter;"  and  placed  by  him  under  tbs 
invocation  of  St.  John.  George  Dowdall,  the  last  prior,  sorrea* 
dered  this  Friary,  and  its  ample  possessions,  in  the  31st  of  Henry 
VIII.  This  ecclesiastic  was  afterwards  elevated  to  the  primacy  of 
all  Ireland,  and,  in  the  1st  year  of  Qaeen  Mary,  obtained  a  grant, 
for  life,  of  the  monastery  over  which  he  had  formerly  presided, 
and  its  valuable  appurtenances.  The  some  estates  were  afterwards 
granted^  by  King  James  1.  in  the  year  1612,  to  Sir  Garrett  Moors, 
ancestor  of  the  Marquis  of  Drogbeda.  There  were  eight  chapfls, 
in  different  parts  of  the  county  of  Lonth,  appropriated  to  this 
affluent  friary,  or  hospital.  Scarcely  any  remmns  of  the  bnildiBgs 
of  the  Crouched  Friary  are  now  to  be  discovered.  A  pyitof  the 
church  was  fitted  np,  and  long  used  as  a  parochial  place  of  wor- 
ship )  but  a  new  church  has  been  lately  erected. 

A  fFJdte,  or  Carmelite  Friary  was,  also,  founded  at  this  place 
and  probably  by  the  Pipard  family,  to  which  Ralph  Pipard  was 
an  eminent  benefactor  in  the  feign  of  Edward  I.  In  1315^  a  chapter 
of  the  order  was  held  in  this  friary ;  but,  in  the  same  year,  it 
experienced  a  dreadful  calamity  from  the  ravages  of  the  Scots  and 
Irish,  under  Edward  Bruce.  By  those  ferocious  assailants  the 
church  of  the  Carmelites,  filled  with  men,  women,  and  children, 
who  had  fled  thither  for  refuge,  was  burned  to  the  ground,  with 
all  its  helpless  inmates !  The  buildings,  however,  were  quickly 
restored;  for,  in  1390,  a  provincial  chapter  was  held  here,  snd 
another  was  held  in  1325,  at  which  many  regulations  were  adopted 
for  the  promotion  of  ecclesiastical  discipline.  Synods  were,  like- 
wise, held  at  this  place  in  1489,  and  1504.  The  latter  assembly 
was  removed  hither  from  Drogheda,  on  account  of  the  plague  thee 
raging  in  thattown ;  but  was  abruptly  broken  up  at  this  church  also, 
as  the  contagion,  probably  conveyed  by  the  persons  attending 
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the  tynod,  was  commuoicated  to  Ardee>  vnth  fatal  qoickneBs. 
Tbk  priory  was  dissoWed  in  the  Slst  of  Henry  VIII. 

Casile'gttard  is  the  name  given  to  a  large^  and  canons,  artiii- 
da]  mount  at  Ardee*  This  elevation  was  apparently  designed  for 
the  purposes  of  inhabitation  and  defence,  and  appears  to  have 
been  occupied,  at  different  times,  by  distinct  races  of  people.  An 
elevation  and  ground  plan  of  Castle-guard  are  given  by  Wright  in 
the  Louthiana,  and  in  the  same  work  we  are  informed  that  "  the 
perpendicular  height  of  the  mount,  from  the  bed  of  its  foundation, 
is  nearly  90  feet,  and  the  depth  of  the  main  trench  betwixt  30  and 
40.  The  circumference  at  the  top  is  not  less  than  140,  and  round 
the  foundation  upwards  of  600  feet.**  The  mount  is  encompassed 
by  a  doable  ditch  and  vallum.  On  the  summit  are  the  foundations 
of  what  appears  to  have  been  an  octangular  tower,  having  an  outer 
wall,  or  rampart,  on  every  side.  An  earthen  raised  path  crosses 
the  ditches  at  the  base  of  the  mount,  and  leads  to  the  works  on 
its  summit. 

In  the  same  neighl>ourhood  are  the  ruins  of  the  small  church  of 
MUiiuPtoum,  which  are  shewn  as  a  curiosity,  on  account  of  the 
singular  position  of  a  part  of  the  building,  that  now  stands  trans- 
versely and  unconnected,  at  some  distance  from  a  vacancy  at  the 
end,  which  it  appears  to  have  formerly  occupied-  The  peasantry* 
prone  to  take  the  shortest  way  of  accounting  for  surprising  circum- 
stances, assert,  that  it  was  blown  from  its  former  situation,  in  a 
violent  storm! 

The  principal  seat  in  the  vicinity  of  the  above  town,  is  that  of 
tbe  Raxton  family,  enriched  with  a  handsome  and  well-wooded 
demesne. 

In  this  part  of  the  connty  are  several  buildings,  nearly  of  a 
similar  character,  two  engravings  of  which,  but  after  indifferent 
drawings,  are  given  by  Wright,  in  the  Louthtana.  They  are 
square,  or  oblong,  and  isolated  towers,  which  scarcely  merit  the 
appellation  of  castles,  but  were  designed  lor  inhabitation  and 
resistance  in  the  middle  ages.  Although  their  exterior  possess  little 
to  interest  the  spectator,  an  examination  of  these  cheerless  fabrics 
is  calculated  to  afford  some  curious  materials  towards  a  history  of 
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the  maoDers  in  past  times.   They  are  firmly  bnilt^  and  have  asnally 

at  the  angles  small  towers^  either  roond  or  square.  The  windows 

are  few,  and  situated  high  in  the  buildings.    On  this  paucity  of 

apertures^  and  in  the  massy  strength  of  the  pile,  the  designers 

appear  to  have  placed  their  chief  reliance  for  defence.    As  they 

were  calculated  to  elude  surprise,  rather  than  to  withstand  regular 

assault,  the  inhabitants  were  provided  with  places  of  retreat, 

resembling,  in  gloom  and  humility,  the  dens  of  savage  animals 

which  make  war  with  every  weaker  creature,  and  find  an  enemy 

in  each  strong  hand,  or  subtle  head.     Underneath  most  of  these 

buildings  are  worked  vaults  and  caves,  from  nine  to  twelve  feet 

square,  opening  to  each  other,  and  usually  communicating  with  a 

long  subterranean  passage,  that,  probably,  afforded  a  distant  egress 

to  the  surface^  on  some  spot  rendered  obscure  by  art. 

Such  were  the  habitations,  in  the  14th  and  15th  centuries,  of 
that  class  of  the  people  of  Ireland  which  then  occupied  the  station 
in  society  now  filled  by  the  country  gentleman,  residing  in  a  villa 
with  windows  at  every  eligible  point,  for  the  admission  of  good 
air  and  the  command  of  fine  prospects.  The  spectator  sighs  to 
reflect  that  the  gentility  of  a  land  should  ever  have  been  reduced, 
by  party  feuds,  and  a  want  of  strength,  or  care,  in  the  head  of 
government,  to  a  lot  thus  sordid  and  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of 
the  human  faculties. 

The  two  buildings  of  the  above  description,  engraved  in*the 
Louthiana,  are  termed  Milltown  Castle,  about  four  miles  south  of 
Dundalk;  and  the  Castle  ofKillingcool,  midway  between  Dundalk 
and  Atherdee  j  near  which  is  a  third,  named  Castle  Derver. 
Many  structures,  nearly  similar,  occur  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.  Mr.  Wright  observes,  *'  that  this  manner  of  building  is 
said  to  be  borrowed  from  the  Spaniards,  who,  formerly,  were 
visitors  of  Ireland."  But  such  an  opinion  is  so  completely  void  of 
foundation,  that  it  is  not  entitled  to  any  serious  remark. 

Babmeath,  the  fine  seat  of  Sir  Edward  Bellew,  Bart,  is  situ- 
ated in  the  vidnity  of  the  decayed  town  of  Dunleer,  at  the  distance 
of  seven  miles  from  Droghcda,  towards  the  north-east.    The 
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name  by  which  this  estate  is  distiagmshed,  is  said  to  have  been 
bestowed  on  it  ia  consequence  of  the  efiectnal  resistance  hete 
made  by  the  Bellew  family^  to  an  armed  force  issuing  from  the 
county  of  Meath^  under  the  command  of  one  of  Cromwell's  officers. 
This  is  one  of  the  finest  seats  in  a  district  highly  enriched  by  the 
dwellings  of  nobility  and  gentry.  The  mansion  is  spadous,  and 
comprises  some  apartments  conspicuous  for  a  rich  bat  chaste  style 
of  embellishment.  The  demesne  is  of  great  extent,  and  abounds 
in  natural  beaudeSj  doly  improved  by  the  liberal,  but  not  exube- 
rant, exercise  of  art. 

The  family  of  Bellew  came  from  Normandy  with  T^lliam  the 
(Conqueror,  filling  the  high  stations  of  marshals  in  his  army.  Of 
this  name,  so  greatly  celebrated  in  the  martial  annals  of  the  middle 
ages,  have  been  reckoned  eighteen  knights-banneret,  in  succession ; 
and  the  rolls  of  parliament,  in  both  this  and  the  sister  country, 
produce  several  peers  of  the  same  distinguished  lineage,  whose 
honours,  either  throagh  failure  of  issue^  or  attainder  in  the  civil 
wars,  have,  in  common  with  those  of  many  other  potent  houses, 
become  extinct.  A  branch  of  the  family  accompanied  Earl  Strong- 
bow  to  Ireland ;  and  we  find  one  of  the  name  married  to  the  daugh- 
ter of  Hugh  de  Lacy,  the  younger.  The  order  of  the  garter  being 
extended  to  Ireland,  Richard  Bellew  was,  in  1439,  elected  to  that 
honour }  and,  in  1666,  the  Irish  peerage  of  the  fiimiiy  was  revived, 
by  the  title  of  Baron  Bellew,  of  Dnleek,  in  the  county  of  Meath. 

In  1639,  Sir  John  Bellew,  of  Willystown,  knight  of  the  shire 
for  Louth,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Robert  Dillon,  of  Clonbrock, 
in  the  county  of  Galway,  Esq.  by  whom  he  had  issue  Sir  Patrick 
fiellew,  of  Barmeath,  Bart,  and  Christopher  Bellew,  of  Mount 
Bellew,  in  the  county  of  Galway,  Esq.  From  these  brothers 
descend,  in  an  uninterrupted  succession  and  direct  line,  the  fami- 
lies of  Barmeath  and  Mount  Bellew ;  both  possessing  extensive 
estates,  and  enjoying  high  consideration,  in  their  respective  coun- 
ties. The  present  baronet  succeeded  his  father,  the  late  Sir  Patrick 
Bellew,  in  the  year  1794. 

At  the  distance  of  about  one  mile  to  the  north-east  of  Dunleer 
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iv  floxBBT  Hall.  This  maaaioii  stands  on  an  estate  paiehaaed 
of  Lord  Derby  by  the  late  Richard  Robinson,  D.  D.  Baion  B^iceby, 
and  ardLbisbop  of  Armagh.  The  booae  wae  erected  by  the 
primate,  after  the  designs  of  Francis  Johnston,  £sq.  sad  was 
named  after  Rokeby,  in  Yorkshire,  the  seat  o£  the  family  of 
Robinson,  sold  by  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  Bart,  elder  brother  of 
the  prelate.  After  the  decease  of  his  grace,  in  1794;  this 
estate  became  the  property  of  his  nepheir.  Archdeacon  Robinson, 
who  resided  here  for  a  short  time,  bnt  is  said  to  have  qaitted 
Ireland  in  consequence  of  the  alarm  created  in  his  family  by  the 
nnhappy  rebellion  of  1798.  Rokeby  Hall  is  now,  we  beliefe,  in 
the  hands  of  a  farmer,  and  the  chief  apartments  are  let  famished 
to  casual  inmates.  The  Chnrch  of  Clonmorb,  in  ibis  vicinity, 
and  on  the  Rokeby  estate,  was  also  erected  at  the  expense  of  the 
primate,  after  the  designs,  and  under  the  immediate  snperia- 

tenduice  of,  the  able  architect  noticed  above.* 

In  the  parish  of  Clonmore  is  a  decayed  castle  of  the  VerdoB 

family,  former  proprietors  of  this  estate;  and  here  are,  also, 

,8ome  remains  of  the  antient  church. 

Louth,  a  small  and  decayed  town,  is  situated  near  the  north* 
west  border  of  the  county  to  which  it  imparts  a  name.  The 
former  celebrity  of  this  place,  and  the  most  memorable  events  in 
its  history,  are  connected  witii  an  Ahbey^  founded  here  at  an 
eariy  period,  and,  as  is  said,  by  St.  Patrick  himself. 

The  abbey  of  Louth  vms  placed  under  the  invocation  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  the  first  abbot  being  St.  Mocteus,  or  Mochtalagh, 
a  Briton,  who  died  oq  the  I9th  of  August,  A.  D.  534,  on  the  > 
anniversary  of  which  day  his  feast  is  commemorated.  The 
school  of  this  abbey  ranked  amongst  the  most  celebrated  in 
Ireland,  when  the  country  was  conspicuous  for  excellence  of 

•  We  are  informed  by  Mr.  Johnston  that  the  hsUdiags  oreeted  by 
Primate  Robinson,  in  the  county  of  Lontb,  coaiistinf  of  the  nantiM  aad 
eharch  mentioned  in  thetext ;  many  farm  booses  on  the  estate ;  and  the  churcli 
of  Ballymakenny*  near  Drog  heda ;  cost  about  i*30,000 ;  bnt  that  if  erected 
at  the  present  time,  the  expense  could  not  be  lesi  than  £\0%000.  These 
buildinfs  were  erected  between  the  years  1785,  and  1794. 
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scholastic  dlcipliiie;  md  produced^  as  we  aire  told^  no  less  than 
one  hundred  bishops  and  three  hundred  presbyters.  The  abbey 
and  town  were  repeatedly  jMllaged  by  the  Danes^  in  the  9th 
ceatnry;  and  those  marauders  obtained  a  settleBient  at  Lonth 
in  the  centory  following.  This  religions  honse  was  thrioe 
destroyed  by  fire  in  the  19th  century;  and,  in  the  year  1146,  a 
Puosy  Fon  Rsoular  Canons  was .  erected  on  the  site  of  the 
antient  boildings,  by  0*Carrol,  prince  of  Orgeal,  and  Edao, 
bishop  of  Clogher  J  which  prelate  was  interred  here,  in  1188. 

The  Priory  of  Loath  rose  to  great  affluence  and  distinction; 
and  a  slight  review  of  its  fortunes  will  be  found  to  implicate  the 
remaining  prindpal  events  in  the  history  of  this  town.— In  the 
year  1348,  a  chapter  was  held  here  by  the  Archbishop  of  Armagh, 
at  i^ch  were  present  all  the  abbots  and  priors  of  the  regular 
canons  in  this  kingdom.  Whilst  Irdand  was  harassed  by  the 
invasion  of  Edward  Bruce,  that  adventurer  and  his  Scottish 
oficers,  were,  at  several  times,  entertained  in  this  priory,  for 
which  offence,  however*  the  prior  obtained  pardon  from  the  king, 
on  paying  a  fine  of  £40.  A  general  chapter  of  the  order  was 
again  held  here,  on  the  feast  of  Pentecost,  1385.  John  Wile, 
the  last  priOT,  voluntarily  quitted  possession,  in  the  year  1540* 
a^  received,  for  his  docility  of  conduct,  the  reward  of  a  pension 
for  life.  The  prior  of  this  house  was  a  lord  of  parliament.  The 
bttildii^,  and  ample  estates,  were  granted,  at  the  suppression, 
to  the  Planket  family. 

Looth-Hajul,  distant  about  three  miles  from  the  town,  or 
village,  of  Louth,  is  the  mansion  of  Thomas  Plnnket,  Banm  of 
Loiuh.  This  residence  is  situated  in  the  parish  of  Tallanston, 
which  place  has  afforded  a  seat  to  the  ancestors  of  his  lordship 
since  the  latter  part  of  the  15th  century.  The  demesne  is  exten- 
sive, and  surrounded  by  a  highly  cultivated  tract  of  country. 
Lord  Louth  is  descended  from  the  eldest  branch  of  the  house  of 
Plnnket,  as  are  also  the  Earl  of  Fingall  and  Lord  Dunsany,  whose 
titles  and  seats  we  have  already  noticed. 

On  the  opposite  borders  of  th^  river  which  winds  through 
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th»  part  of  the  county^  is  Rosy  Pajks,  long  the  fine  fiesidence  of 
a  branch  of  the  family  of  Foster. 

At  Knock  (antiently  termed  KnoekMB^mgan)  near  Louth,,  a 
priory  for  regular  canons,  under  therale  of  St.  Angosttn,  was 
founded,  in  the  year  U48,  by  one  of  the  O'Carrols,  princes  or 
chiefs  of  this  district,  and  Edan,  bishop  of  Cloghcr.  Moehnorius 
0*Gorman,  abbot  in  1167,  composed  a  martyrology,  in  the  Irish 
language,  which  was  formerly  much  esteemed.  This  monastery 
was  dissolved  in  the  SIst  of  Henry  VIII.  The  buildings,  and 
the  whole  of  the  monastic  possessions  in  this  county,  were  granted 
by  James  I.  to  Sir  John  King,  Knt. 

DcNDALS,  second  in  importance  among  the  towns  of  Louth,  and 
the  assize  town  of  this  county,  is  distant  from  Dublin  40i  miles, 
towards  the  north.  This  is  a  borough  town»  and  imparts  its  name 
to  a  barony.  It  is  situated  in  a  recess  of  the  most  spacious  bay 
on  the  eastern  coast  of  Ireland,  with  the  exception,  perhaps^  of  the 
Lough  of  Belfast. 

In  consequence  of  its  site  having  for  a  long  time  occupied  the 
extremity  of  the  English  pale,  Dondalk,  then  the  property  of  the 
de  Verdon  ftonily,  was  formerly  walled  and  fortified.  The  prin- 
dpal  domestic  buildings,  in  those  times  of  danger,  were  nniforaiy 
defensible  towers,  or  small  castles,  many  of  which  were  remainiag 
in  the  last  century.  Mr.  Wright  informs  us,  in  theZ/OvliMM, 
that  Viscount  Limerick,  to  whom  this  town  then  bdon^,  directed 
eighteen  or  nineteen  ruinous  remains  of  such  structures  to  be  taken 
down,  shortly  before  the  year  1747>  and  caused  otiier  buildings  to 
be  raised  upon  the  old  foundations.  The  town  of  Dundalk  now 
contains  several  wide,  and  tolerably  well-built,  streets,  the  cluef 
of  which  is  nearly  a  mile  in  length.  Considerable  improvements 
have  been  effected  in  recent  years. 

This  town  was  a  favourite  scene  of  action  with  Edward  Bruce, 
on  his  invasion  of  Ireland  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward  II. 
Shortly  after  his  landing,  in  1315,  he  visited  this  place,  with  all 
the  cruelties  which  eword  and  fire  could  inflict ;  but  was  afterwards 
solemnly  crowned  here,  or  rather,  according  to  some  writers,  at 
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KnodmemeltD ,  distant  abont  half  a  mile  from  the  town  walls.  Here 
he  exhibited  the  pageantry  of  an  ostentatious  bat  short-lived  conrt^ 
and  near  this  town  he  paid  the  penalty  of  his  presnmptionj  in 
meeting  a  violent  death. 

The  battle  in  which  he  fell  took  place  on  the  SSthof  May^  1318; 
His  troops^  wasted  by  famine  and  disease^  were  opposed  by  1500 
picked  men^  being  about  half  their  own  numbers^  under  Sir  John 
Birmhigham^  aided  in  the  duties  of  command  by  Sir  Miles  Verdon, 
Snr  Richard  Tuite^  John  Cusack^  and  other  gentlemen  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Leinster.  The  conflict  was  maintained  on  both  sides  with 
<soasiderable  courage,  but  the  English  at  length  obtained  a  ded- 
mte  victory.  According  to  most  historians  Bruce  was  slain  by  aa 
English  knight,  named  Maupas,  whose  body  was  found  stretched 
•a  that  of  his  conquered  antagonist  j  but  tradition  has  ascribed  a 
nbre  romantic  termination  to  the  life  of  this  shadowy  and  self- 
dMwen  Kmg  c/Ireitrnd.*  Sir  John  Birmingham,  for  the  service 
rendered  on  the  above  occasion,  was  created  earl  of  Louth,  and 
at  the  same  time  received,  from  the  crown,  a  gift  of  the  manor  of 
Atherdee. 

In  the  year  1566,  and  at  a  period  shortly  subsequent  to  that 
date,  Dnndalk  successfully  resisted  two  sieges  firom  the  northern 
Irish,  under  O'Nial.  In  1641,  it  was  captured,  after  an  obstinato 
defence,  by  Sir  Henry  Tichbume,  and  it  was,  likewise,  snrren« 
dered  to  Lord  Inchiquin,  in  1649.  On  the  latter  occasion^  Colo« 
ael  Monk,  afterwards  Duke  of  Albemarle,  was  governor  of  tha 

*  It  Ims  been  lopposed  that  tbe  scene  of  action  lay  on  Ftt  BiU  anA 
its  viciaitys  and  it  certainly  took  placo  witUn  the  parish  of  Favghart*. 
In  the  pedigree  of  the  Birmingham  family  it  is  said  that  **  Roger  de  Man- 
pas,  a  burgess  of  Dnndalk,  disguised  himself  in  a  foofs  dress,  and  in  ikU 
character  entering  the  Scottish  camp,  killed  Bruce,  by  striking  out  hia 
Ih^ins  with  a  plummet  of  lead.  He  was  instantly  cut  to  pieces,  and  Us 
body  found  stretched  over  that  of  Bruce,  but  for  this  service  bis  lielr  was 
rewarded  with  forty  marcs  a  year  i  of  which  action  Sir  John  having  in- 
.teltigance,  met  tbe  Scots  in  good  order  of  battle,  and  routed  their  wholo 
army,  with  a  very  great  slaughter.*'  Lodge'd  Peerage  by  Archdall|  vo|t 
iii.  pp.  33-4. 
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towBi  and  it  is  said  that  lie  was  forced  to  ddSver  vp  the  plar^ 
through  a  want  of  subordination  in  the  garrison. 

Dandalk  was  strongly  garrisoned  for  James  11.  in  the  year 
1689>  but  was  abandoned  on  the  approach  of  the  army  under  Dnke 
Sehonberg,  which  encamped  in  this  ne^hbourhood  on  the  7th  of 
Septemb^  in  that  year.  The  duke's  camp  was  sitaated  about  a 
mile  to  the  north  of  the  town,  on  low  and  moist  ground,  havings 
says  Harris,  **  the  town  and  river  to  the  sonth,  the  moantains  t» 
^be  east,  and  to  the  north  hills  and  bogs  intermixed."  Here  the 
English  lay  intrenched  for  more  than  two  months,  within  sight  of 
^  opposed  army,  much  superior  in  numbers,  which,  however,  did 
not  think  proper  to  attack  them.  Whilst  they  thus  remained  in  » 
stiKle  of  inactivity,  sickness,  more  destructive  than  the  sword,  swept 
away  the  flower  of  their  ranks ;  and  it  must  ever  be  doubted  whe- 
ther the  extreme  caution  of  Schonberg,  in  refraining  to  haaard  a 
battle,  was  justifiable,  on  a  cons^eration  of  the  whole  of  the  exist* 
\fig  circumstances.* 

A  priory,  dedicated  to  St.  Leonard,  for  cross  bearers>  foUowing 
the  rule  of  St.  Augustin,  was  founded  here  by  Bertram  de  VerdcD^ 

*  The  detail »  of  the  extremities  to  wbicb  Dake  Schoabers's  vn;  was 
reduced,  as  given  in  Store's''  Impartial  History y"  and  by  other  writert»ar9 
truly  harrowing  to  the  feelings.     We  are  told  that  the  sufierera  became,  at 
length,  insensible  to  the  emotions  of  sympathy,  using  the  dead  bodies  of 
iheir  coMpaAioBA  as  seats  on  the  cold  swampy  ground,  and  marmnrins 
'when  they  were  deprived  of  inch  an  accoaoodation  I  Wboa  tbe  amy  re- 
moved to  winter  qoarters,  Bome  of  the  sick  were  placed  on  board  the  sMps 
which  had  arrived  on  the  coast  with  supplies,  and  many  wera  sent  to  Bel- 
fast, in  waggons.    Numbers  expired,  overcome  by  the  motion  of  tbe  land- 
carriages  ;  and  the  roads  were  strewed  with  their  bodies.    Duke  Schoobacs 
d^played  great  care  and  tenderness  throughout  these  trying  sccneff.    He 
was  then  more  than  eighty  years  of  age,  but,  regardless  of  his  own  penon» 
he  stood,  for  many  hours,  exposed  to  rain  and  tempest,  at  the  bridge  «f 
Dundalk,  encouraging  the  sick,  and  directing  measures  for  their  comfort. 
Whilst  the  army  was  removing  under  these  disastrous  circumstaoeeS)  a 
sudden,  and,  happily,  a  false,  alarm  was  spread  that  tbe  enemy  was  at 
band.    The  spirit  which  might  have  been  exercised,  with  a  prosperoaa 
issue,  in  battle  at  an  earlier  period,  now  broke  forth.    Even  tbe  diseased 
and  feeble  snatched  their  arms,  and  vowed  to  solace  all  their  miseries  us 
vengeance  on  the  foe  ! 
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towards  the  dose  of  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  Patiick  O'i 
archbishop  of  Armagh,  died  here,  A.  D.  1970.  This  priory  was 
afterwards  an  hospital  for  the  sick  and  aged^  of  both  sei»s.  On 
the  suppression  of  religioos  honsee,  the  boiidings  and  apporte* 
nances  were  granted  to  Henry  Draycot. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  town  stood  the  Gray  Frimj,  which 
was  erected  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  by  the  Lord  John  de 
Verdon.    A  chi^er  of  the  order  was  held  at  this  Friary,  in  1869. 
At  the  dissolation  the  building  and  monastic  lands  were  granted 
to  James  firandon.    This  fabric  appears  to  have  been  of  some  extent 
and  beauty.   Ware  observes  that  the  east  window,  when  in  aperfect 
state,  was  particolarly  admired .   A  view  of  the  ehnreh-to wer,  as  it 
appearedin  1770,  is  given  in  the  first  volume  of  Grose*s  Antiquities. 
Dundalk  is  a  fdaoe  of  some  traffic,  and  considerable  quantities 
ol  com  are  hence  exported.    The  manufaeture  of  cambric,  which 
forms  a*part  of  the  trading  pursuits^  of  the  inhabitants,  was  first 
established  here  in  IJST,  on  the  estate  of  Viscount  limeridL* 
The  parochial  church  is  a  commodious  and  well  preserved  struc* 
tnre^  surmounted  by  a  plain  but  well-proportioned  spire,  which 
was  erected  after  the  designs  of  F.  Johnston,  Esq.  architect. 
Among  other  public  buildings  may  be  noticed  a  court-house,  gaol, 
and  barracks.    A  school,  for  the  education  of  90  boys  and  the 
same  number  of  girls,  was  founded  here,  in  17S6,  by  the  Hon* 
Mrs.  Anne  Hamilton,  mother  of  the  first  earl  of  Clanbrassil. 
Here  is  now  a  charter  school^  for  sixty  girls. 

The  fieimily  of  Hamilton,  created  baron  of  Claneboye  and  vis- 
count Limerick  in  1719,  and  earl  of  Clanbrassilin  1756,  had  their 
chief  residence  at  a  mansion  in  this  town,  which  is  now  a  seat  of 
the  Earl  of  Roden^  in  consequence  of  the  marriage  of  Robert,  the 

*  The  cambric  manufactory  was  introdoced  to  Ireland,  in  the  year 
above  named,  by  M.  de  Joncoart,  who  employed  workmen  from  France. 
The  first  manufactory  was  established  at  Dondalk.  In  1739,  a  joint 
stock  company  was  incorporated  by  charter,  with  power  to  raise  S0,000f. 
by  subscription,  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  this  manufacture, 
**  at  Dundalk,  or  elsewhere  in  Ireland.*'  Towards  this  joint  stock,  Vis* 
connt  Limerick  subscribed  the  sum  of  1000/. 
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first  nobleman  of  that  title>  witb  the  sister  and  heiress  «f  -thebni 
earl  of  Clanbrassil.  At  this  mansion,  among  someiew  paintiiigs 
are  preserved  two  portraits,  in  the  style  of  Holbein^  repreaeattng 
King  Hemry  VIU.  andi^aeen  Anne  Boleyn.  The  house  is  ilt- 
situated,  but  the  demesne  is  extensire  and  finely  drcnmstanced. 

This  town  is  internally  governed  by  a  recorder,  bailiff,  and 
towR-derk,  and  returns  onemonber  to  the  knpenal  parliament. 
The  bay  on  which  it  is  situated  is  safe  for  slupping  of  moderate 
burthen,  and  abounds  with  fish  of  various  kinds.* 

The  Castle  op  Castlbtowv,  situated  on  an  eminenoe,  about 
one  mile  from  Dnndalk,  towards  the  west,  forms  a  conspicaous 
object,  when  viewed  from  many  parts  of  the  snrronnding  ooontry ; 
and  the  hill  on  which  it*is  [^aced  commands  fine  and  extensive 
prospecis,  embfacing.the  bay,  and  the  mountain  scenery  towards 
Carlingford.  This  castle  was  .erected  by  the  fieUew  faraBy,  a 
branch  ol  which  l(mg  resided  here,  being  succeeded  in  the  oeciipa* 
tion  of  the  fortress  by  the  fiimiJy  of  Tipping.  Spencer  relates  that 
the  village,  or  iown,  on  which  the  castle  formerly  bestoweda  name, 
and  from  which  itself  borrows  a  modern  aj^ellation,  was  sadied 
and  destroyed. by  Edward  Bruce,  in  the  year  1318.  The  building 
is  of  an  oblong  foMn,  with  a  square  tower  at  each  angle,  and  has 
been  adapted,  with  additions,  to  the  usesof  a  modem  dwelling.  It 
appears  to  have  been  originally  defended  with  oatward  walls,  and 
other  works  of  circnmvallation.  Somecastellated gateways,  not 
remarkable  for  congruity  of  character  with  the  main  edifice,  have 
been  recently  added;  but,  even  if  they  should  exist  until  they  gain 
the  crust  of  time,  they  will  scarcely  be  mistaken  for  parts  of  the 
original  works.  Contiguous  to  the  castle  are  the  ruins  of  a  chardi, 
with  a  cemetery,  still  used  as  a  burial-place  by  the  Roman  catholic 
peasantry  of  the  neighbourhood; 

•  Whilst  noticing  the  natural  plenty  offish  on  this  part  of  the  coast,  it 
may  not  be  superfluons  to  observe  that  Dr.  Ratty  mentions  a  sturgeon  of 
unusual  weight,  which  was  '*  caught  in  a  river  near  Dundalk,  in  the  year 
1754.**  It  was  ten  feet  in  length,  and  is  said  to  have  been  above  SOOlb.  ia 
weight.     Rutty,  Nat.   Hist.   &c,  vol  1.  p.  SijS. 
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Oil*  tbesoniiiit  of  the  same  hill,  is  a  considemble  earthwork^ 
•ppearing  to  display,  in  decisive  featores,  the  marksDf  successive 
occopaats^  vsing  different  inades  of  defence.    A  ceoti^lmonnt . 
presents  the  aspect  of  a  rath,  probably  constructed  by  the  antient 
Irishi-   The  author  of  the  Leuthuma,  observes  that  this  mount 
**  af^ars  to  be  all  artificial,  and  is  surrounded  with  a  magnificent 
ditch.    The  height  of  the  terras  work  in  the  middle,  from  the ' 
plane  of  the  trench,  is  in  some  places  fifty  feet,  and  the  drcum- 
fereaee  of  the  top  is  upwards  of  460"    Attached  to  the  eas^and 
west  sideSi  and  apparently  formiog  additions  to  the  original  design/ 
are  two*  small  works  of  castrametatiou/  having  earthen  ramparts. 
Both  adjmn  the  outward  vallum  of  theeentralrath;  andithe  united  > 
works  cover  the  top.  of  the  hill  on  whieh  they  arC' constructed* 
The  additional  lines  of  ^encampment  mayy  perhaps,  without  fear  of 
error,  be  ascribed  to  the  Danes. — Af  prospect-house  has  been- 
recently  erected  on  the^  summit  of  this  earthwork. 

On  the  expanse  of  land  between  two  streams  that  unite  in  ther 
Dandalk  river,^  which  tongue  of  land  has  been  termed  tke^enifi^ 
mia  of  Bmliriekan,  are  some-  remains  of  very  remote santiquity.- 
Tbe  prindpal  of  these  vestiges  are  thus  noticed  in  thoLonthiana.- 
^  On  the  lop  of  a  small  hill  are  five  large  stones,  disposed  in  a  cir- 
cular ^lorm.  At  some  distance,  oo  one  side,  and  near  the  border. 
of  one  of  the  streams^  are  two^upright  and  ponderous  stones.  I» 
dMerent  contigueuesitnatiens  are  three  other  large  and  un wrought 
•tones,  and  ako^the  Kmmns  of  a  earn." 

Ai  a  short  distance  from  the  above  remains,  are  the  ruins  of 
the  CMife  of  BMnchmik,  which  structure  consisted  of  an  oblong 
keepj  with  a  spacious  court  endosed  by  fortified  walls.  IMstant 
about  one  mile,  and  placed  on  derated  ground,  are  also  tha 
▼eet^ges  of  other  works,  composed  of  upright  stones,  with  attendant 
remains,  bearing  some  resemblance  to  those  of  Ballrichan.  Mr« 
Wright  observes  that  he  caused  an  opening  to  be  made  in  the  areasi 
of  two  of  these  drcles  of  stone,  at  the  centre,  and  found  in«both 
several  decayed  human  bones.  From  the  area  of  one  drcle  were 
taken  up,  on  digging,  "  the  broken  parts  of  two  or  three  different 
urns^  made  of  a  sort  of  baked  day,  one  of  which  was  filled  with 
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barnt  bones  and  pieces  of  charcoal^  bat  the  rest  were  almost  qaite 
decayed,  and  turned  to  a  black  grey  snbstance.  The  cells  of  three 
of  those  nms  were  visible,  placed  in  a  triangnlar  form,  distant 
abont  eighteen  inches,  and  near  two  feet  below  the  surface  of  the 
earth,  all  separately  enclosed  with  flat  stones,  set  edgeways,  about 
a  base  one,  and  covered  with  one  at  top.**  Engravings  of  the  whole 
of  the  above  subjects,  bnt  not  well  executed,  are  given  in  the 
LoQthiana. 

On  the  margin  of  Oaricastieken  river>  at  the  distance  of  about 
half,  a  mile  from  Ballrichan  Castle,  is  a  small  fort,  enoompatoed 
by  a  double  ditch,  termed  Mount,  op  Moat,  Aibtmi,  Several 
other  remains  of  antient  works  in  this  part  of  the  county^  appealing 
to  have  formed  stations  or  forts,  are  noticed  by  Mr.  Wright,  m  the 
Lonthiana.  Among  these,  one  of  the  most  carious  and  extennve 
is  termed  Roukugh,  or  the  fort  of  Carrick^Braud.  This  camp 
was  formerly  surrounded  with  a  double  ditch  and  a  triple  TaUom, 
one  bank  appearing  to  have  been  of  stone  and  the  rest  of  eaitb. 
In  the  interior  are  minone  remains  of  bnildings.  In  the  dose 
vldnity  are  traces  of  other  camps,  in  one  of  which  are  the  vestiges 
of  an  ajitient  chapel. 

Near  the  banks  of  the  stream  sometimes  termed  tha  river  of 
Ballrichan,  is  a  large  and  curious  artifidal  cave,  aoddentally  dis- 
covered  by  the  sinking  in  of  a  horse,  while  drawing  the  ploagb. 
These  subterranean  works  consisted  of  several  narrow  passages, 
or  galleries,  the  sides  and  top  of  which  were  formed  of  Aag-stOBCS. 
The  original  entrance  is  thought  to  have  been  by  a  gentle  descent 
and  a  few  steps^  No  traces  of  the  former  appropriation  of  tUs 
cave  were  vinble,  but  we  are  told,  by  the  author  of  the  Loathiaaa, 
that "  some  bones  of  large  and  small  animals*'  were  found  in  ofte  of 
the  galleries.  The  same  writer  asserts,  bat  in  terms  so  graersl 
as  to  require  some  qualification,  that  "  all  this'  port  of  Ireland 
abounds  with  such  caves,  not  only  under  mounts,  forts,  and  castles, 
bat  under  unsuspected  plain  fields,  some  winding  into  little  hills 
and  risings,  like  a  volute  or  ram's  horn;  others  running  ziga^> 
like  a  serpent  5  others,  again,  right  forward,  connecting  ed) 
with  cell."  A  plan  of  the  cave  and  its  passages  is  given  in  th« 
Lotttbiana. 
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The  mins  of  Roche  Castle^  near  the  western  borders  of  tiiis 
fnotrntj,  are  seated  on  the  top  of  a  rocky  hill,  from  which  elevation 
is  obfaalied  a  commanding  view  over  the  adjacent  country.     The 
building   is  of  an    irregalar    form^   the  design    having   been 
accommodated  to  the  natural  circnmstances  of  the  site.    The  date 
of  erection  isnotkaown,  bnt^  according  to  a  fn tile  tradition  ^ 
this  castle  was  constructed  by  a  lady  named  A«m  Ferd<m,  of  the 
antient  family  of  the  Verdons^  once  powerM  in  this  district  and 
in  thie  midland  counties  of  England.    This  Lady  Ro8e>  adds  the 
tradition,  married  into  the  family  of  Biellew^  and  the  name  of  the 
castle  is  a  corruption  of  her  christian  appellation.    To  whichever 
race  may  belong  the  honour  of  founding  this  builditrg,  it  is  certaiir 
that  a  branch  of  the  antient  and  distinguished  family  of-  Bellew 
was  seated  here  for  several  ages.    In  regard  to  the  dimensions  of 
l!he  structure^   and  its  form^  character,  we  are  informed  in  the* 
LatUMana  that  '*  the  great  chords  which  is  the  front  and  lai^ge^f 
aide,  is  about  eighty  yards;  andHhe  Versed  side,  or  breadth,  about ' 
Ibrty.    At  the  opposite  comer  to  that  of  the  main  dw^ling»  was^ 
fdfrmerly  a  tower  of  defence^and  underneath  a  sally  ^port.' '   Roche 
Castle  was  defended  for  King  Charles  I;  in  1649,  and  is  said  ta« 
have  been  demolbhed  by  Oliver  Cromwell. 

Upon  the  whole  of  the  plains  near  Dnndalk  were  formerly 
fliany  rude  works  of  stone,  evidently  raised  at  a  period  previous 
fo  the  reception  of  christiaidty ;  several  of  which  still  remaiii. 
Amongst  these,  many  single  and  nnhewn  stones,  of  considerable 
height  and  bulk,  have  attracted^  much  notice.  Some  general  re^ 
marks  concerning  such  erections  are  presented  in  the  introdnctory  - 
section  of  this  work,  treating  of  /Iniiguiiiea  and  Architecture* 

A  cromlech,  situated  in  the  parish  of  BaUymascanlan,.  is  im- 
perfectly represented  in  a  plate  of  the  Louthiana.    The  coveriiig  ■ 
etone  has  three  supporters,  and  measures  twelve  feet  in  length  by 
six  feet  in  widths    By  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  It  is  callefl 
the  Gianfs  Load,  and  by  some  of  the  native  Irish  this  monument ' 
as  smd  to  have  been  brought,  '*  all  at^nce,"  from  theneighbouring  • 
mountains,  by  a  giant,  who,  as  they  say,  was  ^buried  near  this- 
^lace.    It  might  have  been  thought  that  a  trie,  ortradition,  to 
absurd,  was,  in  every  point  of  view,  unworthy  of  antiquarian 
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ditcnssion  3  but  we  8how«  id  the  anneBed  note,  that  it  has  been 
adduced  by  a  modern  writer  in  support  of  a  favourite  hypotheais.* 
The  author  of  the  Louthiana  affords  the  jodicioos  reader  more 
satisfactory  intelligence^  in  the  account  of  a  search  made  beneath 
the  former  base  of  a  fallen  cromlech^  about  two  miles  distant  from 
that  at  Ballymascanlan.  Two  of  the  supporters  were  here  broken 
down  by  the  fall  of  the  incumbent  load ;  the  third  was  left  stand- 
ing. On  digging  there  was  founds  in  ''  the  middle,  about  two 
feet  deep,  covered  and  inclosed  within  broad  flat  stones,  great 
jiart  of  the  skeleton  of  a  human  figure,  all  crouded  together  wiUaa 
sv  bed  of  black  greasy  earth,  as  if  originally  inclosed  within  an 
urn,  now  quite  decayed  and  rotten.  Mixed  with  the  bones  were 
found  some  pieces  of  clay,  about  t^e  thickness  of  a  man's  little 
£nger,  quite  solid  and  round,  as  if  part  of  a  rod  broke  to  pieoes.'*t 

*  Dr.  Ledirich  (Antiqs.  of  Ireland,  p.  51)  aMrms  that  die  cromleck 
was  **  the  peotile  monument  of  the  Northerns."  In  regard  to  the  tradi- 
tionary term  the  CHant*8  Load^  be  obterTes,  **  here  we  discover  plainly 
tke  northem  origin  of  these  moBttments.  Giants  make  do  part  of  Celtic, 
thosfhthey  do  of  Gothic  mythology.'*  By  what  art  does  this  writer  discover 
that  the  legend  and  the  monament  originated  with  the  same  people )  Ths 
•adeavoar  to  appropriate  a  whole  class  of  antiquities,  from  the  traditionsry 
tales  of  country  people,  is  a  very  surprising  mode  of  reasoning,  in  dii- 
qnlsltiohs  profesnedly  serious. 

f  LenthUna,  book  Hi^  p.  13<  It  will  be  recollected  that  a  wtsd 
formsd  the  badge  of  authority,  with  the  antient  petty  kings  of  Irehad. 
The  following  account  of  the  cereaoaias  nsedatthe  initiatioD  of  the  kligi 
of  Tyrconnel,  is  presented  by  Mr.  Harris.—*'  When  any  person  waste  be 
invested  with  the  title  of  0*DonneI,  i.  e.  to  be  created  kingof  the  terrtCorj, 
the  nobility  and  people  assembled  themselves  on  the  summit  of  a  certiia 
Idll,  when  one  of  the  principal  of  the  nobility  arose,  and  performing  the 
nsual  compliments  of  salutation,  presented  the  new  king  with  a  Ifiss^y 
perfectly  whMe  and  straight,  and  upon  the  delivery  of  It  ased  this  fem  ef 
irords  s  Reoelve,  O  King  I  the  anspiclous  badge  of  your  avthorily,  •■' 
JOBember  to  Imitate  in  your  conduct  the  stralghtness  and  whiteness  of  tbii 
wand,  that  neither  malice  to  your  enemies,  nor  alTection  to  your  friendi, 
may  bend  your  mind  from  walking  in  the  exact  paths  of  justice.  ESter, 
^refore,  upon  your  rightful  government,  with  auspicious  otfens,  sad 
safely  take  apon  you  the  ensigns  and  ornameDts  of  this  State.*  Wsr**> 
ilJitlqs.  by  Harrby  vol.  !!•  p.  65< 
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There  in,  also,  in  the  LoathiaDa,  a  commnnicatum  £raidi  a 
tfiead  of  the  author,  stating  that  he  vkited  the  spot  subseqaent 
to  the  first  examination,  and  fonnd  that  '^  the  oonntry-people 
liad  sunk  abo?e  a  yard  deeper,  and  were  still  at  work."  They 
liad  then,  adds  this  writer,  ''  got  under,  and  were  trying  to  poll 
«p,  the  laige  square  stone,  which  stood  on  one  edge.  They 
came  to  another  flat  stone,  under  which  they  found  many  large 
bones ;  but  we  do  not  yet  know  whether  they  be  human.  They 
ndsed  also  many  regular  stones  of  a  considerable  length ;  and  the 
whole  place  seems  to  have  been  built  up  regularly,  as  well  to 
strengthen  the  three  great  props  as  to  contain  a  proper  repository 
for  bones,  ot  whaterer  was  to  be  laid  there." — ^We  have  so  sel- 
dom anopportottity  of  ascertaining,  fully,  the  state  of  drcumstances 
nndemeadi  a  cromlech,  that  the  length  of  the  above  extracts  will 
need  n«  apology  with  the  antiquarian  reader. 

On  the  plain  of  BMynahalne  are  the  remains  of  a  drcular 
temple,  appearing  to  have  been  originally  composed  of  four  con- 
centric circles  of  upright  stones.  This  temple  was  encompassed 
with  a  rampart  and  diteh,  admitting  of  an  opening  towards  the 
east. 

On  KiUmg'HUl,  a  range  of  elevations  so  termed,  are  the 
remains  of  two  temples,  composed,  like  that  noticed  above,  pf 
cirdes  of  upright  stones.  One  of  these  indqses  a  cromlech,  the 
paadpal  stones  of  wUch  exhibit  traces  of  rude  spiral  carvings )  a 
Tory  vnusMl  feature  in  piles  of  this  description. 

At  the  distance  of  one  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Killing-Hill,  and 
about  two  miles  from  Dondaft,  are  the  rubs  of  an  antient  struc- 
ture, termed  Fagh  na  om  eighe,  or  the  one  night's  work.  This 
building  is  placed  on  a  mount,  which  would  appear  to  be  artificial^ 
and  which  is  cut  (to  adc^l  the  words  of  the  Louthiana)  into 
*'  slopes  and  terraces."  The  form  of  the  structure  is  oval,  and 
its  dimensions  44  feet  9  inches,  by  21  feet.  The  walls  are  nearly 
seven  feet  in  thickness,  and  are  composed  of  rough  stones,  of 
different  sizes.  There  are  no  traces  of  either  doors^  windows,  or 
loop«holes.  The  ruins  hare  been  thooght  to  resemble  the  hall  of 
an  antient  ship,  and  have  given  rise  to  much  antiquarian  discus- 
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rion.  Governor  Powuall  (in  a  paper  inserted  in  the^AreluBok^) 
nscribes  this  fabric  to  the  northern  pirates  who  invaded  Irebnd^ 
and  conjectures  it  to  be  the  SkiMhditer  of  the  Edda ;  in  which 
opinion  he  is  supported  by  Dr.  Ledwich.  A  building  somewhat 
^similar  is  said  by  Mr.  Beauford  4:o  have  been  discovered  in  the 
county  of  Mayo.  It  may  be  observed^  on  the  authority  of  the  anifaor 
of  "  Northern  Antiquities  ,**  that  the  fortresses  of  the  antient  Danes 
were^  lilce  this  buildings  mere  rude  piles,  rendered  haeeeisiUe  by 
iKck  mig^hapen  waiU. 

Fauobaud,  or  FAuoHfin,  two  miles  and  a  quarter  from 
Dundalk  J  towards  the  north-eaM,  is  celebrated  as  the  Mrth-plaoe  ai 
St.  Brigid,  who  was  bom  towards  the  middle  of  the  fifth  centiuy, 
and  was  foundress  of  many  nunneries  in  different  parts  of  Irdand, 
but  resided  chiefly  in  the  convent  of  her  own  foundation  at  Kildare. 
She  died  on  the  1st  of  February,  either  in  the  year  591  or  593,  on 
the  anniversary  of  which  day  her  memory  is  celetoited.  Accoidii^ 
to  Usher,  a  nunnery  was  erected  here,  by  St.  Monenna,  in  the 
year  638,  wherein  that  saint  presided,  for  some  time,  over  IdO 
virgins.  It  is  also  said  that  a  monastery  for  regular  canons  was 
erected  here,  in  an  early  age,  to  the  honour  of  St«r  Brigid ;  but 
no  records  of  snch  a  foundation  are  now  remaining^  The  parisb 
church  is  thought  to  have  occupied  its  site.  The  anClent  church 
ftdfing  to  decay,  a  new  structure  has  been  recently  erected,  wifk 
the  aid  of  80D/.  lent  by  the  bdard  of  first  fruits,  on  a  plot  of 
ground  purchased  for  that  purpose  of  Lord  Clermont.  A  handsome 
rectory-house  has  likewise  been  built,  in  t^at  parttif  the  parM 
termed  Fork-HUl. 

Mr.  Wright  expatiates,  at  some  length,  on  oeftrift  veMges  of 
antiquity  Connected  with  this  parish.  An  upright  and"  unhewn 
mass  of  stone  he  describes  as  being  named  after  St.  Bri^d.  **  U 
has  a  raised  work  about  if,  in  the  form  of  a  horse^shoe,"  and  the 
place  is  shown,  where,  '^  ufmn  a  rough  rt)cky  flint,  Aose  who 
were  enjoined  penance,  as  he  was  informed  by  a  priest,  used  to 
pray  upon  their  bare  knees,  till  the  blood  rwn  round  abma  ikem** 
He  likewise  notices  a  stone  called  St.  Brigid's  Pillar,  **  raised 
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upon  two  circidaf  and  concentric  steps^  round  which  tfce  nans  of 
the  convent  ttsed  to  go  upon  their  hnees^  on  particolar  occasions ; 
sometfanes  ronnd  the  lesser,  and  sonietames  round  the  larger 
Circle,  as  their  penitence  Required."  An  artificial  mount,  in  thia 
neighbourhood,  ealled  the  Faughardy  is  mentioned  by  the  same 
wtiter,  as  being  "  composed  of  stones  and  terras,  raised  to  the 
height  of  sixty  feet,  in  the  form  of  the  fruttrum  of  a  cone,  with  a 
deep'trench  ronnd  it.  There  was>  formerly,  some  sort  of  an  octa<* 
gonal  building  upon  the  top  of  it,  as  appettrs  from  the  foundationt 
remaining  5  but  whethier  it  was  a  tower,  or  a  parapet  only  breast 
high,  there  is  not  wall  enough  now  remaining  to  determine/' 
BngraTed  fiews  of  the  whole  of  these  subjects  are  presented  in 
the  Lonthiana. 

I  %r  John  Davies  mentions,  on  Che  authority  of  the  red  book 
of  the  exchequer,  that  '^  Fagher,  neere  Dondalke"  was  the 
field  of  action  between  the  armies  under  Edward  Brace  and  Sir 
John  Birmingham,  in  which  the  first^nsmed  leader  was  overthrown 
and  slain;  Here  also  Lord  Mountjoy  gave  a  check  to  the  arms  of 
Tyrone,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth. 

Between  the  town  of  Dundalk  and  Fork  Hill  is  the  handsome 
mansion  of  Colonel  Ogle,  recently  erected  at  a  considerable 
expense. 

RjrTUf  SDALB  Pakk,  itt  the  parish  of  Ballymascanhn,  is  one  of 
tlie  seats  in  this  county  belonging  to  the  family  of  Forteseue, 
descended  from  the  antient  funily  of  that  name  in  Devonshire, 
and  ennobled  by  the  titles  of  viscount  and  baron  Clermont.  The 
first  of  this  family  who  resided  at  Ravensdale  was  the  Right  Hon. 
James  Fortescue,  who  represented  the  county  of  Louth,  in  the 
parliament  of  Ireland,  for  many  years,  and  died  in  1783.  By 
that  gentleman  the  present  well^'wooded  and  improved  demesne 
was  created,  from  a  tract  so  wild  that  it  might  be  denominated  a 
Waste.  The  house  is  finely  situated,  and  the  grounds  possesa 
much  beanty ;  but  this  seat  seldom  affords  a  reridoice  to  ita 
noble  owner. 

In  the  same  neighbourhood  are  the  seats  of  Baron  M*ClellaBd> 
and  J.  Wolfe  M'Neale,  Esq. 
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Near  Lurguh  Gnsm,  a  small  y^V  town  on  the  western  margitt 
of  the  bay  of  Dandalkj^  is  Clbsicont,  a  seat  that  adrds  the 
title  of  Viscoaot  and  Baron^  in  the  Irish  peerage^  to  the  £unily 
of  Forteacne. 

At  a  short  distance  from  the  above  seat^  towards  the  sondi^ 
is  Dbomiskin,  or  DaiuisKiNi  where  are  the  remains  of  a  ronnd- 
or  pillar  tower,  which-  fabric  would  s^pear  to  have  been,  when 
perfect  in  its  original  height,  one  of  the  tallest  and  most  spadoos 
bnildings  of  the  kind  in  Ireland-.  The  antient  doorway  is  ronnd- 
headed;,  and  elevated>  as  nsnal,  many  feet  above  the  groond ;  bat 
an  opening,'  levd  with  the  soil,  was  made  in  late  yeara,  this  rain 
having  been  adopted  for  a  belfry.  The  castle  and  lands  of  Dro- 
miskin,  belonging  to  die  Fortesene  £unily,  were  obtained  by  Sir 
Faithful  Fortesene,  KdU  in  the  reign  of  James  I  j  early  in  w^ich 
rdgn  Sir  Faithfnl- settled  in  Ireland.  Chichester  F4M*tescoe,  B«|« 
the  grandson  of  Sir  Faithful,  became  ancestor  of  that  branch^ 
the  Fortescoe  family  that  is  denominated  after  this  place* 

Castlb  Bellisohau,  another  villi^  on  the  margin  of  Blaa- 
dalk  (contignons  to  GemouBtown,  the  antient  residence  of  the 
Oernon  family)  is  pleasantly  situated,  and  is  celebrated  for  its 
breweries,  which  are  sud  to  produce  the  best  ale  in  Irelaod. 
Some  linen  is  also  mannfactared  here.  Near-  the  village  is  an 
earih«work,  situated  on  the  summit  of'  an  eminenoo  commanding 
extensive  views.  Mr.  Wright  describes  tluswork  as  having 
**  been  formerly  a  very  strong  camp,  in  the  shape  of  an  heart.*' 
In  one  corner  of  the  endosnre  is  a  circular  tnmnlns.  The  neif^-' 
bouring  country-people  have  a  vague  ^tradition,  that  the  fiist 
parliament  held  in  Ireland  was  assembled  here. 

At  KiUmrtm,  near  Oernonstown>  a  commandery  for  Knights 
Ten^lars  was  founded,  in  the  twelfth  century,  by  Maud  de  Lacy* 
In  the  rmgn  of  Edward  IL  this  foundation  was  bestowed  on  the 
Knights  Hospitallers. 

The  small  town  of  Carlingford  is  situated  near  the  foot  of  an 
extensive  range  of  mountains^  on  the  south  east  side  of  a  spacious 
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bay.  This  was  a  station  of  some  importance  dariog  the  earlj 
ages  of  tlie  English  ascendancy  in  Ireland.  The  first  fornation 
ofatown^  to  any  considerable  extent,  was  probably  consequent 
on  the  erection  of  a  castle,  which  is  traditionally  said  to  have 
taken  place  by  order  of  King  John.  This  towu  was  never  regn- 
lariy  walled  or  fortified  •;  but,  as'  it  was  eiposed  to  continnal 
dangers,  on  account  of  its  situation  on  the  frontier  of  tbePlale, 
every  principal  domestic  building  was  designed  in  hnnble  resem- 
blaaoe  of  a  fortress.  The  remains  of  eudi  stmetores  were  name- 
rooSy  not  more  than  half  a  century  back* 

History  has  not  preserved  the  remembrance  of  many  important 
events  connected  with  this  frontier  town.  In  1649,  it  qoicldy 
tnrreadered  to  Lord  Inchiquin,  after  that  commander  hadsnc- 
ceedittg  in  reducing  Dnndalk,  its  more  powerfnl  neighbow«  In 
the  war  between  William  and  James,  a  detachment  of  the  forces 
under  the  Duke  of  Berwidc  set  fire  to  CarUngford,  and  eftcted 
considerable  damage. 

The  Ca9ile,  which  is  often  termed  King  Johm*$  Gmile,  is  an 
extensive  but  not  a  picturesque  ruin,  seated  on  a  solid  rock,  the 
'•idea  of  which  are  laved  by  the  sea.  .  Lofty  mountains  rise  in  an 
inland  direction,  at  the  foot  of  which  is  a  narrow  pass,  formerly 
commanded  by  the  fortress.  The  building  was  of  an  irregular 
form,  adapted  to  the  natural  circumstances  of  its  site.  The  walls 
are,  in  some  parts,  not  less  than  eleven  feet  in  thickness* 

On  the  southern  side  of  the  town  are  the  ruins  of  a  i/onnt/^iy, 
founded  in  the  year  1305,  by  Richard  de  Burgh,  Earl  of  Ulster, 
under  the  invocation  of  St*  Malachy,  for  friars-preachers,  or  Domi- 
nicans.  In  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  Henry  VIII.  this  dissolved 
friary  and  its  possessions,  among  which  were  seven  messuages 
within  the  town,  and  a  water-mill,  were  granted,  in  et^Ue,  to 
Nicholas  BagnelL  The  remains  of  the  buildings  are  extensive  and 
picturesque,  exhibiting  traces  of  the  pointed  architecture  of  the 
fourteenth  century.  On  the  summit  of  a  neighbouring  hill  is  a 
church  of  antient  foundation,  with  a  large  burial-ground. 

Carlingford  formerly  gave  the  title  of  earl  to  the  family  of 
Taafe,  seated  for  many  centnries  in  the  county  of  Louth.  The 
title  becoming  extinct  in  that  family,  by  the  decease  of  Tlieobald, 
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tha  fourdi  earl,  witlMMit iuse,  ia  1738,  his  late  majeafty,  Ctoorg^ III. 
beatowed  the  title  of  Fkamt^  Carlmgfisrd  on  the  fiunily  of  Car- 
penter, together  with  the  earldom  of  TyrcoaaeL 

The  Bay  ofCarlmgford  is  spacious,  and  the  water  deep;  but, 
anfortnnately,  the  navigation  is  rendered  dangerous  by  hidden 
rocks.  The  scenery  is  truly  beantiful.  The  mountains,  whicb 
rise  on  both  sides,  are  in  some  i^orts  ornamentally  wooded,  and 
in  other  divisions  are  richly  varied  with  heath  or  verdure,  and 
amiling  strips  of  cultivation.  The  shores  are  decorated  with  nume- 
rous villas  and  agreeable  cottages,  whilst  several  villages,  much 
resorted  to  for  bathing,  increase  the  animation  that  imparts  an 
ittdelcribaUe  charm  to  the  maigin  of  these  attractive  waters. 

We  must  not  quit  this  favoored  spot  without  observiiig  that 
the  shores  of  Carlingford  bay  are  celebrated  for  the  production  of 
a  species  of  oyster,  highly  esteemed,  and  sent  for  sale  to  Dublin, 
and  many  more  distant  parts  of  the  island.  This  oyster  has  the 
peculiarity  of  green  skirts,  or  fins,  and  is  by  no  means  of  a  pre^ 
possessing  appearance,  but  has  a  delicious  flavour. 

Some  further  descriptive  remarks  on  the  shores  of  Carlingferd 
Bay,  are  presented  in  that  part  of  our  work  which  treats  of  th|i 
eoanty  of  Down« 
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Sft0itSTAR>  the  southern  proTince  of  Ireland,  is  boonded  on  the 
north  by  Connaught,  and  on  the  east  by  Leinater :  on  the  sovth 
and  west  it  oMets  the  ocean.  This  is  the  largest  of  the  four 
provinces  into  which  the  island  is  divided.  According  to  Wake- 
field it  comprehends  9S76  English  square  miles  |  but  Beaufort 
midres  the  number  of  square  miles  to  be  no  more  than  8,474 
Bbgiish,  or  Bfi7B,  Irish  measure.  It  is  said,  in  the  additions 
to  the  BritanniA,  that  «'  Mnnst^  is  about  100  miles  long.  The 
breaddi  is  very  unequal,  being  from  68  to  107  miles,  and 
the  droitmferenoe,  including  the  windings,  about  W0«*'  The 
total  number  of  inhabitants,  in  the  year  18S1,  appears>  from  the 
periodical  returns  of  the  ennmerators,  and  the  reports  of  tile 
Biagistrates>  to  have  been  9,005|869.  It  is  divided  into  the  six 
counties  named,  C(vk|  Waterford;  Hj^rary}  Clare)  limerick) 
and  Kerry. 

Ftdemy  places  in  this  division  of  Ireland  the  nations,  or  tribes, 
termed  Velabri)  Uterini)  Vodissj  and  Coriondi)  to  which,  if  we 
follow  Orosius,  may  be  added  the  Luceni. 

It  is  stated,  in  Gough's  additions  to  Camden,  chiefly  on  the 
anthority  of  Ortelius,  and  documents  presented  in  the  Collectanea 
de  Rebus  Hibemicis,  that  Munster,  before  the  arrival  of  the 
English,  contidned  the  eight  following  prindpalities :  1.  ^  Breo- 
ghtm,  the  present  county  of  Waterford.  S.  Oitag^,  the  antient 
Oesory,  being  part  of  the  present  Queen's  County,  and  county 
of  Tlpperary .  3 .  Omumd,  or  Oir-Mmmkm,  that  is^  East  Munster, 
comprehending  the  present  baronies  of  Uppdr  and  Lower  Ormond, 
andalsothe  baronies  of  Ownyand  Arra,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary. 
4.  7%9mond,  or  Tutuk-Mmmkam,  that  is  North  Munster,  compre- 
hending the  present  county  of  Clare.    5.  ^me  Ciiack,  or  E^mmek 
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Amecliach,  the  present  connty  of  Limerick.  6  'CetrigU,  or  Ciar, 
the  present  county  of  Kerry.  7.  ^Mk  Liaiham,  oontdniiig  tiie 
north  part  of  the  connty  of  Cork,  and  the  present  haionies  of 
Fermoy^  Barrets^  Barrymore, '  KiQnatBtoon9>  nul  ^okilly.  8. 
Corcalwghe,  the  antient  kingdom  of  Cork. 

In  oottformity  to  the  usage  of  C^tic  institutions,  the  petty 
princes  who  ruled  o?er  the  above  districts^  were  subject  to  a  pro- 
vincial sovereign,  who  was  styled  King  of  Muster,  la  tko  first 
volume  of  the  CoUeetanea  Hibemicie  is  given  a  genealogical  and 
historical  account  of  the  kings  of  Munster,  eoBua»neiBg  with 
Bogan  More,  who  lived  in  the  latter  part  of  the  second  century. 
The  account  of  those  kings,  from  Eogan  More  down  to  Kennedy, 
the  father  of  Brien,  Mug  of  all  freiand,  is  extracted  from  the 
CWor  Monumienm,  or  Mnnster  book.  After  whidi  reign  the 
historical  particulars  are  coUected'from  various  aanalSi  hut  chiefly 
from  those  of  Innisfallen  and  Tighemach.  U  wiU  rearitty  be 
expected  Ahat  the  anecdotes  prfesentedy  relate  to  little  besides 
.battle  Jind  murder.  They,  however,  assume.aoiiieia^QrtaiMe  as 
Hie  story  ifproacbes  the  cendnsion  of  the  eighth  ooitaryy  at  wUeh 
lime  Mnnsfcer  was  first  infested  by  iDvasteai  feom  An  north. 
From  these  provincial  annals  we  ind  that  the  Pahes>  or  OstaMS, 
with  various  fortune,  harassed  the  most  fertile  parts  of  Miniter, 
lar  smny  suecesaive  ages,  although  often  eaeoHntered  by  the 
natlvea,  with  distingilished  bravery.  Th^  aiemdrable  gnilantry 
of  Brien  Boiroimh,  King  of  Mnoeter,  who  marched  ^[alnst  theie 
foea,  at  the  head  of  the  tribe  of  Dal-Cas,  and  perished  at  Chmtarf, 
Bithe  arms  of  vlctory,has  been  already  noticed  in  oor  deaeriftioe 
of  Leinater. 

When  the  vndllaling  pow^  of  the  Danes,  ia  Iitf  and,  hH,  for 
ever,  beneath  the  aecendancy  of  the  English,  Mnnster  made  no 
step  towards  the  attainment  of  internal  tranqnillity.  Much  blood 
was.  shed  in  hn  oppesition  to  the  new  power,  waged  by  the  mtlve 
princes  ^  or,  on  their  decay,  by  the  antient  Irish  interest.  When 
the  swOtd  was  not  drawn  in  the  general  cause,  it  was  employed 
in  family  quarrels,  almost  equally  destructive  in  operatioB  as 
warfare  on  great  public  questions.    Among  these,  th^  hostilities 
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tetvaoft  tile  OeiAwds  and  M^C^rAys  are  offe^eively  promioenH' 
Baft  (be  nte^  impocUal  #veiit  io  |t|^  enaala  of  Mq9f  tor  j  sobseqfientk 
toiiht %utry  ot  theiEngttah)  as  regurdi^  t^pognphioal  iavettigi^ 
tuws»  it  fbwd  ift  Ibe  change  ol  property  aad  popu^j&an  derigoedj 
and  pav^y  ^Med,  by  Qaeea  EUaabetb. 

Thai  sagMJpaa  iqaeeii*  an4  bar  ad?iMr«»  bad  ioag  ^alertiaaad 
theaehM&eef  rapeapliat^tbe  8qaUi  of  Ireland mtb.E^gliab&mUiasj, 
aaAibafftovaflmeaaaeqaen^  of  a  long,  aod  >devaf tatiqg  wavf 
pvenentad  mi  €tAimtagm»  opi^fUinity  (nt  oarryiilg  tbin  pn9Bi:t 
inUi.eaeaatiaii.  On  tba  vllaiadM:  of  tha.EM  <tf  <I>w»»iid,  Md 
aa  many  aa  one  bondredand  fK^  of  bit  adharaataj  tbe  yovnger 
<<Hia'o£  gfod.  biniliaa^  and  oCbar  adventiMna  penoaa^  ware  iarrited 
feaitt  evivytpairl  af  JBi^^d  to  became  muUrfithisi,  or  aettJcva  w 
the  iKMtied<<n4tataa.  i  W«i  aia  taU^.by  the  Matopri^nt  of  tbit  wa» 
tiiat  laadif  9wai«<offiBrod»'bi  S^  'lPt,A  8amU.acreabia,i;M  of  J^Mraa 
panoflb  aadiittKemna  fdaaaa  tvo  panaa*"  The.ihM  p^ym<Mi^«af 
atwi  tiM* a«Mdl- rent  ¥at.aat  is» aoimaiiea  aatU.the  awiintiion  laf 
aw  yairaj  nnd  ae«en  yeaaa  wera  dtowad  to  oHapMf^vtha  plvata*^ 
iMM».  f^Tb^.andaiftaker:for:tirelTQthMBandaisra«,  waaboaiid 
lftpian*.cjfht|r<^iuailM8  anJUaealate:  tbaae  who  engaged  for 
laaear  aaigMBiina  Wera-to  pi«ivido  a  pfc^KurtionaUe  nnqibfir.  Sk 
Ghnalophar  Hatlon»  Sir  WaUav  Ralaigb,  Sir  Tbomaa  Nonria>  Sk 
Walter  St.  Lagar/ Sir  OaoigallonreUar^  and  sMiiy  etbev  gentle^ 
men  of  power  and  distiBCtioa^  veeciTad  giaata  ofidilEereait  por« 
liona." 

The  laida  £Mf eitod^  atthia  jaactaie^  afeaaldtohaveanonnied 
to  ayirards  of  5740  acvea*  Of  theee  it  U  aa|^pOBed  that  aboi^ 
^440  nrerei  gruited  to  nndertafcen^  the  veaiiainder  being  reatored 
to  aodi  aa  'ware  perdaned^  or  being  aofier6d  to  feaudn  in 
posaaaaite  of  tba  aid  ptoprietora. 

The.feanlt  oC  thia  po&ic  design^  proved  lenarkably  inado* 
^tnate  to  the  expectationi  formed  by  EHaabetb  and .  bar  connail. 
Many  of  the  principal  g^raKteee  were  of  too  high  a  station  in  their 
ewn  oeontry^  to  enter  on  the  penalties  of  a  residence  npon  lands 
io  which  tbemsehres,  and  the  hand  from  ^  which  they  deriTad» 
had  no  other  claim  than  that  of  the  sword^  still- wet  with  Mood^ 
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Tfaey  wfire,  also^  unable  to  phte  a  due  iraaiW  of  luellil  tenants 
on  their  respeetive  estates  3  and  it  appears  that  tiie  goverameBt, 
and  the  planters^  wete  equally  negleocfal  of  measures  for  the 
defence  of  the  new  colony.  From  these,  and  numerous  minor 
causes,  very  fev  of  the  families  endowed  with  the  forfeited  property 
of  Munster,  in  the  time  of  Bfizabeth,  stmek  root  in  the  tfsil*  It 
is  truly  observed,  in  an  analysis  of  the  Down  Sur«rey,  pretzed 
to  the  vaiuable  work  of  Mr.  Shaw  Mtton,  that  thedesoeiidants 
of  tli^  adventurers  under  Queen  EliaabeiAy  viewed  aa^  iiodyy 
have;  for  the  most  part>  melted  away  from  observation^  i»  a 
manner  altogether  painful  -and  sqrpr isidg. 

Thid  Southern  province  comprises  traote  of  great  mlaral 
fertility,  but  there  are  many  ranges  of  mountain  baoeeeitUfrtotlie 
agriculturist,  and  not  cdculated  to  afford  any  real  heneftt-te 
society,  unless  it  shall  be  Isnnd  that  tlie^  eontsin  orfseral  pro- 
ducts, in  Suficient  quantities  to  rewaird  the  efints^of-  #Biefpflse 
and  industry.  To  Che  tr«vel}er  in  search  el4be  pSeteesfae, 
many  parts  of  Munster  will  affbvd  high  gMtitoatioa.  "Bho  ehanas 
of  KiAaniey.exalt  this  island  to  a  rlralry  witb  Switeerbuad,  the 
great  ahow^pliice  of  Europe.  Mor  are  the  atlractkMweC'lfuMter 
coiifindd  tothe  boasted  splendour  of  libelidGes.  its  incfeansiiMlines 
oiP  coaM,  in  various  parts,  but  partlcularly^^tliose  towarda  the  west, 
displiy  tinnsoal  grandeur  of  scenery  j  and  the  bank%^  not  only  ef 
the  prineipal  rivers,  but  of  eome  oiiregaided  strasam,  rereal^hean* 
ties  calculated  to  surprise  and  enchant  the  admirer  of  nature.  At 
some  ftrture  day,  when  the  negleetied  charnM  of  thie  fair  tenitory 
shall  be  more  duly  appreciated  than  at  present,  it  is  prsfaable 
that  each  of  these  rivera  will  have  its  descriptive  ^^  Qmde,**  or 
encomiastK  «<  Tourist;*'  and  it  will  lh«s  bo  found  that  they  aie 
as  deserving  of  tastefal  inquiry,  and  of  illuatirmliett  fnmi  the 
pencil  and  the  pen,  as  the  mdre  favoured  .Wye  of  nd  isiuttd  aider 
happier  droumstances. 

The  cities  of  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Waterford  add  much  to  4^ 
importance  of  this  division  of  Ireland  $  and  the  oonntry  abounds  in 
subjecta  of  antiquarian  speculation,  many  of  which  posseaa  a 
considerable  degree  of  interest. 
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COUNTY  OF  CORK. 
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Tbi8  18  aioeh  the  krgesi  ooaatj  in  Ireland,  and  ia  not  inferior 
IB  aisa  to  any  Engliih  conaty,  etcepC  Yorkahire.  lis  gireateat 
extent,  froai  eaatto  wett,  is  rather  more  than  ninety  Irish  miles^ 
aad  ita  fiidth,  at  the  broadest  part,  which  oceara  near  the  centre, 
18  about  forty.  On  the  north  its  boondariea  meet  those  of 
Limeridi.  On  the  east  and  nerth-eaat  lie  Waterfdwd  and  Tip- 
perary.  Kerry  joina  tUa  coaoty  on  the  west ;  andon  the  soathis 
a  fine  eitent  of  aea*coaat^  compcehending,  indeed,  the  greater 
part  of  tiie  aoatjhem  coast  of  Ireland; 

The  eonnty  of  Cork  is  of  a  hiUy  character  throoghont^  and  in 
seme  porta  presents  moontains  of  great  altilode  aad  exteat.  The 
western  districts  are  chiefly  moontainoas,  and  exhibit  mnch 
wiMneaa  ofaspect,  <rften  blended  with  great  beaaty.  A  dwin  of 
BMMmtains  rans  westward,  through  the  central  parts  of  the  county, 
lite  remarked  by  Mr.Townsend,  that  all  the  ''raageaof  high 
aad  low  land  are  obaerved  to  ran  nearly  in  the  direction  of  east 
aad  west,  if  not  with  perfect  regularity,  at  least  with  such  a 
geoeral  tenoor  as  to  stamp  this  their  leading  character.*'  The 
BMWt  oqaable  and  fertile  tracta  are  foand  in  the  mntUi  and  east. 
The  south- west  borders  of  the  county  are  composed  of  immense 
Mases  of  rock,  which  act  aa  barriers  against  the  rage  of  the 
Atlaatic  oeean,  often  forming  prominent  headlands,  for  the  defence 
of  the  bays  and  harbours  which  are  numerous  on  this  coast* 

From  this  prowling  diversity  of  surface,  is  obtained  an  endless 
variety  of  captimtng  scenery,  deicient  in  no  component  part  of 
the  pietaresque,  with  the  exception  of  wood.  That  this  county 
ibrmeriy  abounded  with  timber,  is  suffidently  evident  from  the 
vestiges  discovered  beneath  the  soil ;  but  the  same  causes  wUch 
have  led  to  the  denudation  of  other  parts  of  Irelandj  have  here 
operated  with  most  destructive  force. 
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No  comity  of  Ireland  is  more  amply  watered  than  that  whidi 
we  are  now  describing.  The  Blackwaier,  which  tdces  its  riae 
among  mountiuns  on  the  borders  of  Kerry^  and  discharges  itself 
into  the  sea  at  Yonghal^  is  the  principal  ri?er.  The  banlcs  of 
this  river  afford  an  exuberance  of  rich  and  lovely  scenery,  bat  the 
rapidity  of  its  course  is  so  great,  that  it  is  not  navigable,  in  an 
important  degree,  beyond  the  flow  of  the  tide.  •  This  is  the 
Awkuhjf  of  Spencer.  The  river  Lee,  whidi  rises  ftom  a  lake^ 
also  on  the  confines  of  Kerry,  proceeds  in  an  easterly  Erection, 
for  about  thirty  miles  from  its  source,  when  it  arrives  at  the  dty 
of  Cork^  and  there,  meeting  the  tide,  becomes  navigable  for 
vessels  of  considerable  burdien.  The  rivers  of  minorconmileraftion 
are  the  Bandmi ;  the  liem ;  and  the  Amheg.  This  latter  river, 
under  the  name  of  the  geidle  Mmiia,  is  celebrated  in  vecues, 
likely  to  prove  lasting  as  the  flow  of  its  own  y99tvn,  by  the  peet 
Spencer,  whose  former  place  of  residence  on  its  banks  will  be 
hereafter  noticed .  Many  small  lakes  are  found  in  the  mountainous 
parts  of  the  county,  and  chalybeate  springs  occur  in  furious 
districts^  the  most  popular  medidnid  waters  bring  tiiose  of  hUlow, 
agsin  mentioned  in  our  description  of  that  place. 

The  SW/,  although  branching  into  various  snborcBnate  species, 
may  be  reduced,  in  a  general  view,  into  foiur  kinds»  which  are 
thus  suodnctly  described  in  the  Agricultural  Survey.— ''  Tlie 
calcareous,  or  that  found  in  the  limestone  tracts.— «The  loaoiy 
smis  not  calcareous,  by  which  are  meant  these  deep  and  mdioir 
soils  remote  from  limestone,  and  generally  occurring  in  theksi 
elevated  parts  of  the  grey  and  red  stone  districts.«-Tbe  light  aid 
shallow  soils,  resting  upon  ftn  absorbeirt  bottom,  as  gravel  end 
rubbly  stone ;— 4md  the  moorland,  or  peat  soil,  the  nsual  substra- 
tum of  which  is  hard  rode,  or  coarse  retentive  day/* 

The  state  of  agriculture  is  still  very  backward,  tteegt  on  the 
estates  of  those  amateur  farmers  of  h^h  rank,  whose  lands,  Bke 
thttr  dra#ing-rooms,  are  disposed  nearly  in  the  same  fashion  io 
every  part  of  the  emigre.  The  varions  causes  which  have  long 
aggrieved  the  agricultural  interest  of  Ireland,  and  can  only  besvr- 
mounted  by  a  gradual  and  general  amelioration  of  manners,  press 
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heafily  on  the  petty  fiurmersof  this  district,  who,  as  in  every  other 
piu't  of  thi/i  island,  form  the  great  majority  of  persons  employed 
in  cnltivatiDg  the  soil.  Among  sncb,  the  spade  is  still  often  used 
ag  a  enbstitnte  for  the  plough,  not  from  preference,  but  through 
wantj  and  we  thus  see,  imposed  by  necessity,  that  simple  and 
lld>orion8  state  of  husbandry,  which  a  modem  benevolent  speculator 
wonld  fain  recommend  to  adoption,  on  a  principle  of  improvement. 
Men  naturally  strive  to  persuade  themselves  that  their  defects,  or 
privations,  are,  iu  fact^  beneficial  j  and,  thus,  the  lower  and 
ignorant  classes  of  farmerSt  in  this  county,  indulge  in  a  prejudice 
that  much  ploughing  weakens  the  soil! 

The  growth  of  potatoes  is  the  object  of  greatest  concern  with 
the  ordinmry  farmer  ^  and>  after  this  crop,  the  common  succession 
is  wheat 3  barley;  oats.  Our  readers  in  England,  conversant  with 
good  agricultural  practice,  will  not  find,  without  surprise,  that 
the  seed  of  the  last*named  grain,  where  the  plough  is  partially 
used,  is ''  commonly  thrown  on  the  stubble,  and  ploughed  ib,  fre- 
iioently  without  the  a^lication  of  the  harrow.**  After  wheat  and 
baiiey  are  apwn,  the  clods  are  usually  broken  with  a  spade — an 
inefficient,  or,  at  least,  a. most  laborious,  substitute  for  the  proper 
uae  of  the  plough,  and  the  adoption  of  the  harro^. 

Weeding  is  seldom  practised,  except  with  the  potatoe  crop ; 
and  this  circumstance  of  neglect^  joined  with  the  ^haustion  to 
which  the  land  is  subjected  by  a  repeated  succession  of  corn, 
readers  unavailing  the  real  goodness  of  the  soil,  and  the  intended 
bounty  of  nature.  The  use  of  artificial  grasses  is  obtaining  in 
many  parjbs  of  the  county,  and  presents  the  best  means  of  counter- 
acting the  ill  effect  proceeding  from  the  mischievous  activity  of 
the  ignorant  agriculturist. 

The  system  of  mimic  gavelkind,  or  division  of  small  holdings 
amongst  the  numerous  sons  of  a  farming  family,  produces  here, 
as  in  other  parts  of  Ireland,  the  serious  evil  of  a  great  population 
of  small  farmers,  all  indigent,  all  prejudiced,  and  rendered, 
from  their  self-elected  position,  a  weak  and  ready  prey  to  the 
impositions  of  those  who  trade  in  land,  and  usurp  a  name  of  much 
reverence  in  countries  where  no  such  petty  divisions  take  place — 
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that  of  landlord.  We  present,  below,*  an  aeeorate  descriptioa  of 
the  dwelling  of  an<^inary  fiurmer;  and,  where  ihe  head  of  an 
agricultural  establishment  lives  in  such  circomstances  of  misery, 
it  will  be  easily  snpposed  that  the  condition  of  the  peasant,  his 
laboarer,  is  woChl  indeed!  A  progressive  improvement,  however, 
has  been  taking  place  in  the  condition  of  the  low«r  classes  of 
society,  through  many  recent  years. 

The  implements  of  husbandry  are  lew,  and  of  mde  oonstnction, 
on  the  small  fiurms;  and  the  oar  without  wheehi  is  still  used,  in 
monntainons  and  recluse  parte  of  the  ooaatry. 

The  manners  and  customs  of  the  people  of  tint  distriet  A»  not 
differ,  in  many  important  particulars,  from  those  prevuling  in 
other  parts  of  Ireland.  The  peasantry  of  both  sexes  are  o^mble 
of  great  and  patient  labonr,  and  are  onifors^y  of  a  vivaoiooft  and 
communicative  temper.  80  curious  are  the  paradoxes  of  hnmaa 
condition,  that  poverty  itself,  by  prednding  all  oalcnlatioos 
respecting  the  future,  gives  cheerfisdness  as  a  substitnte  for  the 
cares  and  anxiety  which  attend  every  stagff  in  the  acqniremwt  of 
property,  and  invariably  promote  tadturnlty  of  habit.  A  very 
poor  is,  generally,  a  very  merry  people. 

The  Irish  language  is  exdnsively  nsed>  in  most  fkxts  remote 
from  principal  towns }  and  hence,  if  no  other  motive  were  apparent, 
might  we,  in  some  measuroj  account  for  the  abhorrence  witii  which 
the  natives  of  this  county  view  all  proposals  of  emigration.  Traces 
of  antient  customs  must  be  expected  amongst  a  people  who  thss 
fondly  adhere  to  the  original  language  <^  their  country,  and  ding, 
through  all  severities  of  privation,  to  the  spot  that  afibided  them 

*  **  Houses  differ  in  tise  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  occu- 
pier, bat  they  are  all-  built,  when  left  to  the  farmer's  choice,  on  the  saoie 
exceptionable  plan,  with  an  open  chimney  at  one  end,  and  a  amall  room 
separated  by  a  partition  at  the  other.  This  is  the  bed-chamber  of  the 
family,  and  servos  also  as  a  store  room.  The  walls  are  too  lowio  alh»» 
an  upper  floor  for  habitable  purposes,  but  a  few  sticks,  thrown  across  at 
the  feet  of  the  rafters,  form  a  receptacle  for  lumber  Glass  windows  are 
a  luxury  towhich  cottagers  rarely  aspire;  but,  as  light  U  an  indispeosable 
requisite,  they  contrive,  by  mailing  two  opposite  dours,  tohaveonealwajf 
open  for  its  admission.*'    Townsend's  Stat.  Survey,  p.  ^t  I . 
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birth.  The  most  renarlttble  of  time  is  tke  practice  of  tlit  funeral 
cry,  or  plaint}  an  obstrq^erans  sobstitnte  for  the  genniBe  ezpresi- 
sionft  of  griefi  thai  is  here  raised  by  women  only,  and  often  by 
a«ch  females  as  officiate  apon  this  occasion,  withoot  the  incitement' 
of  aay  prerions  cotmexion  widi  the  deceased,  or  real  sympathy 
with  the  woes  and  interesto  of  the  snrfiving  hmUj.  The  cere- 
monies of  the  wake  do  not  vary  from  those  of  other  counties. 

Little  ia  known  concerning  the  snbterranean  contents  of  this 
ooonty.  Iron  ore  is  fonnd  in  great  |denty,  and  was  formerly 
amelted  in  consideraUe  quantities.  Lead  hai,  also,  been  frequently 
discofered,  but  usually  in  small  t dns.  Copper  is  more  rarely 
seen .  Coal,  the  fossil  of  primary  importance  to  the  wants  of  man 
ia  a  denuded  country,  has  been  found  in  one  barony  only,  and 
tut  distant  from  the  prindpal  towns.  Marble,  of  a  great  farlety 
of  hues,  and  often  of  a  very  estimable  quality,  abounds  in 
sereral  tracts,  and  may,  when  better  known,  become  an  article  of 
graat  request.  It  is  generally  of  a  mixed  colour,  but  pure  white 
in  found  in  narrow  veins.  Brown  and  yellow  ochres,  and  potter's 
olay,  complete  the  list  of  useful  subterraneous  productions  hitherto 
discovered. 

The  mannfimtures  are  of  little  iaqmrtance,  in  a  commercial 
point  of  view.  Besides  frieze  and  Unen,  chiefly  need  for  home 
eonsnmption,  there  are,  in'dilferent  parts  of  the  county,  some 
fiew  establishments  for  the  manufactures  of  cotton }  sail»cloth,  of 
en  approved  quality  5  woollen  artidee;  endpaper.  The  provi- 
aion  trade  forms  an  important  branch  of  commercial  pnraoits,  in 
the  city  of  Cork.  A  great  part  of  the  beef,  pork,  and  butler 
produced  throughout  the  south  of  Ireland  is  shipped  at  that  port. 

This  large  county  is  divided  into  the  following  Sirteen  Baro" 
me$:  DuAaliow}  Orrery  €md  Kiimore;  Fermojf  $  Cendem  emd 
Ci0»giiSem;  Kilinaiaiieam;ImekUiy;Barrymaref  Berrei$9i  JfM- 
Aerry ;  Kmaimeafy ;  Kmmlea  end  KerrwurrUny ;  Ceurceys ;  Barrtf-- 
roe;  Ibaume  or  Ibane;  Carbery  $  and  Bear  and  Baniry,  To  these 
must  be  added,  in  regard  to  circumstances  of  political  division, 
the  county  of  the  City  of  Cork,  and  the  iibertiee  of  Youghal,  Km* 
saie,  and  Mallow, 
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The  wbola  of  tl»  above  districts  are  ^oindlridedj  ia  reference 
to  ecdesiMtical  affairs^  into  three  diooesses  and  269  parishes.  The 
diocesses  are  those  of  Ck>rk4  CIoyiie>  aad  Rosa^  which  now  lorm 
two  aees  only  >  the  bishoprics  of  Cmk  aaA  Rosa  being  united. 

Besides  its  capital^  the  City  of  Cork»  thu  connty  contains 
scTeral  towns  of  great  respectability,  bat  Bone>  with  the  nbove 
exception,  of  distingnished  oommerdsi  importance.  Amoi^gat 
these  Kinsale  and  Yoaghal  are  the  most  coospicoons,  aa  sea- 
ports; wbUst  Mallow,  from  several  caoaes,  lakes  a  priority  of 
rank,  in  regard  to  inland  towns. 

The  seats,  both  antient  and  modern,  of  nobility  and  gentry, 
are  very  nnmeroos,  and  are  often  fdaced  in  situations  of  great 
beauty. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  English,  Xknk  formed  a  separate 
kingdom,  under  the  sway  of  the  M'Carthys.  It  was  granted 
by  Henry  II.  to  Robert  Fitz-Stqphen  and  Milo  de  Gogan,  with 
the  ezoeptiotts  of  the  City  of  Cork>  and  the  ''  Gantred  belongiDg 
to  the  Ostmen  of  the  said  City,"  which  the  king  retained  in  his 
own  hands.  It  was  made  sfaire^ronad  byKing  John,  in  the 
year  1210.  Traces  of  the  antient  Irish  families  are  still  to  be 
discovered;  but  the  larger  psrt  of  the  property  is  vested  in  the 
discendants  of  various  setders,  rewarded  with  grants  of  ooiiqaeced 
or  forfrited  lands,  at  the  aeveral  seraa  of  great  political  change  in 
Ireland. 

The  county  of  Coric  yielda  a  ridi  harvest  of  auhjeots,  for  the 
gratification  of  the  antiquarian  exuniaer.  Amongst  tlie  most 
antient  vestiges^  are  numerous  circles  of  upright  stones ;  crom- 
lechs ;  raths ;  pillars,  consisting  of  a  single  erect  stone,  or  of 
two  stones,  dissimilar  in  height,  placed  at  a  short  distance  from 
each  other ;  and  caves,  or  excavations,  in  several  instances  of 
considerable  extent.  Some  few  remarks,  of  a  general  charsetsr, 
may  be  here  presented  concerning  the  above-named  relics  of 
antiquity  in  this  county. 

It  is  noticed  by  Mr.  Townsend,  as  a  feature  of  some  pecnlisrity, 
that  the  CronUeckt  are  usually  composed  of  stones  approaching  to 
a  rotundity  of  form.    This  practice,  so  likely  to  prevail  tmmg  a 
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p<opk  with  whom  the  splferfcaltigiite  was  idoptedfri  sacred  erec* 
tions^  undoubtedly  through  a  desire  of  imitatlDg  the  apparent  ^rm 
of  the  greater  celeatial  bodies/ 1b  not,  as  we  believe^  observable 
IB  other  districts.  The  Ratki,  thickly  spread  over  this  county^ 
would  appear  to  hare  been  chiefly  designed  as  defensible  places  of 
habitation^  and,  although  ascribed,  by  popular  tradition,  to  the 
Danes,  were  probably  the  works  of  the  antient  Celtic  proprietors 
of  the  soiL*  A  vault,  or  excavation,  having  a  low  entrance,  is 
generally  found  in  each ;  and  it  must  be  mentioned,  that,  in  some 
few  instances,  the  raths  of  this  county  are  of  a  square  form. 

He  remains  of  antient  ecclesiastical  structures  are  numerous^ 
but  are,  in  scarcely  any  instance,  of  imperative  interest.  Many 
examples  occur  of  the  relics  of  small  and  very  old  churches,  com- 
posed of  stones  heaped  together  without  the  use  of  cement,  and 
quitedestitute  of  any  decisive  features  in  architectural  arrangement. 
Vestiges  of  the  circular  style,  often  termed  Saxon,  are  rarely  seen  -, 
atad  the  remains  of  buildings  in  the  pointed  mode  of  demgn, 
although  frequently  rendered  picturesque  by  the  effects  of  decay, 
do  not,  in  many  instances,  evince  grandeur  of  design  or  cour 
spicnoua  merit  in  execuUon.  There  are  only  two  round,  or  pillar, 
towers  now  remaining  in  this  county ;  one  of  which  is  situated  at 
Cloyne,  and  the  other  at  Kinneagh. 

The  relics  of  castellated  structures  are  numerous^  and  afford 


«  Mr*  TownMod,  in  his  **  StalMteal  Survey,?'  lacHnet  towards  coio- 
cidiaf  With  the  popnlsr  saperstitioD,  sad  is  wiUiog  to  suppose  that  the 
rmths  in  the  county  of  Corli  were  erected bjr  **  the  northern  invnders**' 
because  places  of  such  strength  "  imply  a  state  of  contention  and  insecorityf 
and  are  irreconcilable  with  the  idea  of  a  potior  at  life^  and  the  common 
condition  of  aboriginal  inhabitants."  No  person  ever  thought  of  ascribing 
the  fortiAed  camps  of  the  Celtsp  and  BelgsSt  whether  ia  Bagiaador  Ireland, 
to  tinet  of  pastoral  siaiplicity ,  Those  ages,  alas  I  had  passed  away  before 
existfeig  rocord  begins.  But  the  writings  of  Cssar  and  Tacltvs  explain 
the  i^scesslty  of  defensible  places  amongst  the  natives,  when  those  aathors 
penned  the  drst  credible  pages  concerning  Britain  ;  and  the  same  want, 
amongst  the  first  known  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  is  equally  apparent  from 
the  teetinony  of  the  most  antient  writers,  entitled  to  credit,  upon  the 
•Bisect  of  that  islaad. 
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esanple»^  often  sCrougly  mgpked,  of  the  differeat  stylet  winch 
prevailed  in  the  varioos^eges  between  the  entry  of  the  Anglo- 
Normans^  and  the  disuse  of  actual  fortification  in  the  dwellings  of 
the  afflaent  classes  of  society.  Some  few  of  these  are  stilt  in 
fair  preservation,  and>  with  the  aid  of  additional  buildings,  are 
inhabited  by  families  of  high  respectability. 

Population  op  thk  County  of  Cork, 
According  to  the  returns  made  under  the  act  of  Parliament 
of  1819. 


Baraoktt  Hdf  Baraiile«»  or  Fkritbet. 

— ^"^^i^p^— ^— i— ^— ^^^"^— *— *— »-^    ■  II  I'll 

Bantry, 

Bear, 

Barretts,   

Barrymore,    

Barryroe  and  Ibawn, 

E.  Carbery,  E.  div 

E.  Carbery,W.  div 

W.  Carbery,  E  div 

W.  Carberyt  W.  div 

Condons, • « 

Conrceys, 

Duhallow, 

Fermoy,. .  • 

Imoldliy, • . 

Bandon,     • 

Kerricnrrihy,. 

Killnatalloon,    

Kinalmeaky, 

Kinalea, 

Kinsale, 

Mallow, 

Mnskerry,  W 

Mnskerry,  E 

Orrery, 

Youghal,    

Total.  . . . 


Nomberof 

OroM 

Hoiuct. 

FopaUtloii. 

1,768 

9,872 

9,492 

11,945 

2,473 

13,970 

7,140 

41,235 

3,781 

22,026 

5,737 

33,994 

5,607 

31/)66 

5,639 

30,515 

4,822 

25,923 

5,111 

30iO66 

761 

4,171 

7,363 

43,087 

5,990 

34,182 

6,314 

36,846 

388 

2,915 

1,749 

10,695 

1,116 

6,653 

2,654 

14,955 

3,012 

16,547 

2,016 

11,863 

869 

5,542 

4,979 

28,943 

4,024 

23,354 

4,331 

24,462 

1,428 

9,109 

91,447 

523,936 

,  According  to  the  returns  obtained  in   1821,  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  iM  County  was  702/XX).    Not  any  retnm  is  pre* 
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aMtod  «a  lo  Um  aimkec  of  hootaau    Tlie  onmber  of  laliBbitftBto 
in  tbo  city^  waa>  at  the  aauia  tine^  XQ0>68ft . 

Cork. 

This  large^  commercial,  and  handsome  city,  entitled,  in  every 
point  of  view,  to  the  rank  of  the  second  city  in  Ireland,  is  distant 
from  Dublin  194i  miles,  towards  the  south-west.  Its  name  is 
thoogfat  to  have  been  deriyed  from  its  circomstaoces  of  sitoation ; 
Cwrcuch  signifying,  in  Irish,  a  moor,  or  marsh. 

The  earliest  historical  notice  preserved  respecting  this  place, 
relates  to  the  commencement  of  the  seventh  century,  at  which 
time  a  monastery  was  founded  here  by  St.  Barr,  or  Finbarr.  The 
schools  attached  to  this  religions  house  attained  so  much  celebrity, 
and  attracted  hither  '*  such  numbers  of  disciples,  who  flocked 
from  all  parts,"  that,  according  to  the  biographer  of  St.  Nessao, 
*'  a  deaart,  as  it  were,  by  quick  degrees  became  a  large  city.** 
It  would  appear  to  be  unquestionable  that  the  religious  founders 
of  monastic  houses,  in  the  early  ages  of  Christianity,  selected  the 
moat  secluded  spots  for  the  indulgence  of  their  pious  and  contem- 
plative habite.  We  may,  therefore,  safely  conclude  that  the 
country  bordering  on  the  site  of  St.  Finbarr's  Abbey,  if  not 
literally  a  depart,  was  thinly  peopled  ^  and  to  that  saintly  personage 
mnst  be  ascribed  the  origin  of  a  city,  which  has  since  risen  to  so 
Ugbarank  of  commercial  importance,  and  now  constitutes  the 
capital  of  Munster. 

The  first  assemblage  of  dwellings  was,  probably,  made  on 
the  south  side  of  the  river,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  abbey  and 
cathedral*  it  is  usually  said  that  the  Danes,  or  Ostmen,  settled 
in  Cork  soon  after  their  invasion  of  Ireland,  and  enclosed  the  city 
with  walls,  about  the  middle  of  the  ninth  century.  But  the  pages 
of  early  anaafiats  abound  with  notices  of  ravages  committed  upon 
this  town,  by  the  Danest  with  fire  and  sword,  in  many  years  of 
the  ninth  and  following  centuries,  the  last  recorded  act  of  aggres^ 
aion  being  of  so  recent  a  date  as  1013.  It  would,  consequently, 
appear  that  the  ascription  of  such  an  honour  to  that  barbarous 
people  is  entirely  errqpeous,  at  least  in  relation  to  (^  early  a  date 
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M  tiM  nlaftliioeftlarjr*  it  fa,  hemtfer,  chtf  ttufciWypoamiri 
the  allotment  of  aeefUoii  pwloC  the  to«ii»  4b  thv  entry  eftk 
Aoglo-Normaiift. 

The  city  is  iud  to  have  been  destroyed  by  fire,  in  the  year 
lOdOj  bat,  by  this  term,  we  are,  probably,  t6  understand  ao 
more  than  a  partial  demolition  •  It  formed  a  place  of  some  strengtli 
on  the  arrival  of  the  Anglo-Normans,  of  English ;  andwas  snoeen- 
fifflly  held  by  them  against  the  united  forces  of  M'CarHiy,  of 
Desmond,  and  0*Longhlan,  together  with  troops  from  Connaagfat. 
When  the  introdoction  of  artillery  altered  the  character  of  warfive, 
Cork  ceased  to  constitute  a  post  capable  of  lasting  resistance. 
Commanded  on  both  sides  by  rising  grounds,  no  art  of  fortificstioB 
conld  render  it  long  defensible  against  the  assault  of  cannon.  Tlie 
most  important  military  event  of  recent  ages,  is  the  mege  to  which 
it  yielded,  bat  not  ingloriously,  in  the  year  1590. 

On  the  It  1st  of  September,  in  the  above  year>  the  Bui  of 
Marlborough,  with  about  5000  men,  arrived  in  fCoiA^-reiad,  and 
was  shortly  joined  by  the  Mnce  of  Wirtemb^g  and  Ctenertl 
Sgravenmore,  with  a  forbe  nearly  equal  to  Ins  o^.  He  effected 
a  landing  with  little  difficulty,  and  the  garriso;!  gradually  absn^ 
doded  their  outworks.  A  breach  was  madelii  the  waH  }  and  the 
English  and  Dutch  passed  the  river,  wading  to  the  height  of  their 
shoulders,  and  posted  themselves'  under  that  bank  of  the  manh 
that  acted  as  a  counterscarp  to  the  city  wail.  They  were  stffli 
however,  in  some  measure,  eiposed  to  the  fire  of  the  gairisen; 
.  and  here  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  natural  son  of  Charles  U.  reodved 
a  mortal  wound.  Preparations  were  made  for  a  general  assadt, 
when  the  garrison,  about  4,500  strong,  sounded  a  pariey,  and 
surrendered  as  prisoners  of  war.  The  surrender  was  made  five 
days  after  the  commencement  of  the  siege. 

The  bounds  of  antient  Cork,  for  several  centnriea  subseqaoit 
to  the  entry  of  the  Anglo-Normans,  were  formed  by  a  marshy 
tract  of  ground,  insulated  by  a  division  of  the  river  Lee  into  two 
branches,  which  island  still  constitutes  the  site  of  a  considerable 
part  of  the  city.  '«  Cork,"  writes  Dr.  Smith,  ''  was  originsDj 
built  ift  the  form  of  an  oblong  square,  thjK  length  of  >hich  wsi 


[mUNSTBR.}  009NTV    OF  COKK.  351 

froM  tlwiMmh  gate  to  the  sotflh  gale,  «iid  ks  breadth  from  the 
dty  wall  on  the  west  narBh  to  Ihit  {Mirallel  to  it^  which  ffuMd  the' 
east  narsh.  Hus  wall  had  an  interroption,  toward  the  mhldle^ 
at  tber  lower  end  o#Ca6t]e-8treet^  called  Martin  Chtte,  defended 
on  the  north  lyjra  strong  castle^  which  stood  near  the  site  of  the 
new  market-honse^  called  the  Queen's  Castle  $  and,  wHhin  the 
wmlle^  on  the  gronnd  where  the  present  county  conrt-honse  is 
Imilt,  stood  another  castle,  called  the  King's  Castle.  The  former 
was  subsisting  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  and  the  latter  was  taken 
dov^  in  the  year  1718,  and  houses  built  on  the  ground.  To  the 
so«tli  of  this  castle,  at  the  lower  end  of  Christ-church  lane,  stood 
a  strong  tower  on  the  city  wall>  from  whence  I  do  not  find  any 
other  tMl  the  south-east  angle  of  the  waH^  where  there  was  a  small 
iowtsr ;  and  Irom  theaoe  to  the  south  gate  there  was  no  fortification . 
B6th  theaorihand  south  gates  weredefended  by  castles ,one  at  each 
end  of  the  bridge.  Prom  the  south  gate  to  the  sonth^-west  angle^  was 
a  tower,  about  niidwny ;  and  one  at  that  angle.  The  water-gat^ 
was  defended  by  a  small  caMle>  betv^een  which  and  the  north-west 
angle  stood  the  bdfiry  of  8t.  Peter's  church.  Prom  hence  to  the 
north-west  angle  Is  one  small  tower,  still  remaining;  and  another 
at  that  angle,  whence  the  wall  ran  without  any  fortification^  tiR 
it  came  to  the  north  gate.** 

Oork  has  been  fortunate  in  possessing  natural  circumstances 
adi^ted  to  the  cuhtvation  of  commerce,  rather  than  such  as  were 
calculated  for  military  defence.  Whilst  strong  holds^  which  hare 
iMited  the  resmt  of  conflicting  armies^  have  had  their  gaudy  day, 
and  passed  into  ruin>  this  city,  with  slow  but  certun  steps,  has 
advanced  m  magnitude  and  consideration,  beneath  the  fostering 
kiflaence  of  TaAbn^  the  mother  of  the  arts.  Her  progress,  how- 
ever, has  been  tardy,  nor  has  she,  until  within  the  century  last 
paseed>  eclipsed ithe  rival  dties  of  the  South.  Camden  describes 
C<»^k  as  <'  a  dty  of  an  oval  figure,  and  consisting  of  one  straight 
street^  continued  by  a  bridge."  He  adds^  that  ^'  it  is  a  little 
trading-town^  of  great  resort  and  eminence."  Stanihurst  speaks 
of  it,  as  a  pboe  inferior  to  Limerick  and  Waterford. 

We  have  observed  that  the  limits  of  antient  Cork  were  formed 


bytherlvcnrLee^  here  separating  tiil<>  two  stKsmfi.  BetUettkole 
'  tw0  priftdpul  ehtnnela,  several  minor  braM^llea  of  Ibe  rirer  inter- 
•eeted  the  eily>  in  varions  <ttreetioni.  These  were  aatd  to  hate 
ghren  to  tite  place  the  aspect  of  a  Doteh  town  $  and  they,  in  hA, 
conslitttted  canals,  which  were  sapposed  to  afford  faculties  to 
Gommeree.  Bot  the  better  jodgment  df  recent  ages  has  discovered, 
that  even  an  increasing  trade,  required  not  the  aid  of  snch  amdlia* 
ries.  The  main  branches  of  the  river  present  sufficient  oppor- 
toaities  lor  the  warehouses  of  merchants;  and  the  oorporatioB 
have  wisely  arched  over  the  numerous  shallow  and  muddy  canab, 
greatly  to  the  improvement  of  several  princq)al  streets  and 
subordinate  lines  of  thoroughfare.  The  city  walls  no  loi^;er  enst; 
and  a  large  increase  of  buildings  has  taken  place,  both  to  the 
north  and  south  of  the  river  Lee>  but  chiefly  ki  the  former  direc- 
tion. A  great  augmentati^  of  the  city  commenced  early  in  the 
dghteenth  century.  The  historian  Smithy  writing  about  1748, 
observes  that  Cork  was,  at  that  date»  **  above  thrice  as  laige  u  it 
was  forty  years  ago/'  Since  the  time  at  which  Dr.  Smith  wrote, 
the  increase  in  size  has  been  very  ceftsideraUe,  and  in  neatness 
and  convenience  beyond  the  calculation  of  a  person,  living  at  die 
eera  in  which  he  took  so  much  honest  pride  In  the  augmented 
extent  and  elegance  of  the  dty. 

Cork,  in  its  present  BtatOi  occupies  not  only  a  vsle,  watered 
by  the  river  Lee,  here  flowing  through  two  branches ;  but,  also, 
the  north  and  south  banks  of  that  river,  which  rise,  in  a  gentk 
scale  of  a8cent>  to  a  considerable  altitude.  The  new  streets,  and 
those  improved  by  recent  alterations,  are  of  an  eligible  width, 
and  several  are  both  spacious  and  handsome.  Many  of  the  miner 
a:veuues  still  act  as  confined,  crowded,  and  dirty  memorials  of 
the  antient  state  of  the  city.  An  accurate  idea  of  the  usual  width 
of  these  old  lines  of  thorooghfsre,  may  be  conveyed  by  observing 
that  one  miserable  alley,  not  more  than  ten  feet  in  width,  was 
of  dimensions  so  pre-eminent  as  to  be  entitled  to  the  denomiaatioa 
of  Btwui  lane. 

The  houses  in  the  prindpal  streets  are,  in  general^  large  and 
good,  but  deficient  in  r^lartty,  beyond  those  of  any  great  city 
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mtk  wUeh  wc  are  Reqaaisted.  They  ere  reeled  with  ekte^  and 
oMtfiy  are  faced  with  that  material  $  a  drcnmstaoee  by  no  means 
fit^enrable  to  beauty  and  cheerfalaess  of  aspect.  The  footpaths, 
like  the  parts  designed  for  the  transit  of  carriages,  are  merely 
paved  with  rough;  pebbly  stones,  except  in  the  favonred  instances 
of  someindividoal  hoases,  where  fiag-stone  paTement  has  been 
introduced,  as  a  laudable  example  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  at 
large.  The  street  termed  the  Grand  Parade  is  wide,  and  of  a 
pleasing  character,  though  the  great  irregularity  of  the  buildings 
detracts  much  from  its  real  beauty.  On  tins  parade  is  one  of  the 
Cew  efforts  at  ornament  introduced  in  this  cityj  «n  equestrian 
statue  of  King  George  II.*  The  South  Mali  is,  likewise,  a  wdl- 
pn^rtioaed  and  handsome  street.  Cork  wears,  throug^iout,  the 
appeanmce  of  a  commercia]  town,  and  its  simiBtude  ai  character 
to  many  of  the  large  trading  places  of  England  has  been  frequently 
aotioed,  and  cannot  fail  to  strike  the  tniTetler.  Hence,  as  well 
as  for  more  solid  and  estimable  reasons,  it  is  often  termed  the 
Bristol  of  Ireland. 

The  approaches  to  the  city  are  confined  and  uninviting,  in 
every  direction  except  that  from  the  north-east ;  in  which  line  the 
river  hde  is  crossed  by  a  handsome  new  bridge,  erected  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Michael  Shanahan,  of  Cork.  It  consists  of  three  semi* 
elliptical  arches*  and  was  designed  partly  on  the  plan  of  that  of 
Nenilly,  near  Paris.  Patrick  Street,  to  which  this  bridge  conducts, 
has  been  recently  improved,  and  now  forms  a  wide,  appropriate, 
aad  pleasing,  entrance  to  a  dty^  which,  on  a  more  intimate  view, 
ia  speedily  found  to  possess  real  importance. 

We  have  already  observed  that  this  southern  emporium  of 
OMnmeroe  is  but  little  indebted  to  the  ornamental  labours  of  the 
ststtnary,  or  to  those  of  the  architect,  as  regards  domestic  buildiqgs* 
It  will  be  found  that  the  same  penury  of  tasteful  decoration  prevails 
in  the  public  structures. 

*  Oa  tke  die  of  the  pedesUl  It  the  followins  ioicripdon:  '*The  cltiMni 
of  Cork  crBCted  this  statue  to  tke  nemory  of  King  George  tke  Beeoad,  ia 
graiitede  for  the  auuiy  Mcioiiags  tlMy  ei^ioyed  duriag  hit  «as^iciiMif«isa« 
A.  D.- 1768." 

voi*.  n.  A  ▲ 
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The  E^chof^e  is  not  entirely  destitvte  of  pretensions  td 
architeetnral  beoaty^  but  is  inoonvenienUy  situated  in  the  midst 
of  crowded  bmidings^  aud  is  quite  unworthy  of  the  city  to  which 
it  appertains.  The  lower^  or  open  party  is  of  the  Doric  order. 
The  floor  above  contains  a  spacious  roott>  and  is  omaniented  on 
the  outside  with  Ionic  columns  and  pilasters.  Tins  frfnie  wai 
commenced  in  the  year  1706,  and  completed  in  1710.  The 
architect  was  an  Italian. 

Hie  inconvenience  of  the  exchange  was  found  to  be  so  great 
in  modern  times,  that  a  more  el^iUe  stmcture  has  lately  been 
erected  for  the  resort  of  merchantSj  under  the  name  of  Tax 
CoMMKBCiAL  BviitDiNGS.  This  cdlfice  is  well  situated,  and  isi  in 
every  respect,  judiciously  adapted  to  its  intended  purposes.  The 
principal  room  is  ascended  by  a  flight  of  stone  steps,  and  k 
seventy*-five  foot  in  length,  by  neariy  forty  feet  in  width.  We  an 
told  l^t  the  ground  on  which  these  buil^gs  stand,  is  subject  ta 
the  high  rent  of  650/.  per  tmnum ;  a  satisfactory  proof  of  thegveat 
value  of  property  in  the  central  parts  of  this  trading  dty.  Hie 
proprietorship  is  velted  in  one  hundred  shares,  of  190/. each; 
which  now,  we  believe,  sell  for  considerably  more  than  their  fiivt 
value.  The  great  room,  with  the  accommodation  of  new^apen, 
is  open  to  strangers ;  but  a  small  annual  subscription  is  required 
from  the^  inhabitants  of  Cork  and  its  vicinity.  Attached  to  the 
Commercial  Buildings  is  a  good  hotel. 

The  andent  Custom  House  was  calculated  merely  for  the 
infancy  of  a  commercial  town^  and  a  fresh  structure  was  erected  ia 
1794;  but  this,  also,  proving  undesirable,  a  fabric  of  more  spa- 
dons  proportions,  and  in  a  more  appropriate  situation,  has  beea 
recently  completed.  The  present  building  is  composed  of  stoasi 
and  is  sufficiently  commodious,  but  can  ecaroely  be  deemed  of  at 
onmmentAl  character. 

The  CoEN  Market-house  is  a  respectable  buildbig,  ereelid 
by  the  architect  who  designed  the  Exchange.  It  is  supported  by 
a^ne  pillars  of  the  Tuscan  order ;  but  is  most  imp»qperly  placed 
in  the  midst  of  narrow  streets^  and  «crowd  ofdonaeetac  bmidivgi. 

Such  are  the  public  edifices  connected  with  the  trade  of  Ai* 


city«  OoriiDttee  of  iU •  «c«laiia0tk»l  slnictarci  Mtundly  atan 
moaces  with  an  accouot  of  (he. 

Cathedral. 

Una  atmctiiie  it  sitMtod  on  »  alagbt  emineBCej  apon  the 
borte  flC  tho^aosthera  braAch,of  the  river  liM.  A  mthedcal  waa 
rraaiHd  alJthU  plaeft»  eariy  ia  the  aoTenth  oeatoqr*  by  St.  Fiitbacrv 
who  haoane  the  firat  biahop  of  CoiiE»  mod  waa  interred,  withio. the. 

wfUa  othis  owm4diBBGh«  where  hia  bonea,  through  many  aiioceediA9 
<0ai,.wero.pr«aarvedina.aii«arahcioe«  .  . 

The  calhedml^atnwtiire  thna  founded,  waa»  probaUy,  moo- 
mladpt.diftcenttimea,  in  eonaefaeoce  of  the  wear  of  yeara.;. 
of. the  iivataoa.  iafllcted  by  the  Oaooa ;  and.  in  attention  to.  the 
latNadag  iaipertanon  of  the  eity«  No  partioalara  are.  preaacreA 
caaeanriig  tl^  oharao^Rof  the  antient  buMiqgaj  aiaay  period.;, 
bofewe  i^c^told  by  .Waro  and  Smith*  that,  in  Ae  terly  pait  of 

tialp  of  *'  deoi^.and  rain^"  and  waa  takendown  in  the  yeac  17^ . 
ItjamjebnUt^  in  ila  pieaent  fiaeaa,  bdtweea  tbat  datn  and  1735^ 
the  cipenae  of  re-editeaiioa  beiag  daf raijfad  by  jarpnBaaKailary  ta<» 
of  oae  thiUing  per  ton,  iud  on^alleoal  and  calm  Gonaumed  within 
tlie  city  of  Cork. 

Thia  cathedral  ia  qmte  noworthy  of  the  dioceaa  to  which  it 
bdffliga,  whether  we  conrider  ita  dimenaiona  or  arahitoctiiral 
duMcter.  It  ia  n  maaay,  bat  taateleaa  and  doU  |^  Maipoaed 
of  itone.  There  ia  no  transept  and  at  the  weat  end  ia  a  tower, 
tonaoonted  by  an  octangular  apre*  of  moatiAaMgantpao|h»rtiona. 
Tkadorie  order  ia  affected  in  the  body  of  thia.  b«ildi*g»iibnt  the 
wiadowa  hate  wooden  aaah  firamea,  and  no  aiogle  tetnrtiof  the 
exterior  ia  calcolated  togratify  either  theewilnaiy  er  the  jodiciona 
examinet^  Thei  interior  ia  dis1iogaidied.fMfai  tlW  el;;n;parochial 
dmrehj  fddted  to  n  provincial  town,  merely,  by.  the  Jtetne  and 
stalla,  wldch  are  in  a  aedate  and  reapeetyhh  aod^  of  deaign.  At 
Che  wee%  end  ia  pboed  a  ipQod  organ. 

in  thaJnunediate  ridnityof  the  chueh  iheea  atodd,  until 
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recent  yeers^  a  rmmd  or  pUiair  tower^  which  hud^  mdonbtelly, 
appertained  to  the  fonadation  of  St.  Rnbarr. 

The  episcopal  palace,  which  was  erected  by  Bishop  Maan,  is 
a  handsome  and  commodions  edifice^  situated  near  the  cathedral. 

So  little  distinct  or  aathentic  information  has  been  obtamed 
concerning  the  history  of  this  bishopric,  between  the  date  of  its 
fonndation  and  the  eatry  of  the  Angio^Normans^  that  we  forbear 
to  attempt  any  analysis  of  the  foiptive  hints  afforded  by  the  few 
writers  upon  this  snb|ect.    From  the  snbjomed  eniimeratioa  of 
the  bishops  who  have  occupied  the  see  since  the  year  1172,  it  will 
be  perceived  that  the  eccleriastical  state  of  the  county  of  CoA  has 
undergone  several  changes,   as  toepiscopd  arrangement  j  and 
that  t^is  district  is  now  partitioned  into  three  dioceaees,  namely, 
Cork  and  Ross,  which  at  present  constitute  one  see  i  andCSoyne. 
The  diocess  of  Cork  compriaes  ninety-four  pariahes ;  and  that  of 
Ross  thirty-three.    It  may  be  here  otMenred  that  five  parisiief, 
in  this  county,  belong  to  the  see  of  Ardtet.    The  chapters  of 
the  diocesses  of  Cork  and  Ross  are  each  composed  of  a  deaa  |  a 
precentor ;  a  chancellor ;  a  treasurer,  and  an  aichdeaooa  $  be^dei 
twelve  prebendaries  in  Cork^  and  five  in  Ross^ 

Biihopio/Cori. 

8ncc. 

Gregory 11?^ 

Reginald 

0*8elbaic  (died  in  1205) 

Geoffiy  White 

hiarian  0*Bfien «. 

mbert   1M5 

Lanreaos  (died  1964) 

WiUiam  of  Jeipoint   1S05 

Reginald 1967 

Robert  MaoDeaogh 1977 

John  Mac Carwill , ^ IMSr^ 

PUHpofSlatte IMl     ' 

WalterleRede ISV 
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8ccc. 

Jolm  de  BaliconiDgham  . . . . , ISSO    ^ 

John  Roche 1347 

•  Gerald  de  Barry 1359 

Roger  Ellesmere 1396 

Gerald 1406 

Patrick  Ragged  (resigned  1417)  • .  • 

Milo  Fitz- John 1418 

BMfipi  of  CMk  «md  Cl&pie, 

Jordan* 1431 

Gerald  Fitz-Richard 1464 

William  Roche  1479 

Thady  Mac  Carthy 1490 

Gerald  (resigned  1499) 

John  Fitz-Edmnnd 1499 

Dominick  Tirrey    1536 

Roger  Skiddy 1557 

Richard  Dixon    1570 

Matthew  Sheyn ^ .  1572 

BUkopi  of  Cork,  Ciojfne,  andRou. 

WUliamLyonf   1583 

JobnBoylel   1618 

*  We  are  informed  by  Ware,  (hat,  "  opon  the  death  of  Milo  Fits- 
John,  the  custody  of  the  see  of  Cork  was,  for  a  time,  committed  to  tlie 
BidM>p  of  Ardfert  and  tho  Archdsaeoo  of  Cork.  But,  before  the  close  jof 
ihoyoar  1430»  JoniM,  Chaacollpr  of  l«imerick»  was,  by  the  pso?iaion  of 
Pope  llwrtiB  V.  advanced  to  the  bishoprics  of  Cork  and  Cloyne,  both 
vacant  at  one  tine,  and  then  canonically  united."  Ware's  Bishops,  &c. 
p.  502. 

f  William  Lyon  was  consecrated  bishop  of  Ross  in  158S.  In  the  year 
following  he  obtuned  the  sees  of  Cork  and  Cloyne,  to  be  held  daring  the 
pleasure  of  the  crown  i  which  sees  were  annexed,  under  letters  patent,  to 
that  of  Ross,  In  the  person  of  this  prelate,  by  Queen  Blisabetb,  A.  D. 
1586« 

t  Klder  brother  to  Rfchard  Boyle,  Earl  of  Cork.  He  held  Ross  tX 
fmm^ndam^  with  the  bishoprics  of  Cork  and  Cloyne. 
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9U€C. 

Richard  Boyle* « ItfSD 

Bishop  qfCark  and  Rom. 
William  Chappcl 1(08 

Atfik^M  ofCark^  Ch^,  tmdRau: 

Michael  Boyle 1«6D 

Edward  Synge    1663 

Bisiopa  ofCoriandRosi. 

fidvrard  Wetenhall 1(978 

Dive  Downs   \'699 

Peter  Brown 17<)9 

Robert  Clayton *   173S 

Jemmet  Browne , 1745 

Isaac  Mann ITt^ 

Eiiaeby  Cleaver 1789 

WiUiam  Foster  17«9 

William  Bennett '  1790 

Thomas  Stopford   1794 

Lord  John  George  Beresford 1805 

Thomas  St.  Lawrbncb  1807 

•     •  •  • 

Cork  comprises  seven  parishes,  or  UnioDSj  each  of  which  hai 
»  church  3  bat  neither  of  these  boildings  is  calcolated  to  sfltrd 
gratiiicattoii  to  the  atchitectaral  or  antiqiaiian  etmmnmr.    • 

The  Chmrch  of  Si.  AntU,  Siandon,  is  iested  npM  a  owsids- 
rable  eminence,  on  the  northern  side  of  the  cHy.*  At  'the  west 
end  is  a  square  tower,  snnnonnted  by  a  gradoadng  tarrtt,  of 
three  atones.   The  whole  of  the  steeple  is  stated  by  Dr.  Smithto 

*  Brother  to  Michael  Boyle,  bishop  of  Watarford  and  Uinore.  As« 
aircmnitaiice  honourable  to  the  memory  of  this  prelate,  and  worthy  ^ 
recollection  in  topographical  InquirieB,  we  mnit  not  omit  to  notice  that  he 
if  said*' to  have  repaired  more  ruinous  churches*  and  consecrated  vers 
new  ones,  than  any  other  biihop  in  that  age/'    Ware,  p.  566* 
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be  170  kitt  io  height^  and  is  obvioody  duproportiooate  to  the 
fabric  which  it  is  iotended  to  adoni.  The  interior  has  a  gallery 
on  the  north  side  and  at  the  west  end^  and  is  provided  with  sm 
organ.  This  church  was  commenced  in  the  year  1799>  on  the 
foundation  of  the  old  .chnrch  of  St.  Mary>  Shandon. 

Ckiat^Church,  otherwise  the  Churck  of  the  Hal^  Trimtif,  is 
a  large  bot  plai^  bailding^  coviposed  of  stone.  It. was  rebuilt  in 
17^,  and  was  originally  ornamented  with  a  steeple  $  but  that 
part  of  the  structure  was  raised  on  so  bad  a  foundation^  that 
doubts  were  entertained  as  to  its  safety  jf  and  the  stable  was  taken 
down  ab<Mit  the  year  1750.  The  tower  is  still  standing  to  the 
height  of  the  roof  of  the  churchy  but  leans  considerably. 

The  remjuning  churches^  in  addition  to  the  cathedral^  which 
acta  as  the  parochial  place  of  worship  fpr  the  union  termed  St. 
Finbarry's,  are  thus  designated :  Si.  Mmy,  Shandon ;  St.  JNkho* 
im ;  St.  Pamfs ;  and  St.  Peter's.  Neither  of  these  buildings 
presents  any  attractions  for  the  curious  visiter^  nor  does  either 
of  tliem  contain  any  antiquities,  monumental  or  otherwise^  to 
demand  notice  from  the  topographer. 

The  principal  jR^aoA  Catholic  Chapel  is  of  recent  erectioa, 
and  is  a  spacious  and  very  handsome  structure.  The  chief  efforts 
of  tjbe  artiste  as  is  usual  in  buildings  of  this  description,  are 
disaoted  to  the  inteiior>  which'  is  highly  omamented>  apd  is, 
indeed^  prodnetive  of  a  magnificent  effect.  There  are  three 
iritmn^  andihe  dimensions  of  the  chap^are  stated  to  be  a&  foUow  : 
l(Si|glh>  lOQleet;  breadth  of  the  nave  and  side-aisles,  &l  f^etj 
loigtb.  of  .tiie  jiransfyt^  90  feet ;  h«ght  of  th^  vaulting,  42  f^nt* 

There  is  a  Roflnan  Catholic  chiq^l  in  each  of  the  parishepi, 
inalasive  of  those  aj^iertainiag  to  :iriaries,  and  a  ^nunnery ;  and 
thero  are>  also,  in  this  city,  several  meeting-houses  for  vfuriovs 
dlasses  of  dissente». 

Numerous  monastic  foundations  existed  previously  to  the 
reformation. 

The  abiejf  of  Si.  Bmr,  or  Finbarr,  was  founded  about  the 
year  iXX),  by  St.  Finbarr,  and  was  refounded  in  1134,  forreguUr 
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canons  foOawing  tbe  ruk  of  St.  Augosiiia.  At  die  -dneolntion 
the  potsesMODS  of  this  abbey,  togetfacr  with  moaastic  pr<^>erty  in 
the  oounty  of  Tipperary ,  was  granted  to  Cormac  Mac  Teige  Mac 
Carthy.  The  last  yestiges  of  the  buildings  were  destroyed  about 
the  year  1745. — ^A  monastery  for  conventnal  Frandscans,  termed 
the  Crrey  Friafj,  was  founded  in  1914,  by  Dermot  Mac  Carthy 
Reagh.  The  bnildings  stood  on  the  north  side  of  tbe  city,  hot 
are  DOW  entirely  demolished. — A  Dominican  Frkry,  caBed  Ae 
Ahbeg  of  Si.  Mary  of  tk$  IHmd,  was  foonded  by  tbe  Barrj 
family,  in  1999.  The  bnildings  stood  on  an  island  namedOoss 
Green^  upon  the  soath  side  of  the  city,  and  were  entirdy  taken 
down  early  in  the  eighteenth  century.— -An  Augmstmhm  Rurft 
or  house  for  friars  following  the  rule  of  St.  Angnstin,  was  foonded, 
also  on  the  south  side  of  the  town,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 
Some  remains  of  the  buildings,  oonsistiog  chiefly  of  the  tower 
and  walls  of  the  church,  were  used  as  a  sugar-house,  mid  for 
other  trading  purposes,  in  the  early  years  of  the  eighteenth  eoi* 
tury.— -A  nunnery,  called  tke  Nmimeiy  of  Si.  John  ike  Bt^iiH, 
was  founded  in  the  fourteenth  century  by  William  aad  John  de 
Barry.  The  buildings  were  situated  near  the  spot  on  which  the 
market-bouse  now  stands,  but  were  long  since  destroyed.  The 
site  of  this  religious  house  was  accidentally  ascertained,  in  the 
year  1740,  by  the  diseorery  oi  some  antient  tombs,  on  diggiag 
for  the  foundation  of  a  buildittg  in  the  vicipity  of  the  mailet 
house. — A  priory,  or  hospital,  f<Hr  the  support  of  Lepers,  wis 
founded^  at  an  eariy  but  unknown  date,  in  the  sooth  suborbs  of 
the  city,  under  the  name  of  ike  Priory  of  ^  Si.  SUphm.  At  the 
dissolution  the  property  of  this  house  was  granted  to  the  eky  of 
Cork^  and  the  charitable  institution,  termed  the  Bhie-eost 
Hospital,  was  afterwards  established  on  the  site  of  the  buil&lg<- 
There  weroj  also,  a  Carmeike  Frmry,  and  a  Preeepiery  ef 
KmghU'Templarei  but  very  little  is  at  present  known  ooocemisg 
either  of  these  foundations. 

The  following  are  the  public  establishments  instituted  in  this 
city  for  the  advancement  of  arts,  science,  and  letters. 

The  Cork  Insthuiion  is  described,  in  its  charter  of  incorpora- 
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ti«D^  at  *^  a  pebMc  Inatitatioii  for  difttsfng  the  kaowledj^,  and 
fiEKilitaliiig  tke  general  iatrodiMlioii  of  aU  improTemento  in  arts 
and  naBiifiaclftraBy  eapediUy  agriailtiire$  and  for  teUddng,  by 
covrsea  of  pUiosophieai  leetnrea  mdtatfeAwB^,  the  appKeaCkM 
of  acieaee  to  the  eonmon  porpoees  of  life.**  An  agricBltaral 
sooi€*y  bad  exkted  b  the  county  of  Cork,  prefkwB  to  the  eaia- 
blishment  of  thieinstkatbn,  bnt^from  Tarkwacaosea^it  had  proved 
mcoflnpetent  to  the  attainment  of  ita  proposed  oh}edt8  ^  and  the 
preaent  oompreheaaive  aaaociatioa  waa  formed  on  an  enhrgeA  and 
lniproY«d  plan. 

The  Cork  Inatitation  waa  incorporated  in  the  year  I9&t,  and 
ita  managera  have  continnod  to  pnrsne,  with  variaiile  d^rete  of 
SBcceaa^  the  naefal  objects  committed  to  their  care.  The  aaaoci- 
atioa ia  anpported  by  a  parUamentary  grant  of  9500/.  per  amum, 
uded  by  volontary  anbacriptions,  A  contribation,  to  the  amoant 
of  thirty  gnineaB,  ia  named  by  the  bye-lawft,  anbjeet  to  ffttnre 
•Itastiona,  aa  the  qnaBfication  of  a  piit>prietor.  Annual  snbscribera 
pay  in  proportion  to  the  privilegea  whidi  they  are  deairons  of 
obtaining,  the  lowest  yearly  snbacription,  namely,  that  to  the 
agricnltnral  department  alone,  bdng  one  guinea.  Theamovhtof 
paymeat  for  a  life  anbacriber,  who  ia  entitled  to  several  of  the 
priail^;ea  of  a  jwoiNrietor,  is  dedared,  by  the  bye-laws,  to  be 
ifteeii  gaineas. '  Every  annual  subscriber  of -three  gaineaa  ia 
admitted  to  the  same  privileges  as  a  life-subscriber. 

The  ai^rartenances  of  the  institution  comprise  a  botanical 
garden  $  a  libiary  of  the  principal  works  relating  to  the  objects 
of  tlie  soeiaty }  an  observatory  $  a  collection  of  models  relating  to 
uaofel  maddnery  in  different  arts  and  manufecturea ;  a  laboratory  j 
and  a  museum  of  minerals,  and  other  specimens  of  natural  history. 
Leettfrea  are  frequently  given  on  natural  philosophy,  geology, 
agrienhure,  chemistry,  and  botany.  The  collection  of  minera- 
logtcal  and  geological  aubjects  is  highly  respectable,  and  we  are 
pleaaed  to  observe  that,  in  forming  this  assemblage,  particular 
attention  has  been  paid  to  the  native  productions  of  Irelaiid.  A 
periodical  work,  entitled  the"  Monster  Farmer's  Magazine,"  is 
published  anderthe  auspices  of  the  society. 
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Tk$  C§ifik  PtiU$opimi  $md  Lkmrn^  S^n$^,mu  eUthlktol 
IB  1810,  '<  f»r;tii»  pmp^M  of  imrami^ig  and  dffiiiiBg  Hwpiw^t 
ill'  flciwipgy  lititeatim,  uA  tbt  «iU,  by  NH^uig  mmI  dinf—iM^ 
ataays,  uneomiecitd  with  pMty-fioiiliet,  00  nUgiaiw  coatiof antf.* ' 
Aooatdisg  to  tke  Ism  pf  -tbU  eatuMiihaialt  einry  inttabnr»  in 
fotatiABj  iBVit  pve  to  the  sacrotury  an  ongioil  anay,  wU^  ta 
fint vead .to«tha  aociaCy»  free  fromooouieiit*  Oa  a  aaocaadiag 
avaniag.  the  aaiia  eaaay  ia  read  for  diaeaaaiaD,  whea  eTeay-maai- 
bar  ia  at  liberty  to  deliver  his  opinioo,  liable  to  be  iatanropCcd  if 
be  apeak  for  more  than  ten  murntea.  The  eaaaya  thaacoatribaled 
beooma.the  abaolnfa  property  of  the  aoeiety  at  ^9gffi. 

Tiia  Li6rmy  Sodeij^  waa  iaatitnted  in  1700.  Ia  addition  to 
periodicai: worka,  and  the beatpablicationa oCthe day>  Ihiaaooiety 
poaaeaaea  an  eatanaiTe  general  library,  beaidea  a  large  ooUeelian 
of  napa  and  dharta» 

Tie  Cork  Sadeiy /or.pnm$img  tie  fhe  Atu,  waa  eatabUahad 
aboat  the  year  1815,  for  the  eatiaiaUa  pacpoaaof  eliciting  and 
iav^raying  native  talent,  by  an  aaaenblage  of  modala,  caata,  and 
other  materiala  of  atady,  andanannaalexbibitioaof  pictaraa^  by 
the  antient  maatera  aad  modern  randiitalaa  for  foiae.  finiih-an 
iaatitotfon  ia  peonliariy.ifipn^pHrinte,  in aoity  diatingeiahfldaa  the 
bjrth^plaoa  of  a  Barry.  An  academy  iw  inatrootion  indirowia^g  Ibj 
abo,  embraced  in  the  achame  of  thia  aoolety.  The  caata  am-wall 
aelected,  and  have  lately  beenmach  ^^gmentadi  in  nmi^er  aad 
Taba,  by  a  nnUe  coUection  pcaaeatod  by  hie  piaaeat  M^eaty, 
whenPrinee  Regent,  at  the  aoUaitation  of  Lord  Ustoweli,  one 
of  the  preaidenta  of  thia.aoeiaty.  TheapeaiaMui  IhoaaKaiftmtntly 
beatowed,  form,  aa  wa  ace  told  by  the  Repart  0t  thn;Soeiatyj  en 
ita  fonrth  annud  ezhibitiott,  ^'  the  principal  part  of  a  coMeation 
execBted  in  Komie  by  comBM«id«of  hia  Hdinaaa  the  Papa,  nndar 
the  aiqpertntendance  of  the  Marqnia  Caaovn»  and  were  aant  In 
London  aa  a  preaent  from  his  Hoiineaa  to  his  Royal  Highnaaa  the 
Fkinoe  Regent" 

The  annnal  axhibiliona  of  puntinga  oompriae  aooM  iffaita 
of  nflftive  talent,  and  many  good  pictnrea  by  the  old  laantarft, 
lent,  for  tlie  use  of  the  exbibitiott,  by  uobleaien  and  ganlty 
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IwiilcMiijy  MJkttiiiiii  -of  -|iirti*iairittrii»'<wiilfc<>g  \niiMik    Ai 
daiMoftltft  iaMliitioBiMpoMfefa^  4iutt 

it-w^oUbe  arf«pi6«di lea giMtteiuMMiai titf*  ft»8ap|iDM  tkst 
k  cwrid'dfwip  far  want  rf— wuigwufc^ 

Tka  GibrfaUf  iailiMiMw  are  anitaMitfj  aDd'df  UdMMMr 
UgUy  creditable  to  thedMcriminatioii^  ae  well  aa  f lie  heweieiawiii 


We  ibHffwiiig.' ai^  Ibe  fviMpal  AifaeJiv.  lor  Ihflt  gatlwiliti 
edMfeliofe  of  peer  diMrto.' 

Ai^SitfMiM,  int'tkiJUm  mm  *  Hmpltti,  Ibr4lie  ^otjMmate 
and  edncation  of  poor  boya^  inta  fonnided'in'lheiriia  df  filwiai 
11,  by  Dr.  Sdward  Worth,  btehep  of  Killaloe,  and  sotMliBie 
daao  of  doflr.  ForiWHiy  yearn  -adbecghent  ^lo .  Hie  -date  of  •  Jbnn*' 
Item,  tbe  Unds  of  wUeh  the  eadewmeat  Ootoeata^  predaeedfce 
IriAlnga  rental,  thatinot  inore  tbaii  eigbtboyi  were  received iqfco 
elnhooflia;  Tlieiiierea8eofTdi»ilfrtfans.pfop<ityba8ppegnMiiv^ 
beeome  ebtasiderabfei  and  lorty  boya  are  now  inatiakled  by  date 
ef  the  cbaiity,  and  prorided  witb  food  and  clotUog*  Whan 
arrived  at  a  ieompeteDt  age,  they  ttre  apprenticed  to-  taades^ 
or  bhd  eeh  aervice,  with  a  preminnh  of  4vo  povnda.  ThoeiiBool- 
htaee  18 ailnatMin 'the  aoiitii««aatem  anbarb  d  the  city,  aad 
conyriiti  apartmenta  for  the  boys,  and  a  rcwdenee  for  the 
maater. 

mf  Aatfa-aeol  JHkipkai  waa  ftmaiad  in  171^1  tnd  the 
bnildiaga  were  eoapleted  in  the  foUoving  year,  by  BMana  ef 
anbacriptiena  inm  several  benevolent  indiviiaals,  on  a  plo(t.  bf 
#aale  gHNnkl>  adUbining  the  Mteof  theaafient  ehnrehbf  fit*  Many 
Shandong  whkh  atmctore  was  deatioyed  in  the  eifvil  Ware  of  the 
aoventeenth  centnry .  This  fonndation  waa  originatty  daaigned  far 
ftheninfaAnanceandinetrnetionoftUvtyboyeaftdtengifltf.  The 
•MMinga^  beaidea  riMnna  for  the  rtcaptiwiof  the  chiidnn,  attd 
-anitaiile  apartmenta  for  the  Maater^  conprtee  a  inndl  library. 

ThaPraiat«na^Ff«0^8Ua0/,  vnder  the  patronage  of  her  ilo|el 
iiigbneia  FHneesa  Ai^inata,  waa  inatftnted  in  ld06>  lor  flie 
inatmction  of  children  of  both  sexes,  in  the  prineipleB  of  the 
eatahBahed  chnreh ;  and  continnea  to  prosper  nndar  the  care  of 
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Mfet  mi  gMtlemen  wlio  liiiaiaiMly  d«r<rte  •  poitioB  «fiMr. 
•to  a  8«piriAleiida&fle  of  ite<«OBcanM.  Nat  leas  tins  300  ddUicB 
Mmve  ia«liiMti<m  by  lamit  of  ting  eoteUidHBODl ;  aad  anay 
wlMte  destftnte  sitnaUon  rofiifw  pflesHir  aid«  wcrffo  .oceiiiiomi 
IboduidQiotliingy  Uwongh  the  chmiiel  of  a  teparato  aalwciiftowi 
Inr  tbote  pwrpoMa. 

The  ParoeMai  Female  Sehoel,  of  Christ  Cfaneh  pnMi,  tras 
oomiMMed  in  1813,  and  i»  aupported  by  the  vobmtwy  subBerip- 
tioii  of  the  pariihhmen.  Aboot  aixty  «hadre&  aro  iaatracfeaiia 
Madiag,  writiagy  apianiiig,  and  aoadle-woflc*}  aad  racehreaadb 
artielee  of  doMig  as  the  ftmd«  of  ihe  socisty  93km  to  be  dh«- 
4fibiitod. 

Very  eateosive  schools^  of  a  mere  geaend  charactor,  for  the 
odacatioB  of  poor  chttdren,  ware  estaUnhed  atCorit,  itt*tha  ya« 
19^1.  The  mode  of  taitkm  usually  called  lABoasteriaa  has  besa 
idopted,  with  saooess,  in  a  part  of  these  institations.  The  wMe 
of  tho  establishments  ailbrd  instroetion  to  more  than  IBOO  boya» 
Many  of  whom  are  dothedj  and  apprenticed  to  trades,  ness 
schools  are  entirely  supported  by  voluntary  sufasoriptions. 

The  JVerlil  Smday  tmd  Dmiy  Sehoele  wero  estaUmhedia 
Mllj  for  the  instraotion,  and,  as  far  as  the  funds  shall  penalty 
lor  theasristaace  in  food  and  ndment,  of  peer  ekUdrem  a/  eeerg 
reBgkmi  penutmem. 

Pemerejf^e  Scheel,  sitaated  to  the  south-east  of  the  cadMdral, 
'was  founded,  together  with  a  library,  by  Ardtdeaooa  Pomeief. 
The  school  is  intended  for  the  edocation  of  ten  boys,  to  be 
fooommended  by  the  Bbbop  of  Cork.  The  scheme  of  tultioa  is 
oa  a  liberal  scale,  andindodes  grammar,  geography,  geosMtrjf^ 
and  history. 

A  Chariig  Sekeolt  in  Christ  Church-laae,  was  institoted  aad 
endowed  by  Mrs.  Shearman,  in  174t2,  fbr  the  educating  of  Mess 
poor  protestant  boys  5  and,  also,  a  Churiiy  Sekeel  m  V^Ui^t 
•Siraet  was  endowed  by  Mrs.  8hearmaa,  in  which  ten  boys  are 
edncated  and  clothed,  until  of  a  suflieient  age  to  be  aj^raatised 
to  usefid  trades.  « 

The  ittstitatiens  for  gratuitous  edacatien  among  the 
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are  noaeroas,  and  reey  icredhiMe  to  theindBBtry  mi  Hbeimlily 
<rf  fwraoBV  in  this  city,  pKotemg  tkftt  forni  of  religioft.  AaioBg 
these  afe  two  hovBe&  for.  fenile  ckikbeB,  imder  tbe  ceie  of  the 
oiMnnttaities  terned  the  J^reeMlolMii.    These  establiehmenti  aro 

ooadoetedhy  bitoi  of  some  property,  who  baive  devoted  theottdtes 
to  the  pious  and  hoDonrable  labonrs  of  ehemosyiiary  t«itio»,  some' 
for  a  cectaiB  term,  a&d  Others  for  life. 

The  prindpai  assodations  for  the  .sttoconr  of  wdigeoee  and 
disease,  partieidarly  as  cdiiDected  with  iafsncy,  old  age,  and 
casoalty,  may  be  thas  ennmecated. 

Tke^^&M^uM  mid  FmmmUmj^  HotpiM.  Ue  govemers  of 
tlds.  merttorioos  establishment  are  ineorponted,  by  aet  of 
parliament.  This  charity,  which  opens  widely  its  arms,  lor  the* 
naintenaBce  and  edocation.of  childfen  vokintarily  t  elfaiqaished  by 
thair  wretehed  parents,*  is  chiefly  maintained  by. a  tax,  of  one- 
ahilling  per  ton,  on  all  coals  imported  into  Cotk. 

The  Oirpim  A$^iwm  was  establiahed  in  180a,  for  the  shelter 
attd  sastenaace  of  100  orphans,  left  in  a  dortitote  tttoatien*  This 
institntion  is  supported  by  volantary  oontribations. . 

The  if^ifdUsa^yAsn,  for  the  refbrmation  of  pei^teat  females, 
otherwise  lost  to  theamekretaad  th^world,  was  founded  by  Nichrfas 
Tberry,  Ssq»  and  was  opened  on  the  first  day  of  Janaary,  1809. 
This  inatitntion,  which  is  entitled  to  the  best  esertioos  of  public' 
patronage,  is  partty  snppoEted  by  abefuest  ikom  the  Ibmider, 
brt  is  duefly  dependant  on  the  snbscr^oas  of  the  liberd^  and 
the  money  neeraing  firom  the  indoatry  of  the  penitents. 

ABkptmmp  md  Humme  Soaeijf  wem.institirtsd  in'17S7, 
for  the  purpeeesof  admidstanng  adfioa  aadaMdiaine  to  the  poor, 
and  for  the  reoof  ery  of  persons  apparently  drowned. 

n#  £^fmf4itrHa§fnnti  dhwit  assistanee  to  abent  400  patienm^ 
in.  the  course  of  .one  year.    The  Bidiop  of  Cork  aets  as  taeaaarer  ^ 
and  secretary. 

The N^rik.Ckariigbk /lyfrmaiy,  eeatabing twanty-^wobais,- 
was  founded  in  1790;   and  the  South  Charitable  Infirmary,  Jn 
which  are  thirty  beds,  was  established  in  1792.    The  members  of 
"both  these  institutions  are  incorporated,  and  the.objects  of  the- 
charities  are  advanced  by  annual  grants  from  parliament. 
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3M  bkahxiib*  op  lumjoto . 

The  i0MMV  •fJEUeavmi,  eitdfished  ia  180t,  it  deligiMil 
lbAi«e6ptioa9nd.iiMdkdMrai>(pidMiite  UbmiTt&g  iiiidartlBM|r 

...ThBMmu06leiKt6Meig,  institefted in  179&»  ''  Jwthepnc- 
potet  of  Mddng  out.  and  rdieviag  distreated  ofa^act^of  mrmf 
religiosa  dettoauoatioii^  laboomg  mder.  th*  muted  ^n8wni.«£ 
siekne^ aad waftt^/'  ia  an eatabliahmeiU  obvi<m8l7.4e«Mh|eiii  a 
large  city,  free  from  oompiibory.  leviet.  .for  Ae^aaaiataBCB  'Of .  tke 
poer  and  diiraased. 

The  Jndig€Hi  B^om-Keeper'^SMkiif,  fitmndedin  1808,  Udna 
rank  in  the  scale  of  well-directed  okmtf,  with  the  instttotien 
menlteBed  atiove.  Ita  beat  object  ia  the  aaaiatanoeof  theae,  who, 
^  by.  age,.  aii«faitane>  or  infirmity,  are  diiablad  fram^kulMitrioaa 
esuartitto*  ...  ... 

Cork  S§eieUf  far  ikt  relief  Mddkckargs  tfperiom  coafimedjm 
tnuMdeifSy  H«tainadtiited.itt.i:{74irafttiiabanev4))ient.aaggeati^ 
of  Henry  Sheares,  Baq.  .     ..  . 

The  principal  flMixM-j»i(a00,  wluehoocq^eaaceBtNil  aitaatioB, 
ia  o(  oonaiderahle  extent,  and  arranged  with  mncb  atteatioB  .te 
cleanliness  and  eoniBettieaoe. . 

Aaaiaes  are  held  hei«$  bat  the  bnU^ga  oonaected  with  the 
addnnistration  of  jestiee,  aro  not  entitled  to  partkinlar  ronarkr 
For  aeveralagea  the. gads  for  the  city  and  coonty.  wei;e  oov^aei^ 
anid.very  inapprepriato,  buildings,  coastrncted  over  tke.noilikaad: 
soHih  gates }  bat  a^consty  gaol, of  a  nio^e. allele  character,  haa 
been  recently  conatmeted,  in  an  airy  sitoation  «|i.the  aonUi  aide 
of  the  town.  A  new  gaol  ior.  the  city  has  been  aboeentnoioed* 
.  The  internal govenNBeot  of  ihe  city  is- intnisted  to  a^ mayor;* 
twoofhaiiftif  an  indetarminate.  nombcr  of  aldevasapj  and  a 
recorder.  The .  eorporai!laon  41^  nndav  ,s  charter .  gnnted.  by. 
CharitiL  AlliMagh dealitnte  of  fbrllftoatia^ydiliw considered 
aa  A  gankoa-town,  and  thiuie  aae  a  ndlitaay  gea«rnor^  lieatenant 
governor,  and  town-mi^or.  Here  are  barracks  for  Ibv 
rei^attnta  of  Inlttiiry  and  one  thoasand  hoiae.    These  bacratks 

*'  The  mayor  is  provided  with  an  official  residence,  and.  is  allowed  a 
handsome  salary,  for  the  maintenance  of  hospitality.  Such  persons  ai 
have  served  the  oftce  of  mayor*  become  aldenaen. 
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are  liliwted  on  St.  PctiicVs  ktll,  aDdeommiad  tlie  city,  together 
with  eatensive  views  over  the  anrroQidiag  eoaatry.  Ae  a  ciram* 
stanee  eeanected  with  military  a&irfr^  we  may  add,  that,  at  the 
distaaeeof  abont  three mHesfipom  the  dt]fy  oathebaake  oC.the 
river  Lee,  are  very  exteoaive  BiUa  ISorthe  maaiifoetaraLef  gon- 
powder,  whieh  are,  at  present,  in  the  hands  ef  governnientw 

Cork  returns  two  membdrsto  the  Imperial  parliament,  and 
gives  the  title  of  earl,  in  the  peen^  of  Jrdand,  to  the  iMnily  ef 
Boyle,  who  have  large  estates  in  this  neighboorhood. 

The  trade  of  Cork  i«  very  eactensive,  partiealarly  in  timea  of  war, 
for  which  it  is  chiefly  indebted  to  the  exceUence  of  its  harbcNir,  and 
the  oonvenienee  of  the  navigable  river  on  whieh  it  ia  sitaated. 
Among  the  varions  branches  of  oonmerc&here  pnrsned,  thepro? 
vision  trade  is  of  the  greatest  importance.  Dr,  Campbell  tenas 
Coric  **  the  great  shamUes  of  tlie  kingdom."  The  prevision 
eacported  consists  of  beef,  pork,  and  bnttor.  These  artidea  are 
chiefly  eent  to  the  West  indies,  erased  by  the  British,  fleets*  We 
are  told,  by  Bfr.  Mtakefiekl,  that  the  average  snmber  of  oxen 
skai^tered  anaaally  is  calcolated  at  lOftOO,  and  that  of  cows  at 
BjOOOk  Since  the  Ume  at  which  that  estiiMte  was  made  (the 
year  1806),  the  trade  hi  be^  has  experienced  a^ great  decrease,  in 
eonseqaence  of  the  cessation  of  wm*.  ThO'  quantity  of  batSes 
experted  in  some  years,  has  been  not  less  than  imjOOOcwi.  All 
the  finens  and  woollen  goods  sent  from  the  soath,  are  shipped  at 
thiaport.  The  ether  principal  artides  of  export  are  hides,  taUdw^ 
corn,  porta:,  and  spirits.  The  porter-brewery  of  Cork,  is  on  a 
larger  scale  than  that  of  any  other  in  Ireland^  and  here  are  aewral 
dtsHUeries,  which  send  spiiita  to  Bagiand.  The  importa  are 
clmty  ibr  the  supply  ef  the  city  aad  petghbonring  cBstrictfi,>  bat 
are  of  less  conseqaence  than  wonldbe  expected  from^dmaaioanft 
of  popalation.  The  principal  interooarse  is  with  Bristol,  Liverpool, 
and  JLenden.* 

*  F<iMMtly;  forftign  veMels  were  recelred  into  a  canal,  whicli  Aewse 
nearly  orer  Um  site  of  the  present  Cutle-street.  Here  they  were  enckweily 
by  Means  of  n  portcalUs,  between  the  two  font  termed  the  King's  and  the 
Qaeen's  Castles.  Ia  allusion  to  these  local  circnmstances,  the  city  arms 
is  a  ship  between  two  castles,  with  this  motto :  Statio  benejtda  carinU, 
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Manubetures,  allhoagb  of  seoondary  iiiipQrta]ioe»  in  a  coi' 
of  the  trade  at  this  place>  are.  cultivated  with  aone 
and  suooess.    lliey  chiefly  relate  to  clothing  for  the  army ; 
merges;  sail-cloth  j  paper;  leather;  glass ;  andglae. 

The  piacei  of  pudlh  MmMmmU  are  not  so  numeRHis,  or  on 
so  costly  a  scale^  as  might  be  thought  likely  from  the  extent  imd 
oonseqnence  of  the  city.  It  is,  indeed,  observable  that  the 
inhabitants  of  this,  as  of  most  other  townff  in  Ireland,  are  inclined 
to  private  rather  than  public  festivities.  The  theatre,  which  was 
built  under  the  direction  of  Barry,  and.  opened  in  17^>  is  now 
sinking  rapidly  to  decay.  The  assen^y-room  is  very  iyige,  bat 
ismore  remarkable  for  size  than  for  el^j^ce  of  decoration*  Tiie 
profits  arising  from  the  use  of  this  spadons  place  of  recreation^ 
are  devoted  to  charitable  purposes. 

Whilst  we'are  thus  constrained  to  state  the  pandty  of  buildings 
designied  for  public  amusement,  we  have  the  opportunity  of  8ayi&g« 
from  escperience,  that  the  style  of  living  amongst  Ae  priappsl 
inhabitants,  and  the  splendour  of  private  entertainmants,  are  en 
a  «cale  quite  commensurate  with  the  presumed  opulence  of  a  grast 
triulittg  city.  We  must  not  quit  the  grateful  themes  of  gaiety  and 
recreation,  without  observing  that  there  is,  on  the  west  aide  of  the 
town»  a  fine  walk,  raised  above  the  level  of  the  adjoining  fields,juid 
planted,  on  each  side,  with  flourislung  elms.  This  place  of  publie 
promenade  is  called  the  Mardfke  walk,  and  is  about  one  Engiisb 
mile  in  length.  Dr.  Campbell,  writing  in  1775,  mentions  this 
walk  as  the  resort  of  only  ''  the  lower  sort**  of  pec^le ;  and  it  is, 
at  present,  less  frequented  than  is  desirable,  on  account  of  the 
miserable  character  of  the  streets,  or  rather  alleys,  through  vdiidi 
it  is  approached.  It  is  jNroposed,  however,  to  open  a  new  street 
to  this  western  part  of  the  town. 

Amongst  the  most  eminent  Nathei  must  be  mentioned  Jamm 
Baubt,  the  historical  painter,   who  was  bom  on  the  Ilth  ci 
October,  1741 .    This  highly-gifted,  but  eccentric,  man  was  the 
son  of  a  person  in  humble  life,  and  his  struggles  with  circumstances 
adverse  to  the  cultivation  of  genius,  commenced  at  an  early  perkxi. 
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His  waywftrd  temper,  however,  predisposed  hfim  to  find  a  snllea 

linmry  Id  the  sostenance  of  miseries.    We  are  told  that  '*  he  ivas 

consfcitotioDaltf  ascetic,    eshitriting  io  early  yoatli  a  predilection 

for  those  hardships  and  privations  in  which  his  subseqnent  fortunes 

so  boantifnlly  indulged  him.      He  loved  <t«  sit  np  all  night, 

dmwing,  or  transcribing  from  books ;  and,  whenever  he  allowed 

hinnelf  ihe  recreation  of  sleep,  he  preferred  the  boards  to  his  bed." 

His  first  patron  was  Dr.  Keogh,  of  Cork  ;  and,  at  the  age  of  two 

and  twenty,  he  attracted  the  notice  of  hisdtstingnishcd  countryman, 

Edmund  Burke,  nnder  whose  protection  he  moved  to  England, 

and  visited  Rome.    The  leading  circumstances  in  his  life,  after 

he  setlfod  in  London  for  the  exercise  of  his  art,  are  well  known. 

By  the  united  powers  of  great  natural  genius  and  intense 

application,  he  raised  himvelf  to  high  distinction,  as  an  historical, 

or,  rather,  as  an  epic,  painter.    His  splendid  composition,  ''The 

Victors  at  Olympia,*'  has  been  considered  as  his  finest  producUon  ; 

bfA  the  work  of  greatest  labour,  and  that,  perhaps,  by  which  he 

is  best  known,  b  his  series  of  pictures,  allegorically  illustrative 

of  the  culture  and  progress  of  human  ki)owledge.    This  grand 

undertaking  he  performed,  gratuitously,  for  the  Society  establialhed 

in  London  fbr  the  Encouragement  of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and 

Commerce ;  and  the  pictures  now  decorate  the  great  room  of  that 

Sodety.    They  were  exhibited  for  the  benefit  of  the  artist,  bufr 

the  exhibition  produced  no  more  than  the  sum  of  500/.  to  which 

90O/.  was  added  by  a  vote  of  the  society.    Such  was  the  pecuniary 

recompense  for  seven  years  labour,   obtained,  in  the  eighteoith 

century,  by  a  genius  of  the  highest  order !    The  strong  prejudices, 

and  extreme  irritability,  of  Barry,  rendered  such  parts  of  his  life 

as  were  not  passed  in  professional  pursuits,  a  continued  scene  of 

waifhre  with  sodety  -y '  and,  in  alleviation  of  our  regret,  whilst 

reflecting  on  the  privations  caused  by  his  extreme  poverty,   it 

may,  we  believe,  be  said,   with  mournful  truth,  that  so  gloomy 

and  peculiar  a  cast  of  mind  would  not  have  been  calculated  to 

extract  enjoyment  from  affluence.      He  died  on  the  29nd  of 

February,    1806  5    and  his  remains    were  interred,   with  due 

solemnity,  in  St.  Paul's  cathedral, 
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John  Butts,  a  painter  of  figures  and  landscapes^  was 
a  native  of  this  dty.  He  did  not  attain  much  eminence  in  his  art, 
and  is  chiefly  known  as  having  been  scene-punter^  for  seversl 
seasonsj  at  Crow-street  theatre^  when  that  house  was  under  the 
direction  of  Spranger  Barry. 

Jamei  Cwanagk  Murphy,  \i  not  a  native  of  Cork,  resided  here 
in  the  early  part  of  his  life>  engaged  in  the  humble  occupation  of 
a  bricklayer.  Evincing  considerable  talents  for  drawing,  he 
obtuned  such  patronage  as  enabled  him  to  visit  the  Britisk 
metropolis.  He  afterwards  passed  several  years  in  Spmn  sod 
Portugal  J  and^  during  his  residence  in  those  countries^  collected 
materials  for  his  valuable  works,  the  "  Arabian  Aatiquite  of 
Spam/'  *'  PJaos  of  the  Church  of  BaUlha/'  &c.  Mr.  Murphy  is 
stated,  in  Crdcer*8  **  Researches,"  to  hare  died  in  London, 
about  the  year  1814. 

,  The  population  of  Cork  has  considerably  increased  within  tbe 
last  quarter  of  a  century.  In  tbe  year  1813,  the  number  of  hooses 
was  7^652,  and  of  inhabitants  64,394.  In  1821,  the  numhers 
were :  houses.  12,175 ;  inhabitants  100,535  5  thus  giving  sn 
increase  of  inhabitants,  in  eight  years^  to  the  number  of  36,141. 

The  country  around  Cork,  throughout  a  district  eitendiog 
from  three  to  four  miles,  in  most  directions,  is  termed  the 
lAhertki,  or  County  of-  the  City.  This  tract  is  thickly  studded 
with  villas,  dissimilar  in  size  and  character,  together  with  hoosei 
for  the  accommodation  of  lodgers  in  the  summer  months.  Tlie 
banks  of  the  river  afford  the  most  favoured  spots,  and  many  of  tbe 
viUas  there  constructed  are  greatly  ornamental  to  the  vidnitj  of 
the  city. 

The  whole  course  of  the  river  Lee,  between  the  city  of  Corit 
nd  the  Harbour,  is  replete  with  animation  and  interest.  The 
banks  of  the  river,  for  the  two  miles  nearest  to  the  city,  form  into 
hills  of  considerable  elevation  $  and  the  handsome  dwdliogSi 
which  enrich  their  sides,  are  usually  tinted  white,  and  are,  is 
most  instances,  decorated  with  thriving  plantations.'*    At  the 

•  Vfben  Arthur  Toung  viiited  this  o«if  hboorhood,  So  1776,  tbere  wen 
few  boates  on  tbe  borden  of  the  riv«r,  bit  he  emphatically  rtmuktif 
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distatiee  of  five  miles  and  a  half  from  Cork^  iht  VDj'ag^r  oh  this 
rivet  arrives  at  Passage.  Here  all  ships^  of  more  than  200  tons 
bmfheD,  unload  for  the  port  of  Cork>  in  consequence  of  a  bar  in 
the  river^  which  prevents  their  further  progress.  Still  Airthcr 
toirards  the  harboar,  we  see  Monkstown^  an  object  of  fiome 
coriosity  on  account  of  the  remains  of  a  castle,  which,  howevef^ 
are  of  no  great  antiquity,  the  building  having  been  erected  about 
the  year  1(136.  Tliis  place  contains  several  houses  for  the  accom- 
modation of  bathers. 

The  Harbour  of  Cork,  which  is  distant  ftom  the  dty  about 
eight  miles^  is  one  of  the  most  capacious  and  secure  havens  in  the 
British  empire.  *'  The  outward  entrance,"  writes  Dr.  Smitfi; 
"  is  scarce  half  a  league  over ;  but,  having  passed  a  bank,  called 
the  Tarbot's  bank,  on  which  are  thirty  feet  water,  in  the  shoalest 
places,  the  entrance  narrows  to  about  half  a  mile.**  There  are,' 
in  this  great  basin,  several  islands,  two  of  which  are  named  Spike 
and  Hai^wiln,  lliese  two  islands,  continues  Dr.  Smith,  ^'  are 
so  providentially  placed,  that  they  break  oflF  all  the  fury  of  the 
wind  and  tide,  so  that  vessels,  when  they  are  in,  lie  land-locked ; 
the  ibrmer  sheltering  them  from  the  fury  of  the  sea  and  southerly 
winds,  and  the  latter  breaking  off  the  strength  of  the  ebb  and 
Umd  floods,  fidiidi  are  also  much  abated  by  the  tides  having  a* 
passage  out  by  another  channel,  on  the  back  of  the  Great  Island.'^* 

This  fine  harbour  is  now  the  fixed  station  of  a  port  admiral, 
a»d  is  the  frequent  resort  of  ships  of  war,  and  fleets  Of  traders  to 
the  West  Indies.  The  lands  about  it  are  high  and  bold, 
particularly  on  both  sides  of  the  narrow  entrance  from  St.  Oeorffe*s 
Channel.  On  the  steep  elevations  in  these  directions,  are  erected 
two  forts^  named  Camden  and  Carlisle  forts,  which  are  provided 
with  formidable  batteries.    Very  strong  works  have,  also,  been 

"  that  tb«  eoaatry  on  the  harboar  he  thatt(h(  to  b«  preferabUi  la  mmf 
reppocti,  for  a  residence,  to  aoy  thing  be  bad  seen  in  Ireland  i"  and  be 
giTo  leverat  reatoni  for  this  opioion^  among  which  are  the  following  i 
*'  Firatf  it  is  the  most  soetlierly  part  of  the  kingdom.  Second^  there  are 
very  great  baaatles  of  proapect*  Tkird^  by  much*  the  most  animated | 
haay,  scene  of  shipping  in  all  Ireland.** 
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constructed^  within  the  last  few  years,  on  Spike  and  HaHiowiitt 
islands.  On  the  former  are  extensive  bamMAs ;  and  on  ^ 
latter  a  dock-yard,  and  Tarioini  buMings  comporing  a  navil 
arsenal,  on  a  large  scale. 

On  the  north  of  the  barboor  is  an  iasnlated  tracts  of  ooa- 
siderable  extent,  called  the  GmtULT  Isi.aiid.*  This  isle  is,  ia 
general,  of  a  fertile  character,  and  commnnicates  with  thensia 
land,  on  the  north  side,  by  a  bridge.  Its  southern  shores  lie 
open  to  the  noble  expansion  of  the  harbour ;  and,  in  this  part  of 
the  island,  stands  the  town  of  Cote,  a  place  which,  during  the 
war,  was  rapidly  increasing  in  extent  and  consequence.  The 
principal  proprietors  are  Lord  Midieton,  and  Smith  Barry,  Esq.  j 
and  the  great  augmentations  of  this  sea-port  town,  in  recent  yesn, 
took  place  under  the  auspices  of  his  lordship,  and  by  desire  of 
the  late  Hugh  Smith  Barry^  Esq.  Previous  to  the  interference 
of  these  spirited  proprietors.  Cove  was  a  humble  village,  con- 
sisting,  chiefly^  of  mean  cabins.  On  the  part  belonging  to  the 
family  of  Barry,  an  extensive  quay  has  been  constructed;  and 
several  good  streets  have  been  formed  on  the  lands  of  both  pro* 
prietors.  The  town  is  built  partly  on  the  margin  of  the  shore, 
but  chiefly  on  different  stages  in  the  ascent  of  a  lofty,  bill,  which 
rises  immediately  from  the  waters  of  the  harbour.  A  new  church, 
and  Roman  Catholic  chapel,  have  been  completed.  The  fomer 
is  a  commodious  and  neat  building,  designed  in  imitation  of  the 
pointed  style  of  architecture.  It  was  finished,  and  opened  for 
divine  service,  in  1811. 

The  Great  Island  (called  formerly  ike  Ishmd  of  Barrymim, 
oi|^  account  of  it  having  been  long  possessed  by  that  femDy) 
combines,  as  a  place  of  residence,  the  advantages  noticed  by 
Mr.  Arthur  Young,  and  contains  several  handsome  and  well-placed 
MAnm o,  long«the  seat  of  the  fenuly  of  French,  is  sHuatsd 


*  Dr.  Smith  m«DtioD»,   oa  the  authority  of  Koatiof,  a  '*  nensnblt 

bat^Io,  fought  at  Ard-Neimheidh,  i.e.  the  Great  Island,  hetweea  lfi«A 

Nnaget,  and  JBofai,  monarch  of  Ireland;  in  which  conflict  the  fona« 

reco?ered  the  crown  of  Munster  from  the  latter."    Siakh'^  Hitt.  ef  Ceri(» 

vol.  liy  p.  19. 
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at  the  wattem  ead  of  the  ubnd,  and  conmiaads  an  extensiTe 
Tieir  over  the  river  towards  Cork^  and  the  highly-improved 
covDtry  in  ito  vidnity.  Bblobovb,  belonging  to  a  branch  of  the 
Bagwell  lamily^  occupies  a  fine  position^  near  the  eastern 
extremity  of  the  island.*  In  different  parts  are  several  pleasing 
nodern  villas. 

The  small  Island  of  Foaty  lies  to  the  north  of  Great  Island, 
and  contuns  the  spacions  seat  of  Smith  Barry,  Esq.  enriched 
with  extensive  and  flourishing  plantations.  This  gentleman  is 
descended  from  a  junior  branch  of  the  family  of  Barry,  Earls  of 
Barrymore. 

RosTBLLAN  Castlb,  the  seat  of  the  Marquess  of  Thomond,  is 
situated  on  the  eastern  borders  of  the  harbour,  and  presents  a 
striking  object  to  vessels  entering  this  haven.  The  autient  castle 
was  built  by  Robert Fitzstephen  de  Marisco,  and  was  twice  assailed 
and'captnred  in  the  year  1645.  The  present  mansion  wais  erected 
on  the  ruins  of  that  fortress,  and  has  been  considerably  enUrged 
and  improved  by  the  late  and  present  marquess.  The  situation  of 
this  place  is  extremely  fine,  and  commands  an  unequalled  view  of 
the  grand  and  animated  harbour.  The  grounds  are  well-planted, 
and  are  rich  in  luxuriant  evergreens,  a  sure  indication  of  the  great 
mildness  of  climate  in  this  southern  tract  of  country.  Near  the 
water  is  an  elevated  terrace,  from  which  the  views  of  the  harbour, 
its  fortifications,  and  varied  shipping,  are  peculiarly  attractive  and 
inspiriting. 

•  Belgrovtt  is  notieedliy  SmiUi»  wridng aboat  1148*  as**  the  pteasuH 
■Ml  of  John  H«rp«r,  Esq.  of  Cork."  Tlie  foUowiof  deicriptioo»  by  that 
ftutbor,  confeyB  correct  ideas  of  the  embellished  pleasare  grooods  attached 
to  Irish  mansions,  In  the  middle  years  of  the  last  century.  "  From  a  fine 
terrace  over  the  gardens  is  an  agreeable  prospect  of  the  eastern  channel  of 
the  island,  which  is  here  broad  and  deep,  forming  a  noble  basin.  TMs 
terrace  is  near  a  quarter  of  an  Bngllsh  mile  long,  broad  and  high,  adorned 
with  Tases,  urns,  &c.  and  Is  the  finest  of  the  kind  in  this  connty.  Beneath 
the  terrace  is  a  pretty  bowling-green,  with  gardens  and  pleasant  walks. 
To  the  south  is  a  spreading  grove,  which  covers  a  hilly  country)  down  to 
the  water's  edge.'^    Smith,  &c.  vol.H.  p.  lOi. 
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At  ^  short  distance  from  Rostellan  is  CoBSBSGy  ilie  sent  of 
Robert  Uniacke  Fitz-Gerald^  Esq.  bnilt  near  the  mine  of  an  old 
castle^  which  Smith  mentions  ^*  as  having  belonged,  acoordini^ 
to  report,  to  one  of  the  Condons,  for  whom  there  is  an  old  tomb 
in  the  decayed  church  of  Corkbeg.** 

CooLAiORE,  the  handsome  mansion  of  William  W.  Newenhan, 
^sq.  is  sitnated  on  the  north  side  of  the  channel  that  rons  from 
the  harbonr  to  Carigaline.  This  estate  has  long  been  conspicaoos 
for  the  exemplary  agricultural  management  of  its  successive  pro- 
})rietors.  When  Arthur  Young  wrote  his  Tour  in  Ireland, 
Goolmore  was  the  seat  of  Archdeacon  Oliver,  which  gentleman  is 
termed  by  that  tourist  "  the  capital  farmer  of  all  this  neighbour- 
hood.** Mr.  Neweuham  has,  likewise,  bestowed  much  successful 
attention  on  the  improvement  of  agriculture.  It  may  not  be 
superfluous  to  observe  that,  in  consequence  of  the  great  increase 
in  the  number  of  villa-residences  in  this  part  of  the  country,  the 
annual  value  of  good  demesne  land  is  now  not  less  than  ten  pounds 
an  acre. 

At  tki^  distance  of  about  four  miles  from  Cork  is  the  village  of 
Glanmibe,  situated  near  the  head  of  a  small  inlet,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river  Lee.  The  country  is  here  particularly  beantifuL 
*rhe  rivulet  on  which  the  village  is  seated,  pursues  its  brief  course 
towards  the  Lee  through  several  picturesque  glens,  screened  on 
both  sides  by  hills,  richly  clothed  with  wood.  So  agreeable  a 
retireibebt,  at  so  moderate  a  distance  from  the  city,  has  induced 
the  erection  of  numerous  villas,  many  of  wliich  are  truly  enviable 
for  charms  of  situation.  Amongst  these  may  be  noticed  tbe 
following. 

^  LotA,  on  the  west  side  of  the  inlet,  was  built  by  a  foreiga 
architect,  for  the  Lite  Robert  Rogers,  Esq.  The  design  is  in  a 
|>leasiDg  style  of  architecture,  and  the  grounds,  which  were 
formerly  more  extensive  than  at  present,  possess  great  richness 
lAdd  V2U*lety. 
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Hmt  the  mo«iUi  of  the  inlet,  and  on  its  eastern  aide,  is 
DuNKXTTLB.  A  soat  OH  this  spot  was  the  residence  of  Richard 
Tonaon,  Esq.  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The 
present  haadaome  mansion  was  erected,  a  few  years  back,  by 
Abraham  Morris,  Esq.  The  groand  of  this  demesne,  sloping'  to 
the  south  and  west,  admits  of  river-views  pecoliarly  compre« 
hmsive.  It  is  well  observed  by  Mr.  Townsend,  that  **  all 
the  sitnataona  on  the  river  Lee  are  ^ne,  bat  none  of  them 
enjoy  ao  extensive  a  combination  of  beauUes  as  Ihuikettle. 
Withont  standing  high,  it  sees  more,  and  in  a  better  point  of 
view ;  and  it  possesses  one  advantage  which  all  the  others  want, 
a  considerable  extent  of  welUshaped  and  welUplanted  lawn  in 
front." 

Glyktown,  a  handsome  villa  on  the  north  side  of  Glanmire, 
was  bnilt  by  the  late  Samnel  M'Call,  Esq. ;  and,  at  the  nortliem 
extremity  of  this  attractive  neighbourhood,  is  Rivxrstown,  the 
seat  of  Jemmet  Browne,  Esq.  This  last*naraed  mansion  was 
formerly  the  residence  of  Dr.  Jemmet  Browne,  bishop  of  Cork* 
under  whose  care  the  house  and  grounds  received  their  principal 
ornamenta.  Smith,  who  was  contemporary  with  bishop  Browne, 
menitions  the  stucco  enrichments  in  sev^eral  of  the  apartments 
**  as  having  been  performed  by  the  Franchi&is,  brothers.  The 
river  of  Glanmire,"  adds  this  writer, "  runs  throogh  t^e  gardens* 
banked  into  serpentine  canals.  A  pleasant  park,  stocked  witb 
deer,  comes  closo  to  the  garden- walls."  The  groands  of  this 
▼ery  respectable  seat  abound  in  aged  timber^  and  the  whol^ 
devesne  wears  an  air  of  dignified  seclusion, 

Black-Rock,  a  populous  and  gay  village,  is  situated  on  a 
peninsula  of  the  river  Lee,  at  the  distance  of  about  three  miles 
from  Cork.  Not  more  than  thirty  years  back,  this  place  conristed 
chiefly  of  a  few  fishers'  cabins,  and  the  dwellings  of  officers  in  the 
revenue  department.  It  is  now  becope  a  favourite  village  of 
retirement  with  the  merchants  and  traders  of  the  neighbouring 
dtyj  and  the  houses  for  their  accommodation  are  veryrnomeroua. 
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aacli  lA  some  infltanoesj  4>f  a  pleuiog  character.  Tke  huary  <^ 
salt- water  bathing  adds  greatly  to  the  attractions  of  theee  retnato. 
Black- Rock  Castle  was  originally  a  eircolar  tower,  erected  liar  the 
protection  of  the  river»  \»j  the  Lord  Deputy  hlamnt^j,  early  in 
the  re^^  of  Jamea  L  In  that  state  it  nearly  reseoibled  the  block 
hou9es^  bailt  in  the  time  of  Henry  Vf  XL  for  Uie  defence  of  the 
entrance  to  the  Sonthampton  water,  and  other  parts  o£  the  fingliah 
eoast.  The  corporation  of  Cork  added  a  large  octaf^annl  rooai, 
and  some  other  buildings,  in  IT9SL  Here,  when  Smith  wvoto  his 
Wtwk  on  this. county,  the  mayors  held  an  admiralty  OGwt» 
Its  chartered  admirals  of  the  harbour;  .and  they  stiU  peri* 
sdioaily  assert  their  privileges.  Annually,  on  the  Isiof  Aagnst, 
the  mayor  and  corporation  sail  to  the  entrance  of  the  harbonr,  «t 
which  Ume  they  throw  a  dart  into  the  sea,  to  denote  their  right 
of  jurisdiction.  Near  Black-Rock  castle.  Lady  Chatterlen  has  a 
handsome  residence,  termed  Castle  Mahon« 

BiiABHnr  CAaTJiu,  situated  to  the  north-west  of  Cork,  at  the 
distance  of  rather  aM>re  than  three  miles  from  that  city,  k  thoissr 
of  Geoife  Charles  Jefferyes,  Esq.  The  buildings  consist  of  the 
remains  of  an  antient  rsstrilsted  pile,  with  an  attached  mansion, 
of  modem  caoslmotion.  The  castle  of  Blarney  #as  baiit  about 
the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century,  by  Cormac  Mac  Caithy,  or 
Carty,  sumamed  Luder,  or  the  strong,  a  chieftain  of  great  power 
in  this  part  of  Ireland,  whose  family  were  renmrkaUo  for  thenr 
steady  adherence  to  theEnglish  interest,  with  some  few  exeeptiens, 
IndwatWo  of  vacillation  rather  than  determinale  abandonment. 
The  head  of  this  branch  of  the  Mac  Carthys  assumed  the  titie  ef 
Lord  Muskery,  as  lord  of  the  soil,  and  was  summoned  to  parlia- 
ment as  Baron  of  Blarney,  in  the  reign  of  Elisabeth.  He  was 
created  Viscount  Mnskery,  and  Earl  of  Clancarty,  in  the  year 
1658. 

In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  this  castle  was  described,  by  the 
author  of  Pacata  Hiberaia,  as  a  fabric  composed  of  four  piles 
joined  together,  having  walls  eighteen  feet  in  thickness.  Its 
situation  on  a  rock  secured  it  from  the  efforts  of  the  miner,  smiit 
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nMTfttvoiiglf  flankod  at  each  aof^.    Whoa  €oniiao  Mac  Dermod* 
Cicly>  Lopd  Mnsktrf ,  was  accaaad  of  diMtftothm,  in  KIM,  to 
was  oanpellad  t^smvander  the  eaatic  of  Bkniey  to  CaftaiaTnfe, 
Ibt  <he  vaa  of  tlia  qooaa.    It  was,  liowev«r>  restored  to  fain  oa 
fata  being  again  reeehr^  inHo  favovr  by  gavemmeat ;  and  his  fSunily 
lived]  haroy  in  tbeeBDSiwtse  of  loyally  and  lAweojoyment  of  {NsaOe>' 
aotiLcdied  into  aotton  by  tbe  eivll  genias  wbioh  prevailed  m  IMl. 
Lard  Masikary>  constant  in  Ids  attachment  to  Hie  crown,  then* 
Mpaiiad  to  arms  in  the  royal  <:anse.    lb  the  year  1946,  his  caslle' 
was  captured  by  Lord  BvoghiU,  afterwapdo  Bati  oi  Onrery  j  bat* 
was  vestnnad'  to  its  antient  owners  by  King  Oharles  11.    lb  the 
cMh'wars  lietwnen  James 'II.  and  KingWlfltun,  lo  was  at  one 
time  Qied  as  a  prison  for  protestants  of  Cork,  ordered  into  eon^ 
tatmeat*  by  Laid  Clare  ^  and  was  not  sanrandered  to  the  fo«ee# 
of  William,  wiihoat  an  obstinate  straggle.  AAer  the  submission  of 
Cork,  in  1691,  tbe  Earl  olClancarty  was  sentenced  to^esiile,  anA 
his  title  and  estates  were  declared  forfeited.     Blarney  CastK),  and 
eootiguons  lands,  were  purchased  from  the  crown,  shor^  after 
thai  aol  el  forfeiture,  by  Sir  James  Jeffsryes>  in  whose  descendant 
ihey  are  still  vested. 

Tharemaias  of  the  castle*  consist  of  one  square  and  massive 
iowar^  «f  laige  diamosions,  having  few  r^ular  windows^  but 
many  apertures  lor  tha  disehaige  of  missiias.  k  is  sealed  on  tho 
■oithera  side  of  a  ridge  of  limestone  roek^  wfakh  liaea  hwm  a 
deep  vaHey,  and  extends  about  one  mile  in  length..  The  rode  on 
wiich  the^castb  is  placed,  is  predpiteas,  and  at  ito  base  fiowa  th» 
Awmartin,  a  small  river  of  considerable  beauty.  Much  wood 
enriches  this  demesne,  and  adds  greatly  to  the  romantic  charma 

of  the  scenerv.     Attached  to  the  east  side  of  the  antieDt  tower  i& 

• 

«  A  triiHkl  chcsaistanos  oQeBn>  that  is».  pflffhays*  Msrvsljr  entitled  ta 
Ike  notice  of  tlie  tapogmpher.  In  the  blghmt  part  of  the  castle  it  a  stoaa^ 
Wiaally  poiatod  oat  to  the  visiter,  whkh  U  said  to  have  the  power  of 
impiirtiog  to  the  person  who  kissea  it,  the  ua-eaTiable  privilege  of 
hazerding,  without  a  blash,  that  species  of  romantic  assertion,  which 
'many  term  falsehood.  Hence  tbe  phrase  of  Bioraejf,  applied  to  sadi 
violatioas  of  accuracy  in  narratlaa* 


! 
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a  sptdons  oianiiioii^  which  eonttttntas  Um  pceiMit  riridtnot^  Md 
WAS  eraotod  by  Sr  Jcmet  Jefferyes,  the  purchaser  of  tUs  estate^  id 
the  early  ptrt  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The  tine  was  nnfavonfiaMe 
to  beanty  of  domestic  architectare>  or  justness  of  keqmg.  The 
buUdiag  is>  accordingly^  destitute  of  aU  apprepviate  aUvsione  to 
the  castellated  style  of  the  massive  straetnre  to  which  it  is 
aMched.  Among  some  pictnres  preecrved  at  this  seat,  is  a  Ml 
length  portrait  of  Charles  XII.  of  Streden,  which  is^  probahlVf  an 
ori|gind»  and  was  brought  hither  by  James  Jefferyes^  Esq.  mm  of 
8ir  James*  who  had  been  envoy  to  the  conrt  of  Sweden* 

The  attached  grounds^  are  rich  in  natural  cireomstanees^  often 
jndaciously  oultivated.  The  scenery  of  a  reclnse  vale,  termed 
the  Roek  Close,  is  so  eiqoisitely  beantifel  that  no  just  idea  of  its 
romantic  influeoce  over  the  feelings  can  be  conveyed  by  iSbit 
temeness  of  prosaic  description.  It  wo«ld>  indeed,  appear  to  be 
iMrmed  by  nature,  and  nursed  by  art,  as  a  retreat  for  the  poet, 
the  lover,  and  others  "  of  imagination  all  compaet.**  To  the 
sooth-west  of  the  castle  is  a  lake,  winch,  although  so  near  to  the 
fivonriag  circumstances  of  rock  and  wood,  possesses  Ktde  of  the 
picturesque.f 

'  The  viUage  of  Bbamey  has,  within  the  last  half  eentary, 
undergone  more  vicissitudes  than  are,  perhaps,  likdy  to  oocnr, 
in  the  same  number  of  years,  to  any  town,  or  village,  oat  of 
Ireland.  In  the  yeai'  1765,  this  place  consisted  merely  of  a 
few  mud  cabins.  About  that  time  the  late  proprietor  of  the 
estate  commenced  a  new  town,  with  the  laudable  and  patriotic 

*  In  celebration  of  this  place  was  written  a  wong,  well  kaown  ia  tiM 
■oath  of  Ireland,  and  called  **  The  Groves  of  Blarney."  Thii  strange  pro- 
duction is  attribnted  to  the  pen  of  the  late  Mr.  MUliken,  and  is  an  imitation 
of  the  cobler*s  long  on  Castle  Hyde,  in  this  county. 

f  Mr.  Croker  mentions  a  tradition,  very  generally  believed,  aceordliig 
to  wMch,  **  before  Blaneysorreadered  to  King  Wllli«m*i  forces.  Lord 
Olaacarty's  plate  was  made  up  in  an  oaken  chest«  winch  was  tlirown  into  tfcii 
lake,  and  has  not  since  been  reco?ered."  In  the  same  pleasing  work  on 
the  south  of  Ireland,  Is  a  wood-cut^  representing  the  *'  signet- ring  ef 
Donogh  Mac  Carty  More,  which  was  lately  sold  by  a  peasant  to  a  watcl- 
maker  in  Cork."    Researches,  Ac.  p.  307. 


[jIUNftTJIR.]  COUNTY  09  OOSK.  ^j9 

view  of  6St»bli$UBg  at  Blarney  aeveral  munnfaetorea.  ▲  great 
cominaBd  of  water  maclft  favoured  this  project  5  and  it  nsoald^ 
proMkly^  liaTe  been  attended  with  more.  anceoBs,  if  the  design 
had  been  on  a  less  extensive  scale*  A  particnlar  account  of  these 
andertfJungs  is  given  in  the  second  volomoof  Mr.  Yonng*^  T^or. 
From  that  work,  and  other  sonvces  -of  infomation;  it  appears 
that  Mr.  Jefferyes^  Ji)eMdes  expending  fsofuidereble  sums  himselfy 
obtained  grants  of  pob^c  noneyj  for;  the  £artherance.of  his  very 
desirable  objects.  From  various  cansesj  however^  none  qt  wbi^h 
were  derived  from  a  want  of  liberality,  or  fostering  spirit,  ia  the 
projector^  the  design  has  not  realized  the  sangnine  eoipecfcntiona 
formed  in  its  infiEuicy  j  and>  from  its  present  aspect^  we  fear  tfrnt 
Bkrney  is  not  destined  to  beeos^  a  permanent  msnufactaring 
town. 

The  new  town,  planned  and  bnik  by  Mr.  Jefferyes,  was,  in 
many  respects,  of  a  pleasing,  though  certainly  not  of  an  af^o- 
priate  character.  The  houses  are,  we  bdieve,  about  nin^  in 
number.  The  principal  of  these  were  fcrmed  into  a  square^ 
having  a  statue  in  the  centre.  The  founder  had  travelled  mnch^ 
in  the  early  part  of  hu  life,  and  had  imbibed  a  taste  for  omn^ 
ments  on  domesUc  buildings,  which  he  applied  to  the  decoration 
of  these  dwellings  for  manufacturers.  The  consequence  was 
obvious  :— such  superfluous  circumstances  of  embellishment  were 
der^d  hj  the  rich,  and  viewed  with  indifference  by  the  tenanU 
mnd  the  poor.  Many  of  the  dwellings  are  now  dila^dafted,  and 
the  area  of  the  square,  prematurely  honourod  with  a  statue,  waa 
lately  under  the  operation  of  the  plough  or  spade,  ^d  yellow  in 
corn. 

Among  the  buildings  erected  by  Mr.  Jetferyes  was  a  churchy 
of  some  elegance  in  design,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
materials  and  workmanship  were  equally  indiflferent,  and  such  as 
render  it  unlikely  that  the  structure  will  prove  of  long  duration.* 

*  A  curio ut  instance  of  ardoor  in  commencing  an  undertakinf,  witbont 
perseverance  to  carry  it  into  complete  effect,  is  thus  noticed,  at  Blarney, 
b J  Mr.  Townsend,  and  is  mentioned  by  that  writer,  as  '*  a  wbimsical 
specimen  of  ibe  levity  of  natjional  temper."    The  town  stands  a  little  to 
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Glotitb,  the  see  of  a  bishop^  bat  otherwise  a  towft  of  «o  gnMk 
oonshieratioiij  is  situated  on  a  gentle  emineoce  that  lisea  fron  the 
aonthern  Tale  of  ImokiUy,  at  the  distance  of  aboat  two  milea  horn 
Cork  harbour^  towards  the  west.  We  are  told  thai  the  biriioiiric 
of  Gloyne  was  founded  in  the  sixth  century,  by  St.  CMmaa^  whe 
was  the  disciple  of  St.  Finbar^  bishop  of  Cork.  It  is  believed  that 
an  abbey  was  also  founded  here>  in  the  year  707.  Bot,  notwith- 
stan^g  these  ecdesiastical  fonndations,  the  nsaal  harbingers  of 
eivic  prosperity,  it  does  not  appear  that  Cloyne  ever  rose  snperior 
to  the  character  of  a  large  village.  The  Fitzgeralds,  seneschals  of 
Imohilly,  had  aresidence  here;  and  it  is  recorded  that  a  sldrmish 
took  place  near  the  town,  between  the  seneschal  and  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  in  wUch  the  last-named  commander  behaved  with  con* 
spicaoQs  gallantry. 

The  Catkedral  is  a  small  building,  and  acts,  also,  as  the 
parochial  chorcfa  ;  it  has  no  tower,  or  Steele,  of  any  land.  The 
earlyiMid  simple  modification  of  pointed  architectnre,  of  wkidi 
tiie  lancet  arch  is  the  prevaoUng  characteristic,  pervades  the 
eastern  and  most  antient  part  of  the  cathedral,  with  the  exeeptioa 
of  tihe  large  east  window,  which  is  in  a  more  elaborate  style  of 
design.  The  simplicity  of  this  division  of  the  church  is,  how- 
ever, not  free  from  innovation.  The  cfioir  was  repaired  in  177^>* 

the  nortbward  of  the  cattle,  on  the  West  tide  of  the  river.  To  die  east  it  a 
iftvge  and  level  plain.  **  Throvgh  tkls  Mr.  Jeflhryet  had  iateaded  to  dnw 
<he  coarse  ef  the  river,  chiefly,  perhapt»  with  a  Tiew  to  isprove  li» 
'proipect  from  hit  castle.  A  handsome  itone  bridge  was,  acoordiag|y> 
built;  bat  the  cuttinf  of  a  new  channel,  protracted  from  time*  to  tine 
during  the  life  of  the  undertaker,  still  remains  to  be  done.  Some  yean 
ago  the  place  presented  the  carious  spectacle  of  a  river  wlHMMit  a  bridge, 
and  a  bridge  withoat  a  river  I**    Survey  ,ftc.  vol.  il.  pp.  148-4. 

•  Vho  following  discovery,  connected  with  these  repahrsy  is  vscsldad 
by  Sir  B.  Hoare.  **  In  erecliog  the  present  crosft-waU»  at  tho  eatiaaoe  ef 
tbe  choir,  in  I7T6,  as  the  workmen  dog  deep  in  the  nave,  to  lay  the 
Ibnndatibn,  they  discovered  a  row  of  graves,  of  a  singalar  coaitractioo, 
consisting  of  brick  cells,  exactly  salted  to  the  sise  and  shape  of  the  body 
contained  in  each  f  and  one  of  them  ended  at  the  shoulders )  nor  wetv  any 
of  the  sknll  bones  to  be  found  with  the  body.    It  is»  iherefeve>  not  tepio- 
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mdorllie'dincibm  of  bishopAgar;  and>  atthat  tittie>  fiiliaa 
omMMnta  were  injodkaoiialy  blended  wkk  ita  moire  a«BM% 
liaeafMBta.  There  are  no  monnmeata^  of  any  high  antiqiuly^ 
bnl  tlw  ibUowing  epitaiA,  from  the  pen  of  the  late  Mia«  Pioni# 
opr  attentiom  :-* 


From  tMt  Tault  iludl, 
At  the  laat  day,  aaeead 
The  reanioiated  body  of 
Susan  Adams ! 
More  fair,  more  lovely,  and  more  excellent 
(Since  with  our  God  all  things  are  possible) 
Than  when,  at  18  years  of  age, 
8ho  left  a  dicle  of  adrntaiag  fHeads^  f 

To  seek  tha  wroalb  battawod 
On  meeknesfy  piety*  and  Tirtae*  . 
Whilstj  by  iettinf  np  this  sablnnary  token  of  remembrance, 
A  momentary  consolation  has  been  lent 
To  her  aflicted  mother. 
J»R«,  1804.  HBSTBR  LYNCH  PIOZZI. 

The  chnrch  yard  is  large,  and  acquires  a  secladed  and  grate- 
ful effect  from  numerous  well-grown  trees,  which  were  chiefly 
planted  by  Bishop  Manle,  about  the  year  1730.  Within  the  bounds 
of  this  cemetery  are  the  ruins  of  a  small  building,  appearing  to 
be  of  considerable  antiquity,  and  locally  called  St.  Colman^sChapei, 

At  a  short  distance  from  the  church,  towards  the  west,  is  a 
fin^  and  lofty  round,  or  pillar,  tower.  The  height  of  this  tower^ 
according  to  the  historian  Smith,  is  93  feet,  and  the  diameter  10 
leet«* 

haUo  that  the  head  of  the  owner  may  have  boea  flzod  on  Cork  fatas^  fas 
tha  tfasaa  of  tashalaBca ;  ai  they  appear,  from  the  print  glTon  as  of  that 
city,  is  the  PmeaU  HikermU,  to  ho  fall  of  those  trophlot.*'  Sir  &.  UoarOft 
4sr«d  Clof  ao  MM. 

•  The  piliar-towar  of  Cloyae  suffered  considerable  damafe  from  light- 
aloff,  in  the  night  of  the  10th  of  January,  1749.  **  A  flash  of  lightning," 
writas  «Dr«  Smilb,  **  passed  from  west  to  east,  ia  a  dirtet  line  through 
this  aottBty.  In  its  progress  it  struck  the  round  tower  of  the  cathedral  of 
doyne.  It  rent  the  yaolted  arch  at  the  top,  tumbled  down  the  beU  and 
three  lofts,  and,  passing  perpendicularly  to  the  internal  floor,  which  ia 
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The  episeoptl  rerideiice  is  a  platn,  bat  sparions  and  r«spect<* 
able  mansioOk  The  attached  grounds  are  extensive^  and  oraa* 
mented  with  mnch  wood.  The  plantations  in  diese  groands  nnite 
with  those  of  the  cathednl«yard>  in  forming  a  pleasing  feature  of 
this  neighbourhood,  from  several  points  of  observation.  It  mnst 
be  confessed  that  the  town  of  Cloyne  has  little  of  the  pictnresqae 
in  its  composition  |  bntj  when  it  stands  displayed  in  a  favourable 
position,  its  clustering  woods,  surmounted  by  the  stately  shaft  of 
the  pillar-tower,  bestow  oq  it  a  degree  of  pictorial  effect^  that 
would  not  be  expected  when  its  component  parts  are  viewed  singly. 

Smith,  the  historian  of  Cork,  well  remembered  the  days  ia 
which  the  celebratod  Dr.  Berkeley  resided  at  the  see*hoose  of 
Cloyne }  and  he  thus  mentions^  with  an  interesting  seal  of  respect, 
the  elegant  taste  displayed  by  that  good  prelate  and  brilliant 
scholar,  in  this  remote  part  of  a  country  then  more  neglected 
than  at  present.  **  Dr.  Berkeley,  when  bishop  of  this  see,  sac- 
ceaslnlly  transplanted  the  polite  arts,  which  before  flourished  only 
in  a  warmer  soil,  to  this  porthem  climate.  Painting  and  music 
are  no  longer  strangers  to  Ireland,  nor  confined  to  Italy.  In  the 
episcopal  palace  of  Cloyne,  the  eye  was  entertained  with  a  grest 
variety  of  good  paintings,  as  well  as  the  ear  with  concerts  of 
excellent  music.  There  were  here  some  pieces  of  the  best  mas- 
ters ;  as  a  Magdalen  by  Rubens ;  some  heads  by  Vandyck  and 
Kneller ;  besides  several  good  paintings,  performed  in  the  house.*' 
Dr.  Smith  concludes  with  remarking,  that  this  example  had  the 

about  eight  feet  higher  than  the  outward  foundation,  the  protruded 
column  of  air,  or  liphtuing,  or  both  together,  by  the  igneous  matter  bunt- 
iog  and  expanding,  and  not  finding  tuffieient  room^  iFcnted  Ittelf  bf  a 
violent  expkwiout  fereed  ite  way  through  one  tide  of  the  tower,  and  dtvte 
the  stones,  which  were  admirably  well  Joined^  and  locked  Into  each  oUier» 
through  the  roof  of  an  adjacent  stable.  The  door*  though  seemed  by  a 
strong  iron  lock,  was  thrown  above  sixty  yards  distant}  into  Che  ehureh- 
yardi  and  shattered  to  pieoes  f  which  passage  Cor  the  air  greatly  eontri* 
kilted  to  the  saving  of  the  tower.''  Smlth'^  Cwk,  voK  ii,  p.  p.  409-4.^ 
After  the  demcdition  of  the  conical  roof  of  the  tower,  by  this  stroke  ef 
lightnings  an  embattlement^  which  stiU  remainsi  wu  placed  round  the 
top.  J 
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bene&dal  effect  of  creatiBg  a  spirit  of  enmhtion  amosg  the  Bdgh- 
boMTiiig  gentry^* 

We  are  happy  to  add  the  tiibote  of  our  personal  knowledge 
oi  the  late  amiabie  aad  erodite  Dr.  BeBDett>  to  tlds  eommettdn^ 
tioB  of  a  taste  for  el^naat  porsnita  e? inced  by  the  philosophitf 
Berkeley.  Dr.  Bennett  was  eminent  as  a  classical  scholar>  but 
was  chiefly  distingQished,  independently  of  stadies  conneoied 
with  his  ecclesiastical  duties^  by  an  attachment  to  historical  and 
natiqnarian  investigations,  and  particularly  snch  as  related  to  the 
remains  of  the  Romans  in  Britain.  His  deep  researches,  and 
sovnd  judgment^  in  this  class  of  antiquities,  are  evinced  in  the 
contributions  he  afforded  to  the  several  oonnty-histories  which 
appeared  in  his  time.  His  amiable  qualities,  as  a  divine  and  a 
gentleman,  mnst  be  gratefully  remembered  by  all  who  had  the 
benefit  and  honour  of  his  acq^Qtance.  We  regret  that  the  pre- 
carious state  of  this  prelate's  health,  united,  probably,  with  the 
prevalence  of  long-cheririied  associatioiis,  in  a  mind  peenliarly 
qualified  for  polite  and  friendly  interconrse,  prevented  his  •  re« 
aiding  so  much  in  his  palace  at  Cloyne,  as  was  desired  by  all 
classes  withip  his  diocess,  that  were  capable  of  duly  appreciating 
his  worth* 

In  this  town  is  a  charity-school,  of  eonsidereble  ntilityj 
founded  by  Bishop  Crowe. 

In  a  part  of  the  episcopal  demesne,  termed  the  Roek  Men* 
dow,  which  constitutes  the  most  devated  part  of  Cloyne,  is  a 
very  extensive  cave,  that  probably  imparted  a  name  to  the  town  5 
Cluame  signifying  a  cavern,  in  the  Irish  language.  In  this  exca- 
vation a  large  arched  passage  runs,  for  some  hundreds  of  yards, 
having  four  openingr  j  and  there  are  seiveral  braaehes,  in  diferent 
directions.  There  are,  also,  other  caves,  of  great  extent,  in  se« 
veral  parts  of  this  neighbonrhood.f 

•  CoDtemporary  with  Biah^  Bwfeetey,  was  Dr.  €>'Brien,  R,  €• 
Bishop  of  Cloyne,  author  of  an  estMOied  Irl^Eogliafa  Dietionary^  prfaitod 
at  Parit,  in  I7€e. 

f  la  an  etogant  work,  reeenily  pubUtbed  (Rseearekat  In  the  tootli  of 
IrcUnd,  by  T«  Crofton  Croker,  Bsq.)  b  an  interesting  aceount  of  the 
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Tbe  dioceas  of  Cioyne  lies  entirely  vnthin  this  oonBty,*  Itt 
extreme  leogth,  as  stated  by  Beaafort,  is  nearly  50  Irish  aules; 
and  its  breadth  93  miles.  The  chapter  consists  of  a  dean;  chan- 
ceUor ;  treesarer ;  archdeacon ;  and  fonrteen  prebendaries.  The 
wardenship^of  the  charch  of  Yooghal  is  united  to  this  bishopric. 

We  present  a  list  of  the  bish<^  who  have  sat  in  this  see, 
siBfce  the  arrival  of  the  English. 

Bishops  of  Clotnb. 

Succ. 

Matthew  (died  abont  1199) 

Lawrence  O^Sallivan  (died  1204) 

Daniel  (died  1299) 

Florence 1294 

Patrick    192G 

David  MacKelly  (resigned  1938) 

avthor't  deseent  into  a  cave  in  thii  neighbourfaood,  eallsd  CarHg  • 
€rump.  Mr.  Croker  describes  **  the  deteeat  as  bAng  difik:alt»  throoffh  a 
narrow  and  tteep  crevice  of  the  roc^*"  After  proceeding  Inr  aome  dii- 
tance,  be  entered  "  a  cbambery  of  contiderabLe  sise,  the  roof  of  wbidi 
seemed  supported  by  a  ponderous  stalactical  pillar.  Above  appeared 
gloomy  galleries,  with  entrances  resembling  rich  gothlc  archways."  Ano- 
ther paK  of  the  cave  **  was  adorned  with  fewer  stalactites,  and  was  some- 
what circobur  in  shape ;  nearly  in  the  oentiOy  a  tini^  stalaetleal  coloMi 
arose,  with  an  air  of  elegant  lightness^  oat  of  water,  the  cool  and  spaifcling 
appearance  of  which  can  be  assimilated  only  to  liquid  crystaL  Haviog 
succeeded  in  crossing  it>  he  ascended  a  kind  of  terrace,  so  smooth  and 
level  as  almost  to  appear  artillcial;"  from  which  terrace  four  or  five  pas- 
sages struck  off,  which  were  full  of  deep  water. — Researehety  Ac.  p»  p. 

•  When  Smith  wnste  the  Mstory  of  Cork,  he  eonid  «'  find  no  fttttA, 
relating  to  the  sUte  of  this  dloeess»  fiifther  back  than  the  year  IM;" 
the  title  deeds,  and  other  papers,  belonging  to  the  see  being  kist,  or  d^ 
strayed  in  the  civil  wars.  A  document,  of  some  use  and  curiosiCy,  bss 
been  Since  aceidbntaHy  fevnd,  called  IHpmmC^lmamU  being  a  list  oTtbe 
astatse  and  manors  belonging  to  tbtc  biehaprlc,  la  1064,  eompasad  ky 
order  of  Bishop  Swaffham.  Bishop  Bennett  eolieeted  asaay  parlieahrs 
coBoaraiag  this  see,  which  be  bequeathed  to  tiie  registry,  for  tbtafc  cf 
has  snccessors. 
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8ucc« 

Alan  0*SaliivaR 1540 

Daniel.  ■ J«49 

Reginald 1^65 

Alan  O'Lbnergan   ....................  1^4 

Nicbolas de Cffingham «...•  1^184 

Maurice  0*Solehan ^ 13% 

John  de  Camba ^«  1355 

John  Brid    ,..••• • ••••». 

Jolin  Whittock   ,  IS51 

See  FiwmU  iwo.yeare. 

3<Am  deSwaffham •  • .  •  1363 

Kacbard-Wye 1376 

GenddGaatott    1394 

Adam  Pay  (died  1430)  •...« 

Jofdui 1431 

See  uwUedto  that  efCerkfor  ^pmarde  iff  two  hundred  ff  can, 

GeoigeSyiige* 4.««  1688 

BdirerdSioge  (died  167a)   

Pbtri^SberidaA 1670 

l^wardJooea i 1^388 

fraiMttPhUiMr 16M 

TobiaaMlea.... 16M 

Si.  George  Ashf 1695 

•  AfiarlkA  deteaie  of  tbk  pralats  to  l6&3«ilM  Me  of  Cleyae  uwmi»t4 
wmetMi  mtU  tkc  rettoratloo  of  King  Charles  II.  wlwa  Mkin>il  Bojlo  woo 
•««aBCo4  to  it,  la  roij Miction  with  tho  Soot #f  Cork  an^EOM*  The  wuBub 
Omm  Mihoprico  nneyo  alto  aaitod  fat  the  pMOon  of  Uinvdfliy»iO«  ooc- 
of  MkhMlBoyla^  flhMO  the^MiHiof  BiAop  Syngo  (IM)  O^rmk 

.  eniforady  coa^liirtMl «  dktinct  toe^ 

f  Or.  Aih  hod  hoon  f  r^TOOt  «b4  «ioo«huweUof  of  the  naifonitj  of 
DoUia.  ii»fio»lroMloio4froaitUiMo«iiCloghor»«iidlhonttloIkfrj« 
i<i«nitohlo  ■narhMfatto  tho  wlbnaoa  foUgionv  and  to  vUg  i^olilicat 
fco  |Bl»ii Ifeland  inlho  toign  of  JanotH.!  bat  totfotfaod,  nador  tho 
»oatflatloflingaiii|loooof  fffotocHonfcoailhe  coait»  after  the  occoirtoo 
of  Kiof  WUliaai  III.    He  was  e  felloir  of  the  Soya!  Bodolj»  and  e 

▼OL.  II.         «  G  c 
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SucCt 

Johnfooley,'  •.!'.. '..'.*.. '.^'.l^l 1697 

Charles  Crowe,* ITOT 

Henry  Made, ...:...;..  1726 

Edward  SyDge,    ..;.;......*: 1731 

George  Berkeley,'!  -  •  •  •  •  ^ 1733 

Jam^  Siopfbrd,'  ^1.1.1.....! • .  1753 

Robert  Soiiuson, . . ...'.'.'/.'/.'.... 17 59 

Hott^  Fredcrict  Hervcy,  Earl  6/  Bristol,  . .  1767 

Charles  Agar,  i  1 1  i :  1 1 1 ;  1  .i  ll . .  1 1768 

€reorge  Chiunerf,    . . ;» w« .  •  1 1780 

Richard  Woodward,    ....,  1761 

William  Bennett, 1794 

QHABLES  Morgan  Warburton, , .  1S20 

At  t^e.distapce  of  about  one  mile  from  Cloyne,.  towards  the 
west,  is  Castle*hary,  a  seat  of  the  Longfield  family.  The 
demesne  is  extensive,  and  enriched  by  fine  and  venerable  plant- 
ations. *  This  place  was  formerly  called  Cartig  Cotia,  and  Cot'i 
Rack,  from  the-remainsof  a  croaikcb,  sitnTated  near  the^  lioose. 
The  covering  stone  is  about  twelve  feet  in  length,  and  is  supported, 
at  one  end,  to  the  height  of  sis  feet  above  the  gromd,  by  tMFO 
stones  of  less  dimensions.  In  the  dose  vidnity  is  a  unsdler  stose, 
supported  in  a  slanting  position  by  a  single  stone.  '  Dr.  Smitb 

mathematician  of  considerable  repute.  His  name  U  often  meDtioned  witb 
respect  in  the  letters  of  Swift  and  Addison,  with  both  of  whitb  writers  he 
was  intimately  acquainted. 

•  Bishop  Crowe  expended  considerable  snins  at  Cloyne,  in  rclMlldlii^ 
the  epiacepal  residence,  and  other  improvements.  He,  tiheiwise,  needveied 
for  this  see  tb^  lands  o(  Dononfhmore,  containing' ievent  thoittatti  acivi. 

f  This  celebrated  prelate  was  a  native  of  the  couDty  of  KUliemyi  ted 
in  our  description  of  thai  district  we  notice  the  place  at  whkiiitlsetfpposed 
he  was  horn.  The  talents  as  «  writer,  the  enthnslastie  benevoMhce,  and 
the  solid  virtoes  of  Dr.  Berkeley  have  met  with  Me  iHostNitibn^ 'fien 
several  biographical  authors.  For  a  memoir  of  this  eort^horflinhry  fersoo, 
peculiarly  intelligent  and  elegant,  we  refer  to  DnDrake'r^  Bb*7Si 
iJlttstratlye  of  the  Tatler,  Spectator,*' ftc.  vol.  iii. 


[ICUNSTBII.]  CODXTT   OJ    COMK.  ^ 

f bsenr^:  fb^  tU^  crqndedh  was  pi)led,.  in  Irishj  Gcoig  Gioitb, 
fi  the  Rock  of'  the  Sun|  wbicb  appellation  has  beem  corrupted  to« 
Corigfio$,     . 

;  Tbe  seaport-town  of  YoyoHAL^  or  YoyoaAx.;./.  is  situiited  on 
tbe  oaa^rn  coast  of  this  county^  at  the  distance  of  2^  miles  from 

*  In  the  years  1796,  1797,. and  18dl,  there  took  place,  near  the  town' 
ofToaghal,  some  interesting  recurrences  of  the  phenomena  which  are 
prodoced  by  the  reflectioii  and*  refractlim  of  te  Images  4f '  terrMtlal* 
aiJMli fireoi iBlsts aodfags';  andwUah  are  liest.luMifa  uttdecihe.IlAlUB 
apiieUation  .of  futa  mongMa.  Hf e  efs  loducsd. -to  present .  ao.  abridge4 
account  of  a  long  article  open  this ^ subject,  in .  a, philosophical  jonrnal| 
especially  as  phenomena  of  this  kind  have  been  connected  with  the  popular 
mythology  and  superstitions  of  Ireland. 

'  The  first  of  these  eihihitloni  was  seen  oa  the  Slst  of  Detober,'  ffdOt 
at  alMat  Aar  o'clock  in  tbe  afteraoeat  the  son  shitil&g  el^aily.  Tbeni 
afpaatad^  on  a  hill  .in  the  a^^aiaiag  coasty  af  WaSstlsi^  a  vaUed  lawai 
jtlllL  well-iieflaed  hoas^Sy  a  round  lower,  and  apired«€burch  |  Ibei  Waterfotd 
hills  being  seen  distinctly  in  the  back-ground.  In  a  short  time  the  spire 
and  round  tower  became  capped  with  domes,  and  another  tower  became  a 
broken  turret;  all  the  houses  then  became  ruins,  their  fragments  seeming 
to  be  scattered  riiotrt  j  and  in  little  more  than  hn  hoar  the  whole  disappeared, 
Ihe'Un  alttkioff  te  t^e  Mtel  af  Che  real  4eld. 

.  .  Oa  tha  m4>i  Marcli,  )397»  at  abaut  aight  ia  tha  nianiiaa»  A  sjunUar 
pheaomaaei^.^M  observe^  ao,t|iehea,  to  the  sooth*weft  of  that^wn*  TbiSf 
also,  presented  a  hiil  supporting  a  walled  town;  on  one  side  were  houses^ 
and  a  castle  in  ruins;  in  the  middle  were  two  broken  towers,  on  one  of 
wbicbwas  aflag  flyingi  aod.betwaen  Ihemand  the  castle  were  more  hoaseji 
la,raiasi  the  scene  was  terminated  to  the  south  by  a  rouad  tower  and  walls. 
The  bill  was  of  a  green  and  brown  colour  i  the  baUdi^ga  were  purple  and 
hfawa  {  #uo^d  ^e  whole  had  a  clear  aad  brilliant  appearance^  like  a  irans* 
parent  paiat4i)ig«  How  long  it  continjied  ia  not  known. 
,.  The  most  beautiful  example  of  these  splendid  exhibitions  of  nature, 
^lescribed  f^  occurriag  here,  was  seen  at  about  five. o'clock  on  a  fine 
inoraing^  la  Juae«  1801.  AU  the  coast  apposite  the  river  of  Yoiighal«  oa 
Ibe.Waterford  side,  beiag  covered  with. a  dense  vapour,  preseated  oa  the 
vight,.  aezt  tbe  sea,  the  olu^cts  of  analpina  region i  in  the back-groand 
ware  snow-capped  moMataias,  while  woods,  and  a  cultivated  country 
appeared  in  froi^t.  The  snow.was  pcesentiy  teea  to  roll  dowa  the  sides  of 
the  aioantains  into  the  subjacent  valleys,  and  disclosed  to  view  the  grey 

c  c2 


th^  cky  W  €t>rk*  ^b^  totrn  b  ^AfMh  it  VSb  foot  of  li  iM^^  ttrf 
ilt^  Vi},  tfMl  GcmrisU  ttrf  oBtB  Blxeet,  aboot  a  floile  18  losgtii,  wiA 
seforal  smaller  streeta  brasdiiag  feoa  tha  chief  line  oiVkformi^ 
fare.  The  great  Goaun^rcialiaflaeoee  of  Cork  f  rovonta  Yo^^l 
firdm  beeotmog  a  pihico  of  aaty  comiderablo  trade.  FnMa  terwal 
ikvonriiig  drcumitaiices  it  is,  howOTer,  atown  oJF  maeh  laapttl- 
ability.    Tbe  antiqiwuriaa  vjntfr  VJH  bm^a j  aooM  grat^&cqtioB ; 

iniamt  of  Oia  toiwp  9ap»#fi^*.9ijwr4#9  Pd^iifnlMF  VwI^Amit.  . 

>■  ¥a«i|flial  vaa  aadar  .the  ^protaftktt  of  ttedEiUiMaUa».  «t  lib 
terfieat  period  conceftiing  wtSeb  if^U  nolioaci  ni  Mttoiy.  •  MaaMae 
Fitzgerald  foaad^  a  ttf^uastery  here,  fa  ma.  noaiaa^  ioftea 
calicfd  the  Great  £arl  of  Desmopd^.oq  account  of  the  exteat  .of  hb 

{KMMifMb^ma«/f>btiwa4  4br  th«  tow^  a.cluffar/>f  'wmp9n(ik^  ia 
ihatfaacoMi^aaT'OfJKiag.SUbriiiAIV.  A:isc4l«9ito<i;liiailii:aiii4i 
aawad  ooaaMdls  ka«se,  wm;  aba,  fqwdrt  .hy«%hiaf  i^aMiM 
htaAy.  It  trfll  bo  reiiffily  sapffosed,  that  a  eoBMiioB  nM-Aa 
fortanes  of  a  aoble  race  00  tarboleot  in  charaeter^  was  aaltkelt 
to  be  prodoctiva  of  permaoent  prosjiorltjr.  In  X579«  thf  fiui  of 
DeiaioiMl,  theni  ifk  ie^aa»  lai4 ti^  iortbe  town  no  loac  fw^iWrt 
by  his  ifaatlf;  and,  oa  tbaeanaadar  of  thp.nliati  ha^#w»»il 
ap  to  kidiiariBiiaata  plaader,  not  «aapltar  •inhi  «lipa  oilii^aaa 
focmdadons.  It  was,  for  a  short  tikio^  garriaofledj  ia  ftfoar  of 
the  rdl)el  earl,  by  hU  relative,  the  seaesohal  of  ImoldUy.    In  the 

specks  It  had  Invested ;  sad,  tti  the  Botar  niyi  increated  fai  power,  Ae 
trapoQr  druppeared  with  tti  decfeltfol  prospect.  ThAt  whfelt  tfoti^rM  Hie 
fiv«r  uid  a^acMt  cotttttry  to  th«  liift,  ^ihibhed  a  acen^yitttelymfel^f. 
It  reproaeoiDd  a  couetry  kid  out  is  lawat  aad  plMnrraHSnHiaAi,^  «aM 
were  aitaatod  three  ^ntteuena*  aeati*  Which  were  ^eUnieioMl,  uid  k^wm 
appeared  in  detail,  Krith  tome  of  thair  windows  open,  and  knockers  oa 
the  doors.  Before  the  houses  were  clomps  of  fine  forest  trees  1  behind 
them  were  beaotifal  shrnbheHea,  which  Were  succeeded  by  forests  of  ;^lttes, 
and  the  view  wae  closed  by  dtsunt  mountains.  In  aboat  half  anrhovr,  two 
of  the  houses  vanished,  the  clumiis  in  firont  also  dlsappearb; ,  abil  m  fine  oak 
apranj^  upi  which,  upon  the  raretkction  of  the  vapour  by  the  angaieDtln| 
activity  of  the  sun,  was  the  faM  to  fade  away  of  all  the  coostitdents  of  *b 
•erial  picture.    Abridged  from  Beauford:  PhUo's.  Maf.  vol.  xlli.  p.  336. 
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tontuAm  of  tlie  plaorder  sH  the  ishtbitaQtii^  save  oile  poor/friar 
akAc^  lukl  Afed  flBom  cbe  toMm ;  and  Ike  aenescbal  wm  toon  iiackr 
tfie  seMwilgr  ^  iMliatiiisliiiig  the  ph^w.  thr^nfh-  it  ^vnM  of  |tf0* 
tImiib.  it  Iras  Am  g^rmqued  by  tli)»  Sirl  #f  On»oifde  3  airf 
Crm»flig|iff>  tke  tinqror^  wiMirluM  sovrvQ^erocI  to  l>Miood>.  wm 
Iniised  at  hie  own  ddot* 

|daea»  aad  iiieeoe4ed  in  afaHag  tba  in»Ua>  bat  waa  dtfamalalf 
aapAdsad-,  with  tka  tesa  of  fiftyof  Ua  lattoiRKai 

KUbimi,  ft98t  SlwM  Carfc,  ohoae  Ymi|^  lor  hia  q«artm»  in 
Aedfilw«rawhiehrcoiiinieiicedial441i  ar^  ki  Iho  knga^geatad 
to  Ao'ytibii<y»  waa  ^pipoiated  b;  gpfeinBeat  to  praaerve  ihia  town 
4tofli  tba  aaaaiy  ^  for  wbidi  aarvica  ba  bad  an  aaMgaaaevt  of  cm 
AommA  loat  aod  sixtf  banet  lo  a  latter  to  Lord  Qormg,  be 
aacmplaiiaaftaiin  waak  and  mftiv  whea  be  entecadan  Ibiadaly^^ 
smk  ba  diad-  bava,  i»  Saptavaber j  1«4S.  At  vmf^  ia  the  Irfab 
imeMt,  wador  thaoaia»aBd^^lbaE«r^of  jCastlaba?au>  lajbefova 
Y«lfW  Ar  naarljr  toi^  wedki,. » 1645|  biit  tbeasiailaafa  vena 
wot  piafwrad  for  a  ragalar  ai«ge,  aad  tbay  retiFad  ati^fo^aoar 
wmyipit  %» thiatowtt  ftoai  Laid  BpogbiU»  |(  waa  baratbat  QUaar 
t^aaowaU  eafldMadf  biatamba  prqfrasa  tbfoa|bIcalwid«  The 
idaca  ytelM  to*  bin  witblHil  any  ^ort^  a|^  misiMaa*  and  he 
walMriiod  iN>il  tbla  pa«%  fea  Engiand^ 

TbU  wail  a  wilM  tawn^  a«d  aonaidjlrri^  ranMiina'  irf  <fte 
walla^  and  tbtf  totrAas  by  whkb  tbay*  ware  ^^Hiftbaiwdj  are  s\i\} 
.to  be  aejen'^  akhoagb  in  a  rqiii0M  a0»($tiaa**  Tbrn)  ff*^  cbieAy 
tandna  Unm €if  liann4nyytfl>  tbia  ifrdaDaoC.  tomebaniai  of  a 
wBparicar  daacripiliti^  b«at  aai,  tfaar  fiaa  ol  tb^UU*  It  baataan 
wotacad»  as  n  proof  of  tba  nrildBUsa  of  dimatn  ontbia  part  of  tba 
contft^  Ibat  tba  myrtla  grown  witb  groat  la^^vpace  in  tbase  gai^ 

dens^  and>  in  some  instanceSj  attains  tbo  height  of  twenty  foet^ 

• 

*  Graati  im  the  eorpotmtiom^  tor.ikt  repair  of  tba  arellty  ware  mede 
lathe  reiigm  of  Henry  VII,  £iiMbelh,  uid  James  I.  it  wo«li  appear, 
Vl-om  wMob  ebflervations  of  Dr.  Sntth,  tbat  rep  airs  were  alea  eiealed  bi 
the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  ceatury*  The  wall^  00  the  weftl  pide, 
raaged  alaag  the  Mll|  aad  eatended  to  tba  whole  antknt  Mfth  of  the 
towa« 


Yonghal  M  ill  bt  viewed  with  warm  feellflgl  ^f  iiitereit,  by 
moft  f isitefs,  aft  tte  town  hi  wMch  Sir  Widtar  AaMgH  oocirfeii* 
dly  resided,  it: will t)0  recollecced  that  lUf  Mg|lM;*^nMiMit<if 
the  age  in  whkh  he  floi]riehed>  tind  euloeiit  cbntrtbikor  tn  tk 
•eotefc^ofhis  country^  was  actively  engi^^  !n''fte  Mshwart 
under  Elizabeth.  From  the  transactions  of  those  mngniitery  %am^ 
<#ew  names  have  escaped  nnsullied  3  and'itis  aclnow)edgti>  h^  his 
most  zealotis  advocates^  th«t  RfttelghAvM  a  -kmly  tnitniiiiMt  i)( 
the  veogefal  spirit  that  was  then  abi^d>  and-  wMdtf 'sppeuM  to 
have  rendered  men^  of  ftU  parties.  c&Uoits  to  irenhtttf  sofMag,  in 
whatever  form  it  stood  presented,  if  within  the  sphere  «f  ndKttf)r 
action.  Considerable  estates  in .  Ireland  constltaffed  his  rtnreof 
the  spoil  3*  which^  in  the  exigencies  attendant  on  an  outfit  kt 
his  foreign  adventures,  he  sold,  for  a  snm  comparaClvdf  Mtil, 
to  the  sagacions  and  thrifty  Richard^  firdt  EM  of  CoHc.  .The 
'house  in  which  Sir  Walter  is  said  to  have  resid^/iirlien  atT^ 
hal,  is  still  standing,  and  in  good  preserViitk>n.  -  It  -li^jclha  At 
chnrch-'yard,  and  is  at  present  in  thie  occ«p^tfon  of  SlrtoWsfcflH 
pher  Mfisgrave.  "Itis  a  mansion  of*  long  and'low"prqK)fjti<mf| 
not  rbnofarkahle  eifher  for  beanty  or  'pecnliarfty  of  arddtMUire. 
'Several  of  the  apartments  are  of  rather  spacious  dimensions;  soil 
finished  witii  oakeft- panels/:  ttid  *  larg«  chibii^-piieoes/ well 
carved .  In  a  garden  attached  to  this  tesiAsncer,  it  is  btiieved  i^ 
Raleigh  planted  the  first  potatoes  gr^fwn  in '  IfSland/  'AcMding 
to  a  cntrent  tradition,  the  man  intrusted  with  th^'care  of  tk 
garden;  in  the  absence  oi  Sir  Walter/ supposed'  that  the  appk, 
or  sedl,  was  the  esculent  part  of  the  novel  prodaetion  $  ifid, 
Ending  the  taste  nnpleasitot;  bestowed  no  fortlMr  tlMugld^iw  tiM 
plantation,  nntil,  upon  digging  ^e  gronnd-for  some' other  ciupi 

the  root  was  found  to  yidd  a  wholesome  and  palfttiibls  feipcdcsrf 

'     •     ■  ■    .   ' -  if 

*  .  -  <  • 

•  The  estates  obtained  by  Sir  W.  Raleigh  formed  part  of  the  forfeited 
-property  of  the  Earl  of  Desmood,  and  coasisted  of  three  aeisneries  aod  t 
half,  in  the  counties  of  Cork  and  Waterford.  Among  these  estates  were 
the  manors  of  Ballynatra^  Strancallle ;  Lysfinneen  1  Mogeyley  »  Sbeaos; 
and  Lisraore*  Also  the  town  of  Tallow,  and  the  Abbey  of  .Molaoa*  Tkii 
large  property  he. sold  to  the  £arJ  of  C<urk»  .for  the  feam  of  loQO/. 


f0od^  of  m^eimporMAiselpthefiitare  condition  of  Ireknd.tban 
«tt  the  political  odiopiea^  .waii»*  aftd  q^croiu^hif^.  sottlemenU*  of 
Qoe^  £lii«l»eyi»  )ier  oonnsetlora  and  afouea.*  .       .  , 

.  TtionfiMe  of  Sir  .Wid|oc.  RaUigU  ooc«r«i  .a3  myqr  of  Yov^bal^ 
for  the  year  1588.  He  aailed  .from  tli€^  harbour  of  Cork,  9n  bia 
hat  Toy4^  of  4ii^oov«ry>  .Aog^al  $tb»  .1617^  and  aomo  .corioiia 
particnlara  cpnceraiqg  Viat departure  are  printed  iQi^8mith*8  Htatorj 
^Corkji  onlhef.anthority  of  certain  mann^cipiptaj.  said  to  hart 
been  theneiditing  ii^  the  Cattle  of  JUisinore* ,    , . 

The  Far0^hial  CAmr^h  of  Yopgli^  wa^  forqaerly  the  chorck  of 
a coUi^gMlte. institution,  .founded  in  1464«  by  Tbomf»jEarl  of 
Oea^ond^  .for  a  wafden,  e^ght  fellowa^  axul  the  «une  noinber  of 
chori^ra^  which  cstabliahment  was  endowed  with  aevei;^  bener 
ficeSj  and  a  considerable  landed  estate.  After  passing  through 
■Hiny  Jkanda, .  aubsoquent  to .  the  dis^olutbuj  the  ^eater  part  of 
ike  pmiperty^belo^pog .ti^.tbif  90^^  waa^ finally., obtajifedbj  Sif 
ittchard  Boyl^/  aCterAf^arda  first  Earl^of  Cork.  The  wardenship^ 
wathth^titbeaof  Youghal  parisbj  and  three,  hondred  acffsa  pf 

*  Dr.  Campbell  (Polit.  Survey,  vol.  i.  p.  05)  asserts  that  Sir  W. 
Raleigh  first  planted  the  potatoe  in  Ireland,  A.  p.  1610.  Bat  an  exami- 
nation into  the  leading^  occarrences  In  the  life  of  Ital&igh,  will  show  that 
Dfis  assertion  mint  be  foaniled  on  error.  In  1603,  h^  was  tried  for  high* 
treaMtti  and^  ont;ottvfctll»Dt  wa«  CMifiaod  la  tha  Sowar  of  LandonliMr 
Vbartaein  years.    It  .was  In. 1586,  that  lie  ohtataed.the  ar#ot  of  ihre^ 

•  •  • 

aeignorks  and  a  half,  of  land,  as  mentioned  in  our  previous  note  s  and  he 
appears  to  have  resided  at  Youghal  in  years  near  that  date,  as  we  finjl 
iiim  serving  the  office  of  Mayor  in  1588.  It  will,  therefore,  be  proper  to 
ascribe  the  introduction  of  the  potatoe  to  aboot  the  same  period ;  a  time 
at  which  be  was  tranquilly  HTtatginlrAnd^  jirobabff  engroaeed  fry 
•ehemeefer  thotrnproveisetttof  the  vast  extaal  af  laiid^  bad  racenill^  act 
^vlraAiatMsconatry.  Jtis  well  Im>9WB  that  ivrol^ndsofpolacoe  are  notice^ 
la  Gefarfl's  Herbal  (data  UO*])  4>ne  of  which  he  terms  the  Yirgio^ai^ 
potatoe,  and  describes  in  te^ms  strictly  applicable  to  the  potatoe  now.  in 
common  use.  It  is  said  that  Spanish  Potatoes  were  planted  in  Ireland, 
so  early  as  1565,  by  the  navigator  Hawkins,  who  brought  them  ^rom 
Hanta  Fe.  We  leave  to  statistical  writers  a  discussion  of  the-  very  probls^ 
amtical  ^aestloa,  nati>  wheiber  the  iisa  of  potatoes,  for  the  sole  food  of  ^a 
|a>pailiMai||^tfa  p^Hducfyp  to  the  jpresperity  of  a  couitry>  or  otheririse*  | 


latid  ahnex^;  te  noir  ttrtfte|^li  of  tbeeMW%  mlfciilMftMM 
t6 cIieMtli6(}ifc4f  CloyM«iM»  lh»  tfani  #f  Clnrl»k  tMM 
doncitic  puts  of  the  ooUtgMe  tiikthga  «oM  Mfiiirf,  «tt< 
vheMdasvdwtllhiirlRNM.  fortW6fii  fiirl^-Giflk  bilwm 
^Heiiitoi!  ^  hi*  fiifliflf  y  flMtty  y«ai^  b«elr« 

IVe Cfcttfcli  iif  a  spicidot  biiMkig,  ks  tke^Mt  stjfcof 
tfchitecfarre.  Hve  parts  nsed  for  iUme  w^rtMf,  or  ao  phoM  tf 
family  barial,  are  in  a  good  aCato  of  preaervaHon  j  InH  the  aatiert 
chancel  lias  bcea^  fo^  many  years,  in  e  4ec^ed  etki  Motei 
\CDndltio1i,  and  is  now  separated  from  the  hedy  «f  tkv^Mrfe  by  a 
itsM,  wttdt  rahs  ieroie  the  tfiurcAy  tad  meele  6ke  eMNM  sidei 
of  tiKe  tratisepttf.  f  hefe  are  two  std^aitites;  #Uic1i  aris  dMM 
from  the  nare  by  rows  of  pointed  arches^  resting  en  Matc 
piers. 

The  large  eastern  window  of  (herMnooe  chmitel|Pi>sit»tht 
finest  architectnnl  tetofw  of  the  ehnreh  taSAngn. .  Thelmr 
part  of  thi«  window  f$  now  built  rip,  h«t  the^oHgtel  gmM 
fyroportlons  are  appar^t.  The  lights  were  dl^ded  iTf  ibae 
mnllioDS,  aad  the  head  is  filled  with  tracery,  of  pleasing  bat  oot 
elaborate  inrolatioiis.  Placed  centrally  ia  the  upper  oontpaytmeat, 
is  the  figore  of  a  St^  Cathecine^s  wheel. 

Tlie  senthem  tinneegt  was  formerly  acfaantry^  dedicated  Is 
tHe  Blessed  Bvnonr.  In  tm  yemr  l«06y  il  was  p«ec4baas4»  «f  l^ 
mliyor  ahd  oorpdrhtlon,  by  the  EaH  of  Cesii^  ftnd  wmr  icpiini 
by  diet  nobleman^  alt  a  niortnary  chapel,  or  tc^nb-hoMe,.  ftr 
Umself  mid  family.  If  ere,  in  his  life-time,  he  erected  a  gotgeom 
napnoment;^  loeded  n(ith  ettgies  a^d  ea<tatcheons>  and  iUnstci^ 
by  inscriptions,  ee  copiffna  and  csfli^^  that  the  nmnwmmitaHy 
h9  ttnly  aaidrio  pteaeet  hemddBe  urf>g«aen]egmt  measawaef  te 
fb«ifd(A'nbdMiftMi!)y.  Thetaitein  WindiitiaeMcniedMmQt 
be  commended  j  bot  n  tedhndaiicy  ef  dMMration,  lenddftd  ftb- 
minent  by  gold  leaf  and  gaady  paiotiog,  waft  an  erfor  of  the  tiaiesi 
from  which  few  ooatly  monnments  of  Lord  Corlc*s  sera  v e  en&eij 
enmnpt  WepMsent»inanote,a.bmfaooonntoftU%nmieKii^ 
aad  are  indebtei  far  moat  of  the  pmtienlatfa  thmm  nibfded,  to  ^ 
full  descriptioB  pnUished  by  Dr«  SmMi.    The  dufA  k^  whiA  il 
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ii  placid  k  k«|4  douif  lodbdb  m4  it  oal  tpfraii^  Air  tlM 
iMpcctiMi  of  die  MaiotSjf.  ivUls  ¥y  iin|iipi>l  penateiMi** 

'  ♦  Tim  •WMttetttfai  pit»<^tlnft  i^wittlheiit  UNctiigy  c«ttp^<e<  <f 
M«MBy.Mdtke)fi8M«8mo€«falHiiBr.  lteiiriiK^[iiUlgvef«fmteBM 
b  the  eOgy  of  Sir  .Bl«hiur4  BoylfB^  lUil;..  Banwi  9#9rle.c^  Y«agM» 
Viicoiiiit  ]>ini|iMrYUfy  and  Eaii  of  Cork,  Hq  ia  .6gartfl  u^  annt«r>  lying  oa 
his  left  side,  bis  head  being  supported  by  his  left  hand.  Below  are 
represented  nine  of  his  cliiidren,  with  the  dutes  of  their  births  on  the 
pedestals.  Amoilg  nUmefou^  iitsterit>tioni0,  oif  ditffci'ent  partt  of  the 
aiMivBenty  we  copy  the  ifeUowing,  which  relate  hnmediately  to  the  lirst 
£ari  of  Cork  and  bU  ohUdses: 

**  lUehard,  Earl  of  Cork,,  mairied  two  wivasy  the  £ist  Joan,  one  of 
fbe  two  daoi^ters  and  ccrfieiresses  of  Wiiiiam  Apsiy^  £f<|»  who  died  in 
traTail  of  her  first  child,  whidi  did  not  snrvive  her.  The  second  wife  was 
Katheiine,  the  only  daughter  of  Sir  Oeoffry  Fenton,  Knt  secretary  of 
state  ill  Ireland,  by  whom  heliad  issue,  seven  sons  and  eight  daughters.'' 

On  the  H|^  side,  issaing  fran  the  aflMve  inscription,  in  the  manner 
•f  agetasiogieallabla,  are  the  IbUowing  memaiiaU; 

**  Sir  Richard  Bogrle,  Knt*  son  and  heir  apparent  of  Richard,  Eaui  of 
Cojkg  narrled  EUsabetb,  eldest  of  the  two  dwg^era  and  co-beiressea  of 
|iei^„  Lord  Clifford,  Earl  of  Cumberland,  ai|d  ba:h  issue. 

<'  Sir  Lewis  Boyle,  Knt  Lord  Boyle,  Baron  of  Bandon-Bridge,  and 
Jiord  ViM»«Bt  Boyle  of  Kinalmeaky,  second  son  of  Richard,  Earl  of 
Coik,  married  the  lady  EUaaheth^  daoghler  of  Sir  V.  Fielding,  ELnt  Lord 
Baron  of  Mewenham  Padox,  Yioooont  FleMing,  and  Earl  of  Benblgh. 
4mm  in  the  hfltlto  ^  Liscari^oK  Sepi^  Sr  d»  1642. 

^'StrRoiSt  »oyl^  Knt*  Load  Boykb  Baton  of  BioghlU,  third  son  of 
mchi^  Ea^ofC^  marvied  tbf  lady  Margaret,  donghter  of  Theo- 
phifns,  Lord  Howard  of  Walden,  Earl  of  Suffolk. 

^  Fr»xois  Boyle,  Esq.  fourth  son  of  Richard,  Earl  of  Cork,  macried 
£tobelli>  daighier  of  Shr  Robert  KUUpewy  Knt  latoviee-chaaberiain 
to  Mary,  Qneen  of  England. 

'<  Rogaf  B<qFle,oldestsooof  iHctod«JBv|b4tf.€oikj  bcim(«^scli»lwaft 
HipHMUiiUS^t^  diod  tta«ra»t  the  im  of  Qotobo«,,l61«9jnd  lies  there 
ipiomiiea^ 

**  Gaoffiry  Boyle,  third  son  of  Richard,  Earl  of  Cork,  dkdyoiiDg,  on 
M  MMk^f  Jtfhniiy,  UM,  tad  liedi  hem  hitoipbod.''t 

»4i«ali  <iMte  ahnya  huojiftiefi  arp'OeeiHieheon^thoee^tha  «nnrit4 

impaled  widi  the  aniM  of  *air  tott»»>  wW»  pnspot  diffmneea  iv 


t  QtoBn  Bdyls  wa»scckknt«ny  Awwaed  hi  tilt  Collegs^dlt  la  hdi  MHL 
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'  WfaeaLord  CdA  pttrdMsed  tlte  80|itii  int/^flflt  «».siiBily 
boml«]dafie,  it  was  eoTMaot^d  tl»ft  h«.  tiiaQld  not-  moksfc  mf 
ma^iM^  intementB^  or  iiioii«fli(Oiito> .  of  wbick  ^btre  are  set fral  in 
IhiB  chapel.  One  insmption^  viicoaiiectcd  witk  the  Be]^ki9  ia 
mmr  partly  hidden  by  a  wril>  bat  the  Uaee  still  legible  are  wevtby 
of  transcriptioDy  if  only  as  a  remarkaUe  instance  of  inldicity  ia 
arrangement.  The  epitaph  appears  to  be  designed  for  Sir  Edward 
Villers^  lord  president  of  Monster^  who  died  in  1626. 

Munster  may  curse  the  time  that  Villers  came, 

To  make  us  worse, by  leaving  such  a  name 

Of  noble  parts,  as  none  can  imitate, 
Bnt  those  whose  hearts  are  married  to  the  atate# 
Bat,  if  they  press  to  imitate  lusfame, 
Munster  may  bless  the  time  that  Villers  came. 


•  • 


In  the  flooring  of  the  north  transept  and  the  nave,  are  many 
monumental  stones,  of  considerable  antiquity.     Several  of  these 

• 

the  several  sons.  On  the  left  hand  are  the  inseriptiotts  copied  heaeatfa, 
with  the  several  coats  of  arms  of  the  earl's  daughters,  Imp^ed  with  the 
bearings  of  their  husbands : 

"  David,  Lord  Barry,  Lord  Viscount  Buttevant,  first  Earl  of  Btny" 
Inore,  married  the  lady  Alice  Boyle,  first  daughter  of  Richard,  Eari  of 
Corit. 

^*  Robert,  Lord  Bigby,  Baron  of  OeoshRI,  married  the  lady  flanli 
Boyle,  second  daughter  of  Richard,  Earl  of  Cork,  being  then  tiw  ^dow 
of  Sir  Thomas  Moore,  Knt  son  and  heir  to  Garret,  hot4  Moore,  LonI 
Viscount  of  Drogheda. 

**  Colonel  George  Goring,  son  and  heir  to  SirGeorg^Goring,  Knt  Lord 
Baron  Goiing,  ofHurst-Pierpolnt,  married  the  lady  Lettioe  Boyle,  lldrd 
daughter  of  Richard,  Earl  of  Cork* 

**  George  Fitzgerald,  Earl  of  Klldaye^  marctod  tbe  ia4y  itmBayk^ 
fbnrth  daughter  of  Richard,  Earl  of  Coik. 

**  Arthur  Jones,  Esq.  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Roger  Joncs^  Knt -ted  Vh^ 
count  Ranelagh,  married  the  lady  Katherine  Boyle,  fifth  daaglrter  «f 
Richard,  Earl  of  Coric. 

<<  Sir  Arthur  Loftns,  Knt.  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Adam  X4iftiii,Kal  tkt^- 
treasurer,  and  treasurer  at  wars,  in  Ireland,  married  thelady. Ikm^ 
Boyle,  sixth  daughter  of  Riphard,  Earl  of  Cork.. 

<^  Charles  Rich,  Esq.  second  son  of  Robert  Lord  Rich,  of  Leese,  Eari  of 
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are  enrfchcd. wMi  tmifim^ted  trotser;  and-  there  ate  tir^  vectimo 
beet  iigQfeft>  ilair  seponfeed  f rom  tke  touMto  whkhtliey  ixmnlf 
belonged. '  Tliere  are,  alao^  vome  raMiBa  of  aaHemt  mowinMiiU 
amon^  the  rutae  of 'the  elifnod. ' 

Two  rd^ioQS  honees  were  foondiBd  ia  iUis  town  ^  o&e  bebg 
placed  bear  its  northern;  and  the  othe#  uear  its  eontherh  exiredihy. 

Towards  the  north  stood  the  i>«mtatMM  Frkry^  called  lbs 
Friary  of  Si.  Mary  of  TTuuiki ;  which^was'  foonded,  aboit.  the 
year  1^08,  by  Thomas  Fitasgerald^  nicknamed  Nixppagh,  Simaeus, 
w  the  ApO'*  General  Chapters  of  the  order  wete  held  here>  ie 
the  years  1^1^  aiid  ld04.  The  founder  wae  bnrled  in  the  dmrch 
of  this  friary;  either  in  1996,  or  1^8:  Some  unimportant  remaina 
of  the  buildiogs  are  still  in  existence. 

On  the  sonth  stood  &  Monastery  for  FrUncUcani,  founded  in 
1914,  by  Maurice  Fitssgerald,  twice  lord  jiistico'  of  If  eland.  The 
cause  of  the  fooadation  is  traditioiiaUy  attribated  to  the  following 
romantic  drcamatance.-— M«mrice  was  about  to  erect  a  castle  on 
this  she/  and  the  workmen,  who'  wer6  e»|Aoyed  in  digging  the 
foundation,  begged,  on  the  eve  of  some  feitiTal,  a  piece  of  roonj^y^ 
to  be  spent  in  drinking  to  the  welfare  of  the  new  undertaking. 
He  dii^oted  bis  eldest  son  to  grant  their  request,  but  the  son, 
instead  of  so  doihg,  abused  the  workmen.    Maurice^  says  this  idle 

WarwMdc,  married  the  lady  Mary  Boyle,  sevputh  daughter  of  Richard, 

EarlofCoit*" 

In  the  upper  part  of  the  monument  is  the  effigy  of  the  Earl  of  Cork's 
mother,  Joan  Naylor,  lying  on  her  left  side,  her  arm  leaning  on  a  bible. 
At  th^  head  mH  feet  of  the  principal  statue  are  effi^^es  of  the  earl's  two 
wlTe«,  both  represented  in  ttieatHtude  of  prayer. 

«  tteaas  Vit^^tk-ald  to  said  lo  buTe  derived  Ihis  sohriqoet  from  the 
.feUowiDff  circumstance.  When  he  wai  about  nine  monlbs  old,  an.ape» 
wUch  .was  ^pt  ID  his  faUMsr's  family,  took  him  from  the  cradle,  and 
aicended  wilh  him  to  the  top  of  the  castle,  or,  according  to  some  traditions, 
of  the  friary,  of  Tralee ;  and,  after  playing  with  him  there  for  some  tfanc, 
lafely  descended,  and  restored  him  to  the  cradle.  The  Fitegeralds  of  the 
house  of  Lefaisler,  as  principal  and  immediate,  depco^dants  of  this  Thomas 
IbB  ape,  bear  moiikeys  for  their  supporters  and  crost^  in  graceful  remen^- 
brance  of  b^^rteerTation, 
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traiiltl0B>  itwfo  greatif  coneenied^  or  iiAmaM»i/  hf  taA  at 
impednneBt  to  the  good  wuhes  of  the  work-])eeple.  Hist  hedtarad 
hfctoige>  «ad  fhendeilaiiioiMilcrjr'vlMife  bo  ho4  ielttdeito  met 
a  castle !  It  b  more  certain  that  like  piooa  fetaidar  eapfciiewrt 
dhiypaiafUiMti  Id  the  eanrico  of  Kiag  Heary  f  U.  ^  and  aMtaed 
the  haUt  of  St.  FVaneb.  He  Wecl  in  thia  aioifaaierr,  oo'^ha  90lh 
of  Mayv  tt57«  and  waihism  boned. 

Tbie  was  the  earliest  foandatioa  is  Irebuid  for  the  otdtf  ef  81. 
AnuMns>  aad  sereval  pcoviacblctaiplera  of  that-orderi^ere  htldtt 
Yooghd.  The boUdiogs  wetfe  coaipletoA  bjr  Thoarat^  Ibo  second 
aoQ  of  the  foaaisr,  irbo  wae  abo  boried  wttbhi  tbeao' walb;  at 
were  eevoial  other aoUeaieo  of Cbo  hoafeoof  D^m^idL  Sotiicei 
of  the  stmctore  are  now  remadoiBig. 

Ab  afaasboBee  aod  a  free*-school  werefoonded  faenrbf  Rkbsrd, 
Earl  of  Cork.  An  abasboBea,  lor  kix  poor  widours^  ^risabo 
foooded  by  Mr.  Maarioe  Itooayve,  fhe  trade  of  YoBgbal  b  aearif 
oenliaed  to  the  coaaliay  basbieaB.  Oood  bdcha^  BodearAeafPsn 
of  a  caarae  qiiaRty,  haire  loBgbeda  mode  herOt  lAid  aont;^  noos* 
sidevableqBaatitiee,  to  Coric 

Yoagbal  is  notked  by  Saiith^  wiitmg  near  the  middle  of  tbi 
iaaCr  eentary,  as  as  eligible  place  for  the  ndtieeaMmt;  of  poams 
haTiag  oo&6aed  iooomea  $  and  it  stiii  oeatinBea  to  hold  Mk  thi 
indocement  of  a  comparatifo  cheapposs  in  profiaions.  Wtrnvf 
add,  that,  whilst  it  is  thns  faronrable  to'  economy,  it  Bheate 
forms  a  very  agreeable  place  of  residence.  Many  of  the  bosses 
are  good,  and  are  respectably  occupied.  In  the  snoiiMr  aod 
oBfanwal  moatbs,  nnmeroas  visitantSji  ibr  the  parpose  of  sea- 
bathing, impart  a  pleastBg.atr  of  (baU^Bi  aiad  aaimaiiott'to  the  tooa. 
— -The  harboar  ii  anflbsieBttiy  BpaUooe,  baanbaBat  iba  aatotaos 
deni^  itdinisslon  to  vessels  of  brge  barAen.  Tha*  livcr  INsbI- 
water  here  enters  the  ocean.  Beyond  the  harbotrr  Is  an  etfensi^ 
bay>  witk  a  fine  beacb  of  smooth  sand,  finrming  a  very  deurabfe 
ylaoe  of  eawaoise  and  aanaeaient 

Yoagbal  is  govoiMd  by  aaaayor^  bosyoaaes^  and  ooasmoasltir^ 
who  act  under  a  dmrter  granftod  by  iamea  h  H  Mris  sss 
member  to  the  imperial  parliament^  and  ghres  the  titk  of  bdrsa^  is 
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the  MA  peerage,  to  4bt  iainMy  of  Boyk,  Earl  ef  Oork  and 
Orrery. 

We  catinet  conctcide  ear  notiee  of  tliB  towB^  wtthoiitefniMr 
Cbrsery  reawrka  tm  the  charteter,  and  eiognlar  proaperitj,  of 
Richard  Boyle,  flrA  fiarl  of  C(^  Irhose  bofetly  ionb  we  Imre 
mentioned  ia  our  ilescription  of  the  C(Akgiate  charth.  This 
nobleman  was  the  aecond  son  of  Mr.  Rogw  Boyle,  who  iras 
descended  of  a 'Herefordtfaire  family^  bnt  who  lived,  in  circoin- 
stancea  of  no  great  affluence,  near  Fevertham,  in  Kvnt  The 
son  Richard  became  a  attddnt  in  the  Middle  Temple  $  bnt  '^-Andittg 
his  means  nnaUe  to snpport  him  at' the  Innsof  Coort,"  he  entered 
the  service  of  Sir  Richard  Manwood>  lord  chief  baron  of  the 
excfaeqner,  as  one  of  his  clerks.  Pereeitiag,  to  use  bis  own 
words,  ^  that  this  employment  wonld  not  raise  a  fortdne,"  he 
repaired  to  Ireland,  then  the  scene  of  ^terprize  with  many 
BngHshmen,  who  had  more  courage  nnd  talent,  than  property,  or 
prospeet  of  snecess,  in  their  native  ccnwtry*  'lie  anived  at 
Dnblitt  on  the  leSrd  of  Jnne,  1588 1  at  which  tfane  his  whole 
weakh  consisted  of  ^7.  3#.  in  moneys  two  tokens  given 
Mm  by  ids  mother,  namely,  a  diamond  ring  and  a  bracdet  of 
gold  5  his  wearing  apparel ;  and  his  rapier  and  dagger.  The 
mra  was  propitions  to  adventare,  bnt  he  qnickiy  found  that  more, 
for  his  personal  advantage,  was  to  be  done  by  politic  schemes, 
and  cool  speculation,  than  by  the  rapier  and  dagger,  in  a  country 
torn  by  faction,  and  in  which  defeat  was  invariably  fdlowed  by 
JhrJUture, 

The  manner  in  which  an  adventurer,  so  destitute  of  connex- 
ions in  Ids  own  conatry,  and  possessing  no  more  than  «£27  :  S«. 
and  Us  rapier  and  dagger,  when  he  landed  in  Ireland  3  could, 
witlMmt  a  profeasion,  amass  a  fortune  so  laige  as  that  of  the  Earl 
of  Cork,  is  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  tisses  in  which  he  flourished. 
He  has  left,  written  by  himself,  what  he  terms  his  trueremem" 
bratteei,  or  some  account  of  his  lifo,  up  to  the  year  l<m.  From 
this  account  we  find  that  he  acquired  with  his  first  wife,  who 
died  shortty  after  her  mmit^^rm estate  of ^j^SOQ jMraaaain ;  bat 
this  slander,  thoagh  enrions,  piece  of  aato^biography,  throws 
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little  light  on  themeaiw  by  which  bf  aji^iii^d  asj  oU^r  ffiii 
of  his  great  fortune.  By  certain  law-officers^  and  olBcen  of 
atate«  in  Ireland^  he  was  accused  to  Q^een  Elizabeth  of  living 
".used  the  pnrse  of  some  foreign  prince; to  SQpply  hjm  with 
money."-  3ut  this  acpusation  w«s  not  made  go^  > '^^  we  are, 
thei)pfore4  injustice,  tosuppeed  ti|at  the  suapifion  sfopc;  merely 
from  the.  very  natural  surprise^,  generally  .^.xpc^fed,  that  a  man, 
appareiit^y  without  reapurces,  should  be  euajt>l|ed  to'make  porchases 
coextensive.*  , 

After  his  triamphant  jastlfic^on  of  himself  agi^jsist ,  this 
serious  charge,  employments  of'  state,  and  tit,les  of  lionour«  fell 
thickly  npon  him.  In  161^,  he  was  cce^ted  Lord  Boyle,  Iviroa 
ofYonghall;.  and  in  1620,  Viscount  PqngfirTao,  and  £arl  of 
Cork.  His  gr^eat  estates. in  this  county  will  be  noticed  Ja  sevenl 
future  page;^.  We  have  already  adverted  to  the  namerons  fnanors 
purchased  by  him,  for  the  sum  oi£X600,'  of  the  ill-&tedSir 
Walter  Hale^h.  His  activity  in  .  the  defence  of  his  lar§^.  terri- 
tories, like  most  efforts  at  individual  benefit,  assuredly  jffoved  o( 
service  to  the  public  cause.  The  improvements  he  effected^  at 
his  different  towns,  would  have  been  equally  valuable  in  then* 
selves,  and  useful  as  examples,  if  they  had  not  been  made  in  a 
spirit  of  intolerance,  as  regarded  religious  opinions,  that  was 
discreditable  to  him  as  a  man,  and  wa9  chiefly  calculated  to  foment 
fresh  wars  and  new  forfeitures*  For  a  part  of  the  success  with 
which  he  maintained  his  great  power,  and  acquired,  indeed,  a 
continuous  augmentation  of  political  and  personal  conseqnenoe,  he 
was  indebted  to  a  circumstance  that  would  have  oppressed  him, 
if  confined  to  the  humble  sphere  of  life  in  which  he  commefioed- 
hia career; — that  of  haviuK  a  numerous  family.  His  sona  were 
chiefly  of  a  martial  character,  well  suited  to  the  temper  pf  the 
times  5  and  we  have  seen^  from  his  monumental  inscripttonjf,  Unt 
his  daughters  strengthened  the.  roots  of  his  prosperity,  by  mar* 

.«  In  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  I/ord  Cork  ttates,  that,  prior  to 

*  ■ 

the  braakin^  out  of  the  rebellion  in  1641 » bis  revenne  '^  besides  hit  honieti 
daaiMnoii  parkt,  and  otber  royUtlei,*'  yielded  him  £50  a  day  i^nt. 
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fffimg  kiU  mMm  and  p*#erfiil  h0«4»84  His  fifth  400;  Robert 
Bo]4b>  18  the  f avomifce  of  posterity)  as  au  experimental  pfailo* 
sopher  of  the  highest  class  j  '  and  maoy  descendants  of  this 
1'  great  earl' '  have  reiiMsted  lostre  on  the  peeri^* 
*  The  £arl  of  Cork  had  fonnerljf  an  extensive  park^  in  tb# 
pansh  of  Aiiiagh^  at  the  distance  oi  about  three  niiles  from 
Yoaghal ;  bat  the  land  was  dis^rked  nearly  a  oeAtury  ago.  The 
jMsncipal  proprietors  in  this  neighbonrhbod^'  at  the  present  tioie^. 
Are  the  Dake  of  Devonshire,  ivho  enjoys  a  great  part  of  thia 
tonestsrle  $  the  Earl  of  Shannoii;  and  Lord  Ponsonby* 


': )  At  KiLi^BioB,*  a  small  Tillage,  distant  foDr"  miles  fpod» 
Yoogbsl,  towards  the  north-west^  an  abbey  was  foahded  by  St. 
Abbwi^  who  died  A.  D.  650.  Little  b  known  concerning  this 
history  of  this  instttdtion,  bat  we  are  told  that  the  first  afbbesa; 
appointed  by  the  foonder,  was  '^  the  holy  virgin,"  St.  Conchenna. 
In  'the  oeighbooihood  of  this  village  is  M&uni-'UniaGke,  the  seat 
of  the  elder  branch  of  the  Uniacke  family.  Several  other  mem* 
hen  of  this  respectable  family  have^  likewise,  seats  in  this  part 
tfthe  conaty. 

(  CASTLUCAaTYB  is  a  neat  and  very  agreeable  town,  or  rather 
TiUage,  sitnated  on  the  road  between  Cork  and  Yongbal,  at  the' 
distance  of  rather  more  than  eight  miles  from  the  latter.  The  name 
of  this  place  was  formerly  Balfymartifr,  and  it  is  said  to  hav» 
been  also  called  Lepers' "town,  from  an  hospital  in  its  vicinity  for 
persons  afflicted  with  leprosy,  a  disease  once  dreadfally  prevalent 
in  most  parts  of  Monster.  The  Fitzgeralds,  seneschals  of 
Iaokiliy,t  were  seated  for  many  ages  at  this  town.   It  afterwards 

*  It  may  be  scarcely  worthy  of  notice,  but  still  may  be  mentioned, 
that  the  precocious  scholar,  and  pleasing  poet,  Dermody,  was  placed  for 
turo  years'  in  this  vinage,  under  the  care  and  tuition  of  the  Rev.  Hofb 
Boyd.  The  residence  of  genius  imparts  so  powerful  a  charm  to  a  rural 
neighbourhood,  that  a  recollection  of  this  circumstance  may  cliance  to  call 
np  some  grateful  associations,  in  the  mind  of  the  traveller  or  visiter. 

t  James,  Earl  of  Desmond,  was  constituted,  for  life,  in  the  year  1420, 
seneMhal  of  the  baronies  of  Imokilly  and  Inchiqnini  and  the  town  of 
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liecaiM  the  property  Md  rMMeiiceoT  a  jwfiidir  bnmdi  of  ^  cpao* 
bled  family  of  Boyle^  ki  vrhiab  it  4ft  sjtill 'vested.  Many  ports  of 
tiietown  and  estate  afford  memoriaU  df  the  dtttiogushed  Roger, 
Jxird  Broghill,  first  Eari  of  Orrery.  In  the  year  l6(>3,  thetevo 
was  iacorporated,  throogh  the  iotereet  of  that  Boblenaa,  who 
erected  it  into  a  borough,  mith  the  Dominatiaa  of  flie  chief  ma- 
gktrate,  recorder,  town-derk,  clerk  of  thenadcet,  «Dd  irtkr 
officers,  to  him  ei^d  his  heirs  for  ever,  together  with  the  pririkio 
of  sendiag  two  members  to  the  Zrishpariiament.  He^  also,  iMUiiM 
almslMiMes  for  six  poor  jnoti  and  She  same  number  of  wvaea. 
There  is  a  charter-school,  built  iu  1748,  on  groeod  gtreo  for 
that-porpese  by  the^ight  Hon.  Henry  Boyk,  lAerwards  Estl  ef 
6kaanoB«  This  place  has  not  retamed  members  ^to  psrliassst 
since  the  Uaioa.  It  g^ves  the  title  of  baron,  in  Ihe  peenfe  of 
Irekod,  to  the  family  of  Boyle,  'Earl  of  Shailnoo. 

AUhOQf^  provision  «m  made  by  the  Earl  of  Orfwsy  ier  the 
eontiimons  exercise  of  corporate  franchises,  Castkamstjr  lus 
never  risen  soperior  to  the  cliaraeter  of  a  village;  bat^  hi ths 
aStractions^proceediDg  from  a  neat  preservation  of  bniUiags,  sad 
general  respectability  of  character,  it  is  not  exo00ded  by  any 
viUagej  or  rural  town,  ia  the  province  of  Mnnster. 

In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  villiffe,  but  eeveeaed  Iron 
it  by  thick  plantations,  is  thefine  demesne  of  the  Sari  of  iNnQpso. 
The  baildings  on  this  noUe  territory  consist  of  some  vestigm  sf 
the  anient  castle,  and  a  eonttgaons  Isrge  bat  irregalar  faaisiosi 
baMt  at  different  times,  and  evincing  little  beauty  on  the  exteiior. 
The  remaios  of  the  castle  are  now  completely  enveloped  is 
ivy,  and  other  foliage.  Tins  atrocture  was  fonadsd  by  tbs 
de  Carews,  and  afterwards  constitnted,  as  we  have  obssrv«( 
above,  tlie  fortified  dweliiog  of  the  Fit2;geralds,  senesdvils  ^ 
lawkiUy.  The  modem  mweion  was  partly  eroGts4  by  tlie  to 
Lora  Orrery,  bat  waa  grsatly  enlarged  in  the  fluddte  ^-eam  of  iks 

Yoacbal,  by  tbe  Earl  of  Oraumi^  lord  lieMtenaat  of  Ireland*   A  brmck 
of  the  iHageralds^  Mated  at  Castfemartyr,  aacceadTely  amamed  Ihe  ItUe 
of  ieaoiclia),oB  tho  aothoriiy  of  this  great  to  the  fisrl  of  Dumm^ 
Smith,  vot  L  p.  125,  4c« 
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eigliteenth  century,  by  the  right  hon.  Henry  Boyle,  speaker  of 
the  Irish  house  of  commons,  created,  in  1756,  Earl  of  Shannon, 
Viscount  Boyle,  of  Bandon,  and  Baron  CMtlemartyr. 

The  history  of  this  castle  and  mansion  implicates  many  cir- 
camstances,  far  from  being  devoid  of  interest.  We  pass  over  the 
torbulent  events  connected  with  the  times  of  the  Fitzgeralds } 
but  the  attention  is  unavoidably  arrested,  when  we  view  this  as 
the  occasional  residence,  and  last  retirement  of  the  first  Earl  of 
Orrery.  Tlie  name  of  this  nobleman  appears  so  frequently  in  our 
work,  that  we  need  scarcelv  remind  the  reader  he  was  third  son 
of  Richard  Boyle,  the  first  Earl  of  Cork.  As  Lord  BroghtU,  and 
acting  under  the  advice  and  excitement  of  his  crafty  and  grasping 
/ather,  we  see  him  displaying  martial  qualities  of  a  brilliant  cha- 
racter, sullied  by  a  severity,  capable  of  no  other  palliation  than 
that  of  being  the  common  vice  of  the  age  in  which  he  bore 
command.  We  know  not  whether  the  great  prevalence  of  dis- 
simulation, among  the  public  men  of  that  factious  period,  may  be 
named  as  a  sufficient  apology  for  the  ado(>tion  of  many  crooked 
measures  in  the  prosiecution  of  his  undertakings.  A  spirit  of 
religieus  proscription  had  been  exercised  by  the  father,  probably 
from  motives  of  worldly  policy:  it  was  as  a  profitable  mantle,  wliich 
the. son  caught,  and  he  throve  by  it. 

Variety  is  the  excellence  of  Lord  Orrery's  biography,  as 
regards  the  consideration  of  it  in  a  literary  point  of  view. 
Ameliorating  in  character  with  the  times,  we  behold  him,  in 
the  decKning  years  of  life,  engaged  in  poetical  and  dramatic 
composition,  to  assuage,  here  by  his  blazing  heairth  at  Castle- 
martyr,  the  pains  of  goat  and  other  gathering  diseases.  His 
metrical  tragedies  of  "  the  Black  Prince,"  and  "  Henry  V.," 
were  ronch  praised  at  the  time  of  their  appearance,  but  have  long 
sincelost  their  celebrity.  The  unfinished  romance  of  ''  Parthe- 
nissa"  was,  at  least,  an  inoffensive  employment  for  the  soldier 
divested  by  age  of  his  once  appalling  ferocity.  His  time,  in  the 
last  years  of  his  life,  was  chiefly  devoted  to  literary  composition, 
at  this  place  or  at  Charleville  ;  and  he  died  here,  on  the  16tli  of 
October,  1679,  in  the  B9th  year  of  his  age. 
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Lord  Orrery  was  succeeded  at  Castlemartyr  by  his  second  son^ 
the  hon.  Henry  Boyle,  whose  son,  captain  Henry  Boyle,  was 
besieged  at  this  place  by  a  force  under  general  Mac  Garty,  in 
February,  1688.  The  enemy  were  provided  with  two  field- 
pieces  5  and  captain  Boyle,  although  he  had  collected  140  gentle- 
men and  servants  for  his  defence,  was  induced  to  surrender  the 
castle,  on  the  general's  promise  that  neither  person  nor  estate 
should  suffer  injury.  In  violation  of  this  contract,  the  house  was 
plundered,  and  the  castle  dismantled.  Henry,  the  son  of  captain 
Boyle,  was  a  statesman  of  much  activity  and  distinction,  and,  as 
we  have  already  observed,  was  created  Earl  of  Shannon  in  1756. 
To  this  nobleman  the  house  and  grounds  are  indebted  for  the  prin- 
dpal  features,  in  their  present  modes  of  disposal.  The  mansion, 
although  irregular  and  destitute  of  external  ornament,  posaeases 
several  spacious  and  fine  apartments.  The  drawing-room  is,  ui 
dimensions,  a  double  cube  of  ^5  feet,  being  50  long,  85  broad, 
and  95  high.  The  dining-room  is  32  feet  in  length,  by  89  in  width. 

The  attached  grounds  are  very  extensive.*  They  present  no 
bold  or  grand  scenery,  but  abound  in  comlnnations  of  beauty  more 
generally  attractive.  The  surface  is  agreeably  diversified  by 
gentle  undulations,  and  the  whole  demesne  is  particularly  tidk  in 
wood,  often  of  a  noble  growth.  A  canal,  of  great  extent,  formed 
by  the  first  Earl  of  Shannon,  encompasses  the  principal  parts  of 
the  grounds,  and  spreads,  in  some  places,  to  a  width  emnlatSBg 
the  character  of  a  lake,  whilst  in  others  it  glides  throogh  mmtff 
of  wood,  in  graceful  meanders.  On  the  banks  of  the  canal,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  mansion,  is  a  considerable  length  of  gravelled 
walk,  edged  with  plantations  ;  and  many  other  walks  and  rides, 

*  Mr.  TowDMnd  itates  '^  the  whole  of  the  grouads  in  hU  lordihipH 
haadi  to  amoaot  to  1200  acres,  a  demesne  of  immeose  vaiaot  whea  U  is  €«■• 
sidered  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  it  is  rich  arable,  meadow,  or  pasture, 
and  that  all  which  is  not*  bears  a  crop  of  almost  incalculable  worth  in  this 
country  at  present,  timber.  Of  the  demesne,  properly  so  called^  aad 
consisting  of  800  acres,  60  to  80  are  generally  under  tUlage,  80  to  100 
under  meadow,  900  in  wood,  water,  and  pleasure  grounds,  aad  cb» 
remainder  In  pasture."    Agricaltural  Survey,  vol.  |i.  p.  104« 
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of  the  same  descriptioD*  lead  through  different  parts  of  the 
demesne.  The  whole  ol  the  pleasore-ground  is  highly  dressed, 
and  preserved  with  extreme  care.  On  the  north  side  of  the 
town  is  the  Deer-park,  consisting  of  abont  400  acres,  well 
stocked  with  red  and  fallow  deer.  Some  points  of  scenery  in 
this  fine  park  are  more  bold  and  romantic  than  any  presented  in 
the  heme-grovndsj  and  it  is  enridied  by  much  wood,  of  Inxnriant 
beavty.  The  gardens  are  on  an  extensive  scale ;  and  in  these* 
and  the  spacioas  conservatories,  are  many  rare  and  estimable 
pknts  and  flowers. 

MiDUBTON  is  situated  midwf^  between  Cork  and  Yooghal. 
This  town  consists  of  one  long  street,  which  extends  from  north 
to  sonth,  and  terminates,  in  both  directions,  with  a  bridge.  The 
domestic  buildings  are  in  generd  good,  and  the  town  wears  an 
inviting  air  of  neatness  and  respectability.  The  antient  name  of 
tUs  place  was  CaUre^ni^okora  ,•  the  Castle  of  the  Ford.  An  abbey 
was  fooaded  here,  under  the  name  of  the  ^ibey  o/SU.  Mary  of 
Ciate,  in  the  year  1160,  either  by  the  Fitzgeralds  or  Barrys. 
Independent  of  this  foundation,  the  town  appears  to  have  attracted 
little  notice,  until  Sir  St.  John  Brodridc,  who  had  entered  Ireland 
in  the  sanguinary  year  1641,  fixed  hie  seat  here.  It  is  recorded 
by  Lodge,  that,  in  1670,  **  the  castles,  towns,  and  lands  of  Castle- 
redmond,Corrabby,  and  divers  others  in  the  baronies  of  Barrymore, 
Fennoy,  and  Orrery,  were  erected  into  the  manor  of  Midleton,*' 
and  granted  to  Sir  St.  J.  Brodrick, "  with  power  to  set  apart  800 
acres  for  demesne,  and  to  impark  800  more."  Castle-redmond 
and  Corrabby  were,  at  the  same  time,  made  a  free  borough  and 
corporation,  under  the  name  of  Midleton,  the  privileges  of  which 
were  to  extend  over  100  acres,  lying  every  way  ronad  the  middle 
of  the  town.  The  church,  and  mnch  the  greater  part  of  the  town , 
were  rebuilt,  abont  the  time  of  this  grant,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Brodrick  family. 

The  Church  is  a  neat  and  commodious  building.  In  the  attached 
fa«Hal-yard  is  a  place  of  sepulture  belonging  to  a  branch  of  the 
Brodrick  family. 
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Here  is  a  free-school  >  once  of  some  eminence,  founded  and 
endowed  9  in  1709,  by  Lady  Elizabeth  Villiers,  who  was  maid  of 
honour  to  Queen  Mary,  when  Princess  of  Orange,  and  was  after* 
wards  married  to  Lord  George  Hamilton,  created  Earl  of  Orkney. 
The  buildings*  were  erected  by  this  lady,  at  a  considerable  expense. 
The  master  has  a  salary  of  gSiOOper  annum;  and,  according  to 
the  terms  of  foundation,  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  is  to  be  anandly 
distributed,  io  exhibitions  to  scholars  of  this  house,  entered  at 
Trinity  College,  Dublin.  At  this  school  John  Philpot  Curran 
passed  some  time  5  and  here,  to  use  his  own  language,  '*  his  young 
capacity  received  the  first  stimulus  of  effective  advancement,  to 
which  he  was  iodebted  for  all  his  better  fortune  in  life." 

The  Market-house  is  a  useful  and  substantial  fabric,  and  the 
markets  are  well  supplied  with  provisions.  An  Infirmary  and 
Dispensary,  on  a  liberal  scale,  and  judiciously  conducted,  are 
recent  institutions  highly  creditable  to  the  humanity,  and  good 
sense  of  the  inhabitants.  The  town  is  governed,  under  its  charter 
of  incorporation  above  noticed,  by  a  sovereign  and  two  baiUffs. 

Midleton  gives  the  title  of  Viscount,  in  the  Irish  peerage,  to 
George  Brodrick,  descended  from  Sir  St.  John  Bri>drick,  whose 
successful  entry  into  Ireland  during  the  troubles  of  1641,  has  been 
already  mentioned*  His  lordship's  ancestor  was  created  Baroa 
Brodrick,  of  Midleton,  in  1715,  and  Viscount  Midleton  in  1717« 

The  town  of  Midleton  is  the  property  of  the  nobleman  to  whom 
it  affords  a  title.  Lord  Midleton  has  an  old  family  residence, 
about  one  mile  distant  from  the  town,  which  is  now  occupied  by 
his  agent.  Amongst  several  other  haodsome  seats  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood,  must  be  mentioned  Midleton  Lodge,  the  residence  of 
Marcus  Lynch,  Esq. ;  the  demesne  belonging  to  which  is  well- 
planted,  and  greatly  ornamental  to  the  borders  of  the  town. 
Ballyedicond,  the  elegant  modern  villa  of  Robert  Courtenay,  Esq. 
is  situated  on  high  ground,  commanding  extensive  and  i>eautifQl 
views,  at  the  distance  of  one  mile  from  Midleton,  towards  the  north. 
The  stream  called  the  Midleton  river  winds  through  a  romantic 
glen  near  this  well-placed  seat  ^  and  the  demesne  is  finely  orna- 
mented with  wood  and  thriving  plantations. 
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Oa  the  banks  of  tbe  rirer  Brkle>  which  runs  to  the  north  of 
the  two  last^noticed  towns^  are  the  ruins  of  several  castles^  that 
b^onged  to  the  Desmond  family.  At  Mookaly,  on  that  small 
river  J  the  Earls  of  Desmond  had  a  principal  seat.  Here  Thomas, 
usually  called  the  **  Great  £iirl  of  Desmond,"  chiefly  resided.* 

The  small  village  termed  Watbrqrass  Hill,  distant  eight 
miles  from  Cork,  on  tlie  road  to  Fermoy,  is  thought  to  stand  upon 
the  highest  cultivated  ground  in  Ireland.  The  ascent  from  Cork 
is,  however,  so  gradual,  that  the  traveller  is  by  no  means  aware 
of  the  great  altitude  he  has  attained,  until  be  deliberately  views 
the  nearest  mountains,  and  compares  their  degrees  of  elevation 
with  that  of  the  eminence  on  which  he  is  placed.  The  prospects 
from  this  lofty  hill  are  equally  comprehensive  and  grand. f 

*  An  anecdote,  related  by  Smith,  coucerniug  tliis  Earl  and  his  castle 
of  .Mogealy,  forcibly  illustrates  the  rude,  but  hospitable,  character  of 
the  times  in  uhich  the  building  was  at  its  zeuith  of  prosperity.    The 
steward  of  the  **  great  Earl/*    without  consulting    his  lord,    invited 
numerous  chiefs  of  Munster,  witli  their  followers,  to  spend  a  month  at 
this  castle.    Crowds,  accordingly,  flocked  in,  to  the  surprise  of  the  Earl, 
and,  also,  to  his  chagrin,  as  he  was  not  provided  with  viands  for  the 
entertainment  of  so  large  a  party  for  many  days.    The  steward,  mean- 
time, absented  himself;  and  the  Earl,  finding  that  his  provisions  were 
nearly  exliausted,  resolved  to  save  his  credit  at  the  expense  of  his  castle. 
He  led  his  company  to  a  hunting  match,  at  some  distance  from  home,  and 
ordered  a  trusty  servant  to  set  fire  to  the  castle,  and  afterwards  to  say 
that  it  was  burnt  by  accident  1    Throughout  the  morning  of  the  hnnt  he 
cast  many  a  look  towards  Mogealy,  under  the  earnest  hope  of  seeing 
flames  burst  from  his  paternal  towers.    But  no  such  conflagration  was 
displayed ;  and  it  eventually  appeared  that  the  steward  had  returned, 
jnst  in  time  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  building,    and  had  brought 
vrith  him  a  large  prty  of  corn  and  cattle,  sufficient  to  subsist  the  ^*  great 
Earl"  and  his  friends,  for  a  longer  time  than  it  was  intended  their  revelry 
should  last. 

t  Mr.  Townseud  remarks  that  ^  a  singular  visual  deception  attends 
this  prospect.  To  the  traveller  who  has  so  lately  quitted  the  level  of  the 
sea  at  Cork,  and  imperceptibly  gained  an  unsuspected  elevation,  the 
flats  about  Fermoy  appear  vastly  lower  than  those  he  has  just  left  behind. 
He  finds  it  difficult  to  conceive  even  an  equality  of  horizontal  level,  and 
feels  prepared  to  pronounce  a  decided  opinion  upon  the  much  greater 
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Ratb<)^rbcuck^  OB  the  same  road,  is  a  neat  and  pleasing 
tillage.  The  street  is  of  a  desirable  width,  and  many  of  the 
hooses  are  agreeably  ornamented  in  a  rural  taste.  This  place  is 
seated  on  the  river  Bride,  which  is  here  crossed  by  a  stone 
bridge,  commenced  in  the  year  1734.  This  town  was  for  many 
ages  the  property  and  seat  of  a  branch  of  the  Barry  family.  By 
Redmond  Barry,  Esq.  who  died  in  1750,  the  estate,  comprisittg 
manorial  rights  over  10,000  acres,  was  sold  to  the  family  of 
Tonson.  Before  the  union  this  was  a  boroogfa,  sending  two 
members  to  the  Irish  parliament.  M^lliam  Tonson,  Esq.  patron 
of  this  borough,  and  one  of  its  representatiTes  in  parliament,  was 
created  Baron  Riversdale,  of  Ratkeormuck,  in  1783. 

The  Church  is  a  respectable  building,  in  the  pointed  style, 
gratefully  shaded  by  trees,  and  enlarged  by  the  late  Lord  Riyers- 
dale,  who  added  to  it  a  chapel  and  gallery,  for  the  use  of  his 
lordship's  family.  In  this  Church  are  buried  the  Barrys  of  Bally- 
clongh  (the  house  of  Mac  Roberts)  and  those  of  the  extinct  line 
of  Lisneg^r.  In  the  churchyard  is  a  monnment  to  Redmond 
Barry y  of  Rathcormuck,  Esq.  who  sold  this  estate  to  the 
Tonsons.  He  died  Sept.  5th,  1750,  aged  63.  Here,  also,  is 
interred  his  sister,  Mrs.  Mary  Barry,  who  survived  him  a  few 
days  only,  and  died  on  Sept.  25th,  1750,  aged  64.  There  are, 
likewise,  inscriptions  to  Richard  Barry,  of  Rathcormack,  died 
1770,  aged  55;  and  James  Barry,  of  Corroghpeneyne,  chi^of 
the  sept  of  Mac  Roberts,  died  29nd  January,  1744,  aged  65. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Chapel  is  a  spacious  building  of  stone, 
having  a  square  tower  at  one  end.  This  chapel  was  erected  in 
1818. 

At  a  short  distance  from  the  town  is  Lisneoab,  the  hiadsoae 

depression  of  the  northern  vale.  A  little  reflection,  however,  convinces 
him  that  the  contrary  is  the  true  fact,  and  that  he  has  been  deceived  by 
the  gradaality  of  ascent  on  one  side,  and  the  saddenness  of  the  fall  on 
the  other.  Fermoy  stands  high  above  the  level  of  Corii,  and  from 
Mitchelstown,  situate  nearly  In  the  same  plane  with  the  former,  there  is 
a  regular  descent  to  the  city  of  Waterford,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
islimd."    Agri.  Survey  of  Cork,  vol.  ii.  pp.  45-6. 
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seat  of  the  eDDobled  family  of  ToDson.  It  may  be  noticed^  to 
the  credit  of  this  part  of  the  county^  that  the  hoD.  and  rev. 
Charles  Ladlow  Toason,  of  Lisnegar,  has  the  reputation  of  being 
one  of  the  best  Irish  antiquaries  and  topographers  of  the  present 
time. 

Castle  Lyons^  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Bride^ 
at  the  distance  of  two  miles  and  one  quarter  from  Rathcormuck^ 
is  a  small  market  town>  formerly  of  some  celebrity.*  This  town, 
and  a  large  contiguous  tract  of  country,  were  possessed,  at  an 
early  period^  by  the  sept  of  O'Cullane,  or  Collins,  and  were 
granted,  under  the  name  of  O'Lethan  (pronounced  O^Lehan)  by 
Robert  Fitzstephens  to  his  nephew,  Philip  de  Barry.  In  this 
place  the  de  Barrys  had  a  castle,  and  here  John  de  Barry  founded 
a  monastery,  in  the  year  1307.  This  religious  house  appears  to 
have  been  for  Dominican  friars,  and  was  dedicated  to  the  Virgin 
Mary,  Considerable  parts  of  the  buildings  are  still  remaining. 
After  the  dissolution  of  monasteries,  the  possessions  of  the  Do* 
minicans  at  this  place  were  granted  to  Richard,  first  Earl  of 
Cork,  who  bequeathed  them  to  Alice,  his  eldest  daughter, 
married  to  David,  first  Earl  of  Barrymore.  With  an  affected 
contempt  for  the  value  of  this  bequest,  perhaps  most  likely  to 
occur  in  a  man  with  whom  great  wealth  was  not  hereditary,  the 
Earl  of  Cork  specifies  in  his  will  ^'  that  he  bequeaths  the  rents 
and  profits  of  this  house  to  his  daughter  Barrymore,  to  buy  her 
gloves  and  pins ," 

*  Smith,  Seward,  and  some  other  writers,  derive  the  name  of  this 
place  from  the  **  Oljehans,  an  antient  Irish  sept  that  possessed  it,  and 
who  gave  their  name  to  a  great  part  of  the  coontry."  Bat  such  a  deri- 
vation cannot  be  deemed  satisfactory,  as  tiie  antient  possessors  were, 
more  properly,  the  sept  of  O'Cnllane,  or  Colfins.  OUihan  (pronounced 
0*LehaD)  is  the  name  used  in  the  grant  from  Fitzstephens  of  this  barony 
to  the  de  Barrys ;  bat  the  word  Leathan  (having  various  significations  in 
the  Irish,  all  relating  to  qualities,  as  hroadf  ttrong,  &c.)  was  probably 
applied  to  the  individual  chief  of  the  sept  of  O'CaUane,  or  to  the  character 
of  the  territory,  rather  than  meant  to  signify  the  appellation  ef  a  sept 
generally.    Montmorency  MSS. 
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It  is  beliered  that  a  monastery  for  Carmelites^  or  White  Pmft, 
was^  likewise,  founded  here  by  the  family  of  de  Barry. 

On  the  confines  of  the  town  the  Earls  of  Barrymore  had  a 
'^  strong  and  stately  house/*  bnilt  on  the  foundation  of  what 
Smith  terms  "  the  0*Lehan  Castle/'  but  which  may  be,  more 
properly,  considered  as  a  casUe  erected  by  the  de  Barrys,  and 
probably  soon  after  their  obtaining  a  grant  of  this  territory  from 
Fitzstephens.*  This  house  was  burnt  to  the  ground,  through 
the  negligeuce  of  workmen  employed  in  repairing  the  roof,  about 
the  year  1771,  and  has  not  been  rebuilt.  It  is  described  by  con- 
temporary writers,  as  a  large  square  building,  with  a  court  in  the 
centre.  On  one  side  of  the  square  was  a  spacious  hall,  and  on  the 
north  side  a  gallery,  90  feet  long,  which,  however,  liad  not  been 
completed.  It  contained  some  family  pictures,  including  originab 
of  the  first  Earl  of  Cork  and  his  second  lady. 

Amongst  the  monnmental  inscriptions  in  the  cemetery  of  this 
place,  is  tiiat  of  the  Rev,  Thadeus  O'Brien,  many  years  parish 
priest  of  Castle- Lj'ons  and  Rathcormuck,  who  died  on  the  90th 
of  Sept.  1747,  aged  76.  We  are  induced  to  notice  this  funerBl- 
H>emorial,  as  Dr.  O'Brien  was  a  writer  of  some  distinction,  or 
polemic  subjects,  and  is  mentioned  as  such  (under  the  name 
of  Timothy  O'Brien)  iu  Ware's  Writers.  ■  In  that  work  are 
many  particulars   concerning  Dr.    O'Brien,    who  had  formerly 

*  Dr.  Smith  asserts,  tliat,  ''  in  throwing  down  some  oi  the  old  walb 
of  Ca8tle-Lehan,  a  chimney  piece  was  discovered,  witli  this  inscription : 
Lehan  O'Cullane  Hoc  Fecit.  MCIIII  ;"  which  he  adduces  as  an 
instance  of  stone  buildings  being  of  much  earlier  use  In  Ireland,  than  is 
generally  supposed.  But  the  informants  of  that  writer  were,  certainly, 
either  under  mistake  or  guilty  of  imposture.  The  letter  h  Is  unknown  ia 
the  Irish  alphabet ;  and  we  have  tlie  authority  of  all  contemporary  his- 
toriansy  native  Irish  and  Anglo-Norman^  for  believing  that,  at  the  period 
of  the  Strongbonian  invasion,  not  even  the  ruling  tribes  of  Mac  Cartfay, 
O'Snllevan  More,  &c.  dwelt  in  towers,  or  fortresses  of  stone.  It  is, 
surely,  then,  not  credible  that  the  petty  and  dependent  sept  of  O'Collane 
should  Inhabit  such  buildings  7  In  all  probability  this  castle  was  erected 
by  Philip  de  Barry,  about  tiie  year  1204,  nearly  at  which  time  he  also 
built  the  castle  of  Barry 's-court.    Montmorency  MSS. 
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*'  governed    laudably »    for    nine  years^   the   Irish  college    of 
Tholonae." 

The  town  of  Fermoy,  sitvated  on  the  river  Blackwater,  at 
the  distance  of  113  miles  from  Dnblin  and  14  from  Cork^ 
affords  the  most  striking  iostance^  to  be  seen  in  Ireland^  of  the 
local  improvement^  and  public  benefit,  to  be  derived  from  the 
enterprising  spirit  of  an  individual,  when  guided  in  its  operations 
by  correctness  of  judgment,  and  rendered  valuable  by  perseverance. 
Thirty  years  ago  Pemioy  was  a  small  village,  composed  solely  of 
wretched  cabins  -,  nor  is  it  on  record  that  buildings  of  a  superior 
character  were  ever  erected  here,  in  antient  times,  with  the 
exception  of  those  appertaining  to  a  monastic  foundation.  Whilst 
thus  humble,  it  gave  the  title  of  viscount,  in  the  Irish  peerage, 
to  the  Anglo-Norman  family  of  Roach^  or  Roche^  now  extinct,  or 
so  entirely  fallen  to  decay  that  the  chief  of  the  house  is  unknown. 
An  abbey  for  Cistertian  monks,  under  the  invocation  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  was  founded  at  this  place,  in  the  thirteenth  century.  This 
is  called,  by  Alemande,  VAhhaye  de  Chasteau  Dieu,  The 
families  of  Roche,  Condon,  and  Fitzmaurice  appear  to  have 
been  the  principal  benefiactors.  The  abbey-church  was  used, 
after  the  suppression,  as  a  place  of  public  worship  in  the  establish- 
ment, but  no  vestige  of  the  monastic  building  is  at  this  time 
remaining.* 

Fermoy,  now  one  of  the  best  inland  towns  of  Ireland,  owes  its 
present  improved  appearance  to  the  li^  Mr.  John  Anderson, 
a  native  of  Scotland,  who  formerly  resided,  as  a  merchant,  at 
Cork.  Previous  to  his  undertakings  at  Fermoy,  Mr.  Anderson 
had  distinguished  himself  for  enterprize  and  public  spirit.  To  him 
is  Mnnster  indebted  for  the  improvement  of  its  roads,  and  for  the 
establishment  of  mail  and  day  coaches,  on  various  lines  between 
this  province  and  Dublin.     In  the  year  1789,  and  in  conjunction 

*  Some  part  of  the  monastery  walk  was  standing  within  the  last  thirty 
yean,  on  the  site  of  Abbey-street.    The  materials  of  the  abbey  and  its  . 
ehnrch,  together  with  the  tomb-stones  of  the  cemetery,  were  used  by  the 
masons,  for  the  principal  inn,  and  some  other  domestic  buildings  of  the 
new  towii. 
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witb  Mtesra.  O'Donogfaoe  and  Fortesooe,  merchants  of  Cork^  lie 
contracted  with. government  for  the  introduction  of  mail-coadies, 
on  the  English  plan  5  and  the  first  coaches  started  from  Cork  and 
IXublin  on  the  5th  of  April,  in  the  same  year.  The  activity, 
indeed,  with  which  Mr.  Anderson  carried  his  plans  into  execntioo, 
forms  a  conspicuons  and  memorable  feature  of  his  character. 

The  esti^of  Fermoy  was  purchased,  by  this  gentleman,  from 
one  of  the  co-heiresses  of  the  Forward  family.  Its  subsequent 
improvement  demands  circumstantial  notice^  in  a  work  on  Irish 
topography  j  and  we  profit  by  sources  of  original  information,  on 
which  we  can  place  implicit  reliance. — When  Locd  Carhan^ton 
visited  the  south  of  Ireland,  in  1797^  for  the  purpose  of  selectiag 
proper  situations  for  encampments  at  that  important  juncture,  he 
first  chose  a  piece  of  ground  on  the  Funcheon  river,  near  Kilworthj 
but  so  extravagant  a  price  was  demanded  for  it  by  the  proprietor, 
that  the  treaty  was  abruptly  broken  off.  Mr.  Anderson  then 
proposed  a  plot  of  ground  on  his  newly-purchased  estate  of 
Fermoy;  and,  on  being  questioned  as  to  the  price,  promptly 
replied  that  it  was  at  the  service  of  government,  without  par- 
chase.  On  examination  the  ground  was  highly  approved,  and  the 
troops  were  encamped  npon  it.* 

On  the  approach  of  winter,  Mr.  Anderson  eontracted  to 
provide  temporary  barracks,  for  a  certain  number  of  military; 
for  which  purpose  he  hastily  built  a  range  of  houses,  forming  the 
south  side  of  King-street.  The  town  now  began  to  increase,  on 
the  southern  side  of  the  river ;  and,  in  1801,  a  serioos  aug- 
mentatiott  commenced  on  the  north  side,  in  consequence  of  the 
ftnradation  of  permanent  barracks.  The  east  barrack  was  began 
in  that  year.  The  west  barrack  was  not  commenced  until  sobk 
years  after  $  and  the  royal  hospital,  which  building  lies  to  the 
north  of  the  barracks,  and  is  equidistant  from  both,  was  sot 
completed  until  about  the  year  1815. 

TI1US,  the  early  prosperity  of  the  new  town  of  Fermoy  was 

*  The  spot  of  encampment  was  a  hill,  of  small  elevatioB,  between  the 
new  and  old  Castle-Lyom  roads.  It  is  now  finely-cfothed  with  well- 
gron^  trees,  ehieily  larch  and  Seoteh  fir. 
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dependoDt  on  niHttry  amuigeineiits,  and,  tlitrefove^  liMy  to 
fade,  OQ  tba  occnrreBoe  of  avcb  a  state  of  paUic  tranqvilUljr  m 
wonld  proTO  tho  harbinger  of  plenty  to  toiras  nnder  differ* 
ent  drcomstanoeB.  Mr.  Anderson's  seperiority  of  talent  wm 
cbiefly  ebewn  in  tbe  able  measures  be  adopted  to  provide  against 
this  contingency,  by  endeaTonrs  to  introdooe  manniictaves  and 
commerce^  and  by  sacb  mnnidpal  rsgnlations  as  were  caleniated 
to  render  tbe  place  a  secure^  and  digiUe,  residence  for  a  trading 
population.  Homan  effort  is  confined  to  wisdom  in  prcject  and 
perseverance  in  execution.  If  tbe  scbemes  thus  brilliantly  oou'* 
ceived,  and  judicionsly  redaced  to  practice,  bare  not  been 
decisively  crowned  with  success,  it  must,  in  justice,  be  said,  that 
the  disappointment  was  not  to  be  anticipated,  or  evaded,  by  any 
ordinary  powers  of  foresight. 

Fermoy  is  situated  on  the  north  and  south  mdes  of  the 
Mackwater,  which  is  here  crossed  by  a  stone  bridge  of  thirteen 
arches,*  This  bridge  was  widened^  in  the  general  improvements 
of  the  place>  and  is  the  only  building  of  the  old  town  that  baa 
been  suffered^  even  in  part,  to  remain.  The  barracks,  which 
afe  very  extensive,  and  contain  accommodations  for  horse  and 
foot^  are  seated  on  rising  ground,  upon  the  north  side  of  iAm 
river,  and  are  so  well  designed,  that  they  present  a  noble  oliject. 
The  whole  town,  on  its  interior,  wears  the  aspect  of  a  fortified 
place ;  and  from  situation,  regular  distribution  of  streets,  and 
other  points  of  rimilitude^  bears  (as  we  are  informed  by  the  Che  v. 
de  Montmorency)  a  considerable  resemblance  to  the  town  of 
Manheim,  in  Ghsrmany. 

We  have  intimated  above  that  Mr.  Anderson  entirely  levdted 
with  the  ground  all  the  domestic  buildings  of  the  former  town. 
He  profited^  satisfactorily,  by  the  peculiar  opportunities  thus 
afforded.    The  streets  of  the  new  town  are  spacious  and  well 

«  The  present  bridge  of  Fermoy  was  built  in  the  year  1689,  at  the 
expense  of  £7,600.  It  appears,  from  the  will  of  Richard,  first  Earl  of 
Cork,  that  a  wooden  bridge  had  prerioosly  been  erected  here,  towards 
which  that  nobleman  contributed  **  eoo  tons  of  choice  timber/'  The 
wooden  bridge  was  carried  away  by  an  extraordinary,  flood. 
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arraoged.  The  boases  are^  io  general,  uniform  in  bciglit  and 
prevailing  character,  and  are  occupied  by  traders  pf  nearly  ercry 
description.  Among  the  chief  trading  establishmenta  may  be 
mentioned  a  porter  brewery,  on  an  extensive  scale  i  linen  and 
woollen  manofactories  5  together  with  large  flour  and  paper  miib. 
The  mail-coaches,  for  several  lines  of  road,  are  built  here  ;  and 
there  is,  also,  a  manufactory  of  agricultural  implements. 

Fermoy  affords  a  stage  to  all  carnages  traveling  this  road, 
and  the  principal  inn  is  unrivalled  on  the  line  between  Cork  and 
Dublin.  The  adjacency  of  the  military,  and  the  various  classes 
of  travellers  on  this  great  line  of  thoroughfare,  have  caused  the 
erection  of  numerous  inns  (we  believe  not  less  than  forty)  of  a 
minor  description. 

The  public  buildings,  although  necessarily  few,  are  uniformly 
respectable. 

The  Parockiai  Church  is  a  handsome  and  commodious  structure, 
erected,  at  »  considerable  expense,  under  the  auspices  of  Mr. 
Anderson,  aided  by  the  liberality  of  several  contributors,  in- 
cluding Mr,  Hyde,  of  the  neighbouring  seat  termed  Castle  Hyde. 
The  architect  was  Mr.  Hargrave.  The  design  is  imitative  of  the 
pointed  style  of  architecture,  and  a  tower  rises  at  the  west  end, 
surmounted  by  a  spire,  of  pleasing  proportions.  Fermoy,  newly 
erected  into  a  parish,  is  ecclesiastically  united  to  the  contiguous 
parishes  of  Downmahon,  and  Litter,  or  Castle  Hyde. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Chapel  is  spacious,  and  is  tastefully 
ornamented.  The  ground  on  which  it  is  built  was  given  by  Mr. 
Anderson,  subject  to  a  nominal  rent.  He  also  gave  £hiOO 
towards  the  erection  of  the  chapel,  on  condition  that  the  futther 
sum  of  £lbQO  should  be  contributed  by  the  persons  for  whose 
accommodatioD  the  building  was  designed,  or  by  gentlemen 
inclined  to  encourage  the  undertaking.  These  terms  met  with 
general  approbation  5  and  the  name  of  Mr.  Hyde  also  appears 
in  the  list  of  contributors  to  this  fabric. 

The  Court  House  is  neat,  but  small.  Two  sessions  of  the 
peace  are  annually  held  here.  The  regulations  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  laws,  at  this  place,  are,  indeed,  particularly  deserving 
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^f  prftise.  Among  these  it  may  be  mentioned  that  a  regular 
police  was  institoted,  by  act  of  parliament.  Mr.  Anderson  was, 
himself,  acting  chief  magistrate.  His  firmness  and  impartiality,  in 
the  administration  of  justice,  are  warmly  commended  by  persons 
capableof  the  nicest  discrimination.  By  the  exercise  of  equity 
and  kindness,  he  won  the  hearts,  and  with  them  the  hands,  of 
the  first  settlers  in  his  new  town. 

The  ClMBicai  School  is  not  an  endowed  establishment,  but 
has  attained  a  considerable,  and  deserved,  degree  of  celebrity. 
The  late  Rev.  Dr.  Adair,  who  enjoyed  the  benefice  of  Fermoy, 
was  formerly  at  the  head  of  this  institution,  and  was  succeeded 
by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Dix  Hinckes,  author  of  the  well-written 
articles  on  Ireland  in  the  Cyclopaedia  edited  by  Dr.  Rees. 

Here  is  a  Theatre,  but  the  present  time  is  not  favourable  to 
this  place  of  gay  resort,  which  must,  obviously,  depend  much  for 
encouragement  on  the  military.  A  race-^ound,  also,  forms  one 
of  the  attractions  designed  by  the  founder  of  this  town.  ^ 

The  mansion  erected  by  the  late  John  Anderson,  Esq.  as  a 
residence  for  himself  and  family,  is  a  handsome  and  costly 
building,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Blackwater,  which  are 
extremely  beautiful  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Fermoy.  We 
must  be  allowed  to  express  our  regret,  that  a  man  of  so  enlarged 
and  benevolent  a  mind  is  not  still  living  to  occupy  this  mansion, 
and  blessed  with  that  prosperity  to  which  his  warmth  of  public 
spirit,  and  liberality  of  sentiment,  were  so  well  entitled.  We 
should  not  quit  this  subject  without  observing  that  Mr.  Anderson, 
very  properly,  received  the  pecuniary  aid  of  government,  in  Air- 
therance  of  nevenl  of  his  projects  for  public  improvement.  His 
son.  Sir  James  Caleb  Anderson,  was  created  a  baronet,  March 
9«nd,  1813. 

Richard  Parr,  D.  D.  was  born  at  Fermoy,  in  1617.  His 
father  was  a  clergyman,  and  it  is  recorded  that  his  mother  was 
fifty-five  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  birth.  Dr.  Pari^was,  for 
many  years,  chaplain  to  Primate  Usher,  and  dtetinguished-  himself 
as  the  biographer  of  that  learned  and  amiable  prelate.  He  was, 
likewise,  author  of  the  work  termed  ''  Christian  Reformation," 
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«Dd  a  volame  of  sermoM.  U«  died  at  Caiabervallj  in  Sorrey,  of 
which  fiace  be  had  long  been  vicar^  on  the  9nd  ot  November^  14991 . 

The  river  filackwater  affords  much  exqniaile  eceAery,  aa  it 
portaeH  a  devioas  conrte  from  Fermoy  towards  the  town  of 
Mallow.  Ita  banks  postess  a  lo?ely  and  captivating  variety  ef 
hills,  often  clothed  with  wood,  and  in  other  places  eidiibitiing  the 
contrasted  tints  of  heath  and  verdure ;  bold  projections  ol  lime- 
stone rock,  assuming  forms  greatly  condnoive  to  pictiuesqne 
effect  ',*  and  vales,  expanding  into  spreads  of  soft  and  pastoral 
country,  rich  in  cultivation.  The  antient  chieftain,  insensiMe  to 
the  charms  of  nature,  or  indifferent  to  their  inff  nence,  built  lor 
security  alone  among  these  rocky  fastnesses ;  and  the  raiaa  of 
several  castles  present  fine  artifidal  objects,  amidst  this  |fk>w  of 
natural  scenery.  To  the  credit  of  modern  taste,  nnmerons  seats 
hiive  been  erected  on  these  inviting  banks,  in  hi^jipier  times,  agee 
in  which  the  adjacency  of  acdivitous  rode  and  deep  water  has  been 
valued  only  as  an  adjunct  of  the  picturesque.  We  regret  that  our 
limits  prevent  us  from  bestowing  merited  attention  on  mere  than 
a  few  of  these  demesnes. 

CoMiie^H^fiet  the  seat  of  John  Hyde,  Esq.  is  situated  at  a 
short  distance  from  Fermoy,  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  JBlaek* 
water.  Dr.  Smith  informs  us  that  ''this  place  was  formerly 
named  Cariganedy,  i.  e.  the  rock  of  the  shield,  where  formerly 
stood  a  castle,  said  to  have  belonged  to  the  Mahonys.*'  Sir 
Arthur  Hyde,  ancestor  of  the  present  proprietor  of  this  estate, 
raised  a  regiment  in  England,  when  the  country  was  threatened 
with  invasion  by  the  Spanish  armada,  and  was  made  a  Knight 
Banneret  by  Queen  Elisabeth.    Her  Majesty  afterwards  granted 

*  Mr.  Townsend,  writing  apon  the  subject  of  this  district^  observes, 
that  '^  one  of  the  most  singular"  of  the  projections  of  lisMstone  on  Uiese 
banks,  is  that  termed  *'  KillavuUane  rock,  near  half-way  between 
Mallow  and  Fermoy.  It  hangs  over  the  Blackwater,  which  has  nnder- 
wom  it  in  such  a  manner,  that,  from  some  points  of  view,  it  seems  abso- 
lately  pendnlons.  Limestone  rocks,  varions  and  unequal  in  the  solidity 
of  their  texture,  derive  great  irregalarities  of  fonn  from  the  constant 
attrition  of  water."    Survey  of  Coric,*;.&c.  vol.  I.  p.  478. 
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• 

to  him  nearly  6^000  acree  of  la&d  in  the  county  of  Cork,  wbicb 
came  to  the  crown  on  the  attainder  of  Gerald^  Earl  of  Desmond.* 

The  mansion  at  this  place  appeaw  to  have  been  erected  in  the 
aeyenteenth  centnry^  bat  it  has  been  recently  mach  enlai^ed  and 
moderniased  i  andj  when  viewed  in  conneiion  with  its  attached 
gronndS)  now  takes  rank  amongst  the  finest  seats  in  Ireland. 
The  house  occnpies  a  bw^  bat  sheltered  and  pleasing  site,  on  tho 
immediate  margin  of  the  river,  having  on  the  north  side  a  pro«* 
tecting  rock,  now  covered  with  trees  and  shrabs  of  varions  kinds  -, 
which  rock  evidently  bestowed  on  this  place  its  antient  and 
appropriate  appellation.  The  whole  of  the  demesne  comprises 
not  less  than  1100  acres,  and  is  prolific  of  beaaties  in  every 
direction .  The  river  flows  throogh  the  park,  between  lofty  banks, 
finely  clothed  with  wood,  and  here  rolls  its  waters  with  pecnlior 
and  animating  rapidity.  These  extensive  groands,  particularly 
on  the  sonth  side  of  the  river,  are  rich  in  wood,  of  natnral  growth 
and  matare  age.  The  plantations,  also,  are  nameroos  and  well- 
disposed. 

Adjoining  the  demesne  of  Castle  Hyde  is  Craio^  the  seat  of 
Colonel  Stewart.  This  place  fnlly  participates  in  the  charms  of 
the  neighbouring  district.  The  gardens  and  groands  are  kept  in 
excellent  order,  and  present,  inconjnnction  with  the  more  exten- 
sive contiguous  territory,  a  tract  unusually  afflnent  in  natural 
beauties  judiciously  cultivated. 

The  Church  of  Castle  Hyde  has  been  lately  rebuilt,  after  a 
design  of  considerable  elegance,  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Hyde, 
the  respected  patron  of  the  benefice,  with  the  aid  of  450/.  granted 
by  the  Board  of  First  Fruits. 

Still  further  westward,  in  the  direction  of  Mallow,  is  CoirvA7 
MOUB,  the  seat  of  Lord  Ennismore,  one  of  the  representatives  of 

*  Smith's  Cork,  ▼.  1 .  p.  S48.  In  anotiier  part  of  the  same  work  it  is 
stated  that  Sir  Arthur  Hyde,  the  first  of  this  famUy  that  obtained  a  grant 
of  lands  in  the  county  of  Cork,  liYed  in  the  Ca$tU  of  Cakirdrinjf,  about 
one  mile  south  of  Mitchelstown,  which  was  built  by  the  Roches.  In  this 
fortress  he  was  often  attacked  by  his  Irish  neighbours. 
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this  couDty  in  parliament,  and  eldest  son  of  the  Earl  of  Listowd. 
This  very  handsome  mansion  is  of  recent  erection,  and  is  highly 
ornamental  to  the  fine  scenery  amidst  which  it  is  placed.  The 
view  from  the  front  of  the  house  is  truly  admirable.  Here  the 
Black  water  is  seen^  winding  through  noble  masses  of  wood,  and 
conducting  the  eye  to  the  picturesque  spectacle  of  a  decayed 
castle,  seated  on  a  lofty  eminence  upon  the  border  of  the  waters. 
Whilst  the  views  from  the  grounds  are  thus  attractive  to  the  lover 
of  nature,  the  interior  of  the  mansion  abounds  in  objects  calcu- 
lated to  gratify  the  admirer  of  the  arts.  The  collection  of  paint- 
ings here  reposited  is,  we  believe,  unrivalled  in  the  county  of . 
Ck>rk,  and  ranks  amongst  the  best  in  Ireland.  We  regret  that 
our  limits,  and  opportunities,  do  not  permit  us  to  do  more  than 
mention  a  few  of  the  most  striking  pieces.  We  subjoin  the  names 
of  the  principal  masters,  in  order  to  convey  due  ideas  respecting 
the  character  and  value  of  the  remainder  of  the  collection. 

Marriage  of  St.  Catherine.     Correggh. 

Holy  Family.     Tibaldi. 

Virgin  and  Child.     Carlo  Maratti, 

Sea  View.     Fanderveide. 

Assumption  of  the  Virgin.     Luca  Giordano. 

Spanish  Gardener.     Muri/io. 

Holy  Family.     Rubens, 

Magdalen.     Ant.  Caracvi. 

Poultry.     fFeemnjt. 
Other  paintings  in  this  collection  are  by  Rembrandt ;  Ryckaert; 
Sebastian  Ricci ;  Canaletii ;  Poumn ;  Fiemet ;  Ferdinand  Bol; 
Poeiemburg;   fFatteau ;    Gerard  Hoet ;  Perugino  ;  Tinioretto ; 
Finckenbooms ;  and  Roland  Saveri. 

Amongst  pictures  by  the  English  masters  are  : 

A  large  and  fine  Landscape.     fFihon. 

Midnight  Conversation.     Hogarth. 

Sleeping  Girl.     Hoppner. 

Shepherd's  Boy.     Gainsborough. 

The  Cradle  Hymn.     Northcote. 
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There  are»  abo>  •one  portraits  by  SSr  P.  Lelff ;  le^^eral 
landscapes  by  Moriand;  Piiker ;  Barren  $  a,nd  Rathbone ;  add 
figures  by  Ojrie;  fFhetUley  ;  aod  Pococke* 

At  the  confluence  of  the  Awbeg  and  Black  water,  a  tract  in 
which  the  conjoined  rivers  ron  through  a  rocky  glen,  very  romantic 
in  character,  are  some  remains  of  the  Priory  of  Bridge  Town, 
of  which  building  (connected  with  the  family  of  Roche)  we  give 
an  account  in  a  future  page. 

Near  the  same  confluence  is  Castlr-Widbnhaii,  the  seat  of 
Charles  Widenham^  Esq. 

Glanworth,  a  small  village  on  the  river  Fuacheon^  at  the 
distance  of  about  four  miles  from  Fermoy,  towards  the  north- 
west^ is  entitled  to  consideration  chiefly  on  account  of  its  decayed 
castle,  which  was  formerly  a  building  of  great  extent  and  strength. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  this  structure  was  erected  by  the 
Roches*    It  was  certainly  an  antient  seat  of  that  family,  and  was 
inhabited  by  Lord  Fermoy  so  lately  as  the  year  1601,  but  was 
forfeited,  by  his  descendant,  in  1641.    The  ruins  are  large,  and, 
show  the  building  to  have  been  designed  in  that  irregular  mode 
of  castellation  that  united  some  splendour  of  internal  arrangement 
with  the  security  of  the  fortress.     In  this  vicinity  (two  miles  north 
of  the  Blackwater)  was  the  Abbey  of  Glanworth,  or  Glanorej 
founded,  according  to  Smith,  by  the  Roche  family,  in  1227>  for 
Friars  of  the  order  of  St.  Dominlck  5  but  Bourke  makes  the 
foundation  to  have  taken  place  at  a  later  period. 

Glanworth  is  now  a  mean  village,  having  no  other  modern 
ornament  than  a  very  handsome  glebe  house,  built  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Woodward,  and  constituting  the  residence  of  that  gentleman. 
From  this  pleasing  abode  are  obtained  delightful  views  over  the 
contiguous  country,  in  which  the  ruined  Castle  of  Glanworth 
forms  a  principal  object. 

Near  Glanworth  is  a  cromlech,  of  large  dimensions,  locally 
called  Lahaeoliy,  the  hag*s  bed.  There  were  originally  two 
covering  stones.    The  larger  of  these  is  placed  at  the  west  end, 
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•ad  is  of  a  wedge-'like  iotm,  ha? iBg  nnderofeath  m  levd,  and  on 
the  top  a  slanting  surface.  It  is  nearly  iitteen  feet  in  length, 
six  feet  six  inches  in  widths  and  three  feet  in  thickness^  towaids 
this  ceatre.  The  second  covering  stone  is  smaller,  and  has  fiJIen 
from  its  original  position.  The  supporters  resemble  laige  flags, 
and  are  in  double  rows.  The  room  formed  by  this  mde  and  pon- 
deroos  stractnre  appears  to  have  been  about  twenty-five  feet  long, 
and  six  feet  wide.  The  monument  stands  nearly  east  and  west  -, 
and,  at  the  west  end,  is  a  stone,  closing  the  entrance  in  that 
direction .  Near  the  cromlech  is  a  tnmnlos,  called  by  the  ooontry 
people  the  Mli  of  L^bacolly. 

In  the  neighboorhood  of  Fermoy  are  the  mins  of  nnmerons 
castles^  besides  those  already  noticed.  These  fortresses  are 
generally  found  on  the  banks  of  rivers,  and  formerly  belonged  to 
different  members  of  the  once  powerful  families  of  Condon  and 
Roche.  Amongst  them  may  be  noticed  the  strong  Castle  of 
Cabrickabricky,  situated  on  the  river  Bricky,  at  its  confluence 
with  the  Blackwater.  This  structure  belonged  to  the  Condons, 
'  and  is  boldly  seated  upon  elevated  ground,  commanding  views  of 
the  surrounding  country,  to  a  considerable  extent.  Towards  the 
rtver  the  former  confines  of  the  castle-ward  are  on  a  precipitous 
cliff;  and  in  this  direction  are  some  traces  of  the  outer  wall. 
The  ruins  principally  contain  parts  of  the  lofty  and  circular 
keep.  In  the  walls  are  traces  of  passages  having  round-headed 
entrances.  Three  vaulted  floorings  of  stone  still  partly  remaiA; 
and  in  the  outer  walls  are  many  loOp-holes,  but  no  windows. 
Hoand  the  top  are  remains  of  machicolations.  The  building  \&, 
altogether,  of  a  harsh  character,  and  depends  for  its  interest  with 
the  examiner  chiefly  on  the  associations  proceeding  from  a  view 
of  the  desolate  remains  of  apartments,  formerly  tenanted  by  races 
so  dissimilar  in  manners  from  those  now  prevalent.  We  look  in 
vain  for  pictorial  efloct^  and,  whilst  disappointed  in  the  search 
after  such  gratification,  feel  strongly  the  truth  of  the  remark,  that 
few  strnctores  are  picturesque  in  ruin  that  were  not  designed  in 
n  good  style  of  architecture. 
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At  H  ^Mfrt  Midi  cottmoiiievble  distance  from  the  rniiia  abo?i 
meUe^t  am  tb««e  of  L^ctiuk  CmHie,  sitaated  on  the  Bricky. 
JMfc/y,  in  tins  vkiiiity,  also  belonged  to  the  Coodoos.  Duneen 
Cmile,  on  the  river  Fimcheon,  is  Ulcevrtse  claimed  by  the  same 
family. 

M4JA0WJ  sitoated  in  the  northern  part  of  this  connty^  n  distant 
117  miles  from  Dobiin^  and  16  from  Cork.  This  is  sometimes 
iuilled  the  B4t4k  of  Irdand^  on  accoont  of  its  tepid  medicinal 
waters^  which  attract  hither  much  gay  company^  as  well  as  many 
inf  alids.*    The  town  is  of  a  moderate  size,  and  is  finely  sitaated 

*  It  is  said  that  tfae  warm  spriofs  of  Mallow  were  first  nodced  about 
dMs  couuneacemeDt  of  the  eighteenth  eentury ;  but  they  were  not  brou^^t  into 
medleiaal  use  antil  nearly  thirty  yean  after  that  date,  when  they  were  recom- 
mended to  pnhlic  attention  by  Dr.  Rofen,  of  Corlc*  It  is  certain ,  however, 
that  one  sprinif  at  this  place  had  been  esteemed  at  a  much  more  early  period, 
asa  repaled  holy  well,  dedicated  to  8t.  PatriclL.  Dr.  Smith  informs  us,  that 
**  by  repealed  trials^  he  found  this  water  raised  the  mercury,  in  Fahrenheit's 
thermometer,  to  the  degree  of  sixty -nine  i  the  aiyoining  brook  sank  it  to 
llfly.  Dr.  Rutty,  coming  directly  from  Bristol,  and  trying  tira  same 
ifconaomoter  in  Mallow  water,  as  h«  had  done  in  Bristol  water,  fonad  the 
watfnmjt  la  the  inttert  to  stand  at  seventy-slz,  in  the  former  at  sixty-eight, 
when,  in  a  neighbouring  cold  spring,  it  stood  al  fifty.'*  The  following 
experiments,  made  by  the  same  author,  (vide  Hist,  of  Cork,  toI.  ii.  p.  283) 
atfbrd  the  best  information  that  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  communrcate, 
respecting  the  nature  and  contents  of  the  Mallow  water.  '*  Two  gallons 
of  dMs  water  being  oFaporated  in  a  well  glased  pao,  nnoa  after  it  was  * 
lahen  from  the  well,  deposited  a  resldanm  of  tveaty  grains  of  a  grey 
powder,  which*  although  when  removed  from  the  ire  was  perfectly  dry, 
the  same  night  l»eing  rainy,  and  not  taken  from  the  pan,  it  began  to  grow 
moist,  so  that  it  was  again  set  over  the  fire  before  I  took  it  from  the  vessel. 
This  calcareous  matter  (for  such  I  deem  it  to  be)  exhibited  the  following 
appearances. — It  made  an  efervescence  with  spirit  of  oil  i  being  thrown 
oa  an  hot  iron  it  ac4nlrad  an  extrnmie  sharpness,  like  ^aick-Umef  with 
alkniiss,  as  oil  of  tartar  aad  spirit  of  sal  anoumlac,  ao  chaagn  easned  i  it 
.altarod  symp  of  violett  a  little  greenish*  but  ijrup  of  clovos  made  ne 
f^Mage.  in  it.'*  The  'spring  issues  from  a  limestone  rock,  and  is  believed 
lo  discharge  about  twenty  gallons  in  every  minute.  The  waters  are  consi- 
dered to  be  of  eflkacy  to  debilitated  constitutions,  and  In  consumptive 

complaints. 
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on  the  filackwAter^  which  ii  here  4»oss6d  by  a  stone  bridge  naticcd 
by  Lord  Orrery,  iu\6G6,  asbeiiigtheoDlybridgelboii  overthie  rivar. 

The  comparison  between-thispLioe  andBaUb  holda  good  nevelky 
as  to  the  circanistanoe  of  both  poasessing  warm  sfHriags  of  a 
sanative  qaality;  for  Mallow,  although  visited  by  many  geateol 
families,  not  only  of  the  sonth,  bnt  from  other  parts  of  Ireland, 
is  greatly  deficient  in  elegance  of  baildings  and  aecomoiodatioa. 
Some  considerable  improvements  have  recently  taken  place  in  the 
western  part  of  the  town,  where  several  good  houses  have  been 
erected;  bnt  the  domestic  buildiags,  in  the  more  antient  parts, 
where  many  visiters  are  lodged,  are  mean  and  uninviting.  Here 
is  no  pump  room,  and  the  fountain  is  merely  enclosed  in  a  rade 
stone  fabric,  aptly  said,-  by  a  native  writer,  to  be  '^  not  very  nnlike 
a  pig-stye."  The  approach  to  the  spa  is,  however*  extfOOMly 
pleasing,  it  being  conducted  along  walks  Kned  with  fine  trees,  on 
the  border  of  a  canal.  Assemblies  are  held  in  a  building  ill-snited 
to  the  company  with  whose  presence  they  are  frequently  honoured 
There  are  also  races,  and  other  amusements  incidental  to  places 
of  this  description,  which  usnaliy  thrive  by  those  who  are  in  purauit 
of  pleasure,  rather  than  by  the  drooping  applicants  to  the  goddess 
of  the  fount.  The  summer  is  the  fashionable  part  of  the  year  for 
visitibg  this  spa. 

We  are  told  by  Smith,  that  the  manor  of  Mallow  formed  a 
distinct  seigniory,  which  bdonged  to  the  earls  of  Desmond. 
Upon  the  attainder  of  the  great  Earl  of  Desmond,  it  waa  granted 
to  Sir  John  Norris,  lord  president  of  Mnnster,  celebrated  for  his 
services  in  Portugal.*  Sir  John  Jephson,  of  Moyle,  in  Hampshire, 
married  the  heiress  of  that  distinguished  general,  and  obtained 
with  her  this  estate,  which  still  belongs  to  his  family,  who  Lave 
a  handsome  demesne  in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  town  was  formerly  protected  by  two  castles,  one  of  which 
was  erected  by  the  Earls  of  Desmond,  and  ia  still  to  be  seen,  bat 
in  a  state  of  ruin.  Mallow  was  the  scene  of  two  severe  slmrmtshes, 
in  the  civil  wars  of  the  seventeenth  century.  On  the  llthr  of  Ftb. 

*  Spencer  presented  Sir  John  Norrii  with  a  copy  of  bU  Faery  Queto» 
accompanied  by  some  complimentary  verses. 
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1641-8>  Lord.  Moun^rret  entered  this  ptace^  with  some  Irish 
troope.  The  defence  of  the  soath  castle  was  then  committed  by 
its  owner>  Capt.  Jephson^  to  Arthur  Bettesworth  and  a  garrison 
of  300  men^  who  successfally  maintained  that  fortress,  after  the 
iB^erior,  or  northern,  castle  had  surrendered.  In  the  year  1690, 
Mac  Donongh,  who  was  one  of  the  governors  of  this  county  for 
King  James,  then  recently  defeated  at  the  Boy ne,  assembled  some 
forces,  and  appeared  before  the  town,  intent  on  fire  and  plunder. 
The  garrison,  aware  of  his  design,  had  procured  a  reinforcement 
of  Danes,  who  encountered,  in  a  meadow  near  the  bridge,  the 
ilMisciplmed  bands  of  Mac  Donongh,  and  routed  them  with 
considerable  slaughter. 

This  town  returns  one  member  to  the  imperial  parliament. 
The  church  is  a  respectable  structure,  containing  many  sepulchral 
memorials,  among  which  are  several  to  the  Rudif  faimly,  who 
resided,  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  at  Mount- Ruby,  in 
this  neighbourhood.  The  following  may,  also,  be  noticed :  Captain 
George  Diilim,  1668;  Cornet  Ckarlei  SUurg-h,  only  son  of  Lieut. 
General  Siburgh,  6th  of  April,  1740.  Beneatii  an  urn,  bearing 
the  arms  of  King,  is  a  tablet  of  white  marble,  inscribed  to  the 
memory  of  the  Rev,  fFUiiam  Kmg,  twenty-nine  years  rector  of  this 
parish,  who  lived  beloved  by  all  whoknewhim,  aaddiedas  univer- 
sally lamented .  '*  This  tribute  of  their  affection  and  esteem  for  his 
virtues,  as  a  minister,  as  a  friend,  and  as  a  man,  ha$  6ee»  ereeied 
by  Ms  pamhionen,  to  whom  he  was  endeared  by  his  pure  religion, 
his 'gentle  spirit,  and  amiable  deportment  in  every  situation  of  life. 
He  died  the  3rd  of  March,  1808.  Ml,  70."  In  the  church-yard 
is  a  tomb,  sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mrs,  Champagne,  wife  of 
the  Rev.  Dean  Champagne,  who  died  at  Mallow,  21st  of  August, 
1784,  in  the  63rd  year  of  her  age.  This  lady  was  mother  to  the 
Countess  of  Uxbridge,  and  grandmother  to  the  present  Marquess 
of  Anglesey,  Ills  brothers  and  sisters. 

In  the  close  vicinity  of  the  town,  on  its  southern  side,  is  the 
seat  of  the  Jcphson  family,  surrounded  by  an  extensive  and  well- 
wooded  demesne,  %vhich  is  disposed  in  the  best  manner  of  the 
ferme  orn^.      The   grounds    are  divided    into   spacious   fields, 
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smrromided  with  double  hedges  of  quick,  fbon  which  rive  very 
Aomeroos  and  well-grown  trees.  Between  the  qnidt  fencrt 
gravel  walks  are  formed,  opening  an  agreeable  communkatioii 
between  the  whole  of  t)ie  grounds. 

At  a  short  distance  from  the  honse,  are  the  decaying  remaiM 
of  the  castle  forinerly  belonging  to  the  Earls  of  Ilesraond. 

..The country,  in  several  <firectioti8  round  Mallow,  is  emineal 
for  natural  charms  and  salnbrity  of  air;— *«ireiimstaDces  greatly 
favonrable  to  the  convalescence  ai  invalid  visiters  of  the  spn. 
Walks  and  rides,  in  a  fine  and  enlivening  tract  of  conntry,  are, 
indeed,  powerfnl  anzlliaries  to  most  medicinal  waters,  which  wiH 
ever  be  orgently  recommended  by  judicious  physicians ;  and  sceBery 
more  calculated  to  soothe  the  spirits,  or  breexes  more  isvigorating 
than  those  of  the  country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mallow,  aie 
not  readily  to  be  fonnd  in  either  of  the  Irish  proviaees.  This  fiae 
district  contains  numerous  seats,  several  of  whieh,  being  placed 
on  the  bolrders  of  the  Blackwater,  are  described  in  o«r  account  of 
die  progress  of  that  river  between  Fermoy  and  this  place.  In 
addition  to  those  mentioned  as  objects  looslly  connected  with 
the  former  town,  must  be  noticed,  whilst  we  are  ia  the 
aeighbonrhood  of  Mallow,  Rockforbst,  the  maasioa  of  Sir  James 
Cotter,  Bart.  This  house  is  situated  on  rising  ground,  upon  the 
sooth  bank  of  the  Blackwater.  The  demesne  is  richly  ornamented 
with  wood. 

The  CastitB  of  Baltclooh,  situated  in  a  phasing  demesne, 
adjoining  the  village  of  that  .name,  to  the  north-west  of  MaUow, 
was  the  chief  seatof  the  sept  of  Mac  Roberts,  or  Mac  Robert  Barry. 
This  is  now  the  estate  of  the  Coote  family  >  Robert  Coote,  Esq. 

having  married   the  heiress   of Pardon,    Esq^^  a  former 

proprietor.  Among  monnmental  inscriptions  in  the  chnrch,  are 
memorials  of  the  i'ar cfoa,  Coale,  and  LyM^A/ families;  also  of 
Henry  fPrbeon,  of  Blossomfort,  Esq.,  died  90th  of  March,  177B, 
aged  73;  9,nd  John  Longfield,  Esq.,  of  Longnevillc,  died  1765. 

BalygibliiV^  in  this  ueighbonrlioocl,  'm  an  elegant  seat  of  the 
Wrixon  family. 
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MouNTNOBTH  is  the  seat  of  JohM  Lysaght^  Lord  ji^le.  This 
family  is  said  (bnt  we  know  not  on  what  authority)  to  be  descended 
from  the  house  of  O'Brien.  They  are  first  recognised  in  I^sfa 
history^  for  activity  in  assistance  rendered  towards  suppressing 
the  rebellion  of  1641 .  John  Lysaght  (then  seated  at  Monntnorth) 
was  a  ooniet^  nuder  the  command  of  Lord  Inchiqoin,  at  the 
battle  of  Knoddnoss^  in  this  neighbourhood.  Nicholas^  the  eldest 
son  of  that  officer^  commanded  a  troop  io  King  William's  own 
regiment  of  dr^igoon^^  and  greatly  distinguished  himself  at  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne.  John^  the  eldest  son  of  Captain  Lysaght, 
sat  in  parliament  for  the  neighbouring  borough  of  Charleville>  and 
was  created  Baron  Lisle,  of  Monntnorth,  on  the  18th  of  Sept. 
1T58.  Near  the  high  road  is  an  obelisk,  erected  by  the  first  lord 
Lisle.  It  resembles,  in  architectural  character,  the  steeple  of 
a  church,  the  lower  part  opening  into  four  arches,  from  one  of 
which  we  look  down  on  the  house  and  woods  of  Mountnorth.  A 
flight  of  stone  steps  leads  to  the  upper  part  of  the  building,  where 
is  a  latin  inscription,  of  which  we  present  a  verbatim  copy.* 

LooHORT  Castlb,  now  the  property  of  Lord  Arden,  is  usually 
said  to  have  been  built  in  the  reign  of  King  John.  This  building 
consists  of  a  circular  tower,  about  80  feet  in  heijf^ht,  which  waa 
strongly  macUcolated,  and  had  few  apertures  for  the  admission 
of  light  and  air..  The  walls  are  ten  feet  thick,  and  the  castle  is. 
surrounded  by  a  moat.  Loghort  was  an  antient  fortress  of  the 
Mac  Carthys,  and  was  garrisoned  by  Sir  Philip  Peroeval,  in  the 
rebellion  of  1641.  The  Irish  gained  it  by  stratagem^  and  held 
it,  much  to  the  annoyance  of  their  opponents^  uatil  May,  165Q«. 

*  Georgio  Secundo,regi  optimo, 
Primo  etUm  Patre  ^us,  atqiie  patrls  Imad  obHto 
Tertioqve  magiie  tpel  coiiiiii^morato' 
Necnoii  Oatleliiib  apnd  Onlloden  armts  pnedara 
Oh  ReligtoBem,  Libertaten,  etpraprietatesi, 
In  Hibcrnia  precipue  restitotam  et  conservatum 
Ilunc  Obeliscum  er«zit  subdittts  fidelis,  et  gratissimuK 
Johannes  Lysaght  de  Mountnorth  Armiger. 
Tricessimo  die  Oclobris  A.  D.  I't5l. 
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at  which  time  it  sarrendered  to  Sir  Hardress  Waller.  About  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  the  building  was  r^Mdred  and 
rendered  habitable,  by  the  Earl  of  Bgmont.  It  was  lately  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Purcell. 

At  a  short  distance  from  Loghort  Castle  is  Knockimoss^  the 
scene  of  a  celebrated  battle,  fought  on  the  13th  of  November, 
1647,  between  the  English,  under  Lord  Inchiqnin^  and  an  Irish 
force^  commanded  by  Lord  Taaf.  A  victory,  important  to  the 
fortunes  of  Munster,  was,  on  this  occasion,  gained  by  the  En|^sh 
army. 

Baltnamona,  distant  about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  Mallow, 
is  the  seat  of  Garret  Nagle,  Esq.  and  is  situated  near  the  ridge  of 
mountain  named  after  this  antient  family,  which  is  said  to  be  a 
younger  branch  of  the  house  of  Nangle,  Barons  of  Navan  and  of 
Costelloe.*  On  rebuilding  the  church  of  Balynamona,  in  1717 » it 
is  recorded  by  Smith  that  the  workmen  *'  found  a  large  spur,  and 
the  head  of  an  antique  spear,  probably  belonging  to  one  of  the 
knights  buried  here  in  his  martial  habiliments.*' 

Near  Balynamona  are  the  ruins  of  a  building,  termed  the 
FaiscBPTORT  OP  MouRNE,  fouudcd,  or  at  least  principally  en- 
dowed, by  Alexander  de  St  Helena,  in  the  reign  of  John.  "  The 
possessions  of  this  preceptory,'*  say  Smith  and  Archdall,  *'  were 
granted  to  Tiege  Mac  Carty,  whose  descendants  forfeited  them 
in  the  rebellion  of  1641,  yet  they  are  still  called  by  the  name  of 
Af osiers  of  Mourne."  The  foundation-walls  of  these  ruins 
enclosed  several  acres  of  ground;  and,  in  addition  to  the  present 

*  A  principal  idatof  the  Nagle  family  wisat.Moneeaymjt  >n  the 
Barooy  of  Feroioy.  Richard  Nagle,  often  termed  Nagle  of  Moneanymy, 
and  John  Nagle,  Esq.  hit  son  and  heir  i  resided  there  in  1640.  Sir  Richard 
Nagte,  of  Moneanymy,  Knt.  was  secretary  of  war,  in  1690»  to  James 
lit  whom  he  followed  into  exile.  It  is  said  that  the  weak  James,  ^fltr 
kit  ahdicmtion^  had  created  Sir  Richard  Nagle,  with  other  of  his  rniaed 
adherents,  peers  of  Ireland  1  Lord  Kingston  is,  at  present,  lord  of  this 
manor.    Montmorency  MSS. 
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reuMuns^  a  castelkited  bailding  upon  (lie  90iitb>  and  two  towers 
towards  the  west,  were  standing  in-  fbe  early  fNurt  of  the  lass 
centory. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Mallow  is  likewise^  Kobvakibba,  the  seat 
of  Pierce  Nagle^  Esq.  chief  of  that  name. 

The  Cabtlb  of  Balltnoolly>  a  strong  and  spacions  pile, 
was  erected  by  the  Barrets,  from  whidi  Ismily  a  barony  in  this 
county  deriTes  its  name;  bat  the  eyef  seiit.of  this  anUent  family 
was  at  Caatiemore,  in  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Barony  of 
Barrets.*  BattyneoUy  was  garrisoned  by  Cromwell,  and  was 
also  pat  in  a  state  of  defence  for  King  James  II. 

The  river  Awbeg,  which  takes  its  Hie  to  the  west  of  Bottevant, 
and  enters  the  Blackwater  in  the  vidnity  of  Bridgetown,  greatly 
ornaments  that  part  of  the  conntry  throngh  which  it  pnrsnes  its 
brief  coarse.  This  river  has  a  win^g  and  desnltdfry  progress, 
in  a  district  replete  with  charms.  Its  coarse  is  placid,  and  it 
glides  in  dimpling  eddies,  worthy*  the  eelebratbn  of  the  mose. 
This  is  the  river  poetically  termed  by  Spencer  the  GeiUle  MuUa, 
and  on  its  borders  is  Kilcolman,  the  now  roinons  castle  in  which 
he  once  resided. 

Althoogh  placed  in  ar^on  eminently  attractive  lor  beauties 
of  a  soft  and  pastoral  character,  the  immediate  vidaity  of  Kileol* 
man  must  have  been  chill  and  dispiriting,  even  in  days  of  the 
castle's  greatest  prosperity.  The  bnildiBg  is  situated  on  the 
north-side  of  the  Awbeg,  or  MoUa,  at  the  distance  of  rather  more 
than  two  miles  from  the  village  of  Donerule.  It  is  surrounded 
by  an  extensive  plmn,  which  terminates,  to  the  east,  in  the 
mountains  of  the  county  of  Waterford.  On  the  north  are  the 
Bullyhoura  mountains,  termed  by  Spencer  the  mountains  of  Mole. 

•  Ic  is  recorded  that  0*Nia],  Earl  of  Tyrone,  when  marching  by 
Caitlemore,  in  the  year  1600,  on  his  progrera  to  Ktnsale,  for  the  support 
of  the  Spaniards,  enquired  who  lived  in  that  castle?  On  being  told  that 
it  wa9  Barret,  who  was  a  good  catholic,  and  whose  family  had  been  pos- 
sessed of  the  estate  for  above  400  years,  be  exclaimed,  with  an  oath,  **  Ho 
asattcr  1  1  bate  the  Eogllsh  churl  as  if  he  had  landed  ooly  yesterday.** 


4%  BBAimss  or  imblahp. 

The  Niigl«  mpnataiafl  tke  towds  th«  aooths  mi,  on  the  wiqek, 
ewJhemoNiitittfie  of  Kerry.  Whea  the  oi^ands  w^re  ademed 
with  woodf  this  scenery  may  have  received  some  ameliontioB  of 
character^  bat^  under  all  circiimstances,  it  would  appear  that 
Spencer  must  have  pursued  the  meanders  of  the  Mnlla  in  haunts 
at  some  distance  from  home,  for  objects  to  enrich  his  descriptire 
pages.  It  m^y,  iadeedj  be  observed  that  whilst  l»e  bestows  the 
fo^de^t  terms  of  adminftion  on  *^  MoUa  £air  and  br^l,"  he  says 
little  eoBceming  any  pretensioitf  to  beavty  in  his  owq  pecaKar 
domain* 

The  ruins  present  the  remains  of  the  priaeyal  tower,  in  a 
castellated  boUding  of  spme  fEtraaglth  and  esdent.  The  outliaes 
and  vestiges  of  aevi^al  apartments  may  still  be  distinotly  traced. 
The  lower  of  these  rooms  qipctars  to  have  been  used  as  a  hall,  or 
kitchen,  and  is  arched  with  stone.  The  Qtairwayof  the  tower 
still  exists,  and  leads  to  the  decaying  remains  of  a  small  dmrnber* 
Little  can  be  added,  concerning  this  interesting  ruin,  eseept  that 
the  remaioing  irindowa  commaad  extensive  prospects.  Over 
the  adjacent  ground  are  spread  many  fri^;meat6  of  building. 

Kilcolman  Castle  formerly  belonged  to  the  Sail  of  DesmoM^ 
and  was  granted  to  Edmund  Spencer  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  together 
with  3098  acres  of  land  in  this  county,  bmng  part  of  the  forfeited 
estates  of  that  earl.  The  biography  of  Spencer  ia  of  such 
lamiliar  access,  that  it  cannot  be  necessary  for  us  to  enter  into 
even  a  brief  analysis  of  it,  in  this  plai^.  It  may,  however,  be 
desirable  to  present  some  few  memoranda,  relating  to  his  con- 
nexion with  Ireland. 

He  appears  to  have  first  entered  this  country  in  1580,  as 
secretary  to  the  lord  depnty.  Lord  Grey  of  Wilton  $  baft  he 
returned  to  England  with  that  nobleman,  in  1588.  He  received 
the  grant  of  Kilcolman  in  1586,  and  commenced  his  residence  at 
this  place  in  the  following  year.  In  1590,  he  accompanied  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  to  England,  for  the  purpose  of  publishing  the 
Uiree  (irst  books  of ''  The  Faery  Queen."  He  returned  to  Ireland 
in  1591 }  and,  about  that  time,  married  a  woman  whose  real 
excellencies  are  said  to  have  substantiated  the  good  qualities  be 
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lad  auribdl  to  tha  '^  RoidliHia*'  of  las  yoalhfel  iuny.  Hwo, 
wilb  conjugal  toadenieM  to  brigbton  tlio  Umo  os  the  iMartb  d 
lu8  redoae  castle^  and  the  muie  to  bestow  mearthly  tints  ob  the 
▼erdant  banks  of  the  Mnlla^  he  passed  between  three  and  few 
yeara^  which,  probably,  notwithstanding  bis  distaste  for  Iielaad, 
may  be  reckoned  among  the  most  agreeable  of  his  life. 

In  1596,  the  distorM  state  of  the  cooatry  cavssd  him  to 
teke  reAige  in  Engiasd  j  whenee  he  TOtnned  to  KilcdimaA  is 
1597,  and  staid  here  oalil  the  Mlewliig  yenr.  A  cidamiteas 
termination  was  then  effMsted  to  all  his  hopes  of  IranqnUfity  in 
tUs  ishmd.  In  1598,  the  rebellion  of  lyone  distracted  the 
kingdom,  and  acto  of  outrage,  nnder  the  name  of  letaliatioB,  were 
levelled,  with  paiticnbr  ferocity,  at  the  settlers  on  the  forfeited 
estetes  of  Desmond.  Spencer  fled,  with  his  wife,  to  England  $ 
bnt  his  easlle  oeas  psrtly  destesyed  by  im,  end  his  piopeity 
pfaunlered.  It  has  heen  said  tiiat  his  infeal  ehUd  peissbsd  in  the 
ftunes;  bet  such  nn  assertisn  sKMin  to  sest  OB  the  entherity  of  a 
coAveiwttieii  between  Ben  Jonson  end  Drqmoioid^  poUished  in 
the  works  of  the  laiit-named  writer.  It  ia  well  known  that 
Upeneer  did  not  Umg  avrfiye  this  seeoe  of  dietreas. 

The  few  anecdotes  coimected  with  his  residenoe  at  Kiloolman^ 
impart  an  irresiatiUe  charm  to  the  rui,  and  to  the  ceontry  in  their 
Ticinity.  It  was  here  that  be  wrote  the  Fasry  Qoeen,  a  work 
esMMting  some  of  the  highest  powers  of  a  poetical  imaginatioo* 
Seresal  of  his  othet  poeps  were,  alao^  cempesed  at  this  plaoe> 
and  it  has  been  jostly  concluded  that  he  was  indebted  to  the 
nmgfabonittg  covntry  for  much  of  his  mral  imagery,  and  most  of 
his  allnsions  to  natural  scenery.*  At  Kilcdman  he  received,  in 
1589,  a  visit  from  Sir  Walter  Ralei|^,  who  had  also  obtained 
from  the  crown  a  large  grant  of  Irish  land.    In  "  Colin  Clout's 

*  PartkaUr  and  direct  allotioM  to  Uie  riTen,  moastaint,  aad  promt- 
■ent  poinU  of  scenary  in  the  noigbbourbood  of  Kilcolmaa,  will  be  foosd 
in  diferent  parts  of  (be  Faery  Queeo,  and  cbiefly  in  (he  sixth  canto  of  (hat 
|N>eoi.  Is  **  Mu(abUity"  be»  likewise,  celebrates  (he  barony  of  Feraioy^ 
or  Armoy,  under  (be  name  of  Armilla.  In  **  Colin  Clout's  come  home 
i^aia*'  the  pver  Mulls  it  made  a  conspicuous  objec(.    1(  is  observable 
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oooie  hone  agata/*  he  celebrates  thU  visits  and  detcpibcs 
Waher  ander  the  title  of ''  Shepherd  of  the  Ocean  :** 


>I  latQy  ai  was  my  trade. 


Under  the  foot  of  Mole,  that  mooDtain  bore  ; 
Keeping  my  sheep  amongit  the  cooly  shade 

Of  the  i^eeo  alders,  by  the  Malta's  shore. 
There  a  strange  diepherd  chaoncM  to  find  me  oat, 

Whedier  Bllnr'd  with  my  pipe's  deliglit, 
^hose  plsatiag  aopAd  yabrtlled  Csr  ab«iic« 

Or  thither  led  bj  chaoco,  1  know  not  right ; 
Whom  when  I  ask'd,  from  what  place  he  came  ? 

And  how  he  bight?— himself  he  did  ycleep, 
The  Shepherd  of  the  Ocean  by  name, 

Aed  said  be  cane  far  from  the  mais^ea  deep. 

However  favourable  Blight  be  the  retireaient  of  this  place  to 
the  iadalgeai^  of  poetical  specolatione,  it  is  too  evideat  tbat^ 
whea  the  niue  failed  to  bestow  an  air  of  roanmce  oa  the  ear- 
roanding  scenery,  Spencer  viewed  his  residence  in  Ireland  ae  a 
painfol  banishment.  The  reign  of  Elictibeth  was,  indeed,  t 
most  onfayonrable  junctore  for  a  poet,  ite  search  of  roral  peace,  to 
settle  in  this  island.  He  has  very  nneqaivocally  expressed,  in 
his  *'  View  of  the  State  of  Ireknd,*'  his  dislilce  of  the  people  snae^ 
whom  his  lot  was  cast.  Sach  antipathies  are  generally  matosl. 
We  have  often  had  occasion  to  notice  the  tenadtv  with  which  the 
peasants  of  this  oooncry  cherish,  either  sentiments  of  affection  or 

that  he  describes  Ireland  as  a  cosntry  dariviog  mvcb  of  its  pictarssqae 

attraction  from  wood^  a  well  as  from  its  nnmerous  streams : 

Whylomoy  when  Ireland  florished  in  fame 
Of  wealths  and  goodnesse,  far  above  the  rest 

Of  all  that  beare  the  British  Islands  name ; 
The  Gods  then  us^d  (for  pleasvre  and  for  rest) 
Oft  to  resort  thereto,  when  aeem'd  them  best : 

Bttt  none,  of  all,  therein  more  pleasure  found 
Then  Cynthi'a,  that  is  loveraine  Qneene  profest 

Of  woods  andforre$t*f  which  theroin  aftOHWif, 

Sprinkled  with  wholsom  waters,  more  then  moat  on  groad. 
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feeliags  of  atersion.  A  rtwent  pedtstrian  tomst  (Mr.  Trotter) 
who,  from  the  mode  of  his  travelliDg^  had  parttcolar  opportnnities 
of  mixing  with  the  peasantry  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kilcolmao, 
allirms  that ''  the  name  and  occupation  of  Spencer  are  handed 
down  traditionaUy  among  them^  but  that  they  seem  to  entertain 
uo  sentiments  of  respect,  or  affection^  for  bb  memory.'* 

Little  is  known  ooooeming  the  descendants  of  the  poet.  It  is 
said  by  Chahners,  that  **  two  sons  are  reported  to  have  snrvived 
him,  SylvanoB  and  Peregrine.  Sylvanos  married  EUen  Nangle, 
or  Nagle^  eldest  daughter  of  David  Nangle,  of  Moneanymy,  in 
the  county  of  Cork;  by  whom  he  had  two  sons^  Edmand  and 
William  Spencer.  His  other  son.  Peregrine,  also  married,  and 
fasd  a  son  IIug«^n,  who,  after  the  restoration  of  Charles  If,  was 
replaced,  by  the  Court  of  Claims,  in  as  much  of  the  lands  a« 
could  be  fovnd  to  have  been  his  ancestor's.  Hugolin  aitaehed 
himself  to  the  cause  of  James  II.,  and,  after .  the  revolution,  was 
out-lawed.  Some  tkne  after,  his  cousin  William,  tlie  son  of 
Syl vanus,  became  a  snitor  for  the  forfeited  {Nreperty ,  and  recovered 
it,  by  the  interest  of  Mr.  Montague,  afterwards  Barl  of  Halifkx, 
to  whom  he  had  bemi  introduced  by  Congreve." 

The  estate  has  long  since  passsd  away  from  the  Spencer 
family,  bat  it  is  said  that  a  lineal  descendant  and  namesake- *f 
the  poet  was  living,  about  thirty  years  badk»  at  Mallow.  U  is 
stated  by  Dr.  Smith,  that  when  he  compiled  his  work  on  this 
county,  an  original  portrait  of  Spencer  was  preserved  at  Castle 
Saffron,  near  Doneraiiei  but  this  curious  picture  is  now  gone 
fh>m  that  seat,  nor  does  the  owner  of  the  residence  know  where  it 
can  be  found. 

BuTTBVANT,  a  dccaycd  town,  seated  on  the  river  Awbeg,  was 
once  a  place  of  considerable  celebrity,  under  the  patronage  of  the 
Barry  family,  to  which  house  it  gives  the  title  of  viscount  in  the 
Irish  peerage.  Its  antient  name  is  said  to  have  been  Kilnemul' 
Ingh,  to  which  Spencer  alludes,  in  liis  poem  of  Colin  Clout : 

MulU,  the  daugbler  oM  Mole  to  hif  ht 

Tbe  Nymph  which  of  thai  water  coume  has  charge. 


430  hbaiitiss  or  ibmlavo. 

To  BaUav«Bt»  wlMre^  tpreadi^g  fiftrth  at  larno. 
It  fiveth  name  aato  that  aotient  cittie 
Which  KHnemuUah  cleped  U  of  old. 

Genenl  Vallancey,  with  a  sjNrit  of  refioomflnt  thai  adds  no 
credit  to  aotiqiiariaii  mvestigatioiis>  is  deairoas  of  dadaciflg  tbe 
etymology  of  Bsttevant  from  the  I]ido<»Scythiaii;  bat  ordinary 
inqnirers  fisd  no  dlficolty  in  attribatbg  it  to  the  genaine  Gallic 
Bmoeg-mNmi,  Push  forward !  which  ia  the  aiotto  of  the  Barrynore 
family,  and  is  said  to  have  been  ike  tronf  vsedhi  a  battlelaoght  ia 
this  neighbonrhood,  between  die  darrys  and  Mac  Carthya. 

The  Adatly  of  Barry  had  a  strong  caatk  hare^  and  they 
enridied  the  place  by  aeveral  monastic  foundations.  The  remaina 
of  these  baildings,  howerer,  oonatitnte  the  principal  niemorinla 
respecting  the  history  of  Battefant,  in  the  early  ages  <rf  Anglo* 
Norman  aaoendaacy .  The  chief  military  oTentiB,  on  reooid,  relate 
to  periods  comparatively  recent.  Sir  fieary  Sydney,  lord 
depaty  of  Ireland,  took  this  town  hova  the  Irish  in  1569 1  and,  in 
the  campaign  of  1691 ,  it  was  burnt  by  the  Eliglish, 

Battevant  is  now  reduced  to  the  character  of  a  mean  village  $ 
but  the  traces  of  wails,  by  which  it  was  fonneriy  saffreanded  and 
IbrtiAedj  are  still  apparent.  Among  its  hamble  tenements  sre 
seen,  in  moarnfal  and  impreasive  profaaion,  the  wredka  of  BK»n«a* 
teries  and  churches,  which  mnst  have  once  imparted  to  its  streets 
an  unusual  degree  of  eeeleaiastical  splendour. 

The  chief  ruin  ii  that  of  a  Af&nmtefj  for  Cmmemhud  Frmmt*- 
««•#,  fonnded  by  the  fandly  of  Barry  at  aa  unknown  date,  bat 
certainly  prior  to  the  year  1973.  The  remains  of  the  buildinga 
wet  still  of  some  extent;  but  a  handsome  and  well-ezecnted  square 

» 

tower,  which  rose  from  the  centre,  and  formed  their  principal 
feature,  fdl  down,  a  very  few  yean  since,  and  its  disjoioed 
auiterials  now  incumber  the  interior.  The  walls  of  the  choir  and 
nave,  together  with  various  dependent  parts  of  the  stmctore, 
are  standing,  and  display  many  traces  of  former  arcbitcctaral 
labours,  in  the  pointed  style  of  design. 

It  is  said  by  Smith  and  Archdall,  that  the  tomb  of  the 
founder,  David  de  Barry,  lord  chief  justice  of  Ireland,   nsnally 
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•tykd  tbe  firat  Vilcouit  oi  Battennl>  b  still  to  be  ieeh  in  th« 
choir^  oppoake  the  great  altar ;  bat  thii  jBomunent  ia  now  muti- 
lated^ and  the  fragments  are  of  no  interest.*  On  the  south  side 
of  the  nave  is  a  chapel,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  that 
contains  nnmerons  monoments  and  iaacriptbns,  several  of  which 
are  for  the  fimulies  of  Barrjr,  Fitigerald,  and  Bader.  Some 
**  remains  of  fine  puntingB  in  fresooj  on  the  waBs  of  this  monas- 
tery/' are  mentioned  by  Archdali  $  but  the  traces  now  visiUe  aie 
tut  from  bmng  entitled  to  the  commendation  bestowed  on  them  by 
that  writer.  Benei^  the  diancel  ia  a  crypt^  supported  by  a 
claster  of  pillars,  having  ornamented  capitals.  This  is  a  very 
nnusual  featureinthe  ecclesiastical  buildings  of  Ireland,  and  arises, 
in  the  present  instance,  from  a  pecnliarity  of  site,  the -chancel 
being  erected  on  the  bank  of  the  river  Awbeg.  At  the  entrance 
of  the  abbey  is  a  large  pil%  of  scalis  and  bones,  said  to  be  those 
of  persons  who  perished  at  the  battle  of  Knockinoss,  noticed  in  a 
previous  page. 

At  a  short  distance- from  the  abbey-lraildings,  towards  the 
north-west,  and  within  the  limits  of  the  burial  ground,  is  a  square 
tower,  which,  piobably,  was  used  as  a  place  of  security  for  the 
inmates  and  valuables  of  the  monasiery,  in  times  of  violence.  It 
is  traditionally  ssld  to  have  been  erected  by  an  Earl  of  Desmond, 
who  retired  hither. 

Near  the  abbey  are  some  unimportant  vestiges  of  a  building, 
thought  to  have  been  a  nunnery,  concerning  which  no  anthentie 
intelligenee  has  been  discovered. 

The  present  parocfaiai  church  is  a  modem  structure,t  but 
there  w4re  fMrmerlytwo  mere  churches  in  this  town,  one  dedicated 

*  A  modern  touriit  in  tbe  bouUi  of  Ireland  states  that  '*  tBe  vault  of 
David  de  Barry  being  recently  opened,  to  inter  a  descendant,  a  man,  who 
«r«nt  down  with  the  cofln,  described  the  interior  as  lined  with  the  flgnreft 
•f  different  lalnta,  the  name  engraven  under  each,  and  having  at  Iha  epper 
end  a  tablet,  on  which  was  a  long  inscription**' — Researches  in  the  South 
of  Ireland,  p.  1 14. 

f  Over  tbe  church  door  is  an  inscription,  importing  that  tbe  steeple 
was  erected  in  tbe  year  1806.  In  tbe  church  is  a  monumental  inscriptioUf 
of  considerable  length,  to  the  family  of  fVatkins^  of  Balymee  and  Water* 
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to  St.  Bridget,  and  the  otker  to  the  Virgin  Mary»  both  of  winch 
stood  in  one  chnich^yard. 

Here  is  a  free^school,  founded  by  Frances  Lady  Laneaboroogh^ 
sixth  daughter  to  Riehard>  Earl  of  Dorset. 

On  the  banks  of  the  river  Awbeg,  to  the  east  of  the  town,  is 
Coitle  Barry,  a  former  defensible  residence  of  the  fiunily  after 
whom  it  is  named.  This  building  occupies  a  bold  and  rocky  .site, 
but  does  not  appear  to  have  been  of  eminent  strength  or  magnitude. 
Within  the  court  a  modern  house  was  erected,  eariy  in  the  last  cen- 
tury. This  estate  was  purchased  from  Richard,  Earl  of  Batrymore^ 
by  the  late  John  Anderson,  Esq.  of  Fermoy,  who  repaired  a  part 
of  the  castle  buildings,  but  without  any  attention  to  their  former 
architectural  character. 

At  the  distance  of  about  one  mile  from  Buttevant,  are  the 
remains  of  the  Paioay  or  Ballyubo,  founded  by  Philip  de  Barry, 
about  the  year  1929,  for  canons  regular  following  the  rale  of  St. 
Angttstio,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Thomas,  This  priory  possessed 
lands  to  the  extent  of  8060  Irish  acres,  besides  valuable  tithes. 
In  the  church  was  erected  an  equestrian  statue  of  the  founder, 
executed  in  brass.  The  ruins  shew  the  buildings  to  have  been  large, 
but  there  are  no  traces  of  architectural  beauty  to  be  di6covered« 

DodfBBAiLB,  seated  on  the  river  Awbeg^  at  the  distance  of 
rather  more  than  three  miles  from  Buttevant,  depends  for  its 
interest  with  the  visiter  on  the  contiguous  mansion  bekmging  to 
the  ennobled  family  of  St  Leger.  The  village,  though  agieeaUy 
situated,  and  containing  some  respectable  houses,  is  not  remarkable 
for  beauty.  The  church  is  a  commodious  and  eligible  building, 
completed  in  1816,  with  the  aid  of  2000/.  lent  by  the  Board  of  First 
Fruits.*    A  grant  for  a  weekly  market  at  Doneratle  was  procured 

park.     In  the  church-yard,  amon^  other  funeral -memorials,  are  ie  vera  I 
to  the  (kmiliea  of  Norcott  {  Blood ;  Crofts ;  Harrin ;  and  Bnnwortb. 

•  The  chi^h  of  Doneraile  wai  ftrtt  bnilt  by  Sir  William  St.  Leger,  io 
16S8|  but  that  fabric,  together  with  the  principal  part  of  the  town,  was 
burned  by  the  Irish  in  1645.  It  was  reballt  by  Arthur,  Lord  Doneraflp, 
in  1726. 
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by  Sir  WilliMi  St.  Legw,  to  1634;  but  the  alarlcet  has  long  ttnce 
feUmi  nHo  dtnae.  In  1<^9|  a  pateat  was  obtained^  ipraatiiig  Ihat 
Che  fraehirfdera  of  the  same  town  aheutd  retnra  harnesses  to 
parHament ;  and  thie  nomiaal  priWkge  they  possessed  nntil  the 
date  of  the  Union. 

Doaeraik  has  foraied  the  seat  of  die  St.  Ledger  ftuntly,  since 
the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  oentary >  at  which  time  Sir  Wiflian 
St.  JLsger  held  here  Ins  eonrt  of  presidency  for  the  province  of 
ifnnater.  Few  Aimilies  have  risen  to  weiMi  and  honoars^  tfarongfa 
serfiilg  the  state  in  Ireland,  with  more  cbdms  on  the  esteem  of 
posterity.  Sir  Anthony  St.  Leger,  lord  deputy  in  the  r^gns  of 
Heary  Vltl.,  Edward  VI.>  and  Mary,  waa  one  of  the  wisest  and 
most  osefttl  governors  pknoed  over  this  coantry  in  the  sitteenth 
centory «  His  grandson ,  Sir  William,  was  app<»nted  lord  president 
of  Mnnster,  by  Charles  i.,  in  16i7»  and  exercised,  with  fidelity 
and  moderation,  the  duties  of  this  high  o£ke>  in  times  peculiarly 
tryiag.  The  rebellion  of  1641  called  into  active  exercise  his 
talents,  as  a  staliMunan  and  a  soldier.  He  reodeied  imp<«taDt 
service  in  both  capacities;  but  his  grolring  infirmities  would  not 
enable  him  long  to  snstain  the  hardships  and  anxieties  to  which 
he  was  then  exposed,  and  he  died  in  July,  164d.  Arthur  St. 
liSger,  hb  descendant,  was  created,  in  170d»  Baron  dl  Kilmaydon 
and  Viscount  Doneraile.  The  titles  became  extinct  in  1767, 
through  failure  of  male  issue;  but  St.  Leger  Aldworth,  Esq. 
descended  from  a  female  branch  of  the  St.  Leger  family,  assumed 
the  name  and  arms  of  St.  Leger,  and  was  created  baron  Doaeraile, 
of  Doneraile,  in  1776,  and  viscount  of  the  same  in  1786. 

Near  the  present  bridge  of  Doneraile  stood,  formerly,  a  massive 
buiUiag,  by  some  writers  denominated  a  eastle,  in  which  Sir 
William  St.  Leger  held  his  presidency  court.  This  spot  will 
scarcely  be  viewed  without  a  train  of  recollections,  and  much 
exerdse  of  the  fancy,  concerning  the  momentous  transactions  of 
past  days.  Near  the  court  was  the  dwelling  of  the  president, 
which  was  burned  by  the  Irish,  in  the  year  1645. 

The  present  seat  of  lord  Doneraile  is  a  large  and  handsome 
building,  utnated  in  a  parlc  of  great  extent  and  beauty.     The 
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hoote  is  placed  on  mifig  grovnd,  Mkd  commiiids  a  Am  ^MmO'f^Axm, 
tn  Which  the  river  Awhtg,  which  wiad*  tkibagh  this  demesne, 
cbnstitutes  a  principal  feiiture.  There  is,  atoo,  an  caUiouve  tnee 
of  artifidal  water,  and  the  whole  of  the  groniids  are  ewMnd  wA 
a  profosion  of  wood,  truly  ornamental  in  growth  and  amof 
The  surface  is  varied  by  fine  and  gracefol  sw^ls;  and  i 
spreads  of  lawn  appear  to  be  of  Telretty  softness .  Ahhoi^ 
poDttds,  Kke  those  at  Castle  Martyr,  are  desliMe  of  grand 
commanding  ofajeds,  witfa  tiie  exception  of-  their  Tenerable 
alone,  tiiey  are  of  a  stronger  eharacter  than  those,  and  are  dendoAy 
more  pleasing,  as  the;  evince  less  obnons  effiMts  of  art-^* 

The  viUage  of  CASVLnTOWN  Roohe  is  situated  vpon  the  tiddly- 
wooded  pide  of  a  rocky  hill,  that  overhangs  the  river  never  viewed 
by  as  without  an  em^on  of  melancholy  pleasure,— the  ^*  gentie 
Mulla'*  of  Spencer,  bttt  the  Awb^  of  prosaic  writers.  The 
village  has  little  todetain  the  examiner  5  but,  seated  nearthe  sBmnut 
of  the  eminence,  is  a  massy  square  tower,  forming  the  renmins  of 
a  castle,  long  inhabited  in  baronial  q>lendour,  by  the  family  of 
Roche,  viscounts  Fermoy. 


*  It  Is  a  ckrcamitaace  partlciilariy  gratifyiBf ,  hi  IIm  ditposal  ef  i 
pleasarcHgroandtt  (haty  where  eztruieoiia  embellisfanettte  are  latrodaoadt 
the  statnei  and  templea,  fashloaable  a  century  af o,  fWe  place  f  buiMugi 
of  the  simplest  kind,  and,  generally,  to  such  as  have  a  rural  allusion.  Hie 
Irish  excel  in  such  tasteful  introductions,  as  may  be  instanced  by  severai 
parts  of  the  demesne  at  Doneraile.  A  cottage  commanding  fine  syWan 
views,  has  been  noticed,  in  terms  of  admiration,  by  every  tourist  Aat  has 
visited  tills  place.  Vhe  romantle  wUdness  of  Mr.  Trotter**  genioa  was 
wallosnited  i%  this  tnlyecl,  and  ws  pretant  his  ardeataiid  flowery  descr^ 
tion. — *'  The  cottage  is  sitoaled  on  a  small  islaad^  rof  ad  wbick  flowai 
with  melodious  gurgling,  Spencer's  **  Mulla.*'  It  is  shaded  by  sone  aohJe 
ash  trees,  that  bend  over  the  sacred  stream,  which  poetry  has  consecrated 
to  distant  time.  The  cottage  is  environed  by  a  garden  of  sweets  and  ever- 
greens, and  designed  in  the  chastest  rural  style.  Tlie  interior  connsts  of 
a  very  elegant  aad  commodious  apartment,  where  the  harp  may  pour  its 
trembling  notes  along  the  MilUa*s  responsive  waves."  Walks  tkf««gh 
Ireland,  p.  296. 
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One  «#  the  moot  alrikuiig  passages  i»  the  aanals  of  this  castle, 
reklestb  thewardnnder'Eliaabetli. — Lord  Bodie^  falling  under 
sMpiefen  ef  4iaioyalty,  in  the  year  IB90,  the  milUary  commander 
statkodlatOork,  ordered  Gaj^tts  (afterwards  Sir  Walter)  Raleigh^ 
to  seiaa  tbs*  noUemm  and  hii  lady,  and  eonvey  Ihem  directly  to 
head  qvarters.  Raleigh  qnitt^  Cork,  with  ahont  ninety  men, 
Si^  tea  o'doek  at  night>  chd  teaehed  Castle  Riscbe  in  safrty; 
nlthoofh  the  seneschal  of  Iraoktily  (an  aid  oj^nent  and  persoaal 
mmmtf  of  Raleigh)  hamhg  notice  of  this  design>  had  aasembled 
aevend hnndredrmen,  for  the  poipos&of  Miteroi|ilaQg  him;  either 
in  Us  march  or  oh  his  return. 

Raleigh  anired  at  an  early  hoor  of  the  morning,  aM  maicfaed 

difociljfiip  thehBl  to  the  entrance  wi  the  oastle*    The  neighs 

bonring  peasants    flew  to   asms;  hnt^    hating  drawn  up  has 

small  force,  he  took  with  him  his  attached  adherent,  Nicholas 

Wright^    and  five  others,    and    demanded    admittance.     With 

some  difficnlty,  he  and  his  six  attendants  entered;  and,  after  he 

had  introduced  himself  to  Lord  Roche,  he  contrived,  by  degrees,  to 

collect  more  of  his  mfin,  some  of  whom  he  directed  to  guard  thi 

iron  gate  of  the  court  lodge,  and  suffer  no  man  to  pass.     Others 

he  placed  in  the  hall>  with  their  arms  ready.     With  constrained 

politeness.  Lord  Roche  begged  his  company  to  dinner ;  and,  after 

the  repast,  Raleigh  explained  the  object  of  his  visit,    llie  baron 

demurred,  and  at  length  positively  refused  to  move.    But,  when 

informed  that  force  must  be  uded  if  he  persisted  in  such  a  refusal, 

he  yieldedj  and  the  whole  party  set  forward.'    The  night  proved 

dark  and  stormy,  with  torrents  of  rain ;  and  th^ir  road  was,  in 

many  places,  rocky  and  dangerous.     But  the  gloom  of  the  season, 

and  aoises  of  the  tempest,  preserved  thein  from  wor^e  perils. 

They  eladed  the  seneschal  and  his  armed  numbers,  and  reached 

Cdrk  by  break  of  day.     It  was  subsequently  proved  thai  Lord 

Rdche  was  innocent  t>f  the  treachery  with  which  he  waa  charged  3 

bat  for  the  rashness  of  the  smsare  Raleigh  was  by  ne  mcadE 

accountable,  as  he  had  merely  obeyed  the  command  of  a  snperbr 

oficer. 

fp2 
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Tlie  family  of  Roche  waa  less  fortanafee  in  the  dvil  wmn  wUch 
commenced  in  1^1 .  In  those  Umes  of  tronble,  Manrioe,  Lard 
Roche,  was  attainted,  and  forfdted  his  estates.  In  1649,  UaUy 
bravely  defended  this  castle  for  some  days,  bat  was  oOD|Niled  to 
surrender,  in  conseqnence  of  the  destructive  fire  from  a  battery, 
erected  by  the  assailants  on  a  field  upon  the  Opposite  side  of  the 
river,  still  termed  the  camp-field.  Notwithstanding  ak  acdent 
personal,  as  well  as  political,  attachment  evinced  by  Lord  Roche 
to  Charles  II.  it  is  known  that  he,  with  his  lady  and  six  duldraB* 
depended  for  subsistence,  at  a  dme  subsequent  to  the  resteratioa, 
on  the  bounty  of  their  friends.  The  late  Sir  Boyle  Roche,  many 
years  a  member  of  the  Irish  parliament,  in  which  he  was  In^cronsly 
eminent  for  his  continual  blnnders,  was  supposed  to  be  the  next 
of  kin  to  the  last  viscount  Fermoy. 

At  Bridos-town,  seated  near  the  confluence  of  the  Blackwater 
and  the  Awbeg,  are  the  renudns  of  an  abbey^  founded  by  the  Roche 
family  for  regular  canons  of  the  order  of  St.  Augustine.  These 
ruins  possess  little  architectural  interest,  and  consist  chiefly  of  the 
vestiges  of  the  abbey-church,  together  with  those  of  an  attached 
chapel.  The .  cloisters,  and  the  ontlines  of  a  room  thought  to 
have  been  the  refectory,  may  also'be  traced.  Many  of  the  Roche 
family  were  here  interred,  and  two  of  their  monuments  are  still 
discernible.  One  of  these  is  situated  near  the  former  site  of  the 
high  altar,  and  is,  consequently,  saj^iKMed  to  be  that  of  the  founder. 
Among  some  rude  ornaments  on  this  monument,  is  a  shield,  charged 
with  one  fish;  but  no  inscription  is  now  to  be  seen.  The  second 
monument  of  the  Roches  is  in  the  adjoining  chspel,  and  is  merely 
inscribed  A.  D.  1634.  Tbbobald  Roch.  Several  architectural 
fragments,  dispersed  over  the  ground,  prove  that  the  interior  was 
once  abundantly,  if  not  richly,  ornamented.^ 

The  straggling  and  mean  town  of  KiLWoaTH,  is  situated  at  the 
fool  of  Ae  bleak  tract>  usuallydenominated  the  Kilwoith  mountain. 

*  Soiae  good  wood-cots,  repreientiDif  leforal  of  these  architectord 
Tostlges,  and  four  aotiont  monnmental  stones,  are  given  in  Mr.  Crokor^ 
**  Researciie«  in  Uio  Sooth  of  Ireland.*' 
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The  town  is  witered  by  the  Doeglus^  which  here  &Ut  into  the 
Foneheoo ;  aad  the  muted  men  join  the  Bleekwater^  after  a  pro* 
greas  of  abont  one  mile.  This  place  givea  the  title  of  baron  to 
the  family  of  Moore,  Earl  of  Monntcaaheil,  wbo«e  fine  demesne, 
termed  Moons  Pabk,  adjoins  the  town.  It  is  mentioned  in  the 
pedigree  of  the  family,  that  this  estato  was  pnrchaaed,  in  the  year 
1694,  by  Stephen  Moore,  Esq.,  ancestor  of  the  present  Lord 
Movntcashell, .  for  the  sam  of  5500/.,  of  Henry  Fleetwood,  Esq. 
The  boose  is  commodious  rather  than  elegant,  in  an  architectnral 
poiot  of  view.  The  park  and  groands  are  extremely  fine,  and 
acqnire  manydiarms  of  scenery  from  the  flow  of  the  river Fandieon, 
which  here  parsoes  a  winding  course  through  a  channel  skirted  by 
limestone  rocks,  often  adorned  with  wood,  and  producing  a  great 
variety  of  beautiful  forms. 

Within  the  demesne  of  the  Earl  of  Mounteashell,  stands  the 
antient  Gastlh  or  CLooLUAoa,  placed  in  a  eomma^diilg  situation, 
flear  the  eonflox  of  the  Fundieon  and  Aragtin.  This  waa.a  4»stle 
of  the  Condons.  Patrick  Condon,  of  Clogleagh,  having  been 
actively  engaged  in  Desmond's  rebellion  of  1588>  forfeited  his 
estate.  A  considerable  part,  however,  (including,  we  presume, 
the  demesne  at  present  termed  Moore  Park)  was  restored  to  him. 
'But  we  find  it  to  have  been,  soon  after,  in  the  possesion  of  an 
English  fomily.  8ir  Richard  Fleetwood  was  proprietor  in  1641  $ 
but,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  dvil  war,  the  old  pn^iietor, 
Condon,  was  reinateted  in  this  castle,  through  the  means,  as  is 
said,  of  Arthur  Hyde^  of  Castle  Hyde.  He  fortified  and  garrisoned 
Clogleagh  for  the  royal  cause;  but,  on  the  SSrd  July,  1649^  the 
castle  yielded  to  a  force  under  Lord  Barrymore.  It  WM  aoon 
after  retaken  by  Comdon  $  bat  was  besieged,  a  second  tfOM,  in 
1643,  by  Sir  Charles  VavaaouTj  and,  after  a  gallant,  resistaneej 
was  taken  by  storm.  In  the  absence  of  Vavasour,  the  garrison, 
men,  women,  and  children,  were  massacred  by  the  soldiery! 

Near  the  junction  of  the  Puncheon  and  Blackwater  is  Ca^by^u 
ViLLii,  the  seat  of  Peter  Carey,  Esq. 
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MiTCBBUTOWN^  Attoot  frooi  Hlirortii  three  mULm,  ^mtt&B 
febe  portk^  had  few  daims  oil  eonsidefetioii,  entil  iiiipeeve4>  wUibia 
die  Isat  half  ceBtoiy^  by  the  £uiUy  of  King,  Ead  of  Kiagetoa,  ks 
proprietors  and  patron^.  Under  the  eare  of  tine  noble  huttj,  it 
aour  weara^  in  its  priocipal  parts^  an  air  of  raspeetabBttty,  but  ia 
slill.a  place  of  little  trfide  or  ispoitance.  The  ehnneh  is  a  band- 
soese  new  bvUdSog^  erected  chiefly  thnmgh  the  mmificcgit  aid  of 
Lady  Kingston^  who,  dso,  bestowed  on  it  a  fine  aerfhe  of  nlver, 
doobly  gi]t>  l&r  tihe  nse  of  the  oommnnion-taMe.  Tlie  Romaa 
Catholic  Chapel  is^  likewiee^  a  handsome  building.  The  groand 
for  this  strac^re  was  given^  and>  we  b^ere,  the  expense  of  the 
bsfMiag  partly  defrayed,  by  the  l«te  Lord  Kingston. 

An  Hospital^  termed  the  Coltege  of  M^chehtowng  was  founded 
by  the  Kingston  family,  for  the  comfortable  maialenaaee  of  twdve 
decayed  gentlemen,  and  the  same  number  of  gentlewomen,  the 
latter  of  whom  have  been  recently  increased  to  sixteen.  Each 
inmate  has  a  small  house  and  gutlen,  afid  an  annual  salary  of  40/. 
plod  quarterly.  A  obapel  appertains  to  this  estaMfshment,  and 
the  chaplain  has  a  eakry  of  190/.  per  annum,  with  a  good 
house  and  garden. 

Sereral  schools  have  been  instituted  by  Lady  Kingston, 
together  with  a  Tillage  library,  and  some  other  judidous  esta- 
blishments for  ameKonndng  the  condition  of  the  poor.  Among 
these  we  must  not  omit  to  notice  public  shops,  for  the  sale  of  the 
neeessarief  of  life,  on  prompt 'payment,  at  wholesale  prices.  We 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  sncoessfol  prosecution 
of  a  similv  plan  for  rescuing  the  humble  parts  of  society  from  the 
rapacity  of  petty  dealers,  and  from  the  temptation  of  incurring 
debts,  under  the  auspices  of  Dr.  Barrington,  bishop  of  Durham, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  lordship's  seat  at  Mongewell,  in 
Ottfoidshire,  and  we  tUdc  that  it  cannot  be  too  warmly 
recommended  to  frequent  adoption. 

Dr.  Smith  says  that  there  was  formerly  a  round  or  pillar  tower, 
which  stood  30yards  from  thesouth- west  angle  of  the  formerchurch, 
and  which  fell  to  the  ground  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century.     He  adds  that  the  building  was  attributed  to  St.  Fma- 
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chaiij  whose  feftival  is  kept  bere  on  t|ie  95th  of  No^eaber.  As 
aa  instwioe  of  longevity^  it  may  be  mentioned  that  John  NewelW 
gran4e^ef  .ThoQM  Perr^  died  at  Mitchelstown«  at  the  age  of 
127  yean.  It  nay  be>  likeKiaoj  noti6ed«  ae.  another  memorable 
iaataaoe  of  lengthened  life  in  the  Pair  fhmily,  that  Catharine  Paro 
great^^randdanghter  of  Thomas^  died  in  Skiddy'a  Almahonsee^ 
Cork>  ui  17m>.  aged  1Q8  yeara. 

The  mansion  of  the  Kingsborongb  fiunily  is  oontignons  to  the 
towPj  and  is  a  spacioas  stracUtfOj  finely  situated  on  an  eminence 
commanding  a  grand  display  of  moantain  scenery.  It  was  erected 
by  Robert  Lord  Kingsborongb,  afterwards  second  earl  of  King- 
ston^ about  the  year  1778.  Bat,  since  our  inspection  of  this 
neighbourhood,  the  design  of  a  new  mansion  has  been  formed  by 
the  Earl  of  Kingston,  the  site  of  which,  we  believe,  is  not  to  be 
far  distant  from  that  of  the  present  house. 

The  pleasure-grounds  and  gardeus  are  rery  fine,  and  the  whde 
of  this  noble  demesne  contains  not  less  than  1300  English  acres, 
enclosed  with  a  wall,  ten  feet  in  height.  Large  plantations  were 
made  by  Lord  Kin^borougb,  when  he  erected  the  house,  and 
the  whole  of  the  grounds  are  much  indebted  to  the  improvements 
then  effected. 

Sir  John  King,  Bart,  progenitor  of  the  Kingsborongb  and 
Lorton  families,  married  Catharine,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir 
William  Fenton  j  and  on  the  decease  of  Sir  William,  in  1666,  he 
acceded,  in  right  of  his  wife,  to  the  fine  and  extensive  lordship 
of  Mttchelstowa. 

l^thin  the  demesne  of  the  Earl  of  Kingston  is  one  of  the  most 
curious  natural  caves  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  Ireland/  and  which 
has  been  thought,  by  some  examiners,  to  be  of  superior  interest 
to  the  &r-&med  cavern  of  the  Peak,  in  Derbyshire*  It  is  termed 
Sieeiemrmk^,  and  is  situated  near  theroad  between  Mitchelstown 
and  Cahir.* 

*  Mr.  Arthur  Yoaag,  who  p«tied»  we  believe,  oeurly  a  twelvemoolh 
at  MitchrittowD,  engaged  in  the  mnnageineat  of  the  estate  belonging  to 
the  Kingston  fenily,  deseended  into  this  caveri\  several  tines,  and  has 
left  the  following  account  of  one  of  these  subterranean  investigatioBs: 
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One  mlleffom  Milchel8lowa«  Xowst6§ihew9A,  stattdit^ 
Castls  op  CABiRDEmv,  feo  which  we  hare  aUuded  in  oar  aeetaat 
of  Castle  Hyde.  The  baildiag  la  placed  on  a  hilV  mmI  foma  a 
promiDent  object  in  the  Tiewt  from  nest  parte  of  the  neigiiheaiiiig 
^soantry.  It  ia  said  by  Sauth  aad  Seward  tiMfc  this  eaatle  was 
/ormerly  a  liistQjBss  beloagiag  to  the  Roche  laadly  i  hat  aodi  aa 
assertion  is  decidedly  enroaeona^  as  the  Condone  were  the  aatieBt 
proprietors.  Richard  Fita  PiersCondonj  saraaBMdNy«Oaharradi« 
of  Cuherdrmjf,  was  attainted  under  the  sweeping  act  of  the  tttfa 
ofCliaabeth. 


CaAELEYiLLSj  Situated  near  the  northera  extremity  of 
oQQutyx  is  a  small  and  humble  town^  but  aconside^ble^  thoroaghp 
fare,  as  it  stands  upon  the  great  road,  le^iag  from  Cork  ta 
Limerick.  This  place  is  entirely  indebted^  for  some  share  of  past 
celebrity,  to  the  patronage  of  Roger  Lord  Broghill,  first  Earl  of 
Orrery,  who  held  here  his  court,  as  Lord  President  of  Monster. 

'*  The  opediof  to  the  cavs  Is  a  cleft  of  rock  ia  a  Hmeitbae  hill,  io  uurow 
•as  to  he  diftcolt  to  get  into  it.    I  deftceaded  by  a  Jaiider  of  ahoat  tweaty 
atepa,  and  then  foaod  mjielf  in  a  vanlt,  of  100  ftetloag,  and  SO  er  60 
hifh.    A  BDiall  hole,  on  the  left,  leads  from  this  a  ffindiag  coarse  ef, 
I  believe,  not  less  than  half  an  Irish  mile,  exhibitioc  a  variety  thatstmcfc 
me  much.     In  some  places  the  cavity  in  the  rock  is  so  large,  that,  whea 
well  lighted  op  by  candles,  it  takes  the  appearance  of  avaalted  cathedral, 
avpported  by  massy  colamas.    The  walls,  celling,  aoor,  and  pillars  are, 
by  turns,  composed  of  every  fkatastlc  form-;  and  altea  of  very  beaatIM 
incrustations  of  spar,  some  of  which  glitters  so  much  that  U  seams  powdered 
with  diamonds,  and  in  others  the  ceiling  is  formed  of  that  sort  which  bas  ss 
near  a  resemblance  to  a  cauliflower.    The  spar  formed  into  columns  hy 
the  dropping  of  water,  has  taken  some  Tery  regular  forms  (  bat  others  are 
different,  folded  In  plaits  of  tight  drapery,  which  hang  from  their  snpport 
•in  a  Tery  pleasing  manner.    The  angles  of  the  walls  seem  ftiaged  with 
iaicles.    One  very  loag  hraach  of  Ibe  eave,  wbicb  tarns  to  tba  aottb,  is, 
in  some  places,  so  narrow  and  low,  that  oae  crawls  into  it,  wben  Itsodk 
denly  breaks  into  large  vaolted  spaces.  In  a  tbonsand  forms.    The  spar, 
in  all  this  cave,  is  very  brilHant,'and  almost  eqoal  to  Bristol  stone.    Fer 
several  handred  yards  in  the  larger  branch,  there  is  a  deep  water  at  the 
bottom  of  the  declivity  to  the  right,  which  the  common  people  call  the 
river.*'     VoungyToar,  vol.  ii.  pp.  aia<.^iSO, 
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Tke  fame  was  arigioaUy  Ruihg^gtm^  wl^h  thai  noM^fmni  diaBged 
totlw  i»f60«Dt  appeBflltoii,  Mmmm  it  was  "  a  Iveathe&ish  name." 
'  The  kMPd  {Hreaideiit  coameiieed  at  GharlevUle^  in  theyear  IMl , 
a  naosioo^  said  ta  haTe  lM«a  of  a  magniieent  charactor.  Tlie 
completion  of  this  stmctore  was  one  of  the  last  objects  tbat  amused 
faia  decttning  years,  and,  unfertanately,  the  bnildbg  did  not  long 
aarfiTeita  eminent  founder.  In  1(190,  the  Doke  of  Berwidc, 
•  auvcUng  throogli  this  part  of  the  conntry,  at  the  head  of  some 
•oldiery  in  the  interest  of  James  IL  halted  here,  and  dined  in  the 
house  of  the  late  president  and  bitter  enemy  of  the  "  old  religion.* ' 
When  the  banquet  was  ended,  his  followers  set  fire  to  the  man- 
sion, and  it  was  speedily  burned  to  the  ground. "* 

In  this  town  the  same  Lord  Orrery  endowed  a  firee-schik>l ; 
and  his  descendant,  the  fifth  Earl  of  Orrery,  founded  here  a  dmrter 
working-school,  which  was  opened  in  1748,  and  still  exists. 
The  first  earl  also  erected  the  parochial  church.  In  the  year  1669, 
he  procured  a  charter  of  incorporation  for  Charleville^  and,  at 
the  same  time,  the  town  and  knds  of  Bsoghill,  a  part  of  Rath- 
gegan,  and  other  lands  in  this  neighbourhood,  esCenfinginto  ttie 
county  of  Limerick,  were  erected  into  a  manor,  to  be  caHed  the 
manor  of  CharleviUe,  with  liberty  for  the  earl  to  use  800  acres 
as  a  domsin,  and  to  fortify  Ids  residence. 

This  town  is  now  a  regular  station  of  military.  Like  the 
neighbouring  town  of  Buttevant  it  is  defident  in  fuel,  a  cbcum- 
etance  that  must  necessarily  present  it  firom  eyer  beeomniga 
place  of  great  population  and  trade, 

*  This  was,  aasttredly,  a  mean  and  repraheutible  act  of  party  ven- 
feaace,  hat«  as  eartalnly*  little  fovoir  tealdha  aspected  from  a  comaandar 
of  «ha  Daka  of  BarwickTs  j^ciptes,  whara  pvaparty  of  tha  bigolad  bard 
Omry  was  coacof  nad.  In  m.iattar  to  tha  Dako  of  Onaoada,  ralatiaf  to 
the  improvament  of  bis  now  town  of  Charlavtilai  his  lordship  observes, 
^'  I  admit  neither  presb  jter,  papist,  independent,  nor,  as  our  proclassation 
says,  any  other  sort  of  fanatic  to  plant  there  t  bat  all  good  pratesUnts.** 
Such  was  the  spirit  that  Lord  Orrery  issbibed  fross  his  fiMher,  Richard  Earl 
of  Cork,  who  had  foand  it,  «a  shoaM  apprehend,  mora  eondnciva  to  per- 
sonal profit  than  to  pablic  Iran^oUlity. 
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B^iiMiub>  to.  tifae  west  of  dnrimlk,  whiek  givai  tfai  title 
of  huvi,  in  the  Irish  peerage,  to  tte  iueily  of  Bejk^  Earl  of 
Coik.  aad  Orrery,  vm  e  cestle  eftd  eetete  of  the  FitifenJ^. 
The  tide  ms  firet  beetowed  is  the  jreer  lOgt  on  R<«er  Bojie, 
third  eon  of  Ucherd,  first  Earl  of  Cork. 

LnoiBBoiit  a  small  village,  to  the  aeath-waet  of  Charlmtte, 
if  readered  of  some  ipterest  by  the  raias  of  its  oeitle,  a  hwildiaf 
eonaectad  with  seroial  importaat  passages  of  history.  The  Caatts 
of  Liscanrol  was  erected  sooa  after  the  eotry  of  the  Aaglo-Nor* 
Biaasv  bat  waa  mndi  altered  ia  subsequent  years,  aod  bdoaged 
for  many  ages  to  the  Barrys^  fipem  whom  it  passed  to  the  Percofsl 
&mily.  Ia  the  dril  wars  whidi  commeaoed  in  1641,  tUa  coasti- 
tated  one  of  a  line  of  fortresses,  garrisoned  and  defeaded  by  Sir 
Philip.  Perceval,  for  the  defence  of  his  Mnnater  property.  Ia 
Angnst,  1648,  Liscarrol  was  besieged  by  an  Irish  army,  reported 
lo  have  been  7000  strong.  Sir  Philip  had  sarroanded  die  oastle 
by  a  strong  covert  way^  and  other  devioea  of  modem  fortihcadoa, 
wJdoh.enabled  the  ganrisea  to  amaatala  a  suooeaaliil  seaistaaoe  for 
thirteen  days ;  and  at  last  they  were  allowed  to  sarreader  apea 
honourable  oonditkms. 

On  September  Srd  (the  day  followiag  the  surrender  of  the 
castle)  Lord  Indiiqaia  s^peared  at  Liscarrol,  with  an  army  ia 
laroar  of  the  garrison,  said  to  have  coasisted  of  no  more  than 
9000  foot  and  400  horse.  A  balde  easaed,  which  was  fought  ia 
a  tract  to  the  west  of  the  castle.  In  the  Iridi  army  were  Lords 
Mountgarret,  Roche,  Mnskery,  and  several  other  noblemen. 
Amongst  distinguished  persons  on  the  English  side,  may  be 
named,  besides  the  commander.  Lord  Inchiqaia,  the  Lordi 
Barrymoro,  Doagarvaa,  Ktaalaieaky,  and  BrogtuH,  with  Mr« 
Francis  Boyle^  afterwards  Lord  Shannon.  Thus,  the  Eari  of 
Cork  had  four  sons  in  this  engagement.  A  victory  was  gained 
by  the  English,  with  the  loss  of  Lord  Kinalmeaky,  who  fell  in 
the  action.  Mr.  Boylp,  then  a  youth  of  nineteen,  very  gallaatly 
broogfatoff  the  body  of  his  brother,  at  the  iauaiaent  haaardofhis 
own  life. 
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^IMs  oflilk  was  A  8«eoB4  diM  bemgeAl^y  tlw  Irish,  in  1M6. 
!%•  asslttbttto  were  eomaMoided  by  Lord  GtsUebairaa  $  and  the 
ganlsoB,  as  was  thsvght  «ifiagh  traaahsry  rather  than  cowardice* 
snrreiidered  without  firing  a  shot.  In  1660,  it  was  retaken 
from  the  Irish,  hy  ttr  Hardrm  Waller. 

The  gropmd  pka  of  the  caiftle  is  sn  eUoeg  squre,  «m1  the 
eetwaed  walls  were  tanked  by  six  lefty  towers,  two  of  whiob 
ipsve  square  and  foor  cirsDlar.  The  ferlrsss  was  dtsuMntMhy 
WaUsr,  and,  after  that  event.  It  progresslTeiy  sank  in  a  state  of 
decay. 

KAifrenn  is  a  snail  hit  thitfing  tewn,  sitaaled  near  the 
cenfloenoe  of  the  Alfe  (osMnnked  by  Speneer)  aid  theDallva. 
Wool««oiBi>iag,  and  the  manoAuitan  of  asrge,  are  here  carried 
on,  aiaoh  lo  the  bene&t  of  the  inhabitants,  and  m  aettve  oeDi«^ 
flMsdal  spirit  appesvs  very  generally  to  prevnii*  This  place,  and 
aceotignoos  tract  of  conndy,  oenslitntlng  lihe  present  baroay  ef 
Dofaallew,  fonoecly  bsleiipped  to  n  branch  of  the  Mac  Cartys, 
tanned  Mac  I>enoegh.  Kantark  wis  tiie  prSndpd  rertdence  of 
the  chief  of  this  sept,  who  lived  in  coasidevsMe  splendonr,  and 
is  styled,  in  several  old  chronicles,  **  PHnee  of  Dahallow.*'  In 
the  reign  of  EHsabeth,  Mac  Donongh  erected,  at  this  place,  thd 
bailding  known  by  the  name  of  Kaniurk  C^iie,  which,  however, 
is  rather  a  fortified  house  than  a  castle.  The  design  is  an  oblong, 
190  feet  in  length  by  80  in  breadth,  flanked  at  each  angle  with  a 
square  and  embattled  tower,  defensible  agunst  sndden  assault, 
bnt  not  calculated  to  withstand  a  regular  siege. 

The  main  bailding  was  four  stories  in  height^  and  the  towers 
ft«eeteries.  The  windows  were  numerovs  bnt  smaU,  and  the 
Iirame8,er  window-cases,  were  of  hewn  stone,  as  were  also  the 
coignes  and  battlements.  This  was,  undoubtedly,  the  finest 
building  undertaken  by  any  Irish  chieftain,  of  so  early  a  period. 
The  suspicious  character  of  the  times  caused  certain  watchful  per- 
sons to  represent  to  the  queen  that  this  house  was  an  object  of 
danger,  in  the  hands  of  an  Irish  subject ;  and  erdera  were  isaned 
for  the  works  to  be  stopped.    It  was,  accordingly,  never  eon* 
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|Aeted ;  bot  Ihe  decKymg  waUs  inure  hnndeJ  dova  to  poaUrity  a 
very  memorable  ei£aaq>Ie  of  aa  lacieaaiaf  taste  for  ardiiteetaral 
iaproTemeat,  in  the  more  enligfcteaiad  Irish  at  the  skteetith 
oentiuy. 

The  estate  of  Kantork  was  forfeited  by  Mac  Doaongh,  io  tbe 
rebellioB  ol  1641^  and  was  stdbsefiiently  prooored  by  Sir  Philip 
Pereevad,  to  wImnDl  it  hadpretioasly.be^.in^rlif^ged.  Froai  that 
baroaet  it  has  desceaded  to  the  Earl  of  Egmoat,  tbe  present 
possessor,  who  takes  from  Kantork  the  title  of  visooant^  is  the 
peerage  of  Irebnd. 

NwwicABKBT^  on  the  rifer  DaQoa,  to  the  north* west  of 
Kaotmi:,  is  a  place  of  little  oonsideratbn.  The  ^d worth  bmUjf 
a  branch  of  the  Aldwoiths,  fomerly  of  StaalakOj  in  BeriaUra;, 
ha?e  here  a  handiMNne  seat.  In  this  toam  were  passed  the  eailj 
years  of  the  oelebcatod  foveasic  orator,  John  Pfailpot  Conaa. 
His  £ither  filled  the  hnmble  office  of  seneschal  in  the  maaer-coart 
of  Newmarket.  Mis  fiiat.  mUruetiim  was  reoeived  at  a  small 
school  here;  and  aboot  the  street  of  this  town  the  fnture  omameat 
of  his'oonntry,  rambled,  to  use  his  own  words,  '*  a  little  ragged 
apprentice  to  every  kiod  of  idleness  -and  mischief.*'  He  was 
femored  hence,  while  yet  very  yoni\g,.  to  the  school  of  Midletoa, 
throagh  the  benevolent  patronage  of  Mr.  fioyse,  rector  of  New- 
namc*^ 

.  *  Af  Newmarket  was  born,  in  1677,  an  unhappy  person,  named 
William  Clark^  whose  skeleton  still  constitates  an  object  of  curiosity,  aod 
is  shewn  as  that  of  the  Otsified  man.  It  appears  that,  in  his  infancj,  Ills 
pecnltar  person  '*  was  never  observed  to  turn  his  bead  roaad,  aor  bead 
his  body.  When  a  boy  he  conld  only  reach  liis  hands  aa  high  as  the  level 
ef  his  elbow ;  aor  coald  he  ever  put  Iheai  behind  his  back."  His  ander- 
|aws  were  fixed,  and  Ihe  only  aasteaaace  he  received  was  conveyed 
Aroagh  a  fissure,  caused  by  the  .accidental  fracture  of  his  front  teeth. 
He  lived  to  the  age  of  sixty*seven,  but,  for  some  time  previous  to  his 
decease,  had  nearly  lost  all  powers  of  loco-motion.  He  was  cbaritably 
supported  by  the  Aldwordi  family.  When  dissected  he  was  foond,  to  use 
the  strong  language  of  Dr.  -Smith,  '*  to  be  one  entire  bone*  from  the  tap 
of  his  head  to  his  knees."    In  more  perspicuous  teri^s  we  are  told,  that 
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WKhovr  notice  of  the  above  nHege,  termhiete  oor  tc^Mgra* 
|Meri  inqairiei  oa  tlie  norHMra  tide  of  Ihe  Bbckwater.  We  iio«r 
retorn  to  each  parts  of  tlie  eoantry  as  lie  to  the  seotfa  of  thut 
river. 

Macromp  (iprotioinioed  Mitandm)  is  aa  inland  market*>toira, 
rather  eonsidenMe  in  siae,  at  the  distance  of  eighteen  miles  fimn 
Cork»  towards  the  west  The  mail-coach  road,  helween  Cork 
and  Killameyi  mas  thtosgh  this  town,  and  a  large  inn  has  beee 
erected  here,  within  the  last  few  years,  for  the  aoconmodation  of 
travellers. 

This  pkee  is  said  to  take  its  name  from  a  celebrated  crooked 
oakf  which  formerly  grew. here;  and  those  who  are  fond  of 
investlgaling  etymologies*  wUl  not  fail  to  observe  thai  there  are, 
in  the  vidnity  of  the  town,  several  vestiges  of  BMoamenta, 
appearing  to  have  been  eretted  in  ages  dnriag  which  the  oak  was 
an  object  of  religions  sanctity. 

A  castle  was  bnilt  here,  seen  after  the  English  obtsined 
ascendancy  in  Irdand ;  bat  this  place  appears  to  have  been  viewed 
merely  as  a  military  fastness,  for  several  centaries  following  that 
event ;  and  we  are  not  aware  that  its  fortanes  were  at  any  tiae 
angmented,  or  its  celebrity  advanced,  by  a  religions  loandatioo. 

Macromp  is  seated  on  the  small  river  SnUane,  which  is  here 
crossed  by  a  stone  bridge.  The  Laay  naites  with  the  SnHane, 
at  a  short  distance  from  the  town,  and  the  conjoined  streams 
shortly  afterwards  fall  into  the  river  Lee.  The  buildings  of  this 
town  have  experienced  some  improvement  in  recent  years^  and 
there  are  nesr  several  neaft  and  good  honsea.    This,  however,  is 


the  ikfttotoa  ezUhlto  ^  icarc»  one  bone  of  the  aaloiml  fomt  except  Uifsa 
of  the  lefi«  which  are  not  nsch  distorted.*'  So  great  was  the  leadeacy  of 
aatnre  to  ouiilcatioD,  that,  *'  whea  he  was  dissected,  a  boae  was  fonad 
in  tlie  fleshy  part  of  his  ana,  qalte  diseafSfed  from  aay  other  hoae*'* 
All  the  cartilages  of  his  breast,  fonr  only  excepted,  which  served  to  ssove 
his  breast  in  respiration,  were  tamed  to  hanei  and  the  vertehna  of  the 
back  were  oae  coatfaiaed  bone.  An  eagravlng  of  the  skeleton  is  gitoa  la 
8iDilh*s  History  of  Cork. 
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a  place  of  bat  Hltle  tilule^  and  it  Jus  «o  stople  mtmiiXlttre. 
One  of  tbe  ooiraty  setekms  to  hdd  hem,  and '  tiie  conH  hbnM  u 
an  eligible  fobrio;    H»re  if  alib  a  bridmrelL 

The  parish  Ckurek  is  a  spadous  and  Tenerable  bnilding,  but 
of  no  great  arcbitectoral  interest,  nor  does  it  contain  any  monv* 
mental  iflsevlption  entitiM  to  aotice.  Tho  Roman  CaAoIie  Ck^el 
IB  also  lai^,  ilnd  is  attended  by  tery  namerona  eentfi^cigatienei 

Tbe  CaiHe  of  Mitcromp  is  boldly  aitnated  oil  an  acdMty 
tfaat overhangs  the  river  SttUane,  at  tbe  w«st partof  dte 4(Mni, 
in  the  vicinity  of  tbe  bHdge.    It  is  beiieied  that  tiria  fmrirtes  was 
originally  built  in  tbe  reign  of  Jobn,  eitber  by  the  Canswa  or 
Dahons.     Failing  to  decay  in  t^e  siatMitfa  ceaMy^  it  was 
repaired  by  Tiege  Mac  Carly,  feftier  of  fiir  Comae  Ikbfc  TiSfS, 
Lord  Maiskery.    Whilst  it  eonstitated  a  prineipal'laaliicatiM  tlik 
part  of  Ireland,  it  was  captured  (A.  D.  1003)  by  Sir  Charles 
Wilmot,  in  conseqaence  of  a  fire  acbidentaUy  coauMmcated  by 
the  assailants,  after  a  siege  of  long  contanoanee.    It  was  agma 
partly  destroyed  by  fire,  in  the  wars  of  1641  $  aftet  anstaAniog 
which  injory  it  was  repaired^  and  rendered  iaifitaMe>  by  te 
Earls  of  Clancarty.    The  large  possessions  of  that  hasSkf  vt  Ihia 
<iSstrict  were  forfeited  in  the  year  1690 1  and  the  town  of  Maeramp 
is  now  tbe  jmnt  property  of  Lord  Bandon  and  'Robert  Hedges 
Byre,  Esq.    Tbe  cawle  is  theeeat  of  tbe  kat^^mmed  gentlnbian, 
and  forms  a  desirable  residence,  n^hilst  h  prtoenta  a  fiae  and  im- 
pressive object,  greatly  ornamental  to  the  dependent 'town*    The 
demesne  is  adorned  with  wood,  of  antient  grewtb. 

It  is  said,  by  the  historian  Smith,  that  Admiral  Sir  William 
Penn  was  bom  in  this  castle.  Bnt  eneh  an  asaci«io»ia  decidediy 
erroneous.  Sir  William  lies  bnried  in  Redcliflb Chorch,  Bristol; 
and  in  his  epitaph  it  is  expressly  stated,  that  he  "was  bvfn  m  thai 
city, 

Tbe  conntry>  in  the  vicinity  of  Macromp,  is  by  no  means  of 
an  invitbg  efaaraeter,  mid  tbe  severity  of  tbe  acenery  is  not  ameli- 
orated by  many  seats  of  gentry:  At  tbe  distance  of  aboal  half  a 
mile  from  the  town,  to  the  north-west,  is  Mount  MbsesY,  a 
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reflpaMU*  nansioii  M«Dgln§f  to  tike  Amity  of  Massey  V  fm4,  to 
the^iitof  die  toim>  it  Co^LCbvR,  tto  residence  of  Jelm  Brown, 
Beq .  The  iwAaint  of  eevend  owtles  buik  by  autient  famflies^  now 
extinet,  or  deprived  6f  eeuite  bf  fbrieitare,  edd'a  moamfnl  interest 
tfe  the  enrroniidiag  eofontry.  Ae  an  instance  of  ike  festive  scenes 
wUeb  once  prevniM  in  these  ralndas  piles,  nmy  be  noticed  en 
Meoiote  ccmneefeed  with  the  earth  ofVMagh,  iu  this  neighfooor- 
bood,  a  stroctdre  said  to  have  been  ereeted  by  the  Mac  Swineys. 
On  the  side  of  the  high  road,  hear  tlds  castle,  was  plac^  a 
slene,  bearing  an  Irish  inscription,  to  inform  all  passengers  that 
they  might  repair  to  the  rSsidence  of  Mr.  Edmund  Mac  Swiney 
for  entertainmeBt !  When  Smith  wrote  the  History  of  Coric,  this 
stone  was  still  to  be  seen,  but  lying  prostrate  in  a  ditch  adjacent 
to  its  former  sitaation. 

BALLTYOVBmiy,  or  the  town  d  the  Belo^,  is  a  village, 
distant  aboot  seven  miles  from  Macromp,  towards  the  west.  It 
is  seated  on  a  hiU,  npon  the  borders  of  the  river  Snllane,  and  is 
entitled  to  notice  only  on  accoont  of  a  nunnery,  fonnded  here  by 
St.  Abhan,  who  died  in  the  year  650,  having  appointed  St.  Gobnate 
first  abbess  of  the  nunnery.  This  remote  village  is  sitoated  in  a 
wild  and  cheerless  part  of  the  cQ«ntry>  having,  towards  the  west, 
the  range  of  momitaina  wldch  divide  liiis  eovnty  from-  Kerry,  and 
which  have  been  aptly  said  to  rise  between  the  two  districts  like 
an  immense  wall.  They  are  chiefly  rocks,  of  a  great  height,  worn 
into  numberless  farrows  by  the  impetuous  torrents  of  wintry 
seasons.  The  autient  chnrch  of  Ballyvoumey  having  fallen  to 
decay,  the  aiaai  <t  900/«  has  lately  been  granied  by  the  beard  of 
first  fruits,  towards  the  erection  of  a  new  chnrch.  The  former 
building  was  dedicated  to  St.  Gobnate,  who  is  annually  commemo* 
rated  here,  on  the  14th  of  February. 

Many  antient  customs  and  habits  prevail  in  this  recluse  part 
of  the  county,  among  which  may  be  noticed  that  evident  relie  of 
rude  Celtic  ages,  the  regulav  pitched  battle  between  septe  eriewn* 
ships.  Dr.  Smith *nMntions  **  a  smalt  stone  cross,  distant  abont 
thirty  yards  from  the  west  end  of  the  old  church,**  at  which  the 
image  of  St.  Gobnate  was  exhibited,  on  Whit-Mondays,  and  on 
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tke  patron-dayi«  <'  The  d^votoea  (wVk^  m  only  thn  mdrs tiapk 
and  nider  Irish)  fo  roiuid  it  oi^  their  fai^see^  Mid  repMl  acertm 
namber  of  prayers.  Near  this  cross  is  a  stose»  fixed  io  the  ffOfomi, 
and  w<Nm  by  the  kneef  of  those  who  come  here  in  pilgriflMge.'* 
Here  is^  likewise^  a  well,  dedicated  to  St.  Gobnate»  and  near  it 
Dr.  Smith  saw  a  circle  of  4toAe9>  which  be  thooght  to  hare  been 
the  foundation  of  a  roond  tower.  Bet  in  this  coigectnre  we 
believe  that  he  was  mistaken^  H^nnd  these  stones  devotees  have 
been  also  accostomed  to  proceed  on  tbrar  knees;  and  the  cnston 
was,  probably,  a  vestige  of  pagan  ages,  unconsdonsly  grafted  on 
the  stock  of  fanciful  christian  ceremoniiils. 

Baliyvoarney  is  the  estate  of  the  baronet  family  of  Cokhurst 

Mill<*Strebt  is  a  small  and  mean  village,  distant  from 
Macromp  twelve  miles,  on  the  road  leading  to  Killamey.  At 
this  place  are  barracks  for  infantry.^ 

*  At  Mill-fttreet  loni:  lived,  aad  receatly  died,  a  persomfe  ef  a 
character  too  carious  to  be  unnoticed  in  our  work.  This  fentlenan 
wai  bead  of  the  antient  Irish  family  of  0*Learyy  and  took  pride  in 
beinf  one  of  tlie  last  of  his  countrymen,  representing  old  families, 
who  maintained  the  antient  hospitable  style  of  Hvinff.  **  He  was  known,*' 
wrileo  Mr.  Towniend,  **  only  by  the  name  of  *0*Leary.  He  lived  te 
a  taiall  lioate,  the  lower  part  eonilstinf  of  little  more  than  a  parioar  and 
kitchen,  the  former  of  which,  properly  sopplled  with  every  article  of  good 
cheer,  was  open  to  every  guest,  and  at  every  season;  and,  what  will  more 
snrprise,  this  profusion  was  accompanied  with  perfect  cleanliness  and 
decornm.  His  cellar,  well  stocked  with  good  liquors,  never  knew  the 
prolectioa  of  a  lock  and  key  i  for,  as  he  said  himself,  nobody  had  any 
offsriaa  to  steal  what  any  one  might  have  for  nskiag.  It  derived  secirity , 
however,  from  other  caiiies  i  from  deference  to  his  ewayi  and  repect  for  Us 
person,  both  of  which  were  universally  felt  and  acknowledged,  wilhla  the 
circle  of  his  iniaence.  He  was»  also,  a  jastice  of  peace  for  the  coancy. 
The  appearance  of  O'Leary  was  always  tnAcient  to  maintain  order  in  lairs 
and  meetings,  aadtosupproMany  spirit  of  disturbance,  without  the  aid  of 
soldier  or  coasiable.  He  poasetsed,  indeed,  some  admirable  requisites  for 
a  malntainer  of  the  peaee;  for  ha  was  a  very  athletic  man,  and  always 
carried  a  long  pole,  of  which  the  uarnly  knew  him  to  be  no  churl.  To 
these  qualities,  0*Leary  added  an  inexhanstible  fond  of  original  humour 
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At  a  sfcdrt'^distance  from  Mill-Street,  towards  the  north-east/ 
is  tb^  parish  of  Clonmenb,  iu  which,  according  to  Colgan,  there 
yha  formerly  a  monastery  for  Augustinian  Friars,  fonnded  by  the 
family  of  0*Gallaghan.  Here  was,  also,  a  castle,  rained  in  the  civil 
#ar8  which  commenced  in  1641 .  Near  this  place,  and  connected 
with  it  in  a  passage  of  history,  is  the  Hill  of  Knockiclashy,  an 
object  of  some  interest  as  the  scene  of  a  celebrated  battle  between 
the  English  nnder  Roger  Lord  Broghill,  and  the  Irish  eommanded 
by  Lord  Mnskery,  which  was  fonght  on  the  96th  of  Jnly,  1651. 

The  republican  general  freton  then  lay  before  Limerick/ 
engaged  in  the  siege  of  that  dty;  and  Mnskery,  alarmed  at  the 

• 

and  good-natored  cheerfulness,  and,  being  very  fond  of  the  bottle  himself/ 
It  was  impossible  to  be  long  in  his  compaily  ead  or  sober." 

We  tamj  also  mention  in  this  place »  on  the  authority  of  a  mknuscript' 
commnnicated  to  the  aatbor  of  this  work  by  the  late  Mr.  Beanford,  the 
following  particnlan,  relating  to  another  gentleman  residing  in  this  part 
of  the  connty  a  few  yean  backy  who  retained  more  of  the  dignity  apper- 
taining to  the  antient  Irish  chief  than  the  convivial  personage  noticed 
above.  His  name  was  McCarthy,  and  he  was,  in  the  language  of  onr  M8« 
fitalar  king  of  Manster.  He  was  descended  from  McCarthy  Mor,  king  or 
prinoa  of  this  proTiace  i  and  had  in  his  possession  (he  crowut  scaptre»  andr 
other  rsgalia.  appertaining  to  his  antieat  dignity  and  Csnil  y.  He  pMsesssd^' 
likowiset  a  cnp^  said  to  he  made  from  the  crankun  of  an  ancestor  of  Brian. 
Boiromh ,  whom  the  M'  Carthy s  had  slain  in  battle.  It  was  highly  polished', 
and  had  a  lid  of  silverl  it  was  a  castom,  wiites  Mr.  Beanford,  among  the' 
old  Irishi  to'  decapitate  their  vaa^nished  enbosies,  and  also  was  a  ^nstem^ 
of  the  chiefs  to  form  drinking-cups  of  their  sknlls,  and  to  retain  them  aa' 
trophies*  Numbers  of  such  caps  have  beea  found  under  hogs,  and  several 
are  still  in  possession  of  antient  Irish  fhrnlHes.  Our  readers  will  observe 
that  we  mention  the  above  circumstances,  entirely  as  extracts  from  the 
MS.  of  Mr.  Beanford,  which  adds  that  many  traces  of  antient  manners  amy 
be  discovered  in  thb  remote  district.  The  very  general  name  ef  the  people 
is  McCarthy.  They  are  not,  however,  dtstlBguisbed  by  that  name  in  theip 
naUve  country,  bat  by  the  place  of  their  resldencO,  er  SMne  oHmt  adv«a*< 
titioos  circumstance;  Thai,  John  McCarthy  doeh  not  baar  thai*  nasso 
among  his  neighbours,  hot  is  tenned  Long  John,  Short  John,  Black  Jelm, 
Whke  John,  &c.;  or  John  of  the  Hill,  John  of  the  Glyn,  Ac,  i  the  naao 
of  McCarthy  being  borne  by  the  chief  alone.  Beaufoid  MSS.  pMua  J.  N«' 
Brewer. 

TOL.  II.  O  O 
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<!Umger4>f  the  besieged  place^  advanced  to  its  relief.  Lord  BroglnU 
Tvas  dispatched  by^Ireton  to  intercept  this  expedition^  aud^on  the 
secdnd  night  of  his  absence  from  the  camp^  he  discovered  the  fires 
of  the  enemy.  Attacking  their  advanced  guards  at  midnight  and 
in  the  midst  of  a  fdrioos  storm^  he  compelled  them  to  retire  for 
some  distance^  and  immediately  encamped  about  five  mike  froia 
their  head-qnarters.  An  account  of  the  engagement  which  look 
place  on  the  ensuing  day^  was  preserved  among  the  mannscripto  at 
Lismore^  in  the  hand-writing  of  Lord  Broghill^  and  as  this  action 
was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  that  occurred  in  the  county  of 
Ck>rk^  dnring  the  wars  of  the  seventeenth  century^  we  presume 
that  an  abridgement  of  this  curious  document  cannot  fail  of  being 
a  desirable  illustration  to  the  topography  of  this  neighbourhood. 

At  an  early  hour  of  the  morning  the  English  passed  the  river 
Blackwater^  near  Clonmene^  and^  directly  after  their  laadmg,  the 
events  of  the  day  commenced  with  the  declaration  of  a  prophecy 
in  their  favour!  "We  here  met,"  writes  Lbrd  Broghill,  '^with 
ninety  Irish,  who  were  under  protection.  I  asked  them  what  they 
were  assembled  for?  They  answered^  they  came  out  of  cariosity 
t»  see  the  battle.  Having  asked  them  how  they  knew  there  was 
to  be  a  battle?  they  answered,  they  had  a  prophecy  that  tfave 
was  one  to  be  fought  on  that  ground,  onetime  or  other^  andlbey 
knew  none  more  likely  than  the  present.  Upon  which  I  again 
asked  them^  on  what  side  the  victory  was  to  fall  ?  They  shook 
their  heads^  and  said^  the  En^^sh  are  to  get  the  day."* 

*  This  story  Imb  boea  often  repeated,  but  never  with  the  coouieBt 
which  we  think  it  desecves.  Congidedng  tbe  inventive  ^eniiM  of.  the  f atme 
author  of  Partheaiftsa,  and  the  love  and  practice  of  stratagem  which  he 
taccessfuUy  displayed  in  a  more  important  operation  of  tiiiB  busy  day»  we 
have  no  hemtatSoa  in  .believing  that  LordBroghill  fabricated  these  queslieBt 
•ad  aaswen#  and  proclaimed  ,theai  among  his  soldiery ,  vrith  the  view  of 
#aci(i«ff  %  veliMBWit  confidence  oa  the  basis  of  superalition*  Sevenl  |ir»* 
phecietf  aot  dissimilar,  ia  chara<^or  with  tbe  above,  aro  carreat  ja  the 
iBgltive  history  of  Ireland.  ThuSf  it  is  said  by  Moryson,  in  regard  to  the 
baHle  before  Kiasale,  ia  vbich  Tirone  was  defoated  by  LordMaaayoyi 
thai  **  tm  oU  written  book  was  shewed  la  the  Lord  Dtepiiiy^.  vherehi  was 
a  prophecy,  naming  the  ford  and  the  hill  where  this  battle  was  giveay  and 
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There  was^  at  that  time,  much  woodland  in  the  vichiity  of  the 
field  of  battle,  and  Lord  Broglnll,  by  a  sldlfiil  movement,  drew  the 
enemy  from  the  wood  in  which  they  had  taken  sheltor^  and  entieed 
them  to  the  plain.  He  ordered  that  each  wing  of  horse  should 
consist  of  five  squadrons,  three  to  charge  and  two  to  second.  The 
foot  were  also  placed  iti  five  battalions,  two  of  which  acted  as 
reserve;  As  the  enemy  outflanked  him  both  ways,  he  drew  to  the 
right  with  his  right  wing,  *^  upon  which  the  enemy  advanced  that 
way  with  1,000  musketeers,  and  with  thdir  horse  fought  horse-head 
to  horse-head,  hacking  with  their  swords."  After  an  obstinate 
contest,  he  routed  their  left  wing.  A  body  of  the  enemy  then 
appearing  on  his  rear,  he  faced  about,  and  charged  through  them. 
Then  charging  a  second  time,  he  practised  a  device  which  must 
need^  be  termed  ingenious,  and  be  applauded,  as  it  greatly  assisted 
in  obtmning  for  him  the  victory.  ,  When  commencing  this  second 
charge,  he  caused  his  men  to  exclaim, ''  tkey  rum,  they  runf*  On 
hearing  this  exclamation,  the  first  rank  of  the  enemy  looked  back/ 
to  see  if  their  firiends  in  the  rear  were  actually  mnniDg  away.  The 
troops  in  the  rear,  semng  tieyacet  of  the  front  rank,  thought  that 
ikepi  were  the  men  who  had  turned  tbdr  backs ;  and,  seited  with 
a|tonie^  began  to  run  **  in  good  earnest/*  so  that^  in  fact,  the 
whole  of  vthat  division:  fled  together ! 

Ohe  thousand  Irish  pikemen  still  *f  stood  firmly,  and  fought 
stoutly^**  but  LordBroghill  **  ordmng  their  angles  to  be  attacked; 
they  were  put  into  disorder  and  broken  (their  strength  consisting 
in  pr^erving  their  order  and  disposition),  upon  which  most  of 
them  were  cut  to  pieces.*'  The  fugitives  were  pursued  until 
nightfall,  with  great  slaughter.  The  sun  had  shone  brightly  at  the 
commencement  of  this  sangainary  day,  but  (as  was  the  case  at  the 
battle  of  Naiseby)  the  weather  afterwards  altered,,and  the  work  of 
destruction  was  performed  amidst  thunder,  lightning,  and  a  delnge 
of  rain.  On  the  side  of  the  English  it  had  been  resolved  not  te^ 
give  or  take  quarter  5  but  we  are  happy  to  have  the  opportunity 

foretriHog  a  great  overtbrow  to  befat  the  Irtob  in  tbat  place.'*  But  wiM 
ever  sarvr  sacb  a  book,  either  before  or «fter  the  avgained  iatpection  of  i(  by 
tiord  Moantjoy  ? 
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of  Buying,  that^  after  the  hett  of  the  adaoD>  seviftal  of  dto  e&injr 
were  spared/  In  oonsequettoe  of  this  Tictory,  Unerick  at  ItDgtkr 
surrendered  to  Ireton. 

At  the  distance  of  about  seven  reputed  miles  from  the  tiBage 
of  Inchegeela^  towards  the  sontb-west,  is  the  head  of  the  river  Losy 
surronnded  with  circumstances  of  so  much  peculiarity  and  iutereat^ 
that  this  spot  is  well  entitled  to  a  visit  from  travellers^  posnfwsiny 
a  taste  for  nature  in  the  rude  grandeur  of  solitary  retreats,  vriiere 
all  remains  her  own,  except  fsint  traces  effected  by  the  hand  of 
superstition.  The  source  of  this  river  is  found  in  a  spring,  wUeh 
issues  from  the  base  of  a  high,  aodivitous,  sod  rocky  monntaiii. 
The  water,  repelled  by  an  eminence  not  far  from  its  sonroe,  foraas 
a  small  lake,  known  by  the  name  of  Ck^uojiUN  Bamwla*  This 
appellation  signifies  tke  kermiitige  0/  Bmr,  or  SK  Fmbmr}  and 
that  saint  is  said  to  have  lived  here,  a  rednse,  before  ho  founded 
the  cathedral  of  Cork.  The  place,  indeed,  is  such  as  ''  muaiiig 
meditation  most  afiects."  It  is  enclosed  by  steep  and  rocky  moun- 
tains, down  whose  sides  are  several  £slls  of  water.  In  the  centre 
of  the  lake  is  s^  small  island,  connected  with  the  shore  by  ananow 
causeway,  i^pearing  to  be  artifidal.  Some  few  trees,  on  ftis 
island,  wrap  in  greater  mystery  and  shade  the  relies  of  rude  and 
humble  buildings,  popularly  ascribed  to  St*  Finbar,  but  which  are^ 
in  reality,  of  a  much  more  recent  construction.  They  consist 
clnefly  of  a  drcular  wall,  of  great  thickness,  in  whkh  are  woriced 
nine  arched  recesses,  each  of  which  has  a  plain  stono^  designed 

*  Among  the  plunder  gained  on  thii  occasion,  Lord  Brofhill  mentions 
*'  a  peckfull  of  charmi,  relics,  &c.  fonnd  in  the  bag  gage,  betideB  an  infinit* 
quantity  taken  from  the  dead,  with  a  peculiar  one  on  paper,  said  to  be  the 
exact  measure  of  our  lady's  foot,  and  written  In  It,  '^  Whoever  wears  tUs, 
and  repeats  certain  prayers,  shall  be  free  from  gun-shot,  sword,  and  pikot 
respectively,  as  each  desired/' — Glancing  at  his  personal  danger  in  tho 
convict,  he  observes  that  *'  his  boldest  horse  being  twice  wounded,  bocaom 
BO  fearful  that  he  was  turned  to  the  coacA."  By  which  expression  we  leara 
that  a  commander  in  the  seventeenth  ceatury.  even  when  at  the  hand  of 
a  detachmsnt^  and  on  service  of  haste  and  axjgsncy,  had  his  cantegs  in 
jittendance* 


isr  an  «ltar>  and  each  is  dedicated  to  its  particular  saint.  In  the 
centre  of  the  drcnlar  endosnre  are  the  remains  of  a  wooden  crossj 
em  which  are  nailed  nomeroas  shreds  and  patches^  the  gratefol 
memorials  of  cores  effected  by  a  pilgrimage  to  this  holy  place! 

On  the  onter  side  of  the  circle  are  some  traces  of  a  small 
habitation,  oocnpiedj  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
by  a  melancholy  d«rotee,  named  0*Mahony,  who  dwelt  here,  in 
aoiitode,  for  eight  and  twenty  years.*  Whilst  contemplating  this 
aelenm  hot  beantifiil  retreat,  and  reooUecting  the  awfiil  cliarms  of 
^Hendalogh,  and  many  other  unworldly  recesses  in  different  parts 
of  the  island,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  a  conviction  that  the  character 
oi  Irish  scenery  has  had  considerable  effect  in  nurturing  a  gloomy 
4aid  ascetic  view  of  religious  aspirations,  throughout  many  ages 
ivhich  have  assumed  a  brighter  and  more  philosophic  complexion, 
an  oonntries  uniformly  £iivourable  to  the  bustle  of  commerce. 

A  very  large  and  celebrated  Pairtm  is  held  here,  on  the  24th 
^#ane,  St.  John's  day.  Numerous  tents  are  then  erected,  and 
Ae  usual  scenes  of  mingled  revelry  and  enthnaiasm  are  exhibited, 
to  the  OQtrage  of  good  manners  and  the  shame  of  human  reason. 
These  neetingf  are  now,  very  jodicioosly,  disoomntenanced  by  the 
Honan  catholic  deigy. 

After  Ismuog  the  smaQ  lake  termed  Gougaun  Barra,  the  waters 
at  the  head  of  the  river  Lee  pass  the  rocky  impe^ment  before 
noticed,  and,  having  proceeded  for  some  distance  through  a 
aarrow  channel,  expand  into  a  Indd  sheet,  more  than  three  miles 
in  length,  and,  in  some  places,  nearly  one  mile  in  widths  termed 
Lough  AUua.  This  Lough  is  dotted  with  several  islands,  and  the 
shores  want  no  essential  of  the  picturesque,  but  wood. 

A  district  now  requires  attention  which  presents  few  towns, 
or  ornamental  buildings,  for  topographical  investigation,  but  which 

*  O'Mahony  lies  buried  under  an  arched  receity  on  the  shore  of  (he 
lake.  Hie  historian  Smith  says  that  he  there  saw  the  following  inscription, 
which,  however,  is  not  now  to  be  discovered :  *'  Hoc  sibi  et  tsccessoribus 
•qIs  in  eadem  vocatione,  monumentom  imposuit  dominns  Doctor  Dyoniiias 
O'Habony,  presbyter  licet  indignus."  An.  Dom.  1700.  Dr.  Smith  adds 
«faac  O^Mahony  was  baried  in  the  year  1788. 
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possesseSj  in  a  tery  eminent  degree^  the  attractton  of  bold  and 
magiuficent  natural  scenery.  This  istheJBABONY  or  Bsabisd 
Bantrt^  aituated  at  the  soath-westeni  extremity  of  the  ooanty, 
and  enjoying  a  fine  and  extensiTe  line  of  aea-coasi* 

The  greater  part  of  the  tract  so  termed  was  foriBerly  the 
territory  of  theO*Sullivana^orQ*SttlleYans^  whotrere  distingiiiahed, 
from  the  locality  of  their  respective  possessiofES,  into  the  names 
of  0*Sttllivan.Bear,  or  JBeare  (pronounced  jSere)  and  O'SdliTan 
3antry.  This  sept  were  persevering  opponents  of  the  Engfish 
.interest;   and  their  antient  animosity  was  called  into  aodve 

ft 

exercise  by  the  change  in  religion  proposed  by  K4ng  Henry  VIII. 
They  took  a  zealous  part  in  the  great  rebellion  of  Mnaster^  towards 
the  dose  of  Elizabeth's  reign  5  and,  in  the  ruin  conseqneiit  on  a 
failure  of  their  views,  some  of  the  principal  members  of  the  fiunily 
sought  refuge  in  Spain ,  with  which  country  they  had  been  long  in 
correspondence.  There,  several  of  tUs  antient  Irish  Cunily  have 
attained  considerable  eminence,  and  one  (adescendatatof  CSnlKvan 
Bear)  is  said  to  be  ennobled,  by  the  title  of  Bearbavea.  The 
principal  descendants  of  the  O'Sullivans  of  Bear  and  Bantry,  now 
living  in  Ireland,  dwell  on  the  Kerry  side  of  the  mountains  wluch 
form  the  western  limits  of  this  county.  We  believe  tbit  Sir 
Charles  Sullivan,  a  baronet  of  Great  Britain,  is-  representative  of 
the  eldest  branch  of  the  family.  * 

The  prevailing  character  of  this  barony  u  that  of  rocky 
mountains,  alleviated  by  one  fine  and  .extensive  tract  of  wood>  and 

*  In  Mr,  Weld's  ''  IHustratioDB  of  Killarney,"  are  some  particular! 
concerning  the  0*SuIIivan  family,  chiefly  derived  from  information  for* 
nished  by  Mr.  Beltz,  of  the  Herald*8  College.  In  the  12'th  of  Elizabeth, 
Sir  Owen  O'SulIivan,  in  order  to  substantiate  the  title  to  his  estates, 
surrendered  them  to  the  crown,  and  received  a  formal  grant  tjiereof,  by 
patent.  But  the  nephew  of  Sir  Owen  (Donel  M*Dooel  O'Sollivan)  insti- 
tuted against  him  a  suit  at  law,  and  endeavoured  to  prove  that  hit  uncle 
had  usurped  the  possession,  at  the  death  of  his  (Donel*s)  father.  Sir  Owen, 
in  defence,  pleaded  that  the  estates  had  fallen  to  him  by  the  iam  cf 
Tanistry,  A  commission  was  issued  under  the  great  seal,  for  the  adjast- 
ment  of  this  dispute  *,  and  the  castle  and  dependencies  of  Bear  were  finally 
allotted  to  Donel,  and  Bantry  to  Sir  Owen.    The  casUc  of  Ardeaand  Ui 
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blended  with  tbe  mcNst  pleasisg  ezUbition  of  marine  scenery^*— 
that  formed  by  bays  of  a  noble  expanse^  or  prodigious  iadentations 
on  the  line  of  coast,  that  seem  to  gife  to  this  exalted  region  a 
world  of  waters  peculiarly  its  own.  Wildoess  and  grandeur  are 
.the  leading  characteristics  :  the  ameliorating  touches  in  which 
nature  smiles  are  few  j  and  more  frequently  the  effect  of  real  gran* 
dear  is  advanced,  and  forced  upon  the  consideration,  by  the  blank 
aspect  of  surrounding  sterility.  Salvator  Rosa  might  here  havo 
enjoyed  a  perpetual  banquet,  and  could  not  have  failed  to  produce 
ehiUing  portraitures  of  various  defiles,  and  select  combinations^ 
bat  the  prevailing  displays  of  scenery  depend  so  much,  for  a  due 
lalnesa  of  impression,  on  the  majesty  of  their  vastness,  that  ijk 
vM>nld  be  difficult  to  name  the  painter  who  would  have  been  likely 
so  to  express  himself  on  the  canvass,  as  to  ensure  a  Sympathy  with 
bis  concqj>tions,  and  with  the  ardour  of  his  just  admiration.  It 
xnay,  indeed,  be  truly  said,  that  many  of  these  views  are  bqrond 
the  reach  of  the  pencil,  and  ethers  not  adapted  to  its  powers. 

ThbBay  of  Bantry,  and  its  adjacent  scenery,  form  the  objects 
of  greatest  interest  in  this  romantic  barony.  The  bay  is  about 
twenty-five  miles  in  length,  or,  from  its  most  eastern  point  to  the 
ocean  $  and  varies  in  width  between  six  and  eight  miles.  It 
contains  several  iriands,  two  of  which  are  considerable  in  size. 
3e0r  Mand,  situated  near  the  month  of  the  bay,  is  bold  and  rocky, 
lorminga  shelter  from  the  waves  of  the  Atlantic.    The  hlnnd  of 

dependencies,  in  Kerry,  were,  at  the  same  time,  awarded  to  Sir  Philip 
O'Sullivan,  younger  brother  of  Sir  Owen.  We  shall  again  mention  this 
caMle,  in  onr  notice  of  the  county  of  Kerry. 

Philip  O'Sollivan,  a  native  of  Bear,  watf  author  of  Historite  CMiholiem 
HihtndiB  Compendium ^  published  in  4 to,  16S1,  and  several  other  worlis. 
His  Catholic  history  is  said  by  Usher  to  abound  in  prejudices  and  mis- 
representations; which  we  can  readily  believe,  when  we  find  that  many 
pages  are  dedicated  to  an  account  of  the  "  frightful  sights  seen  in  St. 
Patrick's  Purgatory,  by  Ramon  de  Perillos,  a  nobleman  of  Spain.*'  This 
Philip  was  one  of  the  0*SulIivans  who  retired  to  Spain,  where  he  becane 
a  naval  captain,  in  the  service  of  King  Philip  IV.— Vide  Weld,  Smith, 
and  Ware's  Antiquities  by  Harris. 
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Whiiiji  is  of  a  tamer  ehanu:ter^  and  has  a  rich  aod  fertile  soilf 
under  cultivation.  On  the  shores  of  the  bay  rise  monntaina,  of 
great  altitude  and  grandeur^  among  which  the  stupendous  elevaftioB 
termed  Hungry  Hill  is  conspicuous,  equally  for  height  and  subliaitf 
of  character.  It  is  very  generally  allowed  that  no  mgle  view,  evea 
among  the  various  beauties  of  Kiilarneyj  equals  this  of  Bantry. 
The  extent  of  the  prospect  is  not  too  great  for  the  visual  capacity j 
while  it  fills  the  mind  with  astonishment  and  admiration.  The 
terms  in  which  Mr.  Townsend  Speaks  of  this  view,  are  so  peculiarly 
animated  and  appropriate,  that  they  ought  to  be  femiliar  with 
every  spectator  of  the  scene  to  which  they  refer.— r^'  The  effect 
produced  by  such  an  assemblage  of  objects  can  hardly  be  ooncetvedy 
and  is  impossible  to  be  described.  The  mind,  filled  and  overbonie 
by  a  prospect  so  various,  so  extended,  and  so  sublime,  ainlcs 
beneath  its  magnitude;  and,  feeling  the  utter  incapability  of 
adequate  expression,  rests  upon  the  scene  in  silent  and  solena 
admiration.  The  soul  must  be  insensible  indeed,  which  will  nofc 
be  n^oved,  by  such  a  contemplation,  to  adorjs  thp  Gp4  of  nator^ 
from  whom  such  mighty  works  proceed!"^ 


When  the  examiner  qaits  the  contemplation  of  this  gi< 
view,  as  one  magnificent  scene,  and  has  leisure  to  investigiita  the 
parts  of  which  it  is  composed,  he  finds  many  subjects  calculated 
to  gratify  his  warmest  expectations.  Amidst  such  dazsling chaniis 
of  the  picturesque,  it  is  difficult  to  proceed  with  topognqpUcal 
precision  3  but,  as  our  object  is  not  so  much  to  express  oar  own 
feelin^^  of  admiration,  as  to  convey  loco-descriptive  information, 
we  conduct  the  reader  to  the  Town  of  Bantry,  which,  however^ 
is  of  a  humble  character,  aod  not  entitled  to  a  lengthened  notice. 
This  small  sea-port  enjoyed  more  prosperity  in  the  early  part  of 
the  last  century,  than  at  present,  from  the  emoloments  of  a  pilchard 
fishery  in  the  bay;  but  that  fish  has  long  since  deserted  the  coast, 
and  the  remote  situation  of  the  town  debars  it  from  the  hope  of 
l^ecoming  a  place  of  general  trade.     It  was,  formerly,  called 

*  Statistical  Survey^  voJ.  i.  p.  385. 
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fialygobbin^  tmd  a  monasterjr  for  cootentiial  Francucans  wa» 
fomided  hifre  by  Dermot  0*Salli?an  Bear,  who  died  in  1466 ;  bntne 
t6ati§e  of  tbe  bmldings  is  now  to  be  seen.  To  the  north  of  the 
presetit  town  a  fortification  was  erected  by  Ireton,  which  went  to 
decay,  after  the  restoration  of  comparative  tranqoiUity.  Thia 
town  gives  to  tbe  fumily  of  White  the  titles  of  earl,  viscount,  and 
baron,  in  the  peerage  of  Ireland. 

In  the  Bay  of  Bantry  an  engagement  took  place,  on  the  99t]i 
of  April,  1689,  between  an  English  squadron,  command<Ml  by 
Admiral  Herbert,  and  a  French  fleet ;  which  action  was  not 
attended  with  any  decisive  consequences.  The  second  hostile 
fleet  of  France  that  has  visited  this  bay,  made  its  ajqpearance  on 
the  24th  of  December,  1796.  The  elements  had  loaght  against 
the  purpose  of  the  intended  invaders.  Their  fleet  is  said  to  have 
originally  consisted  of  twenty-five  ships  of  the  line  5  but  many 
were  dispersed  and  disabled  by  storms.  Seventeen  sail  anchored 
in  the  bay,  tcm  of  whipfa  were  of  the  line.  The  general  sailed  in 
otie  of  the  ships  separated  from  the  main  fleet;  and,  after 
remaining  in  the  bay  for  some  time,  in  expectation  of  his  appear- 
ance, the  Fcench  retomed  to  Brest,  without  committing  any  aet 
of  aggression.  A  reconnoitring  party,  sent  on  shore  directly  after 
their  arrival,  were  seized  as  prisoners.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
eoast  and  its  vicinity,  under  the  incitement  and  direction  of  Mr. 
White,  sbce  created  Earl  of  Bantry,  evinced  a  determination  to 
rasiat,  in  die  most  spirited  manner,  any  hostile  attempts  made  by 
this  powerfvl  armament. 

The  French  had  anchored^  on  this  occasion,  upon  the  north- 
west quarter  of  the  Island  of  Whiddy ;  and  on  the  higher  parts  of 
that  island  have  since  been  constructed  works,  of  some  extent, 
for  the  defence  of  the  bay. 

The  principal  seat  in  this  barony  is  Sbacoubt,  the  mansion  of 
Richard  White,  Earl  of  Bantry,  situated  near  the  town,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  bay.  The  house  commands  line  views  of  the 
bay,  and  the  woods  of  Glangariffe,  but  still  possesses  the  advanta|^ 
of  a  sheltered  situation.    It  is  encompassed  by  a  park,  which 
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i^acb^  to  Ihe  edge  of  the  water ;  and  Ids  lardak^  Imsy  aba^  a 
deer-*park  in  the  islaud  ot  Whiddy.  The  ancestors  of  the  BoUe 
o^ner  of  this  estate  entered  Ireland  daring  the  wars  In  tlie  niddle 
years  of  the  seveuteenth  centory.  We  ha^e  already  alladed  to 
his  zealons  and  patriotic  conduct^  when  the  French  threatened  the 
Irish  coasts  in  1796.  He.  was  created  Baron  of  Baatry^  so 
speedily  after  that  transaction  as  March  Slst^  1T97.  In  the  yaar 
1800,  he  was  adranced  in  the  peerage^  by  the  title  of  Yiaoomit 
Bantry ;  and  in  1816,  was  created  Earl  of  Bantry,  and  Vnooimt 
Bearharen. 

There  are  several  agreeable  seats  on  a  fertile  tract  of  land,  at 
the  head  of  the  bay  5  among  which  may  be  mentioned  a  reaideiioe 
iindy  situated,  termed  the  Cottage,  built  a  few  years  bflek  by 
Simon  White,  Esq. 

The  seat  beet  entitled  to  the  notice  of  the  topogrspher  aad 
traveller,  is  QiMUQLvuvn  (the  rwgh  glen) ,  situated  at  the  bead 
of  the  small  harbour  of  that  name,  on  the  north-west  i^re  of 
Ae  bay  of  Bantry.  The  house  is  a  spaciods  modern  fabrie,  tiiat 
■would,  in  itself,  perhaps,  claim  little  attention  as  a  specimen  of 
domestic  architecture.  The  situation^  and  many  cixeaniaCnees 
of  contiguous  scenery,  are  beautiful  beyond  the  powers  (^descrip- 
tion. The  mansion  is  nobly  adorned  by  natural  woods,  and  is 
placed  on  the  immediate  border  of  the  harbour,  from  the  mdes  of 
which  rise  craggy  mountains,  of  greatly  varied  outline,  but  for 
the  most  part  impressively  grand.  The  shore  of  the  harbour,  in 
the  viciility  of  the  house,  is  finely  unequal,  and  is  planted  with 
arbutus,  holly,  birch,  and  other  trees  and  shrubs,  luxuriant  ni 
growth,  and  presmitinga  delightful  variety  of  foliage  and-liBts. 
The  mountains  which  rear  their  heads  above  this  sylvan  scene, 
and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  harboar,  are  rocky  solitudes,  wild 
from  the  hand  of  nature ;  and  the  efiect  of  contrast  is  here  exhibited 
with  peculiar  force. 

It  has  been  observed,  that  the  scenery  of  Glangariffe  gains  a 
great  accession  of  charms  from  the  mildness  of  climate  on  this  part 
of  the  coast.    Myrtles,  and  other  tender  plants^  in  situatioBS 
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«cre«Ded  from  llie  nortk  and  eaal,  here  brave  the  winds  of  all 
Beatons,  with  impnaity;  and  dectdnons  trees  remun  bare  of 
folii^  only  for  a  abort  part  of  the  year.  The  woods  of  this  glen 
^Itid  through  the  mountuns  for  an  extent  pf  several  miles  $ 
and  a  river^  of-  imp^aons  force  when  aagmeiited  by  the  ram 
of  winter,  ruiU  along  its  rocky  bottom>  and  finds  egress  in 
tlie  bay.  From  thi9  brief  ontline  of  descriptipn^  it  will  readily 
be  imagined  that  the  scenery  is  aotjnore  beantiffil  tha^-  it  is 
Versified.  The  whole  of  the  pages  eontaioed  in  dus  volaaie 
might,  indeed,  be  occapied  by  a  notice  of  the  various  gleos 
and  changes  of  prospect;  and,  from  the  noble  materials  of 
disscrq^tion, — ^rock,  wood,  spftened  dell,  inoantain  torrent,  and 
sea-view,-— each  literary  delineation  might  affofd  the  sabject  of  a 
picture,  distinct  in  its  principal  features,  and  complete  in  the 
oomponents  of  beauty.  This  demesne,  so  rich  in  the  magnificence 
pf  nature^  is  the  r^idenoe  of  Simpo  White,  E^q* 

One  road,  leading  from  the  viciniity  of  Bant^y  to  the  oaaniy  of 
Kerry,  is  formed  acrpss  mpiintaius,  bold,  romantic,  and  often 
fretfully  rugged  and  barren.  In  the  wildest  part  of  this  alpine 
region  is  a  weU-known  pass^  twmed>  from  some  forgotten  legends 
the  pRiBSiT*s  Lbap.  I 

Among  the  principal  wonders  and  beauties  of  this  strange  tract 
pf  country^  where  all  the  works  of  nature  are  on  a  gigantic  scale, 
must  be  noticed  the  water-fall  and  cataract  of  Hungry  Hijui>. 
This  lull,  pr  rather  mountain,  is  distant  about  14  miles  from  Ban- 
try,  and  the  waters  which  form  the  descending  body  issue  from  a 
lake  on  its  summit.     The  mountain  is  of  a  rocky  and  cragged 

r 

character,  and  its  side  is  OLtremely  acclivitons.  The  fall  of  the 
water  is  usually  said  to  be  2000  feet,  but  such  an  estimate  is 
evidently  a  great  exaggeration.*     For  the  first  part  of  its  descent 

*  In  aKribing  this  great  depth  of  descent  to  the  waterfall  at  Hungry 
Hill>  all  modem  writers  have  given  Dr.  Smith  as  their  authority.  But  it  ie 
rather  curious  that  all  have  misconceived  the  statement  of  that  writer. 
Saiith  merely  says  that  Hungry  HUl  is  *<  at  least  700  yards  aiove  tU  Uv$l 
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{%  distance  not  easily  to  be  calcnkted^  bat  certunly  more  Hbat  cM 
third  of  the  entire  height)  the  side  of  the  mountain  is  so  Bt6ep, 
that  the  waters  fall  in  one  prodigious  sheet,  free  from  any  obetnic- 
tion  whatever.  They  then  find  impediments  in  huge  projecting 
knolls  of  rock^  and  pnrsoe  their  coarse  in  ril  the  beanties  and 
terrors  of  the  cataract.  It  will  be  obvious  that  the  grwidevr  of 
this  display  is  greatly  increased  by  heavy  &Us  of  rain.  In  sneh 
seasons^  the  fall  presents  a  noble  object^  even  to  spectators 
eltnated  at  Bantry^  foarteen  miles  distant,  or  to  those  oa  board 
^pessels  approaching  the  town  on  the  bosom  of  its  expansive  bsy. 

BsABBAVBN  is  sitoatcd  near  the  month  of  the  bay,  bot  aAMs 
little  to  interest  the  traveller. 

The  village  of  Castlet6wn,  otherwise  Castle-Dermot,  is  on 
the  northern  shore  of  the  haven,  opposite  to  the  rocky  and  dioer- 
less  island  of  Bear.  To  the  sonth-east  of  this  village  stood  the 
Castlb  09  DirNBOT,  celebrated  as  a  fortress  of  great  streiH{th, 
and,  also,  of  important  locality,  in  the  fifteenth  and  elxteeBlii 
centuries,  when  many  Irish  chieftains  of  tlie  southern  coast  were 
in  the  habit  of  political  correspondence  with  Spain.  It  bdonged 
to  the  O'Sullivans,  and  was,  with  their  co-operation,  nuunied  by 
Spaniards,  in  the  year  1602.  After  the  surrender  of  Kinsale, 
Don  Joan,  the  Spanish  commander,  gave  orders  for  Dunboy  also 
to  be  yielded  to  the  English;  but  Daniel  O'Sollivan,  then 
proprietor  of  this  castle,  incensed  at  such  an  unoeremonioas 
disposal  of  his  property,  surprised  and  disarmed  the  Spaalsb 
garrison,  and  prepared  for  defence  against  the  English.    In  spile 

tftht  Bojf  •fBantry"  The  ^[roond  to  the  base  of  thi^t  moantun  ii  coo- 
tinoally  risiogy  from  the  margin  of  the  bay  {  and  Dr.  Smith  by  no  meant 
•saerts  that  the  actual  ^I  of  water  ii  down  a  decUTlty  of  700  yards,  or, 
at  modern  writers  haTo  said,  in  ronnd  fisvrot,  9000  feet.  From  the  want 
of  objects  to  place  in  a  scale  of  comparison,  it  Is  dificnit,  withont  aclaal 
measarement,  to  form  an  idea,  bordering  on  correctness,  respectinf  the 
Toal  depth  of  this  prodigious  fall.  Staubbach,  in  Berne,  has  been  usoaJJy 
thought  to  present  one  of  the  roost  considerable  falls  in  Europe.  The 
esthnated  height  o¥$r  which  the  waters  are  there  precipitated,  b  1100  feet. 
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of  grefti  and  threttentng  difficolties^  for  tlie  fort  was  almoit 
iiiaoeessible^  from  the  dicmnstaiices  of  its  sttoatioD,  Sir  GoMge 
Cnrew  oommanded  an  assaaU.  The  attack  was  so  vigoroiis,  that 
the  upper  part  was  taken  by  storm.  The  besieged  still  defended 
the  lower  chambers^  with  desperate  obstinacy ;  and  the  governor/ 
who  had  been  appointed  by  O'Snlliyan^  after  receiving  a  mortal 
woand^  endeavonred^  in  his  expiring  moments^  to  fire  the  magazine, 
and  thus  involve  both  friend  and  foe  in  one  general  nun.  He 
was  fortnnately  prevented  from  committing  this  act  of  barbarous 
violence,  and  the  castle  was  demolished  by  the  queen's  foices; 

The  design  of  our  work  forbids  us  to  indulge  in  the  luxury  of 
expatiating,  with  any  resemblance  of  diffbseness,  on  tracts 
however  eminent  for  natural  beauty,  if  unconnected  with  marked 
passages  of  history,  either  national  or  local.  In  quitting  reluct- 
antly this  district,  we  reocmimend  to  the  visiter,  more  decidedly 
in  search  of  the  picturesque^  a  deliberate  examination  of  Glanga- 
riffe  J  and  of  the  water-fsll  of  Hungry-Hill,  from  several  diSerent 
points  of  observation.  The  unspealahlB  magnificence  of  the  bay 
will  unavoidablyattract  his  repeated  inspection;  andwe  will  venture 
to  affirm  that  no  repetition  of  this  pleasure  will  cause  the  lustre 
of  the  oomprdiensive  view  to  iade  on  the  eye,  through  effect  of 
familiarity.  The  august  masses  of  rock  which  form  headlands, 
and  protect  the  numerous  bays  against  the  mighty  waves  of  the 
Atbntic ;  the  rocky  mountains  which  line  the  shores  of  bays  and 
hartwurs ;  and  the  wild  solitudes  of  mountain  scenery,  between 
the  northern  shore  of  Bantry  and  the  confines  of  Kerry;  are 
tetile  of  delights  for  themind  accustomed  to  pictorial  combinations, 
and  pfodnetive  of  an  exalted,  if  less  refined,  gratifioation  for  all 
who  are  sensible  to  the  <^rms  of  nature ;  we  may  add  of  all  who 
possess  a  simplicity  of  reverence  for  the  great  power  in  which 
nature  originates. 

In  pursuing  our  topognq^hical  delineations  of  this  county,  we 
proceed  to  notice  the  remunder  of  audi  phees  u  particalariy 
demand  the  attention  of  the  topographer  and  antiquary,  between 
tiie  Bay  of  Bantry  on  the  west,  and  IVacton  Abbey,  near  (he 
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entnmce  of  Cork  Harbour^  in  an  opposite  directioB.  Tkis  ttten* 
8i?e  line  of  coast  opposes  to  the  raging  waves  of  the  Atlantic  a 
barrier  of  rocks,  various  in  height  hot  often  of  great  elevstioD, 
said  presenting  an  endless  diversity  of  forms.  Several  bays«  and 
nnmeroos  coves  are  here  seen.  The  promontories  connected  with 
these  are  sometimes  awfnlly  gfand,  and  the  whole  scenery  of  the 
coast  displays  the  unmitigated  aasterity  of  nature,  unless  an 
alleviation  of  threatening  wildness  can  be  found  inoccairional 
eeoentricities  of  form,  which  cause  surprise  to  niingie  with  a 
sense  of  the  gloomy  and  terrific. 

One  of  the  principal  bays  on  this  tract  of  coast  is  that  cf 
DvNicAJrus,  whidi  is  separated  from  the  bay  of  Bantry  hj  a 
narrow  but  rugged  peninsula.  This  is  a  large  and  safe  harbour, 
but  is  little  used.  When  viewed  from  several  points  of  the  shore, 
it  assumes  the  appearance  of  a  spadous  lake,  surrounded  by 
mountains .  At  the  head  of  the  bay  is  ah  extensive  val^  aff^rdhig 
fine  views  towards  the  sea.  On  the  eastern  ehore  are  the  mina 
of  Dunmanus  Cattie,  a  fortress  of  some  extent,  ^erected  by  the 
Mahonys ;  and,  more  towards  the  interior  of  the  bay,  are  the 
remains  of  Dumieacon,  a  caslie  also  fdlrmerly  belongibg  to  that  lepl. 

The  island  of  Capb  CiBAn^  an  object  weU  known  as  a  knd- 
m»kfor  mariners,  both  outward  and  homeward  bound,  la  Ae 
most  southern  point  of  the  Irish  coast.  This  island  is  about  thiW 
miles  long,  and  two  broad.  It  Is,  in  most  parts,  rooky  towai^ 
the  sea ;  and  on  the  southern  side  presents  a  steep  and  inacoeaaiUe 
ciiff.  There  are,  however;  some  inlets  which  afford  laadiiig^ 
places  to  small  boats.^  The  island  constitutes  one  parish,  and  b 
supposed  to  contain  about  1400  inhabitants,  who  reside  in  several 
small  villages.  Their  cabins  are  of  a  mean  description,  and  ars 
covered  with  thatch,  secured  against  the  violence  of  the  winds  by 
interwoven  ropes  of  straw,  which  liangr  o^^  ^^^  ^v^'  and' are 
rendered  steady  by  wdghty  stones,  affixed  to  their  ends.  Over 
the  thatch  of  maiky  of  tlie  cabins  is  spread  old  nettii^. 
The  isle  is  of  an  undulating  surisce,  but  much  of  the  laM  iif 
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irapable'  of  no  oUier  prodoctiou  than  heath  and  short  farie.    No. 
wood  grows  here>  and  the  inhabitants  are  nnder  the  necessity  of 
procuring  fuel  from  the  main  land.  >  The  spade  is  used  in  hns- 
bandry  5  and  barley,  flax,  and  potatoes  are  the  only  articles  raised. 
The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  engaged  in  fishing,  and  they  reap  sfune. 
advantages  from  a  petty  traffic  with  homeward-boand  vessela,. 
and  from  their  services  as  pilots.    They  are  a  hardy  race,  and> 
although  not  generally  of  a  stature  superior  to  other  men,  several 
are  eminent  for  height  and  strength.    Mr.  Townsend  notices  a. 
person,  known:  by  the  appellation  of  the  strong  man  of  the  Cape^ 
who  was  not  less  than  seven  feet  high ;  and  several  famiUes  are 
distinguished,  at  the  present  time,  for  great  size  and  strength. 
It  will  be  readily  supposed  that  the  whole  of  the  natives  are- 
Catholics^    They  have  the  reputation  of  being  a  simple,  honesty 
and  worthy  people.    As  regards  simplicity,  it  may  be  truly 
averred  that  their  only  luxury  consists  of  an  indulgence  in 
spirituous  liquors^  and  the  delight  of  listening  to  old  talea,  whilst 
the  **  strength  of  the  shell  goes  round,*'  and  the  winter's  fire 
affords  a  delightful  contrast  to  the  storms  of  the  Atlantic. 

Theae  people  seldom  visit  the  main  land,  unless  for  pupoaea 
of  barter.  So  attached  are  they  to  their  sterile  home^  diat  they- 
never  quit  it,  even  for  a  short  time,  without  evident  rdnctaaoe  | 
and  they  view  an  expulsion  from  the  island  as  the  gieateat  of  all 
possible  calamities.  Thus,  the  inhabitant  of  thu  sequestered, 
region  affords  a  striking  illustration  of  the  truth,  as  well. as  fine 
poelry>  of  Goldsmith's  lines : 

Dear  is  that  abed  to  which  his  soal  conforms^     ■ 
And  dear  that  hill  which  lifts  him  to  the  storms ) 
And  as  a  child,  when  scaring  soands  molest. 
Clings  close  and  closer  to  the  mother's  breast  j 
80  the  lovd  torrent  and  the  whirlwind's  roar, 
Bat  hind  him  to  his  natlTO  mountains  more. 

l%i8  island  is  now  the  property  of  the  Berber  family,  bet  it 
tonnerly  belonged  to  the  acpt  of  0'Driaeoll>  who  had  a  castle  here, 
well  suited,  in  chai«cter  and  aitoaHon,  to  the  daring  eiqpMts  of 
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that  tribe  ia  the  fifteenth  century.  The  raind  afe  Beated  on  a 
lefty  mass  of  rock^  which  overhangs  the  Sea,  at  the  soath-westem 
point  of  the  island.  It  is  approached  in  no  other  way  than  by  a 
narrow  path  on  a  ledge  of  rock,  aboat  30  feet  in  length.  This 
rocky  passage  is  high  and  steep  on  both  8ides>  whilst  the  waters 
roar  beneath  on  either  hand.  Towards  the  oceans  the  rock  on 
which  the  castle  stands  is  qnite  precipitons.  Even  wtien  Ae 
wind  is  quiet^  the  Atlantic  is  subject  to  a  prodigtons  swell ;  and, 
in  the  calmest  weather,  its  waves  break  against  this  rock  with  a 
violence  that  resounds  along  the  shore  to  a  great  distance !  In  a 
work  devoted  to  anecdote  some  traditional  legends  might  be 
presented,  respecting  this  fortress.  The  only  Uikmcoi  drcnm- 
etance  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  is  its  capture,  by  a  force 
under  Captain  Harvey,  on  the  92nd  of  March,  1601 ;  shortly 
after  which  date  O'DriscoU  submitted  to  Queen  Elisabeth. 

Baltimore,  now  a  small  and  decayed  fishing  town,  #as,  for 
several  centuries,  the  property  and  principal  settlement  of  the 
O'Driscolls,  some  of  which  sept  were  long  notorious  for  the 
practice  of  piracy,  to  a  most  daring  extent.  The  ruins  of  tinnr 
castle  at  this  place  are  still  to  be  seen.  An  English  plantatbn 
was  effected  here,  in  the  reign  of  James  I.,  under  the  direction  of 
Sir  Thdmas  Crook,  who  is  said  to  hate  taken  a  lease  of  the  town 
firom  Sir  Fineen  0*Driscoll.  Sir  Thomas  procured  a  charter  of 
incorporation,  and  the  settlers  erected  sixty  new  houses.  The 
death  of  Sir  Thomas  Crook,  and  subsequent  disputes  concemii^ 
his  property  in  Baltimore,  caused  a  suspension  of  these  improve- 
ments ;  and  a  disaster,  of  a  very  memorable  character^  reduced  the 
town  to  an  abject  depth  of  humility.  The  inhabitants,  so  long 
accustomed  to  aggressive  acts  of  piracy,  were  doomed  to  experience 
a  system  of  reprisal,  quite  unexpected.  At  dead  midnight,  on  the 
Mth  of  June,  1631,  the  crews  of  two  Algerine  rovers  landed  here, 
and  having  plundered  and  fired  the  prindpal  houses,  carried  away 
as  prisoners  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants,  including  100 
English.  The  Algerines  were  treacherously  piloted  into  the  har- 
bour by  a  fisherman  of  X>ungarvan>  who  was  afterwards  execute 
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for  his  crime.  Baltimore  never  recovered  from  tbe  effects  of  thU 
shock  I  bnt,  in  the  midst  of  its  misery^  it  retained  the  privilege  of 
sending  two  members  to  parliament,  until  the  reformation  effected 
by  the  Union.  The  town,  and  much  of  the  neighbouring  rugged 
country,  are  now  the  property  of  Lord  Carbery.  Several  very 
respectable  branches  of  the  0*DriscolI  family  still  reside  in  thb 
part  of  the  county. 

The  Bay  of  Baltimore  is  free  from  any  bar^  or  other  dangerous 
impediment,  but  is  little  frequented.  As  a  picturesque  object  it 
is  very  attractive,  although  the  shores  are  completely  destitute  of 
wood.  The  waters  of  the  bay  are  dotted  with  several  islands ; 
and,  inland,  is  seen  a  mountainous  tract,  which  finishes  on  the 
coast  in  a  lofty  promontory.  In  different  degrees  of  distance  are 
other  promontories,  of  altitude  still  greater,  including  Mizen-head, 
the  most  southern  point  of  Irish  main-land.  The  sea  might  hero 
afford  an  inexhaustible  mine  of  wealth  and  plenty,  if  the  fishery 
were  under  judicious  management.  The  quantity  of  fish  taken  is 
sometimes  so  great,  that,  after  the  neighbouring  district  has  been 
amply  supplied^  and  considerable  numbers  have  been  dried  and 
salted,  a  large  remainder  is  used  as  manure. 

The  town  of  Skibbbeeen  is  seated  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river  lien,  which  river  takes  its  rise  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
Gonnty,  and  enters  the  Bay  of  Baltimore,  at  a  short  distance  from 
this  town.  We  are  told,  by  Smith,  that  Skibbereen  (formerly 
called  Stapletown)  -was,  antiently,  a  part  of  the  domain  attached 
to  the  castle  of  Gortnaclough,  which  fortress  belonged  to  Mac 
CartyReagh,.ai^d  way  demolished  many  ages  back.  The  augmenting 
popuktioo  of  th«  ndghbonring  districts,  and  the  new  wants  created 
by  an  improved  state  of  civilization  and  increased  habits  of 
industry,  have  caused  this  remote  town  to  advance  considerably 
in  trade  and  importance,  within  the  last  half  century.*    The  old 

*  Mr.  Wel«|,  in  his  notice  of  Skibbereen,  about  twenty  years  back, 
observes,  that  *^  this  place  called  to  his  recollection  the  old  story  of  an  Irish 
servant,  who,  being  asked,  on  arriving  in  London,  what  he  thought  of  that 
city,  replied,  that  London  appeared  a  mighty  food  tort  of  a  place,  M  woi 
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parts  of  the  town  (forming  mncb  the  larger  divisions)  are  misenUe 
in  tbe  extreme^  and  exhibit  a  disgusting  example  of  the  nnall 
provincial  towns  of  Ireland^  whilst  sodety  was  entirely  oonfined 
to  two  classes^  chiefly  through  the  operation  of  an  illiberal  policy 
in  the  governing  power.     Tbade^  the  only  solid  remedy  for  the 
evils  of  a  country^  in  which  the  great  bulk  of  the  population  has 
long  been  degraded  by  inflictions  thus  severe^  has  led  to  the 
improvement  of  this  place  in  every  point  of  view,  without  the  aid 
of  parliamentary  grant  or  family  patronage.     Here  are  bolting- 
mills,  and  breweries,  on  an  extensive  scale*    A  weekly  market  is 
well  attended  3  and  there  are  four  annual  fairs,  at  which  laxge 
quantities  of  coarse  linen  and  yam  are  offered  for  sale,  and  much 
other  business  is  transacted.    The  property  of  this  town  is  chiefly 
vested  in  the  families  of  Becher,  Wright,  and  Townsend. 

About  tluree  miles  from  the  above  town,  towards  the  south* 
west,  is  a  salt  water  lake,  termed  Louobhinb.  This  lake  is 
nearly  circular,  and  is  not  less  than  two  miles  in  circumfwence* 
It  is  encompassed  by  hills,  of  varying  height,  which  shut  from 
sight  the  parent  ocean  3  and  the  channel  by  which  it  is  sullied 
is  very  narrow.  Nearly  in  the  centre  of  this  natural  basin  is  a 
small  island,  impressively  graced  with  the  ruins  of  a  castle, 
formerly  a  romantic  and  secluded  fastness  of  the  O'DriscoUs. 


Castle-townsend,  at  a  short  distance  from 
towards  the  east,  is  a  small  but  agreeable  town,  which  has  riseo 
to  its  present  state  of  respectability  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Townsend  family,  who  have  here  a  handsome  mansion  and 
demesne.  Here  is  a  custom-house  for  the  district  of  Baltimore,  hut 
the  place  has  little  trade,  and  is  rather  suited  to  retired  residence 
than  commercial  pursuits. 

This  part  of  the  coast  affords  many  fine  situations,  and  is 

nothing  at  all  to  Skibbereen :  and,  indeed,  Skibbereen,  in  some  respects, 
stands  unparalleled ;  for  we  found  whole  streets  in  It  formed  of  cabins 
without  clumneys,  situated  at  the  bottom  of  a  deep  trench,  or  ditch.* 
Illustrations  of  Ealiamey,  p.  100 
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ornamented  with  several  8eat8>  the  principal  of  which  belong  to 
the  families  of  0*Donovan^  Beeher,  Townscnd,  and  Jervois.  A 
tract  more  bold»  varions,  and  rich  in  marine  views^  can  scarcely 
be  imagined.  To  a  mind  prepared  by  its  native  energies^  or  by  a 
cultivated  taste  for  the  snblime,  this  scenery  will  yield  a  fiind  of 
delight^  Almost  inexhanstible.  It  may  be  worthy  of  remark,  that 
the  gloom  and  asperity  of  Dean  Swift  enjoyed  a  genial  banquet 
in  thQ  awful  grandeur  of  this  region.  We  are  told  that  he  passed 
several  months  of  the  year  17^3,  at  the  house  of  a  clergyman,  in  the 
parish  of  Mybos,  and  was  particularly  gratified  by  making  little 
voyages  along  the  coast,  from  Glandore  harbour  towards  Baltimore. 
The  mingled  charms  and  terrors  displayed  to  the  voyager^etween 
those  places,  he  has  celebrated  in  a  latin  poem,  df  a  lofty  tone 
well-snited  to  the  theme.  It  is  entitled  Carberl^  Rupes,  and  has 
been  ably  rendered  into  English  by  the  Rev.  0r.  Dnnkin. 

Myros  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Glandore  harbour.  At 
a  place  called  Carigiliky,  within  the  limits  of  this  parish,  are  the 
fonndattons  of  a  large  building,  with  an  adjacent  cemetery,  in 
which  great  quantities  of  human  bones  have  been  discovered. 
These  traces  of  buikfing  are  supposed  to  be  the  remains  of  the 
A^ey  of  Moure,  or  the  Clear  Spring,  which  was  founded  in  the 
year  1179>  by  Dermot  M'Cormac  NTCarthy,  prince  of  Desmond, 
who  supplied  it  with  Cistertian  monks,  from  the  abbey  of  Bal- 
tinglass.  At  the  head  of  Glandore  harbonr  is  an  antient  seat  of 
the  Jervois  family,  and,  on  its  west  side,  is  a  handsome  villa, 
erected,  a  few  years  back,  by  the  Rev.  Arthur  Herbert,  rector  of 
Myros.  The  demesne  is  finely  circumstanced,  and  is  greatly 
improved  by  plantations  ^  but  the  scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  first-named  seat  is  the  most  romantic  and  striking.  In  that 
vicinity  is  a  terrific  pass,  termed  the  Leap,  formed  by  a  deep  and 
dangerous  glen,  whose  precipitous  sides  would  appear  to  defy  the 
ascent  of  human  foot. 

Ross,  or  RosscAKaBRY,  is  seated  on  a  rocky  eminence,  near 

the  northern  extremity  of  a  large  bay.    This  place  is  said  by 

Camden  to  have  formerly  possessed  a  harbour,  but  the  tradition 

hh9 
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on  which  that  writer  formed  such  an  opinion  wonld  aniesr  to  be 
fatile.  The  rocky  elevation  on  wbich  the  toiwn  is  situated  i» 
nearly  sarroanded  with  a  strand,  which  has  rather  the  appearance 
of  haying  once  formed  a  tarf-bog  than  a  harboor.  The  dooMslic 
boildiogs  are,  generally^  of  a  diaracter  below  mediocrity;  a 
circamstance  to  be  attribated  to  the  riatnre  of  the  property,  as 
the  town  nominally  belongs  to  Lord  Carbery,  bvt  is  merely  held 
by  bis  lordship  under  the  see  of  Ross.  In  the  centre  is  a  s<|aare, 
of  rather  large  dimensions^  from  the  angles  of  which  diverge  four 
narrow  streets.  The  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  are  engaged 
in  weaving ;  and  much  linen  yam  is  sold  here.  There  are  Uiree 
annual  fairs }  and  there  is,  likewise,  a  weekly  market,  held  on  the 
Wednesday.  The  bay  yields  large  quantities  of  fish,  chiefly  had-' 
dock  and  bream.  ' 

Ross  is  the  see  of  a  bishop,  and  was,  formeriy,  disUngoished 
by  a  monastic  foundation  and  a  scholastic  institntion,  of  great 
celebrity.  The  antlent  name  was  Rost-AVuhn,  the  field  of  pilgri- 
mage. The  origin,  or  at  least  the  early  importance,  of  the  town, 
is  ascribed  to  St.  Fachnan,  one  of  those  memorable  scholars  of 
the  sixth  century,  who  imparted  to  Ireland  Its  best  and  greatest 
pride  in  antiquity,  by  rendering  it  the  seat  of  learning  in  ages 
doriDg  which  the  neighbouring  counties  were  plunged  in  mental 
darkness,  and  had  no  boast  but  that  of  triumphant  bloodshed. 
This  wise  and  upright  man  (as  he  is  hononnbly  designated  by  the 
writer  of  his  life)  was  abbot  of  the  monastery  here,  and  is  believed 
to  have  been  also  the  first  bishop  of  Ross.  He  was  succeeded,  as 
principal  of  the  celebrated  school  in  his  monastery,  by  St.  Conall ; 
and  it  is  asserted  by  Hanmer,  quoting  from  some  unknown  but 
antient  writer,  that  St.  Brendan  taught  the  liberal  arts  in  this 
school.  The  same  writer,  but  likewise  on  a  nameless  authority, 
as^serts  that  the  town,  which  speedily  increased  around  so  distin- 
guished a  seminary,  was  encompassed  with  walls,  by  a  lady  of  this 
country.  He  adds,  that,  in  the  wars  which  ensued  between 
several  Irish  septs,  and  particularly  in  those  between  the  Mac 
Carthys  and  0*DriscoUs,  the  religious  establishment  and  its  town 
were  nearly  demolished.    By  a  charter  of  King  John,  this  town 
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was  gnutted>  nndertlie  name  of  Roue^ar^  to  Adam  Roche^  with 
«ll  its  af^nrCeiiaiicea^  save  the  demesne  of  the  bishop. 

n»  Mimmiery  MoDged  to  the  order  of  St.  Benedict.  The 
rains  are  situated  near  the  cathedral,  and  consist  of  two  side 
walk  oC  the  ch^Ml,  which  exhibit  marks  of  a  rode  and  great 
antiquity.  Near  the  east  end  of  the  north  wall  is  a  small  and 
narrow  window,  the  only  light  which  the  building  received 
from  its  sides.  On  the  south  side  is  a  round-headed  door-way, 
^rmed  of  freestone,  well  squared,  but  destitute  of  architectural 
or  sculptured  ornaments.  The  stones  of  which  the  walls  are 
composed  are  unhewn,  but  are  imbedded  in  cement,  composed 
of  small  stones,  gravel,  and  lime.  The  inside  appears  to  have 
been  covered  with  a  thick  coat  of  plaister,  formed  of  lime  and 
gravel.  The  ruins  stand  upon  a  rocky  eminence,  a  great  part 
of  whteh  is  washed  by  the  tide. 

The  CtUkedrai  has  been  altered  at  different  periods,  and  is 
now  of  no  great  architectural  interest,  but  is  embosomed  in  trees, 
and  constitutes  an  object  agreei^ly  picturesque.  On  the  west  is 
a  tower>  surmounted  by  a  spire  of  hewn  stone,  50  feet  in  height. 
This  ornamental  spire  was  recently  added  by  Mr.  Michael 
Shanahan,  of  Cork,  under  the  direction  of  the  dean  and  chapter. 
In  the  vicinity  of  the  cathedral  are  some  ejtcavtuions,  believed 
to  be  of  considerable  extent,  but  which  have  never  been  thoroughly 
exfriored,  and  are  now  dosed  up.  After  lying  hidden  for  unnum* 
bered  centuries,  their  existence  was  accidentally  ascertained  about 
the'year  1747*  We  are  informed  by  Mr.  Townsend  that  in  them 
"  were  discovered  many  small  chambers,  bearing  evident  marks 
of  fire,  and  connected  by  narrow  passages."  A  further  account 
is  aff<mled  in  Dr.  Smith's  history  of  this  county. 

The  see  of  Ross  has  been  united  to  that  of  Cork,  from  the 
date  of  1503.  The  chapter  consists  of  a  dean;  precentor; 
chancellor;  treasurer  i  archdeacon;  two  rural  deans;  and  five 
prebendaries. 

Near  the  village  of  Nxwmill,  in  the  vicinity  of  Ross,  are  the 
remains  of  a  cirde  of  upright  stones^  of  which  five  are  now  standing. 
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There  is  no  central  stoae^  bnt^  at  a  very  sborl;  disUncQ  from  tiie 
drde,  is  a  cromlech^  composed  of  a  covering  stone  and  tliree 
supporters.  At  the  distance  of  abont  one  hundred  yards  from  the 
circle^  is  a  single  upright  stone }  and  it  m^jli^e  renarked  ihat  the 
same  sitnation  of  a  single  stone  occurs  a|  Stone-henge^  and  9i 
RoUrich>  in  Oxfordshire. 

At  the  distance  of  about  one  mile  from  Ross^  towards  lh0 
west«  is  the  decayed  ipansion  of  Bai/Lyviri^^n«  This  bniUui| 
presents,  a  curious  specimen  of  a  style  in  dom^tic  arcbiteotnre 
not  often  seen  in  Ireland  j  that  of  the  sp^cuMis  and  cgmfortaUe 
«anor-hofise«  erected  in  nearly  all  parts  of  Bngland  at  the  dawn 
of  political  security  in  the  last  half  of  the  sixtsenttk  Q^tory.  It  is 
said  by  Smith  that  the  house  of  Bally  vireen  was  erected  by  Sir 
Walter  Coppinger^  who  also  designed  to  build  a  town  bare,  but 
was  prevented  by  the  rebellion  of  1641. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  same  town  are  several  seatSj  in  good 
preservation^  and  occupied  by  fai^ilies  of  much  respectability* 
Perhaps  the  most  interesting  of  these  is  Banouff,  the  romantic 
seat  of  the  Morris  family.  The  house  is  placed  upon  a  roekj  wUdt 
rises  from  a  small  and  picturesque  valley.  Attached  U^  th^  present 
dwelling  stands  the  antient  castle  of  Ba^dnff,  formerly  a  stmaf 
bold  of  the  O^Donovans.  The  family  of  Morris  has  bemi  seated 
^ere  through  several  descents.  It  may  be  noticed  as  atriiingi 
but  curious  circumstance^  that  in  the  ground  connected  with  this 
residence  is  to  be  seen  a  rookery^  formed  in  a  grove  of  laprebu 

Among  the  modern  seats  is  conspicuous  that  at  DsbeTi  which 
was  recently  built  by  the  Rev.  Horatio  Townsend,  author  of  the 
Statistical  Survey  of  the  county  of  Cork,  and  now  constitutes  his 
residence. 

Castlb  Frekb,  the  seat  of  John  Evans  Freke,  Lord  Carbery, 
is  at  a  short  distance  from  Ross^  towards  the  south-west,  and  occn* 
pies  a  bold  situation,  favourable  to  the  display  of  the  manikm 
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Md  to  the  attaiamMt  of  extennve  Tiews^  bat  i>ec«lifeu'iy  open  to 
the  rage  of  the  winds,  which  eoonetiines  sweep  o?er  the  iiei||^boiirhig 
sea  with  greet  violence.  This  place  was  formeriy  called  Raik 
Bmr^^  from  an  antieat  castle  of  the  Barry  family.  The  antieat 
beiiding  on  the  demeane  enjoyed  a  shelteied,  yet  pictttresqne» 
sitoation^  and  was  earidied  by  a  fine  contigoons  weed  of  aged 
oak*  The  site,  indeed,  would  appte<  to  have  been  unnsnaUy  well 
soited  to  a  castellated  residence,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
Lord  Carbery,  when  he  oommeneed  a  new  house,  about  thirty 
years  ago,  had  not  preserved  tbe  antient  site  for  his  fresh  strne- 
tare.  The  bonse  which  he  first  erected,  on  the  present  eterated 
and  exposed  spot,  was  conrenient  as  to  interior  arrangement,  but 
witiMml  any  pretensiens  to  external  beauty.  This  bnilding  his 
lordship  has  eidarged^  witlun  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  has 
beatowcd  on  the  whole  an  exterior,  imitativo  of  castellation,  after 
thedf8%nsof  Mr.  Morrison.  The  alterations  were  not  oompleted 
when  we  inspected  Castle  Freke ;  but  such  parts  as  were  fiAfished 
had  great  spkndoor  of  effect,  and  tbb  mansion,  when  the  designs 
are  enttiely  carried  into  execution,  will,  probaUy,  rank*  among 
the  finest  bniMings  of  its  class  in  Ireland.* 

Ci«e«asrAKii«TT  is  a  towaof  some  extent,  at  the  head  of  a  bay  of 
that  name*  This  place  enjoys  more  trade  than  is  osnal  with  the 
ittlerier  pnMrindal  towns  of  Ireland,  and  the  bnildings  and  general 
aspect  wear  a  correspondent  air  of  prosperity.  At  the  weekly 
market,  and  three  annual  fairs,  considerable  qnantities  of  linen 
yam  and  ooame  linens  are  purchased,  by  dealers  from  B»ndon« 

t*  it  is  recerde^,  in  tbe  Stadtt&^al  Sanrey  of  thif  cooniy,  that  '^  some 
antieat  silver  coins  were  discovered,  by  labonrefs  employed  in  levelHng 
an  enclosare  at  Castle  Frel^e.  They  were  wrapped  in  a  small  bag,  pro- 
bably of  leather,  which  monldered  into  dnst  on  being  taken  up.  Though 
the  metal  is  not  pnre,  they  have  suffered  little  injury  from  time,  and  re- 
tain their  impressions  very  distinctly.  Edmnnd  and  Adelstan  (or  Athel- 
staa)  are  plainly  legible  on  some  of  them.'*  It  has  been  supposed  that 
these  coins  were  brought  hither  by  Anlaf,  who  is  said  to  have  fled  into 
Ireland  after  his  defeat  by  Atbelstan,  at  Bmnanburh,  A.  D.  9S4. 
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There  is,  also,  nmch  traffic  in  com,  for  wbich  branch  of  trade  lar||€ 
storehouses  are  here  erected.  The  harboer,  which  is  distant  firom 
the  town  about  one  mile,  is  difficult  of  access,  in  consequence  of  a 
sand-bar  at  its  month.  The  vessels  employed  by  the  traders  of 
.  tUs  place  are  small  sloops,  in  whicb  com  and  slate  are  exported 
to  Cork,  and  potatoes  to  DnUin.  The  diief  imports  are  cod, 
rock-salt,  and  esrthen-ware,  from  England.  Many  laifpe  li^ilers 
are  employed  in  procuring  sea-sand,  which  is  really  pordmsed, 
as  manure,  by  the  inland  farmers ;  and  sevend  quays  have  been 
built  for  the  furtherance  of  this  trade.  The  domestic  bnildiags 
have  been  greatly  improved  in  recent  years,  and  many  dwellings  of 
the  principal  traders  are  now  both  spacious  and  handsome.  The 
parish  church  is  a  neat  building,  but  of  dimensions  too  small  for 
the  congregations  by  which  it  is  attended.  The  Roman  Catiiolic 
chapel  is  a  spacious  structure,  lately  erected  by  general  anheerip* 
tion. .  A  court  house  and  barrack  complete  the  list  of  pnblic 
%nil^iags. 

This  town  owes  its  foundation  to  the  ennobled  iuaaly  of  Ba^, 
A  charter  for  its  incorporation  was  procured,  in  the  second  of 
James  I.,  by  the  first  Earl  of  Cork.  The  corporation  consiita  <tf 
a  sovereign,  burgesses,  and  freemen,  who  have  power  to  liold  a 
Court  of  Record,  for  the  recovery  of  debts  under  the  amoont  of 
90/.,  and  a  Session  of  the  Peace,  for  the  punishment  of  potty 
offences.  It  is  mentioned  by  Smith,  on  the  authority  of  MBS.  left 
by  Sir  Richard  Coxe,  that,  in  the  year  164S,  two  fall  companies 
of  Lord  Forbes's  regiment  were  slain,  by  the  Irish,  in  the  streeta 
of  this  town.  The  greater  part  of  the  town  was,  likewiae, 
destroyed  by  lire,  in  the  dvil  war  <rf  that  period.  The  eail  of 
Shannon  is  lord  of  this  borough,  and  proprietor  of  the  town  and 
adjoining  estates;  the  grandfather  of  the  present  earl  having 
purchased  the  property  of  Lord  Burlington.  Before  the  Union, 
this  place  returned  two  members  to  parliament.* 

*  An  extended  statUtieal  aceoant  of  the  uidon  of  Kilgeriff,  hi  wUch 
the  above  town  it  jituated,  b  given  id  the  and  Vol.  of  Mr.  Shaw  Mason*i 
Parochial  Survey. 
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doghnakilty  has  received  constderftble  adtaotages  from  the 
new  line  of  mail-coach  road,  which  roos  throogh  the  town,  and 
has  already  led  to  the  improvement  of  several  croes-roadt  in  its 
▼ieinity.  The  coontry  in  this  neighbourhood  is  hilly,  with  an 
Intermixtmre  of  rock,  often  rising  above  the  snrfoce.  The  vales  are 
watered  by  many  nameless  brooks^  or  rivnlets.  Numerous  high 
and  bold  clifls  rise  on  the  sea^coast,  often  prodoctive  of  mnch 
romantiiB  beauty.  ' 

On  the  lands  of  Temple  Brien,  at  ^e  distance  of  about  one 
mile  from  Cloghnakiity,  towards  the  north,  are  some  remains  of 
antiquity,  which  exhibit,  in  a  very  curious  and  decisive  manner, 
the  readiness  with  which  the  early  teachers  of  christiamty  profited 
by  the  prevuling  notions  of  sanctity,  attached  to  Fsgan  temples 
and  erectieBs,  in  their  endeavours  to  divert  the  superstition  of  an 
ignorant  people  into  channels  fsvourable  to  the  reception  of  a  more 
rational  faith.  In  our  notice  of  these  vestiges  we  are  inddited, 
for  many  particulars,  to  the  investigations  of  Mr.  Townsend, 
whose  opportuniUes,  and  diUgence  of  reseurch,  have  enabled  him 
to  correct  several  errors  in  the  accounts  published  by  Smith  and 


The  more  anttent  and  pagan  parts  of  these  remains  oonmst  of 
a  circle  of  upright  stones ;  a  single  pillar-stone,  which  had  for- 
merly foor  subordinate  stones  in  its  contiguity,  one  of  which  is 
still  to  be  seen  |  and  a  cave,  of  considerable  extent.  These, 
widi  tlie  exception  et  the  atony  drde,  are  now  intermingled  with 
the  arrangements  of  a  very  old  and  decayed  place  of  Christian 
worship  I  and  the  description  will  be  more  clear,  if  commenced 
with  a  notice  of  the  ruined  church. 

The  church  at  Temple  Brien  was,  evidently,  of  very  small 
dimensions,  and,  in  the  greater  part,  built  without  the  use  of  lime, 
or  other  cement.  It  was  placed  in  a  small  quadrangular  indo- 
sure  i  and,  at  the  distance  of  a  few  paces  from  its  northern  side, 
stands  a  single  pillar  of  stone,  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  feet  in 
length,  nearly  five  feet  being  beneath  the  present  surfiice  of  the 
ground.  It  Is,  according  to  a  measurement  made  by  Mr.  Towns- 
end,  ''  about  four  feet  in  drcumfeicnce,  at  the  bottom,  and  tiq;»ers 
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gradttally  in  riMog,  approachiiig  almost  to  a  point  at  the  aa»pitt. 
The  form  is  qaadrilateral,  but  it  has  bflea  rounded  off  at  tbe 
anglesj  and  there  were  formerly  four  stcnes^  indented  in  aucli  a 
manner  as  to  fit  exactly  the  foor  eorners  of  the  pillar.  One  of 
these  is  still  remaining,  and  on  one  oi  its  sides  is  the  mde  forp 
of  a  cross,  superadded  by  Christian  piety." 

Mr.  Tewnsend  censlders  it  to  be  doubtful  whether  this  sloiie 
were  really  erected  by  persons  practising  what  is  ctemonly 
called  the  Dmidieal  foim  of  rdigion,  as  it  bears,  in  the  ronnd- 
iog  of  its  angles,  evident  marks  of  the  tool.  Bat  it  is  wsU 
known  diat  the  tool  was  used  in  parts  of  Stoneheage,  and  was, 
indeed,  frequently  employed  in  works  rationally  attribnted  to  the 
Belgse,  in  the  later  and  degenerated  times  of  DrwMfism.  In 
many  instances  tbe  cross  is  seen  rvdely  engraved  opon  pillars, 
which,  from  situation  and  character,  were  manifestly  erected  in 
pagan  ages. 

The  qtiadrangnlar  area,  within  whidi  the  churdi  stands,  is 
merely  a  central  spot  in  a  krge  oblong  indosure,  containing  about 
four  acres.  The  whole  of  this  inclosure  was  once  snrromMled  by 
a  wide  ditch,  of  which  some  part  is  still  remainiog.  ''  On  the 
noMh  nde,'*  observes  Mr.  Townsend,  "  is  a  oive,  running  from 
east  to  west,  the  sides  being  supported  by  wails,  and  covered 
over  with  coarse  slates,  or  flags,  whidi  are  so  near  the  surfru^e  as 
to  be  sometimes  disturbed  by  the  plougk  As  &r  as  one  can  see, 
it  appears  to  be  low  and  narrow.  Human  bones  are  often  fiMud 
within  the  area  of  diis  singular  indosnre." 

Distant  from  the  church  about  four  hundred  yards,  towards 
the  south,  is  a  circle  of  large  stones,  thirty  feet  in  diaoMler. 
When  the  bishop  of  Clogher  visited  this  spot,  in  1749,  the  re- 
maining stones  of  the  drde  were  nine  ia  number;  but  only  «x 
were  left  wb^  Smith  wrote  his  account  of  Cork,  about  1748. 
No  more  than  five  now  retain  an  upright  positkm,  besides  a 
central  stone,  round  und  composed  of  white  quartz,  which  b,  at 
present,  nearly  hidden  by  a  fence  that  dirides  the  circle.  Tbe 
stones  in  the  ring  are  dissimilar  in  size  and  form,  but  have  uni^ 
fcwmly  a  flat  side  towards  the  centre.     It  is  observable  that  the 
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neigbbonriiig  coontry-people^  who  enterttta  much  reverence  for 
the  mined  charch«  have  no  traditional  respect  for  the  vestiges  of 
this  circnlar  temple. 

TiMOLBAOua,  once  a  place  of  some  coBsideration  and  repati^ 
DOW  redooed  to  the  insigiiificaiioe  of  a  yiUage,  though  still  nomi- 
nally a  market  town^  is  situated  at  the  western  extremity  of  a 
strand  bordering  on  the  harbonr  of  Conrt«Mac-Sherry.  The 
town  i8  seated  npon  the  river  Arigadeen  (the  Silver  Stream), 
which  is  navigable  for  small  vessels  as  far  as  this  place ;  bnt  the 
advantages  it  would  thus  afqpear  to  possess  to  trai&ig  pursuits^ 
are  eclipsed  by  the  contigiuty  of  the  twa  more  eminent  towns  of 
Baodon  and  Cloghnakilty*  It  has,  however,  a  neat  and  commor 
diona  church,  completed  in  the  year  1910. 

The  former  eminence  of  this  place  chiefly  proceeded  from  a 
reUgions  fonndationj  whose  ruins  still  exist,  and  are  worthy  of  the 
traveller's  attention.  The  Abbey  of  Timoleague  has  been  attri- 
buted to  various  founders,  but  may  be  confidently  ascribed,  on 
the  authority  of  a  manuscript  formerly  reported  in  its  arohives, 
to  William  Barry,  lord  of  Ibaun,  who  died  on  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1S73.  The  establishment  was  one  of  the  noblest  in  (h^ 
county  to  which  its  buildings  lent  an  ornament,  and  was  founded 
for  friars  of  the  order  of  St*  Francis,  provincial  chapters  of  the 
order  were  held  within  its  walls  in  1536,  and  1563 }  and  aeveral 
persona  of  distinction  were  here  interred.  It  share^  the.  common 
fate,  at  the  date  of  the  suj^ession  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII*  ^ 
but  was  repaired  in  the  year  1604,  and  restored,  for  a  short  time, 
to  purposes  of  secluded  piety,  by  some  fervid  adherents  of  the  old 
religion. 

These  remains  occupy  a  low,  but  lovely  and  peaceful  station^, 
on  the  banks  of  the  silver  stream,  whose  tide  laves  the  antient 
but  still  firm  walls.  The  buildings  have  been  long  since  deprive4 
of  their  roofing,  but  in  other  respects  present  a  curious  specimen 
of  the  airangements  that  prevailed  in  a  monastic  structure.  They 
comprise  the  principal  walls  of  the  Abbey-church,  with  an  at-- 
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tached  cloister,  and  several  apartments,  including  the  refectorf. 
In  the  choir  of  the  cfanrch  are  the  fragments  of  monnments  erected 
to  members  of  several  antient  families,  among  which  have  been 
noticed  those  of  Mac  Carty  Reagh  (placed  near  the  centre  of  the 
choir  ;)  the  0*Callanes  5  and  the  lords  Conrcey. 

It  appears  from  the  obitaal  book  of  this  convent,  as  dted  by 
Sir  James  Ware,  that  the  steeple,  dormitory,  infirmary,  and  library 
were  rebailt,  about  the  year  150D,  by  Edmnnd  Cooroey,  bbbop 
of  Clogher»  who  had  been  a  friar  of  this  house,  and  was  buried 
here  in  1518.  The  choir  is  of  an  earlier  date,  and  is  in  a  respect- 
able, but  not  elaborate  or  costly  style  of  pointed  architecture. 
The  arches  of  the  doors  and  windows  are  of  brown  freestone  j 
and  it  has  been  observed  that  the  place  at  which  this  stone  was 
procured  is  probably  far  distant,  ft  not  bdng  known  that  any 
similar  stone  exists  in  the  neighbourhood. 

It  appears  to  be  likely  that  the  prosperity  of  this  plaoe  was 
chiefly  dependent  on  the  fortunes  of  its  Abbey ;  but  that  it  was 
once  a  town  of  considerable  notoriety  is  unquestionable.  At  the 
end  of  the  village  opposite  to  that  enriched  by  the  ruins  of  the 
monastery,  are  the  vestiges  of  a  castle,  said  to  have  been  built  by 
the  sept  of  O'Shanghnessy.  It  is  recorded  by  Smith  that 
Timoleague  was  formerly  much  frequented  by  the  Spaniards,  who 
here  found  a  ready  market  for  large  quantities  of  wine.  He  adds 
that  there  were,  in  those  busy  days,  no  less  than  fourteen  taverns 
in  t!his  town,  at  which  sack  was  sold.  What  fertile  matenak  are 
afibrded,  by  these  detmls,  for  the  retrospective  fancy  of  a  writer 
prone  to  people  a  ruined  town  and  deserted  strand  with  the 
tenants  of  a  past  day !  MHiat  mingled  scenes  of  ecclesiasticd 
pomp  and  laical  merriment.  A  stately  abbey,  with  friars  of  the 
grey  order,  clothed  in  their  gowns  and  cowls ;  a  shore  crowded 
with  Spaniards,  bearing  the  produce  of  a  favourite  vintage ;  and 
fourteen  houses  for  the  sale  of  sack  ! 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  this  town  are  several  handsome  seats 
of  resident  gentry,  not  the  less  estimable  for  being  on  a  moderate 
scale. 
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KiNBALK,  (sometimes  written  King9ale)  distant,  fourteen 
miles  from  Cork,  is  seated  at  the  head  of  a  deep  and  commodious 
harboar,  into  which  the  river  Bandon  poors  its  waters.  The  first 
appearance  of  this  town  is  of  a  character  at  once  unnsoal  and 
imposing.  The  buildings  are  placed  on  the  quick  ascent  of  a  hill, 
which  rises  abruptly  from  the  water,  and,  although  not  disposed 
in  a  manner  greatly  conducive  to  beauty  of  effect,  are  still,  in  a 
gei»ral  view,  interesting  from  their  peculiarity,  and  in  some 
parts  their  clustering  altitude,  of  site.  Many  defects  of  arrange* 
ment,  and  much  alloy  of  meanness,  will  be  discovered  on  a  closer 
inspection ;  but  an  air  of  other  times,  very  grateful  to  the  histori- 
cal as  well  as  the  architectural  antiquary,  pervades  many  of  the 
domestic  buildings,  and  creates  a  pleasing  thirst  of  curiosity 
concerning  the  annals  of  a  town,  evidentiy  of  long  standing  and 
former  high  repute. 

Kinsale  was,  in  several  past  centuries,  the  most  celebrated 
port  on  the  southern  coast  of  Ireland;  and,  in  consequence  of 
anch  pre-eminence  as  a  place  of  debarkation,  it  is  connected  with 
many  events  of  national  as  well  as  local  importance. 

In  the  fourth  year  of  King  Richard  II.  (1380)  some  French 
and  Spanish  galleys,  which  had  much  infested  the  English  coast, 
were  driven  for  shelter  to  this  harbour,  and  were  here  attacked 
and  captured,  with  the  loss  of  four  hundred  men,  slain  in  the 
action.  But  the  most  important  military  operations,  in  which  the 
Spaniards  bore  a  part,  took  place  in  1601.  On  the  93rd  of 
September  in  that  year,  a  strong  force,  under  Don  Juan  d'Aqnila, 
took  possession  of  Kinsale,  without  any  attempt  at  opposition  on 
the  part  of  the  garrison,  which  consisted  merely  of  one  company. 
Here  they  were  promptly  besieged  by  the  Lord  Deputy  Mountjoy, 
and  the  lord  president.  Sir  George  Carew.  But  the  Irish 
advanced  in  considerable  numbers,  to  the  assistance  of  the 
invaders.  Those  from  Leinster  and  Connaoght  were  led  by 
0*Donnel,  and  the  insurgent  forces  of  Ulster  were  commanded 
by  Tirone.  Drawing  round  the  besieging  army,  they  iv>t  only 
restrained  its  motions  but  threatened  its  destruction  i  and  the 
consequences  would  probably  have  been  &tal  to  the  English 
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Interest,  had  not  the  Spanish  commander  prevailed  on  Tirobe  to 
qnit  his  favonrable  position,  and  hazard  an  engagement.  This 
battle  was  fought  between  Kinsale  and  the  village  of  Tissasson, 
«n  the  ^8th  of  December.  A  decisive  victory  was  obtained  by  tbe 
Queen's  forces ;  and  the  Spanish  general,  suspecting  that  he  bad 
been  betrayed  by  his  allies,  surrendered  the  town  throogh 
indignation  rather  than  from  necessity.  The  articles  of  capitola- 
tion,  however,  were  not  agreed  upon  until  about  tbe  3nd  of 
January. 

King  James  II.  landed  at  Kinsale,  on  the  I9tb  of  March > 
1689,  having  embarked  at  Brest,  with  the  view  of  commencing 
'h  hopeless  struggle  for  the  possession  of  this  kingdom.* 

This  town  again  experienced  the  horrors  of  a  si^e  in  16M. 
It  was  at  that  time  defended  for  James  II,  by  Sir  Edward  Scot. 
The  investment  lasted  for  twenty-four  days  in  tbe  month  of 
October,  the  assailants  being  commanded  by  tbe  Earl  of 
Marlborougb  and  Prince  of  Wirtemberg.  The  defence  was 
gallantly  conducted,  and  the  garrison,  consisting  of  about  15200 
men,  was  allowed  to  marcb  out  with  arms  and  baggage, 

«  It  is  noticed  by  Mr.  Walker,  in  "  Historical  Memoirs  of  the  tiiah 
bards/'  that  the  friends  of  this  unfortunate  prince,  who  waited  his  arrival 
on  the  sea-shore,  received  him  ivith  the  antient  Irish  dance  termed  the 
Hinceaditfadd,  The  figure  of  this  supposed  national  dance  is  thos 
ilescribed  by  Mr.  Walker.  **  Three  persons  abreast,  each  holding  the 
tsodft  of  a  white  handkerchief,  first  moved  forward  a  few  paces  to  slow 
innsic.  The  rest  of  the  dancers  followed  two  and  two^  a  white  haadker^ 
chief  between  each.  Then  the  dance  began.  The  music  suddenly 
changing  to  brisk  time,  the  dancers  passed  with  a  quick  step  under  the 
liandkerchiefs  of  the  three  in  front;  wheeled  round  in  semi-circles; 
formed  a  variety  of  pleasing  animating  evolutions,  interspersed  at  interrals 
with  entre  chantB,  or  cuts ;  united  and  fell  again  into  their  original  places 
behind,  and  passed/'  Mr.  Walker  thinks  that  "  tiiis  was  probablf  (he 
dance  of  the  Pagan  Irish,  durin|;  their  festivals  on  the  first  of  May ;" 
and  we  are  not  disposed  to  contradict  the  possible  accuracy  of  suck  a 
conjecture.  It  may,  however,  be  remarked  that  a  dance  of  this  descrip- 
tion is  by  no  means  pecnliar  to  Ireland.  The  present  writer  has  seen 
precisely  tiie  same  figure  danced  at  rural  fesdvities,  in  the  inland  and 
secluded  neighbourhood  of  his  residence  ixk  Warwickshire, 
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Tbe  QOtoriety  of  Kinsale,  as  a  favovite  and  much  firoqnented 
port,  cansed  it  to  receive,  at  an  early  period  of  the  English 
ascendancy,  the  protection  of  embattled  walh.  Bot  these  do  not 
appear  to  have  ever  been  very  formidable ;  and  some  sarprise  has 
been  jostly  expressed,  at  the  facility  with  which  a  Spanish  force 
retained  possession  of  the  place  for  more  than  three  months,  in 
the  year  1601.  This  circumstance  can  only  be  attributed  to  the 
assistance  rendered  by  the  armies  under  Tirone  and  O'Donnel, 
which  kept  the  nominal  besiegers  on  the  defensive.  The  appearance 
of  this  town,  early  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  is  curiously  recorded 
by  a  passage  in  tbe  Sidney  papers.  Sir  Henry  Sidney  was  here 
for  three  days,  during  a  progress  made  by  him  in  that  reign ; 
and,  in  a  letter  to  the  lords  of  the  council,  he  states  that  the 
town  was  in  a  miserable  condition.  ''A  castle,"  writes  Sir 
Henry,  ''  which  they  had  upon  their  peere,  is  all  ruined,  and  the 
peere  itselfe  greatlye  decaied."  In  regard  to  natural  capacities 
of  defence,  he  adds  that  **  the  old  Head,  sis  miles  distant  beyond 
the  town,  is  one  of  the  forticMesi  places  that  he  ever  came  in/' 
The  walls  on  the  land  side  of  the  town  were  destroyed  by  order  of 
government,  shortly  after  the  surrender  of'  the  place  to  the 
arms  of  WilHam  HI. 

The  town  of  Kinsale  is  considerable  ia  point  of  siae,  and 
many  modern  houses  are  agreeably  placed,  and  of  a  commodious 
description ;  but  numerous  inconveniences  arise  from  that  mode 
of  disposal^  which  we  have  mentioned  as  affording  aa  attractive 
and  imposing  effect,  when  the  town  is  first  viewed  by  the  voyaget 
anteriag  its  harbour.  The  acclivitous  character  of  the  hill  oa 
whose  side  it  is  placed,  causes  the  communications  between  the 
principal  lines  of  building  to  be  unpleasantly,  if  not  dangerously, 
steep.  In  common  with  those  of  other  antient  towns,  the  streets 
are  extremely  narrow,  and  much  the  grieater  number  of  the  build* 
ittga  are  below  a  mediocrity  of  character.  Many  of  the  houses, 
however,  as  we  have  already  su^^ested,  evince  an  antiquity  and 
peculiarity  of  architectural  design,  that  will  not  fail  to  console  the 
curious  examiner  for  the  difficulties  he  must  encounter  in  perambu* 
kting  the  ascending  ranges  of  contracted  streets.    These  vestiges 
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of  the  antient:  town  have  large  bay  windows^  eonneeted  in  the 
upper  stories  by  balconies  -,  a  fashion  probably  borrowed  from 
the  Spaniards,  in  ages  during  which  Spain  was  absurdly  con* 
eidered  as  the  best  friend  and  ally  of  the  old  residents  in  this 
part  of  Ireland. 

In  the  parish  Chnrch,  a  spacious  aod  respectable  bnflding^ 
were  buried  several  of  the  Southwell  family,  ancestors  to  Lord  de 
Clifford.  There  were  two  monastic  foundations  in  this  town, 
namely  a  priory  of  regular  canons,  and  a  house  for  Carmelites,  or 
White  Friars  i  bat  the  founders  and  history  of  both  are  equally 
unknown. 

The  Barracks  were  recently  erected,  and  are  on  an  extensive 
scale.  But,  after  noticing  this  military  structure,  there  are  few 
public  institotions  that  demand  attention.  An  Hospital,  for 
eight  poor  men,  was  founded  and '  endowed  by  the  Southwell 
family,  a  branch  of  which  settled  here  in  the  early  part  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  and  arrived  at  considerable  distinction. 
Robert  Southwell,  Esq.  eminent  for  his  loyalty  to  King  Charles  I. 
was  rewarded  after  the  restoration  with  a  grant  of  lands  in  the 
lit>erty  of  Kinsale,  i>eing  part  of  the  forfeited  estates  of  Philip 
Barry  Oge,  and  James  Melliphont.  A  school  was  also  founded  by 
the  same  family,  with  the  aid  of  a  subscription  from  the  corpora- 
tion ;  and  this  establishment  has  been  lately  renovated,  with 
equal  ^irit  and  success. 

The  superior  advantages  of  Cork  prevent  Kinsale  from  attain- 
ing any  great  commercial  eminence.  This  was  formerly  an 
important  naval  dep6t,  but  the  stores  have  been  for  some  time 
removed  to  Cork  harbour,  now  the  resort  for  ships  of  war.  The 
coasting  business  and  fishing,  together  with  breweries  on  a  large 
scale,  form  the  chief  trading  pursuits  of  the  inhabitants.  A 
source  of  profit  is  drawn  from  a  circumstance  that  greatly  adds 
to  the  gmety  and  attractions  of  this  town.  In  the  summer  season 
it  is  much  frequented  as  a  watering  place ;  and  hot  and  eold  salt 
water  baths,  together  with  other  suitable  establishments,  have 
been  formed  for  the  accommodation  of  visiters. 

Kinsale,  and  a  small  adjacent  tract  of  country,  constitute  a 
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separate  district  iii  themselves.  Tlie  town  and  liberties  occupv 
an  extent  of  about  three  miles  square^  and  pay  to  the  coanty  rate^ 
bot  are  not  liable  to  any  baronial  tax.  The  corporation  consists 
of  a  sovereign  -,  recorder  -,  burgesses  ;  and  an  unlimited  number 
of  freemen.  It  sends  one  member  to  the  imperial  parliament, 
and  gives  the  title  of  Baron  to  the  family  of  De  Conrcy,  descended 
from  Sir  John  de  Courcy,  Earl  of  Ulster.  Lord  Kinsale  is  premier 
baron  of  Ireland,  and  enjoys  the  hereditary  privilege  of  wearing 
fais  hat  in  the  royal  presence.  This  peculiar  indulgence  was 
granted  to  his  ancestor,  the  Earl  of  Ulster,  by  King  John,  in 
consequence^  as  is  said,  of  his  gallantry  in  entering  the  lists  as 
champion  in  a  dispute  between  that  king  and  Philip  Augustus  of 
France,  concerning  their  respective  titles  to  the  duchy  of 
Normandy.  His  lordship  has  a  residence  in  the  town  from  which 
he  derives  his  title. 

The  harbour  of  Kinsale,  although  inferior  in  extent  to  that  of 
Cork,  is  capacious,  and  sufficiently  deep  for  the  reception  of  large 
ships.  It  is  defended  by  a  fortification,  situated  on  its  eastern 
side,  which  was  erected  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  The  first 
stone  of  this  fortress  was  laid  by  Roger  Earl  of  Orrery,  and  an 
occasional  inspection  of  the  works  afforded  employment  and 
amnsement  to  the  last  years  of  that  nobleman.  The  old  fort  of 
Kinsale,  which  formed  a  defensible  post  when  the  town  under- 
went the  sieges  already  noticed,  stood  on  the  western  side  of  the 
harbour,  but  on  a  spot  less  eligible  than  the  present. 

The  fishery  at  this  place  is  conducted  with  great  alacrity  and 
success.  The  boats  employed  in  this  service  are  termed  Hookers, 
a  species  of  vessel  nearly  peculiar  to  the  southern  coast  of  Ireland^ 
on  which  coast  it  is  used  for  purposes  of  pleasure,  as  well  as  in 
the  fisheries.  The  booker  is  built  without  a  deck,  and  rigged 
with  one  mast  only,  which  is  placed  very  forward,  and  carries  a 
large  main-sail,  with  peak  and  boom.  She  has  also  a  small  fore- 
sail, and  is  provided  with  a  bowsprit.  Tkese  vessels  are  excellent 
sdlers,  and  so  extremely  buoyant  that  they  venture  out  in  all 
weathers.  They  vary  in  size,  but  those  employed  at  Kinsalo  are 
generally  of  about  twenty  tons  burthen.     The  fishermen  of  this 
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port  are  an  expert  and  daring  race,  and  often  render  valuable 
serTices  as  pilots.  By  them  not  only  the  market  of  Kinsale,  bnt 
that  of  Cork,  is  well  supplied  with  cod,  ling,  hake,  herringe,  and 
several  other  kinds  of  fish. 

To  the  south  of  Kinsale  is  a  promontory,  which  rons  far  into 
the  sea,  and  is  known  to  mariners  by  the  name  oi  the  Old  Kkjj> 
OP  Kinsale.  At  the  distance  of  about  one  mile  from  the 
extremity  of  this  head-land,  stood  an  antient  castle  of  the  lords 
Kinsale.  We  are  told  by  Smith,  that  this  place  was  formerly 
called  Duncearma,  and  Is  in  old  records  said  to  have  once  been 
''  a  royal  seat  of  the  kings  of  Ireland."  The  situation  of  this 
castle  was  fearfully  exposed  to  the  rage  of  the  elements,  and  all 
surrounding  circumstances  partook  of  wildness  and  the  terrific. 
The  ceaseless  working  of  the  ocean  penetrated  the  isthmus  on 
which  the  castle  was  built,  and  gradually  formed  a  stupendous 
arch,  beneath  which  small  boats  may  effect  a  passage.  Among 
the  rocks  are  found  eyries  of  hawks,  and  the  ospray,  that  large 
species  often  termed  the  sea  eagle,  forms  its  nest  and  breeds 
there.  On  this  promontory  is  a  light-house,  for  the  safe  guard 
of  shipping.  ^ 

The  union  of  Tr acton  Adbey  includes  six  parishes,  lying  on 
the  west  side  of  Cork  harbour,  and  thus  forms  the  termination  of 
that  line  of  coast  along  which  we  have  condncted  the  reader,  since 
our  departure  from  the  town  of  Bantry  and  the  sublime  scenery 
of  its  bay.  This  union  derives  its  name  from  an  Abbey,  founded 
by  the  family  of  M'Carthy,  in  the  year  1^24,  for  monks  of  the 
Cistertian  order,  who  were  brought  hither  from  the  Abbey  of 
Whitland,  in  Caermarlhen shire.  In  the  year  1375,  King  Edward 
HI.  took  this  religious  house  under  his  especial  protection.  The 
abbot  was  a  lord  of  parliament,  and  the  society  attained  great 
celebrity  from  possessing  a  reputed  piece  of  the  holy  cross,  which 
was  presented  to  them  by  Barry  Oge,  ,and  attracted  hither  great 
numbers  of  pilgrims.  The  more  solid  possessions  of  this  house 
were  grantfd  by  Qncen   Elizabeth  to  Henry  Guilford  and  Sir 
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Jaoms  Craig»  Mid  w«re  afterwords  assigned,  by  the  person  last 
naaed^  to  the  first  Earl  of  Cork.  The  iMiildings  were  long  sino* 
levelled  ndth  the  groand^  and  a  chnrch  erected  on  a  part  of  their 
site.*.  In  the  chorch-yard  are  still  to  be  seen  some  remains  of 
pillars ;  corbel  stones^  carved  with  representations  of  the  hnman 
face  5  and  other  scattered  fragments. 

in  this  anion  are  several  tomnli,  or  raths.  Thev  nsoaHv 
ooeopy  the  most  elevated  gronndj  and  it  is  observed,  in  a 
statistical  aocooot  of  Tracton^  by  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Evanson,  that 
a  r^^lar  chain  of  them  may  be  traced^  forming  a  commnnication 
between  the  sea  coast  and  the  city  of  Cork. 

Tracton  Abbey  gave,  for  a  short  period^  the  title  of  Baron  to 
James  Pennis,  Esq.  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer.  The  title 
was  conferred  in  178 1>  bat  became  extinct  on  the  decease  of  the 
&rst  lord,  in  the  following  year. 

The  RiVBB  Baxdon  rises  amoag  the  monntuas  near  Don* 
manway,  in  the  sonth-west  part  of  the  connty,  and  enters  the 
sea  at  the  barbonr  of  Kinsale.  It  is  characterised  by  Spencer  as 
**  The  .pleasant  Bandoa,  crowned  with  many  a  wood  ^*'  and  the 
ornamental  plantations  on  several  parts  of  its  borders  still,  in  some 
measure,  entitle  it  to  these  terms  of  commendation.  The  meanders 
of  the  river  are  gentle,  until  it  has  passed  the  town  of  Bandon  ; 
it  then  makes  several  bold  and  beautiful  reaches,  striking  to  the 

*  The  church  of  Tractoo,  although  rebuilt  not  more  than  sixty  yean 
ago,  ii  now,  or  was  very  recently,  in  a  dilapidated  condition.  The 
neglected  state  of  this  slmctnre  will  create  the  less  sarprise,  when  we 
mendon  the  extent  of  the  congregation  hy  which  it  is  nsoaUy  attended. 
It  may  be  premised  that  the  Union  of  Tracton,  whUk  cambimB  six  paruksgy 
reaches  from  east  to  west  aboat  ten  Irish  miles ;  from  north  to  south 
abont  nine  Irish  miles ;  and  contains  aboat  14,590  English  acres.  Wo 
have  no  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  inhabitants ;  but,  from 
intelligence  contained  In  the  third  volume  of  Mr.  S.  Mason's  Parochial 
Survey,  we  are  enabled  to  say  that  the  congregation  attending  this 
cbnrch,  the  sole  protestant  place  of  worship  in  so  large  a  district,  varies 
in  different  weeks  between  five  and  eigkty  persons ;  the  average  atten- 
dance in  seven  yean  having  amounted  to  thirif  penens  each  Sunday  / 

1  I  ? 
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south- east  in  its  progress  towards  the  ocean.  The  priadpal  towns 
on  this  river  are  Bandon,  InnishaanoD^  and  Dnnmanway.  On 
different  parts  of  its  banks  are  many  eeats  ;  and  near  the  town  of 
Bandbn  the  river  flows  through  the  park  of  Castle  Bernard. 

w  9 

I  » 

Innishannon  is  the  first  town  on  this  river^  after  we  leave 
Kinsale.  This  is  a  small  but  agreeable  town,  or  rather  village, 
very  finely  situated  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  Bandon,  whose 
waters  are  here  of  a  considerable  width,  and  are  navigable  for 
small  vessels.  According  to  Smith,  this  was  formerly  a  walled 
town  i  and  the  same  historian  records  that  the  foundations  of 
several  castles,  and  other  large  buildings,  have  been  here  dts- 
oovered.  It  is  mentioned  by  Cox,  that  the  town  and  its  ferry 
were  granted,  by  letters  patent,  to  Philip  de  Barry,  in  the  first  of 
King  Henry  V.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  antient  importance 
of  this  place,  it  had  sunk  entirely  to  the  character  of  a  decayed 
village  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  at  which  time  its 
fortunes  experienced  a  revival  under  the  auspices  of  the  late 
Thomas  Adderley,  Esq.  who  introduced  the  linen  manufacture, 
erected  houses  for  the  persons  engaged  in  that  pursuit,  and  lud 
out  a  bleach-green.  The  river  affords  excellent  water  for  bleach- 
ing, which  business  is  still  successfully  carried  on,  together  wilh 
a  manufactory  of  calico  and  dimity. 

Here  is  a  Charter-school  for  boys,  erected  under  the  notice  of 
Mr.  Adderley,  who  presented  the  site  on  which  it  stands,  and 
gave  the  sum  of  200/.  towards  the  expense  of  the  buildings.  The 
town  contains  several  good  private  dwellings,  inhabited  by 
families  of  great  respectability. 

The  banks  of  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  this  town  are 
extremely  beautiful,  and  are  much  enriched  by  villas  and  planta- 
tions. Among  the  principal  mansions  must  be  mentioned  that  of 
the  Herrick  family,  who  have  been  seated  here  for  nearly  a 
century. 

The  borough  and  market  town  of  Banoon,  or  Bandon-bbidgb, 
is  situated  on  the  north  and  south  sides  of  the  river  from  which  it 
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derives  its  name,  at  the  distance  of  about  tbirteeo  milefi  from  tke 
city  of  Cork. 

This  town  is  entirely  indebted  ioc  its  origin  to  the  busy  and 
enterpri^Dg  spirit  of  Richard,  first  Earl  of  Cork.  By  that  noble- 
man, whose  fortune  it  was  to  exhibit  to  posterity  the  instance  of 
m  prodigy  in  successful  adventure,  the  site  of  Bandon  waa  fonnd  a 
waste ;  and  he  lived  to  see  the  walls  of  his  new  town  afford  a 
protection  to  all  who  espoused  his  party  throughout  the  surround- 
ing country.  Kinalmeaky,  in  which  this  town  is  situated,  formerly 
constituted  a  part  of  Carbery,  and  as  such  was  forfeited  by 
O'Mabony,  in  the  rebellion  instigated  by  the  Earl  of  Desmond. 
Queen  Elizabeth  granted  a  seigniory  (nominally  142jOOO  acres)  in 
this  forfeited  district  to  Fane  Becker,  Esq.  >  of  whom  the  larger 
part  was  purchased,  about  the  y^r  1602,  by  the  ''  great'*  earl 
abovementioned,  who  was  then  simpiy  Mr.  Richard  Boyle.  The 
quick  and  experienced  eye  of  that  able  man  of  bu9iQess,.readily  dis- 
covered the  natural  advantages  of  the  spot  ou  which  the  town  now 
stands ;  and,  about  the  year  1 60B,  he  commenced  the  buildings,  on 
a  site  and  plan  selected  and  formed  with  considerable  judgment. 

Id  the  year  1611,  he  procured  a  charter  of  incorporation  from 
James  I« ;  the  corporate  privileges  to  extend  over  parts  of  the 
town  on  both  sides  of  the  river  5  and  the  body  politic  to  consist 
of  a  provost ;  thirteen  burgesses ;  aud  twelve  common -council 
men.  In  1623,  th^  Au|^st  assiise^  for  the  county  at  large  were 
first  held  here^  and,  in  1692,  we  find  the  town  complete  in 
buildings,  and  wearing  many  indications  of  prosperity.  It  was 
then  surrounded  by  fortified  walls  ;  was  well  provided  with  accom- 
modations for  traders ;  and  had  two  sessions-houses,  two  market- 
bouses,  and  two  chiircbcs.*    The  area  pqcl^sed  by  the  town 

*  lo  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Secretary  Cook,  and  dated  April  ISth, 
1682,  Lord  Cork  ventures  to  drat^  a  parallel  between  this  pUce  and  Lou- 
donderry  »  and  in  performing  this  task  he  presents  the  following  remarks, 
which  are  useful  and  curions,  as  affbrjliiig  a  topographical  picture  of 
Bandoo,  when  it  was  fresh  from  the  hand,  by  which  it  was  designed  an4 
perfected. 

**  All  that  are  judicial,  and.bav^  (carefully  viewed  them  boih,  and  com- 
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walls  was  eatimated  to  contaiD  27  acres ;  and^  in  a  descriptioo  of 
the  town  by  Sir  Richard  Cox^  a  distingnished  native  in  the  seven- 
teenth centnry>  it  is  said,  **  the  streets  were  so  placed- that  almost 
every  house  had  a  garden  to  it,  which,  being  planted  with  trees^ 
made  it  seem  as  if  it  was  bnflt  in  a  wood.** 

The  woollen  manufacture  was  introduced  at  an  early  period  ^ 
but  the  distracted  state  of  the  times  caused  the  new  town  to  be 
long  chiefly  important  as  a  walled  place  of  retreat  and  defence  -, 
whilst  the  system  of  religious  proscription,  which  the  founder 
had  adopted^  prevented  the  commerce  of  the  inhabitants  from 
extending  beyond  the  pale  of  a  party :  for^  in  those  evil  days, 
even  the  adherents  of  government  and  the  establisfamest  eoald 
scarcely  be  viewed  in  any  other  light.  We  have  seeuj  in  the 
transcript  of  the  ''great'*  Earl's  letter  presented  beneath,  tiiat 
**  no  popish  recusant,  or  unconforming  novelist,  was  permitted  to 
live  in  this  town.'*  In  the  heat  of  party  seal,  the  legislative 
powers  of  Bandon  went  a  step  further  than  orthodoxy  might  be 
expected  to  proceed ;  and,  as  guardians  of  the  public  mords 
intent  on  preserving  the  inhabitants  from  the  contagion  of  % 


pared  every  part  of  them  tDs:ether,  do  confidently  affirm,  that  the  circuit 
of  my  new  town  of  Bandon-bridgc  is  more  in  compatB  than  thatof  London- 
derry t  that  my  walls  are  stronger,  thicker,  and  higher  than  theirs,  only 
tbey  have  a  strong  mampler  wUfaiBy  that  Bandon^bridge  wantetb$  that 
(here  St  do  conp«iton  between  their  porta  and' mine,  there  being  in  my 
town  three,  eachof  them  containing  S6  rooms ;  the  castles,  willithe  tonets 
and  flanlLers,  being  all  platformed  with  lead,  and  prepared  with  ordnance, 
and  the  buildings  of  my  town,  both  for  the  number  of  the  honaes,  and 
goodness  of  buildiog,  far  beyond  theirs.  In  my  town  there  ir  built  a 
strong  bridge  over  the  river,  two  large  session-houses,  two  market-honses, 
with  two  fair  churches ;  which  chnrcbes  are  so  filled  every  sabbath-day, 
with  neat,  orderly,  and  religious  people,  as  it  would  comfort  any  good 
heart  to  see  the  change,  and  behold  such  assembHes ;  no  popish  recusant, 
or  unconforming  noTclist,  being  admitted  to  live  in  all  the  town.  The 
place  where  Bandon-bridge  is  situated,  is  upon  a  great  district  of  the 
rotttttry,  and  was,  within  the  last  94  years,  a  mere  waste  bog  and  wood, 
serving  for  a  retreat  and  harbour  to  wood-kernes,  rebels,  thieves,  and 
wolvss.*'— lit ttsr  Hi  svprMf  a  copied  in  Smithes  Cork;  vol.  1.  p.  S96. 
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bigoted  or   self-confident  cLnrcb,    they  caused*  tbe  fonoYvuig 
inscription  to  be  placed  over  the  principal  gate  : 


JBIV^   TUKKj   OR   ATHEIST 
HAY   ENTER    HERE; 
BUT   NOT   A   PAPIST. 

The  better  sense  and  temper  of  a  succeeding  generation 
erased  this  disgraceful  inscriptfon^  with  the  pity  or  contempt 
which  it  merited }  but  the  spirit  in  which  the  ''  great*'  Earl  of 
Cork  had  made  such  rapid  advances  in  the  acquisition  of  fortune, 
pervaded  the  townspeople  of  Bandon  down  to  a  period' somewhat 
too  recent  for  their  credit.  Dr.  Smith,  writing  about  1750, 
informs  us,  that,  at  the  date  of  his  work,  "  there  was  not  in  this 
town  a  popish  inhabitant,  nor  would  the  townsmen  suffer  one  to 
dwell  in  it,  nor  a  piper  to  play  in  the  place,  that  being  the  ttosic 
used  formerly  by  the  Irish  in  their  wars.*'  They  had;  fabwever, 
relaxed  in  their  opposition  to  "  unconforming  nove&sts ; "  for  there 
were  then  in  the  town  meeting-houses  for  dissenters  and  Quakers. 

Since  the  time  of  Dr.  Smith,  the  Inhabitants  of  all  persuasions 
have  become  more  commercial,  enlightened,  and  liberal.  The 
old  town  is  at  the  present  day  chiefly  peopled  with  protestants, 
but  catholics  are  numerous  in  other  parts  >*  and*  a  handsome 
chapel  has  lately  been  erected  for  them,  by  general  subscription. 

As  a  striking  contrast  in  the  spirit  of  the  times,  we  cannot 
avoid  opposing  to  the  arbitrary  feelings,  or  interested  motives, 
with  which  the  Earl  of  Cork  legislated  for  his  colony  at  this 
place,  the  enlarged  and  benevolent  views  of  the  founder  of 
Fermoy,  as  noticed  in  a  previous  page. 

It  will  be  readily  supposed  that  the  town  of  Bandon,  under 
the  influence  of  the  Earl  of  Cork  and  his  family,  acted  a  conspicu-  • 
ons  part  in  the  civil  wars  which  began  in  1641.     Fortified  towns 
wercj  indeed,  necessary  to  a  party  avowing  such  direct  and 

•  lo  the  Appendix  to  Mr.  Newenbam*B  **  View  of  Ireland/'  it  is  gaid 
that,  in  the  year  1807,  tf*^  Union  of  Bandon  contained  511  boOiet  in- 
habited by  Protestants,  and  3,305  inhabited  by  Roman  Catholics. 
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unreUntiog  hostility  to  the  antient  possessors  of  estates  and 
personal  sway  in  Ireland^  and^  consequently^  to  the  great  bulk  of 
population  in  nearly  every  division  of  the  tormented  country. 
Shortly  after  the  commencement  of  these  civil  ivars^  Lford  Kinal- 
meaky,  second  son  of  the  Earl  of  Cork^  was  appointed  governor  of 
Bandon ;  and  many  inhabitants  of  Cloghnikilty^  and  other  parts 
of  the  neighbouring  country^  fled  hither  for  protection;  there 
beings  at  that  time^  no  other  walled  town  on  this  side  of  the 
county^  capable  of  a  lasting  defence.  Among  the  persons  thus 
sheltered^  were  above  one  thousand  women  and  children.  It  is 
probable  that  the  government  of  Lord  Kinalmeaky  was  not  very 
popular^  ey&n  with  these  chosen  townspeople^  whose  good  order 
was  80  highly  praised  by  his  lordship's  father ;  for  we  find  that  a 
very  short  time  elapsed  before  **  the  journeymen  and  servants, 
who  were  then  the  chief  strength  of  the  town^  being  quite  wearied 
out  with  continual  watching  and  exercise^  began  to  quit  it  by 
little  and  little,'*  and  left  this  place  for  Cork  and  Kinsalej  where 
they  were  received  as  soldiers. 

Lord  Kinalmeaky  had  speedily  an  opportunity  of  trying  the 
temper  of  his  sword.  In  little  more  than  three  months  after  the 
commencement  of  the  rebellion,  an  insurgent  pjsrty,  with  Mac 
Garty  Reagh  at  its  head,  appeared  before  Bandon,  and  the 
governor  made  a  sally  to  oppose  them,  with  200  foot  and  60 
horse.  After  a  short  skirmish,  in  which  the  rebel  power  betrayed 
a  great  want  of  military  skill,  Mac  Garty  was  routed,  with  the 
loss  of  105  slain ;  of  which  number  five  were  gentlemen  of  some 
note.  Fourteen  of  the  insurgents  were  taken  prisoners,  and 
promptly  executed,  by  martial  law,  at  the  town-gate.* 

*  The  Earl  of  Cork,  in  a  letter  lo  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  givia^  an 
account  of  this  skirmish,  mentions  the  number  of  slain  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy,  with  the  following  terrific  comment :  *'  And  now  the  hoy  has 
blooded  himself  upon  them,  I  hope  that  God  will  so  bless  him  and  his  ma- 
jesty's forces,  that  as  I  now  write  bat  of  the  killiag  of  an  hnadred,  1  shall 
shortly  write  of  the  killing  of  thousands."  Aftef  soch  a  sentiment  bat  once 
appeared  in  print,  it  is  desirable  that  it  should  be  repeated  by  the  historian 
and  topographer,  that  it  may  be  marked  by  renewed— by  perpetaatod 
execration.    Instances  of  a  temper,  quite  equally  sanguinary,  might  rea- 
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In  the  year  1668,  the  people  of  Baudon  rose  upon^  and 
disarmed^  the  garrison  which  wa^  placed  over  them  in  favour  of 
James  II.  In  the  confasion  attendant  on  this  measure,  several 
of  the  soldiers  were  killed^  and^  as  a  punishment  for  their  spirited 
conduct^  the  inhabitants  were  ^ed  £1000.  To  prevent  further 
danger  to  the  party  then  possessing  power^  the  walls  of  ^e 
town  were  razed  to  the  ground^  and  they  have  not  since  been 
rebuilt. 

Bandon  is  divided  into  two  parishes,  that  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river  being  termed  Baifymodan,  and  that  on  the  north 
KUbrogan ;  each  o£  which  has  a  church.  The  north  Church, 
termed  Christ-church,  is  the  more  important  of  these  structures, 
and  is  a  spacious  building,  erected  under  the  notice  of  the  Earl 
of  Cork.  It  is  said  by  Smith  that  ''  an  bid  Danish  intrench- 
ment**  formerly  occupied  the  site  of  this  church.  The  following 
aepnlchral  inscription,  near  the  east  end  of  the  interior,  may  be 
cited  as  a  conspicuous  instance  of  the  bombastic  : 

'*  From  the  rude  world^s  campaigns,  tbc  much  admired 

Legard  I  to  this  dark  garrison's  retired. 

Legard  I  the  darting  soldier,  whose  loud  name 

Shall  ever  flourish  in  the  book  of  fame, 

Whose  fair  example  might  alone  depaint. 

What  'tis  to  be  a  military  saint. 

True  to  his  God,  his  prince,  his  friend,  his  word, 

Rare  ornaments,  but  fit  t*  adorn  the  sword.* 


dily  be  adduced  froip  the  opposite  party.  A  thirst  after  blood  prevny^d 
on  both  sides;  and  this  studied  barbarity  of  example,  and  vengeance  of 
retaliation,  instilled  no  fear,  and  produced  no  relinquishment  of  factious 
effort.  How  much  is  it  to  be  regretted  that  oo  great  and  gallant  spirit 
arose,  to  set  a  preced^pt  of  nerpy  and  forhftaraiice  !  Nature  Is  not  «» 
degraded,  but  that,  even  in  wars  waged  under  the  insulted  name  of  jre* 
ligion,  ap  example  like  tt^is  must  needs  have  i^ssuaged  the  fury  of  the 
human  tempest,  and  have  shown  that  generosity  can  win  more  than  the 
•word  has  power  to  destroy.  Such  a  remark,  however,  applies  merely  to 
men  who  were  really  milled  by  Intemperance  6f' party  Eeai.  Ac  appeal, 
on  the  sc4Mre  of  forbearakic^,  respecting  those  who  made  cool  and  ^ntereste^i 
caleulationa  on  tb^  personal  prof  t,  and  family  advanpement,  to  be  deriTed 
from  trading  in  s]augbter,would  be  quite  asfutile  as  eifpatiatiagOB  the  advan- 
tagesof  a  philosophical  poverty » to  the  assembled  merchantsoftJie  Exchange. 
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Beneath  lies  the  body  of  one  Edward  Legard>  who*  w» 
lieutenani  ti>  a  Captain  Robert  Htfllard^  and  died^  as  appean 
from  his  epitaph^  on  the  6th  of  January^  1678. 

In  the  south  Chnrch  lies  bnried  Frandt  Bernard,  £eq., 
ancestor  to  the  Earl  of  Bandon^  who  was  elected  a  representattye 
of  this  town  in  parliament,  August  ^7th>  1695.  He  was  soUdtor- 
general  of  Ireland,  for  Queen  Anne>  and  was  afterwards  appointed 
a  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas.  He  died  June  29lh« 
1731  (not  17^1^  as  is  asserted  in  a  modern  peerage),  aged  68. 

A  free-school  was  founded  here  by  Richard^  Earl  of  Cork,  with 
a  provision  of  20/.  per  annum  for  a  master>  and  10/.  per  annum 
for  an  usher. 

Bandon  has  very  considerably  increased  in  size  within  the 
last  thirty  years,  and  is  now  a  large,  respectable,  and  commerciai 
town.  We  are  told,  by  the  author  of  the  Statistical  Surrey  of 
this  county,  that  ''  the  old  town  is  the  estate  of  the  Dnke  of 
Devonshire,  who  possesses  a  considerable  portion  of  the  great 
property  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  earldom  of  Cork  and 
Burlington.  The  east  suburbs,  called  the^Irish  town,  with  an 
estate  annexed,  belong  to  the  Earl  of  Shannon ;  and  the  Eark  of 
Cork  and  Bandon  possess  that  part  which  stands  upon  the  west 
side." 

Very  judicious  improvements  have  taken  place  in  that  part 
of  the  town  which  has  descended  to  the  Dnke  of  Devonshire. 
Among  these  are  a  new  court-house,  in  which  county-sessions 
are  held ;  and  a  commodious  quay,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 
Numerous  dwelling-houses  have  also  been  lately  erected  in  the 
same  part  of  the  town,  several  of  which  are  large  and  handsome 
buildings^  chiefly  composed  of  freestone  found  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. 

We  have  observed  that  the  woollen  trade  was  introduced  to 
this  town  at  an  early  period.  For  the  substance  of  the  foDowing 
intelligence,  respecting  the  various  branches  of  manufiictore  since 
added  by  the  industrious  habits  of  the  people,  we  are  indebted  to 
a  communication  of  George  Allman,  Esq.  inserted  in  Mr.  Towns- 
end's  Survey.— •The  linen  manufacture  is  chiefly  confined  to 
tidcens.    Woolcombing,  and  the  camblet  and  stuff  trade,  employ 
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many  persoDB )  and  the  manufacture  of  blankets  and  coarse  woollen 
doth  is  carried  on  by  a  few.  Blue  dyeing  is  cultivated  rather 
extensively ;  and  it  should  be  remarked  that  blue  is  the  favourite 
colour  of  the  country-people  in  this  district :  they  manufacture 
their  own  firize,  and  send  it  to  the  towns  to  be  dyed.  The  cotton 
business  is  practised  with  much  actiyity,  and  affords  employment 
to  several  hundred  persons.*  There  are^  also^  porter  and  beer 
breweries^  on  an  extensive  scale. 

There  are  two  weekly  markets )  that  held  on  the  Saturday 
being  one  of  the  largest  in  this  county  :  and  three  well-freqnented 
fiiirs.  Bandon  returns  one  member  to  the  imperial  parliament^ 
and  gives  the  titles  of  earl,  viscount,  and  baron  in  the  Irish 
peerage  to  the  family  of  Bernard.  It  also  gives  the  title  of  baron 
of  Bandon-bridge,  in  the  same  peerage,  to  the  family  of  Boyle^ 
Earl  of  Cork  and  Orrery. 

The  following  persons  of  notoriety  were  natives*  of  this 
town. 

Sir  Richard  Ca»  was  bom  at  Bandon,  on  the  S5th  of  March, 
1^50.  He  commenced  life  as  an  attorney,  but  was  called  to  the 
bar  in  1674,  and  resided  at  Cork  for  several  years;  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  He  engaged  actively  in  the  service  of  the 
Protestant  cause,  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  the  Boyne. 
The  peculiar  adroitness  with  wluch  he^  on  that  occasion,  detected 

*  The  foUowiog  particalars  reflpectiag  a  cotton-mill,  erected  here  a 
fcw  years  back  by  Mr.  AUman,  are  worthy  of  transcription,  as  affbrdlng 
«  specimen  of  the  ardour  with  which  the  iDhabitants  enter  into  andertak- 
iqgs  connected  with  the  prosecution  of  manufactures.  This  mill  "  is 
134  feet  long,  34  feet  wide,  and  50  feet  high.  There  are  five  floors, 
all  underlaid  with  sheet  iron,  to  diminish  the  risk  from  fire.  It  is  ca- 
pable of  containing  10,000  spinning  spindles,  with  all  the  machinery 
necessary  for  supplyiqg  them  with  prepared  cotton,  by  wUch  thirty 
hundred  pounds  of  it  may  be  spun  per  week.  The  number  of  persbnty 
necessary  for  attending  the  work,  is  from  850  to  300.  The  motim 
that  sets  them  at  work,  is  communicated  by  an  iron  wheel,  of  forty 
feet  in  diameter,  so  equally  and  admirably  constructed,  as  to  be 
set  going  by  a  moderate  stream  of  water.'*  Townsend's  Cork,  vol.  i. 
p.  S^\ 
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the  mis-statements  of  an  officer  from  the  opposite  party>  has  been 
already  noticed  among  our  anecdotes  respecting  that  celebrated 
battle.  In  1690>  be  was  advanced  to  the  office  of  second  justice 
of  common  pleas;  and  in  1691^  was  appointed  gOTcmor  of  the 
county  of  Cork.  In  the  following  year  he  received  the  distinction 
of  knighthood.  In  July,  1703^  he  was  appointed  lord  chancellor 
of  Ireland^  and  was  soon  after  sworn  one  of  the  lords  justices  of 
this  kingdom.  In  1706^  he  was  created  a  baronet  by  Queen 
Anne. 

Amidst  such  violent  party  conflicts  as  prevail^  in  the  time  of 
Sir  Richard  Cox^  a  career  of  undeviating  prosperity  was  scarcely 
to  be  expected.  His  enemies  succeeded  in  ejecting  him  from 
offices  of  pablic  trnst^  and^  in  November^  1715^  he  was  called 
before  the  parliament  of  Ireland^  to  answer  certain  chaises  pre- 
ferred against  him.  He  passed  this  ordeal  with  honour^  and  spent 
the  decline  of  his  life  in  a  studious  retirement.  Undoubtedly  this 
was  the  happiest  period  of  his  life>  except  the  early  days  of  hope 
and  anticipation^  when  the  world  was  untried^  and  the  aidmal 
spirits  high.  He  died  on  the  Srd  of  May,  1733,  in  the  eighty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age.  For  an  account  of  his  writings,  which  were 
chiefly  historical  or  professional^  and  were  not  of  distinguished 
excellence^  we  refer  to  a  copious  biographical  account  in  fVarei 
fFritert  of  Ireland,  edited  by  Harris.  The  name  of  Sir  Richard 
Cox  again  occurs  in  our  notice  of  Dunmanway,  in  this  connty. 

Kickolas  Brady,  D,  D.  was  born  at  Bandon^  about  the  year 
1659.  He  passed  his  boyhood  at  Westminster  school^  and  was 
alterwards  elected  a  fellow  of  Christ  Charch^  Oxford,  but  removed 
thence  to  Dublin,  where  he  took  his  master's  degree.  His  diploma 
for  D.  D.  was  presented  to  him  by  the  Irish  University.  It  is 
asserted  that,  in  the  year  1690^  he  rendered  an  important  piece  of 
service  to  his  native  tQwnj»  by  preserving  it  thrice  from  conflagra- 
tion, through  his  influence  with  the  general  of  ICing  James.  He 
received  church  preferment  in  Ireland)  but,  qnittiag  hispossessioBS 
and  expectations  in  this  country,  he  settled  b  Eng^d,  where  he 
became  one  of  the  chaplains  to  King  M^tliam  and  Queen  Mary, 
and  afterwards  to  Queen  Anne.  He  held>  at  his  death,  the  livings 
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of  Clapham  and  Richmond^  both  id  the  county  of  Surrey.  He 
died  on  the  20th  of  May^  1726.  Dr.  Brady  was  author  of  six 
volumes  of  sermons^  and  a  very  indifferent  translation  of  the 
^neid.  But  he  is  best  known  for  his  version  of  the  Psalms,  in 
which  work  he  was  assisted  by  Tate. 

The  Baront  of  Kinalmeaky,  in  which  district  Bandon  is 
situated,  affords  the  title  of  viscount,  in  the  peerage  of  Ireland,  to 
the  family  of  Boyle,  Earl  of  Cork  and  Orrery.  This  part  of  the 
country  was  a  wild  and  unprofitable  extent  of  wood  and  bog,  for 
several  years  after  the  commencement  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
We  are  told  that,  in  1602,  the  army  marching  from  Cork  to  the 
siege  of  Dunboy,  in  Bearhaven,  was  unable  to  pass  this  tract  of 
woodland  and  bog,  and  consequently  pursued  the  circuitous  rout  of 
Kinsale.  From  a  letter  written  by  the  first  £arl  of  Cork,  and 
partly  transcribed  in  the  note  to  a  previous  page,  we  find  that, 
according  to  his  lordship*s  statement,  it  was  infested  by  wolves 
so  lately  as  the  year  1608. 

Whilst  we  deprecate  the  illiberality  of  that  nobleman,  as  r^^ds 
his  profession  of  religious  opinions;  and  abhor  the  dreadful 
coolness  with  which  he  talked  of  the  massacre  of  thousands,  and 
trained  his  sons  to  execute  that  concerning  which  he  talked  ;  we 
wish  to  pay  to  his  memory  the  tribute  of  unmixed  praise  for  the 
skill  and  activity  with  which  he  improved  the  face  of  the  country 
on  his  various  great  estates.  Kinalmeaky  is  a  hiDy  district,  by 
no  means  eminent  for  goodness  of  soil.  Large  tracts  of  bog  and 
moor  land  existed,  only  a  few  years  back,  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  Bandon,  towards  the  west  -,  and  the  character  of  nearly  the 
whole  barony,  in  times  long  subsequent  to  those  in  which  the 
Earl  of  Cork  boasted  of  the  civility  of  his  plantation,  was  rude 
and  cheerless  in  the  extreme.  Still,  he  lud  the  foundation  of 
every  improvement ;  and  we  cannot  but  admire  the  energy  with 
which  he  raised  a  considerable  town,  and  planted  a  race  of 
profitable  tenantry,  in  a  tract  that  wore  the  aspect  of  a  desert 
when  it  first  came  into  his  possession ;  and  which  appeared  to 
liave    scarcely  any  other  recommendations,  in   the  view  of  a 
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coloniser^  th«D  a  fioe  ri?er^  and  aa  eligible  titaatioo   for  tiw 
priocipal  town. 

Sir  Lewis  Boyle,  on  whom  the  title  of  Viscoant  Boyle,  0/ 
Kinaimeafy,  was  first  bestowed^  is  mentioned,  in  ovr  copy  of  the 
inscriptions  on  the  Boyle  monnment  at  Youghal,  as  second  son  of 
Richard,  Earl  of  Cork.  He  was  born  on  the  S3rd  of  May,  1619. 
Whilst  he  was  yet  a  child,  namely,  on  the  98th  of  Febmary,  1087# 
he  was  created  by  King  Cliarles  1.  Baron  of  Baadonbridge  and 
Visconnt  Boyle  of  Kinalmeaky.  It  has  already  been  shown  that 
he  married  the  Lady  Elizabeth,  third  daughter  of  William,  Earl  of 
Denbigh.  The  marriage  took  place  in  the  royal  chi^l,  in 
December,  1639.  The  king  gave  the  bride  in  marriage,  and  the 
qaeen  presented  her  with  a  jewel,  valued  at  1,500/.  which  ''  the 
king,  with  his  own  hands,  put  about  her  neck."  By  this  lady  he 
had  no  issue ;  and,  after  performing  some  slight  senrices  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Bandon,  and  other  parts  of  this  county,  he  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Liscarrol,  September  3rd,  1642,  by  a  shot 
in  the  head. 

In  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Bandon,  on  the  western 
mde,  is  Castle  Bernard,  the  seat  of  tlie  Earl  of  Bandon.  On 
this  demesne  was  formerly  a  residence  of  the  O'Mahony  family, 
termed  Cattle  Mohan,  The  house  was  rebuilt,  about  the  year 
1715,  by  Francis  Bernard,  Esq.,  judge  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  ancestor  of  Lord  Bandon,  and  one  of  the  representatiTes 
in  parliament  of  the  neighbouring  town.  But  a  new,  and  moce 
extensive,  mansion  has  been  recently  erected  by  the  present  earl, 
at  a  short  distance  from  the  site  of  that  building.  Thc^  modern 
structure  rankd  amongst  the  finest  houses  in  the  county,  and 
contains  several  rooms  of  very  noble  dimensions. 

The  park,  and  the  pleasure-grounds  attached  to  this  superb 
residence,  have  charms  beyond  the  reach  of  mere  magnificence. 
The  surface  abounds  in  graceful  inequalities,  and  the  fine  swdis 
of  land  are  adorned  with  extensive  and  rich  spreads  of  wood. 
The  river  Bandon  winds  among  these  wooded  hills,  not  in  a 
single  current,  but  divided  into  many  branches,  its  bosom  being 


dotted  with  namerous  itleti.    The  pleasore^gardens  are  large, 
and  abound  in  beantilo}  planti ^  many  of  which  are  of  rare  kiads* 

At  KnfKBiOH,  or  Kinetb,  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  river 
Bandotty  between  the  town  laBt  named  and  Donmanway,  is  a  pUlar 
lower^  differingi  In  several  very  cnrions  particulars,  from  buildings 
of  its  class  to  be  seen  in  other  parts  of  Ireland.  It  consists  of 
six  stories>  each  being  eleven  feet  nine  inches  in  height.  The  first 
story  is  a  regular  hexagon,  each  side  measuring  ten  feet  four 
inches ;  but  above  this  basement  story  the  tower  is  quite  round. 
Its  entire  height  is  about  seventy  feet. 

It  is  said  by  Dr.  Smith,  that^  ''  in  an  ancient  Irish  MS, 
containing  some  annals  of  Monster,  there  is  mention  made  of  the 
building  this  tower  of  Kineth,  about  the  year  1015,  soon  after  the 
celebrated  battle  of  Glontarf.***  It  is  worthy  of  attention  that 
such  a  story  should  prevail  respecting  a  tower  that  differs,  in  an 
important  feature  of  architectural  character,  from  all  other  fabrics 
of  the  same  class ;  but  we  believe  that  no  antiquary,  subsequent 
to  the  time  of  Smith,  has  been  able  to  discover  the  MS.  to  which 
he  alludes  ^  and  it  is  obvious  that  the  degree  of  confidence  to  be 

•  UhU  of  Cork,  vol.  ii.  p.416.-*Dr.  Smith  cites  the  following  paiM|r* 
from  this  MS.  of  ao  unkoown  date,  which  he  is  cooteoted  with  merelj 
terming  aotient.  '*  Cian,  or  Kean,  Mac  Moilwoa,  being  married  to  tb» 
eldest  daaghter  of  Brian,  late  monarch  of  Ireland,  let  about  conqaering 
the  kingdom  from  Donnel,  the  lawful  heir,  who  was  his  brother-in-law. 
The  second  daughter  of  Brien  was  married  to  Donnel  Doff  Davern,  who 
(■ays  the  history)  marched,  with  1 ,000  men,  near  this  tower  of  Kioeth^  the» 
bnilding,  and  almost  flaisbed,  by  St.  Mocholomog  the  patron  thereof,  and 
implored  that  saint^s  blessing,  which  he  received.  Cian  being  in  pursuit 
of  Donnel,  came  up  to  Kinetb,  with  3,000  men,  suffered  them  to  plunder 
it,  and  carry  away  the  provisions  of  the  workmen ;  for  which  he  and  his 
army  were  cursed  by  the  saint,  and  coming  up  with  Donnel,  were  over- 
thrown by  him,  at  a  place  called  Ballingully,  now  Mogolin,  six  miles 
west  of  Cork.*'  In  the  IwTRODucnoir  to  this  work,  we  have  already 
observed  that  Dr.  Smith,  likewise,  refers,  concerning  the  supposed  ales  ta 
which  the  round  towers  of  Ireland  were  applied,  to  certain  MSS,  nev^r 
seen  flioce  his  time,  and  to  which  he  does  not  assign  any  date* 
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placed  on  its  authority  most^  ia  a  great  measare,  depend  npon  tlie 
period  at  which  it  was  written  :  a  point  of  information  on  which 
Dr.  Smith  is  entirely  silent. 

To  the  north  of  Kinneigfa  is  the  respectable  seat  termed  Pajlacb 
Anne^  which  has  afforded^  for  upwards  of  a  century^  a  comno- 
dioQs  residence  to  a  branch  of  the  Bernard  family. 

Near  the  head  of  the  river  Bandon,  and  on  the  road  to 
Bantry^  is  the  small  town  of  Dunmanway,  seated  on  a  level 
tract  of  ground^  in  the  midst  of  lofty  hills^  many  of  which  are  of  a 
rocky  and  rugged  character.  Much  of  the  contiguous  scenery  is 
wild  and  severe  ;  bdt  some  relief  is  found  in  considerable  extents 
of  oak  wood'^  which  enrich  many  of  the  glens  between  the  high 
and  cheerless  hills.  Dunmanway  was  scarcely  known  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  river  on  which  it  stands^  and  the  hills  by  which  it  is, 
in  three  directions,  enclosed,  before  it  was  selected  as  a  place  of 
residence  by  Sir  Richard  Cox,  towards  the  close  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  We  have  already  presented  a  slight  biographical  sketch  of 
this  distinguished  person,  in  our  account  of  the  eminent  natives  of 
Bandon.  It  appears  that  he  first  used  this  remote  spot  as  a  place 
of  occasional  retirement^  about  the  year  1690  ',  at  which  time  he 
was  appointed  second  justice  of  the  common  pleas,  an  offida! 
situation  chosen  by  himself,  because  *'  it  was  one  of  little  busi- 
ness^ and  would  allow  him  to  dedicate  the  greatest  part  of  his 
time  to  his  beloved  study  of  history."  The  various  high  offices 
which  he  subsequently  filled,  prevented  him,  for  many  years,  (mm 
enjoying  so  much  literary  ease  as  he  had  anticipated;  but  he 
pursued,  with  characteristic  vigour,  the  designs  he  had  formed  for 
the  improvement  of  the  reclnse  village  that  he  had  selected  as  a 
place  of  family  residence. 

From  King  William  he  obtained  a  patent  fcnr  fairs  and  a  market 
at  Dunmanway,  and  was,  evidently,  intent  on  becoming  the 
founder  of  a  town,  though,  probably^  without  the  hope  of  it  ever 
attaining  much  commercial  distinction,  on  account  of  the  esta« 
blished  trading  importance  of  the  neighbouring  town  of  Bandon^ 
and  the  scantiness  of  population  in  the  surrounding  country.    We 
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have  ttatedthat  he  finallj  retired  finom  offices  of  public  tnut  in 
1715.  Mach  of  his  time,  between  that  date  and  the  year  1733, 
is  which  year  he  died,  was  passed  at  this  place  $  and  here,  in  the 
words  of  his  biognpher,  Mr.  Harris,  he  ^*  divided  his  ktter  days 
between  study,  improvements,  and  acts  of  charity."  The  house 
in  which  he  resided  is  described  by  Smith,  writing  about  1750,  as 
being  **  pleasantly  adorned  with  handsome  avenues,  and  good 
plantations  of  fir,  elm,  lime,  chesnut,  and  some  beech}**  for 
whidi  enrichments  the  estate  was  entirely  indebted  to  his  foster- 
ing care. 

The  eldest  son  of  Lord  Justice  Cox  dUed  before  himself,  and  he 
was  succeeded  at  this  place  by  his  grandson.  Sir  Richard,  the 
second  baronet  of  this  fitunily.  By  that  gentleman  a  very  spirited 
attempt  was  made  to  introduce  the  linen  manufacture ;  and,  under 
hia  aospices,  the  town  rapidly  augmented  in  population  and  pros- 
perity. The  accounts  presented  respecting  the  methods  of  encou- 
ragement to  industry,  adopted  by  this  judicious  patron  of  Dunman- 
way,  are  pleasing,:  alnd  worthy  of  notice*  Several  premiums  were 
given  to  the  manufacturers,  accoiediaf  to  thmr  different  degrees  of 
merit;  and  a  good  house,  fneof  rent  for  twelve  months,  was  allotted 
totiie  master  who  had  in  Uie  past  year  made  up  the  best  and  greatest 
quantity  of  linen.  Over  the  door  of  this  honorary  dwelling  was 
placed  the  following  inscription  : 

DATUR   DIONIORI. 
THIS    nOUSS   18    RBNT-FRBS,     FOR    THC    8UF8RI0R    INDUSTRY   OF 

THB   POSSESSOR. 

The  board,  we  are  told,  was  annually  removed,  with  great 
pomp  and  solemnity,  being  called  the  Table  of  Honour.  In  May, 
1749,  the  houses  were  117  in  number,  and  contained  807  inhabi- 
tants, 405  of  whom  were  protestants,  and  408  Roman  catholics. 
In  these  houses  there  were  9SL6  6ax  wheels,  and  28  woollen  wheels, 
bemdes  those  of  the  spinning  school.  The  1st  of  May  was 
annually  celebrated  as  a  day  of  review  and  festivity,  at  which 
time  the  wh6le  of  the  wheels  underwent  an  examination.  On 
this  occasion,  distinguished  young  ladies  of  the  neighbourhood 
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held  forth  the  excitement  of  pablidy  exhibitiog  their  skill  in 
spinning. 

We  r^et  to  eay  that  scenes  so  bonoorable  to  the  paftros,  so 
usefal  to  the  pnblic>  are  no  more.  The  linen  mannfactore  at  Uns 
place  has  experienced  a  declension^  from  whichj  however,  we 
tmst  that  it  will  permanently  revive,  with  the  aid  of  natnnl 
drcnmstauces  so  favourable  as  those  it  possesses  in  having  an 
abundance  of  water  and  fuel. 

Near  the  town  is  a  Charter  School  for  50  boys.  Sir  Richard 
Cox  presented  two  acres  of  land  for  (he  nse  of  this  establishment, 
and  granted  a  lease,  for  990  years,  of  18  acres,  at  a  very  low  rent. 
He  also  provided  materials  for  the  bnilding,  and  endowed  it  with 
20/.  per  annum. 

Dnnmanway  is  situated  in  the  parish  of  Fanlobbns,  thedniidi 
of  which  district  was  rebuilt  in  his  new  town  by  the  Lord  Jnstiee 
Cox,  under  the  sanction  of  an  act  of  parliament,  obtained  earlyin  the 
reign  of  Anne.  In  this  church  was  buried  the  lady  of  the  founder, 
beneath  a  handsome  monument  thus  inscribed  :  "  In  hopes  of  a 
joyful  resurrection,  is  deposited  the  body  of  Mary,  Lady  Cox,  the 
beloved  wife  of  Sir  Richard  Cox,  Knight  and  Baronet,  who  was 
successively  lord  justice  of  both  benches,  lord  high  chanceUor 
of  Ireland,  and  three  times  one  of  the  lords  justices  general, 
and  general  governors  of  this  kingdom.*'  The  date  of  decease 
is  June,  1715. 

We  believe  that  the  town  of  Dnnmanway  is  now  the  property 
of  Henry  Cox,  Esq.,  resident  in  North  America. 

On  the  southern  margin  of  the  small  Rivbb  Bbidb,  which  takes 
its  rise  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kilmurry,  and  enters  the  Lee 
near  the  church  of  Inniscarra,  are  some  castellated  and  ecclesias- 
tical remains,  demanding  an  historical  examination.  For  sevend 
miles  of  its  progress  this  river  flows  through  a  fine  valley,  in  the 
midst  of  which  was  formerly  the  dreary  morass  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Bog  of  Kilcrea ;  a  dangerous  fiistness,  rendered 
impervious  to  the  unaccustomed  traveller,  by  matted  bashes,  and 
other  wild  and  unprofitable  productions.     Numerons  vestiges 
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of  hige  oaks  showed  that,  in  times  still  more  antient,  the  greater 
part  of  this  vale,  and  mach  of  the  lofty  uplands  by  which  it  is 
sheltered^  had  been  engrossed  by  one  vast  wood.  So  recently  as 
the  year  10S6,  the  recesses  of  the  vale  formed  the  haants  of 
wolves.  The  salotary  work  of  draining  the  bog  was  commenced 
in  1705. 

The  Castle  of  Kilobba^  situated  in  this  district,  was 
formerly  a  seat  of  the  Mac  Carties,  Lords  of  Mnskery  and  Earls 
of  Clancarty,  with  attached  manorial  rights ;  and  is  said  to  have 
been  built,  in  the  fifteenth  century,  by  Cormac,  surnamed  Laider, 
Lord  Moskery.  The  ruins  evince  it  to  have  been  a  pile  of  much 
straigth,  and  of  considerable  but  rude  magnificence.  A  stairway, 
oomposed  of  a  dark  marble,  of  which  there  are  quarries  in  the 
neighboorhood,  led  from  the  ground  floor  to  the  summit  of  the 
Btmcture,  a  height  of  nearly  70  feet.  Traces  of  outworks  are  still , 
visible  5  and,  on  the  east  side,  is  the  bawn,  constituting,  when 
the  castle  was  the  abode  of  its  former  lordly  owners,  the  place  ei 
recreation  by  day,  and  of  shelter,  in  the  gloom  of  night,  for  the 
cattle  of  the  domain,  whose  least  noxious  enemies  were  the  wolves 
of  the  aiiyaoent  morass  and  woodlands. 

At  a  short  distance  from  the  castle  are  the  ruins  of  a  Fran- 
ciscan MoNASTSBT.  It  is  ssid  that  a  nunnery  existed  here  so 
early  as  the  sixth  century,  of  which  St.  Cyra,  or  Cera,  was  abbess  $ 
and  the  anniversary  of  that  saint  is  celebrated  on  the  16th  of 
October.  But  all  traces  of  such  an  institution  have  long  since 
disappeared.  The  monastery,  whose  remains  impart  a  melancholy 
<^arm  to  this  neighbourhood,  was  founded  in  the  year  1645,  by 
Cormac  Lord  Mnskery,  to  whom  the  erection  of  Kilcrea  Castle  is 
also  attributed.  It  was  placed  under  the  invocation  of  St .  Brigid^ 
and  flourished  in  high  reputation  until  the  general  suppression  of 
monastic  houses. 

The  Lords  Mnskery  had  evinced,  in  many  instances,  such 
exemplary  fidelity  to  the  government,  that  the  possessions  of  this 
monastery  were  bestowed  on  them,  at  the  time  of  the  dissolution  5 
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but^  in  the  ware  wjiich  began  in  1641^  they  were  on  (lie  iumiic- 
cesBfirl  side ;  and  Cromwell  gave  the  lands  of  Kifcrea  to  Lord 
Broghill^  the  conqueror  of  Mnskery  on  the  Md  of  KBodnclaaliy. 
Previoasly  to  those  wbtb,  the  baildhigs  had  enstaiiied  litlk 
injory ;  bot  they  were  then  eqaally  ill-treatedby  all  (he  cooiielii^ 
parties.  By  the  foe  they  were  redncedj  under  an  appreheMiMi  of 
their  sheltering  armed  fog^dves }  and  by  their  profeased  friends 
the  damages  were  repaired^  in  a  manner  fitvonraUe  Co  military 
defence.  Perverted  to  the  ases  of  a  fortress^  the  meiiMlery 
received  a  garrison,  under  the  command  of  Captidn  Bayey. 

The  ruins  occupy  a  retired  and  beantiftil  position^  oa  the 
banks  Df  the  Bride.  The  most  desirable,  entr4iico>,<e;i^M^Mhai 
through  an  avenue  of  venerable  trees }  aud  it  will  be'  readBy 
supposed,  that  such  a  mode  of  advance  gready  co»dlu:ea  towards 
preparing  the  mind  for  the  reception  of  sokAio  j^nprcasiim. 

It  would  appear,  from  the  miaa^  ^hatrtke  b«itdil^^f«<auni( 
of  great  extent,  nor  do  they  ezhibit.tke  traceaiotisiiy  andiiteotwal 
peculiarities.  They  resemble,  in  desigii^md  ehaiwtt^  4ha  rswahis 
of  several  other  ecclesiastical  structures  In  Iraland,tkaowa  to  have 
been  erected  m  (he  fifteenth  century ;!  Mid  thus  assist  in  showing 
that  the  pointed  style  of  that  era,  as  ifsgards  this  iakBdi  diflered 
little  from  the  architectural  mode  prevailing  at  the  same  time  in 
Britain.  From  the  esceUence  of  the  materials  (qiiames  of  mhrble 
being  found  in  the  vicinity)  this  edifice*  )vas  of  superior  ddicacy  to 
many  in  less  favoured  parts  of  (he  oauntry ;  but  there  are  no 
indications  of  it  having,  even  on  the  interior^,  pastakesiaii^y^f 
embelltshment. 

The  nave  and  choir  of  the  abbey-chufoh  are  still  remaining, 
with  pointed  arches,  sustained  by  massy  columns  composed  of 
marble. 

An  awful  melancholy  hangs  over  this  place.  We  are  hera, 
indeed,  in  the  precincts  of  the  dead  alone,  and  are  reminded  of 
the  full  solemnity  of  our  situation  by  exhibitions  well  cakulated  to 
''  strike  out  the  dimple  from  the  cheek  of  mirth."  Piled  ia  high 
and  wide  banks,  and,  likewise,  placed  in  various  parts  of  the 
moss-grown  ruins,   are  human  skulls    and  bones,  in  number. 
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perhaps^  amounting  to  many  tbonsands.  A  ghastly  scene  of 
mortality,  showing  little  reverence  for  the  dead,  or  respect  for 
the  survivor's  feelings !  Similar  dreary  spectacles  are  presented 
at  the  mined  abbeys  of  Bnttevant  and  Timoleagne,  in  this  county, 
lliese  wrecks  of  humanity  are  loosely  said  to  be  the  remains  of 
persons  who  fell  in  some  neighbouring  great  battles ;  but  are, 
probably,  no  other  than  the  accumulated  superfluities  of  graves, 
successively  tenanted  with  indecorous  quickness  in  favourite 
burial-grounds. 

This  has  long  been  a  popular  place  of  sepulture,  and  much 
noble  dust  mingles  with  the  soil  of  its  gloomy  and  neglected  aisles. 
In  the  choir  are  many  decaying  monuments ;  and  the  interment  of 
the  following  lords  of  this  district  is  recorded  by  Ware,  Smith, 
and  other  historians. 

Cormac  Mae  Cariff,  or  Carthjf,  Lord  Mwkery,  wmamed 
Lmder,  or  the  Strang,  founder  of  the  abbey.  It  is  stated  by  Ware 
that  he  was  buried  in  the  middle  of  the  choir,  with  the  following 
inscription  on  his  tomb  : 

''  HiC  JACBT  COKMACUS,  FIL.  ThAOBI,  FIL.  CoBMACI,  FIL. 
DbBMITII  MAGNI  M*CaBTHT,  DnUS.  DB  MuSUBAIGH  FlAYN  AC 
1STIU8  CONVBNTUB  PBIMUS  FUNDATOB.  AN.  DoM.    1494. 

Cormae  Oge  Laider,  son  of  the  founder,  buried  anm.  1536. 
TUge  Mac  Cormae,  Lord  Muskery,  son  of  the  above,  buried 

1565. 

Dermot,  ancestor  of  the  Mac  Cartys  of  Inshirahill,  buried 

1570^ 

Cormae,  son  of  the  above,  buried  1616,  being  the  last  of  the 
Lords  of  Mnskery  here  interred. 

Tk»mai  &Herl%hf,  bishop  of  Ross,  was  also  buried  here,  in 
1579 ;  and  the  names  of  Barret,  O'Leary,  and  Mac  Swiney,  may 
still  be  seen  on  several  of  the  monumental  stones. 

BND  OF  THB  COUNTY  OF  COBK. 
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